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Spend a day (or 2) at 
NC Whirligig Festival 

The N.C. Whirligig Festival is one of 
my favorite weekends of the year.

I work in downtown Wilson, and it’s 
almost magical to see the 
area turned into a festi-
val site overnight. 

My family always 
arrives as soon as the 
festival opens on Sat-
urday before it gets too 
crowded. We wear good 
walking shoes and head 
off to see what the ven-
dors have for sale, who’s 
playing on the stages and 

to scan the crowds for old friends (and 
sometimes family) in town for the week-
end. 

My husband and I sniff out the best 
food options and plan out our meals and 
snacks for the day as we walk by the ven-
dor booths. In the past few years, we’ve 
sought out strawberry tea, chicken on a 
stick with fried rice, chicken and waffles, 
hot dogs and kettle corn. What we miss 
on Saturday, we seek out on Sunday.

Our strategy is usually to walk on one 
side of the street first and to hit the other 
side on the way back to our car. We start 
at my office and walk toward the mecca 
for many that day: the Vollis Simpson 
Whirligig Park.

Have you visited our park yet? If not, 
Nov. 6 and 7 is a good time to make the 

drive to Wilson to see the whirligigs, enjoy 
the festival entertainment and visit the 
many vendors who will line the streets.

Vollis Simpson was a World War II 
veteran who lived just outside Wilson in  
Lucama. His hobby was making giant 
whirligigs — or windmills, as he called 
them — and planting them in a pasture 
on the family farm. As he grew older, it 
became too much for him to keep them 
painted and in repair, and he agreed to 
sell them for what is now a city park. 

Vollis was a character. Full of life and 
full of stories. In the early years of the 
festival, before the park was complete, 
he set up his own booth on Nash Street 
and sold some of his smaller whirligigs. 
And he talked with folks who stopped 
by to see him. I always looked for Vollis 
each year because I loved talking to him. 
He always made me smile.

Vollis didn’t live to see the completion 
of the Whirligig Park that bears his name 
and salutes his work, but he certainly got 
to enjoy the festival.

And if you decide to visit our down-
town for the N.C. Whirligig Festival, I 
hope you enjoy it as well.

Starting on page 9, you’ll find all kinds 
of information to help you plan your trip 
to the festival.

Lisa Boykin Batts is associate editor of The 
Wilson Times and editor of Wide Awake.

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS
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Spend the afternoon at The Hub Beerfest
For Wide Awake

OXFORD  — The Hub on Main is 
excited for the return of The Hub 
Beerfest on Nov. 13 in downtown Ox-
ford in the heart of Granville County.

The section of Main Street from 
Hillsboro to Little John streets will 
be closed to allow plenty of space 
to spread out and enjoy access to 
50-plus samples from both local and 
nationally distributed brands of beer 
and ciders.

Live music, food trucks and beer 
samples will be available from 1-4 
p.m. Tickets are available for the 
event on Eventbrite and at The Hub 
on Main.

Proceeds benefit Oxford’s Masonic 
Home for Children. 

Festival attendees are encouraged 

to hang around in historic downtown 
Oxford and experience all the quaint 
town has to offer. There is a brewery 
as well as many local restaurants 
and unique shops within walking 
distance. 

“The Hub Beerfest is an exciting 
opportunity to showcase Oxford, a 
hidden gem just 30 minutes from 
Raleigh/Durham, by providing access 
to some awesome breweries, fun 
food trucks and live music. We get to 
enjoy what makes Granville County 
unique with all those who live here 
and visit while supporting a fantastic 
local cause at The Masonic Home 
for Children. It doesn’t get any better 
than that,” said Pierre Gingue, owner 
of The Hub on Main and founder of 
the The Hub Beerfest.

Call some friends and plan to spend some time at The Hub Beerfest on Nov. 13 in 
Oxford. Proceeds benefit Oxford's Masonic Home for Children. Contributed photo
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Christmas Jubilee is Live@TheRudy
Family-friendly shows 
begin Nov. 2 in Selma
By Janelle Clevinger

SELMA — After last year’s 
break from a live show due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the “Christmas 
Jubilee — Live@TheRudy” is back 
this year to entertain thousands at 
the Rudy Theatre. The Rudy The-
atre is offering 43 Christmas Jubilee 
shows, including matinee and eve-
ning performances, beginning on 
Nov. 2.

This will be the Christmas Jubilee’s 
23rd year, but Rudy Theatre owner 
and show producer Spook Joyner 
guarantees that no two years are the 
same.

“Obviously, there is a Christmas 
theme and a basic outline for each 

year’s show,” Joyner said. “But there 
are bunch of different arrangements 
of Christmas songs, and we change 
it up every year. We change the decor 
on stage, change outfits, songs and 
their arrangements, and the comedic 
skits are different. 

That’s right. In addition to music 
and choreography, there is comedy 
interspersed throughout the two 
45-minute sets. A character named 
Fuzzy Fiddlefoot comes on stage as 
different characters telling Christ-
mas-themed jokes for about three 
minutes per sketch.

“This is a down home jubilee 
Christmas show,” Joyner said. “And 
it’s definitely family friendly.”

Attending the Christmas Jubilee 
has become an annual family tradi-
tion for many.

“We have families who have come 
for 20 years,” Joyner said. “The 

Tina Seldin Cash and Stephanie Rae Wiggins will perform at this year’s Christmas 
show at The Rudy. Contributed photo
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grandparents may have passed away, 
but their children now bring their 
own children.”

Large groups and bus tour groups 
usually come early in the season, 
while smaller groups and families 
tend to visit closer to Christmas. 

Joyner said the musicians and 
performers have been working on 
this year’s show since late Septem-
ber, working on costumes, blocking, 
lighting, musical arrangements and 
rehearsing the entire show. He says 
that all adds up to the “wow factor” 
people leave with after attending a 
show at the Rudy Theatre.

