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Make new memories 
this Christmas season

For the last few 
weeks, I’ve been looking 
through newspaper 
archives and searching 
websites and social 
media accounts to find 
Christmas events in the 
six-county area we cover 
with Wide Awake.

I’ve seen the common 
thread of tree-lightings 
and parades, light shows 

and vendor events. Our communities 
enjoy traditional events such as 
visits with Santa and more unique 
experiences, such as Wilson’s Electric 
Light Show at the Whirligig Park.    

There are so many opportunities 
to load the car and head out for both 
free and ticketed events and to make 
memories with the family.

I have fond memories of attending 
Christmas events with my sister and 
parents when I was a little girl in the 
1960s and 1970s growing up in Wilson. 
We’d always visit Santa Claus either 
downtown or at Parkwood Mall and 
go to the annual Christmas parade. We 
also drove to Tarrytown Mall in Rocky 
Mount to see the singing Christmas tree. 
I remember participating in the parade 
several years with a local dance school. 
One year, I wore a very large wrapped 
box and walked through the parade as a 

Christmas present.
I also remember Daddy driving us out 

into the county on a very dark December 
night one year to see a brilliant 
Christmas light display by a local man 
who lived way out in the country. There 
weren’t as many displays with Santas 
and nativity scenes and lots of lights as 
there are now, and it was like magic to 
me.

My husband and I continued many of 
those same traditions with our children. 
To be honest, we enjoyed the parades 
and light shows and Christmas programs 
just as much (and probably more) 
experiencing it all again through the eyes 
of our children. Lucky for us, we’ve been 
able to do it all with a third generation 
now that we have grandchildren.

I’m not sure where we will go and what 
we will do this Christmas season, but we 
will seek out the fun, seek out the lights 
and make some more memories.

I hope you and your family will do 
the same. Flip through the pages of this 
publication and find something that 
sounds like fun in your community or in 
another one close by. Go out there and 
have fun with your family and friends, 
continue your family’s traditions and 
maybe start some new ones.

Lisa Boykin Batts is associate editor of The 
Wilson Times and editor of Wide Awake.
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Staff members at Restoration 
News Media have a few suggestions 
for your holiday enjoyment this 
Christmas.

CREEDMOOR CHRISTMAS TREE  
LIGHTING AND PARADE

Get in the holiday spirit at Friday, 
Dec. 3, when residents gather at 7 
p.m. for the lighting of Creedmoor’s 
Christmas tree in front of City Hall, 
111 Masonic St. Choirs from area 
schools will sing Christmas carols, 
and Santa will make his appearance 
and be available for photos.

Festivities will resume the next morn-
ing, at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, for 
the Christmas parade on Main Street. 
Floats, marching bands and Santa will 
make the parade a special event.

OXFORD LIGHTING OF GREENS  
AND CHRISTMAS PARADE

It should be a festive night in Ox-
ford with the Lighting of the Greens 
event starting at 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 3, followed by the Christmas 
parade at 7. Events start at 4.

BUTNER CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK  
AND PARADE

Enjoy some local entertainment, 
Christmas songs and Christmas tree 
lighting at Butner Gazebo Park start-
ing at 7 p.m., Dec. 3.

The Butner Christmas Parade is 
also back this year, presented by 
The Butner Community Associa-
tion. Don’t miss out on this holiday 
tradition at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4. 
The whole family will enjoy the cars, 
floats, fire trucks, high school march-
ing bands and Santa and Mrs. Claus.

COCOA WITH SANTA AND VENDOR FAIR

Make some special memories with 
your children at this holiday event 
from 1-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 5, at The 
Barn at Vino in Stem. Children can 
decorate a Christmas cookie, make 
an ornament, enjoy hot cocoa and 
write a letter to St. Nick. A photog-
rapher will also be available to take 
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
Check EventBrite for ticket informa-
tion.

CARLEE FARM HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE

Take your holiday shopping list to 
this vendor shopping event from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11, at 
Carlee Farm, 1003 Carlee Farm Road 
in Oxford. 

Children and parents ride together in 
the parade and toss candy to children on 
the street at a recent Butner Christmas 
Parade. This year’s parade starts at 2 
p.m.  Dec. 4.  Restoration News Media file 
photo
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WIDE AWAKE JOHNSTON 
Staff members at Restoration 

News Media have a few suggestions 
for your holiday enjoyment this 
Christmas.

