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Candidate forum set for Thursday
From staff reports

SPRING HOPE — The town’s 
nine candidates in this year’s 
municipal election are slated to 
attend a Thursday forum pre-
sented by The Enterprise.

The question-and-answer ses-
sion allowing town residents to 
quiz their mayoral and Board 
of Commissioners hopefuls 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. at the 

Spring Hope Community Build-
ing, 104 Community St.

“This is an opportunity for 
Spring Hope voters to hear di-
rectly from the people running 
to represent them on the town 
board and those who want to be 
mayor, the town’s chief ambassa-
dor,” said Editor Corey Friedman, 
who will moderate the forum. 
“I’ll ask a couple of preliminary 
questions, then turn it over to 

public Q&A. We hope people will 
turn out and come prepared with 
the questions they’d like to pose 
to the candidates.”

The fourm is scheduled to last 
roughly 90 minutes. Attendees 
can ask general questions or di-
rect questions to specific candi-
dates, but in the interest of fair-
ness, all candidates will be given 
the opportunity to respond to 
every question. Responses will 

be timed. 
Newcomer Kyle Pritchard and 

Prudence Wilkins, a sitting town 
commissioner, face each other 
for mayor.

Seven candidates are running 
for three open seats on the town 
board. Incumbents Brent Cone, 
Drew Griffin and Ricky Tucker 
will compete with newcomers 
Dap Dunston, Jason Himmel-
right, Tony Jefferys and Eric 

Gainey.
Early voting is scheduled from 

Oct. 14-30 at the Nash County 
Board of Elections office inside 
the Nash County Agriculture 
Center at 1006 Eastern Ave. in 
Nashville.

One-stop polls will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays and 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 30.

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 2.

‘Lucky as Goldilocks’
Pumpkin Festival 

crowd, atmosphere 

was just right
Spring Hope had a beau-

tiful, wonderful weekend. 
The sky was clear and 
sunny, the temperature 
generally pleasant and by 
most measurements, the 
49th Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival was a big 
success.

It’s too early to tell if 
and how much the festival will affect the 
pandemic. While those who wore masks 
were in the minority, enough people did to 
show respect for the deadly COVID-19 and 
its delta variant, and festival organizers 
spread out booths and events to minimize 
contagion. And the bulk of the festival was 
outdoors.

It wasn’t an easy decision for the spon-
soring Spring Hope Area Chamber of 
Commerce to ignore the rising number of 
COVID cases in Nash County. The original 
decision to resume the festival was made 
in the spring when the pandemic appeared 
in retreat thanks to the availability of life-
saving vaccines. Normal life seemed to be 
reasserting itself after a year’s absence. 

Even the N.C. State Fair, with typi-
cal crowds many times larger than local 
festivals, announced plans to resume in 
Raleigh and is still going on as scheduled 
even though it’s a much bigger risk of be-
ing a “superspreader.”

And a lot of us who have covered the 
Pumpkin Festival for decades wondered 
prior to the weekend what kind of re-
sponse the festival would have. Would fear 
of the virus make attendance as anemic as 
the year a hurricane chose the same week-
end to hit? Or would a public tired of re-
strictions cram into Spring Hope and really 
risk public health by overcrowding? 

Well, Spring Hope was as lucky as Goldi-
locks and the three bears. I heard Friday 
night’s street dance had a healthy turnout, 
but from what I saw Saturday, Spring 
Hope’s crowd was just about right, neither 
too small nor too large to be fun. It was 
a comfortable crowd, squeezed in places 
but overall, filling downtown while leaving 
plenty of room for people to mingle and 
visit. It was the kind of crowd that a local 
festival should draw, bringing the commu-
nity together without strain.

And we certainly needed it. For southern 
Nash County, coming back to the Pumpkin 
Festival was a joyful return to life as we 
have long known it the first weekend in 
October.

Sure, there was no Pumpkin Queen pag-
eant the weekend before, as a concession 
to public health, but judges and girls did 

meet and a new Pumpkin Queen and Little 
Miss Pumpkin Queen were announced and 
busy during the day, on foot and on their 
floats.

Lines to the food booths were as long as 
usual, but not as bad as some years. Some 
food was more expensive, but there were 
plenty of fair favorites to enjoy. The cotton 
candy and funnel cakes were just as sweet 
and the turkey legs and Polish sausages 
just as hot.

Festival-goers wandered up and down 
the two blocks of crafts and exhibits. Chil-
dren had their faces painted. The bands 
played away as people brought chairs to 
sit and listen. Parents helped their children 
decorate their pumpkins, local cooks com-
peted with their best pumpkin recipes and 
the parade route was reasonably lined for 
the 90-minute annual parade.

The chamber’s hosting of a national 
pumpkin competition, which began last 
year even without the festival, really en-
riched this year’s festival. Giant gourds 
and pumpkins attracted a good amount 
of attention in the First Baptist Church 
parking lot. A decent crowd watched as 
humongous pumpkins, some topping 1,000 
pounds, were mechanically hoisted onto 
the scales.

The festival has always had a pumpkin 
weigh-in, and our own local Danny Vester 
has broken state records with entries 
Cinderella could use. But the national 
competition, which is so appropriate for a 
national pumpkin festival, has added extra 
heft and meaning to Spring Hope’s annual 
weekend. And a more than decent crowd 
observing the weighing seemed to appreci-

COMMENTARY

Health center 
operator in 
line for $1.7 
million
From staff reports 

Carolina Family Health Cen-
ters will receive a combined 
$1.7 million in federal money, 
officials announced last week, 
including a $1 million grant 
for telehealth equipment and 
$706,877 in American Rescue 
Plan funding.

Carolina Family Health Cen-
ters provides affordable pri-
mary care, dental, behavioral 
and pharmaceutical health 
services to patients in Nash, 
Edgecombe and Wilson coun-
ties.

The company operates medi-
cal clinics at 8250 N.C. 58 S. out-
side Elm City in Nash County’s 
Coopers community, 162 N.C. 
33 E. in Tarboro and 303 Green 
St. E. in Wilson, the latter serv-
ing as its headquarters.

A dental clinic for patients in 
all three counties is located at 
8282 N.C. 58 S. in Nash County. 
The site has an Elm City ad-
dress.

FCC GRANT

The Federal Communica-
tions Commission awarded 
$1 million to the health center 
group through its COVID-19 
Telehealth Program, the agency 
said on Sept. 29. Money will be 
used to purchase telehealth de-
vices to support ongoing patient 
monitoring.

Under the same grant pro-
gram, Greenville-based Vidant 
Health System will receive 
$897,000 to buy remote patient 
monitoring equipment. Both 
Vidant and the Carolina Family 
Health Centers serve patients in 
North Carolina’s 1st Congres-
sional District.

“Health care providers were 
quick to adapt to new modes of 
providing care like telehealth, 
but in doing so, shouldered 
a severe economic burden 
in their efforts to serve their 
communities,” U.S. Rep. G.K. 
Butterfield said in a news re-
lease. “I am pleased that the 
FCC is supporting the tele-
health services of the Carolina 
Family Health Centers and 
Vidant Health System. These 
funds will help ensure provid-
ers in eastern North Carolina 
have the necessary technol-
ogy to keep our communities 
healthy.”

The FCC said it approved 
72 applications in the second 
round of its COVID-19 Tele-

Festival photos
See Page 6A for a selection of photos from the 

2021 Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival.

KEN 
RIPLEY

Giant gourds and pumpkins attracted attention in the First Baptist Church parking lot. A crowd 
watched as humongous pumpkins, some topping 1,000 pounds, were mechanically hoisted onto 
the scales. Ken Ripley | Enterprise 

Growers stand with their giant gourds awaiting weigh-in during the 49th annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival on Saturday. Ken Ripley | Enterprise See HEALTH, Page 2ASee FESTIVAL, Page 2A
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Body found in lake  
remains unidentified
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

LAKE NORMAN — 
Over the years, the Lady 
in the Lake has been the 
sorceress who spirits a dy-
ing King Arthur to Avalon 
in Celtic folklore; a 1940s 
Philip Marlowe novel and 
film noir movie; and a new 
true crime book about 
murders in Baltimore, 
Maryland.

But to locals in Sherrills 
Ford, a small town about 
an hour’s drive north of 
Charlotte, the lady in the 

lake is an unknown wom-
an found in Lake Norman 
on July 24, 1997. That’s 
when a boater spotted a 
woman’s body near the 
Catawba-Iredell county 
line in a cove a half-mile 
north of the N.C. 150 
bridge over Lake Norman, 
the state’s largest man-
made lake.

Medical examiners esti-
mate the lady in the lake 
died three to nine days 
prior to being found. Her 
body was in a state of de-
composition and putrefac-
tion. Her cause of death is 
unknown, but her toxicol-
ogy results were negative 
for alcohol and drugs.

Whether washed ashore, 
unearthed in shallow 
graves, stumbled upon in 
the woods, discovered in 
abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads or located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain uniden-
tified in North Carolina. 
This is one of their stories.

The lady in Lake Nor-
man is believed to be of 
American Indian or Asian 
descent. She’s estimated 
to have been 30 to 50 
years old when she died.

She was 5 feet, 3 inches 
tall and weighed around 

80 pounds. She had dark, 
straight hair with some 
gray. Her eye color is 
unknown. Her ears were 
pierced three times. No 
tattoos or obvious scars 
were noted in her autopsy.

The lady in Lake Nor-
man’s dental information 
is available for compari-
son. Teeth 1, 16, 18 and 32 
are missing. Teeth 3, 15 
and 30 have restorations.

Her DNA is available, 
but it’s unclear whether a 
profile has been created 
and entered into law en-
forcement databases. It’s 
unknown whether her fin-
gerprints are on file. Prints 
might be available through 
the N.C. State Bureau of 
Investigation, according to 

information from the Doe 
Network, a volunteer-run 
international clearing-
house for unidentified and 
missing persons.

The woman’s head, 
chest and abdominal X-
rays are available.

No record of the 
woman’s clothes could be 
found. She wore a gold 
chain necklace with pearls 
and a white-striped elastic 
hairband in her hair.

Sgts. Michael Hoyle and 
Joel Fish of the Catawba 
County Sheriff’s Office 
entered an updated sketch 
of the unknown woman 
into national databases in 
2015 and added a photo of 
the necklace in 2017. 

The woman’s case 

number in the National 
Unidentified and Missing 
Persons System is 2818.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the lady in the 
lake can call the Catawba 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
828-465-8345 or email Sgt. 
Joel Fish at jfish@cataw-
bacountync.gov.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series exam-
ining the more than 120 
cases of unidentified hu-
man remains discovered 
in North Carolina. News 
Editor Lindell J. Kay 
produces each install-
ment for The Enterprise 
of Spring Hope and other 
Restoration NewsMedia 
newspapers.

UNIDENTIFIED

This crime scene photo shows a necklace worn by an 
unknown woman whose body was discovered in Lake 
Norman in 1997. Contributed photo

This police sketch depicts the likely appearance of an unknown woman whose body was 
found in Lake Norman in 1997. Contributed photo

ate it. I hope this partnership continues.
I’ve been attending and taking pictures 

at the Pumpkin Festival for 45 years, 
since 1975, and it’s at the point that I’ve 
got lots of memories but totally lost track 
of which year they happened. Another 
sign of age, I suppose.

What made this year’s festival so special 
to me, though, is that its comfortable size 
and relaxed, pleasant atmosphere as I 
chewed on a turkey leg and listened to the 
band reminded me of what normal small-
town life is all about — friends and family, 
mingled neighbors and out-of-town visi-
tors coming together to enjoy a pleasant 
time as one community. We’re celebrat-
ing not only the pumpkin, which is our 
excuse, but each other as people and the 
social and communal ties that bind us.

The national news and too much of 
the internet is ugly, crazy and divisive. 
Partisan politics as practiced in Washing-
ton and too many state capitals may yet 
destroy this country’s democratic experi-

ment.
But the Pumpkin Festival was, and 

is, a reminder that our lives together, 
our bonds as family and neighbors, 
our common concerns we share in our 
little town, the daily care and love we 
demonstrate to those who need it, these 
are the stuff of our reality. These are the 
foundations — and strengths — of our 
world. The Pumpkin Festival is a symbol 
that helped me, at least, recapture some 
perspective.

For at least one weekend, Spring Hope 
and the surrounding area was merry 
with song, dance, good food and big, or-
ange pumpkins. 

Thank you to the town, the Chamber 
of Commerce and all the volunteers who 
made it possible. And thanks to all who 
came and proved, yet again, that Spring 
Hope, North Carolina is still a great 
place to live.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The 
Enterprise’s editor and publisher emeri-
tus. 

continued from page 1A

Festival: Bonds families and neighbors

health Program repre-
senting more than $41 
million in funding com-
mitments. The agency 
also awarded $42 million 
to health care providers 
on Aug. 26. 

The telehealth program 
provides reimbursement 
for telecommunications 
services, information 
services and connected 
devices during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Congress 
authorized $249.5 million 
for Round 2 grants in the 

CARES Act. 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN

Carolina Family Health 
Centers will receive 
$706,877 in American Res-
cue Plan money, Butter-
field’s congressional office 
announced Sept. 28.

The funds are part of 
more than $5.9 million 
appropriated in the pan-
demic response legislation 
that the Health Resources 
and Services Administra-
tion will distribute to eight 
community health centers 

in Butterfield’s district. 
Money is earmarked to 
support “major health 
care construction and ren-
ovation projects,” accord-
ing to a news release.

“Our community health 
centers have been on 
the front lines of this 
pandemic since day one, 
ensuring our hardest-hit 
communities are safe and 
protected,” Butterfield 
said. “Funding community 
health centers makes af-
fordable, cost-effective, 
high quality preventive 
and primary care services 

available to individuals re-
gardless of their insurance 
status or ability to pay.”