“People seem to expect less and 
then come out saying, ‘I wasn’t ex-
pecting that,’” Joyner said. “People 
come to the Rudy from all over the 
United States and all over the world 
who are visiting the area and are 
amazed at the talent. I had one ex-
tremely well-dressed visitor tell me, 
‘When the lights went off, I felt that 
I was in New York. There is no dif-
ference in the quality of the shows.’ 
So we can definitely promise a wow 
factor.”

Joyner knows there is still some 
hesitancy in going to shows as the 
country still combats COVID-19 but 

promises that the staff of the Rudy 
keeps their audiences’ health in mind.

“We want people to feel safe and be 
safe,” Joyner said. “Before and after 
every show we spray a solution in the 
theater that disinfects but does not 
harm our visitors in any way.”

Wearing a mask to a performance 
is up to the individual, Joyner said.

This holiday season, Joyner wants 
to send a personal message to Rudy 
visitors.

“I’m very thankful that people are 
still attending the shows at the Rudy,” 
Joyner said. “I want to thank each and 
every person who has attended a show 
for coming out and supporting us.”

For “Christmas Jubilee — Live@
TheRudy” show dates, times and tick-
et information, visit www.rudythe-
atre.com or call 1-877-THE-RUDY. 
The Rudy Theatre is located at 300 N. 
Raiford St., Selma.

Spook Joyner  is ready for another season of Christmas shows at The Rudy. 
Contributed photo

“This is a down home 
jubilee Christmas show, 
and it’s definitely family 
friendly.”
SPOOK JOYNER, Rudy Theatre owner

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

*Whi l e  supp l i e s  l a s t .  L imi t  ONE compl imentary g i f t  cer t i f i ca te  PER HOUSEHOLD.
Gi f t  cer t i f i ca te s  va l id  1 1-22-2 1  through 12-24-2 1 .  Not  va l id  a t  Brentwood Dry Cleaners  and Food L ion .

Holiday Open House

Spend $150 with participating Shoppes at Brentwood merchants dur ing 
the Holiday Open House and receive a complimentary $40 gift certificate!*

Sunday, November 21
1 - 5 p.m.

Saturday, November 20
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Hear the Tar River Chorus in concert this month, performing with Carolina Brass. 
Contributed photo

Concert features 
inspirational music
For Wide Awake

ROCKY MOUNT — The Tar River 
Chorus will present “The Song Aris-
ing —Inspirational Music for Our 
Times” with Carolina Brass at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 5.

The concert will be presented at 
First Baptist Church in Rocky Mount.

The Tar River Chorus and Carolina 
Brass present an uplifting concert of 
inspirational music to begin its sea-
son.

Songs will include “You’ll Never 
Walk Alone,” “Climb Every Moun-
tain” and “What A Wonderful World.” 

The Carolina Brass will also per-
form selections of classical, Dixie-

land, jazz and patriotic music.
Seating capacity will be reduced 

to allow for social distancing. Un-
vaccinated guests are asked to wear 
masks.

For ticket information or for more 
information about Tar River Orches-
tra and Chorus, visit tarriverlive.com.

The church is located at 200 S. 
Church St.

This is the 36th year of the Tar 
River Choral & Orchestral So-
ciety’s musical performances in 
Rocky Mount and the surrounding 
region. 

Five musical groups provide unique 
performances for adults and chil-
dren. 
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Enjoy the colors of fall during “Fall Foliage Tours” in Wake Forest. Contributed photo

Take a Fall Foliage Tour
For Wide Awake

WAKE FOREST — Enjoy the vi-
brant reds, oranges and yellows of 
autumn while also learning about 
native trees during a series of “Fall 
Foliage Tours” in early November at 
E. Carroll Joyner Park, 701 Harris 
Road. 

Urban forestry coordinator Luke 
Devores will offer the free, one-hour 
tours “rain or shine” on Wednesday, 

Nov. 3, at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and on 
Saturday, Nov. 6, at noon and 2 p.m.  

Parents and children of all ages 
are welcome, and no registration is 
required. Anyone interested in partic-
ipating is encouraged to assemble in 
front of the Joyner Park Community 
Center. 

For more information, contact De-
vores at 919-435-9565 orldevores@
wakeforestnc.gov.

Get upclose with aircraft at AirFest 2021
For Wide Awake

LOUISBURG — AirFest 2021 will 
offer a number of activities for the 
whole family.

The annual event is 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Nov. 6 at Triangle North 
Executive Airport, located at 440 Air-
port Road.

The event will include airplane and 
helicopter rides and skydiving. 

The AirFest 2021 annual event is 
free to the public to attend. The heli-
copters or airplane rides are for chil-
dren and adults and are discounted 
at $40 a person. 

The display will include aircraft on 
the airfield from a Challenger 350 
down to a glider. Those attending can 
walk around aircraft and ask questions. 

Food trucks will include Fat Patties 
and Magnificent Concessions. 

Arts pARTners:

Tickets: $35 Adults, $30 Seniors  & Students

CHRISTMAS
WITH ELVIS
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Festival fun is back Nov. 6-7
By Janelle Clevinger

The sights and smells of an in-person N.C. 
Whirligig Festival are coming back to downtown 
Wilson on Nov. 6 and 7.

“We are so excited to be back,” said Theresa 
Mathis, festival director, referring to the fact that 
last year’s festival was a combination virtual and 
food truck/limited activity weekend because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. “We did not know at the 
beginning of the year if this was even going to be 
possible, and we are so grateful that the protocols 
were released enough where we could have out-
door events.”

“When I think of Vollis Simpson (the folk artist 
who created the whirligig art) I think he would be 
especially proud of this year, our comeback year,” 
Mathis added. “He took things that were discard-
ed, broken or no longer in use and put them back 
together in a way to create something amazing, 
and that’s what this year feels like. We’ve been 
scattered, isolated, broken for two years, and this 
is our chance to come back together as a commu-
nity.”