MEADOW LIGHTS

For more than 40 years, folks have 
been loading up the kids and heading 
to Meadow Lights at 4546 Godwin 
Lake Road, Benson, to see a display 
of Christmas lights spread across 30 
acres. Visitors can take a train ride 
through part of the light display and 
visit one of the largest candy stores 
in the state. The store is stocked with 
Christmas and old-fashioned candies 
to satisfy your sweet tooth. Meadow 
Lights continues through Dec. 31.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS ON THE FARM

Also in Johnston County, Christ-
mas Lights on the Farm offers a 
hayride through a country town 
decorated for Christmas as well as a 
field of lights. After the ride, families 
can visit Big Daddy’s General Store 
and purchase old-fashioned candy 
and meet Santa Claus and Bucky the 
reindeer. For an extra treat, visitors 
can toast marshmallows on an open 
fire. The site isn’t open every night in 
December and hours vary, so check 
the website at christmaslightsonthe-
farm.com for details.

LIGHTS ON THE NEUSE

Make some special holiday mem-
ories at Lights on the Neuse on 
Boyette Family Farms in Clayton. 
Take a 20-minute, old-fashioned hay-
ride to see the Christmas lights, enjoy 
some holiday music and visit with 
Santa. Visit lightsontheneuse.com for 
the month’s schedule.

CLAYTON CHRISTMAS VILLAGE  
AND TREE LIGHTING

Have a fun Thursday night with 
your family and friends at this an-
nual event from 5:30-8:30 on Dec. 
2 on Main Street. Santa will arrive 
in a fire truck at 6 p.m., and the tree 
lighting ceremony is at 8 p.m. in 
Town Square. Downtown businesses 
will be welcoming shoppers at open 
house. There will be local perfor-
mances and a doggie costume parade 

as well as a live nativity by Clayton 
First Baptist Church.

KENLY CHRISTMAS PARADE

The traditional nighttime parade 
continues in Kenly this year with the 
parade at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, in 
downtown Kenly.

DRIVE-THRU CHRISTMAS VILLAGE

The Tobacco Farm Life Museum 
in Kenly is bringing back its popular 
attraction, featuring a bigger and bet-
ter Christmas village decorated for 
Christmas. Enjoy the display from 
your car. The event is for walk-thru 
only on Dec. 3 and is free as part of 
Kenly’s holiday kick-off weekend. 
Other days are drive-thru, 6-8 p.m., 
Dec. 4, 10, 11, 17 and 18.

BENSON CHRISTMAS ON MAIN

It won’t take long to get in the hol-
iday spirit at this Main Street event 
starting at 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3, and 
featuring a tree lighting, parade, 
Christmas musical presented by Ben-
son Little Theater, visits with Santa 
and an antique tractor show. 

PRINCETON CHRISTMAS PARADE

Don’t miss the Princeton Christmas 
Parade at 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4. 
Grand marshal for the parade will 
be first responders. The parade is 
presented by the Princeton Women’s 
Improvement Club.

FOUR OAKS CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 
AND PARADE

Head to Barbour’s Grove Park in 
Four Oaks at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3, 
for the lighting of the Christmas tree 
and Christmas Movie in the Park. 
Santa will also be making a stop. The 
annual Four Oaks Christmas Parade 
is the next day at 11 a.m.

ARCHER LODGE COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Plan to spend some time in Archer 
Lodge Saturday, Dec. 4, with lots of 
holiday activities presented by the 
Archer Lodge Community Center. 
The parade starts at 3:30 p.m., fol-

lowed by photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. and the 
tree lighting at 6. There will be inflat-

ables and face painting, as well as 
a Brunswick stew sale. Food trucks 
will be available from 2-7 p.m. 

The Tobacco Farm Life Museum’s Drive-Thru Christmas Village returns this 
December in Kenly. Contributed photo



Staff members at Restoration 
News Media have a few suggestions 
for your holiday enjoyment this 
Christmas.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL’ TRADITION 

Don’t miss the chance to see the 
seasonal presentation of “A Christ-
mas Carol” at Nash County Arts 
Council in Nashville Dec. 3-4 and 
Dec. 10-11 at 7:30 p.m. There will 
also be matinee performances at 2:30 
Dec. 5 and 12. For ticket information 
visit nash-county-arts-council.tick-
etleap.com.

BAILEY TREE LIGHTING

Plan to spend the evening along 
Main Street at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3, 
for the annual lighting of the town’s 
Christmas tree. Music students from 
local schools will be performing at 
the event. Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be on hand to talk to the children and 

hear their Christmas wishes.