Butterfield said the 
money will be used for 
“COVID-19-related capital 
needs, constructing new 
facilities, renovating and 
expanding existing facili-
ties to enhance response 
to pandemics and pur-

chasing new, state-of-the-
art equipment.”

Other 1st Congres-
sional District health 
centers receiving money 
through the program in-
clude the Opportunities 
Industrialization Center in 
Rocky Mount ($602,597) 
and Greene County 
Health Care in Snow Hill 

($917,329) along with cen-
ters in Gatesville, Faison, 
Washington, Ahoskie and 
Roanoke Rapids. 

Nationally, the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration will ad-
minister $1 billion in al-
locations to 1,300 health 
centers, including 34 in 
North Carolina. 

Carolina Family Health Centers operates the Harvest Family Health Center on N.C. 58 in the 
Coopers community north of Elm City. Contributed photo 

Health: $1 billion in allocations to 1,300 health centers, including 34 in NC
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We all win when we argue
In the Eng-

land of the 
early 20th 
century, there 
were no two 
writers more 
dissimilar 
than G.K. 
Chesterton 
and George 

Bernard Shaw.
Chesterton was a conserva-

tive who wrote literary essays, 
a long-running newspaper 
column and the popular Fa-
ther Brown series of detective 
stories. Shaw was a socialist 
whose famous plays include 
“Man and Superman,” “Saint 
Joan” and “Pygmalion,” from 
which the popular musical “My 
Fair Lady” was later adapted.

Chesterton and Shaw 
had few views in common. 
But they were friends and 
occasional collaborators. 
Once they staged a mock 
trial about the murder of the 
Charles Dickens character 
Edwin Drood. Chesterton 
even claimed that, on a lark, 
the two played cowboys to-
gether in a never-released 
silent movie.

Their banter was the stuff 
of legend. It is said Chester-
ton, 6 foot 4 and weighing 
nearly 300 pounds, once 
turned to the skinny Shaw 
and quipped that “to look at 
you, anyone would think a 
famine had struck England.” 

Without missing a beat, Shaw 
replied: “To look at you, anyone 
would think you had caused it.”

I call your attention to Ches-
terton and Shaw not simply 
to encourage you to read their 
works (though you should) 
but to underline that even a 
century ago, good friendships 
between prominent conserva-
tives and progressives were 
so uncommon that they drew 
public attention. Some of 
Chesterton’s friends surely 
thought Shaw’s embrace of 
agnosticism, socialism and eu-

genics made him a poor pros-
pect for friendship. No doubt 
some of Shaw’s allies thought 
the same of Chesterton.

Fortunately for them, 
and for us, the two writers 
shrugged off such criticism. 
To engage someone respect-
fully or even affectionately 
does not require that you 
agree on political issues. 

“The Bible tells us to love 
our neighbors, and also to love 
our enemies,” Chesterton once 
wrote, “probably because they 
are generally the same people.”

In our own work with the 
North Carolina Leadership 
Forum, based at Duke Univer-
sity, my colleagues and I seek 
to apply such practical wis-
dom to the political discourse 
in our own state. We bring 
together some three dozen 
leaders at a time from across 
North Carolina. They differ by 
profession, background, re-
gion and politics. They include 
politicians, government of-
ficials, business and nonprofit 
executives and other civic 
leaders.

Each year, we choose a topic 
about which there is rich dis-
agreement. In the past, we’ve 
discussed poverty and eco-
nomic mobility, energy policy, 
school choice, immigration and 
policy responses to COVID-19. 

For the 2021-22 cohort, 
we’ll be talking about ac-
cess to quality health care in 
North Carolina.

Our goal isn’t consensus. 
We know going in that our 
conservative and progressive 
participants disagree pro-
foundly about key questions 

of health policy, and that they 
aren’t likely to leave at the 
end of the program with a 
comprehensive plan of action.

While some interesting 
and productive agreements 
do occur in our program, we 
focus mostly on issues where 
there remains substantial 
disagreement. What we seek 
to model and promote is con-
structive engagement across 
political difference. 

If your views are different 
from mine, you need not think 
me ignorant, stupid or evil. In 
fact, if you leap to that conclu-
sion, it hurts you more than it 
hurts me. You miss an oppor-
tunity to learn, even to sharpen 
your case for your position.

Our model works. A survey 
of last year’s participants 
found that 94% said they 
better understood the val-
ues, opinions or priorities 
of those with different per-
spectives, and 65% said they 
are now making efforts to 
encourage or facilitate con-
versations between people 
of different parties or ideolo-
gies in their communities.

“Perhaps the principal 
objection to a quarrel,” Ches-
terton wrote, “is that it inter-
rupts an argument.” 

The North Carolina Lead-
ership Forum isn’t trying to 
wish political differences 
away. They’re essentially 
“baked in the cake” of hu-
man experience. They 
reflect fundamental differ-
ences in perspective and 
priorities. 

What we want is for our 
leaders to stop bickering 
so much. Only then can we 
have rich and productive ar-
guments about the future of 
our state and nation.

John Hood is a Carolina Journal 
columnist and author of the 
new novel “Mountain Folk,” a 
historical fantasy set during 
the American revolution.
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Opinion
THOUGHT FOR TODAY

A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children 

(Proverbs 13:22)

PRAYER: Dear Father, place your truth in our hearts through the 

reading of your word so that we may carry your wisdom and comfort 

throughout life. Amen.

IN OUR OPINION

Booze blunders 
hasten ‘last call’ 
for ABC system
N

orth Carolina’s obsolete alcohol sales bureaucracy was 
dealt tandem blows last month as its chairman resigned in 
frustration and a federal judge scrutinized its censorship 

under a First Amendment microscope.
N.C. Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission Chairman A.D. 

“Zander” Guy called it quits on Sept. 17, citing stress over a 
vendor’s distribution problems and continued complications 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

“When you can’t sleep at night and you’re worrying about 
things that you can’t control, it’s time to readjust,” Guy told The 
Associated Press, adding later: “I’m done.”

The state buys liquor in bulk and warehouses it for distribu-
tion to ABC stores operated by county and city-level govern-
ment boards, but a private company handles the logistics. 
Warehouse operator LB&B Associates began using an electron-
ic inventory system when its new contract took effect in July.

The company’s work since then “has not met expectations or 
the level of service that the ABC customers deserve,” ABC Com-
mission spokesman Jeff Strickland told the AP.

Some county ABC boards told Charlotte television station 
WBTV that the warehouse has missed weekly shipments or de-
livered far less liquor than needed to maintain retail sales and 
wholesale purchases from bars and restaurants.

Guy tendered his resignation to Gov. Roy Cooper, who took 
some heat for appointing the former Surf City mayor to the 
post in 2017. Guy was convicted of insurance fraud, though 
then-Gov. Jim Martin commuted his sentence in 1990 and later 
pardoned him.

Unlike liquor, which can only be sold through the ABC mo-
nopoly, North Carolina allows private sales of beer and wine. 
But as the agency that licenses and regulates those sales, the 
ABC Commission still manages to meddle.

A byzantine state law requires it to approve product labels, 
but it’s not protecting beer and wine consumers from false ad-
vertising or even the unlikely possibility of paper cuts. Instead, 
current commission rules establish the three-member appoint-
ed body as equal parts art critic and censor.

The ABC Commission rejected a label for Flying Dog Brew-
ery’s Freezin’ Season winter ale, presumably because the art-
work by Ralph Steadman — the illustrator best known for his 
collaborations with “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas” author 
Hunter S. Thompson — was too risqué for this triad of squares.

From a side view, the label shows a naked man warming him-
self by a campfire in a landscape of snow and ice. Steadman’s 
drawing isn’t explicit, and Freezin’ Season already received fed-
eral regulators’ approval. Yet North Carolina said no, blocking 
the brew from appearing on store shelves.

Fortunately for craft beer enthusiasts — and unfortunately 
for ABC busybodies — Flying Dog CEO Jim Caruso is a re-
nowned free speech advocate who’s fought beer label battles 
in other states and won. So the Frederick, Maryland, brewery 
sued in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina.

Before the case could be argued, the ABC Commission re-
versed itself and approved Freezin’ Season, implicitly admitting 
that its rule against label designs the panel deems “undignified, 
immodest or in bad taste” wouldn’t survive legal scrutiny.

The state then moved to dismiss Flying Dog’s complaint as 
moot. Not so fast, said U.S. District Judge Terrence Boyle, who 
heard oral arguments on the motion to dismiss and reportedly 
held a deputy attorney general’s feet to the fire on the ABC 
Commission’s sudden change of heart.

Kudos to Caruso and his attorneys, noted First Amendment 
litigators Marc Randazza and T. Greg Doucette and North Caro-
lina “beer law guru” Michael Boyer for standing up to these 
censorious bullies. North Carolina’s nebulous labeling restric-
tions don’t have a prayer of passing legal muster.

Before the pandemic, state legislators debated dissolving 
the ABC system as we know it and allowing private sales. An 
alliance of restrictionists and beneficiaries of the regime’s po-
litical patronage won out, but the Prohibition-era law limiting 
liquor sales to a state-run monopoly is on borrowed time.

The premise that bureaucrats are inherently more responsible 
than shopkeepers when it comes to overseeing liquor sales 
remains suspect. While ABC boards may have enough clout to 
delay reform, “last call” is coming.

Supply shortages at the state warehouse and censorship in 
the product review room only weaken ABC advocates’ already 
shaky arguments for preserving the status quo.

Where will we get our reward? 
In the course 

of writing my 
most recent 
book, I remem-
bered Matthew 
chapter 6, vers-
es 1-4. 

It says: “Take 
heed that you 
do not do your 

charitable deeds before 
men, to be seen by them. 
Otherwise you have no re-
ward from your Father in 
heaven. Therefore, when 
you do a charitable deed, do 
not sound a trumpet before 
you as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have 
glory from men. Assuredly, 
I say to you, they have their 
reward. But when you do a 
charitable deed, do not let 
your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 

that your charitable deed 
may be in secret; and your 
Father who sees you in se-
cret will Himself reward you 
openly.”

Does that mean if I ever get 
a Christian book published, 
I should publish it under a 
fake name? I’ll pray about 
it and ask other Christians 
what they think.

As I think about these 
scriptures, I remember the 
many times I have seen lists 
of people who have donated 
to causes. The lists might be 
in a location such as a bulle-
tin or a program or even on a 
plaque. Occasionally, I have 
seen a donor listed as “anon-
ymous.” Is that the right way 
we should give a charitable 
donation?

We all have seen examples 
of people given public credit 
for something donated, 

even to a church cause. In 
the small country church I 
grew up in, people donated 
money to buy pews. At the 
end of each given pew a little 
plaque was placed, saying 
“this pew was given by….” 

The rather funny thing 
was the giving church mem-
bers always sat in the pew 
with their names attached, 
as if to say “this is my fam-
ily’s pew.” 

Some older churches did 
have family pews. For ex-
ample, my family sat in the 
George-Washington family 
pew when we attended Bru-
ton Parish Church in Wil-
liamsburg. But really?

If you don’t like this col-
umn, then remember, it was 
written by “anonymous.”

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 
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Lucas to 
join state 
pest control 
panel 
From staff reports 

Gov. Roy Cooper 
has appointed Shawn 
Dwight Lucas of Bailey 
to the N.C. Structural 
Pest Control Commit-
tee, the governor’s office 
announced in a Friday 
news release.

Lucas is the town of 
Nashville’s planner and 
code enforcement officer 
and is an elected member 
of the Nash County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District Board of Supervi-
sors. He is a member of 
the Greater Wilson Rotary 
Club and Nash-Rocky 
Mount Rotary Club.

The Structural Pest 
Control Committee is a 
nine-member body that 
sets licensing, safety and 
recordkeeping rules for 
the pest control industry 
in North Carolina. 

A state law establishing 
the committee allocates 
appointments to the 
governor, the General As-
sembly, the state health 
and human services sec-
retary, the state agricul-
ture commissioner and 
the N.C. State University 
School of Agriculture 
dean.

The governor receives 
three committee appoint-
ments — two members 
actively engaged in the 
structural pest control 
industry and licensed 
in at least two phases of 
structural pest control 
and one member who is 
unaffiliated with the pest 
control industry or the 
state agencies associated 
with it.

Lucas was appointed as 
a member of the public 
who qualifies for the latter 
seat and will serve a four-
year term on the commit-
tee. 

Red Cross: Blood supply falls to 6-year low 
For The Enterprise 

The American Red Cross is ex-
periencing an emergency blood 
and platelet shortage and must 
collect 10,000 additional blood 
products each week over the 
next month for the blood supply 
to recover and meet hospital and 
patient needs. 

Donors of all blood types — es-
pecially type O — and and plate-
let donors are urged to make an 
appointment to give in order to 
help the Red Cross overcome the 
shortage.

Blood donor turnout has 
reached the lowest levels of the 
year, as many delayed giving 
amid a return to the workplace 
and in-person learning as well 
as a recent surge in COVID-19 
cases across the country due to 
the delta variant. 

As coronavirus cases spiked in 
August, blood donor participa-
tion decreased about 10%, but 
blood product distributions to 
hospitals have remained strong, 
significantly outpacing blood do-

nations in recent weeks.  
The national Red Cross blood 

inventory is the lowest it’s been 
at this time of year since 2015, 
with less than a day’s supply 
of certain blood types in recent 
weeks. The supply of types O 
positive and O negative blood, 
the types hospitals most often 
need, dropped to less than a half-
day supply at times over the last 
month — well below the ideal 
five-day supply. 

“Fall is typically a time when 
the blood supply rebounds as 
donors are more available to give 
than during the busy summer 
months, but this year has pre-
sented a unique and serious chal-
lenge,” said Dr. Pampee Young, 
chief medical officer for the Red 
Cross. “While it’s clear the pan-
demic continues to weigh heavily 
on our minds, the Red Cross asks 
the public to remember donating 
blood and platelets is essential 
to the many patients that rely 
on lifesaving transfusions every 
day.”

