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Budget includes sewer repair money
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

Bailey and Middlesex residents re-
ceived some good news with the state 
budget’s passage last week — millions of 
dollars for sewer system repairs.

Bailey will get $5 million and Middle-
sex will receive $1.5 million.

“The town is so thankful for the ef-
forts of Rep. Matt Winslow and Sen. Lisa 
Barnes in helping Bailey receive these 
funds,” Mayor Thomas Richards said. 

Richards said the money will hope-
fully get the town off the state’s sewer 
moratorium, which will allow for positive 
growth.  

Middlesex Mayor Lu Harvey Lewis 
said the money will help the town grow.

“It will help up in the rehab of our 
sewer system and future acquisition of 
additional sewer capacity,” Lewis said.

State Rep. Matthew Winslow, R-Frank-
lin, said his House District 7 received a 

total of $23 million in the 
state budget for improve-
ments, revitalization and 
education. 

“When I ran for office, I 
promised that I would make 
the government work for the 
people of District 7 by lower-
ing taxes for all and funding 

much-needed projects,” Winslow said in 
a news release. “And I’m excited to share 
that due to House leadership paving the 
way, the budget was signed into law and 
includes tax savings along with thought-
ful funding that can begin to help our 
communities thrive and grow. District 
7 will receive over $23 million for local 
infrastructure, revitalization projects, 
primary and secondary educational 
funding, law enforcement, a civic center 
and economic development.” 

The 2021 Appropriations Act, desig-

Winslow

Gov. Roy Cooper signs the bipartisan state budget into law at the Executive Mansion 
on Thursday. The two-year spending plan includes $23.3 million for communities Rep. 
Matthew Winslow represents in Franklin and Nash counties. Contributed photo 

Robinson 
to speak  
at GOP 
fundraiser
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Lt. Gov. 
Mark Robinson will be the 
keynote speaker at this year’s 

Nash County 
Republican Party 
fundraiser.

Robinson has 
been in the news 
over the past few 
weeks for con-
troversial state-
ments on books 
about transgender 

people in school libraries and 
whether such subjects should 
be taught in public schools. 
Critics say his remarks dispar-
aged LGBT people. 

During a keynote speech at 
the Wilson County GOP oyster 
roast on Oct. 23, Robinson re-
buffed calls for his resignation 
and pledged to work for all 
North Carolinians regardless 
of their political affiliation or 
sexual orientation. 

“I will fight for the consti-
tutional rights of every North 
Carolina citizen. I don’t care 
whether you’re gay, straight. 
I don’t care whether you’re 
a Christian, whether you’re 
a Muslim. It does not matter 
to me,” Robinson said. “Your 
constitutional rights are at my 
forefront, and I will protect the 
constitutional rights of every 
North Carolina citizen.”

Robinson recently told The 
Associated Press he’s fairly 
certain he will run for governor 
in 2024 rather than seeking a 
second term as lieutenant gov-
ernor, his first political office.

Gov. Roy Cooper, a Nash 
County Democrat, can’t seek re-
election again due to term limits. 

The local event  — postponed 
from earlier this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic  — is set 
for 6 p.m. Dec. 2 at Nash Com-
munity College’s Brown Audito-
rium, 522 N. Old Carriage Road.

Dinner of barbecue and 
shrimp will be provided by 
Gardner’s Barbecue Restaurant.

A few tickets are still avail-
able at $25 each.

For ticket information, visit 
nash.nc.gop. 

Deputies: Suspect causes crash
Man wanted for 
attempted murder 
wrecks on I-95
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — A city man 
wanted on an attempted murder 
charge crashed into and flipped 
a tractor-trailer trying to escape 
a Nash County deputy Friday 

afternoon on Inter-
state 95, according 
to authorities.

Ronaldo Vadal 
Wesson, 25, of Au-
try Road in Rocky 
Mount sped away 
from a deputy and 
caused a major 
wreck on I-95, said 

Chief Deputy Brandon Medina of 
the Nash County Sheriff’s Office.

A Nash County deputy work-
ing a saturated patrol tried to 
stop a Hyundai on Benvenue 
Road/N.C. 43 and Halifax Road 
for a moving violation around 
3:40 p.m. The Hyundai driver 
slowed down, but didn’t stop.

Then the car took off onto the 
I-95 ramp, Medina said.

“The deputy continued to fol-
low the Hyundai and maintained 
a view of the vehicle,” Medina 

said in a news release. “The 
deputy notified Nash County 
Communications about the in-
creasing vehicle traffic and the 
careless actions of the Hyundai 
as it drove all over the road, 
switching lanes and even driving 
on the grass of the shoulder side 

to pass other vehicles. To main-
tain the safety of the nearby 
motoring public, the deputy dis-
continued chasing the Hyundai 
and relayed to Nash County 
Communications the vehicle 
was taking the I-95 exit 145.”

The Hyundai struck a tractor-

trailer, causing the truck to flip 
onto its side at the top of the 
bridge, the deputy found upon 
reaching the exit.

As the deputy stopped at the 
tractor-trailer to check on its 

This wreckage is what’s left after sheriff’s deputies say a driver tried to run from authorities on Interstate 
95. The driver, wanted for an attempted murder charge, tried to escape after an attempted traffic stop and 
was hospitalized after being extricated from the vehicle, according to authorities. Contributed photo

Wesson

Robinson

Butterfield won’t seek reelection in 2022
By Corey Friedman
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7813

WILSON — Rep. G.K. Butterfield will 
retire from Congress instead of seeking 
reelection in a redrawn district, capping 
an 18-year career that saw him elevated to 
House leadership while remaining a fixture 
in his hometown.

In a video posted to his congressional 
office’s YouTube page on Thursday, Butter-
field said he will serve the remainder of his 
term, which expires in December 2022.

“It is time for me to retire and allow the 
torch to be passed to someone who shares 
the values of the district and can continue 
the work I have labored so hard for the past 
18 years,” Butterfield said.

Democratic Women of Wilson County 
President Nancy Hawley said Butterfield 
notified local party leaders of his decision 
the day prior. 

“He’s served us well,” Hawley said. “He’s 
been true to his purpose. He comes from a 

family of service, and I believe his legacy 
speaks for itself. He is a dignified man of 
integrity. I think those of us in Wilson and 
Wilson County will miss having him serving 
us in Congress.”

NEW HOUSE DISTRICT

Butterfield, 74, is in his ninth term repre-
senting North Carolina’s 1st Congressional 
District. He faced the prospect of running 
in the reconfigured 2nd District, which ana-
lysts call a toss-up between Democrats and 
Republicans. 

“The map that was recently enacted by 
the legislature is a partisan map,” Butter-
field said. “It’s racially gerrymandered. It 
will disadvantage African American com-
munities all across the 1st Congressional 
District. I am disappointed — terribly dis-
appointed — with the Republican majority 
legislature for again gerrymandering our 
state’s congressional districts and putting 
their party politics over the best interests of 
North Carolinians.”

Two lawsuits have been filed challenging 
the district boundaries as partisan and ra-
cial gerrymanders.

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield addresses a Wilson 
church congregation in August. Drew C. Wilson | 
Restoration NewsMedia 
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“While I am hopeful that the 
courts will ultimately overturn 
this partisan map and see that a 
fair map is enacted, I have made 
the difficult decision that I will 
not seek reelection to the United 
States House of Representa-
tives,” Butterfield said.

The new 2nd Congressional 
District encompasses 18 coun-
ties. From west to east, they 
are Caswell, Person, Granville, 
Vance, Franklin, Nash, Wilson, 
Wayne, Warren, Halifax, Edge-
combe, Greene, Northampton, 
Martin, Hertford, Bertie and 
Washington. 

WILSON TO WASHINGTON 

Butterfield grew up in a 
prominent Black family, with 
his father serving as a Wilson 
city councilman. A switch from 
district-based elections to at-
large voting reduced African 
American representation on 
the governing body. His fa-
ther lost his bid for reelection 
in 1957, and two years later, 
the NAACP sued the city and 
ultimately lost in the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

The experience inspired But-
terfield’s interest in the law and 
his lifelong passion for voting 

rights, he told the Times for a 
2014 story.

After earning his N.C. Central 
University law degree, Butter-
field opened a powerhouse Wil-
son firm with Milton F. “Toby” 
Fitch Jr. and Quentin Sumner. 
All three partners would go on 
to become judges, with Butter-
field joining the Superior Court 
bench in 1988.

