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Cavalier Neighborhood Easter Parade
Wishing everyone a happy Easter from their Minion float were, from left, 
Dana Etheridge, Britain Lamm, Evelyn Etheridge (front), Clay Lamm and 
Sarah Garrett Lamm. Hidden behind Dana Etheridge is Griffin Lamm.

Waiting on the corner of Kincaid and Branch streets for the Easter parade 
to pass by were Claire Thompson, Mary Katherine Barnes, Grace Pittman, 
Earl Reaves, Sally Brown and Kenny Howell.

From left, Mack, Zack and Amy Wig-
gins relax on their front lawn waiting 
for the Cavalier Neighborhood Social 
Distancing Easter Parade to ride by. 

Clockwise from bottom left, Madison 
Smith, Brad Smith, Hannah Smith and 
Ethan Shows display their Easter spirit 
during the Cavalier Neighborhood Eas-
ter Parade. 

Strutting their Easter style in the Cava-
lier Neighborhood Easter Parade on 
Easter Sunday were, from left, Emma 
Byrd, Beth Searcy, Caroline Searcy, 
Carter Searcy and Doug Searcy. 



Artist sells 
paintings to help 
business owners
By Janelle Clevinger

The conversation has 
stuck with Wilson artist 
Pegi Barnes Sharp for 
more than 25 years. In it, a 
woman gives Sharp some 
advice: “You don’t want 
to be known as a flower 
painter.”

“Well, why not?” Sharp 
thought at the time. “It 
just calms me down so 
much.”

Although she does paint 
so much more than flow-
ers, it is these watercolors 
of flowers that are helping 
an entire area of Wilson 
business owners during 
this frightening economic 
climate caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Sharp is selling small 
watercolors of flowers and 
hummingbirds online and 
putting the proceeds into 
a fund to help downtown 
Wilson business owners 
with expenses as their 
business traffic slows 
drastically or stops all to-
gether.

The woman who told 
Sharp not to be a “flower 
painter” is no longer living, 
but Sharp wonders what 
she would think about the 
good her flower paintings 
are doing.

“In a dark world, if there 
is anything that has a glim-
mer of beauty, it’s these 
flowers,” Sharp said. “They 
show that the earth is sing-
ing to us.”

Sharp’s mother, who was 
a master gardener, passed 
away last year, and Sharp 
says she feels her mother’s 
presence when she paints 
flowers.

“When I’m stressed, 

I paint flowers,” Sharp 
said. “It takes me to my 
mother. Painting these 
flowers makes me hap-
py.”

Sharp, the owner of 
Barnes Corner Gallery 
in downtown Wilson and 
a landlord herself along 
with husband Rhine 
Sharp, said it makes her 
happy when she hears 
that some downtown 
building landlords have 
excused rents during the 
pandemic. But she knows 
that some landlords are 
not that charitable, so she 
wants to help.
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Helping downtown bloom

Some of Pegi Sharp's recent flower paintings also feature hummingbirds, including the 
painting on the cover of this magazine. Contributed photo

Local 
artist Pegi 
Barnes 
Sharp is 
painting 
to help 
downtown 
businesses. 

Contributed 
photo

Continued on page 6
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“Think I’ve done about 
25 paintings so far,” Sharp 
said recently. “We closed 
the gallery down early (in 
March), and I immediately 
started painting them for 
myself as stress relief. 
Then I saw how serious this 
(the pandemic) was getting 
and thought, ‘Here’s how I 
can help people.’”

Sharp had no idea that 
so many people would 
want her paintings, and 
although she knows that 
some of her friends have 
wanted to own a Pegi 
Sharp original painting for 
a while, she really thinks 
there is another reason 
her paintings have sold so 
quickly.

“I think it’s the good-
ness of people wanting 

to help,” Sharp said. 
“Some people have a good 
amount of money and big 
hearts, but they just don’t 
know where to start when 
it comes to helping. And 
they trust me to do the 
right thing.”

Sharp says she has “a 
list as long as my car” of 
people who want to buy her 
paintings, which sell for 
$150 each, for the down-
town Wilson economic 
relief project and is having 
trouble meeting the de-
mand.

“Within 15 minutes of 

posting on my Facebook 
page, they are sold,” 
Sharp said. “I can’t keep 
up. I’m doing my best to 
get five or six out a week, 
whether delivered or 
mailed.”

With the money earned 
so far, Sharp has paid 
rent, utility bills, paid for 
diapers and other supplies 
needed by business em-
ployees who are now out 
of work. The donations are 
decided by need but built 
on trust.

“I trust them, and they 
trust me,” Sharp said. 

“Some downtown busi-
nesses said they were OK 
financially this month but 
knew they would not be OK 
the next month.”

Sharp even set up a small 
fund for a restaurant to 
pay for food in case people 
walked in and said they 
were hungry but didn’t 
have money.

Sharp has applied for 
a grant but will only 
accept and spend that 
money if the need by 
downtown business own-
ers is still there when 
and if she is awarded the 
grant.

If there is money left 
over from the sale of her 
paintings, she will keep 
reaching out to downtown 
businesses through the 
end of the coronavirus out-
break.

Bloom: Paintings help downtown businesses
Continued from page 5 “When I’m stressed, I paint flowers. It 

takes me to my mother. Painting these 
flowers makes me happy.”
PEGI BARNES SHARP, local artist
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Photographer captures forgotten Wilson
Pandemic gives 
De Perlinghi 
time and empty 
landscapes
By Janelle Clevinger

Photographer Jerome De 
Perlinghi is on a mission 
— a mission to document, 
through square format 
black and white photo-
graphs, sections of Wilson 
that seem to be forgotten. 
These photographs make 
up the “Wilson in Squares” 
project that De Perlinghi 
has been working on since 
2015. It’s a project that 
seems to lend itself to the 
distant, empty, strikingly 
different times in which 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has placed us.

“I started this project in 
2015, working on and off, 
but not too much,” De Per-
linghi said. “I’ll work on it 
one week, then no more for 
six months. I’ve been do-
ing that for several years. I 
have no time limit for this 
project, although this is a 
good time for me to work 
on it a bit harder.”

Carrying his Fujifilm 
X100F digital camera, De 
Perlinghi says he walks be-
tween three and four hours 
a day for the project which 
adds up to anywhere from 
12 to 15 miles,.

“This keeps me busy in a 
healthy way,” De Perlinghi 
said. “I’m putting no one 
in danger. I’m meeting no 
one, I’m talking to no one. 
I say hello to people and I 
wave — I’m polite — but 
I’m not putting anyone in 
danger, and I’m not putting 
myself in danger.”

The “Wilson in Squares” 
project is a big change 

Leder Brothers Department Store has been around forever, said photographer Jerome De 
Perlinghi. You can see fashion styles from the 1950s and 1960s. Photo courtesy Jerome De 
Perlinghi

Photographer  
Jerome De 
Perlinghi has 
been taking 
photos in 
downtown 
Wilson for  
years.

Janelle 
Clevinger | For 
Wide Awake 
WilsonContinued on page 8
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from another photography 
project he undertook a few 
years back, “The Wilson 
Project,” where De Perlin-
ghi stood with his backdrop 
on the street and waited 
for people to walk by so he 
could ask them to pose for 
a portrait.

