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Public hearing set 
on golf cart use 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The town 
Board of Commissioners has 
teed up discussion on golf cart 
regulation for next week’s 
monthly meeting.

Commissioners putted around 
a possible ordinance during 
their March 1 meeting. They 

sent the final draft to the plan-
ning board for review and are 
set to hold a public hearing on 
the matter Monday.

The planning board recently 
determined the proposed ordi-
nance to be consistent with the 
town’s comprehensive plan, 
reasonable and in the public’s 
interest.

“The central issue to be con-

sidered regarding amendments 
is whether the proposed amend-
ment advances public health, 
safety or welfare,” according to 
wording in the planning board 
agenda as prepared by town 
staff.

The draft ordinance states 
that the town doesn’t advocate 

The Spring Hope Board of Commissioners is set to hold a public hearing 
Monday on whether the town should adopt tighter rules on golf carts 
like this one pictured in the downtown district earlier this month. Lindell 
J. Kay | Enterprise See CART, Page 2A

City residents 
want IRS 
probe of 
councilman
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117 

ROCKY MOUNT — A small 
group of city residents is calling 

for an IRS investi-
gation of a coun-
cilman accused 
of using political 
pressure to receive 
thousands of dollars 
worth of utility bill 
write-offs.

The group of 
around two dozen residents is 
led by Clark Covolo, a former 

candidate for the 
Rocky Mount City 
Council’s Ward 6 
seat. 

“Many of us in 
the Rocky Mount 
community have 
witnessed Council-
man Andre Knight 

categorically deny receiving 
write-offs that were easily verifi-
able to the state auditor,” Covolo 
said.

State Auditor Beth Wood is-
sued a May report that found a 
city councilman used political 
pressure to receive write-offs for 
more than $47,000 in utility bills.

Wood didn’t name the coun-
cilman, but public records 
requests filed by The Enter-
prise revealed emails from city 
officials naming Knight as the 
councilman in question.

“Discharged debt, like Coun-

Covolo

Knight

Lawmakers want to reduce marijuana penalties
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
 | 252-265-8117

Two local lawmakers have 
signed onto a bill to reduce the 
punishment for possession of 
small amounts of marijuana.

State Rep. Linda Cooper-Sug-
gs, D-Wilson, and Rep. James 
Gailliard, D-Nash, say their 
decision to support the legisla-
tion is about freeing up court 
officials and promoting equity 
in arrests and prosecution for 
marijuana use. 

“I’m not in favor of drug use 
by anyone,” Cooper-Suggs said. 
“This is about state resources.”

Cooper-Suggs said if the 
legislation becomes law, court 

officials like pub-
lic defenders and 
probation officers 
could turn their at-
tention to higher 
priorities. 

“This is about 
taking down mis-
demeanors to in-
fractions,” Cooper-

Suggs said.
Cooper-Suggs and Gailliard 

are cosponsors of Rep. Kelly Al-
exander’s House Bill 290, titled 
Make Certain Drug Offenses 
Infractions.

Alexander, of Mecklenburg 

County, and the other 27 House 
members who signed onto the 

bill are all Demo-
crats.

The bill calls for 
possession of up 
to 1 1/2 ounces of 
marijuana to be an 
infraction instead 
of a Class 3 mis-
demeanor. Under 

the proposed law, it would be a 
felony to possess more than 1 ½ 
ounces of marijuana; more than 
three-twentieths of an ounce 
of marijuana resin, commonly 
known as hash; or any amount 
of synthetic marijuana.

If enacted, the change would 

be effective Dec. 1.
HB 290 passed its first reading 

on March 15 and has been re-
ferred to the House Committee 
on Rules, Calendar and Opera-
tions.

“I see this as an equity issue,” 
Gailliard said. “Black and white 
Americans have comparable 
marijuana usage rates, yet 
people of color are much more 
likely to be charged and con-
victed for possession.”

The change from misde-
meanors to infractions is also 
an economic issue as courts get 
clogged with such cases, Gail-
liard said.

In 2019, more than 31,000 

people were charged with pos-
session of up to a half-ounce of 
marijuana and 30,000 people 
were charged with possession 
of marijuana paraphernalia, ac-
cording to Jessica Smith, a pro-
fessor of public law and govern-
ment at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

“These individuals are more 
a danger to themselves than 
to society, so we can address 
this with civil fines and not as 
a crime,” Gailliard said. “This 
would eliminate the racial dis-
parity and improve how we allo-
cate our court resources.”

Cooper-
Suggs

Gailliard

See MARIJUANA, Page 2A

See PROBE, Page 2A

Gun safety training offered
Police provide 
free concealed 
carry course 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
 | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — In a pos-
sible first for the entire state, 
a police department is footing 
the bill for town residents to re-
ceive free training on carrying 
concealed handguns.

The safety course is Chief 
Nathan Gant’s brainchild. The 
Spring Hope Police Depart-
ment is using grant funding 
from the District Attorney’s 
Office to pay for residents to re-
ceive the training — which can 
run as high as $150 per person 
 — required to obtain a permit 
to carry concealed handguns.

Sgt. Brandon Lane of the Ze-
bulon Police Department has 
been a state-certified firearms 
instructor for more than a de-
cade. He provided the training 
to a group of Spring Hope resi-
dents on Saturday. 

“I’ve been doing this a long 
time and have never heard of it 
being paid for by police,” Lane 
said. “Concealed carry classes 
can be expensive. Spring Hope 
is very fortunate to have Chief 
Gant.”

Lane told participants that 
carrying a concealed handgun 
is one of the biggest responsi-
bilities a person can undertake.

“I have no problem with 
good people having a hand-
gun,” Lane said. “Laws will not 
stop bad people from carrying 
guns.”

Town Commissioner Drew 
Griffin and his wife Jennifer at-
tended the training.

“I think this is good for the 
community,” Griffin said.

Griffin said he’s considered 
taking a concealed carry course 
for a while. He was checking 
around for a class for him and 
his wife to take when Gant an-
nounced the town-sponsored 
course.

“It was difficult to find a 
spot,” Griffin said. “So we 
signed up.”

Seven other residents joined 
the couple for Saturday’s class. 
The course entailed eight hours 
of instruction on the legality 
and safety aspects of carrying 
a concealed handgun in North 
Carolina.

The day ended with a trip to 
the police department’s firing 
range to shoot a minimum of 30 
rounds. Participants shot tar-
gets at 3, 5 and 7 yards. 

After the course, Lane pre-
sented the inaugural class with 
a state-issued training cer-

tificate to present to the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

After a successful back-
ground check that includes fin-
gerprinting and a mental health 
screening, participants will 
receive a concealed handgun 
permit.

During training, Lane ex-
plained that under state law, 
concealed carry permits only 
apply to handguns. It’s never 
lawful to conceal a handgun, 

Firearms instructor Brandon Lane talks targeting technique with Spring Hope resident Jennifer Griffin 
on Saturday during a free course on carrying concealed handguns. The course is possibly the first time in 
North Carolina that a police department has paid for residents to receive such training at no cost. Lindell J. 
Kay | Enterprise

See SAFETY, Page 2A



2A     THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com   Wednesday, March 31, 2021  

or endorse the operation of golf carts by 
allowing their use on town streets.

“All persons who operate or ride upon 
golf carts on designated roads do so at 
their own risk and peril and must be ob-
servant of and attentive to the safety of 
themselves and others, including their 
passengers, other motorists, bicyclists 
and pedestrians. The town of Spring 
Hope has no liability and assumes no 
liability under any theory of liability for 
permitting golf carts to be operated on 
designated public roads pursuant to 
the statutory authority of N.C. General 
Statute 160A-300,” according to the draft 
ordinance.

The ordinance calls for golf cart opera-
tors 18 and older to hold a state-issued 
identification card, while operators who 
are 16 and 17 must hold a valid driver’s 
license.

The ordinance has an exception for 
golf cart use in connection to a parade, 
festival or other special event with per-
mission from the chief of police.

Golf carts will be allowed on town 
streets with a speed limit of no more 
than 35 mph, and the carts must not ex-
ceed 30 mph. Carts can only be driven 
after sundown if equipped with opera-
tional headlights and taillights.

A $5 registration fee will be due at the 

beginning of each year. Operators must 
provide proof of ownership, liability in-
surance and a waiver of liability.

The final draft contains not just the 
proposed regulation, but application 
forms for cart registration and a waiver 
of liability.

Discussion began during a budget 
meeting last year when Commissioner 
Ricky Tucker asked about carts driving 
around town late at night.

“At midnight, I saw kids driving around 
a golf cart,” Tucker said. “I’d hate to see 
them get hit by a car.”

At last month’s town meeting, Police 
Chief Nathan Gant said he reviewed 
similar ordinances from other towns and 
cities before drafting Spring Hope’s pro-
posed ordinance from scratch.

A golf cart is defined in state statute as 
a “vehicle designed and manufactured 
for operation on a golf course for sport-
ing or recreational purposes and that is 
not capable of exceeding speeds of 20 
mph.”

N.C. General Statute 153 allows local 
governments to require the registration 
of golf carts; charge a fee for the regis-
tration; specify who is authorized to op-
erate golf carts; and specify the required 
equipment, load limits and the hours and 
methods of operation of golf carts.

Nothing stops a town from adopting 
stricter policies.  

Cart: $5 registration fee will be due

Safety: 

continued from page 1A

Gailliard is the pastor of 
Word Tabernacle Church 
in Rocky Mount. He said 
he doesn’t see any conflict 
between the bill and bibli-
cal principles. 

“From the pastor 
perspective, ultimately 
salvation is a matter of 
justice,” Gailliard said. 
“I don’t see any conflict 
with advocating for jus-
tice in our legislation, 
nor with giving people a 
chance to fully recover 
from their mistakes and 
problems.”

North Carolina’s Na-
tional Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws chapter supports 
the decriminalization bill. 

Current civil offense 
possession of marijuana 
should be increased to 
1 1/2 ounces, and prior 
charges and convictions 
should be expunged 
through an automatic 
process, said NORML 
political consultant Janis 
Ramquist.

“The legislation 
should be guided by 
a public safety, public 
health and racial equity 
framework,” Ramquist 
said. “Especially since 
impairment is based on 

inaccurate tests.”
Blood and urine tests 

are inaccurate in de-
termining marijuana 
impairment, according 
to the National Highway 
and Transportation Safe-
ty Administration.

Detection of total THC 
metabolites in urine is 
well past the intoxica-
tion and impairment 
window of one to three 
hours. THC can linger in 
the body for five weeks 
without impairment, ac-
cording to information 
from the NHTSA shared 
by Ramquist.