Past festivals have seen crowds estimated at 
30,000 over the two-day festival.

FESTIVAL FOOTPRINT

The festival is bringing back the same footprint 
it used in 2019, using the streets from Nash to the 
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park, encompassing five 
blocks. The festival will run from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

More than 130 vendors have registered to sell 
their products during the two-day festival. 

“We have a whole batch of new vendors who 
are excited to come to Wilson for the first time,” 
Mathis said. 

“So it will be a mix of brand-new vendors and 
some of our festival favorites. If a festival is the 
same thing every year, people stop coming, so you 
have to have something ‘bright, shiny and new’ to 
bring them in.”

Food trucks are always focal points at the Whirli-
gig Festival, and organizers are going to make sure 
that food vendors have more space around them 
than in previous years.

“That’s where festival goers are more likely to 
drop their masks so they can eat,” Mathis said. “So 
we’re going to give the food trucks a little more 
wiggle room.”

WHIRLI-RUN 

The Wilson Endurance Club’s 2021 Whirli-Run 
kicks off the Whirligig Festival weekend with races 
of various lengths, all located at the Lake Wilson 
Reservoir’s 2-mile trail on Saturday, Nov. 6, and 
beginning at 8 a.m.

Runners can compete in a one-loop fun run/walk; 
two-loop run for 5K-plus distance runners, three-loop 
run for 10K distance runners; four-loop run for longer 
distance runners; and unlimited loops for extreme 
distance runners to determine who can run the most 
loops in under four hours.

The 2021 event is dedicated to the memory 
of Mindy Davis Pierce, and a significant portion of 
race proceeds and all donations will be given to the 
charities she designated. Whirli-Run registration is 
on the Whirligig Festival website.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mathis and her organizing committee are excit-
ed that a majority of what previous festival-goers 
love will be coming back in 2021.

“Our entertainment will be live and active this 
year,” Mathis said. “We have four stages full of mu-
sic and entertainment, all day, both days. And then 
a multitude of special events will be happening 
throughout the festival.” 

Stages are the Whirligig Park Stage, located 
in the park itself; the Greenlight Stage, near the 
courthouse on the corner of Nash and Goldsboro 
streets; the Community Stage at Banker’s Plaza 
beside the former Arts Council of Wilson building 
on Goldsboro Street; and the Whirli-Kidz Stage 
on Barnes Street in front of the replica of the Cape 
Hatteras lighthouse.

• Southern beach music legends The Tams head-

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

The Tams always draw a crowd when they play in Wilson. They return to the 17th annual N.C. Whirligig Festival 
this year, playing on Sunday afternoon. Janelle Clevinger | Wide Awake archive

WIDE AWAKE WILSON
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line the Whirligig Festival’s entertainment lineup, 
playing on the Whirligig Park stage on festival 
Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. 

• North Carolina’s own band Chatham Rabbits 
take the Whirligig Park stage on Saturday. The 
husband-and-wife team of Austin and Sarah Mc-
Combie combine bluegrass and country styles to 
create their own Americana sound.

• The Greenlight stage will highlight pop sing-
er-songwriter Lauren Light on Saturday at 10 a.m. 
Light, with more than 800 live performances under 
her belt, uses her powerful, soulful vocals to belt 
out pop and soul tunes. Her music has been fea-
tured in several television shows and commercials.

• The Will McBride Group will take to the Green-
light stage on Sunday afternoon. The group, which 
has opened for ZZ Top, Styx, Eddie Money, Leon 
Russell, The Temptations, Delbert McClinton and 
Aaron Neville, delivers high energy, original rock 
music.

• Gospel groups will perform on various stages 
throughout the day on Sunday. 

NO SHORTAGE OF KIDS’ ACTIVITIES

The Whirli-Kidz stage, on Barnes Street beside 
the lighthouse replica, will feature alternating per-
formances by Nick’s Live Kids Show and the Inter-
ACTive Theater of Jef. 

Multiple free activities for kids will take place in 
the Whirli-Kidz Zone on both Saturday and Sun-
day, next to the Whirli-Kidz stage. Featured in the 
zone are the Adrenaline Rush Obstacle Course, 
a fire truck inflatable slide, a ninja battle station, 
Hoop Zone basketball, a baseball toss competition 
and several play buildings provided by Leonard 
Buildings. 

The Whirli-Fairy, brought to life by national 
award-winning cosplayer JMasque, will offer inter-
active photo sessions throughout the afternoon on 
Sunday.

Volunteers in the Whirli-Kidz Zone are spon-
sored by the city’s Human Relations office; the 
Wilson Youth Council will be volunteering all 
weekend running the zone.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Chain Reaction’s BMX stunt show will be thrill-
ing kids of all ages. Ramp riders, flat landers, in-
line skaters, bicyclists and skateboarders will show 
off their gravity-defying skills during four shows 
on Saturday and three shows on Sunday.

“Extreme challenges are back and include ex-
treme inflatables that are going to challenge you 
at a whole new level,” Mathis said. “Ax-throwing, 
which is taking the country by storm, will be here 
in an inflatable form, obviously using a dummy ax 

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

Make sure to see the Chain Reaction’s BMX stunt 
show. Contributed photo

4100 Raleigh Rd. Pkwy. • Wilson • 252-237-3197
www.joyners.net

4100 Raleigh Rd. Pkwy. • Wilson • 252-237-3197
www.joyners.net
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in this case.”
An inflatable surfing simulator will 

allow guests to experience the thrills 
of surfing without getting wet.

“You get to climb on a surfboard 
and try to surf, but there is no water 
included, so nobody gets wet on this 
ride,” Mathis said.

Climbing walls will be returning 
to the festival as another extreme 
challenge. It has been more than five 
years since the festival featured a 
climbing wall, and organizers felt it 
was time to bring it back. 