To make an appointment to 

give blood or platelets, use the 
Red Cross Blood Donor app, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Blood drives are scheduled at 
the following locations: 

SPRING HOPE

• Oct. 14 — 2-7 p.m., Spring 
Hope Community Building, 104 
Community St. 

NASHVILLE

• Oct. 12 — 2:30-7 p.m., Nash-
ville Baptist Church, 512 E. 
Washington St.

MOMEYER

• Oct. 12 — 2:30-7 p.m., Mo-
meyer Baptist Church, 4967 Mo-
meyer Way (Nashville address).

RED OAK

• Oct. 6 — 2:30-7 p.m., Red 
Oak Volunteer Fire Department, 
7951 Red Oak Blvd.

ROCKY MOUNT

• Oct. 11 — 3-7 p.m., First Bap-
tist Church of Rocky Mount, 200 
S. Church St.

• Oct. 14 — 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., Nash Community College 
continuing education building, 
522 N. Old Carriage Road.

SIMS

• Oct. 11 — 2-6 p.m., Sims 
United Methodist Church, 6601 
Wall St. 

WILSON

• Oct. 6 — 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Wilson Community College, 902 
Herring Ave.

• Oct. 7 — 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church, 
1100 Forest Hills Road NW.

• Oct. 8 — 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Fike High School, 500 Harrison 
Drive.

• Oct. 9 — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
West Nash United Methodist 
Church, 2200 Nash St. N.

Southern Nash towns get nearly 
$80,000 for road improvements
From staff reports

Towns in southern Nash 
County are receiving 
nearly $80,000 this fiscal 
year from the state for im-
provements to non-state-
maintained roads.

The money is part of 
$143 million in Powell Bill 
funds distributed to 509 
municipalities throughout 
the state, according to 
information provided by 
Jamie Kritzer, a public 
information officer with 
the N.C. Department of 
Transportation.

“Powell Bill funding 
makes many critical 
transportation improve-
ments possible for 
communities from the 

mountains to the coast,” 
said N.C. Transportation 
Secretary Eric Boyette. 
“Municipalities can use 
these funds on a variety of 
projects that make North 
Carolina an even better 
place to live and work.”

The amount each 
municipality receives is 
based on a formula set by 
the N.C. General Assem-
bly, with 75% of the funds 
based on population and 
25% based on the num-
ber of locally maintained 
street miles. The initial 
allocation, or half the to-
tal, has been issued. The 
other half will be paid by 
Jan. 1.

Bailey, which has a 

population of 568 with 4 
miles of non-state-main-
tained roads, will receive 
$16,435.98 with $8,217.99 
paid in October and the 
same amount issued by 
January.

Middlesex, which has a 
population of 913 with 6 
miles of non-state-main-
tained roads, will receive 
$26,078.78 this fiscal year, 
$13,039.39 in October 
and the same amount by 
January.

Spring Hope, which has 
a population of 1,310 with 
nearly 9 miles of non-
state-maintained roads, 
will receive $36,846.45 
this fiscal year, $18,423.23 
in October and the same 

amount in January.
The Powell Bill funds 

are used primarily to re-
surface municipal streets 
but can also be used to 
maintain, repair, con-
struct or widen streets, 
bridges and drainage 
areas. Municipalities can 
also use Powell Bill funds 
to plan, construct and 
maintain bike paths, gre-
enways or sidewalks.

The fund is named 
for Junius K. Powell, 
a former state senator 
and mayor of Whiteville. 
Powell was the primary 
sponsor of the 1951 bill 
that helped the state’s cit-
ies with urban road prob-
lems. The first allocation 
of Powell Bill funds was 
for $4.5 million and was 
distributed to 386 cities 
and towns.

The fund is named for Junius K. Powell, 

a former state senator and mayor of 

Whiteville. Powell was the primary 

sponsor of the 1951 bill that helped the 

state’s cities with urban road problems.
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Candidate forum is Thursday 

SPRING HOPE — The Enterprise is 
set to host a forum for the town’s nine 
candidates in this year’s municipal 
election. The question-and-answer ses-
sion is scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 7, at the Spring Hope Community 
Building, 104 Community St.

Each candidate for the mayor’s chair 
and Board of Commissioners seats 
have tentatively agreed to attend. Can-
didates can designate a surrogate to 
speak on their behalf if a schedule con-
flict prevents their participation.

Newcomer Kyle Pritchard and Pru-
dence Wilkins, a sitting town commis-
sioner, face each other for mayor.

Seven candidates are running for three 
open seats on the town board. Incum-
bents Brent Cone, Drew Griffin and Ricky 
Tucker will compete with newcomers 
Dap Dunston, Jason Himmelright, Tony 
Jefferys and Eric Gainey to serve as com-
missioners in the Nov. 2 election.

Sharpsburg board calls 
special meeting 

SHARPSBURG — Town commission-
ers will hold a special called meeting at 
10 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 12, in the Town 
Hall boardroom at 110 W. Railroad St.

The Sharpsburg Board of Commis-
sioners has scheduled a public hear-
ing on the town’s application for 2021 
Community Development Block Grant 
neighborhood revitalization funding. 
Commissioners will also hold a work-
shop session to discuss the budget pro-

cess for Sharpsburg’s share of Ameri-
can Rescue Plan money.

Town officials canceled Sharpsburg’s 
regular monthly meeting for October, 
which had previously been scheduled 
for Tuesday, Oct. 5.

Meetings are open to the public. For 
more information, call Town Clerk Tra-
cy Sullivan at 252-446-9441, ext. 3.

Meal program seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Senior 
Services is seeking volunteers for the 
agency’s home-delivered meal program 
in Spring Hope, Bailey and the West 
Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nutritious 
lunchtime meal for seniors on 10 routes 
within Nash County. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and underlying medical condi-
tions, several volunteers have been unable 
to participate. Organizers are seeking 
adults without chronic health condi-
tions and COVID-19 risk factors who are 
available from 9:30-11 a.m. at least one 
weekday each week to deliver meals. De-
pending on the route, meal deliveries take 
roughly half an hour to an hour.

Prospective volunteers or people with 
questions can call Senior Services Co-
ordinator Wendy Perry at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings are pub-
lished as a public service of The Enter-
prise. The submission deadline is 5 p.m. 
Sunday for each Wednesday’s edition. 
Email listings to cfriedman@wilson-
times.com with “Community Calendar” 
in the subject line.

Country Doctor 
Museum to offer vaccine 
clinic, health screenings 
For The Enterprise 

BAILEY — East Caro-
lina University’s Mobile 
Health Screening Van is 
making a house call to the 
Country Doctor Museum.

The museum will host 
the van from 2:30-7 p.m. 
on Oct. 13. Health care 
providers will be on hand 
to administer free health 
screenings for heart, 
kidney and diabetes risk 
factors.

COVID-19 vaccines will 
also be available free of 
charge.

The museum will offer 
free guided tours during 
the event. No appointment 
or advance registration is 
required.

Representatives from 
the Nash County Health 
Department will be avail-
able to inform guests 
about the agency’s ser-
vices and local health re-
sources.

Made possible through 
CARES Act funding, the 
Mobile Health Screening 
Van is part of ECU’s ef-
fort to bring health care to 
people in rural communi-
ties who may have more 
difficulty accessing the 
care, resources and infor-
mation they need to live a 
healthy life. 

Results from screen-

ing tests will be available 
within 15 minutes, and 
health care providers will 
be able to discuss results 
and potential risk factors 
with each patient on site. 
Screening tests include 
body mass to assess for 
obesity, A1c for diabetes, 
lipids for cardiovascular 
health and urine protein 
and creatine for kidney 
disease.

As part of their visit, 
guests may take a free 
guided tour of the Coun-
try Doctor Museum. The 
museum tells the stories of 
country doctors who pro-
vided care to rural families 
and communities during 
the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Exhibits about 

nursing, pharmacy, home 
health and transportation 
are included in the tour. 

Established in 1967 as 
one of the first museums 
in the country dedicated to 
the history of rural medi-
cine, the Country Doctor 
Museum was donated to 
the Medical & Health Sci-
ences Foundation of East 
Carolina in 2003. 

The Country Doctor 
Museum is now managed 
as part of the ECU Laupus 
Health Sciences Library’s 
Collections and Historical 
Services Department and 
is located at 7089 Peele 
Road in Bailey.

For more information, 
call the museum at 252-
235-4165.

The Country Doctor Museum in Bailey will host East 
Carolina University’s Mobile Health Screening Van on Oct. 
13. Providers will offer free health screenings for heart, 
kidney and diabetes risk factors, as well as free COVID-19 
vaccines. Contributed photo 

Work on Nashville Junction underway
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Construction of a 
downtown mixed-use development is 
officially underway after a ceremonial 
groundbreaking last week.

Developer Michael Hurt invited the 
public to celebrate the start of construc-
tion on the development Friday. 

Once completed, the Nashville Junction 
will include a campus complete with resi-
dential, retail, restaurant and commercial 
spaces; a public park and event pavilion; 
and the future Nashville Farmers Market.

The public-private partnership will 
make use of the old Nashville Building 
Co. facility at 723 S. Barnes St.

Hurt recently agreed to spend $1.2 mil-
lion to refurbish the 20,000-square-foot 
structure and construct a dozen suites, 
leasing them to retailers and other busi-
nesses, and outfit two buildings as a 
farmers market.

The town will then lease land from 
Hurt and spend $275,000 to build a 

125-space asphalt and concrete parking 
lot, a pavilion for the performing arts 
and other activities and a grass audience 
area, which will belong to the town, with 
developers able to use it when town-
sponsored activities aren’t scheduled.

The project is expected to be complete 
in late 2022.

Nash’s longtime emergency 
services director retires
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — After 
nearly four decades on the 
job, Nash County’s emer-
gency services director 
has retired.

Brian Brantley, who 
served Nash County for 36 
years, stepped down qui-
etly last week. The county 
made the announcement 
on social media.

Brantley remains a 
member of the Spring 

Hope Planning Board. 
“Thank you for your 

leadership, 
mentoring 
and the ethi-
cal values you 
have instilled 
in your em-
ployees,” a 
Nash County 
government 

Facebook post reads. 
The Nash County Sher-

iff’s Office congratulated 
Brantley on his long ser-

vice and retirement. 
“Brian and his family 

have been involved in 
public safety for several 
decades in Nash County 
and have had a tremen-
dous impact in its prog-
ress,” said Brandon Me-
dina, public information 
officer for the sheriff’s 
office.

Brantley didn’t return 
messages seeking com-
ment in time for this 
story. 

This artist rendering shows the Nashville 
Junction, a planned public-private 
partnership to build homes, restaurants, 
commercial spaces, an amphitheater and 
a farmers market in downtown Nashville. 
Contributed photo 

Brantley



Pumpkin Festival fun
SPRING HOPE — The 

49th annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival 
saw thousands of people 
descend on the small town 
Friday and Saturday for 
fun, music, the traditional 
parade and a giant gourd-
weighing contest.

The 2021-22 pumpkin 
queens are Miss Pump-
kin Queen Rachel Perry 
and Little Miss Pumpkin 
Queen Avery Bissette.

After a break in 2020 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the festival at-
tracted a large crowd of 
folks looking to get out 
and do something, accord-
ing to organizers.
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Blacksmith Amos Tucker makes trinkets for Scavengers 
Antiques and Collectibles customers during the 49th annual 
Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. Tucker won the 
2013 Vollis Simpson Whirligig Contest in Wilson.  
Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Just moments before Deputy Elizabeth Cahoon goes into the water, Sgt. Stan Ricks lets 
4-year-old Kayla Baker toss her last ball closer to the dunking booth Saturday at the 49th 
annual Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. Deputies raised money for Special Olympics 
North Carolina. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Raleigh-based band Sleeping Booty performed Friday 
night for the street dance at the 49th annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise 

The 2021-22 pumpkin queens are Miss Pumpkin Queen 
Rachel Perry and Little Miss Pumpkin Queen Avery Bissette. 
Contributed photo

Newly crowned Pumpkin Queen Avery Bissette and members of her court ride a float in the 49th annual 
Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival parade on Saturday. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Amy Bryant, a Sunset Slush franchise owner, prepares a 
cool treat Saturday during the 49th annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Nash County Sheriff Keith Stone tosses out candy during 
Saturday’s parade at the 49th annual Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Muddy the Mudcat entertains the crowd gathered for Saturday’s parade 
during the 49th annual Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival.  
Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Spring Hope Mayor Buddy Gwaltney tosses candy to eager 
children during the parade at the 49th annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

The band Heads Up Penny performs a rousing rendition of 
Alan Jackson’s “Chattahoochee” during the 49th annual 
Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. The six-member 
band is based in Raleigh. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Candidate Forum

Spring Hope Municipal Election
Mayoral Candidates

Kyle Pritchard and Prudence Wilkins

Board of Commissioners Candidates
Brent Cone, Drew Griffin, Ricky Tucker, Dap Dunston, 

Jason Himmelright, Tony Jeffreys and Eric Gainey

Thursday, October 7
6 p.m.

Spring Hope Community Building, 104 Community Street
Virtual options: SpringHopeEnterpise.com and Facebook Live

presented by



Youth recreation soccer scores announced 
For The Enterprise 

Nash County Recreation & Senior Services has an-

nounced soccer scores for games played Sept. 18-25. 

Sept. 18
BOYS AGES 5-6
Thunderbolts 5, Wolverines 1
• Thunderbolts: London Moore 3, 

Jackson Marks 1, Thomas Marks 1.
• Wolverines: Liam Bass 1.
George’s BBQ Sauce 4, Kicking 

Dinos 3
• George’s BBQ Sauce: Colton Fer-

rell 1, Andrew Marshall 1.
• Kicking Dinos: Karter Clark 2, 

Andrew Creech 1.
Premier Equipment 6, C&C Indus-

trial Inc. 2
• Premier Equipment: Hudson 

Gri!n 3, Brendin Clark 2.
• C&C Industrial Inc: Eason Holly 

2, Haven Bartholomew 1.