“Only 14 states main-
tain medical cannabis 
prohibition. It’s time that 
North Carolina ends 
prohibition, especially 
since the arrests of North 
Carolinians are based 
on flawed chemical 
tests,” said Zac Lentz, 
board chairman of N.C. 
NORML. “Cannabis has 
a lower addiction rate 
than alcohol and tobac-
co. Regardless of the fact 
that the rate of cannabis 
use is about the same, al-
most four times as many 
Black citizens are ar-
rested as white. Prosecu-
tors should immediately 
deprioritize marijuana-
related prosecution.” 

cilman Knight’s write-
offs from 2013 and 2017 
amounting to $47,704, 
is a form of income that 
must be reported and 
taxed,” Covolo said. 

The IRS has a form 
anyone can use to report 
suspected tax impropri-
eties.

Covolo’s group has 
pledged to send in these 
authorized 3949-A com-

plaint forms to the IRS 
office in Ogden, Utah. 

“The group gained 
20 people this week,” 
Covolo said. “Many of 
whom would like to re-
main anonymous for fear 
of retribution. It will cer-
tainly be more. You can 
print that.”

Knight, who was re-
elected in 2019 to rep-
resent Ward 1, didn’t 
return detailed messages 
in time for this story.  

Probe: Complaint forms

Marijuana: Prohibition

continued from page 1A

continued from page 1A

a Bowie knife, daggers, 
metallic knuckles, a ra-
zor blade, throwing stars 
or a stun gun without a 
permit. 

Rules on where con-
cealed handguns can be 
carried are constantly 
changing in North Caroli-
na, mostly to gun owners’ 
benefit, Lane said.

Right now, concealed 
handguns cannot be 
carried on educational 
property, which includes 
most hospitals and any 
churches that operate a 
curriculum school. 

Proposed state legisla-
tion — House Bill 134 — 
seeks to make it legal to 
carry concealed handguns 
at such churches and for 
emergency medical work-
ers to carry concealed 
handguns.

Church members and 
EMS workers should be 
allowed to carry concealed 
handguns, said retired 
state trooper J.P. Barnes, 
owner of Barnes Safety 
and Consulting in Middle-
sex. 

Barnes teaches his own 
concealed carry course. 
He said with proper train-
ing and a thorough back-
ground check, anyone 
should be allowed to carry 
a concealed handgun. 

Rules used to prevent 
concealed carry at any 
assembly that charged 
admission or anywhere 
alcohol is served, but that 
has changed in the last 
few years.

Now concealed hand-
guns are allowed at such 
venues, including res-
taurants and bars, pro-
vided the carrier doesn’t 
consume alcohol. The 
consumption of alcohol 
temporarily negates the 
permit.

While firearms aren’t 
allowed on most federal 
property, the Obama ad-
ministration made it legal 
to carry concealed hand-
guns at federal parks in 
2010.

In North Carolina, con-
cealed handguns aren’t 
allowed at demonstrations 
or on picket lines. That 
rule used to apply to pa-
rades and funerals, but the 
law has changed.

Concealed handguns 
aren’t allowed at law 
enforcement facilities, 
prisons or courthouses in 
North Carolina, but are 
allowed at interstate rest 
areas.

Some of the safety 
points covered in Lane’s 
class included treating all 
guns as loaded, always 
pointing a firearm in a 
safe direction, keeping 
fingers off the trigger until 
firing and being sure of 
the target and what’s be-
hind the target.

Over the next few 
months, the Spring Hope 
Police Department will 
host more training courses 
for residents to become 
qualified to legally carry 
concealed handguns.

The classes are free of 
charge to residents within 
the town limits.

Classes are kept small so 
the instructor can spend 
as much time as possible 

with each participant and 
to comply with social dis-
tancing guidelines. Masks 
are required.

Each class will have a 
limit of 10 people and take 
place at Town Hall from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urdays. Announcement 
of the next class date is 
forthcoming.

Prospective participants 
must meet the following 
requirements: 

• Must not be a convict-
ed felon.

• Must not be prohibited 
from possessing a firearm.

• Must be 21 or older.
• Must bring their own 

handgun and ammunition.
• Must reside within 

Spring Hope town limits.
In order to register for a 

class, residents must meet 
with Gant in person at the 
police station. To make an 
appointment to meet with 
the police chief, call 252-
478-5504, ext. 229. 

continued from page 1A

Deputies: Man attacked 
ex-girlfriend in home invasion
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — A Castalia man 
is accused of barging into a home, 
assaulting his former girlfriend and 
taking a man’s gun before speeding 
away and wrecking his car, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Randall Lamm, 28, of Layton 
Store Road outside Castalia, faces 
two counts each of second-degree 
kidnapping and assault by pointing 
a gun and one count each of armed 
robbery, first-degree burglary and 
assault on a female. He was jailed 
under a $400,000 secured bond. 

Sheriff’s deputies were called to 
a home on the 3600 block of Loop 

Road north of Nashville around 8:40 
p.m. March 23. A dispatcher told 

deputies that a man lat-
er identified as Lamm 
was holding another 
man at gunpoint and 
later fled the scene after 
taking the victim’s gun 
along with his own fire-
arm, said Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina of the 

Nash County Sheriff’s Office.
“The investigation revealed the 

suspect, Randall Lamm, and the fe-
male occupant of the residence were 
romantically involved in the past, but 
Lamm would not accept the fact (that) 
the relationship was indeed over,” Me-
dina said in a March 24 press release. 

The victims were inside the Loop 

Road home when they heard the 
front door open. The man went to 
retrieve his gun when the woman 
allegedly saw Lamm rapidly ap-
proaching them with a gun pointed 
at the man, Medina said. 

Deputies say the woman was able 
to get past Lamm and called 911.

Lamm is accused of trying to grab 
the phone away from the woman. 
Medina said he fled the home when 
he couldn’t disconnect the 911 call. 

Shortly after, Lamm was involved 
in a motor vehicle wreck on Rocky 
Cross Road outside Middlesex. Dep-
uties took him into custody without 
further incident. 

Medina said both the suspect’s 
and victim’s firearms were recov-
ered.    

Lamm

Spring Hope Town 
Commissioner 
Drew Griffin and 
his wife Jennifer 
discuss safety 
with firearms 
instructor 
Brandon Lane 
prior to shooting 
on the range 
Saturday during 
a free course 
on carrying 
concealed 
handguns. 
The concealed 
handgun training 
is being offered 
free to town 
residents. Lindell 
J. Kay | Enterprise
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Opinion
THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got 
up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he 
prayed. (Mark 1:35)

PRAYER: Dear Father, when life’s demands distract us, help us to 
remember the importance of spending regular time in your presence. 
Amen.

IN OUR OPINION

Misguided bill 
could make some 
criticism a crime 
Some North Carolina lawmakers want public activism at gov-

ernment meetings to be a high-stakes affair with the threat 
of arrest hanging in the balance. 

Sen. Amy Galey, R-Alamance, introduced a March 23 bill to 
increase the penalty for disrupting an open meeting. Senate Bill 
335 doesn’t just seek harsher punishment, however. It would cre-
ate a vague, definitionless crime and give local officials sweeping 
power to retaliate against their critics. 

“The current law is confusing,” Galey said in a news release. “It 
is based on trespass law and focuses on whether a person leaves 
a public meeting when requested. This new law deals with the 
conduct that disrupted the public meeting.” 

Attendees who interrupt board discussion or shout over speak-
ers generally receive a warning, and if the behavior continues, the 
official chairing a meeting asks law enforcement officers to escort 
the individual out. 

Those who follow instructions face no further consequences, 
while people who refuse to leave can be charged with trespassing 
and resisting a public officer, both Class 2 misdemeanors.  

SB 335 adds another element — “engag(ing) in conduct which 
disturbs the peace or order of an official meeting of a public 
body” — to North Carolina’s disorderly conduct statute. Violators 
could be charged with a Class 1 misdemeanor for a first offense, a 
Class I felony for a second offense and a Class H felony for a third 
or subsequent offense. 

Under North Carolina’s structured sentencing law, the penalty 
for Class 1 and Class 2 misdemeanors is nearly identical — an 
offender with no prior convictions can receive 1-30 days of com-
munity punishment for Class 2 and 1-45 days for Class 1. The 
higher-grade misdemeanor allows judges to consider jail time for 
offenders with one to four prior convictions. 

The negligible difference between first-offense penalties un-
dercuts the bill’s stated purpose. Instead of ensuring orderly 
meetings, SB 335 is likely to intimidate government critics into 
silence. 

In its 23 sparse lines, the bill fails to define what constitutes con-
duct that “disturbs the peace or order of an official meeting.” Gal-
ey is an attorney, as is cosponsor Sen. Warren Daniel, R-Burke. 
Surely they understand that crimes ought to be well defined. The 
lack of specificity appears intentional, as it leaves board chairs 
free to target any utterance or action they dislike. 

Galey, who served as the Alamance County Board of Commis-
sioners’ chairwoman before joining the General Assembly this 
year and presided over a November meeting where five protest-
ers were arrested on questionable grounds, noted in her news 
release that speakers who attend public meetings are often upset 
and said “wide latitude should be given for them to express them-
selves.” 

But SB 335 provides precisely zero latitude to citizen critics 
and a frightening amount of authority to the subjects of their 
criticism. Sloppily written criminal statutes beg for abuses of 
discretion, and this too-brief bill seems engineered to produce 
them. 

It’s telling that the new crime would trigger an already nebu-
lous charge that’s often misapplied to punish critics. New York 
criminal defense lawyer Michael Kramer calls disorderly con-
duct “the criminal charge most abused by police.” It’s been the 
basis of innumerable “contempt of cop” arrests where people 
are hauled off to jail for being mouthy, a violation of the First 
Amendment.  

While genuine disruptions that prevent others from speaking 
don’t enjoy constitutional protection, free speech rights require 
government to tolerate some expression that may be annoying or 
inconvenient. Case law refers specifically to “fleeting boos,” sug-
gesting that a single out-of-order comment or a sarcastic rejoin-
der muttered under one’s breath qualifies as protected speech. 

Board chairs vary widely in their reasonableness and tolerance 
for dissent. Middlesex Mayor Lu Harvey Lewis ordered police to 
eject a speaker from a town meeting in May 2017 merely because 
he didn’t like what she said during time reserved for public com-
ment. We believe that obvious overreaction was unconstitutional. 

If Galey’s bill had been on the books, Lewis could have com-
pelled that speaker’s arrest merely by labeling her remarks a 
“disturbance” and convincing a police officer on the town payroll 
to unholster the cuffs. 