Gov. Mike Easley appointed 
Butterfield to fill a North Caro-
lina Supreme Court vacancy 
in 2001. He lost his seat in an 
election the following year and 
reprised his role as a trial judge 
until 2004, when he won his first 
U.S. House term. 

Butterfield championed civil 
rights issues and raised his pro-
file on Capitol Hill as chairman 
of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus from 2015-17. He currently 
serves as senior chief deputy 
whip, the top assistant to Major-
ity Whip Jim Clyburn of South 
Carolina. 

“I’m sorry that we’re losing 
him, but I’m very happy for 
him,” Hawley said. “He is a 
remarkable man. He has lived 
through the most tumultuous of 
times, and he’s come out digni-

fied and proud.” 
In his retirement announce-

ment, Butterfield touched on 
several career highlights and 
indicated he’ll leave office with 
no regrets.

“... I helped to craft and pass 
legislation that has empowered 
millions of Americans of all 
persuasions who have been 
denied the American dream,” 
Butterfield said. “I am proud of 
my work in Congress on behalf 
of my constituents, and I know 
that my life’s work of fighting 
for greater fairness and equity 
will not cease, even after the 
close of the 117th Congress.”

HOPEFULS TEST THE WATERS

State Sen. Don Davis, D-
Pitt, told the N.C. Insider state 
government news service he’s 
exploring a run for the 2nd Con-
gressional District seat. Davis is 
in his sixth General Assembly 
term.

“G.K. Butterfield’s retirement 
from Congress is a great loss 
for eastern North Carolina,” 
Davis said in a Thursday press 
statement. “From his time as 
an accomplished civil rights at-

torney to serving as a justice on 
the North Carolina Supreme 
Court and for the past 17 years 
as a member of Congress, North 
Carolina is a better place be-
cause of the dedication and ac-
complishments of Congressman 
Butterfield.”

Davis chaired the 1st Congres-
sional District Democratic Party, 
allowing him to work closely 
with Butterfield. 

“I will have more to say about 
my future plans in due time, but 
today is about celebrating the 
service and accomplishments of 
my good friend, Congressman 
Butterfield,” Davis said. “North 
Carolina will be forever grateful 
for his committed and unwaver-
ing dedication to public service.”

Former N.C. Senate colleague 
Erica Smith could also be test-
ing the waters. She’s currently 
running in the Democratic U.S. 
Senate primary, and her cam-
paign also released a Thursday 
statement praising Butterfield’s 
tenure.

“Rep. G.K. Butterfield has 
committed his entire career to 
community and public service. 
His retirement leaves us with 
big shoes to fill in Congress,” 

Smith said. “Through more 
than 30 years of local, state and 
national leadership, his unwav-
ering commitment to civil rights 
and economic justice has made 
North Carolina better and has 
inspired me personally to be-
come part of the movement for 
change. 

“I do not think I’d be who or 
where I am today were it not for 
Congressman Butterfield’s lead-
ership and mentorship,” Smith’s 
statement concludes. “I con-
gratulate him for his excellent 
service and wish him a happy 
retirement filled with love and 
family.”

Jason Spriggs, a Henderson 
city councilman, told The Wil-
son Times he began laying the 
groundwork for a Democratic 
congressional primary run in 
February.

The GOP could also see a 
crowded primary field. Sandy 
Smith, the Republican candi-
date who faced Butterfield in 
2020, launched her campaign 
before the incumbent’s plans 
were known. 

Former Wilson County state 
Sen. Buck Newton, the GOP 
nominee for state attorney gen-
eral in 2016, told the Carolina 
Journal earlier this month that 
he was considering a run for 
Congress in Wilson County’s 
new district. 

Other names are circulating 
among area Republican orga-
nizers.

Butterfield
continued from page 1A

“I am proud of my work in Congress on behalf of my constituents, and I 

know that my life’s work of fighting for greater fairness and equity will 

not cease, even after the close of the 117th Congress.”

G.K. BUTTERFIELD, U.S. congressman

driver, the Hyundai could 
be seen wrecked and sta-
tionary as a result of the 
collison, Medina said.

“The driver of the Hyun-
dai was awake and alert, 
but pinned inside of the 
wrecked Hyundai,” Me-
dina said. “Additional first 
responder units arrived at 
the scene and the Hyundai 
operator was eventually 
extricated.”

Authorities identified 
Wesson as the driver. Nash 
County EMS took him to 
Vidant Medical Center in 
Greenville for treatment.

Wesson was wanted in an 
assault reported earlier this 
month. He’s charged with 
attempted second-degree 

murder, assault inflicting 
serious injury, two counts 
of assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent to kill, 
discharging a weapon into 
an occupied dwelling, dis-
charging a firearm inside 
the city limits, second-de-
gree trespassing and three 
counts of causing injury to 
real property.

For the wreck, deputies 
charged Wesson with flee-
ing to elude arrest with 
a motor vehicle. He re-
mained in the hospital as 
of Saturday night.

Wesson also has pend-
ing court dates on charges 
of resisting a police officer, 
possession of a stolen fire-
arm and possession of a 
firearm by a felon, accord-
ing to the state’s criminal 
court calendar.

Wesson has a prior 
criminal conviction of con-

spiracy to commit robbery 
with a dangerous weapon, 
according to the N.C. De-
partment of Public Safety.

Crash
continued from page 2A

nated as Senate Bill 105, 
allocates $25.9 billion in 
spending for 2021-22 and 
$27 billion for the 2022-23 
fiscal year. The “rainy day” 
savings fund will be $4.25 
billion at the end of the 
biennium, the largest in 
state history.

Following a 41-7 vote 
in the N.C. Senate, the 
House approved the bill 
104-10. Gov. Roy Cooper 
signed the budget into law 
on Thursday. 

Winslow’s legislative 

office said the following 
projects in House District 
7 received funding. While 
Vance-Granville Communi-
ty College’s main campus is 
in Henderson, the two-year 
college operates a Franklin 
campus in Louisburg.

NASH COUNTY

• Nash Community Col-
lege capital improvements 
and renovations: $7.7 mil-
lion.

• Town of Bailey sewer 
improvements: $5 million.

• Town of Middlesex 
sewer improvements: $1.5 
million.

• Middlesex Police De-

partment capital improve-
ments: $15,000. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY

• Vance-Granville Com-
munity College capital im-
provements: $7.3 million.

• Youngsville Main 
Street improvements: $1 
million. 

• Louisburg Depot Hill 
Civic Center: $700,000.

• Northeast Economic 
Development Committee: 
$50,000.

• Town of Franklinton 
capital improvements: 
$25,000.

• Town of Bunn capital 
improvements: $25,000.

Budget
continued from page 2A

Ronaldo Vadal 

Wesson also has 

pending court 

dates on charges 

of resisting a 

police officer, 

possession of a 

stolen firearm and 

possession of a 

firearm by a felon, 

according to the 

state’s criminal 

court calendar.
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Opinion
THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

wait for the Lord.(Psalm 27:14)

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for your patience with us when we 

wait with worry and frustration. Help us to draw strength and courage 

from you as we wait on your word. Amen.

Thanksgiving to 
the rescue again 

Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday, as I ex-
plained in a column many years ago.

One reason is that it is one of the very few days 
we have saved just for families and friends. We 
have done a better job of keeping the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday from getting away from us. It has not 
yet taken charge of our lives. 

No dressing up with new clothes, no cards to 
mail, no gifts to buy and wrap, no parties, no 
alcohol, no high expectations to be crushed, no 
embarrassing failures to do the right thing. Some-

how, we have mostly kept it centered around our family dining 
table.

I like Thanksgiving because I still own it.
All of this distinguishes Thanksgiving from Christmas, which 

we have let get away from us. We are slaves to Christmas and it 
is a hard master. It sometimes works us into such a state that the 
season’s most rewarding moment is its concluding one.

Thanksgiving’s central theme is the happy ritual of the family 
meal. It brings back a time when we sat down together more of-
ten, serving each other, passing the food, carving the main dish, 

saying prayers of thanks and 
listening to each other’s stories. 
Is it, though, merely a remnant 
of times past? 

I think it is more than that. It 
may be our own private family 
sacrament of remembrance, 
reunion, renewal of connec-
tions and thankfulness for life’s 
blessings.

If Thanksgiving is so good, 
why do families so seldom sit 
down formally at their own din-
ing room tables to take meals 

together these days? Is it because our schedules drive us in so 
many directions — apart from each other? 