“This project has not a 
single person in it,” De Per-
linghi said. “The locations 
are basically a set, and it’s 
something I’ve done before 
in my work in all different 
states in America. That 

project was called ‘Fad-
ing American History For 
Sale.’” 

While living in and visit-
ing cities around the world, 
De Perlinghi noticed a ma-
jor difference in the way the 
United States treated the 
structures built in it. 

“More so in America than 
in many other countries, we 
build something and let it 
live 20 years, and then we 
abandon it and just move 
on,” De Perlinghi said. “Al-
though when we abandon 
it, it’s still in good shape, 
and after that it’s falling 

down and falling apart and 
you wonder, ‘Why did you 
move like a half mile or a 
mile away?’ I know it’s a 
problem for main streets 
and downtowns every-
where. Businesses are mov-
ing to malls that are only a 
few miles away from here, 
but then it’s too late. You 
left it, it’s falling into disre-
pair, and then it becomes 
like a ghost town.”

“I see a lot less of this in 
Europe,” De Perlinghi said. 
“In Europe, its more about 
the economic decline of, for 
example, some steel towns 

where they lost a big mill, 
and so on, where here (in 
the U.S.) it’s more general. 
It’s more like a decision to 
move all the stores and all 
the banks out of the town 
and so on. This has noth-
ing to do with a steel mill 
disappearing. It’s more like 
a mindset of the way this 
country is built. ‘We have to 
move on.’ 

“This project is a bit of a 
statement where I record 
the moving landscape of 
our city. And because I live 

De Perlinghi: 'This project has not a single person in it'

Continued from page 7

For his "Wilson in Squares" project, photographer Jerome De Perlinghi shows the former White's Tire plant on Douglas Street 
on the left. At right, in "Plymouth," Jerome shows Vance Street and the Anderson Apartments. Photo courtesy Jerome De Perlinghi

Continued on page 9
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here it’s easy for me to 
come out any time of the 
day.”

ARTISTIC RESIDENCY

De Perlinghi serves as 
artistic director of the “Eyes 
on Main Street” photo exhi-
bition and knew early on in 
the pandemic that the May 
opening of the sixth annual 
exhibit would have to be 
postponed.

“The Eyes on Main Street 
festival is ready, and while 
there’s always a bit of work 
attached to the festival, 
the main work has already 
been done. The work to be 
done now is hanging the 
photographs. It is ready to 
go, but for obvious reasons 
we decided we couldn’t do 
the festival now.”

The projected opening 
is scheduled for Aug. 15 of 
this year.

Multi-week residencies in 
Wilson by photographers 
around the world also had 
to be canceled because for 
fear of spreading and catch-
ing the coronavirus. But De 
Perlinghi sees this time as a 
sort of artistic residency for 
himself.

“This is almost like a real 
residency,” De Perlinghi 
said. “Even if I don’t photo-
graph, I walk with my dog 
and I’ll look around, so I 
know exactly where I want 
to be (to take a specific 
photo). I get up usually very 
early and I think, ‘What 
photo are you going to take 
today,’ and so you try to 
imagine it. You can’t do that 
in a place you don’t know.”

‘A DIFFERENT EYE’

“Wilson in Squares” 
obviously highlights 
Wilson locations, but De 
Perlinghi says he realizes 
that the abandonment of 
buildings as cities move 
outwards from their start-

ing points happens all 
over America.

“Downtown Wilson is 
very much a part of this 
project, and I want to show 
downtown with a different 
eye,” De Perlinghi said. 
“Some of it is very beauti-
ful, like the train station, 
and some of it is a bit sad, 
like finding family photos 
in an empty house that was 
less than 100 yards from 
the public library. That’s 
the part that I sometimes 
don’t understand. 

“People think that they 
(abandoned homes) are 
going to be far away from 
them, but it’s right here. 
There are many houses all 
around downtown that, with 

a little love and attention, 
would actually make fan-
tastic, fantastic houses. We 
need to find a way to save 
some of the houses. This is 
the time to do it because if 
we wait another few years 
they will be totally gone.”

“So this is a visual proj-
ect for me, but at the same 
time on different days with 
different photographs, it’s 
also a political statement. 
I’m aware that this is hap-
pening everywhere, so this 
is not a critique of the city. 
It’s broader than that. I’m 
not blaming anyone. I’m 
just saying, ‘It’s a mental-
ity. Can we change the 
mentality? Can we be an 
influence? Can we save one 

house? Can we make our 
streetscapes better?’ This is 
a message to everyone.”

De Perlinghi is now a 
Wilson resident but hails 
from Belgium and has trav-
eled extensively around the 
world. 

“I’ve been to 65 countries, 
and the United States is by 
far the richest country,” De 
Perlinghi said. “And I think 
a little more sharing would 
help a lot.”

De Perlinghi posts some 
of his “Wilson in Squares” 
photographs on his Face-
book page, but a more 
extensive collection of his 
work can be found on his 
Instagram account, @jde-
perlinghi.

De Perlinghi: He also directs Eyes on Main Street
Continued from page 8

Two hundred yards from photographer Jerome De Perlinghi's home a house burned down, but 
in the bookcase, a few books are untouched saved from the flames, including "Testament of 
Hope," speeches and writings by Martin Luther King. Photo courtesy Jerome De Perlinghi



10  Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  May 2020

Trying to stay in the groove
Artists, musicians 
continue being 
creative during crisis
By Janelle Clevinger

When voice teacher Elizabeth Win-
stead saw other states issuing stay-at-
home orders in the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she knew North 
Carolina would not be far behind. 
And Winstead is a planner.

“When I saw other states closing 
down, I knew we needed to be pre-
pared,” said Winstead, owner of The 
Singers Studio in downtown Wilson. 
“We started virtual lessons the first 
week and have been doing this ever 
since.”

Winstead said she and the other 
two instructors at the studio use three 
different platforms to connect with 
their students: Skype, Google Duo 
and FaceTime.

“We are teaching 85% of our stu-
dents online, and it’s really not bad,” 
Winstead said. “Most people jumped 
on board immediately, but some 
students have very poor internet con-
nections and that just won’t work. But 
most have been very willing and able 
to do it.” 

Winstead said that there is no sub-
stitute for teaching face-to-face and 
that virtual lessons will do for now, 
but not for the long run.

“There is a slight delay (with online 
teaching) so the teacher can’t live ac-
company the student,” Winstead said. 
“You can’t practice a voice exercise 
together, so I made hundreds of re-
cordings and sent them to students so 
that I can ‘accompany’ the students 
and they have someone to sing with.”

Winstead noted that a lot of her stu-
dents are beginning students who still 
need to hear someone else sing what 
they’re learning.

In addition to Winstead teaching 
virtual voice lessons for The Singers 
Studio, Cory Whaley is teaching pia-
no and voice using online platforms, 
and David Winstead is teaching a 
directing class and directing one act 
plays using Zoom.

Winstead teaches online about 

seven hours a day, and although it’s 
worth it, it is by no means easy.

“I’ve done this before but not on this 
scale, and my eyes are taking a beat-
ing,” Winstead said. “This so much 
more exhausting than live teaching.”

But Winstead knows that in addi-
tion to keeping her students practic-
ing, she provides a bit of normalcy 
during an uncertain time.

