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Hunter's Dance student Eliza Grey 
Burleson tries on her dance recital 
costume. Contributed photo

Make plans to 
participate in library's 
Summer Reading 
Program.
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Wilson Farmers and Artisans Market
Sylvia McLamb with Lee's Produce in Johnston County rings up Katherine 
Furguson's vegetable purchase. 

Caroline Quinn takes her purchase of sausage from Craige Moore with 
Craige's Craft Pork in Wilson.  Hunter and Betsy Rascoe, along with 

pup Angie, wait in line at the drive-thru 
version of the Wilson Farmers and Arti-
san Market. 

Kimmie and Philip Smallwood from 
Our Local Farm in Johnston County 
enjoyed meeting customers on the first 
day of the drive-thru Wilson Farmers 
and Artisans Market. 

Mindy Dawson, with daughter Felic-
ity in the back seat, receives a list of 
vendors and what is being sold at the 
market from Mia Harris with the city's 
community development division. 



Wilson Farmers 
Market adapts to 
the times
By Janelle Clevinger

Filling the home pantry 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been, for many 
shoppers, frustrating and 
even frightening. Shelves 
in many stores are nearly 
empty of what we took for 
granted as staples, and 
staying 6 feet away from all 
other customers at all times 
is nearly impossible.

When Wilson Farmers 
and Artisan Market or-
ganizers made plans for 
the 2020 market, it was 
obvious that as the opening 
date neared that some big 
changes would have to be 
made if the market was go-
ing to open at all. With state 
orders limiting crowd sizes 
because of COVID-19 and 
mandating space between 
individuals, options were 
limited.

But Meg Edwards, farm-
ers market manager with 
Wilson Downtown Devel-
opment, knew there had to 
be a way to open the mar-
ket and turned to managers 
of markets across the state 
of North Carolina for ideas.

“We needed to do some-
thing that wasn’t the tra-
ditional market,” Edwards 
said. “I was on a weekly call 
with farmers market man-
agers from around North 
Carolina, and one of them, 
a smaller market kind of 
like ours, had success with 
a drive-thru (market). We 
wanted to be able to pro-
vide something that was 
safe for everyone — for our 
vendors and for our cus-
tomers. So this just really 
worked out.”

This year’s farmers 
market is in the same loca-

tion — the Vollis Simpson 
Whirligig Park — but 
instead of customers wan-
dering among the vendor 
tables, they line up in their 
cars around the park and 
patiently wait their turn. 

Or they wait on their bi-
cycles or on foot.

“There are people who 
live in the downtown area, 
and people who don’t have 
cars, so all we’re asking is 
that they get in line with the 
cars so that no one is cut-
ting in line and no one gets 
mad,” Edwards said.

For the month of May, 
only vendors selling “es-
sential” items were allowed 
to participate. As state rules 
loosen, more vendors will 
be allowed to participate.

“Everyone is taking the 
safety precautions that they 
need to and we can still 
provide our community 
with fresh produce, meats, 
soaps — everything that’s 

essential —  and hopefully 
we can have artisans come 
back soon, but for now we 
have to do weekly assess-
ments and go from there.”

“This is working great,” 
said Brandon Ward with 
Big B’s Farmstead of Mo-
meyer. He was selling pro-
duce and eggs the second 
Saturday the market was 
open. “They have the opti-
mal setup for a drive-thru 
market, so I think it’s going 
great. And a lot of people 
are happy. Everyone is 
changing gloves and wear-
ing masks, so everybody is 
being safe. We’re making it 
all work because we love it 
out here, and I think it’s a 
good thing.”

Michael and Rejeanor 
Kiefer with Kiefer’s Plants 
and Produce were sell-
ing produce, flowers and 
various vegetable plants the 
first weeks of the market’s 
operation.

“Last week was open-
ing day, and it was great,” 
Michael Kiefer said. “This 
week is a little bit slower, 
probably because the 
beaches are open, and the 
cooler weather has slowed 
us down a little bit, plus it’s 
Mother’s Day weekend. It’s 
just slower, but it’s still a 
good day.”

Sylvia McLamb was 
working the vendor table 
for her brother’s company, 
Lee Produce, and barely 
had time to talk as she was 
busy taking orders and pay-
ments from nearly every 
car in line.

“It’s a little harder under 
these circumstances but 
doable,” McLamb said. 
“But it’s worth it, and we’re 
thankful.” 

McLamb went on to say 
that people were actually 
thanking the vendors for 
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Produce, meat, honey … and safety

Brandon Ward with Big B's Farmstead in Momeyer selects squash for a customer during a 
recent Saturday at the Wilson Farmers and Artisan Market. Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake 
Wilson 

Continued on page 6
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being at the market.
“A lot of people come by 

and say, ‘We appreciate 
you being out here.’”

Edwards said that some 
vendors came close to sell-
ing out there inventory that 
opening Saturday.

“Many vendors said that 
it was the best opening day 
they had ever had. And this 
is my first year (as market 
manager) so that made 
me even more happy and 
excited.”

“I’m just happy we could 
do this and provide for 
our community,” Edwards 
added. “That’s the biggest 
thing.”

Vendors were scheduled 
to be at the market from 8 
a.m. to noon on Saturdays 
in May but stayed longer if 
there were cars in line. The 
locations of vendors’ tables 
were rotated each Satur-
day in order to be fair.

Ward, who also sells 
his produce at the Rocky 
Mount market, said that 

the pandemic has resulted 
in a greater interest in local 
farms.

“People are calling our 
agricultural extension of-
fice in Nash County and 
wanting to know where 
the farms are,” Ward said. 
“They haven’t called in 
years past, and it took this 
to get them interested. Our 
big thing is explaining to 
customers about “points of 
contact” — here, you have 
me (or my wife) and the 
customer. You don’t have 
200,000 people picking it 
up, putting it down, pick-
ing it up, putting it down 
… with or without a pan-
demic.”

For more information 
about the market, includ-
ing vendor application, 
guidelines and schedules, 
visit HistoricDowntownWil-
son.com/farmers-artisan-
market. Questions regard-
ing the market should be 
directed to Meg Edwards, 
market manager, at farmer-
sartisanmarket@wilsonnc.
org.

Market: 'The best opening day they had ever had'
Sylvia 
McLamb 
with Lee's 
Produce 
grabs some 
change for 
a customer 
at the 
Wilson 
Farmers 
and Artisan 
Market. 
McLamb 
said 
customers 
were 
actually 
thanking 
her and 
the other 
vendors for 
being there.  
Janelle 
Clevinger 
| For Wide 
Awake 
Wilson 

Continued from page 5
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Staying creative brings comfort, fun
The 

shelves 
of stores 
that carry 
art sup-
plies have 
been look-
ing rather 
sparse late-
ly, which 
indicates 

that many are taking this 
time to slow down and tap 
into their own individual 
creativity at home. 

I am happy to know that 
creativity is bringing com-
fort and entertainment to 
individuals and families. I 
know these creative acts 
are having positive out-
comes on mental health, 
contributing to self-fulfill-
ment and bringing families 
together and ultimately, 
that the arts are helping us 
get through this crisis.

 If you listen closely, you 
can hear the gears grind-
ing. Though our theater 
and classrooms have been 
dark for two months now, 
our staff and arts commu-
nity are working diligently 
behind the scenes to con-
tinue to serve our commu-
nity during these unique 
circumstances.  

There are still many 
uncertainties in the air, 
virtual meetings and con-
tingency plans for events 
and activities in our day-
to-day work. There are 
lots of discussions on how 
we can prepare a healthy 
place for you to enjoy 
the arts when it is safe 
enough for our facilities 
to open fully again.  I am 
excited to share with you 
what we have been up to 
and how you can be a part 
of it.  

LOCAL COLOR

 “Local Color” is a color-
ing book and collabora-
tion born out of current 

circumstances with CO-
VID-19.  Ryan Simons, 
president of the Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce, 
gave our staff at the Arts 
Council of Wilson the idea 
as a way to memorialize 
how our community en-
dured the crisis and also 
as a colorful way to show-
case some of the commu-
nity’s most recognizable 
features.