City and county governments will be on a collision course with 
the First Amendment if legislators green-light this needless bill. 
We urge the General Assembly to reject it.    

He is risen. What does that mean for us? 
This Sunday, 

we as Christians 
will be celebrat-
ing another 
Easter. 

By now, we 
all know the 
story well. Je-
sus is crucified 
and buried in a 

tomb. The disciples are dis-
tressed, unsure what to do. 
Then early on that Sunday 
morning, some women go to 
the tomb to finish anointing 
Jesus’ body. But when they 
arrive at the tomb, they see 
the stone was rolled away and 
Jesus’ body was gone.

Two men in dazzling cloth-
ing appear. The men say to 
them, “Why are you looking 
for the living One among the 
dead? He is not here, but has 

risen.” (Luke 24: 1-6).
Sure enough, Jesus had risen 

from the dead. And He ap-
peared to various disciples be-
fore returning to heaven in their 
very midst (Mark 16: 1-19).

So what? Well, first of all, 
the disciples had a great story 
to tell. The man they had fol-
lowed was killed, but then He 
arose from the dead and spent 
some time with them. And of 
all things, they actually saw 
Him later being taken up into 
heaven and sitting at the right 
hand of God (Psalm 110:1).

Other people in the Bible 
had been raised from the 
dead, Lazarus being the best-
known example. But they died 
again. Jesus didn’t, and that’s 
what counts. And it’s more 
than that. In John 14:19 Jesus 
says, “because I live, you will 

live also.”
The hymn “Because He 

lives” is my favorite song to 
sing during Easter and even at 
other times. Some of its words 
are: “Because He lives, I can 
face tomorrow/ Because He 
lives, all fear is gone/ Because 
I know He holds the future/ 
And life is worth the living/ 
Just because He lives!”

This afternoon, I watched 
the memorial service for a 
cousin of mine. Natalie was a 
young adult, almost 30, and 
was killed in a car wreck. 
Her parents stood behind the 
podium and said their faith in 
Jesus was what kept them go-
ing. How true for all of us.

Happy Easter! He has risen!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.  

Vaccinations enable a hopeful Easter
I always 

enjoy spring, 
when nature 
seems to 
surge back to 
life after the 
dormant chill 
of winter. The 
invisible virus 
can’t stop the 

spreading beauty around us 
with each passing day.

The light green of new 
leaves in the woods, flower-
ing trees and bushes, the cool 
breezes mixed with warming 
weather and the lengthening 
light in the evening, all these 
signs of rebirth and hope fit 
in nicely with the Easter mes-
sage of resurrection we will 
celebrate on Sunday.

After a year of a pandemic 
with its death and hardship, 
we need to feel renewed hope 
and the revival of familiar 
activities more than ever. So 
many people keep saying that 
they can’t wait to hug long-
isolated family members and 
flash a big smile to friends that 
is actually visible without the 
masks. 

With vaccinations proceed-
ing briskly among more North 
Carolina residents, prompt-
ing hope by authorities that 
more businesses and social 
activities can resume within 
months, I’m starting to feel 
safer enjoying meals in local 
restaurants and shopping in 
local stores, and I may even 
soon dare to go watch a movie 
in a real theater, not on my 
iPad. 

Churches have found ways 
to worship, and attendance is 
improving. Soon we will be 
able to hug and smile without 
fear or disapproval, and I can’t 
wait.

As a social occasion, of 
course, Easter isn’t what it 
used to be when us older folks 
were young. The women used 
to show off new spring out-
fits and hats. I still see some 
Easter baskets for sale, with 

a selection of candy mixed 
in with the shredded plastic 
green grass, but Easter egg 
hunts now use plastic or 
wrapped candy eggs instead 
of the hard-boiled multicol-
ored eggs we so carefully dyed 
ourselves.

My military family lived in 
a lot of communities over the 
years, so I’ve got fragments 
of Easter memories from a 
variety of church traditions. 
I remember some churches 
handing out little potted 
plants on Easter Sunday, and 
in some places, churches even 
sent families home with tiny 
yellow, very live baby chicks. 
I don’t remember wonder-
ing several weeks later what 
happened to them when they 
disappeared. Now, I probably 
don’t want to know.

Theological purists, I know, 
aren’t really thrilled about 
mixing the celebration of what 
Christians believe is the his-
torical and very triumphant 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, the holiest holi-
day on the Christian calendar, 
with admittedly pagan ele-
ments of green plants, eggs, 
chicks and bunnies that put 
more of an emphasis on new 
life and fertility than salva-
tion and forgiveness. In young 
eyes, it’s all mushed together, 
cemented perhaps by choco-
late.

But the symbolism endures. 
New life. Rebirth. Fresh starts 
for everyone, whether made 
possible by a loving God 
through a Jewish carpenter 
or the emergence of spring 
after winter. And who among 
us doesn’t need and want the 
relief and joy and promise of a 
fresh start, whether it’s a clean 
soul or flowering nature?

It is a pity, though, that the 
spiritual joy of Easter, the 
physical pleasure of spring 
and the emotional hope of 
emerging from a pandemic 
has to be marred by the con-
tinuing ugliness of human 

hate and bigotry reported 
daily in the news. 

Check out the headlines and 
the evil is sickening: Racial 
animosity and discrimination, 
most recently driving voter 
suppression. Attacks on Asian 
Americans, most recently 
in the shootings in Atlanta. 
Steady assaults, verbally and 
physically, against people of 
color, different ancestry, sexu-
al identity, religion, nationality 
and more.

The excuses are many, but 
the senselessness and cruelty 
is the same. All our differ-
ences are present here in 
Nash County, but the similari-
ties should overshadow them. 
We’re all human, sharing com-
mon needs and frailties. 

We love our families and 
want to provide good lives for 
them. We all want good com-
munity services and security. 
In this country, we all do have 
equal rights and deserve an 
equal chance at “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happi-
ness.”

The life and teachings of 
Jesus we celebrate this week 
completely repudiate the hate, 
violence and divisions we now 
see within our country, in-
stead reaffirming the “golden 
rule” of loving our neighbors 
as ourselves. Let this Easter 
remind us of that. Those who 
call themselves Christians 
need to be following the ex-
ample of their Savior and set-
ting an example for everyone 
else.

I’m hopeful, still. At least 
spring, unbidden and natural, 
is upon us. Good things are al-
so happening by good people, 
the pandemic’s end is closer 
than ever and I can’t wait for 
the fresh start ahead — minus 
the heavy pollen.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resi-
dent, is The Enterprise’s editor 
and publisher emeritus. Email 
him at kripley@springhopeen-
terprise.com. 

  Wednesday, March 31, 2021   THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com     3A

KEN 
RIPLEY

DONNA 
CROWE



Austin Lyn Pilkington
Jan. 25, 1994 — March 23, 2021

BAILEY — Austin Lyn Pilkington, 27, died 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Shingleton Funeral Home, Wilson. 

Starlon Randolph Deans Jr. 
May 26, 1966 — March 23, 2021

BAILEY — Starlon “Randy” Randolph Deans 
Jr., 54, died Tuesday, March 23, 2021. Arrange-
ments are by Joyner’s Funeral Home and Cre-
matory, Wilson. 

Madison Leigh Lewis
May 2, 1996 — March 19, 2021

MIDDLESEX — Madison Leigh Lewis, 24, 
died Friday, March 19, 2021. Arrangements are 
by Joyner’s Funeral Home, Wilson. 

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at no 
charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid ba-
sis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. Friday for each 
Wednesday’s edition. Contact Lori Parrish at 252-
265-7850 with questions.    
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Ruritans to hold 
chicken plate sale

MOMEYER — The Momeyer 
Ruritan Club, 4812 Momeyer Way 
(Nashville address) will hold a bar-
becue chicken plate sale at 11 a.m. 
Friday, April 2.

Plates are $8 each and are first-
come, first-served. Tickets will not 
be sold in advance, and plates will 
be available until they’re sold out. 
The sale is takeout only. For more 
information, call 252-459-4560.

Church plans Easter 
egg drop

BAILEY — The youth group from 
Midpoint Church of Middlesex will 
drop 10,000 Easter eggs from a 
helicopter to kick off its egg hunt, 
which is planned from noon to 2 
p.m. Saturday, April 3, at the Bailey-
Middlesex Community Park, 8104 
Stoney Hill Church Road.

Games and free food will be avail-
able. Organizers will wear face 
masks and observe social distancing 
guidelines, and sanitization stations 
will be on hand. For more informa-

tion, email Drew Ingram at drewin-
gram309@gmail.com.

Small business weekends slated
ROCKY MOUNT — Sunkissed Val-

ley Boutique will host Small Business 
Pop-Up Shop weekends at the Golden 
East Crossing Mall on Saturday, April 
17, along with May 15 and June 19. 

Sunkissed Valley is an e-com-
merce business owned by Rocky 
Mount native Courtney Williams, 
who said the pop-up shops are a way 
for small business owners and local 
buyers a chance to connect and sup-
port each other. Companies seeking 
to hire workers will also be on hand. 

“The Small Business Pop-Up en-
ables shoppers to make a big impact 
in their community by supporting a 
local small business,” Williams said 
in a news release. 

Sunkissed Valley is accepting 
vendor applications for the pop-up 
shop. To apply, email Williams at 
sunkissedvalley@outlook.com. 

Meal program seeks 
volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Se-
nior Services is seeking volunteers 

for the agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring Hope, Bai-
ley and the West Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nu-
tritious lunchtime meal for seniors 
on 10 routes within Nash County. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and underlying medical condi-
tions, several volunteers have been 
unable to participate. Organizers 
are seeking adults without chronic 
health conditions and COVID-19 
risk factors who are available from 
9:30-11 a.m. at least one weekday 
each week to deliver meals. De-
pending on the route, meal deliver-
ies take roughly half an hour to an 
hour.

Prospective volunteers or people 
with questions can call Senior Ser-
vices Coordinator Wendy Perry at 
252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings 
are published as a public service 
of The Enterprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday for each 
Wednesday’s edition. Email listings 
to cfriedman@wilsontimes.com 
with “Community Calendar” in the 
subject line. 

2 injured in driveway shooting
From staff reports

BATTLEBORO — Authorities are in-
vestigating a driveway shooting that sent 
two people to the hospital.

Around 4 p.m. March 21, deputies 
were dispatched to a home at to 5362 
N.C. 48 in reference to two victims be-
ing shot, said Maj. Eddie Moore with the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Office.

Arriving deputies found that a neigh-
bor had taken two shooting victims 
to the hospital in a private car, Moore 
said. 