Maybe, but even when we are at home together, some favorite 
TV program calls us to the den to bring our plates and watch. And 
when we do eat together at a table, it is more likely to be in the 
kitchen than in the dining room.

So, being all together at the dining room table is a big part of 
the reason I like Thanksgiving so much.

There is another reason — a simple one.
Thanksgiving encourages thankfulness. And being thankful is 

good for us.
Let me try to explain. First, I don’t want to argue that Thanks-

giving always or automatically puts us in a state of thankfulness. 
The formal public prayers we say on that day don’t do the job. We 
can get through a Thanksgiving Day without really being grateful 
for much of anything other that the meal.

But the day prompts us. It reminds us to be grateful. We remem-
ber how thankful the Pilgrims were for food and shelter. These 
things we usually take for granted. On Thanksgiving, we sometimes 
remember how much more blessed we are than the Pilgrims.

If we let it, Thanksgiving can do more.
If we let it move us to say our private prayers of thanks, avoid-

ing the pompous stylized prayers we say for other people to hear. 
If we let it encourage us to aim our prayers straight toward God. 
If we use the day to make a long, private list of things we should 
be thankful for. If we keep adding to that list all the time.

If Thanksgiving moves us to do such things, we might begin to 
feel really good.

Why does being thankful make us feel so good? I think it just 
flushes out all the bad, negative, mean-spirited thoughts that have 
piled up inside us. There is no room in a thankful mind for petti-
ness, jealous feelings, anger and disappointment. Thankfulness 
drives out the junk.

Thankfulness equals happiness.
Of course, all these good things don’t have to end when Thanks-

giving passes. If times get tough on any other day, our private 
prayers of gratitude can drive away the negative trash that loads 
up our minds. 

Prayers of thanks for spouses, children, parents, our old scout 
leaders, coaches, teachers, principals, friends we can trust, good 
health (or if good health is not with us, as my mother taught us, 
be thankful for the good health we once had), warm fall days, 
favorite animals, music, books, problems to solve, people to help, 
good food, warm baths and on and on and on.

Feels good, doesn’t it? 

D.G. Martin is hosting the final season of “North Carolina Book-
watch” at 3:30 p.m. on Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on PBS 
North Carolina, formerly UNC-TV. The program also airs on the 
North Carolina Channel at 8 p.m. on Tuesdays. To view prior pro-
grams, visit https://video.pbsnc.org/show/nc-bookwatch/episodes/.

Give thanks for your local paper
As Thanks-

giving ap-
proaches, 
I usually 
take a little 
time to think 
about who 
and what I’m 
thankful for. 
That seems 

to be the point, after all. This 
year, for various reasons, my 
thoughts and appreciation 
turn toward journalists, news-
papers and other news media.

Sometimes the people and 
institutions we rely on to keep 
us informed get a bad rap, and 
sometimes they deserve it.

When the Washington Post 
and New York Times act more 
as stenographers for the politi-
cal class than reporters of the 
facts, we all lose. But these 
aren’t the institutions I’m think-
ing of in expressing thanks.

I’m thinking of America’s 
local and community newspa-
pers, the dailies and weeklies 
scattered across the country 
that continue to do the job 

of keeping us informed and 
bringing us together,or at 
least facilitating our argu-
ments. And, of course, the 
fine people who write and edit 
those publications.

Yes, I’m biased: I got my 
start in “hard,” “just the facts, 
ma’am” journalism more than 
40 years ago,  writing club 
notices for publication in my 
hometown daily, the Lebanon 
(Missouri) Daily Record. I 
moved on to my junior high, 
high school and college pa-
pers, long before eventually 
finding my perch in opinion/
advocacy journalism.

If you know how your lo-
cal high school athletes are 
making out, which church is 
hosting an ice cream social or 
which local hero had a birth-
day or went to the hospital, 
thank your local paper. If you 
know what your neighbors 
think about a pending bond 
issue or local scandal, thank 
that paper’s letters editor.

America’s local dailies and 
weeklies are supposedly dy-

ing. At the very least, many 
have moved entirely online 
or cut down the size and fre-
quency of their print editions.

That’s sad. We need them, 
and we should appreciate 
them. They’re a key ingredi-
ent in the glue that holds us 
together, part of the mix that 
constitutes what Thomas 
Paine called “so celestial an 
article as freedom.” 

Discussing our problems 
may not solve them, but not 
discussing them certainly 
won’t. A free press is still 
largely where the productive 
substance of such discussions 
happens.

This Thanksgiving, please 
spare a moment of thanks — 
and perhaps a subscription 
check — for your local news-
paper of choice.

Thomas L. Knapp (Twitter: @
thomaslknapp) is director and 
senior news analyst at the Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison Center for 
Libertarian Advocacy Journal-
ism (thegarrisoncenter.org). 

Democracy dies in news deserts
Claiming territory like a 

conquering army, a vast desert 
is on the march. It swallows 
small towns, suburbs and the 
wide expanses of farmland in 
between. Art Cullen is deter-
mined to beat back the tumble-
weeds.

The Storm Lake Times’ edi-
tor and co-owner is battling 
the spread of news deserts, the 

ominous name given to communities without 
local newspapers to expose corruption at City 
Hall and cover high school football rivalries 
under the Friday night lights.

Cullen and his family newspaper — five of its 
10 employees are related — are profiled in the 
documentary “Storm Lake,” which premiered 
Nov. 15 on PBS after generating buzz on the film 
festival circuit. Through directors Beth Levison 
and Jerry Risius’ lens, the twice-weekly Iowa pa-
per is a microcosm of American print media.

“Most people in Storm Lake care about 
community,” Cullen says in the film. “But how 
long does a community support journalism? 
Because now people want to get their news for 
free, and people are saying, ‘Oh well, that’s not 
worth a dollar.’ And that’s not how you sustain 
a democracy.”

Three years after winning a Pulitzer Prize, 
the Storm Lake Times was fighting for sur-
vival. Its struggles mirror those playing out in 
small newsrooms from the heartland to the 
coasts. Print advertising plummeted as busi-
nesses shifted their focus online, where Face-
book, Google and Amazon gobble up nearly 
70% of digital ad dollars.

“Our ads fell off a cliff, just like every other 
newspaper,” says Art’s brother, publisher and 
co-owner John Cullen, who chose to forgo his 
paycheck when he became eligible to receive 
Social Security benefits.

More than 2,000 U.S. newspapers have shut-
tered in the last 15 years, according to journal-
ism professor Penelope Muse Abernathy’s 
research. The communities they covered are 
now news deserts, bereft of both the watchdog 
reporting that makes crooked politicians shud-
der and the positive publicity that makes civic 
boosters beam with pride.

If Art Cullen is a prophet crying out in the 
wilderness, the adage about prophets going 
without honor in their hometown rings true. 
Winning the 2017 Pulitzer for editorial writing 

led to a book deal, speaking engagements and 
a national platform, but it didn’t make Cullen a 
celebrity in Storm Lake. Advertising manager 
Mary Cullen explains in the documentary that 
conservative business owners fumed when her 
brother-in-law was honored for his progressive 
pugilism on the opinion page.

Sales were so dismal last year that the Storm 
Lake Times resorted to crowdfunding to keep 
the paper in print and its reporters on the beat. 
A GoFundMe campaign raised $31,145 to sus-
tain the enterprise.

Comparatively, the Times was lucky. CO-
VID-19 crippled the small businesses that still 
advertise in local papers. The Poynter Institute, 
a journalism training center and think tank, 
reported more than 90 newsroom closures 
during the pandemic.

Crisis brings opportunity, but also opportun-
ists. Some 1,400 online news outlets sprang up 
in the last several years. While some publish 
journalism in the public interest, many are 
news aggregators that provide little original 
content. Others are thinly veiled commentary 
mills bankrolled by conservative and liberal 
megadonors.

Writing for trade publication Editor & Pub-
lisher, Henry Scott reports that 174 American 
local news sites are “managed by intercon-
nected companies headquartered in Dubai, 
Bahrain, and Sydney, Australia.”

“Storm Lake” poses an existential question: 
What happens if we lose the news?

The answer, according to a University of 
Notre Dame study, is local tax increases and 
higher interest rates for government bonds. 
The intangibles might matter even more.

There’s value in having the modern equiva-
lent of a community bulletin board that lists ev-
eryone who was married and buried, announc-
es local fundraisers and showcases Christmas 
parade floats. Visit a news desert and ask folks 
what that kind of resource would be worth to 
them. Far more than a newspaper’s single-
copy price, I’ll bet.