Local artists illustrated 
their interpretations of 
local Wilson County land-
marks that were significant 
to them. Coloring pages 
feature iconic Wilson des-
tinations and community 
“living rooms” such as the 
Vollis Simpson Whirligig 
Park, the Edna Boykin 
Cultural Center, the Oliver 
Nestus Freeman Round-
house Museum, Fleming 
Stadium, the Wilson Rose 
Garden and many more.  

The Arts Council of Wil-
son compiled these illustra-
tions from these generous 
creative spirits who do-

nated their time and talent 
to help us connect to our 
community through their 
drawings.  

Participating artists 
include Aida Abernathy, 
William Diego Bowman, 
Abby Boykin, Juan Carlos 
Duron-Martinez, Benja-
min R. Gufford Jr., Emily 
Howard, Kevin Howard, 
Frank Johnson III, Jeanine 
Kittinger, Andrew Horton-
Morton, Peter Newby, 
Louis Small Jr., Stephanie 
Pridgen, Heather Stapp, 
Kim Valentine, Barbara 
White, Christopher Wood-
ard and the Wilson Visi-
tor’s Center.  It is beautiful 
to see the arts community 
come together to provide 
creative outlets for our 
citizens towards a com-
mon goal. These artists 
come from a variety of 
backgrounds — some are 
full-time artists, art teach-
ers, gallery owners and 
hobbyists.  

The free download of the 
coloring book is available 

at www.wilsonarts.com, 
and there are more than 
30 colorable illustrations 
for all ages to enjoy. We’d 
love to see and display 
your artistic interpreta-
tion of one or more of our 
Wilson landmarks. Snap 
a quick photo of your 
masterpiece and send it to 
deedee@wilsonarts.com 
so that we can get this in 
our online gallery for all 
to see.  

LOCAL INSPIRATION

Our visual arts exhibi-
tions in the Hammond Gal-
lery typically rotate every 
six weeks. Our exhibit 
“Local Inspiration” will 
physically be on display in 
the Hammond Gallery May 
28 to June 9 and available 
virtually as well at www.
wilsonarts.com/exhibitions. 
This exhibit features the 
artwork of Wilson County 
Schools art teachers. Our 
art teachers are on the 
front lines in our schools 
teaching and inspiring 
creativity every day in our 
youth.  

Art teachers rarely get 
the opportunity to show-
case their personal work 
as they are constantly giv-
ing their energies to their 
students and creating plat-
forms for them to create 
and display their work. The 
Arts Council of Wilson, in 
turn, is happy to provide a 
platform to showcase the 
wonderful talent of our 
teachers.  

As I am writing this col-
umn, Phase 2 guidelines 
have just been announced, 
and we do limited hours in 
which our exhibits and gift 
shop featuring local art-
ists is open.  Currently, the 
Hammond Gallery at the 
Edna Boykin Cultural Cen-
ter is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 

CATHY 
HARDISON

Like to color? Give this new local coloring book a try. 
Contributed photo

Continued on page 8
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Tuesday through Friday. 
This exhibit will be avail-
able virtually in addition 
to physically, and there 
will be video clips from 
teachers sharing their 
personal creative spaces, 
inspirations and some in-
sight as to what it is like to 
be a teacher, an artist and 
balance the other roles 
they perform in their daily 
lives. 

You are invited to con-
nect with us on Face-
book at https://www.
facebook.com/artscoun-
cilofwilson/ and Insta-
gram @ArtsCouncilof-
Wilson. We are keeping 
our web page up to date 
with all of our current 
news at www.wilsonarts.
com.

If you want to help or 
would like to be more 

involved and don’t know 
how, please reach out 
to us at 252-291-4329 or 
contact our staff at www.
wilsonarts.com.  I know 
we are all hurting, but if 
you find yourself more 
economically fortunate 
and believe in the heal-
ing and transformative 
power of the arts, please 
consider donating to keep 
our service going strong 
at www.wilsonarts.com/
give.  Another way to 
support the Arts Council 
of Wilson and our local 
artists is to visit our gift 
shop at 108 Nash St. NE, 
Wilson, NC 27893 dur-
ing hours of operation or 
shop online at www.wil-
sonarts.com/galleryshop.

Cathy Hardison is executive 
director of the Arts Coun-
cil of Wilson. 

Creative: Power of arts
Continued from page 7 Enroll now for 

summer arts 
camps
For Wide Awake Wilson

In spite of the current 
uncertainties surrounding 
COVID-19 and state and 
local mandates for social 
distancing, the Arts Council 
of Wilson is moving forward 
with plans to hold all of its 
currently-scheduled visual 
and performing arts summer 
camps, with some minor 
modifications to ensure the 
health and safety of campers. 

If for any reason the Arts 
Council of Wilson is unable to 

move forward with a particu-
lar camp due to state or local 
mandates, a prompt refund 
will be issued to all enrollees. 

A full list of camps with 
dates and prices is available 
at http://www.wilsonarts.
com/summer-camps/. You 
can also enroll via the link 
on that page or visit the box 
office at the Boykin Center 
during normal operating 
hours (currently Tuesday-
Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 

For more information, 
call 252-291-4329.  
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‘A whole new world’ for dance studios
Line from ‘Aladdin’ 
takes on new meaning
By Janelle Clevinger

In mid-May, more than 100 students 
and their parents pulled through the 
parking lot at Hunter’s Dance Studio 
in Wilson to pick up T-shirts that cel-
ebrated the studio’s recital. The recit-
al’s theme was “Aladdin,” and at the 
bottom of the shirts were the words, 
“A Whole New World.”

“It really is fitting because it really 
is a whole new world for all of us, and 
we are all having to adjust as best 
we can,” said studio owner Hunter 
Peebles. 

Recitals and on-site classes were 
put on hold as the COVID-19 pan-
demic swept over the country, but 
that did not stop local dance studios 
from continuing to teach and mo-
tivate their students. Studios used 
Zoom, Facebook and other forms of 
telecommunication to teach a variety 
of classes and keep students engaged 
and inspired.

“In mid-March we started record-
ing classes and then discovered 
Zoom,” said Patricia Bradshaw, 
owner of Dance Studio B. “Now, 
my classes are all Zoom, but it can 
still be tricky. Sometimes the mu-
sic is ahead or behind, but all are 
recorded, posted and then they 
can watch their classes online on a 
Facebook page set up strictly for the 
students.” 

Dance Studio B’s clogging and hip-
hop classes are also doing live Zoom 
videos, although one teacher who 
works with more advanced, more in-
tricate and larger classes videotapes 
himself, polishes the videos in editing 
and then posts them for the students 
to watch.

Barrett Hildebrand, owner of Brand 
Performing Arts Center in Wilson, 
said that her studio was so close to its 
recital date that it was actually diffi-
cult to do Zoom classes.

“We did Zoom classes for about 
a month once we were told we had 
to stop (holding onsite classes),” 
Hildebrand said. “We were so close 
to our recital date that finishing up 
choreography for their routines 

was difficult. We gave the younger 
kids more breaks and came up with 
different ways to engage them — 
had them do different things so we 
could keep their attention. We came 
up with different ways to engage 
with stuffed animals and using 
whatever they had at home as a re-
source.

“We had the older kids separate 
their routines for recital and pick out 
parts to focus on,” continued Hildeb-
rand. “I would come in to each Zoom 
class and serve as a second eye for 
the instructor and keep track of what 
all the kids were doing, point out 
problems, etc.”

All the dance studios seem to rely 
heavily on social media, posting 
photos, videos, entire classes and mo-
tivational sayings. Even rewards for 
jobs well done are accomplished via 
technology.

“Our younger students usually get a 
sticker at end of class, but now I pro-
vide online puzzles or coloring pages 
for parents to download,” Bradshaw 
said. “We also post a dance challenge 
every week, encouraging entire fami-
lies to dance, learn a new dance video 
and send it in for prizes like T-shirts 
and DVDs.”