“Based on the investigation, it appears 
the two victims were sitting in a vehicle 
in the driveway to the residence, when 
unknown suspect(s) approached from 

the rear of the vehicle and began firing 
into the vehicle,” Moore said. “Both vic-
tims sustained non-life-threatening gun-
shot wounds.”

Both victims were treated at Nash 
UNC Health Care and released later the 
same night. 

“Investigators have interviewed both 
victims and other witnesses to the case, 
and processed the crime scene for evi-
dence,” Moore said. “At this time, there 
are no suspects named.”

The home at 5362 N.C. 48 has a Battle-
boro address, but is located in the Drake 
community just south of Gold Rock.

Anyone with information about the 
crime is asked to contact Detective Carl-
isle at 252-459-4121.   

Nash schools shifting to 
in-person instruction
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — All 
Nash County students will 
soon have the option to 
return to in-person learn-
ing.

The Nash County Board 
of Education voted at its 
most recent meeting to 
move all Nash County 
Public School students 
to Plan A, minimal social 
distancing.

“This would eliminate 
our Plan B tracks and 
require all students who 
opt for in-person learn-
ing to attend school every 
week,” said Christine 

Catalano, the school dis-
trict’s executive director 
of strategic planning and 
engagement.

Plans A, B and C are 
options state officials pro-
vided to North Carolina 
public school districts last 
June for safe operation 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

Families can still opt to 
remain in remote learning 
on the Virtual Academy 
track. 

In-person instruction for 
elementary students un-
der Plan A was scheduled 
to begin Monday. Middle 
and high school students 

will begin Plan A on April 
12.

School officials are ask-
ing families to complete a 
survey at https://forms.gle/
VDhf3d3f7kv6n9vv7. 

The survey is also avail-
able on school and district 
websites and social media 
pages.

“Nash County Public 
Schools is  working tire-
lessly to not only ensure 
our students maximize 
their learning potential, 
but to ensure the safety 
of our students, staff and 
community as we finish 
out the 2020-21 school 
year,” Catalano said.   

NC House speaker backs convention for term limits amendment
By Corey Friedman
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com  
| 252-265-7813 

RALEIGH — N.C. House 
Speaker Tim Moore says 

a bill that 
cleared his 
chamber 
this month 
represents 
the nation’s 
only chance to 
impose term 
limits on mem-

bers of Congress. 
Moore, R-Cleveland, 

cosponsored House Joint 
Resolution 172, which 
calls for a convention of 
the states under Article 
V of the U.S. Constitu-
tion for the purpose of 
proposing a constitutional 
amendment that would 
limit congressional ser-
vice. 

“Congress will not do it 
itself,” Moore said, flag-

ging term limits as the on-
ly major promise in then-
U.S. House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich’s 1994 Contract 
with America that went 
unfulfilled. “Those who 
were going to have to vote 
on the term limits were 
those who were going to 
be affected by it.” 

Driving from Raleigh to 
his Kings Mountain home, 
Moore said by phone last 
week that endless con-
gressional terms and the 
seniority-based leadership 
system lead to dysfunction 
and unequal representa-
tion. 

“I think many Ameri-
cans simply believe that 
Congress is broken,” he 
said. “There are too many 
career politicians. It leads 
to paralysis, it leads to 
gridlock and, often, Con-
gress being out of touch 
with the people.” 

He added that criti-

cism of Congress as an 
institution doesn’t reflect 
on “some good members 
of Congress from our 
state.” 

Moore said he doesn’t 
see the need for term 
limits in the General 
Assembly, where both 
representatives and sena-
tors serve two-year terms 
and are only in session 
for a portion of each year. 
U.S. House terms are 
two years, while senators 
serve six years at a time.  

“There’s a big difference 
between a part-time leg-
islature like we have and 
a full-time congressional 
seat,” he said. 

A Zogby Analytics 
poll released in October 
showed 84% of likely U.S. 
voters strongly support 
or somewhat support 
congressional term limits. 
National surveys routinely 
show at least 75% support. 

Republicans are generally 
more likely than Demo-
crats to endorse term 
limits, though the partisan 
breakdown fluctuates 
depending on which party 
controls Congress. 

Moore cited gun control 
legislation, the For the 
People Act to overhaul 
voting laws, which he de-
scribed as a federal take-
over of state-run elections, 
and deficit spending as 
reasons to rein in federal 
legislators. 

“What’s happening in 
Washington is just ter-
rible,” Moore said. “It’s 
only been exacerbated 
by the liberal policies of 
President Biden and the 
Democrat-controlled Con-
gress that is just spending 
money.”

Article V allows state-
appointed delegates to 
propose constitutional 
amendments when two-
thirds of state legislatures 
(34) call for a convention. 
Three-fourths of the states 
(38) must vote to ratify an 
amendment before it can 
take effect. 

Fifteen states have 
passed legislation calling 
for an Article V conven-
tion, according to the 
group Convention of 
States Action. North Caro-

lina is among 15 others 
with resolutions under 
consideration. 

“Amending our Consti-
tution, that’s something 
you don’t take lightly,” he 
said. “You should always 
be initially kind of cynical 
to it. Any time you start 
tinkering with it, you bet-
ter have a good reason 
and you better know what 
you’re doing. I firmly 
think this is a responsible 
amendment.” 

Noting that the same 
ratification requirement 
applies to amendments 
that Congress approves, 
Moore said fears of a 
“runaway convention” that 
makes sweeping consti-
tutional changes are mis-
guided. 

“The framers of our 
Constitution created this 
process for exactly this 
purpose when the federal 
government is perhaps not 
being responsive,” he said. 
“It’s one of the things the 
framers had in mind that 
would protect the smaller 
states. It shows the wis-
dom and the absolute bril-

liance of the framers.”
HJR 172 passed the 

House on a 61-53 vote 
March 17. It now awaits 
action in the state Senate’s 
rules committee. 

Moore signed on to 
sponsor both HJR 172 
and a similar resolu-
tion, HJR 233. While 
the former limits state 
convention delegates 
to consider only a term 
limit amendment, the lat-
ter resolution authorizes 
amendments to curb 
federal spending, limit 
Washington’s power and 
jurisdiction over state 
and local matters and im-
pose term limits. 

HJR 233 is bottled up 
in the House’s Judiciary 
1 committee. Moore said 
he doesn’t prefer either 
resolution over the other, 
but acknowledges a more 
limited convention call 
has a stronger chance of 
passage. 

“I do support firmly a 
balanced budget amend-
ment,” he said, which 
HJR 233 would authorize. 
“We are printing money 
that does not exist, and 
we are putting this on the 
backs of our children and 
grandchildren who are 
going to have to pay this 
debt.”

Moore

HJR 172 passed 
the House on a 61-
53 vote March 17. 
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Firebirds double up Warriors in scorefest
From staff reports

Southern Nash High head 
coach Brian Foster could em-
pathize with Hunt head coach 
Juan Jackson after Foster’s 
Firebirds scored two defensive 
touchdowns and returned two 
kickoffs for TDs in their 71-35 
romp Friday at Firebird Sta-
dium.  

After all, Southern Nash, 
which improved to 2-3 overall 
and 2-1 in the 3-A Big East Con-
ference, was coming off a loss 
at Northern Nash last week in 
which the Firebirds turned the 
ball over four straight times.  

“What happened to us last 
week happened to them to-
night,” Foster said. “They’re not 
that kind of team usually. They 
take care of the ball and play 
good defense. ... When it starts 
happening, it’s hard to stop.”

It was 14-14 with more than 
half the second quarter remain-
ing when the Warriors (3-2, 
1-2 Big East) had the ball near 
midfield. But a loose ball was 
plucked up by Firebirds defen-
sive back Zyshonne Pearce and 
returned 60 yards to the end 
zone.

Then, right after Sammy 
Gandy’s 10-yard TD run put 
the Firebirds up 28-21 with 58 
seconds to play in the half, more 
disaster struck for Hunt. Senior 
Isaiah Bland intercepted War-
riors senior quarterback A.J. 
Kovach for a pick-six to push 
the Southern lead to 36-14 at 
halftime.

“Even though their record 

doesn’t reflect it, Southern Nash 
has gotten better each and every 
week,” Jackson said. “You can’t 
afford to make mistakes that 
cost you points and turnovers 
costing you points. With the of-
fense that they run, you can’t 
afford to get down. If you’re up, 
you possibly force them out of 
their game plan. 

“We (gave up) a pick-six and 
fumble recovery for a touch-
down that swung the momen-
tum drastically. Along with 
mishaps on special teams, espe-
cially with two kicks returned 
for long TDs.”

The giveaways, four total, and 
breakdowns negated what was 
a pretty good night for the Hunt 
offense against the Firebirds 
defense. The Warriors totaled 
429 offensive yards to Southern 
Nash’s 314, all on the ground.

“I was not happy with defense 
tonight,” Foster admitted. 

Junior C.J. Joyner ran for 198 
yards and a trio of TDs for the 
Warriors while Kovach hooked 
up with Davon McKayhan for 
scoring passes in each half — 63 
in the first quarter and 16 in the 
third.

Truthfully, the Firebirds 
needed all four of those special 
teams and defensive TDs, as it 
turned out.

After Joyner capped Hunt’s 
first drive with a five-yard scoring 
run, Daryl Taybron returned the 
kickoff 70 yards to the end zone. 
Junior Jackson Vick, who finished 
with 114 yards and two rushing 

Southern Nash .......................... 71
Hunt ........................................... 35
 

 H SN

First Downs 17 10

Yards rushing 304 314

Yards passing 125 0

Passes-Comp.-Int. 10-7-1 1-0-0

Punts-Average 3-30 0-0

Fumbles-Lost 5-2 1-1

Penalties-Yards 5-26 8-55

Score by quarters:

Hunt 14 7 14 0 — 35

Southern Nash 6 30 20 15 — 71

Scoring Summary:

H — Joyner 5 run (Aranda kick), 7:06, 1st.

SN — Taybron 70 kickoff return (kick failed), 6:54, 1st.

H — McKayhan 63 pass from Kovach (Aranda kick), 5:44, 1st.

SN — Jor. Vick 13 run (Raspberry run), 10:00, 2nd.

SN — Pearce 60 fumble return (Jac. Vick run), 7:49, 2nd.

H — Joyner 14 run (Aranda kick), 4:03, 2nd.

SN — Gandy 10 run (run failed), 0:58, 2nd.

SN — Bland 45 interception return (Raspberry run), 0:48, 2nd.

SN — Gandy 48 run (run failed), 10:12, 3rd.

H — McKayhan 16 pass from Kovach (kick failed), 8:26, 3rd.