“Storm Lake” is streaming for free on the 
PBS Independent Lens website. Watch the doc-
umentary to find out how one extended family 
and one exceptional paper are weathering the 
news crisis. If it spurs a desire to act, vote with 
your wallet and subscribe to the local newspa-
per in your own community.

The desert is gaining ground, but if we heed 
Art Cullen’s warning, we can make it an oasis.
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If Thanksgiving is so 

good, why do families 

so seldom sit down 

formally at their own 

dining room tables to 

take meals together 

these days?
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Brooks named trustee at NCC
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — Natalie 
Brooks of Nashville has been ap-
pointed to the Nash Community 
College Board of Trustees.

Brooks is a retired elementary 
teacher who also served as an adult 
basic education instructor at NCC. 
She received a Nash County Board 

of Education appoint-
ment to the community 
college’s governing 
board.

“My earliest memory 
of Nash Technical Col-
lege, renamed Nash 
Community College, 
and its positive impact 
on the people began 

with my father attending auto 
mechanic classes,” Brooks said. “I 

enrolled in continuing education 
classes to maintain my teaching 
licensure, and my mother took 
child care classes there to maintain 
her day care license. My daughter 
began her nursing career at Nash 
Community College.”

Brooks fills an unexpired term fol-
lowing Nash County Commissioner 
Mary Wells’ death.

Superior Court Judge Quentin T. 
Sumner administered her oath of 
office during the trustees’ Oct. 18 
meeting. 

“As a retired educator and long-
time resident of Nash County, Ms. 
Brooks brings great perspective 
and a wealth of knowledge to our 
board,” NCC President Lew Hun-
nicutt said. “We look forward to her 
input and leadership as we seek 
to continue to reach current and 

prospective students and meet the 
training and educational needs of 
this community.”

Brooks earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in early childhood edu-
cation from Coppin State University 
and a master’s in elementary educa-
tion from East Carolina University. 
She said she desires to serve at the 
community college in order to make 
a positive difference in the people of 
her community and in the surround-
ing areas. 

“My appreciation for the positive 
impact of Nash Community College 
is authentic,” Brooks said. “I relish 
nothing more than to work col-
laboratively with other like-minded 
individuals to create educational, 
professional and career opportuni-
ties for the citizens of Nash and 
Rocky Mount.”

Brooks

Zebulon man convicted on gun charge
From staff reports

A federal jury last week 
convicted a Zebulon man 
of possession of a firearm 
by a convicted felon in a 
2018 Wendell police chase 
and shooting.

Prosecutors said 
36-year-old Cedrick Tyler 
Armstrong of Zebulon 
was found guilty in a 
two-day trial that ended 
Thursday. He could face 
up to 10 years in prison at 
sentencing.

A Wendell Police De-
partment investigator 
stopped a car with two 
men inside on Oct. 12, 
2018. Authorities say po-
lice tried to remove the 
driver and Armstrong, the 
front-seat passenger, after 
a field test indicated the 

presence of cocaine in a 
small bag found in a glove 
compartment.

The investigator hand-
cuffed the driver’s left 
arm, but prosecutors say 
he and Armstrong re-
mained in the vehicle and 
began driving away, drag-
ging the Wendell officer 
about 25 feet. Despite sus-
taining injuries, he joined 
other Wendell police offi-
cers in giving chase.

The car led police 
through multiple counties 
traveling at more than 100 
mph, according to U.S. At-
torney’s Office spokesman 
Don Connelly.

Connelly said about nine 
shots were fired at police 
from the passenger side of 
the car. Police ended the 
chase for safety reasons, 

and a spent 9mm shell 
casing was found in the 
area.

Authorities found the 
two men at a Beauty Ave-
nue home in Raleigh later 
that night and arrested 
them without incident, 
Connelly said.

While searching the 
home, police found a 9mm 
handgun with an extend-
ed magazine hidden in the 
toilet reservoir. Also seized 
were the handcuffs par-
tially placed on the driver, 
a handcuff key, drugs and 
car keys, prosecutors said 
in a news release.

Connelly said the hand-
gun matched the 9mm 
rounds recovered from the 
road and one found inside 
the car.

“A review of Arm-

strong’s phone also re-
covered text messages 
in which he admitted 
to shooting at law en-
forcement,” the release 
states.

Connelly didn’t name 
the driver, who he said 
faces state charges in the 
case.

U.S. District Judge 
James C. Dever III pre-
sided over Armstrong’s 
trial at the Raleigh federal 
courthouse.

Wendell police inves-
tigated Armstrong with 
help from the Zebulon 
and Raleigh police depart-
ments, the Wake County 
and Johnston County 
sheriffs’ offices and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives. 

Wendell Falls fire, EMS station opens 
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

WENDELL — People in the Wen-
dell Falls area have been seeing 
quick response times from firefight-
ers and medics thanks to the Wen-
dell Falls Public Safety Center.

The 16,349 square-foot facility 
held its opening celebration and 
ribbon cutting on Nov. 9. The sta-
tion officially opened on April 20, 
2020, but the celebration was de-
layed due to COVID-19.

“We needed this station,” said 
Fire Chief Brian Staples. “Our call 
volume is increasing. We needed to 
get out here, and we appreciate the 
county partnering and building this 
station to get us out here.”

The station on Taylor Street will 
allow Wendell Fire and Wake EMS 
to respond to calls on Interstate 
87 faster, Staples said. Before the 
Wendell Falls station was built, fire-
fighters were coming from Wendell 
Boulevard.

“This is quickly becoming our 
busiest station,” he added. “We run 
from Hodge Road to Arendell Av-
enue out there on 87 every day, it 
seems like.”

The new station has cut the de-
partment’s response time by about 
seven minutes, Staples added.

“Last year, we ran over 2,500 
calls. This year, we’ll probably go 

over that number,” he said. “We’re 
here to help the citizens of not only 
Wendell but eastern Wake County 
and anybody passing through our 
area.”

Wake County EMS is also happy 
to have the station, according to 
EMS Director Dr. José Cabañas. 
The entire region is growing, and 
it’s critical to have stations where 
that growth is highest, he said.

“By being at this location, it will 
provide us better access to the east 
side of the county and these grow-
ing communities so we can provide 
that high-quality service that our 
community expects,” Cabañas said. 
“Responses to those life-threaten-
ing conditions are critical, so we 
want to make sure we have the re-
sources to manage that demand for 
service, which we expect to keep 
growing based on just density and 
growth.”

The Wake County Fire Com-
mission has known Wendell Falls 
needed a station for years, accord-
ing to Fire Commissioner Lucius 
Jones, who represents Wendell on 
the commission.

He said the station first went on 
the budget around 18 years ago. 
However, the economic downturn 
in 2008 caused it to be pushed to 
the back burner. However, the fire 
commission kept it on the list and 
kept fighting for it.

“It’s a great sense of accomplish-
ment by the fire commission to 
have the foresight to stick with 
this,” Jones said.

He called the station his “swan 
song,” saying he will retire from 
the fire commission after 22 years. 
Leaving is bittersweet, but Jones 
said he’s proud of what he achieved 
and would continue to support the 
fire department.

The building provides another 
full-time EMS crew for the town, 
according to Mayor Virginia Gray. 
She added that she’s thankful for 
the support of the county and the 
fire department as Wendell contin-
ues to grow and thrive.

The Wendell-Holmes Fire Dis-
trict is independent of the town but 
works closely with it and the coun-
ty. It covers around 21,000 people, 
Gray said. The Wendell Falls station 
is the third in the district.

It’s also the first clean energy 
building to be built by Wake Coun-
ty, according to county Board of 
Commissioners Chair Matt Cal-
abria. Other buildings have been 
retrofit to be considered clean, but 
the Wendell Falls station was built 
with solar panels and other clean 
energy initiatives.

The fire station produces around 
30 kilowatt-hours annually. That 
will offset about 25% of the build-
ing’s energy use, Calabria said.

Wake County Fire Services Director Darrell Alford speaks from the podium during a grand opening ceremony for the the 
Wendell Falls Public Safety Center. Listening are, from left, Dr. José Cabañas, county commissioners’ Chair Matt Calabria, 
Mayor Virginia Gray, Fire Commissioner Bob Stagg, Fire Commissioner Lucius Jones, former fire chief Tom Vaughan and 
Fire Chief Brian Staples. Amber Revels-Stocks | Restoration NewsMedia 



For The Enterprise 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — 
The N.C. Wesleyan College 
women’s basketball team lost a 
thrilling game to Virginia Wes-
leyan College on Saturday, fall-
ing 65-62 on a game-winning 
Marlins three-pointer at the 
buzzer.

