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Nash expands virus 
vaccine rollout
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Nash Coun-
ty has begun scheduling CO-
VID-19 vaccine appointments 
for the first part of Group 4, 
including people with high-risk 

medical conditions.
High-risk conditions can in-

clude asthma, cancer, chronic 
kidney disease, COPD, cystic 
fibrosis, diabetes, heart condi-
tions, pregnancy, diabetes and 
a weakened immune system. 
The rest of Group 4, essential 
workers who are not yet vacci-

nated, will be able to schedule 
appointments beginning April 
7.

All county providers have 
administered a combined total 
of 18,630 first-dose shots. The 
second-dose total is 9,508. Disposed syringes are shown following a recent mass vaccination 

clinic in neighboring Wilson County. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration 
NewsMedia See VACCINE, Page 4A

Photo studio aims to make dreams come true 
By Lindell J. Ka
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

BAILEY — A photographer with an 
impressive resume has opened a down-
town picture boutique.

Mirabela Kruger runs Fofia Studio 
Creation on Main Street. The studio’s 
name is a reference to Kruger’s daugh-
ter. When 12-year-old Sofia Renee was 
a young child, she pronounced her first 
name “Fofia.”  

“Very few things I don’t offer,” Kruger 
said. “I don’t do cookie-cutter photog-
raphy. I’m not focused on one style. I 
say, ‘Close your eyes, let your imagina-
tion fly, tell me your vision and I will 
bring it to life.’”

Kruger said she knows professional 
photography sessions can be expen-
sive.

“Come to me with a budget,” Kruger 
said. “I offer a one-stop shop and pay-
ment plans. I want people to have the 
ability to have a luxurious wedding by 
offering quality at affordable prices.”

Kruger said she’s willing to help ful-
fill dreams because she understands 
life’s ups and downs.

Kruger’s son Hunter spent 289 days 
in the hospital after his birth four years 
ago. Hunter suffers from a rare disease 
with only 1,000 cases worldwide. So 
far, the boy has undergone 27 surger-
ies.

“His chance of survival was very 
low,” Kruger said.

A wedding planner at the time, Kru-
ger began taking photos of her son to 
document his hospital stay in case that 
was the only memory of him the family 
would have. She found herself devel-
oping a passion for photography and 
began offering free sessions to families 
with children in the hospital.

“I could relate to them and share my 
own story,” Kruger said. “Photography 
clicked.”

After 19 months in a Raleigh hospital, 
the family took Hunter to specialists at 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.

At one point, Hunter died, but hospi-
tal staffers were able to bring him back 
after 17 minutes of CPR, Kruger said.

“We were given a second chance,” 
she said.

The family spent time at the Ronald 
McDonald House, and again, Kruger 

found herself taking photos of the 
other families staying there in order 
to give them something to remember 
their often terminal children.

“In a weird way, photography chose 
me,” Kruger said. “I knew then I would 
switch to photography.”

“I get asked a lot how we handle our 
kid going into the hospital so much,” 
Kruger said. “I say ‘We just have to do 
it.’”

Both her family and her husband 
Kevin’s families have helped the Kru-
gers. 

“You create a plan and stick to it,” 
Kruger said, attributing her ability to 
run a business and juggle appoint-
ments to her time spend running back 
and forth to Atlanta, a 700-mile round 
trip.

At the children’s hospital, her photog-

raphy career went full-bloom. 
Television and radio host Ryan 

Seacrest of “American Idol” fame is 
an Atlanta native. His nonprofit Ryan 
Seacrest Foundation has a center at the 
children’s hospital.

One day about three years ago, Kru-
ger was in the hospital with her son 
when a foundation employee told her 
that its regular photographer called out 
and the group needed someone to fill 
in immediately. The once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity led to more gigs with the 
foundation. 

Kruger has photographed a who’s 
who of pop music stars — including 
Selena Gomez — and many other ce-
lebrities.

A Raleigh resident, Kruger stumbled 
across the empty building in Bailey 
while helping her parents look for 

space to open a new restaurant.
“I had never thought about a studio,” 

Kruger said. “I walked in here and fell 
in love.”