Brand Performing Arts student Abby Brewer dances with tap class partner Mr. 
Bunny. Contributed photo  

Continued on page 10



10  Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  June 2020

SENDING ENCOURAGEMENT

Hunter’s Dance Studio 
posts regular updates by 
Peebles and daily messages 
of encouragement.

“Because it quickly be-
came a scary and uncertain 
time for so many, we decid-
ed to use our professional 
photos from competition 
in a post each day with an 
inspiring and encourag-
ing quote or Bible verse to 
keep everyone’s spirits up,” 
Peebles said. “Some people 
said they were getting in 
the habit of looking for that 
encouragement each day.”

Peebles is also arranging 
for professional dancers 
from across the country to 
teach classes via Zoom.

RECITAL HOPES

All three dance studios 
are still planning on hold-
ing their recitals at some 
point, in some form or 
other. Their main concern 
is having closure for their 
senior students.

“My seniors are really, re-
ally adamant about finish-
ing, whether it means July 
or August, whether they 
are here or off at school,” 
Hildebrand said. “As as 
business owner, we want to 
finish what we’ve started. I 
don’t have the control to fix 
it for them, but I’m going 
to make sure they can have 
some closure. Whatever 
form our final performance 
takes, it will be one that 
we’ll never forget.”

Peebles is looking at all 
sorts of options for her recital.

“We have 12 seniors this 
year, and we will do some-
thing for them, even if it’s 
a virtual recital,” she said.  
“Depending on the guide-
lines, we are looking at a 
couple of different options 
of venues and an option of 
a virtual recital with a pro-
fessional company. They 

will video the routines, put 
different backgrounds with 
each group, and present a 
livestream of the routines 
for the student’s friends 
and family to watch. 

“We would do small 
groups that would allow 
for the parents to watch 
the filming of the routines,” 
Peebles said. “Then we 
can do a spotlight for our 
seniors and awards and 
offer a DVD of the recitals 
so they have something 
to remember during this 
very unusual and uncer-
tain time. But at least they 
will get the opportunity to 
perform in their fancy cos-
tumes and show what they 
have worked on all year 
and that is important.”

At the current time, Brad-
shaw is planning on hold-
ing a recital in August, a full 
two months after the origi-
nally scheduled date. She 
knows, however, that it is a 
“wait and see” situation.

“We like to joke that 
the name of our studio is 
Dance Studio B because 
plan A usually doesn’t 
work, so we move on to 
Plan B. But now we’re on to 
plans C, D, E and F.”

Dance: Recital in August
Continued from page 9

Dance Studio B student Anna 
Breen, 7, practices dance 
on her front lawn. Breen is 
the daughter of Jessica and 
Rhyan Breen. Contributed photo

Cinderella
The Musical
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Pandemic leads to big changes 
to Taste of Wilson this year
Purchase ticket, 
visit restaurants 
to redeem
For Wide Awake Wilson

Over its 26-year history, 
The Arc of Wilson County’s 
annual Taste of Wilson 
event grew so much that 
venues had to be changed 
to ensure enough space 
and parking for ticket 
holders and participating 
restaurants. 2020 and the 
coronavirus pandemic have 
changed the annual event’s 
presentation in a big way. 

“With our plans to host 
The 27th Annual Taste of 
Wilson on Tuesday, April 
28, coming to a halt with 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
our board of directors 
reached out to local restau-
rants and worked together 
to come up with a plan,” 
said Michael Stanford, ex-
ecutive director with The 
Arc of Wilson County.”

Instead of hosting a com-
munity event with various 
restaurants handing out 
samples of food, The Arc 
of Wilson County is sell-
ing tickets for supporters 
to purchase and take to 
the participating local res-
taurants to receive their 
“taste.” 

“Many of our local restau-
rants are operating without 

dining rooms and have 
lost a lot of business with 
the coronavirus,” Stanford 
said. “The Arc of Wilson 
wanted to find a way to sup-
port these local restaurants 
since they have supported 
The Arc and The Taste of 
Wilson for over 25 years.”

For the 27th Taste of Wil-
son event, a taste may not 
necessarily be a free item, 
but it may be a percent off a 
purchase or a complimen-
tary item with the purchase 
of an item. This way, ticket 
holders who redeem their 
tastes will also be support-
ing the Wilson community’s 
economy while also sup-
porting The Arc of Wilson 
and Camp Sunshine. 

Camp Sunshine is a sum-
mer camp program for 
children, ages 3 to 21, in 
Wilson County with intel-
lectual and developmental 
disabilities. The camp is 
still planning a 2020 sum-
mer run, although it will be 
cut to four weeks from five 
and will start later in the 
summer than usual. The 
Taste of Wilson is the annu-
al fundraiser that provides 
funding for this camp.

VIP “taste” tickets have 
been offered the past 
couple of years that allow 
ticket holders to enter the 
venue before the rest of the 
crowd and sample tastes 
from all the restaurants. 
VIP tickets are also offered 
this year, but the “perks” 

have changed. This year, all 
VIP ticket buyers will be eli-
gible to win large items that 
had already been donated 
for the silent auction, which 
will not take place this year. 
Their purchase will also 
sponsor a week’s worth 
of Camp Sunshine for one 
child with an intellectual or 
developmental disability. 

These VIP tickets are $40 
($41.50 if purchased online) 
and a regular alternative 
Taste of Wilson ticket costs 
$15 ($15.76 if purchased 
online). Tickets can be pur-
chased online at www.ar-
cofwilsonnc.org/taste-tix or 
at Chick-N-Stix, 1120 Tilgh-
man Road in Wilson,and 
Bill’s Grill, 119 Nash St. W. 
and  5619 US-117, Wilson. 

PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS

• Chick-fil-A Wilson: Lim-
ited to the first 100 ticket 
purchases (VIP and non-
VIP), the ticket will include 
a coupon from Chick-fil-A 
of Wilson redeemable for 
an eight-pack of nuggets or 
three-pack strip.

• Bill’s Grill/Bill’s Grill 
on Nash Street: Ticket al-
lows half off one combo or 
entree (redeemable at both 
locations and food truck).

• Brewmasters or Ruckus 
& Redemption: With a tick-
et you get a free appetizer 
or half off one entree at one 
of the locations.

• Chick-N-Stix: Ticket 

holders get one free $5 
combo.

• D&J Smashers: Get a 
free 32-ounce Mason jar of 
traditional lemonade. Fol-
low D&J Smashers’ Face-
book page to see where 
they’ll be popping up.

• Everette’s Concessions: 
With a ticket, get a free bev-
erage with any purchase. 
Follow the food truck on 
Facebook to see where the 
truck is set up.

• Kruegers Candies: Get 
five pieces of salted cara-
mel with the purchase of a 
hot dog meal.

• Mama Mia Pizzeria: 
With a ticket, get 10% off of 
an order.

• Moe’s Southwest Grill: 
Ticket holders can get a 
free entree with the pur-
chase of an entree and two 
drinks.

• Oh My Lard: The Elm 
City restaurant is offering 
one free hamburger steak 
plate with onions and gravy, 
mashed potatoes and green 
beans

• Paul’s of New York Ital-
ian Restaurant: Get 10% off 
of a purchase.

• Pelican’s Snoballs 
Wilson: Get $1 off any pur-
chase redeemable through 
2020 season. Follow 
Pelican’s Facebook page to 
make sure you don’t miss 
out.

• Tig’s Courtyard: With 
a ticket, get 10% off of pur-
chase.

Camp Sunshine is a summer camp program for children, ages 3 to 21, in Wilson 
County with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The camp is still planning a 
2020 summer run, although it will be cut to four weeks from five and will start later 
in the summer than usual. The Taste of Wilson is the annual fundraiser that provides 
funding for this camp.
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ACT! for Youth packs a punch with season
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Arts Council of 
Wilson has announced its 
performance lineup for the 
ACT! for Youth 2020-21 
season.

All performances will be 
held at the Edna Boykin 
Cultural Center, 108 Nash 
St. NE.