ART TAKES CENTER STAGE 

More opportunities for area artists 
to shine have been added to the festi-
val lineup, several of them thanks to 
the Wilson Arts Center. 

Wilson Arts is hosting the Whirligig 
Festival Children’s Coloring Contest 
on the Saturday morning of the festi-
val. Beginning at 10 a.m., a coloring 
station will be located at the Wilson 
Arts Center, 204 Nash St. S., where 
kids will find coloring pages of iconic 
Wilson landmarks, created by local 

artists. These pages are also avail-
able to download from the Wilson 
Arts website, www.wilsonarts.com, 
and drop off their entries Saturday 
morning. Winners will be announced 
Saturday afternoon.

Watch talented street artists create 
murals during the inaugural live out-
door painting contest on the grounds 
of the Whirligig Park during the 
Whirligig Park Paint-Off. You can 
cast your vote for Visitor’s Choice, 
so stop by and watch these painters, 
invited by Wilson Arts, as they create 
inspired masterpieces. 

The third annual sidewalk chalk 
in-person art competition begins at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday at Whirligig Park. 
Watch as artists in three categories 
— Kids, Adults and Professional Art-
ists — turn sidewalks into pieces of 
art. Preregistration is required and 
can be completed on the Whirligig 
Festival website. Entry is free, and all 
materials are provided.

Festival favorite artist Dan Nelson 
returns this year to create more large-
scale paintings of festival sites in real 
time. Nelson begins his work on over-

sized canvases on Saturday, with the 
work completed on Sunday. Two of 
his paintings from the 2019 Whirligig 
Festival will be on sale this year.

IMAGINATION STATION

Imagination Station Science & His-

tory Museum, 224 Nash St. SE, will 
hold sidewalk events both days of 
the festival. The museum will feature 
some up-cycled perpetual motion 
machines and a homemade pendu-
lum that you can use to make your 
own piece of art and take it home 
with you.

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

Wilson Arts’ annual sidewalk chalk art competition begins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday at 
Whirligig Park. Drew C. Wilson | Wide Awake archive



12  Wide Awake  |  November 2021

BIRDS-EYE VIEW

The city of Wilson will once again 
provide free bucket truck rides on 
the Goldsboro Street side of the 
Whirligig Park for adults and kids. 
These rides allow festival goers to 
enjoy a birds-eye view of both the 
Whirligig Park and the festival itself. 
Take a camera to capture the mo-
ment. City employees and riders will 
be required to wear masks during the 
ride.

NEW MODE OF TRANSPORTATION

A new way to get to and from fes-
tival parking areas this year will be a 
trolley, sponsored by the Wilson con-
gregation of Total Impact Ministries. 
For $1 per rider, you can travel on the 
trolley the perimeter of the festival to 
specified trolley stops, including vari-
ous parking areas. 

“We are excited about this new 

trolley shuttle provided by Total Im-
pact Ministries’ outreach program,” 
said Mathis. “I think most people 
will take advantage of this at the 
end of their visit to the festival be-
cause their hands are full, they have 
their funnel cakes, and the kids are 
tired.”

COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC

Carolina Health Clinic will provide 
a free COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
during the festival on the corner of 
Nash and Tarboro streets. Vaccina-
tions and booster shots will be avail-
able. Call the clinic at 252-243-9800 
to find out which vaccinations are 
available.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

The festival is increasing the num-
ber of handwashing stations at the 
five portable toilet locations through-

out the festival footprint. All vendors 
are required to have hand sanitizer 
at their booths, and all food vendors 
preparing and handling food are 
required to be masked, as required 
by the state of North Carolina. All 
vendors will systematically and fre-
quently spray and sanitize display 
surfaces. More information about 
COVID-19 precautions and require-
ments can be found on the festival’s 
website.

All approved festival food vendors 
are within the festival zone, but 
Mathis added that state law requires 
any food vendor located within 1 
mile of the festival perimeter be li-
censed and inspected by the health 
department.

“If anyone sees a food vendor on 
a corner, a block away for example, 
that is not associated with the fes-
tival, the health department is still 
required to inspect them,” Mathis 
said. “So look for an inspection 

sticker.”
All food vendor equipment and 

food is inspected by the Wilson 
County Health Department, and all 
festival inflatables and interactive 
displays are inspected by the state.

Mathis noted that alcoholic bever-
ages are not sold by the N.C. Whirl-
igig Festival, and open containers of 
alcohol are not allowed on the streets 
at the festival, but the festival does 
support the three downtown pubs in 
Wilson.

“Casita Brewing Company will 
have a beer garden right on the 
front row of the Whirligig Park, 
and Ruckus & Redemption and The 
Downtown Public House will invite 
adults to step inside, relax, have a 
brew and then rejoin the festival,” 
Mathis said.

For more information and a com-
plete list of activities, visit the North 
Carolina Whirligig Festival website at 
www.whirligigfestivalnc.org.

Take a free bucket lift, offered by the city of Wilson, and get an upclose look at Vollis Simpson’s whirligigs at the park. City employees and riders will be required to wear 
masks during the ride.  The rides are offered to both children and adults. Drew C. Wilson | Wide Awake archive

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  
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Lots of shopping 
options at festival
ARTS AND CRAFTS

Arts and craft vendors will line 
streets of downtown Wilson Nov. 6 
and 7 at the N.C. Whirligig Festival.

With the variety of items for sale, 
you should be able to check off some 
names on your Christmas list.