N.C. Wesleyan trailed the 
Marlins 62-59 with 15 seconds 
left before a Kayla Johnson 
three-pointer tied the game at 
62 with six seconds to play. 

VWU’s hottest shooter, Jes-
sica Jennings, made the game-
winning three at the final horn 
to steal a win for the Marlins.

VWU improved to 1-3 with the 
victory while sending the Bish-
ops to 2-3. Jennings finished 
with 21 points for VWU on 5 of 
8 threes while Johnson scored 
15 points on just 3 of 11 shoot-
ing from the three-point line.

After one quarter, the evenly 
matched teams were tied at 15 
points apiece before the Bish-
ops outscored the Marlins 18-
11in the second quarter to take 
a 33-26 lead at intermission.

An even third quarter saw 
the teams each score 17 points, 
giving NCWC a 50-43 lead 
going into the final quarter. 
Unfortunately for the Bishops, 
VWU would outscore NCWC 
22-12 in the fourth to grab the 
win. 

VWU shot 43% overall and 
40% from three while N.C. 
Wesleyan shot nearly 36% but 
struggled from three, going 
just 5 of 22 overall.

Junior forward Kayrisma 
Harrison led the Bishops with a 
game high of 22 points and 12 
rebounds for a double-double 
while shooting 10 of 18 from 
the floor. She also added two 
assists, a steal and a block, 
while Johnson chipped in three 
assists.

Sophomore guard Deonna 
Adams scored 6 points with 
three boards and two helpers 
while sophomore forward Na-
dia Simmons scored 4 points 

with six rebounds, two assists, 
a block and a team-high three 
steals. 

Guards Areina Harris and 
Nyesha Best also combined for 

9 points and seven rebounds 
off the bench, while senior 
point guard Keorra Taylor re-
corded three assists, 4 points 
and four rebounds. 

Sports The Enterprise
www.springhopeenterprise.com
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Daniel signs with Meredith softball
By Andrew Schnittker
aschnittker@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-

7807 | Twitter: @aschnitt53

Playing college softball has 
long been a dream for Alexa 
Daniel, a three-year player for 
Southern Nash’s varsity team. 
That dream has now been re-
alized, as Daniel signed with 
Meredith College to continue 
her softball career. 

Daniel also spoke with and 
explored North Carolina Wes-
leyan University and Queens 
University, but, due to the abili-
ty to stay close to home and the 
connection she felt with Mer-
edith head coach Kim Scavone, 
becoming an Avenging Angel 
was an easy choice for her. 

“I went to visit, I walked the 

campus, I saw some of the 
girls and loved it,” Daniel said. 
“The coach was amazing. So 
that was honestly why it ended 
up being my first choice. The 
coach was probably my favor-
ite. She was so great. She’s so 
happy. They’re all so welcom-
ing. The girls were great. So 
that’s honestly why I went 
straight to Meredith.”

Daniel pitched and played 
the infield for Southern Nash, 
but she said that she’s likely 
just going to pitch for Mer-
edith. She’ll head to Meredith 
in January, so her career as a 
Firebird has already come to 
an end. 

And it was a spectacular ca-
reer. Daniel compiled a .372 
batting average, 32 hits and 

scored 25 runs in her high 
school career. In the circle, she 
has not lost a start. 

Daniel started out as a left 
fielder her freshman year, but 
had the start of her high school 
career delayed as she missed 
three weeks with a concussion. 
Then, in her sophomore year, 
Southern Nash played just four 
games before the spring season 
was wiped out due to the pan-
demic. 

Daniel enjoyed a truly spe-
cial junior year in the spring 
of 2021, batting .436, and, in 
the circle, going 5-0 with four 
complete games, three shut-
outs and a no-hitter. She was 
a clutch player, according to 
her head coach, Scott Collie, 
with her exploits including a 

15-strikeout one-hitter against 
rival Northern Nash, and driv-
ing in both the tying and go-

ahead run in the 3-A Big East 

Southern Nash’s Alexa Daniel recently signed to play softball at 
Meredith College. Contributed photo

Wesleyan’s Crank  
named Offensive  
Rookie of the Year
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — N.C. 
Wesleyan College running back 
Trevon Crank is the USA South 
Athletic Conference’s Offensive 
Rookie of the Year.

A freshman from Gastonia, 
Crank becomes the fifth Battling 
Bishop to earn the USA South 

football offensive 
rookie honor and 
the first since the 
2010 season. He led 
all conference rook-
ies in rushing yards 
per game (81.6), 
yards per carry 
(5.9) and touch-
downs (5). 

In USA South contests, Crank 
was tied for second in the 
league, averaging 5.9 yards per 
carry, and fourth in total yards 
with 571. 

For his efforts this fall, Crank 
is named to the All-Conference 
Second Team as a running back 
while collecting USA South 
Offensive Rookie of the Week 
honors twice.

Also receiving individual All-
Conference honors for football 
are Huntingdon’s Landon Cot-
ney, who was named Offensive 
Player of the Year. His coach, 
Mike Turk, earned Coach of the 
Year honors. 

Brevard’s Steffon Canady 
was named Defensive Player 
of the Year, LaGrange’s Cam-
eron Grady grabbed Defensive 
Rookie of the Year and Meth-
odist’s Kobe Praylow earned 
Special Teams Player of the 
Year to round out the individual 
accolades.

Additionally, the USA South 
recognized an All-Sportsman-
ship Team, consisting of one 
member from each competing 
school who coaches felt dis-
played the best sportsmanship 
this season.

All honors are determined by 
votes from the football coach at 
each institution.

Bishop men dunk their way past MACU
Wesleyan wins 97-67
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — The N.C. Wesleyan 
College men’s basketball team cruised 
to a big 97-67 win over Mid-Atlantic 
Christian University on Nov. 17 from a 
raucous Everett Gymnasium.

Wesleyan outscored the Mustangs 41-
29 in the first half after getting out to a 
slow start. The Bishops then began the 
second half on a 16-8 run to double their 
lead to 20 points before posting 56 points 
in the half to run away with the game. 

The closing minutes featured some 
highlight-reel dunks and alley-oops from 
the Bishop underclassmen as they cel-
ebrated their win.

NCWC shot 52% overall for the game 
and 37% from three-point land while 
holding MACU to just 36% shooting and 
only 21% from three.

Sophomore forward Kyron Kelly 

led the Bishops with 14 points and 10 
rebounds off the bench for his first 
double-double of the season. He also 
added two assists and a block while ju-
nior point guard Brayden Dixon scored 
13 points and a team-high four steals 
to go along with his two helpers. 

Senior wing Damon McDowell added 
13 points with four rebounds and two 
steals.

Also finishing in double figures were 
sophomore guards Khalid Hinds and 
Austin Manley, who scored 10 points 
apiece. Manley brought down six re-
bounds while Hinds posted three assists, 
three rebounds and a steal. 

Junior forward Isaiah Lewis added 9 
points and a block, while guards Marquis 
Eskew and Dylan Drinkwater each tal-
lied team bests of four assists.

The Bishops improved to 4-2 on the 
season while dropping the Mustangs to 
1-4. After a week off, Wesleyan faces the 
UNC Greensboro Spartans on the road 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday.

N.C. Wesleyan handily defeated Mid-Atlantic Christian University 97-67 on Nov. 17. 
Contributed photo 

Crank

Bishops edged at buzzer

Kayla Johnson dribbles the ball during N.C. Wesleyan’s Saturday matchup with Virginia Wesleyan College. 
Johnson finished the game with 15 points. The Battling Bishops lost 65-62. Contributed photo 

Virginia Wesleyan wins on clutch 3-pointer

See DANIEL, 2B



By Lindell J. Kay
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252-265-8117

Topsail Island has its 
share of skeletons.

From pirates to wartime 
submarine casualties, 
bones of the long dead 
have been washing ashore 
on the beaches of the 
26-mile-long Outer Banks 
isle for centuries.

It’s not unusual for an 
occasional bone to be 
found mixed with sea-
shells. A little less typical 
is the skull-less skeleton-
ized torso pulled from 
the Atlantic Ocean at the 
southern tip of Topsail 
three decades ago.