‘BRING IT ON'

Nov. 13, 14, 20 and 21  
at 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 and 22 at 3 p.m.
Auditions: Sept. 14-15 

The musical is set in 
the competitive world 
of cheerleading, with its 
over-the-top team rivalries 
and high drama. Loosely 
based on the 2000 film of 

the same name, this fast-
paced and athletically 
challenging production 
features music by Tom Kitt 
and Lin-Manuel Miranda 
and lyrics by Amanda 
Green and Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. 

‘ANNIE’

Jan 29 and 30 and Feb. 5 and 
6 at 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 and Feb. 7 at 3 p.m.
Auditions: Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.

Based on the Harold Gray 
comic strip Little Orphan 
Annie, this musical romp 
takes you on an action-
packed adventure with an 
11-year-old orphan as she 
searches for love, family 
and a place to call home. 
This iconic production 

features music by Charles 
Strouse and lyrics by Mar-
tin Charnin.

‘ALICE IN WONDERLAND’

April 23 and 24 at 7:30 p.m.
April 25 at 3 p.m.
Auditions: Feb. 15 and 16

All of your favorite 
characters will make an 
appearance in this classic 
tale based on the children’s 
book of the same name by 
Lewis Carroll, adapted for 
the stage by Anne Coul-
ter Martens. The comedy, 
fantasy and whimsy of this 
production will captivate 
audiences of all ages.

THE SEASON

Season tickets for all 
three shows will be on sale 

starting in June, and tickets 
for individual shows will be 
available approximately six 
weeks prior to each show 
date. For more information 
on purchasing season tick-
ets, contact the Arts Council 
of Wilson at 252-291-4329.  

Season tickets for 
all three shows 
will be on sale 
starting in June, 
and tickets for 
individual shows 
will be available 
approximately six 
weeks prior to each 
show date. 

Mon.-Fri. 6:30-2 • Fri. Night 4:30-8 • Sat. 6:30-Noon • Sunday 7-2
Hwy. 58 • Near Wilson Country Club • 237-8723

Breakfast & Lunch Specials Everyday!
Breakfast Plates • Pancakes

French Toast • Omelets
Sandwiches & Biscuits including 

Homemade Cheese Biscuits
Desserts • Chew Bread



Be prepared for a hurricane
Food prep, safety 
important

Atlantic 
hurricane 
season began 
June 1. My 
friends often 
joke about 
how pre-
pared I am 
for any situ-
ation (and 

no, I wasn’t a 
food hoarder 

during the COVID-19 pan-
demic). 

Hurricane preparedness 
is a situation I certainly 
want to be ready for, espe-
cially when scientists are 
predicting an above aver-
age season. North Carolina 
is no stranger to hurricanes 
and their devastating im-
pacts across our region. My 
first recommendation is 
unrelated to food: Be sure 
your insurance policies are 
up to date and cover the 
possibilities of wind and 
flood damage, document 
your belongings, be sure 
you have personal docu-
ments secured, and be sure 
your drains and gutters are 
cleared. Once those items 
have been taken care of, 
you can now prepare your 
nutrition needs. 

In preparing for a power 
outage, it is a good idea to 
stock up on shelf-stable 
food supplies such as 
canned fruits, vegetables 
and meats. Keep in mind 
that most consumers flock 
to stores the week of an ap-
proaching hurricane, which 
leaves supplies depleted 
and customers irritable. 

As a “super preparer,” I 
recommend gathering sup-
plies before the rest of the 
population so you can be 
sure to get what you need 
and avoid crowded, deplet-

ed stores. 
Certainly, we have been 

dealing with major short-
ages due to COVID-19, but 
at the time this article was 
written, stores were begin-
ning to return to normal 
supplies of most products. 

You may be a person 
who wants to continue to 
eat healthy despite a disas-
ter, and you can certainly 
maintain that lifestyle dur-
ing a disaster. Purchase 
fruits canned in 100% juice 
as well as vegetables and 
beans with “no salt added.” 
If you can’t find these items, 
be sure to rinse them with 
clean water to remove up to 
30% of the sodium content. 

Look for canned meats 
and fish packed in water, as 
well as peanut butter or any 
nut butters for shelf-stable 
protein options. I also like 
to keep a loaf of whole 
grain bread in my freezer. 
Prior to storms, bread is a 
hot commodity. Freezing it 
ahead of time helps me to 
be sure I’ll have it. 

If you have babies in the 
home, be sure you have 
their unique needs covered 
as well such as baby food 

and canned or powdered 
milks. 

There is another item 
you’ll need for cooking and 
personal hygiene — water. 

Purchasing bottled water 
ahead of talks of disasters 
can be helpful as well. If 
you have freezer space and 
cleaned jugs, you can freeze 
your own water to help 
keep your freezer maintain 
temperature for longer in a 
power outage and have wa-
ter when you need it. If you 
are in a situation where you 
need to clean water prior to 
consumption and you have 
no power to boil water, you 
may add 1/2 teaspoon of 
bleach per gallon of water 
(if the water is clear) ac-
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control. Be sure 
bleach is used within 30 
days of opening. 

When it comes to prepar-
ing the week before a hurri-
cane, it’s a good idea to talk 
to your family about po-
tential scenarios and plans 
in place. You should know 
your hurricane evacuation 
route. Believe it or not, even 
our county experiences 
flooding from time to time. 

Foods that may be helpful 
to purchase the week of 
an approaching storm are 
fruits such as apples, or-
anges, bananas and pack-
aged foods such as nuts 
and popcorn. If using gas 
to cook outdoors, ensure 
tanks are filled, and cook 
in a well-ventilated area. 
Be sure to check on your 
neighbors to see if there are 
ways you can assist them. 

Finally, keep safety in 
mind during and after 
a power outage. A fully 
stocked freezer will main-
tain its temperature for two 
days with minimal opening. 
A refrigerator can maintain 
proper temperature for up 
to four hours. It is a good 
idea to keep a refrigerator 
thermometer on hand to 
be sure you can properly 
monitor the length of time 
your refrigerator is out of 
temperature. 

Once a refrigerator 
temperature surpasses 41 
degrees fahrenheit, your 
foods are no longer safe 
after four hours, and con-
suming them can result in 
foodborne illness. If you 
happen to use a generator 
for power before linemen 
can restore electricity, be 
sure to follow manufacturer 
instructions and do not 
tamper with the genera-
tor. Be mindful not to plug 
the generator into your 
household electric service 
panel as it is possible for 
electricity to back feed, re-
sulting in potential injury or 
death to linemen working 
on utility lines. We can all 
maintain health and safety 
by preparing ahead of time. 
For more food safety infor-
mation, please visit https://
foodsafety.ces.ncsu.edu/. 

Cassidy Hall is area agent, 
family and consumer sci-
ences with N.C. Cooperative 
Extension.
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CASSIDY 
HALL

Hurricane Salsa

1 15-ounce can 
corn, drained

1 15-ounce can 
diced tomatoes

1 15-ounce can 
black beans, 

drained

1/4 cup olive oil

1/4 cup apple 
cider vinegar

1 teaspoon garlic 

powder

1 teaspoon chili 
powder

1 teaspoon 
cumin

Combine all ingredients in bowl. Consume within 4 
hours if prepared a during power outage.

If you have babies in the home, be sure 
you have their unique needs covered as 
well such as baby food and canned or 
powdered milks. 
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‘Being Charley’ opens honest talks with kids
For Wide Awake Wilson

“Together, we can be different and 
still belong.” That’s the message of a 
new children’s book co-authored by 
autism expert and Barton College as-
sistant professor and coordinator of the 
special education program, Morghan 
Bosch, and her mother, retired educator 
Karen Bosch. Geared for children ages 
4 through 8, “Being Charley: Embracing 
Differences” relates the story of a Cana-
da goose who is unlike his siblings, but 
this story is really for all ages.

“I believe Charley is going to make 
such a difference in the lives of our 
next generation,” said Morghan 
Bosch. “He will be the catalyst to help 
everyone realize, ‘We are all Char-
leys!’ Charley’s story will provide op-
portunities for teachers, parents, ther-
apists, physicians, friends, families, 
counselors, etc., to spark discussion 
about acceptance, about diversity, 
about inclusion, and kindness.”