The restaurant never happened, but 
Kruger’s studio opened for business 
earlier this month.

Kruger offers photography for every-
thing from real estate to weddings and 
family portraits to fashion modeling 
and actor headshots.

Kruger scheduled a headshot event 
in Raleigh on Wednesday. She will soon 
travel to Maine and Texas for wedding 
shoots.

To ask questions or book an appoint-
ment, call 919-348-4342 or drop by the 
studio at 6222 Main St. in Bailey.

Kruger is on Twitter, Pinterest, Face-
book and Instagram with the username 
@fofiastudiocreation.  

Mirabela Kruger is shown in her new photography boutique, Fofia Studio Creation on Main Street in downtown Bailey. Lindell J. Kay | 
Enterprise

Officer returns to work after wreck
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
 | 252-265-8117

MIDDLESEX — A police 
officer injured in a fiery crash 
early last month has recovered 
and returned to work.

Officer Trevor Collins, 25, re-
sumed his duties as a police of-
ficer on March 17, said Police 
Chief Mike Collins, no relation 

to the officer. 
On Feb. 4, Trevor Collins 

was returning to Middlesex 
from Zebulon when his patrol 
car collided with a tractor-
trailer.

Collins was pinned in his 
car, which caught fire after the 
collision, Zebulon Police Chief 
Jacqui Boykin said at the time.

Zebulon firefighters extin-
guished the flames and pulled 

Collins from his car. Collins 
spent the night in intensive 
care, moved to a hospital room 
the next day and a couple of 
days later, he returned to the 
Lake Royale community in 
Franklin County to recuperate 
at home. 

Collins has been with the de-
partment since May. He previ-
ously worked for the Franklin-
ton Police Department.  

Middlesex Police Officer Trevor Collins is back on patrol after 
suffering injuries in a crash last month. Contributed photo



Paul Emerson Tedder 
April 5, 1941 — March 12, 2021

MIDDLESEX — Paul Emerson Tedder, 79, 
died Friday, March 12, 2021. Arrangements 
are by Joyner’s Funeral Home and Crematory, 
Wilson. 

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices 
at no charge. Full obituaries are published on a 
paid basis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. Friday 
for each Wednesday’s edition. Contact Lori Par-
rish at 252-265-7850 with questions.   

OBITUARIES
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Ruritans to hold 
chicken plate sale

MOMEYER — The Momeyer 
Ruritan Club, 4812 Momeyer Way 
(Nashville address) will hold a bar-
becue chicken plate sale at 11 a.m. 
Friday, April 2.

Plates are $8 each and are first-
come, first-served. Tickets will not 
be sold in advance, and plates will 
be available until they’re sold out. 
The sale is takeout only. For more 
information, call 252-459-4560.

Church plans Easter 
egg drop

BAILEY — The youth group 
from Midpoint Church of Middle-
sex will drop 10,000 Easter eggs 
from a helicopter to kick off its 
egg hunt, which is planned from 
noon to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 3, at 

the Bailey-Middlesex Community 
Park, 8104 Stoney Hill Church 
Road.

Games and free food will be 
available. Organizers will wear 
face masks and observe social 
distancing guidelines, and sani-
tization stations will be on hand. 
For more information, email Drew 
Ingram at drewingram309@gmail.
com.

Meal program seeks 
volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Se-
nior Services is seeking volunteers 
for the agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring Hope, 
Bailey and the West Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nu-
tritious lunchtime meal for seniors 
on 10 routes within Nash County. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

and underlying medical condi-
tions, several volunteers have been 
unable to participate. Organizers 
are seeking adults without chronic 
health conditions and COVID-19 
risk factors who are available from 
9:30-11 a.m. at least one weekday 
each week to deliver meals. De-
pending on the route, meal deliv-
eries take roughly half an hour to 
an hour.