BAILEY CHRISTMAS PARADE

Head back to Main Street the next 
day, Saturday, Dec. 4, for the Christ-
mas parade and a day of holiday ac-
tivities from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There 
will be arts and crafts vendors as well 
as food for sale and activities for the 
kids. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be 
back for the celebration and parade 
that starts at 2 p.m.

CHRISTMAS VENDOR EVENT

Do some shopping at The Leaning 
Tree’s Christmas craft and vendor 
event starting at 9:30 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 4, in Bailey. Santa will be 
available for photos if you book in 
advance.

CHRISTMAS IN SPRING HOPE

Take the family to Spring Hope 

from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10, 
for an evening of traditional holiday 
fun. Enjoy the lighting of the town’s 
tree and take a horse and carriage 
ride through town.

WINTER WONDERLAND IN ROCKY MOUNT

Families have a lot to enjoy at 
Imperial Centre for the Arts and 
Science’s free event,Winter Wonder-
land, Sunday, Dec. 12, from 1-5 p.m. 
Kids can see Santa and falling snow 
and enjoy music performances. Don’t 
miss the holiday crafts stations and 
sledding in the courtyard. 

SWING INTO CHRISTMAS

The Tar River Swing Band will 
get you in the mood for the holidays 
with “Swingin’ Around the Christ-
mas Tree.” The event is 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 14, at Dunn Center in 
Rocky Mount. For tickets, visit Tar-
RiverLive.com.

WIDE AWAKE NASH
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The Grinch gets into the holiday spirit 
during the Bailey Christmas Parade 
in 2019. This year’s parade is Dec. 4. 
Restoration News Media file photo 
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WIDE AWAKE WAKE/FRANKLIN 
Staff members at Restoration 

News Media have a few suggestions 
for your holiday enjoyment this 
Christmas.

HILL RIDGE FARMS FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Have you been to this annual 
drive-thru Festival of Lights yet? The 
show features more than 1 million 
lights. In addition to viewing the 
lights, plan to make a stop at the 
country store and farm play park. 
This attraction gets very busy on 
peak nights. For details, visit hill-
ridgefarms.com. Hill Ridge Farms 
is located at 703 Tarboro Road in 
Youngsville.

FRANKLINTON CHRISTMAS PARADE

What better way to celebrate the 
start of the holiday season than with 
a Christmas parade? Plan to attend 
the Franklinton Christmas Parade 
starting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 
2. The parade will run along down-
town’s Main Street.

LIGHTING OF WAKE FOREST

Take the whole family to kick off 
the holiday season at “Lighting of 
Wake Forest,” 6 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 3, at Centennial Plaza. The kids 
will delight in the lighting of the 
20-foot Christmas tree and Santa’s 
arrival in a Wake Forest fire truck. 

TREE LIGHTING AND PARADE  
IN KNIGHTDALE

If you’re closer to Knightdale, you 
can catch the tree lighting ceremony 
Friday, Dec. 3, at Knightdale Station 
Park. The event is from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
The next day, the Christmas parade 
gets started at 2 p.m. at Knightdale 
Station Park.

HOLIDAY ARTISANS MARKET

Take your shopping list to this 
ARTS Wake Forest free event Satur-
day, Dec. 4, and do some shopping at 
the showcase for local crafters and 
artisans.

Dozens of vendors will be selling 
arts and crafts in a wide range of 
prices at Wake Forest Renaissance 

Centre, 405 S. Brooks St.

LOUISBURG CHRISTMAS PARADE

It’s time for the Christmas parade 
in Louisburg. The annual event is 
Sunday, Dec. 5, in downtown Louis-
burg. The parade starts at 3 p.m.

OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS MARKET PLACE

The town of Louisburg is starting 
a new tradition with the inaugural 
“Outdoor Christmas Market Place” 
at the Downtown Louisburg Amphi-
theater Parking Lot, 116 N. Main St. 
The event is noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 5. The market is a great way 
to get some unique Christmas gifts. 
Vendors will be selling handcrafted 
items, and there will also be home-
made treats, Christmas activities and 
music. 

RENAISSANCE CENTER

The Wake Forest Renaissance 
Center is offering several Christ-
mas shows in December. It’s a great 
chance to get in the holiday spirit.

On Dec. 5 the family-friendly show 
“It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like 
Christmas” hits the stage. 