• Abby Reese Design (new).
• Alco Creations.
• All Things Quilted and More.
• Argent Sun Design (new).
• Art by Horace Raper (new).
• Beautiful Bloomer (new).
• Bella Cotton Apparel.
• Black Creek Crafting. 
• BrookeyD: Handmade & Upcy-

cled (new).
• Bubbles Entertainment (new).
• Buji Beastwear (new).
• Carl’s Crafts (new).
• Clear Circles Accessories.
• Decisions Designs.
• Face It! Face Painting.
• Fragments and Fig (new).
• Frances Farms (new).
• Gravel Monkey Geodes.
• Greg’s Art & Garden Iron. 
• Just a Tish Designs (new).
• Katchi Gifts (new).
• Kurvy Kouture Boutique (new).
• LimeGreen.
• Linda Little Crafts.
• Lynnette Pair Designs (new).
• M and W Leather.
• Meads Custom Furniture (new).
• MiH Farm (new).
• Ocean Palms Jewelry (new).
• Pretty Door Décor (new). 
• Shipwrecked Seasonings (new).
• Shore Soap.
• Shore East Apparel. 
• Signature Hairbows. 
• Stitches by Denise.
• Stix ‘n’ Stones (new).
• Sun Art by Mark (new).
• T. Hardy Design. 
• Tastin’ Jamaican Caribbean Style 

Salsa.
• The Crooked Spoon. 
• The Quarry (new).

• The TinCan Man.
• Unique Creation 4U. 
• Valentine Fine Art.
• Wesley Pridgen (new).
• Wood Butcher.
• Wright-Kline Wreaths.

COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES 

• All American Gutter Protection
• Brick Scholars
• IAABrooklyn Boutique 
• Republic St. Clothing Co.
• RomeLondon.
• Scentsy by Sarah Godwin.
• Teresa’s Thrifty Treasures.
• TJ Bandz.) 

DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS 

A mix of open stores with extended 
hours and booth displays.  

• 252 HQ (new).
• Art Happens on Tarboro (open).
• B&S Wholesale Tire Center 

(booth). 
• Carol Creech Promotions (new, 

open).
• Dance Studio B (booth.)
• DiFrent Level Barber Studio 

(booth).
• Downtown Public House (open).
• Everlasting Impressions Tattoos 

(booth).
• Eyes on Main Street (new, booth).
• Iconostar Art (open).
• Imagination Station & Science 

Museum (booth.)
• Krueger’s Candies (open).
• Larama Coffee House (new, 

booth).
• McClain Insurance Agency (new, 

booth).
• North State Consulting (new, 

booth).
• Phil’s Music Exchange (new).
• Samora Naturals (new).
• The Selkie (new, open).
• Treat Yo’ Self Bakery (open). 
• Wilson Active Artists (booth).
• The Wilson Times (booth).

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

The popular Greg’s Art and Garden Iron will be back at the festival this year. Drew C. 
Wilson | Wide Awake archive
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Look for your favorite festival foods
For Wide Awake

What are you craving at this year’s 
N.C. Whirligig festival? 

Is it funnel cakes or cotton candy? 
Will you be searching for turkey 

barbecue or pork rinds?
Or maybe you want a turkey leg or 

crab cake with a fruit drink or lemon-
ade to wash it down. 

There’s so much to choose from, so 
go to the festival hungry.

• A Slice of Heaven — desserts.
• Asian Fusion Elite.
• Big Fat Daddy’s — turkey legs, 

brisket.
• Chick-fil-A.
• D’licious Icy’s.
• D&J Smashers — frozen fruit 

drinks.
• Demario’s — turkey leg, ribs.
• Duck Donuts.
• Emery’s Place — tacos, cheese 

fries.
• Everette’s Concession — ham-

burgers. 
• Feel Free Church Ministries — 

turkey barbecue.
• 5 Star Grilled Chicken.
• Frazee’s Concession — corn, hot 

dogs.
• G&T Concessions — funnel 

cakes, cheesecake.
• Gabby’s Concessions – funnel 

cakes, nachos. 
• Integrity Unlimited CDC — 

chicken wings.  
• L&L Skins — pork rinds, pea-

nuts.
• Mamaw’s Crab Cakes.
• Greek and Mediterranean cui-

sine.
• Mount Hebron Masonic Lodge — 

turkey legs.
• Nadar’s Bistro — gyros, cheese 

steak.
• Party in a Pita — gyro, hummus, 

falafel.
• Pineapple Island — fruit drinks.
• Prides Food Cart — bloomin’ 

onion.
• SaYum Jamaican Restaurant.
• Shazam Wings and Fries.
• St. Popperville — kettle corn.
• Taste of Texas — tacos, keto 

bowl.
• 3 Star Kettle Corn.

• Total Impact Church — desserts.
• Wildwood Free Will Baptist 

Church — chicken and waffles.

• Wilson PAL — steak, barbecue 
and deep fried desserts.

• Wilson Community Church — 

cotton candy. 
• The Wilson Scoop — ice cream, 

gelati.

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

Lots of favorite festival food items, 
above, will be sold at this year’s N.C. 
Whirligig Festival from Asian food to 
tacos, frozen fruit drinks and kettle 
corn. The delicious aromas will make 
your mouth water. L&L Skins, left, will 
also be back this year selling favorite 
snacks including pork rinds and peanuts. 
There are many options both days at 
this year’s festival for both meals and 
snacks. Drew C. Wilson | Wide Awake 
archive
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NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

Take time to visit 
nonprofit booths

A variety of nonprofit organizations 
will be set up at the N.C. Whirligig 
Festival Nov. 6-7.

Stop by their booths and learn 
about a variety of topics from politics 
and religions to beekeeping and dog 
rescue.

• American Legion Post 13.
• Carolina Family Health Center.
• Casa De Dios.
• Crossroad Street Ministry Inter-

national. 
• Democratic Party Of Wilson 

County. 
• For The Love Of Dogs. 
• Great Dane Rescue Alliance.
• Hunt Handbands For Hope. 
• Impact Church Of Wilson. 
• N.C. Against Gun Violence 

(new).
• N.C. Baseball Museum. 
• N.C. Whirligig Festival Merchan-

dise.
• Peace Church.