Prospective volunteers or people 
with questions can call Senior Ser-
vices Coordinator Wendy Perry at 
252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings 
are published as a public service 
of The Enterprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday for each 
Wednesday’s edition. Email listings 
to cfriedman@wilsontimes.com 
with “Community Calendar” in the 
subject line.  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sex offender faces 
new child porn charges
The Wake Weekly

KNIGHTDALE — A 
Knightdale man is ac-

cused of 
download-
ing and 
maintain-
ing child 
pornog-
raphy, ac-
cording to 
the Wake 
County 

Sheriff’s Office.
Farhad Murad 

Baloch, 31, was recent-
ly charged with seven 
counts of second-
degree exploitation of 
a minor after a three-
month investigation, 
the sheriff’s office said.

Deputies were alert-
ed of the possible crime 
through a tip submit-
ted to the National 
Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. In-

vestigators discovered 
early on that Baloch 
was placed on the 
Wake County Sex Of-
fender registry in 2015 
after being convicted 
on similar charges.

“Upon completion of 
the investigation, and 
because this subject 
is currently on the sex 
offender registry, this 
agency will recom-
mend that this individ-
ual face federal time if 
convicted,” said Sheriff 
Gerald Baker. “This 
move should send a 
clear message that the 
Wake County Sheriff’s 
Office will continue 
to aggressively take 
a stand against those 
who exploit children.”

Baloch, of White Opal 
Drive, was placed in 
the Wake County De-
tention Center under a 
$300,000 secured bond.  

Baloch

Acker named Eastern District’s acting US attorney   
From staff reports

RALEIGH — G. Nor-
man Acker III is acting 

U.S. attorney 
for the East-
ern District 
of North Car-
olina follow-
ing Robert 
Higdon Jr.’s 
departure. 

Acker has 
served as an assistant 
U.S. attorney for more 
than 30 years. During 
his tenure, he litigated 
civil and criminal cases 
in U.S. District Court as 
well as in the 4th Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals.

Acker was deputy civil 
chief and the civil chief 

for 18 years, and for 
the last three years, he 
has served as the first 
assistant U.S. attorney, 
supervising the work of 
the civil, criminal and ap-
pellate divisions.

“It is an honor and a 
privilege to represent 
the people of the United 
States in federal court,” 
Acker said. “The U.S. 
Attorney’s Office has 
worked closely with 
federal, state and local 
law enforcement agen-
cies over the past sev-
eral years to protect the 
citizens of the Eastern 
District of North Caro-
lina, and I pledge to do 
my best to continue this 
important work.”

As an assistant U.S. at-
torney, Acker’s primary 
focus of litigation was 
pursuing individuals 
and corporations who 

committed fraud against 
the United States. He 
was the office’s affirma-
tive civil enforcement 
coordinator and health 
care fraud coordinator. 
He handled white-collar 
cases involving contract 
fraud against the mili-
tary, health care fraud 
against the Medicare 
and Medicaid programs 
and many other types of 
fraud against the govern-
ment.

During his career, Ack-
er has received numer-
ous awards, including 
the Commander’s Award 
for Public Service, the 
Army’s highest civilian 
medal, in appreciation 
for judgments and settle-
ments totaling several 
million dollars, and the 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Inspector General’s 
Integrity Award for a 

criminal prosecution that 
resulted in a related civil 
settlement of more than 
$23 million. In addition, 
Acker was the lead at-
torney in two month-long 
trials against Tuomey 
Hospital for Medicare 
fraud that resulted in a 
judgment for $237 mil-
lion against the hospital.

Acker has served as the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office’s 
professional responsibil-
ity officer for many years, 
and he also served for 
several years on the N.C. 
State Bar Ethics Com-
mittee.

Born and raised in Ra-
leigh, Acker received his 
undergraduate degree 
and law degree from the 
University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill. Mar-
ried for 37 years, he has 
three adult children and 
four grandchildren.  

Acker

Scouts deliver food donations  
Members of Boy Scout Troop 8, led by Scoutmaster Bobby Pittman, are pictured 
after delivering 1,300 pounds of food to the Family Food Basket ministry in Sims 
on Feb. 13. The food bank is operated by Rebecca Dew and her team, and it 
serves Sims, Bailey and Middlesex families. The troop said its annual Scouting 
for Food donation drive nearly doubled last year’s collection despite being held in 
cold, rainy conditions. Contributed photo

Looking on the bright side? 
A woman was look-

ing sad, so her husband 
asked her what was 
wrong. She proceeded to 
tell him about her woes 
at work and her recent 
weight gain.