The show includes holiday songs 
presented by local performers.

The show is presented by the Re-
naissance Centre in partnership with 
North Wake Theatre.

“Celtic Angels Christmas” Dec. 
10 and 11 will include vocal and in-
strumental seasonal songs as well as 
Irish favorites, and don’t forget Irish 
dancing. 

“Malpass Family Christmas” fea-
tures brothers Christopher and Tay-
lor Malpass, who will be joined Dec. 
18 by other family members to share 
their musical traditions. The show 
will include country classics, tradi-
tional gospel songs, holiday songs 
and Santa.

For more information, contact the 
Renaissance Centre at 919-435-9458.

MAGIC OF LIGHTS

Hop in the car and take the family 
(or your friends or a date or your 
co-workers) and take in the show. 
Magic of Lights uses LED technol-

ogy and digital animations. Coastal 
Credit Union Music Park at Walnut 
Creek in Raleigh will host the holiday 
light drive thru through Jan. 2. Visit 
magicoflights.com/raleigh for more 
information.

WINTER CONCERT
Wake Forest Community Youth 

Orchestra will hold a free Winter 
Concert at 6 p.m. Dec. 7 at Rolesville 
Baptist Church. Caroline Jones is 
guest soloist. The church is located at 
203 E. Young St., Rolesville. 

This year’s Lighting of Wake Forest is Friday, Dec. 3. Restoration News Media file photo
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Lake Myra 
Christmas Lights 
enthrall thousands
Synchronized show  
in Wendell runs 
through Dec. 31
By Janelle Clevinger

WENDELL — Lake Myra Christ-
mas Lights is considered to be the 
first computerized Christmas light 
display in North Carolina, and now it 
is also one of the largest. A quarter of 
a million lights and special effects put 
on a 25-minute light show, synchro-
nized to holiday music, every night in 
downtown Wendell, weather permit-
ting, until Dec. 31.

Founder and show producer Don 
Williams is especially excited about 
his 2021 show, not only because 
COVID-19 restrictions have been 
relaxed but because there are many 
new aspects of the light show that he 
is ready to unveil.

“This show is basically brand new,” 
Williams said. “We have a new layout 
that allows you to walk around the 
lights and even walk through our gi-
ant 50-foot tree. We also have a snow 
machine.”

In previous years, the show was 
a mixture of “drive-in theater” and 
“winter concert.” 

This year you can still sit in your 
car, watch the show and tune into 
103.3 FM on your radio dial to listen 
to the show’s music, but you can 
also take advantage of the walkway 
that now winds its way through the 
display. Another option is to bring a 
lawn chair and watch the show from 
one location.

The light show will not run if it is 
raining, snowing or too much water 
is still standing from earlier rains.

“We completely shut this down in 
bad weather,” Williams said. “Elec-
trical work and computers are ex-
pensive, and I can’t take any chances 
with ruining any of it.”

Williams said that the Lake Myra 
Christmas Lights page on Facebook 
is updated nearly every day and will 
post weather announcements when 
needed.

There is no admission charged at 
Lake Myra Christmas Lights, but do-
nation boxes are located around the 
display. Williams has never charged 
money to view the display and never 
plans to charge. He wants all kids 
and families to be able to experience 
the light show for free.

A LIFELONG FASCINATION WITH LIGHTS

Williams has been fascinated with 
Christmas lights and displays since 
he was a young boy.

“I’ve been doing this all my life,” 
said Williams, who just turned 75. 
“I’ve been messing with lights since 
I was 8 years old. My family loved 
Christmas lights, but they didn’t love 
lights like I did!”

In the 1990s, Williams found out 
about computer technology that 
could help run lighting shows, and 
in 1997 he became the first person in 
North Carolina to produce a comput-
er-run, synchronized Christmas light 
show. 

Several neighbors soon joined in 
the Christmas decorating festivities 
and before long, the area was crowd-



ed with visitors who traveled to 
see their light show. There were 
so many visitors, in fact, that traffic 
congestion was becoming a real 
problem.

Williams knew that if he was 
going to continue and expand his 
holiday light show, he would need 
a new, less-congested location for 
it. He asked the town of Wendell 
for a downtown spot to host the 
display and that is where it has 
been located for the last 10 years. 
A corner lot at 10 S. Cypress St., 
now serves as the home for the 
annual Lake Myra Christmas 
Lights show.