“A lot of my students have thanked 
me for keeping a part of their lives 
normal,” Winstead said. “For my 
younger students, a lot has been tak-

en away from them this year includ-
ing dances and sports.”

‘GUIDING ME TO MY ART’

For artist and studio owner Andrea 
Horton Morton, being homebound is 
more essential than it is to most other 
people. Morton is currently in treat-
ment for cancer, which means her im-
mune system is compromised and she 
can not run the risk of coming into 

Voice teacher Elizabeth Winstead works with student Zy’Miracle Kearney from her 
home. Contributed photo

Continued on page 11
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Groove: 'I’m giving $100 each to six downtown businesses' 

contact with COVID-19.
“The only place I go is to 

radiation treatment,” Mor-
ton said. “I go there and 
back every day. This (coro-
navirus) pandemic guides 
me more to my art. Painting 
gets me through my cancer 
and what we’re going on in 
the world right now.”

Morton felt the need to 
give back to the community 
that has helped her during 
her cancer diagnosis and 
treatment, so she began 
painting small paintings 
and selling them online. 

“I’ve sold six paintings 
at $100 each, so I’m giving 
$100 each to six downtown 
businesses who can use it,” 
Morton said. “The whole 
community helped me pay 
for my chemotherapy, and 
we are family downtown so 
I wanted to give back.”

Morton said that painting 
is something that makes 
her happy during times like 
this and that she doesn’t 
want to use her cancer 
treatment as an excuse not 
to paint. 

“I want create art, share 
it and make people happy,” 
Morton said. “The first 
painting I completed was 
one of a hummingbird 
because my mother loves 
hummingbirds. We can’t 
see each other right now, 
and I miss her so much. I 
posted the painting online 
and someone immediately 
wanted to buy it. I didn’t set 
out to sell it, but I did.”

Morton heard that some 
downtown businesses 
were struggling during the 
pandemic and decided to 
keep painting small pieces, 
selling them and giving 
the proceeds to those busi-
nesses. She is also doing 
commission work and do-
nating the proceeds to her 
downtown fund.

She plans on expanding 
her online presence and 
start selling hand-painted 

mugs and begin produc-
ing videos showcasing her 
work and providing tutori-
als.

MUSIC GIVETH, COVID-19 
TAKETH AWAY

For some local musicians, 
social distancing during the 
coronavirus outbreak gives 
them time to practice their 
music, time that normally 
is not afforded to them with 
busy life schedules. For 
others, it is a shock to the 
pocketbook. A total loss of 
income.

Mark Peterson, who 
serves as music director for 
both Barton College and St. 
Therese Catholic Church in 
Wilson, is grateful for the 
time he has been given to 
practice his craft.

“For me, this has been 
amazingly stimulating,” Pe-
terson said. “For two hours 
every day I practice playing 
the organ at St. Therese. I 
had not been able to do that 
in a long while. Consistency 
is everything for a musi-
cian. If you practice every 
day and then don’t practice 
one day, you can tell.”

Although mass is not held 
at the church during this 
period of social distancing, 
Peterson played the organ 
for an Easter service that 
was broadcast online.

“That was well-received, 
so we might do more live 
recording,” Peterson said.

Peterson also directs 
the Barton College/Wilson 
Symphony Orchestra, 
which performs several 
public concerts each year.

“The spring concert for 
this year has been canceled, 
but the money that funds 
it comes from an endow-
ment so it will roll over to 
the next concert, which will 
be held the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving,” Peterson 
said. 

Peterson realizes that he 
is one of the lucky musi-
cians. 

“I really feel for musicians 
who have lost all their in-
come during this time,” he 
said. “Out of the 40 people 
in the Barton College/Wil-
son Symphony Orchestra, 
10 of those musicians rely 
entirely on playing gigs.”

‘A TOTAL COLLAPSE OF 
BUSINESS’

For local music teacher 
and bass player Dale Bryce, 
the coronavirus resulted 
in a complete severing of 
income.

“In the course of 18 
hours, I went from being 
able to pay my bills to no 
income whatsoever,” Bryce 
said. “It was a total collapse 
of business. The social dis-
tancing meant that all the 
venues I played at weren’t 
allowed to host events.”

Bryce’s primary teach-
ing job is being the music 
teacher at the Save A 
Youth’s after school pro-
gram.

“Obviously, there is no 
school now so there is no 

after school program,” 
Bryce said. “When they are 
closed, I don’t work.”

“Regarding my private 
lessons, I canceled the les-
sons in my studio immedi-
ately, and the music store 
where I teach closed, plus 
I’m not going to do lessons 
in a small room because it’s 
just not safe,” Bryce said. “I 
do have interest in online 
lessons by my students, 
so now I have to get the 
equipment set up, as do my 
students. I’m considering 
making video lessons on 
specific music topics that 
would be available for pur-
chase.”

Bryce plays bass guitar 
for several area bands, in-
cluding TripleWide, Chet 
Nichols & the Repeat Of-
fenders, The Monitors, The 
Unnamed Band, Fatmouth 
and the Dale Bryce Collec-
tive.

“Every one of those bands 
had gigs on the calendar, 
and all those gigs went 

Continued from page 10

Andrea Horton Morton said the pandemic has guided her 
more to her art. Contributed photo

Continued on page 12
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away,” Bryce said. “I still have some 
shows on the calendar, but they 
depend on what will happen in the 
next couple of months. Most are post-
poned.”

Bryce said that many musicians are 
emphasizing the sale of their mer-
chandise in order to earn some in-
come. He has Dale Bryce bobblehead 
dolls for sale and is in the process of 
designing T-shirts to sell in order to 
bring in some money. He continues 
to do livestream performances via his 
Facebook pages and has advice for 
those who are watching various art-
ists’ virtual performances.

“People need to hit the ‘like’ button 
on all the videos they watch across 
all the platforms, even if you just 
watch for a few seconds,” Bryce said.  
“Young people say, ‘You’re thirsty for 
likes,’ but if you’re in this business, 
it helps with the logarithm. It pops 
up in other people’s feeds even if you 
aren’t friends with them. And that is 
very important on the Instagram plat-
form.”

LISTEN TO WIL’T’SON LIMELIGHT

Bryce is posting live performances 
on the newly-formed “Wil’t’son 
Limelight” Facebook page, hosted 
by Wilson Downtown Development, 
the Arts Council of Wilson and Vollis 
Simpson Whirligig Park. The page 
was created to provide Wilson musi-
cians, singers and dancers a place to 
post performances during this stay-
at-home period when all concerts 
and recitals have been canceled or 
postponed. 

“Susan Kellum (Historic Downtown 
Wilson marketing and communica-
tions coordinator) came to Jeff Bell 
(Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park execu-
tive director) and I with the idea,” said 
Cathy Hardison, Arts Council of Wil-
son executive director. “We all shared 
a heart for our local musicians and 
dancers and wanted to do something 
to help our performers in Wilson 
County. All three of our organizations 
program stages and line up entertain-
ment for events. Performances are 
meant to have audiences and to cre-
ate shared experiences among groups 
bringing them together.”