SN — Jac. Vick 80 kickoff return (pass failed), 8:13, 3rd.

H — Joyner 9 run (Joyner run), 5:09, 3rd.

SN — Jac. Vick 20 run (Jac. Vick run), 2:50, 3rd.

SN — Jac. Vick 7 run (Jor. Vick run), 10:43, 4th.

SN — Nicholson 15 run (Wachowicz kick), 5:18, 4th.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUNNING — Hunt: Malik Frails 4-23; C.J. Joyner 35-198, 3 TDs, 

2-point run; A.J. Kovach 9-14; Lucas Robinson 2-22; Timire King 

6-53; Team 1-minus 14. Southern Nash: Sammy Gandy 9-115, 2 TDs; 

Jackson Vick 15-114, 2 TDs, 2 2-point runs; Justin Braswell 2-9; 

Jordan Vick 6-33, TD, 2-point run; Chason Royal 1-minus 6; Zion 

Nicholson 6-46, TD; Jaquan Debro 1-3.

PASSING — Hunt: A.J. Kovach 10-7-1, 125 yards, 2 TDs. Southern 

Nash: Chason Royal 1-0-0.

RECEIVING — Hunt: Davon McKayhan 4-83, 2 TDs; Danny Phillips 

3-42.

Southern Nash freshman Jordan Vick carries the ball in between blockers Sammy Gandy (3) and Jackson 
Vick during the first half of Friday’s home game against Hunt. The Firebirds won 71-35. Amberleigh Dornseif | 
Special to The Enterprise 

Daniels fans 15 in 
Ladybirds’ rout of 
Northern Nash 
From staff reports

Stepping over from her 
usual second base posi-
tion, junior Alexa Daniel 
proved a mighty force in 
the pitching circle Thurs-
day night as the Southern 
Nash High varsity softball 
team utilized 15 strikeouts 
from its starter in muting 
the bats of Northern Nash 
en route to a 9-0 victory.

Daniel allowed just one 
hit as Southern Nash im-
proved to 2-1 overall and 
2-0 in Big East play.

Seniors Taylor Bailey 
and Ricki Bartley led the 
offensive push for the La-
dybirds, with each going 
2 for 4. 

Daniel had a triple in 
defense of her own cause, 
while senior Kierstin Coo-
per doubled. Senior Alissa 
Bailey notched a sacrifice 
fly.

Daniel walked three bat-
ters as the Ladybirds of-
fense was responsible for 
nine total hits.

Northern Nash fell to 
1-3 overall and remained 
winless in Big East play 
at 0-2.

Ladybirds blank 
Northern Nash 2-0

ROCKY MOUNT -— 
Southern Nash rebounded 
nicely from its rude intro-
duction to 3-A Big East 
Conference play as the 
Ladybirds shut down host 
Northern Nash 2-0 on 
March 24. 

The Ladybirds “had nu-
merous shots on goal and 
kept the pressure on the 
Knights defense all game,” 
said head coach Robbie 
Kennedy. Both Southern 
Nash goals came in the 
first half as Amber Patter-
son finished a pass from 
Charlotte Benson for the 
opening salvo. Benson 

then drilled a penalty kick 
for a goal late in the half.

Southern Nash’s de-
fensive effort was led by 
Layla Austin, Lesli Alonso 
and Valerie Velez.

Demons sweep 
Firebirds in 
conference debut

WILSON — Fike served 
notice that it’s the team to 
beat this spring in the 3-A 
Big East Conference with 
a 9-0 sweep of Southern 
Nash on March 23 at the 
Barton College Tennis 
Complex.

Freshman Snyder Pear-
son improved to 3-0 on the 
season with a straight-set 
win against Roan Wa-
chowicz at No. 3 singles 
while junior Oc Bolt won 
at No. 6 in his first start. 
Blake Mastman at No. 2 
and Dylan Skinner at No. 
5 also picked up their first 
singles wins of the season.

“This was a strong per-
formance throughout the 
lineup in both singles and 
doubles,” Fike head coach 
Lee Matthews said. “Oc 
picked up a win in his de-
but in the singles lineup. 
I was incredibly happy to 
see Blake and Dylan get 
their first singles wins 
after a tough start to their 
year.”

Firebirds top Red 
Rams, Gryphons

BUNN — Host Southern 
Nash won a 3-A Big East 
Conference tri-match 
against Franklinton and 
Rocky Mount at The River 
Golf and Country Club on 
March 23.

The Firebirds posted 
a team score of 193 with 
Jacob Kearney leading the 

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP Ladybirds win 20th straight 
in Big East, defeat Fike 9-1
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7807  
| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

A core of five seniors has the 
Southern Nash High varsity soft-
ball team fully grasping the added 
urgency surrounding the 2021 
season.

With only conference champions 
assured of a bid into the North Car-
olina High School Athletic Asso-
ciation postseason, the Ladybirds 
are well aware that anything shy 
of the program’s third consecutive 
3-A Big East Conference regular-
season title could mean a quick 
conclusion to its season.

One of those seniors, Kierstin 
Cooper, helped put Southern Nash 
on the beginning of the straight-
and-narrow Big East path Tuesday 
night. 

Cooper, who has signed with 
Barton College, went 3 for 4 with a 
double and an RBI while tossing a 
complete-game three hitter as the 
Ladybirds won their 20th straight 
game in Big East regular-season 
play with a 9-1 victory over Fike 
in the conference opener for both 
teams.

It was a quick dive into league 
play for both in just the second 

game for the Ladybirds and Lady 
Golden Demons, with Southern 
Nash evening its record at 1-1. Fike 

dropped to 0-2.  
The right-handed Cooper 

worked around the occasional 
loss of control, striking out 12 Fike 
batters while walking two. She hit 
four Lady Demons, including a 
pair in the fifth inning. However, 
nothing materialized from the brief 
threat.

Two of Fike’s three hits came 
from senior Lindsay Curlings, 
who took a Cooper offering over 
the left-field fence for a solo home 
run in the third that accounted for 
Fike’s only run. She was hit in the 
fifth and had a one-out single in 
the seventh.

“We talked yesterday, we’ve got 
two home games in conference 
play this week and the importance 
of that,” Southern Nash head 
coach Scott Collie said. “We just 
talked about the importance of 
that, and the way the playoffs are 
going to be set up this year. Ev-
ery game is always big, but when 
only the conference champion is 
guaranteed a spot, it just takes on 
even more importance. We’ve got 
five seniors that have been a part 
of two conference championship 

Southern Nash’s Alexa Daniel (1) comes around to score as Fike catcher Ashley 
Pendergrass turns to field an errant throw in the sixth inning of the 3-A Big 
East Conference opener on March 23. The Ladybirds won 9-1. Jimmy Lewis | 
Restoration NewsMedia 

Southern Nash second baseman Alexa Daniel (1) throws to first as Fike’s 
Ashley Pendergrass (4) is forced out in the fifth inning of the 3-A Big East 
Conference opener on March 23. The Ladybirds won 9-1. Jimmy Lewis | 
Restoration NewsMedia 

Score by innings:

Fike 001 000 0 — 1

Southern Nash 113 022 x — 9

WP-Kierstin Cooper (1-0) 7 IP, 3 H, 1 R, 1 ER, 
2 BB, 12 SO. LP-Lindsey Curlings (0-1) 6 IP, 10 
H, 9 R, 6 ER, 6 BB, 3 SO.

LEADING HITTERS — Fike: Lindsey Curl-

ings 2-2, HR, RBI, Ashley Pendergrass 

1-3; Southern Nash: Kierstin Cooper 3-4, 

2B, RBI, Taylor Bailey 2-2, Ariel Perry 2-4, 

2B, 2 RBI, Addison Brumfield 1-2, 2 RBI, 
Anna Strickland 1-3.

See FIREBIRDS, Page 2B

See LADYBIRDS, Page 2BSee ROUNDUP, Page 2B
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way with a 44. Levy Brantley and 
Carson Winstead shot a 46 and 47, 
respectively.

Lady Demons rip Ladybirds 
in Big East debut

WILSON — With sophomore 
Lily Stegall leading the way, Fike 
poured in nine goals for the sec-
ond straight match to start this 
season, this time vicitimizing 

visiting Southern Nash 9-0 in the 
3-A Big East Conference opener 
March 22.

Stegall scored three goals and 
handed out an assist while Lady 
Demons freshman Erin Pope 
scored twice and made an assist 
as Fike rose to 2-0. The Ladybirds 
suffered their first loss in three 
outings.

Sophomore Avery Lentz got Fike 
started when she volleyed in class-
mate Ashlyn Brunetti’s corner kick 
in the 12th minute. It was the first of 

four assists for Brunetti.
Pope finished a low cross from 

senior Kendall Harris in the 20th 
minute and freshman Mallory Jen-
kins dropped in another corner by 
Brunetti before Stegall struck for 
back-to-back goals a minute apart 
with Jenkins giving the assist on the 
second.

Second-half goals for Fike came 
from senior Payton Lentz, Stegall, 
Pope and Lanie Jinks while Jes-
sica Avery assisted on Stegall’s last 
goal. 

Roundup: Ladybirds suffer first loss in 3 outings
continued from page 1B

teams, and I think they 
understood that they had 
to be focused today and 
ready to go.”

Southern Nash, which 
had 10 hits against Curl-
ings, scored in every 
inning at the plate but 
the fourth. Senior Taylor 
Bailey had a leadoff sin-
gle that concluded with 
her standing on third 
following a two-base er-
ror in left field. Alissa 
Bailey, also a senior, 
plated her sister with an 
RBI groundout to make 
it 1-0.

Fike’s defense did not 
help its cause with five er-
rors. Freshman Addison 
Brumfield’s shot to cen-
ter field was misplayed, 
which led to her standing 
on third and scoring on 
another error off the bat of 
sophomore catcher McK-
enna Batten. 

“There’s a lot to clean 
up,” Fike head coach Josh 
Jenkins said. “It’s stuff 
we’ve been practicing on 
every day. We’ll sit out 

at practice for two hours 
every day that we can get 
on the field. If we can’t get 
on the field, we’re in the 
gym. And it’s stuff that we 
work on, but when we’re 
on the field, it’s going to 
be the players that have to 
produce. We can’t do it for 
them.”

A Cooper double fol-
lowed a leadoff walk to 
junior Alexa Daniel to 
put a pair of runners in 
scoring position. From 
there, senior Ricki Bart-
ley’s run-scoring single, a 

Brumfield sacrifice fly and 
freshman Ariel Perry’s 
double to left field put the 
Ladybirds up 6-1.