Charley has autism, and some things 
are more difficult for him than for oth-
ers: learning to swim (the water is too 
cold against his feathers); learning to 
honk (the noise is so loud, it hurts his 
ears); and learning to fly (the sun is too 
bright when flying in V-formation, so 
he attempts to fly upside down).

The goal of the authors in writing the 
book is to encourage its readers to em-
brace the uniqueness of individual dif-
ferences. Discussion questions at the 
end of the book encourage interactive 
conversations about Charley and vari-
ous themes in the book, making it use-
ful both for classrooms and day cares 
as well as in a personal, home setting.

“We have included an interactive 
page in the book for children to reply 
to Charley,” Bosch said. “Children can 
add something to a stenciled picture 
of Charley about how they feel differ-
ent from others. They can also com-
plete the sentence, ‘I feel different 
because …’ Then, the children can 
send their picture and sentences to us 
on Instagram@WeAreCharley and/
or Facebook page at ‘Being Charley: 
Embracing Differences.’ There, they 
will be able to see the many versions 
of Charley completed by other read-
ers. I post their pictures and other 
daily messages for readers to further 
connect to the book and to Charley.”

Bosch notes that one young reader 

enthusiastically shared, “It is my site 
on Instagram and Facebook.” “Many 
parents are sending pictures to post 
of reading ‘Being Charley’ to their 
children, and teachers are sending 
pictures of reading the book to their 
classes,” Bosch added. “My hope is 
that Charley will bring awareness, 
understanding, and acceptance of in-
dividual differences.” 

“Being Charley: Embracing Differ-
ences” has received a five-star review 
from Readers’ Favorite, an internet 
site featuring book reviews and book 
contests that has itself received the 
“Best Websites for Authors” and 
“Honoring Excellence” awards from 
the Association of Independent Au-

thors, plus the respect of renowned 
publishers such as Penguin Random 
House, Simon & Schuster, and Harp-
er Collins.

“Being Charley: Embracing Differ-
ences” can be purchased on Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, and iTunes in 
three formats: hardback, paperback, 
and ebook. A sequel to “Being Char-
ley: Embracing Differences” is cur-
rently underway.

In addition to writing “Being Char-
ley,” Bosch has co-authored another 
book (with Dr. Karen Bosch), “The 
First Year Teacher: Be Prepared for 
Your Classroom” (fourth edition) and 
numerous journal articles and other 
publications.

"Being Charley" helps kids realize how we are all different. Contributed photo



Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  June 2020  15

BOOK REVIEW

Wartime story wrapped in fantasy 
By Genevieve Baillie

Ask any librarian or 
bookseller what the big-
gest book trends of the 
past few years have been, 
and pretty high up their 
list will be novels of World 
War I and World War II.  

Beginning with the pop-
ularity of such bestsellers 
as Kristin Hannah’s “The 
Nightingale” and Anthony 
Doerr’s “All the Light We 
Cannot See,” authors have 
shared tale upon tale of 
ordinary people caught up 
in a war-torn landscape. 
Many of these books are 
meticulously researched 
and bring to light fascinat-
ing, little-known historical 
events. But this month’s 
book pick asks, “What 
if?” What if one top-secret 

program involved some-
thing a little more other-
worldly?

Mary Robinette Kowal’s 
“Ghost Talkers” is set in a 
World War I very similar 
to ours. Just like in our 
world, the Great War fol-
lowed close on the end of 
the Victorian era, with its 
passion for spiritualism 
and seances. But in “Ghost 
Talkers,” seances are a real 
thing, and the dead really 
do talk.  

Imagine for a moment 
that every soldier who died 
could tell what they saw 
just before their deaths: en-
emy numbers, troop move-
ments and other vitally im-
portant information. This 
is the top-secret job of the 
army spiritualists of Eng-
land’s “Spirit Corps.” As 

each soldier dies, his spirit 
reports in one last time to 
these mediums before pass-
ing through the veil.

The book centers around 
one medium, Ginger 
Stuyvesant, an American 
heiress who is now help-
ing with the war effort in 
London, working day after 
day to take down the dying 
words of young soldiers. 
Even as she works for the 
war effort, she worries for 
the safety of her fiancé, a 
captain in the intelligence 
service. However, it turns 
out that her own safety 
should be worrying her 
when he turns up evidence 
that there may be a traitor 
in the Spirit Corps. 

As they race to catch the 
enemy before the program 
can be exposed, they find 

themselves caught up in es-
pionage and adventure, ca-
maraderie and heartache.

This is an excellent book 
for people who don’t usu-
ally read fantastical fiction; 
the supernatural elements 
are treated in a grounded, 
practical way that makes 
them feel solidly integral 
to world and the wartime 
mission.  

Kowal’s prose is light and 
easy, making the book flow 
effortlessly, and her charac-
ters are well-rounded and 
likeable. Overall, this is a 
good pick for anyone with 
an interest in character-
driven wartime stories.  

Genevieve Baillie is the ex-
tension services librarian at 
the Wilson County Public 
Library. 

"Ghost 
Talkers" 
combines 
fantasy 
and 
wartime 
drama. 

Genevieve 
Baillie | 
For Wide 
Awake 
Wilson
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Planting for a better tomorrow
It is no 

secret. 
We are 
constant-
ly hear-
ing on 
the news 
about the 
decrease 
in mon-

arch butterflies, pollinators 
and birds. But what does 
that actually mean to you 
and me? Our ecosystem is a 
delicate balance of how the 

plants and animals around 
us support us. We can’t 
continue to destroy natural 
habitat, plant turf grass and 
expect nature’s balance to 
restore itself.

The solution is for all 
of us to dedicate our little 
piece of this world to a 
diverse planting of native 
woody and herbaceous 
plants that support wild-
life. 

After hearing Doug Tal-
lamy, professor of ento-

mology and wildlife ecol-
ogy and author, speak on 
bird/plant relationships, 
his words resonated in 
me, to change everything 
I have been doing in my 
own garden and how I 
teach others to garden. 

Based on research, a 
chickadee nest needs 
more than 6,000 caterpil-
lars for the clutch to reach 
maturity. Where do these 
birds find caterpillars? On 
plants, of course, but not 

all plants support insect 
life.  

If you want to support 
bird and butterfly migra-
tion, you have to provide 
for them. Can you image 
the wildlife habitat that 
would be created if home 
gardener created a livable 
landscape?

So, what is a livable 
landscape? A livable land-
scape is a diverse, layered 

Birds feed caterpillars to their young. If you want to support bird and butterfly migration, you have to provide for them. Drew C. 
Wilson | For Wide Awake Wilson

CYNDI 
LAUDERDALE

Continued on page 17

The Shoppes at Brentwood • 252.281.1349

Full Service Bar With Variety
of Craft Beer on Draft

Newly Renovated Interior

Covered Outdoor Patio That

Overlooks Brentwood

Private Dining Room Available
A Great Dining Experience

And Atmosphere

Open Monday-Saturday
Lunch 11 a.m.- 2:30p.m
Dinner 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
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Planting: Livable landscape that supports insects

landscape that provides not only 
beauty but cover, shelter and food 
for wildlife.  

One thing you can do today to cre-
ate a livable landscape is to cut your 
lawn in half. That’s right, no more 
weekly mowing. We want plants. But 
not all plants are created equal. 

Many introduced plant species 
don’t support the insects needed 
for birds. You need to think of your 
plants as bird feeders. Things like 
crape myrtles are an empty feeder, 
whereas an oak supports more than 
500 different caterpillars or a full bird 
feeder. 

An easy way to find native plants 
that do well in your area is to use 
the “Native Plant Finder” on the 
National Wildlife Federation web 
page. You put in your zip code, 
and it will list the keystone plant 
species for your area. The N.C. 
State plant finder is another excel-
lent resource and is searchable 
for native plants, pollinator plants 

or plant size. A livable landscape 
needs to be layered with plants. 
Tall, medium and small plants 
support different wildlife and their 
needs.   