Beach bones are among 
the most difficult cases 
to solve because they 
could have come from 
literally anywhere in the 
world, said Clyde Gibbs, 
a medical examiner spe-
cialist responsible for all 
unidentified bodies found 
statewide.

“Some of these bodies 
went missing in South 
Carolina or Virginia,” 

Gibbs said. “Some even 
died at sea. We’ve even 
had two that were actually 
buried at sea and their 
containers were breached 
due to a hurricane, then 
the bodies wash ashore 
still embalmed.”

Using fingerprints, 
dental records, X-rays 
and ever-advancing DNA 
technology, investigators 
attempt to identify bones 
whenever they end up on 
the beaches of North Car-
olina. Autopsy examina-
tions help reveal cause of 
death, approximate age, 
race, gender and other ba-
sic facts about decedents.

But skeletal remains, 
especially those ravaged 
by the sea, offer few clues. 
That’s why beach bones 
frustrate law enforcement 
officers and medical ex-
aminers alike.

Washed ashore, un-
earthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the 

woods, discovered in 
abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads and located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 

100 bodies remain un-
identified in North Caro-
lina. This is one of their 
stories.

“We keep DNA profiles 
of all the unidentified bod-
ies that come through the 
system,” Gibbs said. 

The torso found in 1991 
is one of the exceptions. 
The remains were de-
stroyed before samples 
could be taken. That 
happened prior to Gibbs’ 
tenure caring for the more 
than 100 unidentified re-
mains at the N.C. Office 
of the Chief Medial Exam-
iner in Raleigh.

Authorities cremated 
the torso and scattered its 
ashes at sea. DNA sam-
ples were not gathered 
in the case because the 
process was too expensive 
30 years ago, according to 
medical examiners.

A passing boater spot-
ted the torso about half a 
mile offshore, just beyond 
the breakers on Aug. 
1, 1991. The U.S. Coast 
Guard responded and re-
covered the remains.

“The body was severely 

decomposed. It was im-
possible to tell how the 
person died, or whether 
all the limbs had been 
intact when the man 
entered the water,” ac-
cording to an entry in the 
National Missing and Un-
identified Person System 
under case number 2644.

The torso is believed to 
have belonged to a 20- to 
50-year-old white man 
who was 6 feet to 6 feet, 
1 inch tall and of an un-
known weight, hair and 
eye color.

Investigators submit-
ted the torso’s right hand 
to the N.C. State Bureau 
of Investigation, but it 
remains unclear whether 
any prints were ever 
obtained, according to 
information from the Doe 
Network, a volunteer-run 
international clearing-
house for unidentified and 
missing persons.

No clothing, jewelry or 
additional personal items 
were recovered with the 
torso.

While most John Does 
and Jane Does are iden-

tified within a week of 
being found these days, 
beach bones are almost 
never identified. The case 
of the 1991 torso is closed, 
according to the Topsail 
Beach Police Department, 
citing prior exhaustive 
attempts to identify the 
remains.

Cases like this are most 
often solved with the 
public’s help, according 
to a statement from the 
Pender County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the case is 
asked to call the N.C. 
Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner at 919-743-
9000. The agency case 
number is 91-681.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series examin-
ing the more than 120 cas-
es of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina. News Edi-
tor Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope 
and other Restoration 
NewsMedia newspapers.

UNIDENTIFIED
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Conference championship game 
against Franklin. 

“I’m just really, really proud 
of her, because like I said, she 
grew up,” Collie said. “She 
took that step that all great 
players have to take. She went 
from being a complimentary 
piece as a freshman and a 
sophomore to being one of our 
main cogs, one of our key cogs 
last year.”

Daniel will leave a lasting 
impact on the Southern Nash 
program, both on and off the 
softball field. 

“She’s competitive,” Collie 
said. “When she steps on the 
field, she’s all business. When 

she’s in the circle, she’s just 
completely focused. Like I said, 
she’s a hard worker. Those are 
things that you have to have. 
One of the things that I was 
really proud of this year was 
she really took on a leadership 
role. We had a JV team this 
past year, and she was really 
good about trying to help when 
they had games, keeping the 
scorebook, taking on some of 
them and taking on a leader-
ship role. I was really proud 
of that. She just made some 
tremendous strides during her 
time in the program.” 

Daniel, the daughter of Tiffa-
ny and Jason Daniel, currently 
has a 3.875 GPA as she’s set to 
graduate next month. She also 
played for the Carolina Gold 
Fast Pitch Softball Team, and 
works at Vitality Nutrition in 

Wilson. 
She previously played vol-

leyball both for Southern Nash 
and the Bunn club team, but, 
over the past two years, turned 
her focus completely to soft-
ball as she sought to make her 
dream of playing at the next 
level a reality. 

“It honestly means the world 
to me,” Daniel said. “My whole 
life, I’ve always wanted to play 
softball. When I was like eight 
years old, me and my Dad 
would sit in the living room 
and watch girls play in college. 
Ever since then, I have always 
dreamed of doing it. So getting 
to do it is absolutely incredible 
to me and my whole family.”

Daniel credits her time at 
Southern Nash for getting to 
play at the next level. 

She said the tutelage of the 

Southern Nash coaches, in-
cluding Collie has helped her 
get to where she is now. Daniel 
said that Southern Nash as-
sistant coach Melanie Hicks in 
particular, who played college 
softball at Lander University 
from 2012 to 2015, has helped 
her get ready for what life will 
be like as a student-athlete. 

“A lot of how I am today, I’ll 
put it all on coach Hicks,” Dan-
iel said. “Her being a student 
athlete in the past has defi-
nitely shaped me into who I am 
today. So it’s prepared me a lot 
for it. Playing under the lights 
there and seeing the people 
from your school come to sup-
port you, and all of Spring 
Hope comes when we get to 
the playoffs. Everyone is so 
proud of our community.”

Daniel looks forward to rep-

resenting Southern Nash at the 
college level, following in the 
footsteps of the likes of Ricki 
Bartley and Kierstin Cooper, 
two former Firebirds softball 
players now playing at Barton 
College. 

“It’s honestly great,” Daniel 
said. “And it’s so crazy, because 
I see all of my friends going to 
play football at (N.C. State). 
All of the guys always end up 
representing Southern Nash, 
so being a girl to go represent 
Southern at the next level is 
amazing. … Honestly just get-
ting to be in the same group as 
(Bartley and Cooper) and being 
some of the few girls that go 
represent Southern Nash, es-
pecially coming out of softball, 
it’s amazing getting to know 
that I’m going to represent 
Southern Nash.”

Daniel
continued from page 1B

Surf City police Officer 
David Beaver holds what 
was believed to be an 11-
inch human bone found on 
the beach in 2011 in this 
picture taken by the late 
Ed Caram, a renowned 
photographer in the coastal 
North Carolina area. The 
bone was later identified 
as belonging to an animal. 
Actual human remains that 
wash ashore are rarely 
identified, according to 
authorities. Contributed photo

Ocean torso’s identity remains unknown
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71-year-old Bailey 
man accused of 
selling cocaine
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — The 
Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested two 
drug dealer suspects in 
separate cases last week, 
including a 71-year-old 

Bailey man 
accused of 
selling co-
caine.

“These ar-
rests are part 
of Sheriff 
Keith Stone’s 
Gangs, Guns 
and Drugs ini-
tiative,” said 
Chief Deputy 
Brandon Me-
dina of the 
Nash County 
Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Both men 
were charged 
on outstand-

ing arrest warrants.
Moses Lee Jones, 71, of 

Old Smithfield Road near 
Bailey, faces four counts 
each of selling and deliv-
ering cocaine, maintaining 
a dwelling for a controlled 
substance and possession 

with intent to sell and de-
liver cocaine.

Diamonta Stephonzo 
Sumler, 27, of Dana Lane 
in Rocky Mount, faces 
three counts each of sell-
ing and delivering heroin, 
maintaining a dwelling 
for a controlled substance 
and possession with intent 
to sell/deliver heroin.

During Jones’ arrest, 
deputies found more than 
a third of an ounce of crack 
cocaine and a handgun with 
an altered serial number in 
his home, Medina said.

Jones received addition-
al charges of possession 
with intent to sell and de-
liver cocaine, maintaining 
a dwelling for a controlled 
substance, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
possessing a firearm with 
an altered serial number.

Jones is being held on a 
$5,000 bond.