In just her second var-
sity contest, Perry was 2 
for 4, including an RBI 
single in the sixth. The 
Nos. 7-9 positions in the 
Southern Nash order 
accounted for 12 plate 
appearances, with eight 
of those reaching safely. 
At the top, Taylor Bailey 
went 2 for 4.

“One thing I was really 
happy about was the bot-

tom of our lineup,” Collie 
said. “We got some pro-
duction from the bottom, 
and that was really key.”

Fike’s other hit came by 
way of senior Ashley Pen-
dergrass in the top of the 
first. Curlings, in addition 
to her 2-for-2 outing of-
fensively, struck out three 
and walked six. Six of her 
nine runs were earned as 
the need to get extra outs 
mounted.

“I saw some people 
out here struggling, so I 
just tried to help out as 
much as I could,” Curl-
ings said.

As a shortened season 
begins to play itself out, 
time moves even quicker 
for teams that can’t find 
themselves at the top of 
the Big East standings. 

Perhaps, even a touch 
faster for Fike’s four-
member senior class.

“The big thing is, just 
get the young girls experi-
ence,” Jenkins said. “The 
bad thing is, our older 
girls, this is their last go 
around. And we only get 
11 or 12 shots at it.”

TDs on 15 carries, had 
an 80-yard kickoff return 
TD in the second half. 
Vick was complemented 
in the backfield by junior 
Sammy Gandy, who ran 
for 115 yards on nine car-
ries, including a 48-yard 
TD run to start the third-
quarter scoring. 

Freshman Jordan Vick, 
Jackson’s younger broth-
er, got into the scoring 
action with a 13-yard TD 
run in the second quar-
ter and finished with 33 
yards on six carries. 

“If you had told me last 
week we’d score that 
many points, I’d laugh at 
you,” Foster said.

Zyon Nicholson, who 

finished with 46 yards 
on the ground, ended 
the scoring, notching 
the game’s 15th TD with 
5:18 remaining.

The loss crippled 
Hunt’s hopes of a Big 
East title with losses to 
Rocky Mount and South-
ern Nash, the two teams 
ahead of the Warriors in 
the standings. 

“The Big East has a 
lot of parity this year, 
you have to be on your 
A game each and every 
week,” Jackson said. “No 
room for mistakes, mis-
cues, and certainly not 
turnovers for scores.”

The Firebirds will 
host Rocky Mount this 
week while Hunt visits 
Franklinton.

Hunt’s John 
Barnes (80) tries 
to bring down 
Southern Nash 
ball carrier Zyon 
Nicholson (24) 
during the second 
half of Friday’s 
home game. The 
Firebirds won 
71-35. Amberleigh 
Dornseif | Special to 
The Enterprise 

Firebirds: Big East title
Ladybirds: Fike’s defense racked up five errors
continued from page 1B

continued from page 1B

Gout relief, historic 
preservation and 
Easter reflections 

Let 
me be-
gin this 
column 
by tell-
ing you 
about 
one of 
the best-

kept secrets in town.
The Enterprise is now 

located at 123 W. Main St. 
in Spring Hope with daily 
hours from 9 a.m. to noon. 
We are here to talk with 
you about any news items 
you might want to submit, 
ads to be placed, subscrip-
tions renewed or begun 
for the first-time sub-
scriber, engagement and 
wedding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
community calendar 
items, churches added to 
the local directory and just 
to chat if you would like to 
come by for a visit. 

Our number is 252-
478-3651. Please feel 
free to come by during 
our office hours.

I have been plagued 
with the gout this week 
and have hobbled around 
like Chester from “Gun-
smoke” since March 23. 
I stopped by Denton’s 
Automotive on Friday to 
have the oil changed in 
my car and Harold was 
telling me about his fam-
ily members who have 
this same problem. 

I was given advice from 
some nice stranger at the 
post office to drink wild 
cherry juice. Another per-
son asked if I had soaked 
my foot in epsom salt, and 
another suggested to put 
Campho-Phenique on it. 
A visit to my doctor and 
a prescription for predni-
sone and the assurance 

that a cortisone shot was 
next if that didn’t work did 
the trick. Amazing how 
my foot heard that.

There is a plaque on the 
left door entry to the front 
of the former Stanhope 
Elementary School build-
ing that was placed there 
when the building was 
dedicated in 1923. Also 
noted on that plaque was 
the founding date of the 
Stanhope Academy in 
1843. The building itself 
is falling in and is beyond 
repair unless someone 
wins the lottery. 

I think I have found 
the name and address of 
the current owners and 
would like to ask them 
to let that plaque be re-
moved for historic pres-
ervation. If you would 
like to join me in that 
request, please call the 
office at 252-478-3651 or 
email me at jmills.enter-
prise@wilsontimes.com. 

Happy Easter, everyone! 
I saw a sign last week 
as I traveled to Green-
ville along U.S. 264 that 
read something like this 
“Genuine Christians....
Forgive as Jesus did.” As 
He hung on the cross, He 
asked Heavenly Father to 
forgive those who were 
crucifying Him. I don’t be-
lieve any of those soldiers 
looked up and asked for 
that forgiveness. 

May we all look in-
ward to determine if we 
are genuine Christians 
or just showy Christians.

Jan Mills is The Enter-
prise’s customer service 
representative. Reach 
her at 252-478-3651 and 
jmills.enterprise@wil-
sontimes.com.   

JAN MILLS

Humming in the victory garden 
Wildlife, like 

people, need things 
to attract them to 
the area. 

Spring Hope’s 
Economic Develop-
ment Board met 
March 23, and we 
are excited that 
we have a commu-

nity member who’s started Spring 
Hope’s Garden Club. Woo hoo! 
A big, hearty thank you to Peggy 
Leggett!

Please join us. The Spring Hope 
Garden Club needs men and wom-
en and all ages to make this a suc-
cess. Green thumbs, black thumbs 
(heck, even no thumbs) are wel-
comed and encouraged to be part of 
our first steps in the revitalization of 
Spring Hope. Email Peggy Leggett 
at peggyleggett0706@yahoo.com so 
you can be a part of making Spring 
Hope beautiful!

Reviving Spring Hope will be a 
group effort. We need and want 
involvement because “many hands 
make the work light.” We also want 
to include all kinds of diversity. Just 
like a garden is more prolific with 
more variety, our town is seeking to 
reflect all who call this home.

On a smaller note. The weather 
has finally enticed me outside and I 
started my victory garden last week.

I’m always trying to attract things 
that are beneficial to make my yard 
a wildlife friendly environment. I 
enjoy the help they bring and enjoy 
being able to “critter watch” (kind 
of like people watching, but I don’t 
have to leave home).

Hummingbirds are tiny power-
houses for the garden. These prolific 
pollinators spread pollen that rubs on 
their little foreheads while feeding.

What’s more, hummingbirds are 
constantly hungry, which means 
they visit a lot of flowers and give 
pollination a turbo boost!  

ATTRACTING HUMMINGBIRDS

Colors and flower types

First, it’s a common misconcep-
tion that hummingbirds “only see 
red”! Hummingbirds actually have 
four cone cells in their retina (where 
humans only have three). This 
means, like bees, they can perceive 
ultraviolet colors we cannot see!

What’s more, hummingbirds have 
heightened sensitivity to reds, yel-
lows and pinks. Though it is true 
that red is a “food signal” to

hummingbirds, they are not blind 
to other colors. So, when you’re 
planning which flowers to add to 
your garden, don’t think you can 

only choose the red ones.
So, what flowers do humming-

birds like the most? Any native 
flower full of nectar will do!

It’s important to remember that 
with their high metabolism, hum-
mingbirds seek substantial food 
sources. (This is also why they’ve 
evolved to prefer red, as it usually 
indicates a nutritious snack). So, to 
help your hummingbird visitors to 
remember your garden, you’ll have 
to provide them with some flowers 
with a high nectar reserve.

Here’s a quick list for flowers 
with high nectar content: foxglove, 
salvia, morning glory, phlox, col-
umbine, bee balm, bird of paradise, 
lilies, trumpet vine, cypress

vine and honeysuckle are just a 
few of the many, many flowers that 
can be enjoyed by the tiny torna-
does.

How to feed hummingbirds 

Amazingly, a hummingbird needs 
to eat every 10-15 minutes.

It’s believed that they need to visit 
1,000-2,000 flowers every day to 
satisfy their rapid metabolism! So, 
don’t think your feeder is leaking if 
you are having to refill it every few 
days. Providing hummingbirds with 
alternate sources of nutrients, and 
plenty of water will keep them com-
ing back to your yard. 

The easiest way to do this is hang-
ing red-hued hummingbird feeders 
and water dishes around your gar-
den. Also, you may add insect feed-
ers, as hummingbirds also snack 
on bees, beetles and flies. Whatever 
you choose to add to your garden, 
attracting these tiny, beneficial 
birds, is always entertaining, and 
sometimes even high drama! 

These excited, ravenous birds also 
have impressive memories.

Once they recognize your garden 
is a good source for their feeding 
frenzies, they’ll be sure to remem-
ber your space. This means, of 
course, more pollination, more 
growth and healthier harvests. In 
addition to getting to watch their 
gleaming, colorful wings and bird 
drama from the comfort of your 
backyard!

When I was young, my mother 
used to make this simple recipe to 
attract hummingbirds to the yard. 
It’s easy and cheaper to make your 
own hummingbird potion from 
home. You can keep a fresh supply 
if you’ve got really thirsty humming-
birds visiting you — unless your 
kids try to drink it! (Yes, I caught 
one of my kids thinking it was just 
clear Kool-Aid) Bonus: It only takes 
two ingredients and a few minutes 
to make!

Even if you have a small yard or 
just a balcony, I highly recommend 
adding a hummingbird feeder to 
your area. The hummingbirds will 
appreciate the treat, and if you are 
fortunate, you’ll be blessed with an 
up-close view of some truly enjoy-
able birds.

More importantly, join the Spring 
Hope Garden Club and “grow with 
us!” Email me at VictoryGarden-
Gal@gmail.com or Peggy Leggett 
at: peggyleggett0706@yahoo.com 
so you can be a part of making 
Spring Hope beautiful. 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring Hope resi-
dent who blogs at VictoryGarden-
Gal.com. Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

Hummingbird Nectar 
INGREDIENTS

4 cups of clean water 1 cup of white, granulated sugar
DIRECTIONS

Bring water to a boil. Add 1 cup of granulated sugar and stir until dissolved.

Boil this mixture for 2 minutes to further prevent spoiling.

Allow to cool and pour into a clean hummingbird feeder. 