GIRLS AGES 5-6
Girl Talk 6, Dolphins 0
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 3, Maddox 

Taylor 2, Margaret Pardo 1.
Wildcats 3, Lady Wolves 1
• Wildcats: Addyson Costa 2, Au-

bri Macklin 1.
• Lady Wolves: Alaina Gonzales 1.
Crush 5, Rockstars 2
• Crush: Shelby Faile 5.
• Rockstars: Hazel Brown 1, Lila 

Murray 1.
BOYS AGES 7-8
Jaguars 8, Wolves 3
• Wolves: Payton Belk 2, Ryan 

Deringer 1
• Jaguars: Kayden Howard 3, Ron-

aldo Morales 3, Edwards Hedgepeth 
Jr. 1, Noah Rogers 1.

Hawks 5, Raptors 5
• Hawks: Joshua Minchew 2, Ja-

cob Wachowicz 2, Rober Milton 1.
• Raptors: Landon Williams 3, Isa-

iah Gonzales 2.
Mean Machine 5, Rocky Mount 

Farm Bureau 3
• Mean Machine: Bradley Alvarez 

3, Cole Melton 2.
• Rocky Mount Farm Bureau: Jus-

tin Boone 2, Carter Jones 1.

GIRLS AGES 7-8
Rockstars 3, Unicorns 1
• Rockstars: Nia Leonard 3.
• Unicorns: Destiny Baker 1.
RO Shark Shooters 4, Swimworld 

Pools & Spas 1
• RO Shark Shooters: Emerson 

McKeel 2, Brooklyn Gibson 1, Chan-
dler Woodcock 1.

• Swimworld Pools & Spas: 
Monica Kibbe 1.

Top Notch Lawn Care 5, Lil Bits 0
• Top Notch Lawn Care: Poppy 

Taylor 3, Emery Foster 1, Miriam 
Lang 1.

BOYS AGES 9-10
Bulldogs 8, Falcons 3.
• Bulldogs: Zyon Howard 4, Ayden 

Bartholomew 2, Saif Hasan 2.
Falcons: Rafeal Flores 2, Collin 

Dew 1.
Lil Firebirds 8, Wires Inc. 2
• Lil Firebirds: Zachary Burgess 4, 

Anthony Hernandez-Ortiz 4.
• Wires Inc: Benjamin Whitehead 2.
GIRLS AGES 9-10
Eagles 6, Swimworld Pools & 

Spas 1
• Eagles: Brooklyn Rice 3, Emily 

Eatman 1, Jayda Leonard 1, Alyson 
Melton 1.

• Swimworld Pools & Spas: Re-
bekah Kibbe 1.

Slime Queens 8, Cherry Bomb-
ers 0

• Slime Queens: Lucy McGhee 3, 
Carla Evans 2, Lilien Lewis 2, Ava 
Holloman 1.

BOYS AGES 11-13
CR Media Solutions 9, Sunset 

Slush Classic Italian Ice 2
• CR Media Solutions: Nathan 

Bridgers 2, Jeremiah Horton 2, San-
tiago Vargas-Ugarte 2, Mason Coley 
1, Jasper Rice 1, J’Lin Terrell 1.

• Sunset Slush Classic Italian Ice: 
Isaac Faile 2.

COED AGES 14-16
Cali Designs Food Truck Building 

& Repairs 7, Hawks 3
• Cali Designs Food Truck Building 

& Repairs: Mario Arredondo 2, Grif-
fin Reed 2, Victor Vargas 2, Joshua 
Dominguez 1.

• Hawks: Cole Jones 2, Anthony 
Robbins 1.

Sept. 21
GIRLS AGES 5-6
Crush 6, Dolphins 0
• Crush: Shelby Faile 3, Piper 

Hagans 2, Willow Leonard 1.
Girl Talk 1, Williams Farm Bureau 0
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 1.
BOYS AGES 7-8
Rocky Mount Farm Bureau 5, 

Mean Machine 4
• Rocky Mount Farm Bureau: An-

drew Lucas 5.
• Mean Machine: Kyle Trull 2, 

Bradley Alvarez 1, Cole Melton 1.

Jaguars 6, Wolves 1
• Jaguars: Edward Hedgepeth Jr. 

1, Kayden Howard 1, Ronaldo Mo-
rales 1, Alex Moss 1, Noah Rogers 1, 
Anand Verma 1.

• Wolves: Kevin Mosso 1.

BOYS AGES 9-10
Bulldogs 8, Wires Inc. 0
• Bulldogs: Zyon Howard 3, Saif 

Hasan 2, Camden Laird 1, Kadin 
Pendergrass 1, Ryan Turner 1.

Falcons 6, Lil Firebirds 1
• Falcons: Rafeal Flores 4, Emer-

son Bishop 1, Corbin Clark 1.
• Lil Firebirds: Avery Tabares 1.
BOYS AGES 11-13
CR Media Solutions 3, Sunset 

Slush Classic Italian Ice 0
• CR Media Solutions: Nathan 

Bridgers 2, Santiago Vargas-Ugarte 1.
GIRLS AGES 11-14
Eagles 3, Avengers 1
• Eagles: Ana Maria Alonso-

Salgado 1, Charish Fields 1, Jennifer 
Flores 1

• Avengers: Cali Roundtree 1

Sept. 23
BOYS AGES 5-6
Thunderbolts 5, Kicking Dinos 0
• Thunderbolts: London Moore 2, 

Aiden Tabares 2, Thomas Marks 1.
Premier Equipment 4, George’s 

BBQ Sauce 0
• Premier Equipment: Brendin 

Clark 3, Weston Woodside 1.
C&C Industrial Inc 6, Wolverines 5.
• C&C Industrial Inc: Haven 

Bartholomew 4, Lane Brannan 1, 
Emanuel 1.

• Wolverines: Liam Bass 3, Jesse 
Bunch 2.

GIRLS AGES 5-6
Crush 3, Wildcats 0 
• Crush: Shelby Faile 2, Piper 

Hagans 1.
Williams Farm Bureau 6, Rock-

stars 0
• Williams Farm Bureau: Bree Rice 

3, Layton Efird 1, Hannah Hasty 1, 
Rylee Pittman 1.

Girl Talk 6, Lady Wolves 0
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 4, Mad-

dox Taylor 2.
BOYS AGES 7-8
Mean Machine 5, Raptors 0
• Mean Machine: Bradley Alva-

rez 2, Cole Melton 2, Tyler James 
Worsley 1.

Rocky Mount Farm Bureau 7, 
Wolves 5

• Rocky Mount Farm Bureau: 
Andrew Lucas 5, Bentley Bales 1, 
Justin Boone 1.

• Wolves: Payton Belk 5.

GIRLS AGES 7-8
Jaguars 5, Hawks 0
• Jaguars: Ronaldo Morales 3, 

Kayden Howard 2. 
Swimworld Pools & Spas 5, Uni-

corns 0
• Swimworld Pools & Spas: Anna 

Beth Morgan 3, Jaymee Davis 1, 
Monica Kibbe 1.

RO Shark Shooters 8, Lil Bits 2 
• RO Shark Shooters: Emerson 

McKeel 3, Brooklyn Gibson 2, Sa-
mantha Joyner 1, Ellie McKeel 1, 
Chandler Woodcock 1.

• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 2
Top Notch Lawn Care 4, Rockstars 2 
• Top Notch Lawn Care: Mira 

Warnsby 2, Emery Foster 1, Poppy 
Taylor 1.

• Rockstars: Na Leonard 2.

BOYS AGES 9-10
Falcons 7, Wires Inc. 1
• Falcons: Collin Dew 2, Rafeal 

Flores 2, Hayden Rose 2, Hayden 
Benson 1.

• Wires Inc: Carter Hager 1.
Bulldogs 7, Lil Firebirds 2
• Bulldogs: Zyon Howard 5, Ayden 

Bartholomew 1, Saif Hasan 1.
• Lil Firebirds: Zachary Burgess 2
GIRLS AGES 9-10
Eagles 11, Cherry Bombers 1
• Eagles: Brooklyn Rice 3, Brianna 

Leon 2, Heyri Alonso 1, Adeline 
Batchelor 1, Emily Eatman 1, Lydia 
Edgerton 1, Jayda Leonard 1, Alyson 
Melton 1.

• Cherry Bombers: Charlotte 
Burns 1

Swimworld Pools & Spas 3, Slime 
Queens 2

• Swimworld Pools & Spas: Clara 
Bunch 1, Rebekah Kibbe 1, Jolene 
Martinez 1.

• Slime Queens: Lucy McGhee 2.

BOYS AGES 11-13
CR Media Solutions 6, Hawks 5
• CR Media Solutions: Nathan 

Bridgers 3, J’Lin Terrell 2, Jeremiah 
Horton 1.

• Hawks: Logan Credle 2, Derrick 
High 2, Joshua Lucas 1.

GIRLS AGES 11-14
Eagles 5, Hornets 0
• Eagles: Ana Maria Alonso-Salga-

do 2, Jennifer Flores 1, Isaura Lopez 
1, Emilyn Lopez Jimenez 1.

Hornets 1, Avengers 0
• Hornets: Scorer not listed. 
COED AGES 14-16
Alonso 4, Cali Designs Food Truck 

Building & Repairs 4
• Alonso: Junior Ramirez 4, Justin 

Salgado 1.
• Cali Designs Food Truck Building 

& Repairs: Gri!n Reed 2, Mario Ar-

redondo 1, Joshua Dominguez 1.
Eagles 8, Hawks 7 
• Eagles: Adan Flores 2, Ellory 

Jackson 2, Justin Salgado 2, Wyatt 

Earp 2.
• Hawks: Cole Jones 3, Riley 

Bunch 2, Samuel Baker 1, Landen 
Holloman 1.

Sports The Enterprise
www.springhopeenterprise.com
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STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

D
aryl Tay-
bron plays 
football for 

Southern Nash High 
School and is The 
Enterprise’s Far-
ris & Thomas Law 
Attorneys Student-
Athlete of the Week.

Taybron plays 
cornerback for the 
varsity Firebirds. He 
also plays basketball 
and runs track.

During an April 
contest with Rocky 
Mount that South-
ern Nash would go 
on to lose 28-26, 
Taybron hauled in a 
third-quarter inter-
ception to put his 
Firebirds in the best 
position to score. In 
a March matchup 
with Hunt, Taybron 
returned a kickoff 

70 yards to the end 
zone.

In track and field, 
Taybron notched 
a fifth-place finish 
for the Firebirds 
during a June meet 
at Franklinton 
High. 

A 17-year-old senior, 
Taybron plans to 
attend a four-year 
university after 
graduating high 
school.

Daryl Taybron

Firebirds exert Big East dominance 
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Southern Nash 
gained ground on the rest of the 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference boys soccer field 
with a 4-2 victory at Nash Central on 
Thursday, coupled with Franklinton’s 1-0 
loss at Rocky Mount.

The team’s eighth straight win, with all 
victories coming against conference op-
position, left the Firebirds 13-2-1 overall 
and 8-0 in the Big East, two games ahead 
of the Red Rams (13-2, 6-2). Northern 
Nash fell to 1-8 and 1-6, respectively.

Seniors Jared Gonzalez scored a pair 
of goals while classmate Raul Nunez 
furnished a goal and an assist. Another 
senior, Ramiro Rangel, netted the fourth 
goal. Mason Wells, Jonathan Robles and 
Frank Gonzalez each was credited with 
an assist.

Alex Benitez stopped four Knights 
shots in goal.

The Firebirds were scheduled to host 
Roanoke Rapids (6-3, 3-3) on Monday. 
Game time was set to start after this edi-
tion of The Enterprise went to press. 

Ladybirds 3rd in Big East meet

ROANOKE RAPIDS — Southern 
Nash finished third in the girls race at 
the fourth 2-A/3-A Big East Conference 
cross-country meet of the season, held 
Sept. 29 at Roanoke Rapids High. Lead-
ing Ladybirds finishers were Jadiza 
Jimenez, Dahlia Romero, Grayson 
Deans, Miriam Salazar and Jessica Gar-
cia.

The Firebirds were fifth in the boys 
team points, but just two points behind 
the third-place team. Leading finishers 
were Eric Braxton, Treon Baker, Bryson 
Rackley, Owen Ordess and Andrew 
Thompson.

Personal record times were turned in 
for Dahlia Romero, Mauricio Romero, 
Grayson Deans and Jennifer Garcia.

Southern Nash closing 
in on Big East crown

BUNN —  Led by senior Samantha 
Puckett’s medalist round of 49, the 

Southern Nash girls golf team fired a 160 
to win the 2-A/3-A Big East Conference 
match at The River Golf Club on Sept. 
29.

Mackenzie Gamble shot a 50 and se-
nior Caroline Thornton carded a 61 for 
the Ladybirds in their 24-stroke win over 
runner-up Franklinton. Northern Nash 
was third with 194, followed by Bunn 
with 206 in the team scores.

Southern Nash can clinch the confer-
ence title next week with a nine-hole 
match Monday at Northgreen Country 
Club and the 18-hole conference champi-
onship back at The River on Wednesday.

Firebirds’ streak grows to 7

ROCKY MOUNT — Five players each 
scored a goal as Southern Nash pushed 
its winning streak to seven games with 
a 5-0 conquest of host Nash Central in 
2-A/3-A Big East Conference varsity boys 
soccer action on Sept. 29. 

The 3-A Firebirds, who improved to 
12-2 overall, remained atop the Big East 
with a 7-0 mark while the 2-A Bulldogs 
dropped to 1-7 and 1-6, respectively.