• Promusic Conservatory.
• Redemption Church.
• Temple Of Deliverance For All 

People.
• The Arc Of Wilson. 
• The Village Of Help (new). 
• Veterans Residential Services. 
• Wave Church.
• Waymakers Of North Carolina 

(new). 
• West Nash United Methodist 

Church. 
• WhirliDogs Training Centre.
• Wilson Area Habitat For Human-

ity.
• Wilson County Beekeepers Asso-

ciation. 
• Wilson County Partnership For 

Children.
• Wilson County Public Library. 
• Wilson County Republican Party.
• Wilson Evening Lions Club. 
• Wilson LGBTQ+ Alliance.
• Winstead United Methodist 

Church.

Waymakers of North Carolina founder Everett Speight, center, speaks with 
attendees of the Wilson Farmers and Artisans Market in July. The non-profit was 
formed in January to provide meals once a month to Wilsonians in need. Volunteers 
will be manning a tent and giving out information during the N.C. Whirligig Festival. 
Brie Handgraaf | For Wide Awake
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NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL  

This year’s book sale will be held at the library during the N.C. Whirligig Festival 
instead of in the Bookmobile. Contributed photo

Book sale moves to library
For Wide Awake

This year’s annual Friends of Wil-
son County Public Library will still be 
held during the N.C. Whirligig Festi-
val, but there’s a big change. Instead 
of having the sale in the Bookmobile 
at the festival, the sale will be in the 
assembly room at the library.

Hours of operation will be in line with 
the Whirligig Festival hours: Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 
5 p.m. Cash and cards will be accepted. 
Gross proceeds will benefit the Wilson 
County Public Library system. 

More information will be posted on 
the group’s Facebook page and on 
Instagram.
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SATURDAY, NOV. 6
Whirligig Park Stage 

10 a.m. to 10:30 a..m

DJ Bobby Skinner and line dancing 

10:30 a.m. to 11:30am

Chatham Rabbits, bluegrass

11:30 a.m. to noon

 DJ Bobby Skinner and line dancing

Noon to 1 p.m.

 Chatham Rabbits, bluegrass     

1 to 2 p.m.

  DJ Bobby Skinner  and line dancing

2 to 2:15 p.m.

 Greeting by Mayor Carlton Stevens and art 
contest awards 

2:15 to 3:30 p.m.

 New Local, music variety

3:30 to 4 p.m.

DJ Bobby Skinner and line dancing

4 to 5 p.m.

New Local, music variety 

Greenlight Stage 
    Near Courthouse on Nash Street | 

Sponsored by Greenlight Community Broadband 
10 to 11 a.m.

Lauren Light, alternative music

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 pm 

Street Revival, music variety 

12:30 to 1 p.m.  

Shimmy Shakers dance group      

1 to 2 p.m.  

Street Revival, music variety

2:30 to  3:30 pm 

Mount Moriah Community Church Praise 
Team        

4 to 5 p.m.

Mount Moriah Community Church Praise 
Team 

        

Community Stage 

Banker’s Plaza on Goldsboro Street | Sponsored by 
Barton College and the Wilson Tobs

10 a.m.

ACT! for Youth 

11 a.m.

Miss Wilson and Miss Outstanding Teen 

11:30 a.m.

Donell Best & Brennon Johnson Duo 
Noon

The Singers Studio 

12:30 p.m. 

Brand Performing Arts Center

1 p.m. 

Science Kidz Show 

1:30 p.m. 

Artistry in Motion 

2 p.m.

Dance Studio B

2:30 p.m.

 Tyvoris Finch, saxophone

3 p.m. 

Sallie B. Howard School of Arts

3:30 p.m.
Dereck Trossman

4:30 p.m. 

Caden Robinette  

Whirli-Kidz Stage 

Barnes Street | Sponsored by Wilson Arts

11 a.m. 

Nick’s LIVE Kids Show

Noon

The InterACTive Theatre of Jef

1 p.m. 

Nick’s Live Kids Show

2 p.m. 

The InterACTive Theatre of Jef

3 p.m.

Nick’s Live Kids Show

4 p.m.

The InterACTive Theatre of Jef

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL STAGE SCHEDULE
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SUNDAY  NOV. 7
Whirligig Park Stage 

Noon to 1:30 p.m. 

14-K Gold Band

1:30 to 2 p.m. 

Whirli-Run 5/10K and Cross-Country Run 
Awards

2 to 3:15 p.m.

The Tams

3:15 to 3:45 p.m.

DJ Bobby Skinner and line dancing

3:45 to 5 p.m. 

The Tams  
  

 Greenlight Stage 

  Near Courthouse on Nash Street | Sponsored by 
Greenlight Community Broadband

Noon to 1:30 p.m.

The Will McBride Group  
2 to 3 p.m.

Buster Dawson Band, gospel 

3:30 to 5 p.m.  

Wendy Peterson and Unity 
 

 Community Stage
 Banker’s Plaza on Goldsboro Street | Sponsored by 

Barton College and Wilson Tobs

Noon to 12:45 p.m.

Blind Heart, country music 

1 to 1:45 p.m.

Nic Stembridge, The Keyboard Teen 

2 to 3:30

Total Impact Ministries Outreach Praise Team 

4 to 5 p.m.

Jorge and the Honey Jacks (classic rock)   
 

Whirli-Kidz Stage 

Barnes Street | Sponsored by Wilson Arts

12:30 p.m. 

Nick’s LIVE Kids Show

1:45 p.m.

Whirli-Fariy, interactive photo session  

2 p.m. 

Nick’s LIVE Kids Show

2:45 p.m.

Whirli-Fairy, Interactive Photo session  

3 p.m. 

Nick’s Live Kids Show

4 p.m. 

Whirli-Fairy, interactive photo session  

BMX Stunt Show   

Sponsored by Wilson Tourism Authority, located on 
Douglas Street 

Saturday at 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Sunday at 1 p.m., 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m.