Visitors from more than 30 
states have seen the Lake Myra 
Christmas Lights show, and a few 
years ago it was selected by the 
Travel Channel as one of four 
“most extreme” light displays in 
the country.

The Lake Myra Christmas 
Lights run nightly from Nov. 24 
through Dec. 31 from 5:30 to 
10 p.m. For weather cancella-
tion information, visit the Lake 
Myra Facebook page for daily 
updates. 
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Make a 
trip to 
Wendell 
this 
Christmas 
season to 
see Lake 
Myra 
Christmas 
Lights. 
Contributed 
photo
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Staff members at Restoration 
News Media have a few suggestions 
for your holiday enjoyment this 
Christmas.

TRAIN OF LIGHTS

Kids will be happy to hear that 
Wilson Parks and Recreation’s Train 
of Lights is back this year. Families 
love the very popular tradition of 
riding the Recreation Park’s minia-
ture train, viewing the holiday light 
display and listening to festive music. 
Hours are 5:30 to 9 p.m., Thursday 
through Sunday only, Dec. 2-19. 
Rides are $2 each and are cash only. 
Hot chocolate and cookies are sold to 
support Special Olympics in Wilson 
County. Monday, Dec. 6, will be spe-
cial needs night. Rides that night are 
for anyone with special needs and 
their family and will be free.

ELECTRIC LIGHT FANTASY

Pack the family in the car and head 
to Wilson’s Vollis Simpson Whirligig 
Park for the holiday laser and music 

extravaganza. The gigantic whirli-
gigs are the backdrop for the light 
show. The show is Thursday-Sunday 
Dec. 2-5 and 9-12. There are three 
shows each night starting at 6 p.m. 
Tickets must be purchased in ad-
vance through WAWtix.com; none 
will be sold at the site. 

CHRISTMAS CABARET

Theatre at Barton welcomes the 
holiday season with festive stories 
and holiday music presented by stu-
dents, faculty and members of the 
Barton College family in Kennedy 
Family Theatre at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 3. 
Seating is limited, and reservations 
must be made in advance at www.
barton.edu/theatre. Temperatures 
will be taken, and face masks are 
required.

CHRISTMAS WITH ELVIS

Matt Lewis with the Long Live 
the King Orchestra will perform as 
Elvis in this 7:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 
3, show in Wilson’s Boykin Center. 
You’ll be sure to get in the Christ-
mas frame of mind as you take a 
walk down memory lane with such 
favorites at “Blue Christmas,” “I’ll 
Be Home for Christmas” and “Here 
Comes Santa Claus.” Expect more 
songs from the classic Elvis reper-

toire as well. For ticket information, 
visit wilsonarts.com.

WILSON CHRISTMAS PARADE

Familes will line up in downtown 
Wilson for the annual parade start-
ing at 11 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 4. This 
year’s theme is “Traditional Christ-
mas.” Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
make a grand appearance.

FESTIVE ON THE FARM

Deans Farm Market will hold a 
Christmas Open House from noon 
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 5, at the farm 
on N.C. 42. There will be a few local 
crafts vendors, Christmas music, a 
lunch food truck, food samples and 
barrel train rides.

ART SPIN

Historic Downtown Wilson cel-
ebrates the season with a holiday 
version of ArtSpin — A Downtown 
Arts Experience. Shops and galleries 
will welcome visitors to participate 
in more than 14 arts experiences in-
cluding hands-on crafts. Enjoy a ride 
in a holiday wagon and travel to the 
locations for art and shopping. The 
event, presented by Wilson Arts and 
Wilson Downtown Development, is 
Dec. 11, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Electric Light Fantasy returns to Wilson’s Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park in December. Tickets must be purchased in advance at 
WAWtix.com. Restoration News Media file photo
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WIDE AWAKE EVENTS
DECEMBER 1
Stained Glass Christmas Ornaments 
Class
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 Tarboro St. 
W., Wilson

Make old-fashioned stained glass Christmas 
ornaments in a two-day class Art Happens on Tar-
boro. For more information or to reserve a seat call 
Kim S. Joy at 252-650-2530 or stop by the studio. 
Advance registration required.