Besides adding plants, you need to 
remove invasive species from your 
property. If you have wisteria, kudzu, 
privet, etc., on your property, remove 
them immediately.  

Minimize insecticide use. Most 
insecticides kill as many beneficial 
insects as “harmful” insects. As gar-
deners, we need to be tolerant of cat-
erpillars that may feed on our plants 
but provide the necessary nutrients 
to raise bird clutches.    

Lastly, get involved with your 
HOA or use social networking 

to promote change from within. 
When we all do our part, we will 
see our landscapes not only as a 
place of beauty but a livable land-
scape that supports insects and 
other wildlife.

For more information consider 
buying one of Doug Tallamy’s 
books. I am currently reading “Na-
ture’s Best Hope.” 

For gardening assistance and 
information call 252-237-0111 and 
leave a message for the Master 
Gardener volunteer or email wil-
sonemgv@hotmail.com.

Cyndi Lauderdale is horticulture exten-
sion agent with N.C. Cooperative 
Extension.

Continued from page 16 Minimize insecticide use. Most insecticides kill as many 
beneficial insects as “harmful” insects. As gardeners, 
we need to be tolerant of caterpillars that may feed on 
our plants but provide the necessary nutrients to raise 
bird clutches.    

Good Food • Fast Service

201 Ward Blvd. • 237-8365

CREAMERY 
Family Restaurant

The

243-2934
S. Goldsboro St. at Ward Blvd. Wilson N.C. 

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

 since 1946

 since 1969
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Barton professor pens Civil War biography
By Lindell J. Kay
For Wide Awake Wilson

A new book penned by a Spring 
Hope native tells the true story of a 
Nash County everyman who fought 

on both sides of the Civil 
War.

Bestselling author 
Michael Brantley, 51, 
is a professor at Barton 
College in Wilson and a 
longtime contributor to 
The Nashville Graphic. 
His book “Galvanized: 

The Odyssey of a Reluctant Carolina 
Confederate” is on sale now at Ama-
zon.com, Barnes & Noble and several 
other retailers.

Published by University of Ne-
braska Press Potomac Books, “Gal-
vanized” recounts the amazing story 
of Wright Stephen Batchelor, who 
opposed the Civil War, yet ended up 
fighting on both sides of the bloody 
conflict. 

Batchelor barely escaped death at 
the Battle of Gettysburg, was cap-
tured twice and survived one of the 
conflict’s most infamous prisoner 
of war camps. Later, after the war, 
Batchelor was involved in a bizarre 
hometown murder on the steps of the 
county courthouse.

The trial covered in “Galvanized” 
took place in Wilson. Brantley said 
he had trouble pinning down that 
detail in his early research because 
so much inaccurate information ex-
ists.

“I found that it is more fun re-
searching ordinary people than 
famous ones even if it is difficult,” 
Brantley said. “I think people in 
general should find out more about 
where they’ve come from, from fam-
ily ties and history. There is a reason 
those DNA traces are so popular. It’s 
interesting. History is interesting if 
it is told as a story and not a list of 
dates.”

Brantley’s first book, “Memory 
Cards: Portraits from a Rural Jour-
ney,” is about growing up in eastern 
North Carolina.

“Memory Cards” reached No. 1 in 
both the nonfiction and memoir cat-
egories on Amazon.com in October 
2016.

“Galvanized” covers the Civil War 

from the viewpoint of a private, a sur-
vivor who is a metaphor for his entire 
home state. The book is intended 
to get readers to view the war from 
points of view not often considered, 
Brantley said.

“Years of research went into the 

book, and it was an incredible jour-
ney,” Brantley said.

“I want to share that experience 
and hopefully spark an interest in 
folks to find out more about their 

Brantley

Continued on page 19

Michael K. Brantley's latest book, "Galvanized: The Odyssey of a Reluctant Carolina 
Confederate," is a 208-page hardcover that retails for $28.64 on Amazon.com. 
Contributed photo  



pasts as well.”
Brantley graduated 

from Southern Nash High 
School and received a 
bachelor’s degree from 
Barton College. He earned 
a master’s degree in Eng-
lish from East Carolina 
University and a Master 
of Fine Arts degree from 
Queens University in Char-
lotte.

Brantley is an assistant 
professor of communica-
tions at Barton. He teaches 
journalism, English and 
creative writing. He also 
advises the Barton College 
student newspaper, The 
Collegiate.

Brantley lives with his 
college sweetheart and 
their children on the Spring 
Hope farm where he grew 
up.

“I’ve lived in Nash or 
Wilson County all my life,” 
Brantley said.

“There have been several 
opportunities to leave, but 
in the end, we just couldn’t 
put eastern North Carolina 
behind us.”

Brantley wrote about 
those hometown ties in his 
first book. He also writes 
about local history on his 
website, www.michaelk-
brantley.com.

“That’s one reason I have 
centered so much of my 
writing about this place — 
this part of the state seems 
underserved in the literary 
world,” Brantley said. “And 
there is so much to write 
about, so many stories, so 
much culture — it’s not 
just an area you have to go 
through to get to the beach. 
I’ve written about the gold 
mines of Nash County. 
People seem really inter-
ested in these little forgot-
ten bits.”

Brantley’s written the 
Soapbox column for the 
Graphic since 1997, and 
has worked with the news-
paper in some capacity for 

all but 18 months since he 
turned 15.

“I was the kid who 
cleaned the press after 
every run and my last full-
time job with them was as 
managing editor,” Brantley 
said.

For the 18 months he 
wasn’t at the Graphic, he 
served as editor of The 
Spring Hope Enterprise, 
his first job after graduat-
ing from Barton College.

After newspapers, Brant-
ley worked in public rela-
tions for two years, then 
ran an award-winning 
photography studio for 18 
years while freelancing for 
magazines.

As far as his writing regi-
men, Brantley still strug-
gles to balance teaching 
and writing.

“Writer’s block comes 
in many different forms, 
and mine is telling myself I 
need X amount of hours to 
get some writing done, and 
if that time isn’t available, I 
end up not writing. Semes-
ter breaks are my prime 
time for writing,” Brantley 
said.

All the textbooks and 
magazines say you should 
write every day, and that’s 
good advice if you are 
someone who responds to 
rote discipline, Brantley 
said.

“I write in my head just 
about every day, sometimes 
that’s driving, or while 
reading, exercising or do-
ing chores,” Brantley said. 
“I keep a notebook handy 
and use my phone. When 
I sit down to put the words 
on paper or into the com-
puter, they appear to come 
easily, but it’s because I’ve 
worked out so much of the 
story mentally. 

"I think having worked 
as a journalist really helps 
in storytelling — I tell my 
students if you can do jour-
nalism, you can write any-
thing, and your dialogue 
will be especially good.”
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Music creates an unbreakable bond
Father, daughter 
share the stage
By Janelle Clevinger

The month of June is 
known as the beginning of 
summer, a popular time to 
get married, the beginning 
of family vacations and, of 
course, Father’s Day. For 
the June edition of “In The 
Spotlight,” we decided to 
take a look at a local father 
and daughter who spend a 
lot of time singing together, 
whether it’s in church or on 
stage at an area venue.

Matt Whitley knew early 

on that his daughter Caro-
line had an ear for music, 
humming along to songs 
before she could even 
talk.

“I remember her being 
very small and singing 
along to songs on the ra-
dio in my truck and mak-
ing up words because she 
didn’t know what half of 
them were and what they 
meant, and it used to melt 
my heart,” Whitley said. 
“She just knew she liked 
the melody and the beat 
and had to sing along with 
it.”

Whitley, who is the lead 
singer for the Wilson area 
group Street Revival, grew 

up singing in church and 
figured Caroline might 
some day join him. He 
didn’t have to wait long. At 
4 years old, Caroline began 
singing for the congrega-
tion.

“It took some convincing 
and some bribing,” Whitley 
said, laughing, “but we fi-
nally got her up there to do 
a few songs, and it became 
second nature for her. We 
still sing together in our 
church, and that is also an 
incredible experience for 
us.”