NC WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL STAGE SCHEDULE

The Chatham Rabbits perform Saturday at noon. Contributed photo

Look for the Whirli-Fairy Sunday afternoon. National 
award-winning cosplayer JMasque, will offer 
interactive photo sessions. Contributed photo
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TUESDAYS, NOVEMBER 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30
Virtual STEAM Programs
7 to 7:30 p.m.

Kids 5 and up can participate in 
the Wilson County Public Library's 
weekly science, technology, engi-
neering, art and math-themed pro-
grams. https://www.wilsoncounty-
publiclibrary.org

WEDNESDAYS, NOVEMBER 3, 
10, 17, 24
Virtual Storytime
10 to 10:30 a.m.

Ages 0-10. Join Wilson County 
Public Library staff for an all-ages 
storytime.

THURSDAY, NOV. 4
Virtual Teen Talk Books
4 p.m.

The Wilson County Public Library 
invites kids ages 12-19 to a Zoom 
book talk featuring "Code Talker" by 
Joseph Bruchac. Register to obtain 
a Zoom link. For more information 
and to register, contact Kate Brittain 
at 252-237-5355, ext. 5073 or kbrit-
tain@wilson-co.com.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Art & Ale
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Casita Brewing Company, 217 S. 
St. S., Wilson

Cathy Hardison, executive director 
of Wilson Arts, will walk partici-
pants through the easy, step-by-step 
process of creating a whimsical fall-
themed painting from start to finish. 
No experience necessary. Tickets 
$40. Contact acwboxoffice@wilso-
narts.com or call 252-291-4329 for 
more information and to register.

THURSDAYS, NOVEMBER 4, 11, 
18, 25

Virtual Pajama Storytime
5 to 5:30 p.m.

Wilson County Public Library  li-
brarians provide stories, songs and 
other surprises to help younger pa-
trons have pleasant dreams. For ages 
3-6.

FRIDAYS, NOVEMBER 5, 12, 19, 
26
Virtual Bilingual Storytime
5 to 5:30 p.m.

Listen to favorite stories in English 
and Spanish. For more informa-
tion, contact Scott Houston, youth 
services manager, at shouston@
wilson-co.com or 252-237-5355 ext. 
5055.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5
First Friday
5:30 to 8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 
106 Tarboro St. W., Wilson

Visit during evening hours, see 

class samples and sign up for upcom-
ing classes and see new work.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5
'The Song Arising'
7:30 to 9 p.m.
First Baptist Church, 200 S. 
Church St., Rocky Mount

The Tar River Chorus and Carolina 
Brass present an uplifting concert of 
inspirational music. Tickets $20. For 
ticket information or for more infor-
mation about Tar River Orchestra 
and Chorus, visit tarriverlive.com.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Barton College vs. Lenoir 
Rhyne
4 to 6 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field 
at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard 
St. NE., Wilson

The Barton Bulldogs take on Le-
noir Rhyne. Tickets are $15 at WAW-
tix.com

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 6 TO 7
North Carolina Whirligig 
Festival
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 1 
to 5 p.m. Sunday
Downtown Wilson

The N.C. Whirligig Festival is an 
all-inclusive, two-day arts festival 
that showcases the arts of the region, 
including the official N.C. Folk Art, 
whirligigs.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Butner Community 
Campfire and Movie Night
6 to 8 p.m.
Lake Holt Picnic Shelter, Butner

Campfire with s’mores starts at 6 
p.m. Movie starts at 7 p.m. Bundle 
up your family, take lawn chairs and 
blankets and join the fun.

SATURDAY, NOV. 6
Terry McBride Concert
7:30 p.m.
Nash County Arts Council, 
Nashville

A country musician, Terry McBride 
was the lead vocalist and bass guitar-
ist with McBride & the Ride. After the 
group disbanded, he started focusing 
on songwriting. For ticket informa-
tion, call 252-459-4734 or visit nash-
county-arts-council.ticketleap.com.

NOVEMBER 8 TO 12
Virtual International 
Games Week
1 p.m.

Participants can join the youth ser-
vices staff at Wilson County Public 
Library in making their own games.
Tune in to a demonstration video 
each day at 1 p.m. on Facebook and 
YouTube. Kits will be available at the 
main library youth services desk. Li-
brary locations will be closed on Nov. 
11. Contact Scott Houston, youth 

WIDE AWAKE EVENTS

Paint this rural scene at Art and Ale Nov. 4. Contributed photo
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services manager, at shouston@
wilson-co.com or 252-237-5355 ext. 
5055.

NOVEMBER 8 TO 24
Turkey Centerpiece Take & 
Make Craft
Library hours
Wilson County Public Library, 
249 Nash St. N., Wilson

Turn a recycled book into a beauti-
ful turkey centerpiece for your holi-
day table. For ages 13 and up.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
3D Stained Glass Tree Class
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 
106 Tarboro St. W., Wilson

Make a stained glass tree at Art 
Happens on Tarboro that will stay 
green forever. For more information 
call Kim S. Joy 252-650-2530 or visit 
the studio.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10
The Holiday Spud: A Fresh 
Take on Sweet Potato Cake
7 p.m.

Join Wilson County Public Library's  
Naija Speight to learn about the his-
tory of the sweet potato. A cooking 
demonstration featuring a delicious 
dessert will follow. This program 

will air on Facebook and YouTube. 
For more information, contact Naija 
Speight at 252-237-5355 ext. 5074 or 
nspeight@wilson-co.com.