DECEMBER 2-5 AND 9-12 
Wilson Energy presents Electric Light 
Fantasy: A Holiday Laser and Music 
Extravaganza
Three shows each evening on the hour 
beginning at 6
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park, 301 
Goldsboro St. S., Wilson

Imagine colorful laser beams dancing across the 
sky to a backdrop of gigantic spinning whirligigs 
at this second annual drive-in laser show. Add in 
holiday music, a little synchronization, and you 
have an extravaganza of sight and sound.  Tickets 
will not be sold on site. Purchase tickets through 
WAWtix.com at WilsonWhirligigPark.org/ELF. 
Purchase a souvenir cup to commemorate the 
Electric Light Fantasy. The cup will hold 20 ounces 
of your favorite beverage and lights up different 
colors with a click of a button. You will receive 
your souvenir cup upon check-in to your selected 
showing of ELF. With each souvenir cup, you will 
receive your choice of soda or water and a sealed 
bag of popcorn. The food/beverage package will be 
distributed as you check-in to your selected show. 
Proceeds from the sales will benefit the Gig360 
Young Professional group and the Vollis Simpson 
Whirligig Park & Museum non-profit.

DECEMBER 2
Teens Talk Books
4 to 5:30 p.m.
Wilson County

Teens are invited to a Zoom Book Talk featuring 
The Giver by Lois Lowry. 

DECEMBER 2
Barton Art Galleries Seniors and 
Juried Student Show
5 to 7 p.m.
Case Art Building, Whitehead Ave., Wilson

Students within the School of Visual, Performing 
and Communications Arts will have their works or 
representations of their work on view in the Bar-
ton Art Galleries through Dec. 10 with a reception 
Dec. 2; a gallery talk is at 6 p.m. For additional 
information or to reserve a time to visit, contact 
Maureen O’Neill, director of exhibitions and ed-
ucational programming, at artgalleries@barton.
edu or 252-399-6476. Barton Art Galleries requests 
visitors to make a reservation in advance of their 
planned visit.

DECEMBER 3
Open Studio at Art Happens on 
Tarboro
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Need encouragement to finish your stained glass 
project? Or a place to work on your stared stained 
glass project? Art Happens on Tarboro is offering 
Open Studio again.

DECEMBER 3
First Friday at Art Happens on 

Tarboro
5:30-8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Attend First Friday at Art Happens on Tarboro 
and learn how to care for stained glass art.

DECEMBER 3
Christmas Cabaret
7:30 to 9 p.m.
Kennedy Family Theatre, Woodard Street,  
NE Woodard Street Northeast, Wilson

Join Theatre at Barton and celebrate the season 
with festive stories and traditions and some of 
your favorite holiday music performed by stu-
dents, faculty and members of the Barton College 
family. Seating is limited, and reservations must 
be made in advance at:  www.barton.edu/theatre. 
Temperatures will be taken and face masks are 
required. 

DECEMBER 3
Matt Lewis and Long Live the King 
Orchestra
7:30 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 108 Nash St., 
Wilson

Wilson Arts and Boykin Series 24 Present 
“Christmas with Elvis: Matt Lewis and Long Live 

Expect a variety of gift items at this year’s Wake Forest Holiday Artisans Market. Contributed photo
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the King Orchestra”at the Edna 
Boykin Cultural Center. The show 
will include such holiday tunes as 
“Blue Christmas”  and “Here Comes 
Santa Claus” as well as other classic  
Elvis songs. Tickets are available by 
visiting wilsonarts.com to purchase 
online through an Tix link. Call 252-
291-4329 for other options.  Due to 
concerns about COVID-19, the Boy-
kin Center requires masks for those 
who are not vaccinated, and highly 
recommends masking for all perfor-
mance attendees.

DECEMBER 4
Wake Forest Holiday 
Artisans Market
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Wake Forest Renaissance 
Centre For the Arts, 405 Brooks 
St., Wake Forest

The Holiday Artisans Market is a 
unique shopping experience featur-
ing a variety of arts and crafts in a 
wide range of prices. This year you 
can shop a second outdoor location 
at the Forks Cafeteria. This year’s 

show features more than 60 artists 
and crafters. Conceived as a show-
case for area artists and craftspeople, 
this juried market features hand-
made items from potters, fine artists, 
photographers, woodworkers, fiber 
artists, jewelry artists and more. The 
Market is free and open to the public

DECEMBER 5
Rolesville Christmas Parade
12 to 3 p.m.
Main Street, Rolesville

Come out to join the communi-
ty and see the man in the red suit. 
What a way to officially kick off the 
holiday season. Pre-parade activities 
kick off at noon in the parking lot of 
Rolesville Elementary School with 
games, singing and other activities 
sponsored by Exchange Church 
Rolesville. 