“As Wilson Downtown Develop-

ment marketing and events staff 
realized we were not going to be able 
to have physical events during this 
time of social distancing, we started 
looking for alternative methods of 
supporting our downtown commu-
nity,” Kellum said. “We saw a great 
idea from a neighboring North Caro-
lina Main Street community which 
launched a Facebook group platform 
that would support local performing 
artists and provide entertainment for 
the community.”

The Facebook page, “Wil’t’son 
Limelight,” went live on April 14. The 
page administrators began inviting 
local singers, musicians and dance 
studios to join the page to provide 
programming and encouraged those 
people to invite both performers and 
audience.

“I’ve been inviting people who are 
not musicians to watch the perfor-
mances on the Facebook page,” Bryce 
said. “This should not only be musi-
cians watching musicians. We need a 
much broader audience.”

Hardison pointed out that artists 
do not only rely on the energy cre-

ated by live audiences. Some need 
the income earned at those perfor-
mances.

“Many performers rely on gigs 
for a living and aren’t receiving that 
income right now,” Hardison said. 
“To protect the health and safety of 
our people, live performances can’t 
happen right now, so we created 
“Wil’t’son Limelight” to set the stage 
for Wilson performers to share their 
art form during this pandemic. By 
providing a platform, we hope to 
increase and/or extend the audience 
for local performers, showcase the 
wealth of talent here in Wilson, and 
sooth our community with artistic 
experiences they would normally 
have the opportunity to enjoy in per-
son.”

“Wil’t’son Limelight” encourages its 
audience to not only enjoy and “like” 
the online performances but to tip the 
artists as well if the performers pro-
vide a platform for donations.

“Performers are encouraged to 
post a virtual tip jar and their social 
links along with their performance 
so their audience may support them 
during this time when their liveli-
hood has been put on hold,” Kellum 
said. “Guidelines and helpful tips 
for performers participating in the 
group are provided in the ‘Abou’ 
section of the page. As the focus is 
local, performers should be from, or 
reside in, Wilson County.”

Groove: Local musicians perform on Facebook
Continued from page 11

Dale Bryce, who lost his livelihood 
because of the pandemic, performs on 
the Wil't'son Limelight Facebook page. 
Contributed photo

“As Wilson Downtown 
Development marketing 
and events staff realized 
we were not going to 
be able to have physical 
events during this time 
of social distancing, 
we started looking for 
alternative methods of 
supporting our downtown 
community.”
SUSAN KELLUM, Historic Downtown 
Wilson marketing and communications 
coordinator
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Council still advocating for the arts
COVID-19 
brings changes

Under 
normal cir-
cumstanc-
es, the Edna 
Boykin Cul-
tural Center 
would be 
filled with 
sounds. The 
sounds of 

friends conversing over 
artwork in an exhibit, the 
sounds of children rehears-
ing for an upcoming musi-
cal production, the sounds 
of an audience clapping or 
cheering for a performer, 
the sounds of artists of all 
ages washing their brushes 
in the sink, and the sound 
of the door opening to visi-
tors of all types throughout 
the day.  

The Arts Council of Wil-
son is a non-profit organi-
zation, and our mission is 
to improve quality of life for 
all by being a hub for artis-
tic experiences that enrich, 
educate and entertain the 
citizens of Wilson County 
and beyond. The sights and 
sounds of artistic experi-
ences look much different 
during COVID-19.  

Our doors may be locked, 
our venue quiet, dark and 
empty, but we are continu-
ing to serve you in unique 
ways, by thinking “outside 
of the box” and experiment-
ing with new approaches to 
creativity. 

Our staff members are 
embracing the fact that dif-
ficult times bring us closer 
together and are encour-
aging innovation in how 
we interact with you. We 
believe that the arts are 
essential during this time 
where people need to feel 
connected more than ever 
to the community around 

them. We believe the arts 
are the perfect medium to 
strengthen our community 
and bring us together to 
emotionally connect during 
these times where we must 
physically stay apart and 
prioritize our physical well-
being.  

Our staff and volunteers 
are working harder than 
ever behind the scenes. We 
are asking ourselves con-
stantly how we can pivot to 
best serve our artists, stu-
dents, art teachers and the 
community at large during 
these strange times. With 
every plan we make, we 
must look ahead for a Plan 
B and a Plan C because of 
the future unknowns of 
how COVID-19 will prog-
ress and continue to affect 
our Wilson community, our 
state, our country and our 
world.  In some cases, we 
are already on Plan C and 
coming up with Plan D – 
and I’m sure many of you 
can relate.  

NEW INITIATIVES

A mixture of advocacy, 
partnerships and leverag-

ing our technological and 
creative resources resulted 
in some beautiful initiatives 
that we’d like to share with 
you.

Yholima Vargas-Aleem’s 
painting exhibit “Color 
and Life” was open only 
one day before the domi-
noes started falling, and 
social distancing mandates 
started going into effect 
in various phases here in 
Wilson County. Working 
closely with the artist, we 
have created a virtual expe-
rience of Yholima’s work, 
now available at www.wil-
sonarts.com/exhibits. The 
visual beauty of this “virtual 
gallery” is enhanced with 
audio commentary, giving 
insight on how the work 
was created and what the 
artist was thinking while 
creating these complex and 
intriguing pieces.

We have launched an 
online gift shop selling 
the work of local artists 
at wilsonarts.com/gal-
leryshop. Many artisans are 
suffering from lost income 
that they cannot earn in 
physical galleries, markets 
and festivals because of 

COVID-19. Buying art from 
local artists is the best way 
to support them during this 
time.  It is a win/win for 
everyone. It helps artists to 
keep creating, it helps the 
Arts Council of Wilson to 
remain viable, it supports 
your local economy, it will 
make you feel good to help 
someone else, and it will 
help your home become a 
more relaxing and creative 
space as you shelter in 
place.    

There are a lot of meet-
ings on Zoom in our new 
life. Our ACT! for Youth re-
hearsals for "The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe" 
are continuing on Zoom. It 
has meant a lot to our kids 
to continue rehearsing for 
the show and have the op-
portunity to be together and 
connect with one other.  

We have also met “virtu-
ally” with our art teachers 
to help prepare them for 
their upcoming exhibit and 
support them with prompts 
and resources to share with 
their students as they tran-
sition to online teaching 

CATHY 
HARDISON

Yholima 
Vargas- 
Aleem's 
artwork is 
featured in 
the exhibit 
"Color and 
Life." See it 
online now. 
Contributed 
photo

Continued on page 14
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and learning.
My heart has been warmed by 

the many amazing contributions of 
individual artists in Wilson County 
generously donating their time and 
talents by doing live performances 
on social media, sharing their pro-
cess and their work, selling their 
artwork to help other sectors of 
the community and creating color-
ing books to help young ones pro-
cess the changing world around 
them.  

We are all working hard to heal our 
community and soothe anxieties, and 
we are stronger together for it. We 
have been using social media to share 
these generous offerings, as well as 
creating some art prompts of our own 
to support parents at home with their 
children.

Connect with us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/artscoun-
cilofwilson/ and Instagram @
ArtsCouncilofWilson. And of course 
we are keeping our web page up to 
date with all of the current news at 
www.wilsonarts.com.

Stay tuned as we have new oppor-
tunities and platforms coming down 
the pipeline to serve you during these 
challenging times. The Arts Coun-
cil of Wilson is active, we miss you, 
and we are here for you! We are also 
working hard planning for a bright 
future when we can be together 
again.