The Wake Forest Police 
Department arrested 
Sumler and transferred 
him to the Nash County 
Detention Center. He paid 
his $60,000 bail shortly 
thereafter.

Garden club seeks stolen cart
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — In perhaps 
a case of no good deed going 
unpunished, someone walked 
off with the Spring Hope Gar-
den Club’s cart while members 
were busy beautifying down-
town.

The missing cart is described 
as a steel mesh Gorilla Cart with 
400-pound load bearing capac-
ity and 10-inch tires, according 
to information provided by Peg-
gy Leggett, the club’s co-chair.

The garden club sprang out 
of the Downtown Development 
Board in April with a goal of 
sprucing up the Spring Hope 
Public Library and Depot Park. 

The gardening enthusiasts 
planted flowers around the 
building.

On Nov. 10, members met and 
performed more work down-
town.

“We had a much-needed, 
beautiful, sunny working day,” 
Leggett said. “Then someone 
absconded with our ‘Little Water 
Wagon.’”

The club has ordered a new 
cart, but it cost $50 more than 
the stolen one, which is valued 
at around $108.

“We have already ordered a 
replacement,” Leggett said. “But 
it went up $51. Bummer.”

Leggett said the club hopes 
the perpetrator quietly returns 
the cart or someone in the com-
munity donates money to cover 

the new one.
Leggett thanked Spring Hope 

Police Officer Patrick Lenhart 
for launching an immediate in-
vestigation.

Lenhart suggested the club 
use a bicycle chain to lock up 
the new cart, Leggett said.

Anyone with information 
about the cart can call the 
Spring Hope Police Department 
at 252-478-5197.

“It bothers me greatly that 
our little town is not as safe as I 
thought,” Leggett said.

A cart like the one pictured was 
stolen from the volunteer garden 
club in downtown Spring Hope on 
Nov. 10. Contributed photo 

Jones

Sumler

Armed heroin trafficker 
sentenced to 15 years
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
city man has been sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison 
and five years of super-
vised release for trafficking 

heroin and 
fentanyl.

James Otis 
Davis Jr., 33, 
was convicted 
of conspiracy 
to distribute 
and posses-
sion with in-
tent to distrib-

ute 1,000 grams or more 
of heroin and a quantity of 
fentanyl; possession with 
intent to distribute a quan-
tity of heroin and fentanyl; 
and possession of a firearm 
in furtherance of a drug 
trafficking crime.

Davis is named in a fed-
eral indictment filed on 
Dec. 16, 2020. He pleaded 
guilty Sept. 21 and received 
his sentence last week.

In July 2019, agents 
learned that the defendant 
was selling heroin and 
fentanyl from hotel rooms 
at American Express Inn 
in Rocky Mount, said Don 
Connelly, public informa-
tion officer for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the 
Eastern District of North 
Carolina.

On Sept. 16, 2019, agents 
conducted a controlled 
purchase of heroin, fentan-
yl and cocaine from Davis, 
Connelly said.

“Agents then executed a 
search warrant at the hotel 
room where the controlled 
purchase took place,” Con-
nelly said. “Davis and his 
8-month-old child were 

present. During the execu-
tion of the search warrant, 
agents seized 33 bindles 
of heroin and fentanyl, 
cocaine, a digital scale, 
currency and a loaded 
.380-caliber handgun.”

On May 6 and June 4, 
2020, agents conducted 
additional controlled 
purchases of heroin from 
Davis.

On June 4, 2020, agents 
executed a search warrant 
on the hotel room Davis 
was using, and the agents 
seized 14.52 grams of 
heroin, cocaine and a 9mm 
handgun, according to 
court records.

On July 2, 2020, authori-
ties conducted a traffic stop 
on Davis’ car. He was alleg-
edly caught with six bin-
dles of heroin and fentanyl.

“Davis admitted that he 
had trafficked more than a 
kilogram of heroin over the 
course of approximately 
six years,” Connelly said.

G. Norman Acker III, 
acting U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of North 
Carolina, thanked the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office for 
its  investigation and As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Scott 
A. Lemmon for serving as 
prosecutor.

This case is part of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Take Back 
North Carolina Initiative, 
emphasizing the regional 
assignment of federal 
prosecutors to work with 
law enforcement and dis-
trict attorney’s offices on 
a sustained basis in those 
communities to reduce the 
violent crime rate, drug 
trafficking and crimes 
against law enforcement.

Davis Jr.
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CLASSIFIEDS

NASH COUNTY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that public 
hearings will be held on Monday, 
December 6, 2021 beginning at 9:00 
a.m. before the Nash County Board 
of Commissioners in the Frederick 
B. Cooper Commissioners Room on 
the third floor of the Claude Mayo, 
Jr. Administration Building located at 
120 West Washington Street, Nash-
ville, NC 27856 to consider:
Text Amendment Request A-211101 
to amend the Nash County Unified 
Development Ordinance Article X, 
Section 10-7.2 (F) to remove the 
reference to the NCDOT Functional 
Classification System and to require 
additional lot width for residential 
lots subdivided on any road with a 
calculated average daily traffic over 
1,000 vehicles.
Conditional Rezoning Request CZ-
210801 made by The East Group on 
behalf of the C. T. Williams Corpora-
tion to rezone approximately 238 
acres owned by L & F Farms LLC, 
located on both sides of Green Pond 

Loop Rd, Bailey, NC 27807 and 
further identified as Nash County 
Tax Map PIN #278500350735 from 
R-40 (Single-Family Residential) 
to RA-20-CZ (Medium Density 
Residential Conditional Zone) for the 
development of the 204-lot Green 
Pond Loop Road Subdivision.
Conditional Rezoning Request CZ-
211102 made by Ned B. Coleman 
& EMA Land Development LLC, 
the property owners, to rezone a 
38.73-acre tract of land located 
on the south side of Bull Head 
Rd, Bailey, NC 27807 and further 
identified as Nash County Tax Map 
PIN #277400351720 from R-40 
(Single-Family Residential) and RA-
20-CZ (Medium Density Residential 
Conditional Zone) to RA-20-CZ 
(Medium Density Residential Con-
ditional Zone) for the development 
of the 49-lot Seamster Phase 2 
Subdivision.
Conditional Rezoning Request CZ-
211101 made by Morgan Properties 
LLC, the property owner, to rezone 
an approximately two-acre tract 
of land located on the south side 

of W NC Highway 97, Middlesex, 
NC 27557 beside the Ferrells Fire 
& Rescue Department and further 
identified as Nash County Tax Map 
PIN #274600387643 and a portion 
of PIN #274600388471 from R-30 
(Single & Two-Family Residential) 
to GC-CZ (General Commercial 
Conditional Zone) for the develop-
ment of a general merchandise retail 
store (Dollar General).
Members of the public are invited to 
attend this meeting and to partici-
pate as permitted by the applicable 
public hearing procedures. Substan-
tial changes to the requests may 
result from the public hearings. The 
full request applications may be re-
viewed on weekdays from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at the Nash County 
Planning & Inspections Department 
on the second floor of the Claude 
Mayo, Jr. Administration Building 
located at 120 West Washington 
Street, Suite 2110, Nashville, NC 
27856 or you may call 252-459-9807 
for more information.
The Enterprise
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Real estate developer sentenced in Ponzi scheme
From staff reports

A Sanford real estate 
developer who claimed to 
own properties in south-
ern Nash County and sur-
rounding areas as part of 
a Ponzi scheme has been 
sentenced to 10 years in 
federal prison.

Joshua Matthew 
Houchins, 36, pleaded 
guilty in June to federal 
charges of wire fraud and 
firearm possession by a 
felon. A judge sentenced 
Houchins last week to a 
decade in prison and three 
years of supervised release. 
He also was ordered to pay 
$1.7 million in restitution to 
the scheme’s victims.

The owner of several 
real estate development 
companies, Houchins 
is accused of swindling 
investors, possessing a 
machine gun as a felon 
and threatening his es-
tranged wife in a photo-
graph wearing a mask and 

tactical vest, 
according to a 
federal indict-
ment.

“With this 
plea, this of-
fice brings to 
justice a dan-
gerous man 

who defrauded numerous 
real estate investors in 
North Carolina and else-
where,” Norman Acker, 
acting U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of North 
Carolina, said in June.

Acker said he’s grateful 
for federal, state and local 
authorities’ combined ef-
forts to ensure Houchins 
pays a serious price for his 
crimes.