The Band of Oz plays at the Wake Forest Rennaisance Centre on Nov. 20. Contributed photo
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THURSDAY TO SUNDAY, NOV. 11 TO 14
Nightfall with Edgar Allan Poe
7:30 p.m. Thursday to Saturday and 3 p.m. 
Sunday
Kennedy Family Theatre, Barton College, 
Wilson

In the show, presented by Theatre at Barton, 
audience members will travel to the darkest cor-
ners of Poe's mind with four of his favorite tales: 
"The Raven," "The Fall of the House of Usher," "The 
Pit and the Pendulum" and "The Tell-Tale Heart." 
Reservations must be made online at barton.edu/
theatre. No tickets will be sold at the door.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Vino For Our Vets
5 to 7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine, 3711 Peppermill Drive, 
Wilson

The annual fundraiser for Wilson veterans will 
be held at Grapenuts and virtually. For the past 
seven years, Grapenuts Wine's Vino for Our Vets 
food drive and fundraiser has been an integral part 
of Grapenuts' community outreach. All proceeds 
benefit the Veterans Residential Services of Wil-
son.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Second Saturday at Art Happens on 
Tarboro
5:30 to 8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Second Saturday at Art Happens on Tarboro fea-
tures a bead snowflake ornament workshop. For 
more information call Kim S. Joy 252-650-2530 or 
visit the studio.

MONDAY AND TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
TO 16
'Oliver!' Auditions
6 to 7:30 and 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 108 Nash St. 
NE, Wilson

Youth in grades K-12 can audition for the ACT! 
for Youth presentation of the musical stage play. 
Visit the website at www.wilsonarts.com/actfory-
outh/ for more information about the youth theater 

program and instructions on how to reserve an au-
dition spot. The show will be presented Jan. 28-30 
and Feb. 4-6.

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
TO 20
Hearthside Craft Guild
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday and Friday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
Wilson County Ag Center, 1806 S. 
Goldsboro St., Wilson

Artists and craftsmen will be selling locally pro-
duced arts and crafts at thehe 33rd annual holiday 
sale. There is a quilt raffle for $1, and all proceeds 
will go to The Veterans Residential Services in Wil-
son. Register for door prizes. There is no charge 
for admission.

NOVEMBER 19 TO DEC. 23
Holiday Invitational Pop-up Gift Shop
During gallery hours, Tuesday to Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash St. S., Wilson

Wilson Arts' Annual Holiday Invitational Pop-
up Gift Shop features work by local and regional 
artists and their well-priced handmade holiday gift 
items. There will be some expanded hours. Follow 
on Facebook for details.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
3D Bevel Star Class
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Using bevels you will wrap with copper foil and 
solder to make a sun catcher or an ornament for 
the holiday season and beyond. For more infor-
mation call Kim S. Joy at 252-650-2530 or visit the 
studio.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Holiday Pet Pawtraits 
1 to 3 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash St. S., Wilson

Take your furry family member for a profession-
al pet pawtrait by local photographer George Free-
ney. To register and pay for your 15-minute time 
slot, call 252-291-4329 or stop by the Wilson Arts 
Center during normal business hours (10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Tuesday-Saturday).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Virtual Signing Storytime
5 to 5:30 p.m.

This Wilson County Public Library storytime 
for ages 0-10 will be presented in American Sign 
Language and spoken English. The new storytime 
is in partnership with Barton College deaf educa-
tion students. For more information, contact Scott 
Houston at shouston@wilson-co.com or call 252-
237-5355.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Band of Oz
7:30 to 9 p.m.
The Wake Forest Renaissance Centre For the 
Arts, 405 S. Brooks St., Wake Forest

The Band of Oz is one of the Southeast's most 
popular beach music bands and a 1997 Beach Mu-
sic Hall of Fame inductee. Tickets are $15; to pur-
chase, https://www.wakeforestrencen.org/event/
band-oz.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Barton College/ Wilson Symphony 
Orchestra Fall Concert
3 p.m.
Kennedy Family Theatre, Barton College, 
Wilson

The concert will feature French composer Vin-
cent d'Indy's concerto for flute, cello, piano and 
strings, with guest musicians cellist Samuel Magill, 
flutist Lucian Rinando and pianist Polina Khatsko. 
To make reservations, contact Mark Peterson at 
252-399-6535 or email mpeterson@barton.edu. For 
those unable to reserve seats, announcements will 
be forthcoming on the Barton College website and 
on social media regarding the live-streaming link 
for the symphony performance.  All those attend-
ing the concert event must wear face masks and 
observe social distancing protocols.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Shop Small Selma
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
206 N. Pollock St., 206 N. Pollock St., Selma

Gather with friends and enjoy live local enter-
tainment and browse local artists and craftsmen. 
Shop local and support small businesses. The mar-
ket is held on North Raiford Street on the second 
Saturday of the month
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Photos on exhibit 
downtown Wilson
Jerome De Perlinghi, artistic director 
with the Eyes on Main Street Outdoor 
Photo Festival in Wilson, installs a 
photograph as resident photographer 
for October, Chris Facey of Raleigh, 
documents the scene. The festival 
features 100 large-scale photographs 
exhibited on storefronts throughout 
downtown Wilson. The exhibit starts 
Saturday, Oct. 30, and runs to March 
30. Drew C. Wilson | Times
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WIDE AWAKE WILSON SPOTTED

Kelsey Newsome 
and son Henry took 
advantage of all the 
kids' activities at the 
Deans Farm Market 
Fall Fest, including 
hayrides, the Jolly 
Jump Pad, pump-
kins, a soybean 
maze, a barrel train 
and an animal barn.

Diana Garcia, 8, of Bailey prepares to feed some excited goats during her fam-
ily's visit to Deans Farm Market's Fall Fest.

Deans Farm Market Fall Fest
Tonya Wheeler and granddaughter Alayna Wheeler, 9, enjoy the hayride at 
Deans Farm Market's Fall Fest.

After spending some time on the Fall Fest's Jolly Jump Pad, Skylar Aycock, 
just shy of 2 years old, waits for her mother, Meredith, to catch up with her be-
fore heading onto the next activity. 

Want to see more? Visit www.WideAwakeNC.com/spotted

Presented by:

Shoppes at Brentwood    243-5707
Spotted! is 
Sponsored by

Spotted Photos by Janelle Clevinger | Special to the Times
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