We’re already thinking ahead to 
our annual Summer Community Mu-
sical (the iconic musical “Cinderella” 
by Rodgers and Hammerstein) and 
an amazing line-up of entertainers 
for Boykin Series 24. We are also 
working closely with our state and 
country advocacy organizations to 
measure the economic impact of 
COVID-19 on the arts and advocate 
for artists, arts businesses, and non-
profit arts organizations at state and 
national levels.   

If you want to help and don’t know 
how, don’t hesitate to reach out at 
252-291-4329 or contact our staff at 
www.wilsonarts.com. 

I know we are all hurting, but if you 
find yourself a little more economical-
ly fortunate and believe in the work 
that we are doing, please consider 
donating to keep us going strong at 
www.wilsonarts.com/give. 

It takes a village, and we are so 
thankful for ours!

Cathy Hardison is executive director of 
the Arts Council of Wilson.

Council: Social media helping to bridge the gap 
Continued from page 13

Allison Stokley's ceramics can be purchased through the Arts Council of Wilson's 
gift shop. Contributed photo

We are all working hard to heal our community and 
soothe anxieties, and we are stronger together for 
it. We have been using social media to share these 
generous offerings, as well as creating some art 
prompts of our own to support parents at home with 
their children.
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Get outside and get gardening
There 

is no bet-
ter time 
to get 
garden-
ing than 
right now 
while 
we are 
spend-
ing more 

time at home. Here are 
some of the top things to do 
while social distancing.

• If you are on Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter 
or another social media 
platform, be sure to like/
follow the Wilson Botanical 
Gardens. While the gardens 
are closed currently, we 
have stepped up our videos 
on “how to” and “garden 
tours.” You can also go to 
other public garden pages 
like Lewis Ginter or Long-
wood that have also put a 
lot of pretty pictures and 
tours online.  You get to 
visit without paying an ad-
mission fee.

• Visit N.C, State and 
other state’s Extension re-
sources. Oregon Extension 
is offering free online class-
es, and while the gardening 
zones (i.e. timing) may be 
different, the horticulture 
advice is sound.   

• Your local Master Gar-
deners are also available to 
help. You can call the Wil-
son Extension office Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
252-237-0111, and leave 
a message for the Master 
Gardener to return your 
call within 24 hours or send 
an email to wilsonemgv@
hotmail.com.

• If you have never plant-
ed a vegetable garden be-
fore, now is the time. Start 
with making a list of what 
vegetables you and your 
family enjoy eating. Then 
determine if you can buy 
seeds (cucumbers, beans, 
zucchini, corn) or if you 

need to buy plants (pep-
pers, tomatoes, eggplant). 
You can plant in-ground 
beds, raised beds or even 
large containers. 

Have your children help 
and make it a science ex-
periment.

• Since we are eating 
at home more, be sure to 
compost newspaper, used 
coffee grounds with filters, 
vegetable and fruit scraps. 
If you have already been 
composting, now is the per-
fect time to incorporate the 
compost into your vegeta-
ble or other planting beds.

• For older children, 
pruning can be educa-
tional, looking for buds, 
and angling the correct cut, 
learning to safely sharpen 
blades, etc. There are a lot 

of great videos out there 
how to tend to your garden-
ing tools.

• Take a daily walk of 
your property and notice 
where you would like to 
incorporate more plants. 
It is amazing how quickly 
plants change in the gar-
den. N.C. State has a new 
plant finder https://plants.
ces.ncsu.edu/ to help you 
select plants depending on 
what your needs are such 
as native, pollinator, white 
flowers, height, sun expo-
sure, etc. 

They are also looking to 
add to their photo collec-
tion, so if you have awe-
some plant photos you 
want to share, send them 
to the Wilson Master Gar-
dener email, and you will 

get photo credit.
Don’t worry if you don’t 

have a green thumb, gar-
dening is fun, but if garden-
ing really isn’t for you, don’t 
let that stop you from going 
outside and getting a little 
sunshine to charge up your 
vitamin D, eating a meal, 
or enjoying a cup of cof-
fee. The fresh air from the 
plants and the sounds of 
birds will recharge you!

For more gardening in-
formation, call the Wilson 
County Master Gardener 
Volunteers at 252-237-0111 
or email anytime at wil-
sonemgv@hotmail.com.

Cyndi Lauderdale is horticul-
ture extension agent with 
N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion.

CYNDI 
LAUDERDALE

Bearded Iris "Nice and Nifty" is one of many plants blooming now in the garden. Karen Blume | 
Special to Wide Awake Wilson 
 



By Genevieve Baillie

If you’re at all interested 
in history, you know that 
there’s a unique feeling 
that comes from seeing 
real, original documents. 
This is why thousands of 
people travel every year 
to see the original United 
States Constitution, after 
all.

A mere transcript can’t 
replace the original hand-
writing, the texture of the 
paper or even the mysteri-
ous stains along the edge 
that bring the past alive. 
It’s exactly this authentic-
ity that elevates a recent 
read of mine, “Tales from 

the Captain’s Log: From 
Captain Cook to Charles 
Darwin, Blackbeard, and 
Nelson — Accounts of 
Great Events at Sea From 
Those Who Were There,” 
published by the National 
Archives.  

The topic of this book 
is, of course, fascinat-
ing to anyone interested 
in maritime history, but 
there’s something here 

for even landlubber his-
tory buffs. 

The book is broken into 
five sections. Section one, 
“Exploration and Dis-
covery” covers far-flung 
voyages that mapped the 
world, from Botany Bay 
to the Northwest Pas-
sage. 

“Mutiny and Piracy” 
focuses on the adventures 
of pirates and privateers, 

including our very own 
Blackbeard. I was espe-
cially fascinated by “Sci-
ence and Surgery,” which 
highlights scientific dis-
coveries and the struggles 
of early medicine aboard 
ship.

For those interested in 
battles at sea “The Navy” 
ranges from the experi-
ence of common seamen 
to the Battle of Trafalgar. 
And in “Emigration and 
Transportation” we visit the 
experiences of those who 
— willingly or not — made 
voyages to settle in far-off 
countries.  
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Armchair historians will enjoy this book
History buffs will enjoy "Tales from the Captain's Log," available at the Wilson County Public Library. Genevieve Baillie | For Wide 
Awake Wilson

BOOK REVIEW

Continued on page 17

The topic of this book is, of course, 
fascinating to anyone interested in 
maritime history, but there’s something 
here for even landlubber history buffs. 
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This wide-ranging choice 
of topics stands out in the 
variety of viewpoints pre-
sented. There were stories 
here I hadn’t read before 
or had my knowledge 
expanded in fascinating 
detail. For instance, I’ve 
heard the term “scurvy 
seadog” tossed around in 
historical movies, though 
seeing an original medical 
watercolor of its effects 
brings home what a hor-
rifying and mystifying dis-
ease this must have been 
for the sufferers.

But how many of us knew 
about the “hulks” — a grim 
Victorian solution to prison 
overcrowding that used 
derelict ships as mass con-
vict housing?