Jared Gonzalez and Raul Nunez each 
had a goal and an assist while Samuel 
Wheaton, Wilfran Sanchez and Jonny 
Robles each scored a goal. Ramiro Ran-
gel, Frank Gonzalez and Izzy Leon each 
passed out an assist.

Alex Benitez made four saves in goal.

Ladybirds blank Bunn

BUNN — Southern Nash won for the 
sixth time in eight 2-A/3-A Big East Con-
ference girls tennis matches with a 9-0 
conquest of host Bunn on Sept. 28.

Victorious in both singles and doubles 
for the Ladybirds were Hannah Mennig, 
Amber Patterson, Anna Brooks Murray, 
Maura Kennedy, Dari’elle Whitley and 
Mackenzie Kennedy.

Firebirds seize control 
of Big East

FRANKLINTON — With three goals 
in the first half, Southern Nash ran past 
host Franklinton 4-1 in a battle for first 
place in the 2-A/3-A Big East Conference 
boys soccer race Sept. 27.

Raul Nunez scored two goals and 
made an assist while Jared Gonzalez also 
knocked in a pair of goals. Mason Wells, 
Frank Gonzalez and Gee Juarez had as-
sists for the Firebirds, who advanced to 
6-0 in Big East matches. Southern Nash, 
which improved to 11-2-1 overall, hasn’t 
lost since dropping its first two games of 
the season.

It was the first loss in 12 games for the 
Red Rams, now 5-1 in the conference.

Ladybirds top Nash Central

ROCKY MOUNT — Jadiza Jimenez 
finished second overall to pace the 
Southern Nash girls in a Sept. 27 meet at 
Nash Central. Grayson Deans was eighth 
and Dahlia Romero was ninth for the La-
dybirds, each in personal-record time.

Eric Braxton’s fifth-place finish led the 
Firebirds.

Also posting personal bests were 
Miriam Salazar, Jessica Garcia, Marbello 
Delgado, Matthew Coble, Eric Braxton, 
Bryson Rackley, Trevon Baker, Owen 
Ordess, Mauricio Romero and D.J. Prid-
gen.

Ladybirds pair vies for 
Big East medal

WAKE FOREST — While Southern 
Nash is running away with the 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference girls golf chase, 
Ladybirds Samantha Puckett and Mack-
enzie Gamble are waging a battle for the 
top individual honor. 

The teammates shared the medalist 
honor each with a 44 during a nine-hole 
match at Brevofield Golf Links on Sept. 
27, leaving them tied for the season 
lead.

Junior Mercedes Ledbetter carded a 
career-low 47 to qualify for the North 
Carolina High School Athletic Asso-
ciation 3-A East Regional and round 
out Southern Nash’s scoring. Already 
qualified for the regional are Tabatha To-
maszewski, Jasmine Horrigan, Gamble 
and Puckett.

The Ladybirds posted a team score of 
135, followed by Franklinton (184), Bunn 
(190) and Northern Nash (194).

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Franklinton’s Charlie Lilienthal gets the ball away from Southern Nash defender Frank 
Gonzalez in a Sept. 27 game at Franklinton. The Firebirds won 4-1, snapping the Red Rams’ 
12-game winning streak. Marty Simpkins | Restoration NewsMedia 
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Deputies: Teamwork leads to violent offender’s arrest
From staff reports

ENFIELD — Authorities say inter-
agency cooperation led to the arrest of a 
fugitive wanted for violent offenses.

Elijah Harris, 36, of Breazeale Avenue 
in Mount Olive, is charged with two 
counts each of driving while impaired 
and violating a domestic violence pro-
tective order and one count each of 
communicating threats, fleeing to elude 
arrest with a motor vehicle, habitually 

driving while impaired, possession of an 
open container, possession of marijuana 

and second-degree trespass-
ing.

On Sept. 22, deputies 
spotted a 2010 Honda Ac-
cord speeding and driving 
aggressively on U.S. 301 
near Instrument Drive, 
said Chief Deputy Brandon 
Medina, public information 

officer for the Nash County Sheriff ’s 

Office.
“Deputies attempted a vehicle stop on 

the Honda Accord, however, it resulted 
into a vehicle pursuit through several 
counties,” Medina said. “The vehicle 
traveled on U.S. 301 North where stop 
sticks were deployed by the Enfield Po-
lice Department. The stop sticks caused 
one of the vehicle’s tires to puncture and 
deflate.”

The Honda came to a stop at the En-
field Point Apartments where police took 

Harris, revealed as the driver, into cus-
tody without incident.

Deputies learned Elijah Harris had sev-
eral outstanding arrest warrants, Medina 
said.

Harris received a $31,500 secured 
bond. As of Sept. 28, Harris remained in 
the Nash County Detention Center.

Medina thanked the Enfield Police 
Department, Halifax County Sheriff’s 
Office and the N.C. Highway Patrol for 
assistance in the case.

Butterfield backs 2 bipartisan bills to fight cancer 
From staff reports 

Nash County’s Democratic 
congressman introduced two 
bills with Republican cospon-
sors this week to expand access 
to cancer tests and clinical trials. 

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield of 
Wilson is primary sponsor of 
H.R. 5377, the Cancer Patient 
Equity Act, and H.R. 5416, the 
Give Kids a Chance Act.

The CPEA would require fed-
eral insurance programs to cov-
er genetic tests that could help 
doctors and patients fine-tune 
their treatment plans for rare 
cancers, while the Give Kids a 
Chance Act would provide child 
cancer patients with access to 
cutting-edge therapies and clini-
cal trials.

GENETIC TESTS

Introduced on Sept. 27, H.R. 
5377 would require Medicare, 
Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program to 
cover molecular diagnostics 
whenever someone is diagnosed 

with cancer.
Insurance plans often cover 

the tests only for pa-
tients whose cancer 
reoccurs.

“The Cancer Pa-
tient Equity Act will 
give patients access 
to cutting-edge, 
next-generation 
molecular diagnos-

tic tests that can help identify 
an individual’s specific type of 
cancer and can inform treat-
ment protocols,” Butterfield said 
in a news release. “Determining 
whether a patient’s cancer is 
rare or whether it has traits that 
make it more or less responsive 
to available treatments can be a 
game-changer for patients. Too 
often, patients do not have ac-
cess to these tests unless their 
cancer reoccurs, at which point 
it may be too late. My bill will 
help ensure that patients and 
their physicians are empowered 
with actionable information 
from the beginning of their 
treatment.”

The CPEA would require the 

U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services secretary to 
launch an awareness campaign 
for the genetic tests. Butter-
field’s congressional office said 
many health care providers, 
along with members of the pub-
lic, are unfamiliar with the tests 
and don’t understand how their 
results can be used.

Rep. Gus Billirakis, a Republi-
can from Palm Harbor, Florida, 
signed on to cosponsor H.R. 
5377.

“Our bipartisan legislation 
will provide hope to millions 
of patients and families bat-
tling cancer and will lead to 
improved patient outcomes,” 
Bilirakis said. “It is an important 
step forward in the fight for 
equitable research and advance-
ment of lifesaving treatments 
and cures.”

DRUG STUDIES 

Butterfield and Rep. Michael 
McCaul, R-Texas, introduced 
the Give Kids a Chance Act on 
Sept. 29, his congressional of-

fice announced. Butterfield and 
McCaul co-chair the Childhood 
Cancer Caucus.

“No family should ever have 
to experience the horrific pain 
of losing a child,” Butterfield 
said. “Pediatric cancer is the 
leading cause of death by dis-
ease among children, and it is 
critical that we discover new, 
innovative treatments and 
cures.”

Butterfield said the legislation 
will “pave the way for cutting-
edge research and child-focused 
cancer treatments” by directing 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to require combination 
drug regimen studies in pediat-
ric cancer trials.

Current law only authorizes 
the FDA to require single-drug 
clinical trials for young cancer 
patients. Butterfield’s office 
said single-drug treatments are 
rarely enough to cure children 
whose cancer has relapsed due 
to the disease’s advanced state. 

“Studying combination 
drugs will improve outcomes 
for children and families in 

North Carolina and across the 
country,” Butterfield said. “As 
the co-chair of the Childhood 
Cancer Caucus, I will continue 
to work with my fellow co-
chairs and across party lines to 
push for legislation that gets us 
closer to defeating this horrible 
disease.”

The legislation from McCaul 
and Butterfield received enorse-
ments from 79 nonprofit orga-
nizations and foundations as of 
Sept. 24.

“The Give Kids a Chance 
Act will ensure more pediatric 
therapeutics are explored so 
kids battling cancer have the 
best possible treatment to tackle 
this vicious disease,” McCaul 
said in a prepared statement 
released by Butterfield’s office. 
“I am proud to announce this 
vital piece of legislation with 
Congressman G .K. Butterfield 
to further pediatric cancer 
research and development of 
lifesaving treatments. I will 
continue to advocate for the 
childhood cancer community in 
Congress.”  

Voter registration deadline is Friday
From staff reports 

State elections officials are en-
couraging Nash County residents 
to check their voter status and 
ensure listed information is correct 
ahead of a Friday voter registration 
deadline for Nov. 2 municipal elec-
tions. 

Eligibility requirements are 
available online at NCSBE.gov. 
Voters can check registration de-
tails through the N.C. State Board 
of Elections’ voter search tool at 
https://vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/.

Registration drives were held 
throughout the state on Sept. 28, 
which was National Voter Registra-

tion Day.
“Voting is a critical way to make 

an impact in your city or town, 
county, state and country,” Karen 
Brinson Bell, the state elections 
board’s executive director, said in 
a news release. “If you’re eligible, 
we hope to see you at the polls this 
fall.”

More than 7.15 million people 
were registered to vote in North 

Carolina as of Sept. 24. 
Residents who are eligible to 

become registered voters can com-
plete a voter registration application 
and return the form to their county 
board of elections. Applications 
can be emailed, faxed, mailed or re-
turned in person.

Motorists with North Carolina 
driver licenses can register through 
the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles.
The DMV website also allows voters 
to update registration information, 
except for name changes.

For more information and a link to 
the DMV service, visit NCSBE.gov 
and navigate to the “Online Voter 
Registration” section. 

Changes in the victory garden 
I’ve 

probably 
mentioned 
this many 
times, 
but we’ve 
moved 
a lot. I 
thought 
once my 

husband retired from the 
military we would be fin-

ished moving, but we’ve 
moved three times in his 
six years of retirement 
already. I am no longer ex-
pecting the home we have 
to be our last.

One of our harder moves 
was to Okinawa, Japan, 
in 2006. With overseas 
military moves, you get to 
send 500 pounds ahead of 
you because getting your 

household items can take 
up to two months. Typi-
cally, you pack items you 
need right away — kitchen 
items, towels, bedding, 
things like that. 

For some reason, I 
packed some kitchen 
items, sheets, towels and 
planting pots — my big 
ones!

The move was difficult 
for many reasons. I was 
moving one child for his 
senior year in high school. 
I was moving a sopho-
more child who really, 
really, did not want to go. 
I was also moving a first 
grader who was very close 
to her grandparents.

We had already lived 
in Germany, so I knew 
some of the challenges I 
was about to face. I did 
not know the language, I 
did not know how to drive 
on the left-hand side of 
the road, I did not know 
much about the culture 
or food and I knew my 
husband would deploy a 
lot, so I was going to get to 
navigate much of my time 
there without my partner 
parent. A big one for me 
was losing the closeness 
of having parents less 
than a mile away.

I was not looking for-
ward to our move. I had 
to get rid of all my potted 
plants since plants can’t 
go overseas with you. We 
placed our cat with my 
mom and our dog with 
my favorite aunt and 
uncle, because taking 
pets overseas is hard and 
expensive. I said goodbye 

to family and friends and 
decided I was going to 
enjoy the change even if a 
poisonous Habu snake or 
lionfish killed me (I found 
out there are many more 
dangerous animals beside 
those).

As the mornings get 
cool and crisp, it makes 
change seem almost 
welcome. These days get 
shorter, but they are not 
as brutally hot. The leaves 
(that I spend months rak-
ing) start to put on their 
breathtaking palates of 
brilliant yellows and reds. 
The pumpkins show up 
on porches and in meals, 
and Starbucks has my 
favorite pumpkin spice 
latte to warm me for a few 
months. Football season 
starts while baseball is 
winding down. And just 
like a blink, the season 
goes from sizzling sum-
mer to fantastic fall.

As each season changes, 
I think back to changes 
in my life. Japan was a 
hard move, but my fam-
ily thrived once we got 
a few months in. It’s the 
only place where everyone 
in our family would love 
to move back, or at least 
visit.

I have a grow light that 
I love! I can start seeds, 
overwinter fragile plants 
and make things grow 
really, really fast! The 
problem with this growing 
environment is that it’s too 
ideal. I must “harden” any 
plants I grow if I want to 
put them outside. 

It seems great to keep 

them sheltered without 
any extreme changes, 
but, in reality, they cannot 
reach their full potential 
if they do not experience 
the temperature changes 
and have enough room to 
spread out and put down 
roots deeper than a pot-
ting cup to sustain future 
growth.

I ended up getting plants 
in the pots I sent ahead. As 
people were moving out, 
they were happy to gift me 
the plants they couldn’t 
take. My cat and dog were 
in amazing homes and 
did not come back to us 
when we returned state-
side. Even the excitement 
of returning home to the 
U.S. was a hard change 
because we fell head-
over-heels in love with 
Okinawa. We made life-
long friends from our time 
there — I got to see one 
of my Okinawa friends in 
Washington, D.C., just a 
few weeks ago.

So, while change is inev-

itable, it can be beneficial. 
I still have my fall to-dos 
for my garden to make 
it ready for spring when 
more amazing things, as 
well as challenges, will 
come.

Wherever season your 
life is in right now, em-
brace it. If it’s peaceful, be 
grateful; if it’s a growing 
season, then grow; if it’s 
a time for rest, then relax 
and recharge. But if I can 
offer advice, I encourage 
you to keep a good sense 
of humor through every 
season. Laughter and fer-
tile dirt make even bleak 
days better.