Caroline, now 14, knew 
from an early age that she 
wanted to sing with her 
father.

“I have wanted to sing 
next to him since I was 
little,” Caroline said.  “He 
would play his guitar and 
sing, and I would always 
want to be right there 
beside him. He would be 
playing a show, and I would 
be in the front of the crowd 
dancing.”

Caroline is still in front 
of the crowd, but now 
she’s behind a micro-
phone.

After playing a few open 
mic nights together when 
Caroline was 12, her father 
invited some friends he had 
previously played music 

Caroline and Matt Whitley perform with Street Revival at Whirligig Park. Caroline, 14, said she knew from an early age that 
she wanted to sing with her dad. Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake Wilson

Continued on page 21
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with, to join them. Michael 
“Sarge” Sargent, Michael 
Pearson and Jay Wheeler 
began practicing with the 
father-daughter duo and 
were soon booking gigs.

“The musical chemistry 
was instant from our first 
practice,” Caroline said. 
“Dad had been playing mu-
sic with these guys for a lot 
of years, so it just kind of 
picked up where they had 
left off. We decided to try to 
get a couple bookings and 
played our first show at 217 
Brew Works. The first few 
times we played we didn’t 
even have a name.”

Caroline said she was 
eager to sing to crowds 
but was definitely ner-
vous the first few times. 
She knows she has come 

a long way in just two 
years.

“I love looking back at 
videos from the first show 
and then the last show and 
seeing how comfortable 
and confident I am now 
compared to then,” Caro-
line said. 

“Seeing her develop her 
talent and trade in these 
early years is something 
that I will never forget,” 
Whitley said. 

“Having Caroline there 
beside me each night that 
we sing is a very humbling 
and incredible experience 
for a father. I’m over-
whelmingly proud of not 
only the performer that she 
has become, but the stand-
up Christian young lady 
that has one of the biggest 
hearts of anyone I’ve ever 
met.”

Whitley has three daugh-
ters and says they all are 
different and have their 
own personalities.

“One thing that is the 
same for all of them is that 
I want to spend as much 
time as I can doing things 
with them, loving them 
and teaching them things 
along the way,” he said.

“Music has been a part 
of our family for gen-
erations,” Whitley said. “I 
look at my parents, grand-
parents, aunts, uncles and 
others in our family who 
have music in their souls 
and can both sing and play 
numerous instruments. I 
am thankful for these folks 
who have passed it along 
to us and for the incred-
ible musicians, both here 
and Nashville, that I’ve 
been able to be around 

and learn from for a lot of 
years.”

Caroline considers the 
members of Street Revival 
her musical family and 
wants to sing with them 
as long as she can before, 
hopefully, pursuing a solo 
career. But there is one 
member of that musical 
family who is just a little 
more special than the oth-
ers.

“No words really describe 
how much fun I have stand-
ing next to my dad, and 
we are definitely closer be-
cause of it,” Caroline said.  
“I love when I look over and 
see him smiling at me on 
stage. Or when he tells me, 
‘You got it,’ when he can 
tell I don’t want to go for a 
note. I look up to him, and 
all I want is to make him 
proud.”

Music: 'Thankful for these folks who have passed it along'
Continued from page 20

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

JUNE 30, 2020Asian Cafe 

252-281-5932 • 2861 Raleigh Rd. Parkway
www.vareewilson.com

Thai, Sushi & Ramen 
Full Bar offering beer, wine, 

cocktails and cold and warm sake.
Take-out & catering services available

Best Thai 
and Sushi 
in Wilson! 
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Wilson County Public Library

Library’s summer program goes virtual
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Wilson County Public 
Library Summer Reading 
Program will take place 
June 15 to Aug. 10. This 
year’s theme is “Imagine 
Your Story,” highlighting 
mythology, legends and 
fairy tales.

Wilson County Public 
Library is planning a va-
riety of virtual programs 
and reading incentives for 
children, teens and adults, 
prepared by staff across all 
library locations.

For continued safety 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, all programs will 
be offered online via the 
library’s Facebook page 
and YouTube Channel. 
The program will continue 
online even if library lo-
cations have reopened. 
A tentative schedule of 
planned youth events is 
included below, and ad-
ditional programs for all 
ages will be advertised on 
the library’s website and 
social media channels at a 
later date.  

The State Library of 
North Carolina will pro-
vide online registration 
and tracking for reading 
progress. Links for registra-
tion and reading logs will 
be posted to the library’s 
website, www.wilsoncoun-
typubliclibrary.org, and 
social media by June 15. 
Paper registration forms 
and reading logs will be 
available at all open library 
locations, via curbside pick-
up, and from participating 
community organizations; 
therefore, access to the in-
ternet is not a requirement 
for participation. Incentives 
and prizes will be given for 
participation in the pro-
gram and for completed 
reading logs.

YOUTH SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM

Ages 0-12 are invited to 
join the Youth Summer 
Reading Program. Sum-
mer reading is proven to 
fight the “summer slide” 
and to help ensure that 
youth are prepared for the 
new school year. With that 
in mind, library staff have 
adapted traditional pro-
gramming to keep students’ 
minds engaged in learning 
during summer break.  

A tentative schedule of 
Main Library Youth Ser-
vices programs is listed be-
low. Several children’s pro-
grams will be offered each 
week, including perform-
ers, storytimes and STEAM 
activities. Activity packets 
with materials and direc-
tions to be completed at 
home will be available for 
pickup at the main library 
on Nash Street. Packets will 
be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis while sup-
plies last. Performers have 
moved to an online format, 
and details on accessing 
their events will be posted 
on the library website and 
social media. 

• June 15: Kickoff with 
Bright Star Theatre: Ae-
sop’s Fables.

• June 16: STEAM Cata-
pults.

• June 22: Magic Crown 
and Wand.

• June 23: STEAM Toy 
Workshop.

• June 29: Knight Train-
ing.

• June 30: Lego Club-
Castle.

• July 6: Dragon Eggs.
• July 7: STEAM Jousting 

Bots.
• July 13: Unicorn Snot.
• July 14: Family Game 

Knight.
• July 20: Family Tree-Tell 

Your Story.
July 21: Lego Club-Drag-

on.
July 27: Dragon Masks.
July 28: To Be Deter-

mined.
Aug. 3: Flying Unicorns/

Dragons.
Aug. 4: STEAM-Sea Ser-

pent Claw.
Changes to program 

schedules and formats will 
be posted on the library’s 
website and social media. 
For questions regard-
ing main library youth 
programs, contact Scott 
Houston, youth services 
manager, at shouston@
wilson-co.com or 252-237-
5355 ext. 5055. Additional 
youth programming will 
be offered at branch loca-
tions.

YOUNG ADULT SUMMER 
READING PROGRAM

Teens aged 13-19 are 
invited to join the vir-
tual Young Adult Summer 
Reading Program. The 
library will provide weekly 
online programming, in-
cluding web quests and 
online scavenger hunts, 
Zoom book talks, online 
games and more. Each 
week, a new program will 
drop for teens, so keep 
your eyes peeled for vid-
eos.

Teens will have the op-
portunity to “Imagine 
Your Story” and share it 
with the world through 
the Teen Video Challenge. 
Stay tuned for a video tu-
torial describing how to 
enter this contest and tips 
on editing your creation. 
Teens will also have the 
opportunity to receive 
incentives and enter prize 
drawings for achieving 
reading goals. 

For more information, 

contact Kate Brittain, 
young adult librarian, at 
kbrittain@wilson-co.com or 
252-237-5355 ext. 5073. 

ADULT SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM

Although the library has 
held summer events for 
adults in the past, we are 
now offering the ability to 
track your reading for a 
chance to receive prizes, 
including gift cards.

Virtual program plan-
ning is currently in the 
works. Programs will help 
you “Imagine Your Story” 
through exploration of 
your family history and 
traditions, self-expression 
through writing, arts and 
crafts and challenges to 
shape your future. Activi-
ties may include sharing 
photos of your quarantine 
art/craft creations, sub-
mitting family recipes for 
a summer reading cook-
book, learning to research 
your ancestors, writing 
a poem or ghost story, 
imagining yourself as a 
literary character, explor-
ing wellness challenges 
to change your life and 
creating a time capsule to 
open in the future. Check 
the library website and 
social media for updates 
to the adult programming 
schedule.