The topics are fascinat-
ing, but what really makes 

this beautiful book stand 
out is the lavish reproduc-
tion of original documents 
from the National Ar-
chives and other sources. 
On almost every page are 
gorgeous images of the 
original ship’s logs, in all 
their water-stained, spi-
dery handwriting. Supple-
menting these are other 
original images — maps 
and sketches made on the 
voyages, paintings of the 
ships and portraits of the 
commanders. 

This book is an absolute 
visual treat, and this lav-
ish use of imagery really 
brings the text to life. A 
must-read for any arm-
chair historian.

Genevieve Baillie is the ex-
tension services librarian at 
the Wilson County Public 
Library

BOOK REVIEW

Continued from page 16
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Gearing up to preserve local foods
May kicks off quite 

an exciting time of year 
for North Carolina. 
During this time, you 
may be planning to cul-
tivate a small garden, 
already have seeds in 
the ground, or you may 
be like me and rely on 

local farmers for fresh 
produce.

Both strawberries and blueberries 
are available this month. These two 
berries help maintain a healthy heart 
and are excellent sources of antioxi-
dants. Antioxidants help to fight “the 
bad guys,” also known as free radi-
cals, in the body to reduce the risk 
of cancer. Unfortunately, the harvest 
season doesn’t last long for these 
foods. Home food preservation may 
be of interest to you when consider-
ing ways to make those foods last 
throughout the year. 

There are a few methods of preserv-
ing foods at home: freezing, dehy-
drating and canning. Dehydrating 
your own strawberries can make for 
an excellent snack for children while 
reducing added sugars in their diets. 
Just be sure you properly dehydrate 
the strawberries by dipping them in 
a citric acid solution, such as lemon 
juice, to preserve their beautiful color; 
dehydrate using the correct combina-
tion of time and temperature to en-
sure your berries do not mold. Check 
the manual for instructions specific to 
your dehydrator as dehydrators vary. 
When it comes to freezing strawber-
ries and blueberries, the recommend-
ed processes are slightly different. 

When freezing strawberries, sim-
ply dry pack the fruit into a freezer 
container or bag, seal and freeze. You 
may choose to freeze strawberries in 
a sugar pack or pectin syrup which 
helps the fruit maintain its texture 
better than a dry pack without added 
sugar. An alternative method is to 
arrange the berries on a single layer 
tray, place in the freezer, and as soon 
as the berries are frozen through, im-
mediately package them in a freezer 
container to avoid freezer burn. You 
can use this method with blueberries 
as well, and you’ll likely have a better 
product when it is time to thaw and 
eat. With blueberries, however, you’ll 
want to avoid washing them prior to 

freezing as washing the blueberries 
toughens the skins. After you freeze 
them, be sure to wash them once they 
have thawed and are ready to eat. 
More information about dehydrating 
and freezing can be found at www.
nchfp.uga.edu. 

Another method to preserving these 
delicious fruits is to turn them into 
a breakfast staple —jam! Jams are a 
great addition to plain yogurt, craft-
ing your own dressing or marinade 
and even an nice boost of flavor to an 
ice cream treat. 

When it comes to making jam, there 
are several important considerations. 

First, consider if you’d like a shelf-
stable product or something a little 
less labor intensive such as a freezer 
jam. Next, be sure you are using a 
recipe from the 100th edition of the 
Ball Blue Book, “So Easy to Preserve” 
or the National Center for Home Food 
Preservation to ensure your product 
is microbiologically safe and doesn’t 
lead to spoilage after a few months. 

When following recipes, be sure not 
to modify any measurements, don’t 
add your own twist, and be sure to 
follow the instructions exactly which 
includes the processing time for shelf-
stable items. Any modifications effect 
how safe the end product will be as 
each step, ingredient and measure-
ment has a purpose. 

When canning, altering the amount 
of sugar in a jam recipe will affect 
the product’s safety and its ability to 
gel with the pectin. If you choose to 
reduce the sugar in a recipe, you must 
keep the product in the refrigerator 
or freezer for safety. When process-
ing jams in a water bath canner, take 
a crucial look at the processing time 
per size of the jar. If a recipe recom-

CASSIDY 
HALL

Strawberry Freezer Jam

2 cups crushed 
strawberries (about 1 
quart)

4 cups sugar

1 package powdered 

pectin

1 cup water

Sterilize canning jars by boiling in water 10 minutes; prepare two-piece can-
ning lids according to manufacturer’s instructions (new canning lids should 
not be boiled as boiling destroys the sealing compound).

Sort and wash fully ripe berries. Drain. Remove caps and stem, then crush 
berries using a fork or masher.

Place prepared berries in a large mixing bowl. Add sugar, mixing well. Let 
stand 20 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

Dissolve pectin in water and boil for 1 minute, add to berries and stir for 2 
minutes.

Pour into freezer containers, leaving a 1/2 inch of headspace. Cap and let 
stand at room temperature for 24 hours.

Store for up to 3 weeks in the refrigerator or up to 1 year in the freezer. Once 
opened, use within a few days.

Do not keep at room temperature, as jam will mold or ferment in a short 
time. Yields 5-6 half-pint jars

Continued on page 19

When following recipes, 
be sure not to modify 
any measurements, don’t 
add your own twist, and 
be sure to follow the 
instructions exactly which 
includes the processing 
time for shelf-stable items. 
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mends processing pint jars 
for 10 minutes, but you 
decide you want to use half-
pint jars, the final product 
will be overly processed, 
altering the quality of the 
product. If you do not pro-
cess jar long enough, this 
will impact the jar’s ability 
to press out all of the oxy-
gen and seal. If the jar seals 
with oxygen left inside, 
you’ll get food spoilage, 
and all of your efforts are 
wasted. 

As you can see, all steps 
and recommendations 
have a function. If you 
stumble upon a recipe 
(from the recommended 
sources above), that rec-
ommends a processing 
time of less than 10 min-
utes, the jars need to be 
sterilized beforehand. This 
is more than running the 

jar through your dishwash-
er. This means placing your 
jars into the canner and 
boiling for 10 minutes. This 
important step kills off mi-
croorganisms that can lead 
to food spoilage. 

These are all crucial con-
siderations when choosing 
a jam recipe. If you prefer 
a less intense process to 
make jam, I’d recommend 
choosing a freezer jam 
recipe; however, if you 
want a shelf-stable prod-
uct in the case of a power 
outage, follow all steps of 
the canning process and 
recipe exactly. For more 
information about home 
canning jams, please visit 
https://nchfp.uga.edu/how/
can7_jam_jelly.html.

Cassidy Hall is area agent, 
family and consumer sci-
ences with N.C. Cooperative 
Extension.

Continued from page 18

Preserve: Sterilize the jars

Cinderella

AUDITIONS



For Wide Awake Wilson

Wilson County Public Li-
brary locations are closed to 
foot traffic until further no-
tice due to COVID-19, but 
staff are working behind the 
scenes to provide essential 
services to the community.

Following closures to the 
public on March 20, the 
library has been offering 
curbside pickup for materi-
als at the main library and 
the Black Creek and Lu-
cama branches. 

Books, audiobooks, 
DVDs and magazines can 
be requested using the li-
brary’s catalog at www.wil-
soncountypubliclibrary.org 
or you can call. If you need 
recommendations, staff will 
be happy to help you dis-
cover your next great read.  