Of course we need a fall 
fixin’, and hot toddies are 
sure to warm your cold 
toes. See the recipe pub-
lished with this column for 
details. Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

Grandma’s Hot Toddy

INGREDIENTS 

1  cup water

1 1/2 ounces of 

bourbon (of 

course this is 

optional, but 

sometimes a 

little bourbon 

is needed)

1 tablespoon of 

honey (local if 

you have it)

2 teaspoons 

lemon juice

Cinnamon stick

Lemon slice for 

garnish

DIRECTIONS

1. Bring water to a simmer in a saucepan or teapot.

2. In a mug, combine bourbon, honey and lemon juice. 

Pour in hot water and stir with the cinnamon stick.

3. Garnish with lemon slice and leave in cinnamon stick.

4. Enjoy!

For an Apple Cider Hot Toddy, swap apple cider for the 

water and use caramel instead of honey.

Harris

Butterfield

DEEANN 
RIVERA

More than 7.15 million 

people were registered to 

vote in North Carolina as 

of Sept. 24. 

VICTORY GARDEN GAL
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PEACHTREE NEWS

If we love God, we can’t hate the others he loves 
We at 

Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
praised 
God for 
allowing 
all he has 
given us.

The 
sanctuary flower arrange-
ment Sunday was present-
ed to glorify God.

Pianist Jane May played 
a beautiful solo. Pastor 
Gene Whitehouse played 
a video presentation for 
the special music Sunday, 
“Come to Jesus,” by Chris 
Rice.

The memory verse for 
the month of October is 
Proverbs 29:25. 

Pastor’s message: “The 
Beatitudes: Listen to What 
Jesus Says,” with Scrip-
ture from Matthew 5: 7-8.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DEVOTIONAL

Lawrence Edwards’ de-
votional this week is “Sure 
of God’s Love,” with Scip-
ture from 1 John 4: 7-12, 
19-21.

“It all begins with God’s 
love. In case we ever for-
get this basic, essential 
fact of our faith, 1 John 
makes it crystal clear.

“God is the source and 
the definition of love. 
God is love. God loves as 
the sun shines: love ex-
presses who God is.

“1 John emphasizes that 
God’s love is not some 
abstract concept. It is pas-
sion expressed in action. 
God made love real and 
present by sending Jesus 
to live among us and to 
die for us. God continues 
to show us love through 
Jesus’ life-giving pres-
ence among us. If ever we 
should question whether 
God truly does love us, 
the gift and witness of the 
Holy Spirit confirmed it 
once more: we are God’s 
beloved. God’s love is a 
truth more basic and reli-
able than the ground we 
walk on and the air we 
breathe.

“God’s love does not 
depend on our initiative 
or on our worthiness. We 
don’t have to reach out 
to God or even believe in 
God in order to be loved. 
We don’t have to clean up 
our act before God can 
love us. We don’t have 
to measure up to some 
standard in order to be 
lovable. No, God show-
ers love on us whether 
we deserve it or not. And 
honestly, who could ever 
deserve such amazing, im-
measurable love?

“1 John insists that the 
more fully and completely 
we know God, the more 
the immense reality of 
God’s love dawns on us. 
When we open ourselves 
to the warmth and light of 
God’s presence, we find 
that even our deepest, 
darkest secrets and the 
ugliest parts of ourselves 
are not beyond God’s 
reach. Nothing in us is so 
broken or so filthy that 
God is unwilling or unable 
to touch it. God embraces 
us as we are, loves us as 
we are and works in us to 
make us clean and whole 
and new. Upheld, sur-
rounded, enfolded by such 
love, who could be afraid?

“Such life-giving love is 
too wonderful to keep to 
ourselves. To know God’s 
love is to overflow with 
God’s love. How can we 
possibly love God while 
we hate God’s beloved? 
Seeing ourselves as God’s 
beloved means seeing our 
sisters and brothers as 
God’s loved ones too. If we 
have come to know God’s 
love, we have seen for our-
selves that it is unearned, 
undeserved, utterly free. 
Although God’s love is 
without conditions, it is 
not without consequences: 
God commands us to love 
one another as God has 
loved us.

“In case we haven’t un-
derstood the seriousness 
of this command, 1 John 
expresses it in a way that 

leaves no room for doubt: 
‘just as God is, so are we 
in this world’ (1 John 4:17 
b). In context, it’s clear 
that 1 John is not saying 
that Christians are om-
nipotent or omniscient or 
morally pure. No, 1 John 
is saying that because God 
lives in us, we embody 
God’s love for the world. 
We are not gods, but we 
are God’s. God’s love is 
incarnate in us.”

CHURCH BUSINESS

• The Women’s Mission-
ary Union ladies are busy 
with their projects. The 
annual Appalachian Back-
pack Ministry started Oct. 
1 and ends Oct. 31.

• A deacons’ meeting 
was held on Sept. 28.

• A church conference 
was held at 1 p.m. Sunday.

• The WMU will hold 
its monthly meeting at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 6.

• The Men’s Ministry 
will host a dinner at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Jane May celebrated 
her twin granddaughters 
McKinsey’s and Marla’s 
birthday this past week.

• Joan and Ray Eason 
and Bob Bunn and I cel-
ebrated Joan’s birthday 
on Friday at Rustic Roots. 
Great meal and service. 

• Floods Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church held 
its men’s breakfast at 8 
a.m. Saturday.

• Stoney Hill Baptist 
Church will have men’s 
fellowship at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Oct. 11.

• Floods Chapel is col-
lecting donations for the 
St. Vincent’s Island vol-
cano victims. Please con-
tact the church for a list of 
needs.

• Counting the Costs 
Ministries, sponsored by 
Billy and Amy Kornegay, 
919-920-4755, is taking up 
donations for flood victims 
of St Vincent’s and St 
Lucia islands. The group 
is also collecting winter 
items for an Indian reser-
vation in the mountains of 
New Mexico.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays two weeks be-
fore the events.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Jerry Hobgood, 
Dorothy Nelson, Bill 
Wakefield and Gail Brant-
ley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Delcie 
Wakefield, Norman Whit-
ley, Bert Eason, Aaron 
Edwards’ father-in-law 
Jim English, Pete Infinito, 
Barbara Privette, Eddie 
Abbott and Orville Cooper. 

• Undergoing treatment: 
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley, Deborah Massey, 
Lawrence Edwards’ 
cousin Sharon and Steve 
McDaniels. 

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hobgood, 
Preston Green, Jackie 
Mitchell Fisher, Ronald 
Fisher, James Shepard, 
Brenda Sheppard, Aubrey 
Farmer, Doug Hayes, 
Fan Whitley, Sandra 
Breedlove, Sara Paige, 
Eula Gupton, Gene Avery, 
Laverne Whitley, Adam 
Edwards’ mother-in-law 
Nancy Law and Sherry 
Rose. 

• Pray for the family of 
Lawrence Edwards’ cous-
in Richard Wilder.

• Melba Hobgood is in 
Rex Hospital. 

• Families affected by 
Hurricane Ida in western 
North Carolina, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama and 
the northeastern states.

• The people and first 
responders dealing with 
flooding in western North 
Carolina and middle Ten-
nessee.

• Families of the armed 
service members killed in 

Afghanistan, U.S. citizens 
and Afghan comrades still 
in Afghanistan and their 
families.

• Wildfire victims in the 
western United States.

• Those infected by CO-
VID-19 and their families.

• The people of Haiti in 
the aftermath of a recent 
earthquake; pray for their 
recovery and their general 
living conditions.

• Birthday blessings 
to Joan Eason (Oct. 1), 
Linwood May (Oct. 1), 
Kathy Farmer (Oct. 2), 
Bill Wood (Oct. 2), Lind-
sey Matthews (Oct. 4), 
Ann Cannon (Oct. 15), 

E. Ray Eason (Oct. 19), 
Dianne Bunn (Oct. 20), 
Brent Bunn (Oct. 21), 
JoAnn Blankenship (Oct. 
22), Fran Bunn (Oct. 24), 
Karen Macquin (Oct. 26), 
Brenda Shepherd (Oct. 
26) and Brody Edwards 
(Oct. 26) and Mary Hazel 
Mink (Oct. 31).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

God’s love does not depend on our initiative or on our 

worthiness. We don’t have to reach out to God or even 

believe in God in order to be loved. We don’t have to clean 

up our act before God can love us. We don’t have to measure 

up to some standard in order to be lovable. No, God showers 

love on us whether we deserve it or not. And honestly, who 

could ever deserve such amazing, immeasurable love?
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Duo charged 
with drug, 
gun offenses
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — A 
tip to law enforcement 

about a duo 
selling drugs 
out of a ho-
tel room led 
to their re-
cent arrest, 
as authori-
ties say both 
were wanted 
on felony 

criminal charges.
Tracy Stancil Clark, 

52, of 
Deer Run 
in Rocky 
Mount, is 
charged 
with pos-
session of a 
firearm by a 
felon.

Jessica 
Nicole Skinner, 31, of 
Rabbit Lane in Whitak-
ers, faces charges of 
possession with intent 
to manufacture, sell and 
distribute heroin and 
maintaining a vehicle or 

dwelling place for a con-
trolled substance.

On Sept. 21, deputies 
received information on 
Skinner’s and Clark’s 
whereabouts along with 
claims that they were 
selling drugs at Days Inn 
Suites,1340 N. Wesleyan 
Blvd. in Rocky Mount, 
said Chief Deputy Bran-
don Medina, public in-
formation officer for the 
Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Clark and Skinner 
were wanted on charges 
from an investigation 
conducted earlier this 
year. 

Deputies found Clark 
and Skinner in a car and 
arrested the pair without 
incident, Medina said.

Clark received a 
$3,500 secured bond 
and Skinner received 
a $7,500 secured bond. 
They made their first 
appearance in Nash 
County District County 
in Nashville and posted 
bail.

Clark

Skinner

Rocky Mount woman 
sentenced for tax fraud
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT  — A 
city woman has been 
sentenced to 16 months 
in federal prison on a 
charge of conspiracy to 
prepare and file false tax 
returns.

Bertha Battle, 40, con-
spired with others to file 
false tax returns for the 
2011 though 2016 tax 
years for clients of Com-
munity Tax Services in 
Rocky Mount, according 
to court documents.

“Battle and her co-
conspirators filed tax 
returns that claimed 
false education credits, 
among other illegitimate 
items, in order to fraudu-
lently generate clients’ 
tax refunds,” Don Con-

nelly, public informa-
tion officer for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in the 
Eastern District of North 
Carolina, said in a Sept. 
29 press release.

The three-year scam 
resulted in a loss of more 
than $2 million in tax dol-
lars, according to the In-
ternal Revenue Service.

Battle pleaded guilty to 
the charge in June 2020.

G. Norman Acker III, 
acting U.S. attorney for 
the Eastern District of 
North Carolina, thanked 
IRS Criminal Investiga-
tions for assisting in the 
case, which was pros-
ecuted by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Ethan Ontjes.

U.S. District Court 
Judge Louise W. Flana-
gan sentenced Battle.

9 to be enshrined in Twin 
County Hall of Fame
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — Twin County 
Community Pride Inc. recently an-
nounced nine new inductees rep-
resenting Nash and Edgecombe 
counties in the Twin County Hall of 
Fame’s 17th annual class. 

The 2021 class includes seven 
men and two women. Among the 
honorees, five are living and four 
will be inducted posthumously.

Twin County Community Pride 
says its goal is to honor residents 
of Edgecombe and Nash counties 
who have made broad and lasting 
contributions to the community’s 
betterment and those who have 
brought recognition to the commu-
nity through their accomplishments.

A formal induction ceremony and 
banquet to welcome the inductees 
and their families is scheduled 
for Thursday, Nov. 4, at the Rocky 
Mount Event Center.

Tickets must be purchased online 
at www.tchof.org. No tickets will be 
sold at the door.

For more information on the in-
duction banquet or the Twin County 
Hall of Fame, call 252-977-1438.

A.P. COBB SR.

Alton Parks Cobb Sr. (1912-84) 
was a successful agronomist and 
businessman. He was a charter 
member of the Region L Council of 
Governments and advised local and 
statewide farmers throughout his 
career. When he was forced to retire 
after permanently losing his sight, 
he turned his attention to serving 
Battleboro as its mayor for 15 years. 
Battleboro was later annexed into 
the city of Rocky Mount. 

J.O.W. GRAVELY

John Ogelsby Winston “Captain 
Jack” Gravely (1862-1932), original-
ly from Henry County, Virginia, was 
instrumental in establishing Rocky 
Mount as a major tobacco market 
and was founder of the China Amer-
ican Tobacco Co. in 1918, which 
grew into one of the largest, most 
productive independent concerns in 

the industry.

REGGIE HENDERSON

Coach Rederick (Reggie) Hender-
son, though living in Wilson, has 
dedicated more than 40 years of 
service to the city of Rocky Mount 
as an elite high school basketball 
coach, teacher, truant officer and 
molder of character. He coached 
the Rocky Mount High School Gry-
phons to state 4-A championships in 
1978 and 1982 and to state runner-
up in 1981. Two of his players, Phil 
Ford and Buck Williams, turned pro, 
while many others went on to play 
in college.

GLENDA L. KNIGHT

Glenda Lawrence Knight com-
bined her doctorate of psychology 
with a love of helping others to 
hold executive positions within 
Head Start, the Boys & Girls Club 
and the town of Princeville, where 
she is currently the town manager. 
She had success in revitalizing the 
recovery efforts in Princeville after 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016 and 
was commended by the Edgecombe 
County Board of Commissioners for 
her role in the town’s progress.

JOSEPH W. PARKER JR.