For more information, 
contact Amanda Gardner, 
assistant director, at agard-
ner@wilson-co.com or 252-
237-5355 ext. 5072.

BRANCH SUMMER READING 
PROGRAMS

Community members 
of all ages are welcome 
to view virtual programs 

Continued on page 23
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from any library loca-
tion. Registration forms 
and activity packets for 
branch-led programs can 
be picked up from the 
specific branch location. 
As supplies are limited, 
these will be available on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis. Branch pickup hours 
may be limited and subject 
to change based on staff 
availability. Any changes 
in service hours will be 
posted on the library web-
site and social media.  

• The Black Creek 
Branch Library is located 
at 103 Central Ave. in 
Black Creek. For more 
information, call 252-
237-5355. Programs for 
children will include creat-
ing a fairy/gnome garden, 
building a house for the 
Three Little Pigs, making 
story props using cut-outs 
of Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears, crafting a 
fire-breathing dragon cup, 
and designing a mythical 
“Wild Thing” mask from 
“Where the Wild Things 
Are” by Maurice Sendak. 
For the summer reading 
finale, experience “Camp-
fire Craze” by making 
s’mores with construction 
paper and cotton balls. 
Teens will make unicorn 
rock candy, weave a basket 
out of magazine rolls, de-
sign CD Magical Scratch 
Art and Rainbow Sand Art, 
craft refrigerator magnets, 
and finish the program 

with a “Making Miniature 
Houses” craft.

• The East branch is 
located at 6000-C Ward 
Blvd. in Wilson. For more 
information, call 252-237-
5355. Explore tales of 
mermaids and unicorns, 
dragons and giants, and 
knights and castles. While 
exploring these fantastic 
stories, learn how to craft 
your own fantastic story. 
Craft a dragon egg, a cata-
pult and a fire-breathing 
dragon among many other 
crafts, all while imaging 
how your own story will 
take shape.

• The Elm City branch 
is located at 114 N. Rail-
road St. in Elm City. For 
more information, call 
252-237-5355. STEAM 
meets storytime with a 
variety of fun crafts and 
tales, from teacups to 
suncatchers and beyond. 
Children and teens will 
enjoy take home crafts 
and treats each week, as 
well as virtual storytimes 
and STEAM activities. 
There will be a virtual 
celebration for children 
and teens to wrap up the 
program.

• The Crocker Branch 
Library is located at 114 S. 
Main St. in Stantonsburg.  
For more information, 
call 252-237-5355. Par-
ticipants will learn how 
to identify differences in 
various types of folklore, 
including fairy tales, 
fables, tall tales, myths 
and legends. Explore al-

ternative storytelling, such 
as the stories that totem 
poles tell, stories told over 
a campfire, how women 
and animals are represent-
ed as main characters in 
stories, and how the idea 
of magical creatures has 
been developed through 
the magic of Harry Potter. 
Take home activities will 
include word puzzles and 
games, a totem pole craft, 
building Lego animals, 
create-your-own-character 
face stickers, and a tall 
tale activity.

• The Lucama Branch 
Library is located at 103 E. 
Spring St. in Lucama. For 
more information, call 252-
239-0046. Staff will lead 
children and teens in the 
exploration of traditional 
fairy tales that have been 

given a modern twist. Chil-
dren will experience crafts 
and STEAM activities cen-
tered around The Three 
Little Pigs, mystical uni-
corns and rainbows, Little 
Red Riding Hood and the 
Big Bad Wolf, and dragons 
and dinosaurs. Bedazzle, 
bejewel and adorn shields, 
crests, swords and hel-
mets. Teens will create 
relaxation bottles, dragon 
lantern, and more activi-
ties to come.

The Summer Reading 
Program is made possible 
in large part due to the 
generosity of the Friends 
of the Wilson County Pub-
lic Library. Stay tuned for 
more adventurous activi-
ties that will allow you to 
travel beyond your current 
realm. 

Virtual: Travel beyond your current realm
Continued from page 22

While exploring these fantastic stories, 
learn how to craft your own fantastic 
story. Craft a dragon egg, a catapult and 
a fire-breathing dragon among many 
other crafts, all while imaging how your 
own story will take shape.
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WAW
Puzzles

ACROSS
1. Stages
5. Sib
8. Gulp
12. Loaned
13. Feat
14. Sign on
15. Pastor
17. Polish, as copy
18. Make Z’s
19. Push down
21. Consumer
23. Net
24. Coal unit
26. Newcomer to 

society
28. Ward off
32. Expression of pain

34. To’s companion
36. Birch, e.g.
37. Entertain
39. Basketball input
41. Secondhand
42. Kettle
44. Mispronounce
46. Policemen
50. Yonder
53. Sound
54. Looked like
56. Shortly
57. Pasture cry
58. The Stars and 

Stripes
59. Chops
60. Open with a 

crowbar
61. Class

DOWN
1. Shade sources
2. Horse check
3. Broadcast
4. Excites
5. Took a load off
6. Made cold
7. Scatter
8. Frozen treat
9. Expansive
10. Pupil site
11. Acquires
16. Beginning
20. By means of
22. Game official, for 

short
24. Kid
25. Wilder’s “____ 

Town”
27. Half of a bikini
29. Correctly
30. Snakelike fish
31. Blazed the trail
33. Occurs
35. ____ and vinegar
38. Part of a foot
40. ____ of passage
43. Hobo
45. Long pole
46. ____-and-carry
47. Clarinet’s kin
48. Till the soil
49. Mast or boom
51. Gather a crop
52. Frontier
55. Fork over

Crossword

Sudoku

You’ll find the solutions on page 26
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Puzzle  
solutions

See puzzles on page 25
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www.ECPC1.com

Vidant Pain Management Center
2010 West Arlington Blvd.

Greenville, NC 27834
252-847-0601

ECPC Interventional Pain Clinic
2430 Emerald Place, Suite 103

Greenville, NC 27834
252-561-8218

Outer Banks Hospital
4800 S. Croatan Highway

Nags Head, NC 27949
252-449-5860

Vidant Bertie Hospital
1403 South King Street

Windsor, NC 27983
252-794-6700

Vidant Chowan Hospital
211 Virginia Road

Edenton, NC 27932
252-482-6292

Wilson Pain Clinic
2410 Montgomery Drive

Wilson, NC 27893
252-674-1851

Goldsboro Pain Clinic
2607 Medical Office Place

Goldsboro, NC 27534
919-330-1940

7 Locations to Serve You

At ECPC Pain Specialists, we have eight Pain Doctors and six Adult Nurse Practitioners 
specifically trained to treat and manage pain. Our team is board certified in pain management, 

and is the longest active pain group in the area.  
When you have a need to treat your pain, trust the professionals with the most experience. 

Ask  your provider to call and schedule a referral appointment. 

Melany Furimsky, DO  •  Juan B. Firnhaber, MD  •  Lynn R. Johnson, MD  •  Raymond B. Minard, MD 
José G. Avila-Calles, MD, PhD  •  Aaron Carter, MD  •  Christopher T. Grubb, MD  •  Brian H. Keogh, Jr., MD 

Margaret A. Dillon, ANP  •  Dominique Dennis, FNP-C  •  Tawana Jerry Hunter, RN, AGNP 
Kimberley M. Smith , AGNP  •  Allison Thomas, ANP  •  Jill S. Williams, ANP 

Eastern North Carolina’s Most Comprehensive Pain Practice



Wilson Community College  

     can help you get yours.

Wilson Community  

   College can help  

      you get into one.

rewarding  
careers.rewarding  
careers.

Wilson Community College can    

help you reach your potential.
be a boss.be a boss.

second Chances.
Second Chances.

(252) 291-1195

admissions@wilsoncc.edu

wilsoncc.edu
WWW .