For help call the main 
library at 252-237-5355, the 
Black Creek branch at 252-
237-3715 or the Lucama 

branch at 252-239-0046.
Staff are working to an-

swer questions, place holds, 
issue library cards, help with 
online resources and provide 
curbside pickup from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday, at the main library 
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, at the 
above two branches. 

CURBSIDE SERVICE

Here’s how to use curb-
side service:

• Search the online cata-
log www.wilsoncountypub-
liclibrary.org.

• Click the “hold” button, 
log in, and submit the hold. 
Or you can call any open 
location.   

• Wait for notification 
that your items are ready.     

• Come to the library and 
park. At main, you’ll see signs 
telling you where to park.      

• Call the library when you 

arrive and pop the trunk of 
your car. Staff will take your 
items in a bag, drop them in, 
and wave goodbye, all while 
maintaining social distanc-
ing. You’ll need to close your 
own trunk. 

• Book returns at all loca-
tions have been closed to 
protect our customers and 
staff, so please hold onto 
your checked-out materials 
until library locations have re-
opened.  No overdue fines will 
be charged during closures.

OTHER SERVICES

• If you’d rather use “eLi-
brary,” staff can help you 
download eBooks and eAu-
dio and access a variety of 
online resources available 
24/7 with your library card. 
Go to the website and you’ll 
find eBooks in CloudLi-
brary, NCKids and Tumble-
books, and eAudiobooks 
in NC Live. Reference re-

sources including test prep-
aration, language learning 
and educational videos are 
also available through NC 
Live. Visit www.wilson-
countypubliclibrary.org 
for more information. And 
remember, if you don’t cur-
rently have a library card, 
staff can set up an account 
for you over the phone.

• Since the library is closed 
to foot traffic right now, staff 
members are ramping up 
online program offerings, in-
cluding virtual storytimes on 
Facebook Live and a brand-
new YouTube channel.  Sto-
rytimes are offered via Face-
book Live on Wednesday 
mornings at 10 a.m. Soon to 
come are a Spanish story-
time and STEAM program-
ming.  Kids can also call Dial-
a-Story, available 24/7, to 
hear a story read aloud. Dial 
252-265-5570 for English or 
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Library adapts services during pandemic
Wilson County Public Library

Youth 
Services 
Manager 
Scott 
Houston 
presents 
a science 
storytime 
for online 
viewers. 

Contributed 
photo

Continued on page 21



252-265-8433 for Spanish. 
Call to learn how to access 
our virtual programs.

• The annual Summer 
Reading Program is sched-
uled for June 15-Aug. 10. 
This summer’s theme, Imag-
ine Your Story, will include 
a variety of programs that 
can be adapted for virtual or 
in-person experiences, de-
pending on social distancing 
guidelines at that time. This 
year, incentives will also be 
given to teens and adults 
who complete reading logs.  

• Staff members are 
working to develop new 
skills during these closures 
by attending online webi-
nars and conferences so 
they can serve you better 
when the library reopen. 

Employees have even used 
Makerspace equipment to 
sew fabric masks and to 
3D print adjustable mask 
straps to hold them in place. 
After distributing masks to 
all open library locations, 
staff also sent them to other 
Wilson County government 
departments. You can find 
an instructional video on 
the library’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel.  

In a time of illness and 
uncertainty, the Wilson 
County Public Library is 
working intently, not only 
to offer essential services to 
Wilson County in the pres-
ent, but to improve library 
services for the future.  Staff  
members look forward to 
welcoming everyone back 
and making your library ex-
perience better than ever.
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Wilson County Public Library

Adapts: Summer Reading Program is June 15-Aug. 10
Continued from page 20

Aimee Carsten prepares curbside pickups at the Wilson 
County Public Library. Contributed photo

Good Food • Fast Service

201 Ward Blvd. • 237-8365

CREAMERY 
Family Restaurant

The

243-2934
S. Goldsboro St. at Ward Blvd. Wilson N.C. 

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

 since 1946

 since 1969
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Filmmakers can 
take The Cheese 
Sandwich Challenge
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Arts Council of 
Wilson is working with 
Cucalorus and the Tarheel 
Shorties Film Festival in 
soliciting entries for The 
Cheese Sandwich Chal-
lenge.

No experience is neces-
sary for the challenge that 
is open to creators of all 
ages to submit a film.

With so many people 
bored to tears during the 
COVID-19 quarantine, this 
is a chance to engage your 
creativity.

Make a short video 
(must be 90 seconds or 
less) and be sure to in-
clude a cheese sandwich 
(get crafty and creative 
— don’t overthink it), 
and submit it by Aug. 3 at 
11:59 p.m. 

Film files should be 
emailed to dan@cucalo-
rus.org. 

All submissions will be 
screened at the Tarheel 
Shorties Film Festival, 
which the Arts Council of 
Wilson is working to re-
schedule into August at the 
Boykin Center.

Call for artists: 
‘Engaging the Senses’
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Arts Council of 
Wilson is excited to part-
ner with Wilson County 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Services, a Division of the 
North Carolina Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services, on a new exhibi-
tion entitled “Engaging the 
Senses.”

This exhibit will feature 
works that are inclusive of 
artists with disabilities, as 
well as typical artists who 
engage the senses in non-
typical ways. The intent of 
the show is to showcase 
the talents of artists liv-
ing with hearing or vision 

loss, as well as providing 
a showcase for typical art-
ists whose work activates 
other senses in addition to 
sight.  

Submission of artwork 
that cannot be experienced 
through touch is discour-
aged for this show.  

The exhibition will be 
on display Sept. 3 through 
Oct. 3. 

Entry deadline is May 15. 
For information on how 
to submit artwork, visit 
the Arts Council of Wilson 
website at: http://www.
wilsonarts.com/artistopps/, 
or contact Dee Dee Oliver, 
visual arts coordinator, at 
deedee@wilsonarts.com.

ARTS COUNCIL OF WILSON

Asian Cafe 

252-281-5932 • 2861 Raleigh Rd. Parkway
www.vareewilson.com

Thai, Sushi & Ramen 
Full Bar offering beer, wine, 

cocktails and cold and warm sake.
Take-out & catering services available

Best Thai 
and Sushi 
in Wilson! 
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‘Cinderella’ auditions are May 18-19
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Arts Council of 
Wilson and The Singers 
Studio will present as 
the ninth annual summer 
community musical Rog-
ers & Hammerstein’s icon-
ic classic “Cinderella.” The 
show will be presented 
at the Boykin Center July 
16-19

CALL FOR AUDITIONS

Auditions for “Cinderella” 
will be held May 18-19 at 
the Edna Boykin Cultural 
Center. Those auditioning 
could be called back on 
May 21. There are roles for 
all ages in this production, 
and everyone is welcome to 

audition.
There are two audition 

time slots for each day: one 
at 6 p.m. and one at 7:30 
p.m. (four total audition 
time slots). There is a maxi-
mum number of people 
who may attend each time 
slot. You can request a spe-
cific time slot by e-mailing 
actforyouth@wilsonarts.
com, but time slots are not 
guaranteed, and drop-ins 
are not guaranteed at audi-
tion. Sign-in for auditions 
each night will begin at 
5:30. Visit the Arts Council 
of Wilson’s website at http://
www.wilsonarts.com/sum-
mer-community-musical/ 
for complete information.