Dr. Joseph Willis Parker Jr. (1916-
60) was a general practice doctor, 
community advocate and member 
of the Rocky Mount Board of Edu-
cation. He believed education was 
the key to success and making life 
better. J.W. Parker Middle School 
in Rocky Mount was named in his 
honor.

DELIA W. PERKINS

Delia Wood Perkins enjoyed a 
28-year career with Edgecombe 
County Public Schools and served 
two terms as mayor for the town of 
Princeville, helping the town recov-
er from Hurricane Floyd’s destruc-
tion in 1999. She was a member 
of the Edgecombe County Health 
Board, National Council of Black 

Mayors, North Carolina League of 
Municipalities and North Carolina 
Association of Teacher Assistants.

CHARLES A. ROBBINS

Charles Austin Robbins (1919-95) 
was an owner-operator, chairman 
and president of Carolina Office 
Equipment for more than 53 years. 
He received the governor’s Order of 
the Long Leaf Pine award and the 
Distinguished Citizen Award, served 
on the Peoples’ Bank & Trust Board 
of Directors and was president of 
the Rocky Mount Merchants As-
sociation. Robbins was an original 
founder of Lakeside Baptist Church 
and was a proud Eagle Scout and 
scoutmaster.

DON STALLINGS 

Alva Donald (Don) Stallings is a 
Rocky Mount native who played 
football at Rocky Mount Senior 
High and the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, then a year 
professionally with the Washington 
Redskins, after which he came home 
to run the family business for his ill 
father. He formed Eagle Transport 
Corp. in 1968 and grew it to be the 
second-largest petroleum carrier in 
the United States. He is a supporter 
of many organizations, particularly 
N.C. Wesleyan College and UNC 
Chapel Hill with its Stallings-Evans 
Sports Medicine Complex.

GUS H. TULLOSS

Augustus (Gus) Harrison Tulloss, 
local businessman and civic leader, 
served as president of the N.C. 
State Jaycees and as a member of 
the UNC Board of Governors, the 
Salvation Army Advisory Board, the 
N.C. Department of Transportation 
and the N.C. Port Authority. In 1974, 
he was named “One of the Five Out-
standing Men in North Carolina.” 
A year after retiring from the N.C. 
Board of Transportation, the NC-
DOT named Rocky Mount’s Sunset 
Avenue overpass in his honor. The 
Gus H. Tulloss Bridge was dedicat-
ed on Aug. 19.

TullossStallingsRobbinsPerkins

ParkerKnightHendersonGravelyCobb

Development to bring 
222 homes to Wendell 
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com  

| 919-424-1778 

WENDELL — The Wendell 
Board of Commissioners on 
Sept. 13 approved a rezoning 
request for 88 acres off N.C. 
Highway 97 near Raybon 
Drive.

The Cayden Cove subdi-
vision will put 222 single-
family homes in the area. 
The annexation agreement 
was approved in August. 
Surrounding uses are all resi-
dential. 

The rezoning made the 88 
acres an R-4 conditional dis-
trict. Instead of the minimum 
lot size of 6,000 square feet 
usually allowed in that zon-
ing district, Cayden Cove will 
be allowed to have a mini-
mum lot size of 4,800 square 
feet. However, the average 
lot size will be 6,038 square 
feet.

The applicant has 18 condi-

tions it must meet as part of 
the zoning. Those rules in-
clude varying the appearance 
of the subdivision by making 
sure the front facades and 
paint colors of the homes 
don’t match. There will also 
be 20-foot undisturbed buf-
fers around the subdivision.

It will need to be connected 
to nearby water and sewer. 
The developer is making more 
street improvements than 
what the town requires. It will 
try to not disrupt Raybon Drive 
traffic as much as possible, it 
said.

The planning board pre-
viously recommended the 
town approve the rezon-
ing by a 5-2 vote. Michael 
Firstbrook and Allen Swaim 
recommended against ap-
proval on that board. The 
commissioners approved the 
rezoning 3-1, with Commis-
sioner Philip Tarnaski voting 
against. Mayor Pro Tem John 
Boyette was absent.

Safe Space launches 
teen dating website
The Wake Weekly 

LOUISBURG — A Franklin County nonprofit 
known for its work supporting domestic vio-
lence survivors has launched a new website to 
educate teens about healthy relationships. 

LoveLevelUp.org is designed to teach youths 
13-19 about relationship health, teen dating 
violence, self-reliance and self-empowerment, 
according to a press release. The site aims to 
increase youths’ relationship knowledge by rec-
ognizing healthy versus unhealthy relationships 
and decrease physical, sexual or psychological 
violence in teen dating, which it says affects mil-
lions of teenagers each year.

Safe Space said its website launch “solidifies 
the organization’s longstanding commitment to 
reducing relationship violence and sexual as-
sault through interactive programs, education 
and outreach.” 

Traci Dunston, a healthy relationship special-
ist, created the site to offer families prevention 
strategies. Dunston has been trained on violence 
prevention by the N.C. Department of Public 
Health Injury Prevention Department and is a 
certified Darkness 2 Light facilitator and victim 
services practitioner. She is also certified in 
mental health first-aid and has worked at Safe 
Space since 2015. 

The website lets teens sign up for training on safe 
dates, shifting boundaries and Darkness 2 Light.



NOTICE OF 2021 MUNICIPAL 

ELECTIONS

FOR THE TOWNS OF BAILEY, 

MIDDLESEX & SPRING HOPE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to G.S. 163-33(8) that the 

Towns of Bailey, Middlesex and 
Spring Hope non-partisan municipal 
elections shall be held on Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021.  The Towns of 
Middlesex and Spring Hope will be 
electing a Mayor and all three will 

be electing Town Commissioners.  
The polls shall be open on Election 
Day at 6:30 a.m. and will close at 

7:30 p.m.  The polling places are as 
follows: Town of Bailey is the Bailey 
Baptist Church; Town of Middlesex 
is the Middlesex Baptist Church; 

and the Town of Spring Hope is the 
Spring Hope Community Building.

All residents of the towns who are 
registered to vote with the County 
Board of Elections may vote in this 

election.  Those town residents 
who are not registered to vote 

must register by Friday, October 8, 
2021, to be eligible to vote in this 
election.  Also, any voter who has 
moved since the last election must 
notify the Board of Elections of that 
change by the same date.  Qualified 
persons may register with or request 
an application for registration from 

the Board of Elections between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  Applications for registration 
are also available on our website 

www.nashcountyboe.com.

Any qualified voter may vote an 
absentee ballot by mail.  Applica-

tions must be made in person or in 
writing to the Nash County Board of 
Elections.  The deadline for applying 
for an absentee ballot by mail is 5:00 

p.m., Tuesday, October 26, 2021. 

Persons wishing to register and 
vote after the registration deadline 

may appear in person at a one-stop 
absentee voting site, complete the 
voter registration application form 
and provide proof of residence by 
presenting valid documents show-

ing current name and address.  
One-stop absentee voting begins 
on Thursday, October 14, 2021 

and ends on Saturday, October 30, 
2021.  Anyone who wishes to vote 
early may do so between 8:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and on Saturday, October 
30, 2021 between 8:00 a.m. and 

3:00 p.m. at the Nash County Board 
of Elections Office, 1006 Eastern 

Avenue, Nashville.

The Board of Elections, if needed, 
will meet each Tuesday beginning 
October 12, 2021 through October 
26, 2021 for the purpose of approv-

ing absentee ballot applications.  
The board will also meet at 4:00 

p.m. on Monday, November 1, 2021 
to approve absentee ballot ap-

plications.  Absentee ballots will be 
counted on Election Day, November 

2, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the Board 
of Elections office; results will be 

released at 7:30 p.m. when the polls 

close.  The Board of Elections, if 
needed, will meet on Monday, No-
vember 8, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of approving and counting 

any remaining Absentee Ballots and 
Provisional Ballots.  Canvass will be 
held at the Board of Elections Office 
on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 

11:00 a.m.

Electioneering is not allowed 
within 50 feet of the entrance door 
to the polling place.  All voters are 

reminded to social distance at least 

6 feet.

Persons with questions about 
registration, absentee ballots, and 
other election matters may call the 
Nash County Board of Elections at 

459-1350 between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday.

Nash County Board of Elections
The Enterprise

September 22, 29, October 6, 2021
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Help Wanted Miscellaneous

REAL 
ESTATE

Homes For Sale

SHEARIN REALTY

Home for Sale
Louisburg in Franklin County

4 bedrooms, 3 Full Baths
3,000 sq, ft, 1 acre lot

Call 919-819-3110
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Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

CLASSIFIEDS

Study: Diversion program 
improves outcomes for 
offenders with mental illness 
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — New medi-
cal research from North 
Carolina’s prison system 
supports the use of alterna-
tive treatment for mentally 
ill offenders.

Published last week in 
the American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine, the 
study evaluates therapeutic 
diversion units, which are 
treatment-oriented prison 
housing for offenders with 
a mental illness. TDUs are 
staffed with behavioral 
health, nursing and custody 
professionals. They provide 
an alternative to restrictive 
housing.

The study examines data 
regarding North Carolina 
offenders who have both 
a diagnosed mental illness 
and a history of restrictive 
housing placement for their 
behaviors. Researchers 
found that offenders as-
signed to a TDU instead of 
restrictive housing were at 
least three times less likely 
to commit further infrac-
tions, harm themselves or 
require inpatient mental 
health treatment.

N.C. Commissioner of 
Prisons Todd Ishee said 
corrections systems have 
long struggled with provid-
ing proper care to offenders 
who suffer from psycho-
logical disorders.

“You have to protect the 
safety of prison staff and 
the other offenders, so you 
must remove someone who 
represents a threat, at least 
temporarily, from the gen-
eral population,” Ishee said. 
“But at the same time, you 
don’t want to put someone 
in restrictive housing for 
an action they’ve taken in a 
moment of crisis. It’s better 

to give them the help they 
need.”

Previous studies have 
found that mentally ill of-
fenders are 30% to 60% 
more likely to be assigned 
to restrictive housing. 

Charles Mautz, a co-au-
thor of the new study, said 
the data indicates TDUs are 
a viable, safe alternative for 
offenders with a mental ill-
ness when they otherwise 
might be assigned to re-
strictive housing.

“What we have is a rigor-
ous, objective evaluation of 
particular outcomes from 
this one method of housing 
and providing program-
ming, compared to another, 
for a similar population,” 
said Mautz, administrator 
of the state prison system’s 
in-house research unit, 
the Innovation Institute. 
“The key implication is that 
therapeutic diversion units 
can provide a therapeuti-
cally oriented alternative 
to restrictive housing that 
benefits this vulnerable 
group of offenders without 
posing an increased risk to 
safety.”

Study results indicate 
that offenders assigned to 
a TDU instead of restrictive 
housing were:

• Three times less likely 
to commit a disciplinary 
infraction.

• Five times less likely to 
commit a severe infraction 
involving violence or con-
traband.

• Three times less likely 
to require inpatient mental 
health treatment.

• Three times less likely 
to threaten or commit self-
injury.

• Four times less likely to 
commit self-injury.

The results for self-injury, 
including suicide, are criti-
cal indicators of the effects 
TDUs can have, said Gary 
Junker, also a study co-au-
thor and director of health 
and wellness for the state 
prisons system. Prisons’ 
own past research has indi-
cated that nearly half of all 
self-harm or self-mutilation 
occurs in restrictive hous-
ing.

“There’s a body of re-
search that indicates just 
how adverse restrictive 
housing can be for people 
who suffer from a mental 
health disorder — depres-
sion, anxiety, psychiatric 
distress, even feelings of 
dehumanization and loss of 
identity,” Junker said. “We 
now have data, which came 
from our own offender pop-
ulations, to guide us as we 
determine best practices.”

The study was a collabo-
ration among the N.C. De-
partment of Public Safety’s 
prisons division, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill’s Injury Pre-
vention Research Center 
and the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices’ Division of Public 
Health. 

Researchers examined 
2016-19 data for almost 
3,500 offenders with a 
mental illness. Of those, 
463 had been assigned to a 
TDU, and the remainder to 
restrictive housing.

Tim Moose, NCDPS chief 
deputy secretary for the Di-
vision of Adult Correction 
and Juvenile Justice, said 
the study reflects a com-
mitment both to innovation 
and to providing appropri-
ate care to offenders in 
state custody.

Board appoints new 
Franklin County attorney
The Wake Weekly

LOUISBURG — Franklin County 
commissioners unanimously ap-
pointed Gena McCray as county at-

torney during their Sept. 
20 board meeting.

McCray’s appointment 
took effect Sept. 27. She’s 
served as attorney for 
the Department of Social 
Services since 2016.

“I am honored to have 
the opportunity to serve 

the people of Franklin County and 
look forward to working in this new 
role,” she said.

McCray has undergraduate degrees 
in English and psychology from the 
University of South Carolina’s Hon-
ors College and a juris doctor from 
the University of South Carolina 
School of Law.

In law school, McCray served as 
clerk for Judge C. Tolbert Goolsby at 
the S.C. Court of Appeals and for the 
Sweeny, Wingate & Barrow law firm. 
She also interned at the N.C. Family 
Policy Council in Raleigh for a sum-
mer.

McCray married her husband, 
Michael, after graduation, and they 
moved to Raleigh. There she prac-
ticed family law, criminal law, pa-
rental rights cases, estates and civil 
litigation. McCray also supervised 
Wake County’s Wills and Estates 
Division.

The McCrays later moved to Lou-
isburg. There, she opened the law 
firm of Gena Walling McCray PLLC. 
She’s a board-certified family law 
specialist. McCray is also licensed to 
practice law in both North and South 
Carolina.

Franklin author publishes 2nd book
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com | 

919-424-1778 

LOUISBURG — A 
Franklin County author 
recently released her 
second book, which she 
says is part of a course 
to help Black women 
discover their inner 
power and achieve life-
affirming changes. 