DECEMBER 6-10
Family Fun Craft-to-Go Kits: 
Popsicle Ornament Craft
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Crocker Library, 114 S. Main St., 
Stantonsburg

Make a fun popsicle stick orna-
ment craft. Each participant will 
receive supplies to make a snow per-
son, festive tree and Saint Nick orna-
ment. Note that all library locations 
will close Thursday, Dec.  9 for staff 
training.

DECEMBER 6 TO 10
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Black Creek Library, 103 Central 
Ave., Black Creek

Create your own custom paper 
snow globe with these kits. Pick up 
a kit at the library while supplies 
last. Note that all library locations 
will close Thursday, Dec.  9, for staff 
training.

DECEMBER 6-22
Holiday Greeting Card To-
Go Craft
10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Wilson County Public Library, 
249 Nash St. N., Wilson

 Pick up a kit for ages 13 and up 
to craft handmade holiday greeting 
cards for friends and family.  Kits 
include two cards, scrapbook paper, 
die-cut holiday shapes, gemstones, 
buttons, holiday trim and a glue 
stick. Visit the circulation desk to 
pick up your kit beginning Dec. 6, 
while supplies last. Limit one kit per 
person. For more information, con-
tact Naija Speight at 252-237-5355 
ext. 5074 or nspeight@wilson-co.
com.

DECEMBER 9
Wilson Arts Ribbon-Cutting 
Celebration
11 a.m. 
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St., Wilson

The Wilson Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting an official ribbon-cut-
ting to celebrate the relocation and 
newly renovated Wilson Arts Center.

DECEMBER 10
Holiday Happy Hour Sip & 
Shop at Wilson Arts
5-9 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St., Wilson

Join Wilson Arts for a festive adult 
beverage, some holiday cheer, and 
the perfect opportunity to shop for 
exclusive artisan-made items in 
Wilson Art’s Holiday Gallery Gift 
Shop. There will be staff on hand to 
provide “elf help” if you need some 
assistance.

DECEMBER 10-11
Celtic Angels
Times vary
The Wake Forest Renaissance 
Centre For the Arts, 405 S. 
Brooks St., Wake Forest

The Renaissance Centre’s Christ-
mas Jubilee Concert features Celtic 
Angels Christmas. The Celtic Angels, 
Celtic Knights and Angel Dancers 
with Trinity Band Ensemble of Dub-
lin captivate audiences of all ages 
with the magic of Christmas in a 
show that encompasses vocal and in-
strumental seasonal and Irish favor-
ites along with world class champion 
Irish dancing. This show is a true 
holiday celebration of Christmas in 
Ireland. For ticket information visit 
wakeforestrencen.org.

DECEMBER 11
ArtSpin — A Downtown 
Arts Experience
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Historic Downtown Wilson, 112 
Goldsboro St. E., Wilson

Immerse yourself in more than 
unique arts experiences throughout 
Historic Downtown Wilson. See, try, 
hear, feel and taste creativity. Par-
ticipating organizations include 252 
HQ, ACT! For Youth, Art Happens 
on Tarboro, Artisan Leaf, Barnes 
Corner Gallery, Dance Studio B, Eyes 
on Main Street, Iconostar Art, Imag-
ination Station Science and History 
Museum, Phil’s Music Exchange of 
Wilson, Sallie B. Howard School of 
the Arts, The Selkie, Vollis Simpson 



Wide Awake  |  December 2021  13

Whirligig Museum, Wilson Active Artists Associa-
tion and Wilson Arts.

DECEMBER 11
Holiday Cookie Decorating 101 at 
Wilson Arts
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash St., Wilson

Learn cookie decorating from local baker Nicole 
Thomas of Cole Cole’s Cupcakes and Confections 
during this two-hour workshop at Wilson Arts. 
This workshop is open to all ages, but children 
under 15 must be accompanied by a participating 
adult. To register, visit wilsonarts.com/art-classes/, 
where you can sign up and pay on-line. Call 252-
291-4329 for other options.  Pre-registration is 
required for all Wilson Arts workshops.

DECEMBER 11
Second Saturday at Art Happens on 
Tarboro
5:30 to 8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Second Saturday at Art Happens on Tarboro fea-
tures make it take it.

DECEMBER 15
Stained Glass Circle Necklace Class
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Make a unique stained glass necklace at Art 
Happens on Tarboro. Prior glass cutting experi-
ence a plus. For more information call Kim S. Joy 
at 252-650-2530 or stop by the studio. Advance 
registration required.