The Arts Council of 
Wilson is monitoring 

state and local mandates 
regarding COVID-19 and 
social distancing require-
ments and might have to 
alter the way auditions 
are handled, so please 
check the website for 
updates as the date ap-
proaches.

Tickets will be available 

starting June 1 through 
the Arts Council website 
eTix link at http://www.
wilsonarts.com/all-perfor-
mances/ at the Arts Coun-
cil box office (located in 
the Edna Boykin Cultural 
Center, 108 Nash St. NE), 
or by phone at 252-291-
4329.

SUMMER COMMUNITY MUSICAL

The Arts Council of Wilson is monitoring 
state and local mandates regarding 
COVID-19 and social distancing 
requirements and might have to alter 
the way auditions are handled, so please 
check the website for updates as the 
date approaches.

Mon.-Fri. 6:30-2 • Fri. Night 4:30-8 • Sat. 6:30-Noon • Sunday 7-2
Hwy. 58 • Near Wilson Country Club • 237-8723

Breakfast & Lunch Specials Everyday!
Breakfast Plates • Pancakes

French Toast • Omelets
Sandwiches & Biscuits including 

Homemade Cheese Biscuits
Desserts • Chew Bread
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Grassroots grant deadline Sept. 11
For Wide Awake Wilson

Grant applications are now being ac-
cepted for the Wilson County Grassroots 
Arts Program 2020-2021 administered by 
the Arts Council of Wilson, funded by the 
North Carolina Arts Council.

Since 1977, the North Carolina Arts 
Council’s Grassroots Arts Program has 
provided N.C. residents access to quality 
arts experiences. The program distrib-
utes funds for the arts in all 100 counties 
of the state, primarily through partner-
ships with local arts councils. The Arts 
Council of Wilson serves as the North 
Carolina Arts Council’s partner in award-
ing subgrants to local organizations for 
arts programs in Wilson County.

ELIGIBILITY FOR APPLICATION

• All organizations must have been in 
operation for at least one year, and must 
be a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

• All organizations must reside and 
carry out projects within Wilson County.

• Organizations that receive general 
support funds through the N.C. Arts 
Council are not eligible for grassroots 
funds.

• Individuals are not eligible to apply 
for Grassroots Arts funds.

• Applications and support materials 
must be complete and received, not post-
marked, by the due date.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION & DEADLINE

Application forms can be downloaded 
from the Arts Council of Wilson’s website 
at http://www.Wilsonarts.Com/grants-for-
organizations/.

All projects must take place between 
July 1, 2020, and May 30, 2021. This 
means you can apply for a project that 
may have already happened. Grant 
amounts range from $500 to $4,000 (rec-
ommended, but not required).

All applications must be received by 
the Arts Council of Wilson by Sept. 11 by 
5 p.m. Applications must be mailed or 

hand delivered; fax submissions will not 
be considered. The mailing and physical 
address is Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 
108 Nash St. NE, Wilson, NC 27893. 

WHAT THE PROGRAM FUNDS

Grassroots Arts Program funds may 
be used for expenditures to conduct 
quality arts programs or operate an arts 
organization. Typical uses of grassroots 
money include the following: program 
expenses such as artists’ fees and travel, 
space rental, advertising, marketing and 
publicity, website and electronic media, 
scripts, costumes, sets, props, music and 
equipment rental or purchase.

Find details in the Grassroots Arts Pro-
gram information booklet, downloadable 
from our website at http://www.Wilson-
arts.Com/grants-for-organizations/.

Applicants with questions or those 
requiring assistance can contact Cathy 
Hardison at 252-291-4329 or acw@wil-
sonarts.com.



WAW
Puzzles

ACROSS
1. Stockpile
6. Laughing ____
11. Spotted ponies
13. Make numb
14. Boundary
15. “The ____ Strikes 

Back”
16. Sing
18. Pull behind
19. Porky’s digs
22. Exhausting
24. Pizza spice
26. “Render therefore 

____ Caesar . . .”
30. Pocket bread

31. Car fuel
33. Dancer’s jump
34. Earth
35. Language variety
37. Consented
40. Two, in Madrid
41. Confusion
44. Redeem
46. Hosiery color
48. Copied
52. Walking
53. Sweater material
54. Frozen rain
55. Took a position

DOWN
1. Mock

2. Blend
3. Army or carpenter
4. Brood
5. “Moonlight ____”
6. Macho types
7. Yelp
8. Modify copy
9. Famous fiddler
10. Afresh
12. Kite cord
13. Sandwich shop
17. Make wider
19. Soaks up
20. Duo plus one
21. Bigfoot’s kin
23. Shorebird

25. Grand party
27. Necessity
28. Mexican dish
29. Selects
32. Afternoon snooze
36. Decorates
38. Cary or Hugh
39. Used a bell
41. Venomous vipers
42. Double
43. Single time
45. “The Gift of the 

____”
47. Bind
49. Food fish
50. Before, before
51. Family member

Crossword

Sudoku

You’ll find the solutions on page 26
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Puzzle  
solutions

See puzzles on page 25
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www.ECPC1.com

Vidant Pain Management Center
2010 West Arlington Blvd.

Greenville, NC 27834
252-847-0601

ECPC Interventional Pain Clinic
2430 Emerald Place, Suite 103

Greenville, NC 27834
252-561-8218

Outer Banks Hospital
4800 S. Croatan Highway

Nags Head, NC 27949
252-449-5860

Vidant Bertie Hospital
1403 South King Street

Windsor, NC 27983
252-794-6700

Vidant Chowan Hospital
211 Virginia Road

Edenton, NC 27932
252-482-6292

Wilson Pain Clinic
2410 Montgomery Drive

Wilson, NC 27893
252-674-1851

Goldsboro Pain Clinic
2607 Medical Office Place

Goldsboro, NC 27534
919-330-1940

7 Locations to Serve You

At ECPC Pain Specialists, we have eight Pain Doctors and six Adult Nurse Practitioners 
specifically trained to treat and manage pain. Our team is board certified in pain management, 

and is the longest active pain group in the area.  
When you have a need to treat your pain, trust the professionals with the most experience. 

Ask  your provider to call and schedule a referral appointment. 

Melany Furimsky, DO  •  Juan B. Firnhaber, MD  •  Lynn R. Johnson, MD  •  Raymond B. Minard, MD 
José G. Avila-Calles, MD, PhD  •  Aaron Carter, MD  •  Christopher T. Grubb, MD  •  Brian H. Keogh, Jr., MD 

Margaret A. Dillon, ANP  •  Dominique Dennis, FNP-C  •  Tawana Jerry Hunter, RN, AGNP 
Kimberley M. Smith , AGNP  •  Allison Thomas, ANP  •  Jill S. Williams, ANP 

Eastern North Carolina’s Most Comprehensive Pain Practice



OPEN NOW!OPEN NOW!
ONLINE registration is

We offer ONLINE classes and workforce training to help you get back on your feet 
and discover your NEW career! Register online for SUMMER 2020 8-week courses! 

Wilson Community College 
    can help you get yours.

second  
   Chances.
Second  
   Chances.

(252) 291-1195 wilsoncc.edu
WWW .

admissions@wilsoncc.edu