DEEANN 
RIVERA

The easiest way to do 
this is hanging red-hued 
hummingbird feeders 
and water dishes around 
your garden. Also, you 
may add insect feeders, 
as hummingbirds also 
snack on bees, beetles 
and flies. Whatever you 
choose to add to your 
garden, attracting these 
tiny, beneficial birds, is 
always entertaining, and 
sometimes even high 
drama! 

“There’s a lot to clean up. It’s stuff 
we’ve been practicing on every day. 
We’ll sit out at practice for two hours 
every day that we can get on the field. 
If we can’t get on the field, we’re in the 
gym. And it’s stuff that we work on, 
but when we’re on the field, it’s going 
to be the players that have to produce. 
We can’t do it for them.”
JOSH JENKINS, Fike head coach
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Proclaim good news of Jesus’ resurrection to all 
Peachtree 

Baptist 
Church 
members 
welcomed 
guests and 
watched a 
video on 
“The Tri-
umphant 

Entry,” Jesus entering 
into Jerusalem, on Palm 
Sunday.

Easter is a time when 
we celebrate God’s love 
and sacrifice for us. Please 
come and join us to cel-
ebrate our “Risen Lord,” 
Jesus Christ, on Easter 
Sunday. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Bill and Bart Wood 
in loving memory of their 
mother, Patricia Wood.

Special music: Jane May 
performed a piano solo. 
Marta Whitehouse sang 
“How Beautiful.”   

Bible verse for the 
month of March: Deuter-
onomy 6: 6-7.

Pastor’s message: “Are 
You Demonstrating Life 
After Easter?” with Scrip-
ture from 1 Peter 1: 3-8.

RESURRECTION SUNDAY

My devotional this week 
is “Easter: Resurrection 
Sunday,” from David Sny-
der.

“This week we are cele-
brating ‘Holy Week.’ Next 
Sunday, Christians around 
the world will be celebrat-
ing Jesus’ resurrection on 
‘Easter Sunday.’

“After the Sabbath, as 
the first day of the week 
was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other 
Mary, the mother of James 
and Salome, bought spices 
so that they could go and 
anoint him. 

“Very early in the morn-
ing, on the first day of 
the week, they went to 
the tomb at sunrise. They 
were saying to one anoth-
er, ‘Who will roll away the 
stone from the entrance to 
the tomb for us?’ Looking 
up, they noticed that the 
stone  —  which was very 
large  —  had been rolled 
away.

“There was a violent 
earthquake, because an 
angel of the Lord de-
scended from heaven and 
approached the tomb. 
He rolled back the stone 
and was sitting on it. 
His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing 
was as white as snow. The 
guards were so shaken by 
fear of him that they be-
came like dead men.

“‘Why are you looking 
for the living among the 
dead?’ asked the angel. 

“The angel told the 
women, ‘Don’t be afraid, 
because I know you are 
looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here. 
For he has risen, just as 
he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his dis-
ciples, ‘He has risen from 
the dead and indeed he 
is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; you will see him 
there.’ Listen, I have told 
you.’

“So, departing quickly 
from the tomb with fear 
and great joy, they ran to 
tell his disciples the news. 
Just then Jesus met them 
and said, ‘Greetings!’ They 
came up, took hold of his 
feet and worshiped him. 
Then Jesus told them, ‘Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell 
my brothers to leave for 
Galilee, and they will see 
me there.’

“Returning from the 
tomb, they reported all 
these things to the Eleven 
and to all the rest. Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James and 
the other women with 
them were telling the 
apostles all these things 
they had seen. ‘They’ve 
taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know 
where they’ve put him!’ 
But these words seemed 
like nonsense to the dis-
ciples, and they did not 

believe the women. 
“At that, Peter and the 

other disciple went out, 
heading for the tomb. 
The two were running 
together, but the other dis-
ciple outran Peter and got 
to the tomb first. Stooping 
down, he saw the linen 
cloths lying there, but he 
did not go in. Then, fol-
lowing him, Simon Peter 
also came. He entered the 
tomb and saw the linen 
cloths lying there. The 
wrapping that had been 
on his head was not lying 
with the linen cloths but 
was folded up in a sepa-
rate place by itself. 

“The other disciple, who 
had reached the tomb 
first, then also went in, 
saw and believed. For they 
did not yet understand 
the Scripture that he must 
rise from the dead. Then 
the disciples returned to 
the place where they were 
staying.

“Jesus is alive! Rejoice! 
Jesus won! The tomb is 
empty! He conquered both 
sin and death and sealed 
within our hearts the guar-
antee of eternal life!

“The anthem of every 
church must be centered 
on the resurrection. If 
there was not resurrec-
tion, where would our 
hope be? How could we 
face the bad news when 
there is no guarantee of 
the good news? Jesus 
came, suffered, died and 
rose again three days later.

“Today, I want you to 
proclaim the good news to 
all you see. Sing the good 
news. Share the good 
news. Live by the good 
news.

“The resurrection is far 
better than any other hope 
we can have in this world. 
When you have a bad day, 
remind yourself the tomb 
is empty.

“When life is difficult, 
remind yourself the tomb 
is empty. When you are 
weak, sick, scared or anx-
ious; remind yourself the 
tomb is empty. He came 
not only to suffer and die, 
but to have everlasting 
life.” 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar 
signup sheets for 2021 are 
in the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• The Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North 
American missions will 
begin this week. 

• Deacons’ meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 30, in the fellow-
ship hall. 

• The Peachtree Baptist 
Church Conference will 
be held at noon Sunday, 
April 11, after morning 
worship.

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Jamie and Chad 
Horner are in Indiana with 
Chad’s family. Chad’s fa-
ther is very ill. Please pray 
for them.

• The men of Sandy 
Cross Methodist Church 
will hold their annual bar-
becue chicken plate sale at 
11 a.m. Friday, April 19, at 
the Coopers Ruritan Club. 
Meals are drive-thru only; 
the dining hall will be 
closed. Plates are $8 each 
and will be available on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

• Three area Ruritan 
clubs will hold barbecue 
chicken plate sales — the 
Momeyer Ruritan Club on 
April 2, the Oak Level Ru-
ritan Club on April 23 and 
the Coopers Ruritan Club 
on May 7. Each plate sale 
begins at 11 a.m., with 
food available until sold 
out. No tickets will be sold 
in advance. Plates are $8 
each and will be served to 
drive-thru customers with 
no on-site dining.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-

bara Privette, Linwood 
May, Kathy Farmer, Rudy 
and Gail Brantley.

• Billy Bunn, Dorothy 
Nelson, Ginny Bedding-
field, Seth and Eric Hicks, 
Bonita Mildon, daughter 
of Ginny and Curtis Bed-
dingfield, Sarah Page and 
Timmy Clifton, Randell 
Whitley and Donnie Pat-
terson.

• Delcie Wakefield and 
Frances Hutchins are in 
skilled nursing. Pastor Bill 
Wakefield is recovering at 
home.

• Ronnie Matthews, Au-
drey Farmer and Barbara 

Glover are recovering at 
home. 

• Janie Joyner, Bill Nel-
son. Joyce Brinkley and 
Eula Gupton are undergo-
ing treatment.

• Norman Whitley was 
scheduled for surgery on 
March 23. 

• Margaret Abbott was 
scheduled for surgery on 
Monday. 

• Joan Eason is awaiting 
surgery on April 12.

• James Tharrington, 
Joyce Brinkley and Vicky 
Bunn are recovering.

• Tanya Pitts and Mann 
Drewrey need prayers.

• Shelton Williams 
needs prayers.

• Jon Anglemeyer, 
friend of Nikki Scott, 
needs our prayers. Jon, a 

father of two, needs a kid-
ney transplant.

• All organ donors need 
our prayers.

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. 

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays the week before 
the events. I will need your 
news no later than 4 p.m. 
on Sundays. 

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.  

FRAN 
BUNN

Jesus is alive! Rejoice! Jesus won! The 
tomb is empty! He conquered both sin 
and death and sealed within our hearts 
the guarantee of eternal life!
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Brock Equipment honored as top Reinke dealer
For The Enterprise

BAILEY — Irrigation sys-
tems and technology com-
pany Reinke Manufactur-
ing has recognized Brock 
Equipment as a top five 
dealer in sales for its terri-
tory. Located in Bailey and 
Calypso, Brock Equipment 
also received a Diamond 
Pride Award in recognition 
of its success last year.

“We are proud to honor 
the team at Brock Equip-
ment with these awards,” 
said Chris Roth, Reinke 
president. “They’ve shown 
a great deal of dedication, 
working hard to support 
their growers. We appreci-

ate those efforts as Reinke 
continues to develop and 
implement irrigation 
equipment and technology 
designed to increase agri-
culture production.”

Reinke dealerships 
from across the United 
States and Canada come 
together annually for the 
company’s sales conven-
tion. This year, they gath-
ered virtually to recognize 
select Reinke dealers for 
their work and commit-
ment to the higher stan-
dards of being 100% Rein-
ke-certified. Dealers and 
Reinke leaders discussed 
new products and initia-
tives from the past year.

The Reinke Pride 
Awards are determined as 
part of an incentive pro-
gram that distinguishes 
superior achievement lev-
els according to an evalu-
ation based on a dealer-
ship’s exterior and interior 
housekeeping and mainte-
nance, indoor and outdoor 
displays, safety, retail envi-
ronment, merchandising, 
professionalism, promo-
tions, event participation 
and market share.

Brock Equipment op-
erates locations at 6550 
Deans St. in Bailey and 
102 S. Fourth St. in the 
Duplin County town of 
Calypso. For more infor-

mation, visit www.brock-
equipment.com.

With hundreds of dealers 
in more than 40 countries, 
Reinke Manufacturing bills 
itself as the world’s largest 
privately held manufac-
turer of center pivot and 
lateral move irrigation sys-
tems. Family owned since 
1954 and headquartered in 
Deshler, Nebraska, Reinke 
says it develops products 
and technology designed 
to increase agriculture 
production while providing 
labor savings and environ-
mental efficiencies. 

Visit Reinke.com for 
more information or to 
locate a dealership.   

Mike Mills and Tyler Brock are pictured with a Diamond 
Pride Award from Reinke Manufacturing, a Nebraska-based 
irrigation systems company. Brock Equipment in Bailey 
and Calypso was recently honored as a top five Reinke 
dealership. Contributed photo

New millipede species named after Spring Hope professor
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — As 
graduate students at East 
Carolina University, David 
Beamer and classmate 
Paul Marek were inspired 
by the work of an amateur 
snail biologist named Les-
lie Hubricht.

“Hubricht traveled as a 
typewriter technician and 
collected snails along the 
way,” Beamer said. “In 
doing so, he not only dis-
covered many species of 
snails, but he also uncov-
ered new species of milli-
pedes and salamanders.” 