DECEMBER 15
Virtual Chat with Joan Howell
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Enjoy a virtual chat with Wilson County his-
torian Joan Howell, who is best known for her 
published works, “Wilson County Cemeteries” vol-
umes 1-5. This program may be viewed on Face-
book and YouTube. For more information, contact 
Tammy Medlin, local history and genealogy librar-
ian, at tmedlin@wilson-co.com or 252-237-5355 
ext. 5029.

DECEMBER 17
TGIF: Virtual Teen Book Review

11 to 11:30 a.m.

TGIF is a book review show featuring teen li-
brarian Kate Brittain. Listen to book reviews and 
recommendations for readers of young adult liter-
ature and learn background information on each 
title. For more information or to register, contact 
Kate Brittain at 252-237-5355 ext. 5073 or kbrit-
tain@wilson-co.com.

DECEMBER 17
Holiday Champagne Tasting
5 to 7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine, 3711 Peppermill Drive, 
Wilson

Join Grapenuts for the annual “After Hours” Hol-
iday Champagne Tasting with selections of Cham-
pagne, sparkling wine and hors d’oeuvres. Host 
will be Steve Eudy, Fine Wine manager for Empire 
Distributors. Reservations are required along with 
payment by calling Grapenuts at 252-246-9463 or 
going online www.grapenutswine.com. Seating is 
limited. Deadline for reservations is Friday, Dec. 
11. 

DECEMBER 18
A Malpass Family Christmas
7:30 to 9 p.m.
The Wake Forest Renaissance Centre For the 
Arts, 405 S. Brooks St., Wake Forest

The show will feature traditional gospels, coun-
try classics and holiday favorites and a visit from 
Santa. Brothers Christopher and Taylor will be 
joined by their mom, dad, wives and children to 
share their traditions in story and song. For ticket 
information visit wakeforestrencen.org.

DECEMBER 20-22
Snow Globe Craft Ornament
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Crocker Library, 114 S. Main St., 
Stantonsburg

Kids at 5 to 12 can get a specially formulated 
Christmas craft kit containing items to create a 
snow globe ornament, a friendly reindeer and a 
Santa and friends mask.

DECEMBER 20-22
Let’s Chill Craft-to-Go Kit
Noon to 5 p.m.
Lucama Public Library, 103 E. Spring St., 
Lucama

Kids at 5 to 12 can get a specially formulated 
Christmas craft kit containing items to create a 
snow globe ornament, a friendly reindeer and a 
Santa and friends mask.

DECEMBER 22
Christmas With The Embers | 
WhirliDogs Benefit
7:30 to 9 p.m.
Boykin Center, Wilson

Christmas with The Embers featuring Craig 
Woolard is returning with all your Christmas fa-
vorites. Plan an evening with friends and family 
while everyone is home for the holidays and help 
support WhirliDogs non-profit organization. 
The Embers will warm your heart with favorites 
including “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year,” “Birthday of a King/O Holy Night” and “The 
Christmas Song.” The kids will enjoy “Frosty the 
Snowman” and “The Peanuts Theme.” All pro-
ceeds go toward the WhirliDogs mission of estab-
lishing a work-based training cafe for individuals 
with disabilities in Historic Downtown Wilson. 
Tickets can be purchased through WAWtix.com.

Enjoy “Christmas with Elvis” with Matt Lewis and 
Long Live the King Orchestra Dec. 3 at the Boykin 
Center in Wilson. Contributed photo
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Day of the  Dead
Sisters Flor Herrera-Picasso, left, and Elizabeth Herrera, co-founders of Casa 
Azul de Wilson, pose for a photo during the Day of the Dead public cultural 
event at Wilson Arts in late October. 

Ximena Rodriguez, 3, dressed as a baby shark, and Janelly Morales, 6, 
dressed as a ballerina, run through the gallery space at Wilson Arts during Ca-
sa Azul de Wilson’s Day of the Dead event. 

Cathy Hardison, executive director of Wilson Arts, stands in front of the Day 
of the Dead altar she designed and built. Individuals were invited to place 
names and remembrances on the altar dedicated to artists.

Juan Carlos Duron-Martinez, left, discusses a recent photography project of 
his with Rosa Gobien during the Day of the Dead event sponsored by Casa 
Azul de Wilson. 
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