Traci Dunston wrote 
“The Black Woman’s 
Experience” to inspire 
and empower Black 
women to love and ac-
cept themselves, she 
said. Readers will be 
met with powerful 
words and affirmations. 
Dunston released a 
companion workbook 
on Sept. 30.

“I want to remind 
them of who they are 
as a woman and not get 

lost in the day-to-day 
activities to work, fam-
ily and everything else 
that can consume and 
distract us from our true 
essence as a woman,” 
Dunston said. “I wrote 
the workbook as an 
interactive tool for a 
deeper dive for empow-
erment. The workbook 
will allow the reader 
access to activities that 
incorporate mindful-
ness, critical thinking 
and mood tracking.”

Dunston said the book 
can appeal to anyone 
who is interested in up-
lifting and supporting 
women of color. 

“The best part about 
writing this book was 
the true feelings of em-
powerment I experience 
personally as the words 
flowed out of me onto 
the pages,” she said. “I 

experienced peace, joy, 
healing and laughter.”

A Franklin County 
native, Dunston works 
as a healthy relation-
ship specialist for Safe 
Space Inc., a nonprofit 
in Louisburg that works 
against domestic vio-
lence.

“I started writing 
poetry as a form of self-
expression,” Dunston 
said. “I would just hear 
the words within me as 
I publish them to the 
paper.”

“The Black Woman’s 
Experience,” a self-
published, 37-page 
paperback retailing 
for $20, can be bought 
online at www.amzn.
to/3zsTBCm.

Dunston’s first book 
of poetry, “Divine Influ-
ence,” is also available 
on Amazon.com.

McCray



ACROSS
1. Astern
4. Tiers
8. Inky stain
12. Body of 

water
13. Hero’s tale
14. Theme-park 

feature
15. Lantern fuel
17. Prop for Child
18. Not pro
19. Most up-to-

date
21. Memo taker
24. Basks in the 

sun
25. WWII craft: 

hyph.
26. Four-footed 

friend
27. Metal 

container
30. Man in the
31. Defective 

firecracker
32. Vein of ore
33. Risk money
34. With it
35. Recurring 

event
36. Weeding 

implements
38. Enjoyed
39. Help
41. Forbid
42. Sheep’s hair
43. Necessitate
48. Feeble, as an 

excuse
49. Walk 

aimlessly
50. Currently
51. Drove too 

quickly
52.	 Small	flaps
53. Hue

DOWN
1. Solicit
2. Doctor’s 

charge
3. Pave
4. St. Tropez, 

e.g.
5. Sincere
6.	 Take	first	

place
7. Perfumed
8. Color of 

chocolate
9. Farm animals
10. Keats poems
11. Camping 

item
16. Arctic or 

Pacific
20. Consume
21. Lacking 

sensation
22. Wind 

instrument
23. Appetizing
26. Baby beagle
28. Unoccupied
29. Require
31. Warp
32. Stretching 

the truth

34. “____ So 
Shy”

35. Alleges
37. Greased
39. Hole-

punching 
tools

40. Detergent
41. Tell a secret
44. Tropical 

serpent
45. Additionally
46. Doll or kite
47. Shepherd’s 

charge

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

The luckiest signs this week: Scorpio, Sagit-
tarius and Capricorn

ARIES

At work, you’ll gather your colleagues or 
clients together for the exciting occasion of 
signing a large contract or ending a conflict. 
When it comes to matters of the heart, you’ll 
receive a sign of commitment. If you’re single, 
you’ll be coveted.

TAURUS

Your work or health will be front of mind. In 
either case, you’ll resolve the issue and take big 
strides to improve your circumstances going 
forward. In your love life, an important conver-
sation will help you get your emotions in order.

GEMINI

You owe it to yourself to invest in some self-
care. You’ll be applauded for one reason or 
another and put on a pedestal. You’ll have a lot 
to be proud of. As for matters of the heart, you 
need to be more consistent about turning pas-
sion into affection.

CANCER

Happiness is within you. When you find it, the 
joy will radiate from your heart throughout 
your home, to family and other loved ones. It’s 
sure to spread. Every day has its share of happy 
moments. 

LEO

You’ll have a lot of running around to do, both 
for work and your personal life. You’ll have your 
concerns about social contact, but basic hygiene 
measures will help. In your love life, the words 
you use will be a reflection of your emotions.

VIRGO

You’ll double down on your efforts at work, 
which will allow you to generate some extra 
income. Your zeal will lead to a promotion from 
your boss. Additionally, remember to be gener-

ous in your love life and you’ll receive the same 
in return.

LIBRA

There’s a lot happening around you. Not only will 
you find yourself with a massive workload, but 
many activities will be ad ded to your social calen-
dar at the last mi nute. You’ll find the right balance 
between leisure time and your responsibilities.

SCORPIO

This week, the atmosphere will be rather 
ambiguous. You might try to paddle against the 
current, but it’s best to just let it guide you to 
safety. Stress will force you to listen carefully 
to what your body tells you.

SAGITTARIUS

You could make a few new friends online or ex-
pand your network of contacts. It won’t always 
be easy to balance your work and family life 
with such a busy schedule. What you need is to 
better manage your time.

CAPRICORN

You’ll struggle to finish an overwhelming 
amount of work in multiple areas of your life. 
You’ll manage to complete everything on time 
though. A bit of fun will put a smile on your 
face; treat yourself to a co medy show or some-
thing similar.

AQUARIUS

You’ll organize a lovely getaway at the last 
minute. You’ll be in the mood for a lear ning 
experience, which will inspire you to pursue 
a new and exciting career. You’ll explore new 
horizons as you break out of your routine.

PISCES

Your soul is full of passion and dreams, and 
your ideas are beyond words. To make your de-
sires a reality, you’ll need to be determined and 
bold. Don’t try to please everyone, but rather 
build your world as you envision it.

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!
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Campus censors fear 
Leonard Law clones 

What do 
Harvard, 
Princeton, 
Georgetown 
and Johns 
Hopkins have 
in common?

These elite 
private uni-
versities may 

share space on an ambitious 
college-bound senior’s appli-
cation list, but they also bring 
up the rear in the 2021 College 
Free Speech Rankings, which 
the nonpartisan Foundation 
for Individual Rights in Educa-
tion produced in partnership 
with analytics firm College 
Pulse and news website Real-
ClearEducation.

Princeton, which occupies 
the No. 1 spot in the vaunted 
U.S. News & World Report list 
of top national universities, is 
a lackluster 135th among 154 
ranked schools on the free 
speech list. Just 27% of stu-
dents said they would feel very 
comfortable (10%) or some-
what comfortable (17%) public-
ly disagreeing with a professor 
about a controversial topic.

FIRE assigns schools a 
green, yellow or red-light rat-
ing for their rules governing 
student expression. Princeton 
was tagged with a red light 
for maintaining at least one 
policy that “both clearly and 
substantially restricts freedom 
of speech.”

For all its Ivy League cachet, 
Harvard fares little better. It’s 
ranked 130th among the 154 
schools and has a red-light 
speech code rating. A paltry 
28% of students feel at least 
somewhat comfortable dis-
agreeing with professors on 
contentious subject matter.

Organizers polled more than 
37,000 students, conducting the 
largest-ever campus free ex-
pression survey to compile the 
rankings. A few bright spots 
notwithstanding, results show 
U.S. colleges and universities 
continue to struggle when it 
comes to defending the right 
to ask difficult questions, chal-
lenge prevailing sentiments 

and voice contrarian views.
Public colleges, which are 

government agencies obligat-
ed to respect First Amendment 
rights, didn’t rank appreciably 
higher than their private coun-
terparts operating without 
constitutional constraints. The 
best school for free speech 
(Claremont McKenna College) 
and the worst (DePauw Uni-
versity) are both private.

Cumulatively, 66% of stu-
dents said it’s rarely, some-
times or often OK to shout 
down speakers with whom 
they disagree, and 23% con-
doned the use of violence to 
squelch offensive speech. 
Even if professors and deans 
aren’t inculcating these re-
pressive attitudes, they clearly 
aren’t doing enough to curb 
them.

What will it take to turn 
the tide? Securing voluntary 
institutional commitments 
such as the excellent Chicago 
Statement could help. Since 
the University of Chicago 
(No. 2 in the free speech rank-
ings) codified its support for 
free inquiry in January 2015, 
some 83 other campuses have 
adopted or endorsed the state-
ment of principles.

For a policy with some teeth, 
states can follow in Califor-
nia’s footsteps. Its Leonard 
Law, adopted in 1992, is the 
only statute in the country that 
extends First Amendment pro-
tections to students enrolled 
in private high schools, col-
leges and universities. A 2006 
update expanded the law to 
cover public institutions.

The brainchild of former 
state Sen. Bill Leonard allows 
students to express themselves 
freely whether they attend a 
public University of California 
campus or a private school 
such as Stanford, Pepperdine 
or Claremont McKenna. Ad-
ministrators who punish stu-
dents for protected speech can 
be sued in state courts.

Guest lectures from conser-
vative firebrands such as Ben 
Shapiro and Milo Yiannopou-
lous still court controversy 

in the left-leaning Golden 
State, but campus leaders can 
invoke the Leonard Law to 
explain why they can’t indulge 
the aggrieved. Administrators 
are insulated from outrage 
mobs. Their hands are tied; 
they’re just following the law.

The prospect of a nation-
wide Leonard Law is as tanta-
lizing as it is remote. Congress 
could give private colleges 
a choice: Affirm free speech 
rights or forfeit all federal 
funds, including financial aid 
and student loan dollars paid 
directly to schools on students’ 
behalf. Why should taxpayers 
have to subsidize censorship?

Statehouses offer the most 
fertile soil to plant the Leonard 
Law’s seeds. In 2021 alone, 
lawmakers have introduced 
40 campus free speech bills 
in 22 states, according to the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures. The efforts fall 
short of California’s gold stan-
dard, but their sheer number 
shows state governments to 
be true laboratories of democ-
racy.

The Constitution establishes 
a floor for individual rights 
rather than a ceiling. While no 
law, rule or policy can water 
down the First Amendment, 
there’s ample opportunity to 
fortify it.

Students pick private colleg-
es for their athletics, academic 
rigor, reputation, religious af-
filiation and a hundred other 
reasons, but administrative 
authoritarianism is never 
among them. A Leonard Law 
would let them attend the col-
lege of their choice without 
sacrificing the right to speak.

Corey Friedman is editor of The 
Enterprise and executive edi-
tor of Restoration NewsMedia. 
In this weekly column for Cre-
ators Syndicate, he explores 
solutions to political conflicts 
from an independent perspec-
tive. Follow him on Twitter @
coreywrites. To read features 
by other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.cre-
ators.com.
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Vaccine mandate a teachable 
moment for military 

On Aug. 25, 
two days after 
the U.S. Food 
and Drug Ad-
ministration ful-
ly approved  the 
Pfizer-Biontech 
COVID-19 vac-
cine, Secretary 
of Defense Lloyd 

Austin ordered “full vaccination 
of all members of the Armed 
Forces.”

Cue outrage and objection. 
Some officers have resigned 
their commissions; some 
enlisted personnel seem will-
ing to risk court-martial and 
dishonorable discharge rather 
than get vaccinated. Some 
claim the mandate violates 
their rights or lacks a legal 
basis.

In the quarter-century since 
my honorable discharge from 
the U.S. Marine Corps, I’ve occa-
sionally been asked by friends to 
have “the talk” with their teenag-
ers who are considering military 
careers.

In my view, “the talk” 
shouldn’t be about whether join-
ing the armed forces is a good 
idea. That’s a personal decision. 
“The talk” should be an unvar-
nished description of what to 
expect.

Here’s a short version of “the 
talk” for those considering en-
listing and those who have, in 
the age of the COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate:

For the entirety of your 
military career, you will spend 
most of your waking hours 
(and you will be roused from 
sleep many, many times) do-
ing what you’re told to do. 
Period.

You’ll go where you’re told to 
go. You’ll wear what you’re told 
to wear. You’ll eat what you’re 
given, when it’s given to you, 
and you’ll have your hair cut as 
directed.

You’ll be ordered to do 
unpleasant things, and do 
them, possibly including kill-
ing other people, being killed 
yourself or watching your 
friends die.

Yes, there’s a contract — a con-
tract more for the government’s 
protection than yours,  which 

can be unilaterally changed at 
the government’s convenience. 
Here’s section 9b of that con-
tract:

“Laws and regulations that 
govern military personnel may 
change without notice to me. 
Such changes may affect my 
status, pay, allowances, ben-
efits, and responsibilities as a 
member of the Armed Forces 
REGARDLESS of the provisions 
of this enlistment/reenlistment 
document.” (Emphasis in origi-
nal.)

If they do things now as they 
did in 1984, you’ll be taken 
through that contract line by 
line, twice — initialing each 
section to attest that you under-
stand what it means so you can’t 
claim otherwise later — before 
you’re allowed to sign it, take 
the oath of enlistment and ship 
out for boot camp.

The government’s end of the 
contract involves providing you 
with three hots, a cot, a pay-
check, health care, college ben-
efits, etc.

Your end of the contract says 
that when you’re ordered by 
your platoon commander to 
assault an enemy position, or 
by the Secretary of Defense to 
get vaccinated, you’ll assault 
that position or get that injec-
tion.

If you can’t stomach that, don’t 
sign the contract. If you do sign 
the contract, don’t whine about 
it or renege on it later when it re-
quires you to do something you 
don’t want to do.

Thus endeth “the talk.”
Do I like vaccine mandates? 

No.
Do I believe vaccine mandates 

are constitutional or morally ac-
ceptable where private citizens, 
un-obligated by contract, are 
concerned? No.

But as for members of the 
armed forces: Buy the ticket, 
take the ride.

Thomas L. Knapp (Twitter: @
thomaslknapp) is director and 
senior news analyst at the Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison Center for 
Libertarian Advocacy Journal-
ism (thegarrisoncenter.org). He 
lives and works in north central 
Florida.
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