Beamer thought it would 
be cool to discover a new 
species of millipede in the 
coastal plain region — an 
understudied area. From 
working with Marek, he 
knew a little bit about mil-
lipedes and began to look 
for them while he was in 
the field collecting sala-
manders.

During a research trip 
in 2003, Beamer found a 
dead male millipede that 
was still in good shape. He 
put it on a leaf, packed it 
in mud and returned with 
it in a vial. 

“At the time, Paul Marek 
was working on his disser-
tation and was an expert 
in apherloriine millipedes, 
so it made sense to give it 
to him,” Beamer said.

Beamer discovered the 
millipede near Barnwell, 
South Carolina, on the 

edge of a swamp in a 
small forest relatively far 
from areas regularly vis-
ited by biologists. 

“These types of milli-
pedes are generally more 
common in the mountains, 
and most of the sampling 
for them has occurred 
there, leaving the coastal 
plain much more sparsely 
sampled,” he said.

“Paul wasn’t too excited 
at first, but as soon as the 
mud was washed away 
and he could get a good 
look at it, he thought it 
might be something new,” 
Beamer added. 

Realizing the finding’s 
potential significance, 
Marek and Beamer re-
turned to the same area in 
2004 and found two more 
samples of the same type 
of millipede.

Beamer hadn’t entirely 
forgotten about the mil-
lipedes, but had moved 
on with his own research 
examining the species of 

dusky salamanders, col-
lecting genomic data and 
teaching biology courses 
as a professor at Nash 
Community College.

In March 2021, Beamer 
received an email from 
Marek. The subject line 
read: Sigmoria beameri. 

Marek and fellow re-
searchers had finally 
concluded the three mil-
lipedes were indeed a new 
species.

While he didn’t have a 
role in the research be-
yond finding the first mil-
lipede and handing it to 
someone who understood 
it, Beamer is proud to be 
part of the discovery. 

“Having a species 
named after you is defi-
nitely a bragging right for 
a biologist,” he said, “so 
that was a really exciting 
day.” 

The new millipede spe-
cies, Sigmoria beameri, 
is described in a paper 
published in January titled 

“Phylogenetic Systemat-
ics of the Millipede Family 
Xystodesmidae.”

“It takes a while to con-
clusively establish a new 
species because the process 
involves extensive data col-
lection, comparison and 
study,” Beamer said. “But, 
the millipedes we found in 
2003 and 2004 are the only 
three individuals of this spe-
cies known to science.”

Last year, Beamer was 
also among a team of sci-
entists who contributed 
to the discovery of a new 
species of salamander in 
North Carolina. Beamer 
said he still collects milli-
pedes during his fieldwork 
because he is interested in 
the similar environmental 
habitats between milli-
pedes and salamanders.

Beamer grew up in Ce-
dar Lake, Indiana, where 
he explored ecosystems, 
made observations and 
collected data as a young 
aspiring scientist. He stud-
ied at Indiana University, 
earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in biology. 
Beamer earned a Master 
of Science degree in biol-
ogy and a Ph.D in interdis-
ciplinary biology at East 
Carolina University. 

He serves as biology 
professor and lead re-
searcher at Nash Com-
munity College in Rocky 
Mount. Beamer lives in 
Spring Hope with his wife, 
Denise, and their son. 

Forced patriotism: Unlawful and un-American
Following high-

profile national 
anthem protests, 
lawmakers passed 
a local ordinance 
requiring citizens 
to “stand solemnly 
and deport them-
selves with dignity” 
while the anthem is 

played.
Before conservatives cheer this 

development too loudly, they should 
know the law was enacted last year 
in Hong Kong and refers to “March 
of the Volunteers,” the anthem ex-
tolling communism in the People’s 
Republic of China.

More than 8,000 miles away, Re-
publican legislators in Tennessee 
and Texas have similar designs on 
forced patriotism.

While Hong Kong soccer fans 
booing the Chinese national anthem 
prompted the law in China’s semi-
autonomous region, our domestic 
discord stems from athletes kneel-
ing to protest racial injustice while 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” is 
played.

Tennessee Lt. Gov. Randy Mc-
Nally and 26 state senators signed 
a Feb. 22 letter urging chancellors 
at the state’s public universities to 
forbid student-athletes from kneel-
ing during the anthem. The letter 
was drafted a week after the men’s 
basketball team at East Tennessee 
State University took a knee.

“To address the issues, we en-
courage each of you to adopt poli-
cies within your respective athletic 
departments to prohibit any such 
actions moving forward,” Senate 
Republicans wrote.

In Texas, Senate Bill 4 would bar 
local governments from signing 
deals with professional sports teams 
that involve taxpayer money unless 
teams agree to play the national 
anthem before each home game. 
Republican Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has 

applauded the bill.
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark 

Cuban’s decision to stop playing 
the anthem before games prompted 
that measure. The Mavs’ experi-
ment ended abruptly last month 
when NBA officials said the league 
would require all 30 of its teams to 
include the anthem in pregame cer-
emonies.

Controversy continues to swirl 
as the silent protest former San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback Co-
lin Kaepernick started in August 
2016 spreads throughout the pro, 
collegiate and scholastic sports 
ranks. Kaepernick initially sat on 
the bench while teammates stood 
for the national anthem, but after 
meeting with Nate Boyer, a former 
Seattle Seahawks player and Green 
Beret, he began kneeling to show 
respect for veterans and fallen 
troops.

Kneeling is a more reverent ges-
ture than standing — service mem-
bers kneel at military gravesites, 
and penitents kneel in church to 
humble themselves before God — 
but many conservatives still take 
umbrage at the protest posture.

While anthem kneelers say 
they’re demonstrating patriotism 
by calling on the United States to 
live up to its ideals of liberty and 
equality, opponents say the practice 
makes a unifying ritual divisive.

Traditionalists are free to express 
their preference that people stand 
for “The Star-Spangled Banner,” but 
they can’t use government power to 
pipe the anthem through the loud-
speakers or force fellow Americans 
to their feet. Compelled speech has 
been unlawful in the United States 
since 1943.

In West Virginia State Board of 
Education v. Barnette, a 6-3 Su-
preme Court struck down school 
rules requiring students to recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance and salute the 
flag. The gestures require “affirma-

tion of a belief and an attitude of 
mind,” the court noted, and making 
such vows mandatory violates the 
First Amendment.

“If there is any fixed star in our 
constitutional constellation, it is 
that no official, high or petty, can 
prescribe what shall be orthodox 
in matters of politics, nationalism, 
religion, or other matters of opinion, 
or force citizens to confess by word 
their faith therein,” then-Justice 
Robert H. Jackson wrote.

Tennessee senators are asking 
university officials to break the law. 
As government institutions, public 
colleges can’t require student-ath-
letes to engage in symbolic speech 
with which they disagree.

While private sports leagues like 
the NBA can require teams to play 
the national anthem, the state of 
Texas lacks the authority to do so. 
Like individual players, organiza-
tions have free speech rights. Par-
roting the state’s preferred message 
cannot be a condition of a govern-
ment contract.

Politicians can pout and stamp 
their feet, but courts won’t condone 
any effort to make the national an-
them compulsory. Coercion runs 
counter to the true nature of Ameri-
can patriotism, which relies on sin-
cere personal participation.

Francis Scott Key’s ode to the red, 
white and blue honors “the land of 
the free.” Those who prize confor-
mity over freedom may be more 
comfortable in an authoritarian 
country like communist China.

Corey Friedman is editor of The En-
terprise and executive editor of 
Restoration NewsMedia. In this 
weekly column for Creators Syndi-
cate, he explores solutions to politi-
cal conflicts from an independent 
perspective. Follow him on Twitter 
@coreywrites. To read features by 
other Creators writers and cartoon-
ists, visit www.creators.com. 

Sweep out those 
sweepstakes scams 

You’ve 
won big! 
That’s an 
attention-
grabbing 
line, 
right?

We all 
love to 
win priz-

es and money, but all too 
often, the lure of a prize 
is just a scam to take our 
money. You or someone 
you know may receive an 
email, letter or phone call 
telling you you’ve won a 
lottery or a big prize or 
are a finalist in a sweep-
stakes contest.

Last year, North 
Carolinians reported to 
my office losing more 
than $1.4 million in 209 
sweepstakes scams.

Be skeptical of messag-
es claiming you’ve won 
or could win something. 
If you don’t remember 
entering a contest, it’s 
probably a scam.

Many times, scam-
mers will spam hundreds 
of people with calls or 
emails, telling them all 
they’ve won or are a 
finalist. This is just an at-
tempt to try to get a few 
people to respond and 
share their personal or 
financial information. 
You can often catch these 
scams by checking the 
postage — a “bulk rate” 
or “presorted first class” 
posting means that the 
mailing went to many 
people at once.

Often, scammers will 
claim you’ve won a prize, 
but they’ll ask you to pay 
a small fee first to cover 
taxes or other costs as-
sociated with the prize. 
These upfront fees are 
illegal in North Carolina 
— if you’re asked to pay 
them, it’s a scam.

You also never need to, 
and shouldn’t, share your 
Social Security or bank 

account numbers, credit 
card information or other 
personal information to 
win a prize. And if you’re 
asked to pay using a 
gift card, it’s definitely a 
scam.

When it comes to 
sweepstakes offers, 
scammers often try to 
make it seem like you 
must buy something in 
order to have a chance 
of winning. That’s not 
true. You have an equal 
opportunity to win a 
sweepstakes regardless 
of whether or not you 
buy anything.

Read the fine print in 
these offers carefully. It 
often includes conditions 
or caveats that change 
the offer and determine 
what the odds of winning 
really are — they are of-
ten very slim.

And anyone who offers 
lottery tickets through 
the mail or over the 
phone is trying to cheat 
you, because this is il-
legal.

You can cut down on 
sweepstakes and other 
scam calls by signing 
up for the Do Not Call 
registry and contacting 
your phone service pro-
viders to ask them what 
free call blocking and 
labeling tools are avail-
able. You shouldn’t have 
to pay additional fees for 
these tools, and they can 
often help label or block 
spam calls.

If you think you, or 
someone you know, has 
been scammed with a fake 
sweepstakes or lottery 
scam, let my office know 
by calling 1-877-5-NO-
SCAM or filing an online 
complaint at www.ncdoj.
gov/complaint.

Josh Stein is serving his 
second term as North 
Carolina’s elected attor-
ney general. 
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is pictured 
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a day field 
research 
on the 
Blue Ridge 
Escarpment 
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