From 2014-18, Houchins 
owned and operated 
Rossshire Development, 
Greenstone Ventures and 
Modern South Develop-
ment. He used these limit-
ed-liability corporations to 
defraud real estate inves-
tors, according to federal 

indictments.
“Specifically, Houchins 

solicited investment mon-
ies by telling victims that 
their money would be 
‘put to work’ on a specific 
property, and further rep-
resented that the invest-
ments would be secured 
by deeds of trust filed 
with the county register 
of deeds,” according to 
a press release issued by 
Don Connelly, public infor-
mation officer for the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

Prosecutors say 
Houchins regularly used 
the investment money on 
other projects or for per-
sonal expenses.

“The investor promisso-
ry notes were not secured 
by a deed of trust as prom-
ised. In some instances, 
Houchins did not even 
own the property that was 
the subject of the invest-
ment, and as such, could 
not truthfully grant a deed 
of trust to the investor,” 

Connelly said.
After Houchins diverted 

investor money away from 
the property on which the 
funds were supposed to be 
spent, he failed to develop 
and sell the properties, ac-
cording to the indictment.

“Houchins then default-
ed on the notes by failing 
to pay investors their 
promised returns. The 
investors were unable to 
foreclose upon the invest-
ment properties because 
Houchins had not secured 
the promissory notes 
with a deed of trust filed, 
thereby resulting in losses 
to the investors,” Connelly 
said.

As a part his plea deal, 
Houchins agreed to make 
restitution to all victims 
for losses arising from the 
scheme and any related 
schemes.

A federal grand jury 
began investigating 
Houchins in 2018. Sub-
poenas to Houchins’ at-

torney and various real 
estate companies resulted 
in only a small amount of 
documentation. Houchins 
admitted in a February 
2020 letter that he had 
“destroyed all of the evi-
dence,” according to the 
indictment.

Houchins, who had re-
cently separated from his 
wife, began to send her 
harassing messages. She 
obtained a domestic vio-
lence protection order that 
barred Houchins from 
contacting, threatening or 
harassing her, according 
to court records.

Houchins was con-
victed of writing more 
than $2,000 in worthless 
checks in Moore County 
in 2016, according to the 
N.C. Department of Public 
Safety. The felony convic-
tion means Houchins was 
already prohibited from 
possessing a firearm, but 
the protective order fur-
ther prohibited his gun 

ownership.
In March 2020, 

Houchins told friends that 
his wife had “run to the 
police” and that he has “no 
mercy on a lying rat,” ac-
cording to the indictment.

Around a month 
later, the superseding 
indictment alleges that 
Houchins sent threaten-
ing communications to 
his wife’s friends and fam-
ily members, including 
photographs of Houchins 
wearing a mask and tacti-
cal vest.

The indictment charges 
that following Houchins’ 
arrest, internet searches 
on his electronic devices 
found searches for “killing 
your wife over love.”

At the time of his arrest, 
Houchins had a Ruger 
AR-15, four magazines, a 
double canister magazine 
containing 100 rounds of 
ammunition, two boxes of 
.223-caliber ammunition 
and a tactical vest.

Houchins

Miss Bailey winners announced
For The Enterprise 

BAILEY — A new 
court of queens has been 
crowned.

The 2021 Miss Bailey 
Pageant is in the books, 
with Caroline Proctor be-
ing named Miss Bailey dur-
ing the Nov. 13 competition 
at Southern Nash High 
School. A total of 27 girls 
competed in eight contests.

The winners are Baby 
Miss Paisley Lamm, Mini 
Miss Journee Farmer, Tiny 
Miss Allyson Parsons, 
Little Miss Payten Baines, 
Junior Miss Lexi DeStefa-
no, Teen Miss Greyson Po-
land, Miss Bailey Caroline 
Proctor and Miss Bailey 
Sweetheart Abby Brewer. 
Poland also won an over-
all photogenic award.

Organizer Leigh Deans 
said the pageant was suc-
cessful this year due to its 
sponsors.

“As you shop this 
holiday season, please 
remember to support our 
sponsors,” Deans said.

Sponsors include the 
Bailey Chamber of Com-

merce, Stallings Rental, 
Tonya Stallings and Chris 
Parker, Low Country 
Comfort Co., Rudy’s Truck 
and Trailer Inc., Danny 
and Diane Perry, Ed and 
Kim Rice, Alliance One In-
ternational, Honeysuckle 
Children’s Boutique, Bai-
ley Brother’s Ag. Partner-
ship, Robert and Wade 
Glover Farms, Rob Glover 
Farming, Central East Ag 
Supply Inc., Joel Lamm 
of Lamm Farms, Scott 
Brothers Inc., Vick Fam-
ily Farms, Mary Joyner in 
memory of Mitch Joyner, 
Getsco, Linda Lamm, 
Brantley Farms, Quality 
Equipment, JFS Power 
Equipment Inc., ProEdge 
Sprayers Mfg., Venessa 
Harris, Lyley B’s Business, 
Avanlea Inc., Kimberly 
Mickel, Wright’s Hard-
wood, JAF Transporta-
tion, Terri Strickland, 
Teresa Daniels, Southeast 
Fabricators, Hager Con-
struction, Lake Gaston 
Coffee Co., Mrs. George’s 
Pies, Alan Stone Custom 
Remodel, J.A. Worrell 
Construction Inc., Moore’s 

Body Shop, Rid-A- Pest 
Inc., Wilson Paint & Wall-
paper Center, Etheridge 
Roofing Inc., Hope’s Fur-
niture, Glover Milling Co., 
Tippett’s Lawn Care, Gail 
Brewer, Gloria Crumpler, 
Mike and Andrea Rob-
bins, Angela Edmundson, 
Charles Lewis of South-
ern Mattress Co, Linda 
Lewis, John D. Baker, Kim 
Glover, South End Auto 
Salvage, Carolina Tile Co., 
Jim Pope Builders Inc., 
Sandra Pope Realty, An-
drus Corp., Stewart Home 
Remodel, Exact Tile, 
Timmy Brown, Pittman’s 
Auto Body Repair, Pitt-
man’s Used Parts, Quality 
Preowned Trucks & Cars 
in Wilson, Elite Dance 
Studios, B&H Realty Inc., 
Diversified Gun Dogs and 
Obedience, Wake Forest 
HVAC, Poland Construc-
tion Co., Quality Pr-
eowned Trucks and Cars 
in Wilson, Jamie Pipkin of 
Farm Bureau, Miller Or-
thodontics, Woodard Den-
tistry and the contestants’ 
parents, grandparents and 
families.

The 2021 Miss Bailey queens are pictured in a group portrait following the Nov. 13 pageant 
at Southern Nash High School. Winners are Baby Miss Paisley Lamm, Mini Miss Journee 
Farmer, Tiny Miss Allyson Parsons, Little Miss Payten Baines, Junior Miss Lexi DeStefano, 
Teen Miss Greyson Poland, Miss Bailey Caroline Proctor and Miss Bailey Sweetheart Abby 
Brewer. Poland also won an overall photogenic award. Contributed photo

School social workers raise money for local groups
For The Enterprise

NASHVILLE — The 
Nash County Public 
Schools social worker 
team organized and spon-
sored a district-wide com-
munity service project that 
raised more than $5,000 
for community partners.

The project raised 
$5,395.25. The money 
raised will be donated to 
the following agencies:

• Jo Ann’s Place, a chil-
dren’s advocacy center 
for Nash, Edgecombe 
and Wilson counties. This 
agency provides forensic 
interviews, medical evalu-

ation and other services to 
children who have been 
abused and neglected.

• Special Olympics, 
which offers students with 
different abilities an op-
portunity to compete in 
games designed to maxi-
mize individual strengths.

• Faith Chrisitian Minis-
tries, which provides fur-
niture, clothes, baby items 
and financial assistance to 
families in need.

• Autumn Care, which 
provides housing and care 
to the elderly and others 
who need assisted living 
care.

“All of these agencies 

provide valuable assis-
tance to the families in 
our community. We are 
very happy and excited 
to donate all of the funds 
raised to these organiza-
tions,” said Christine 
Catalano, the school dis-
trict’s executive director 
of strategic planning and 
engagement.

The district’s social 
workers are Sheila P. 
Pittman, lead school 
social worker; Cynthia 
Pritchard, Laysha Wil-
liams, Renee Kerns, Chris-
tina Turner, Samatha An-
drews, Latrice Woodard 
and Monesha Battle.
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