“Oh,” her husband 
said. “That’s a relief. The 
way you were acting, I 

thought God had died.”
Consider the words of Psalm 47: “O 

clap your hands, all your people; Shout 
to God with the voice of triumph and 
songs of joy…Sing praises to God, sing 
praises; God reigns over the nations; 
God sits on His holy throne” (selected 
verses).

I’m trying to look on the bright side 
of life right now. My woes include prob-
lems such as eye strain from computer 
use, carpal tunnel pain in my right 
wrist and a sprained middle finger on 
my right hand (but not from its over-
use, I assure you).

I have had to drop out of my dulcimer 
class and my watercolor class. I can’t 
write the Easter cards I’d planned to do 
today, and I can’t make corrections on 

the pages in my current book. I can’t 
even read a book. 

How am I typing, then? I’m wearing 
special blue-light restrictive glasses 
and a splint on my right hand. And I’m 
typing this devotion with my right in-
dex finger. But, hey, I’m getting it done!

While you might never have experi-
enced this particular set of challenges, 
you might have had similar ones or 
much worse problems. It’s understand-
able to feel frustrated or even angry. As a 
result, we might feel distraught and sad.

As we approach Easter, we can think 
of all the events in the Bible leading 
up to Easter Sunday. Jesus gets hailed 
with palm leaves and praise, only to be 
rejected when the people realized he 
was not to be their earthly king. Jesus 
gets arrested, tried, convicted, then 
tortured and crucified. His disciples are 
beside themselves, and at a loss about 
what to do. 

But then Easter morning came, and 
Jesus arose from the grave. So, folks, 
let’s look on the bright side. Easter’s 
coming soon!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s wife.  

DONNA 
CROWE
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Hwy 301 between Wilson & Rocky Mount at Sharpsburg

977-2325

Ready for
PICK UP or DELIVERY

 - IN STOCK -
Our buyers worked extra hard during the holidays  
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord 
establishes their steps. (Proverbs 16:9)

PRAYER: Dear Father, guide our steps so that we can build your 
kingdom. Amen.

Talking filibusters 
can reform Senate 

The future of the filibuster in the U.S. Sen-
ate last week became even shakier as more 
Democrats expressed an interest in the “talk-
ing filibuster” following a threat by Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell to com-
pletely shut down the Senate with obstruc-
tionist tactics if the filibuster is eliminated.

I’ve talked about this before, but McCon-
nell’s brazen — and outrageous — threat has 
pushed the issue to the forefront, especially 
following the decision by all Republican 

senators to vote against the $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
package put together by President Biden and congressional 
Democrats.

Congressional Republicans in both the House and Senate 
have completely abandoned any pretense of responsible 
governance or working in good faith with their Democratic 
counterparts. They’ve devolved into a Trumpian cult fixated 
on white grievance, obsession with “cancel culture” and ev-
ery oddball conspiracy theory they can find, and continue to 
embrace the absolute “big lie” against all reality that Trump 
really won the presidential election.

This has been obvious to any viewer of the slanted Fox 
News network, not to mention anyone who knows McCon-
nell’s history of obstructionism, but the truth hit home dur-
ing the votes on coronavirus relief. When all Republicans 
in both the House and Senate voted against a package their 
constituents supported and needed out of sheer partisan-
ship, Democratic senators realized that no further progress 
is going to be made on other Democratic proposals — such 
as climate change, election reform and increasing the mini-
mum wage — as long as the evenly divided Senate continues 
its current use of the filibuster.

Current rules allow Republicans to announce a filibuster 
simply by declaring they have enough votes to prevent the 
60-vote majority needed to invoke cloture, the motion to 
overcome a filibuster and vote on the legislation based on a 
simple majority. It’s all talk, no action, but Republicans — in 
the minority or majority — have used the Senate’s filibuster 
rule to block almost every Democratic initiative for several 
decades.

That abuse of what was intended originally to be a rare 
last-stand protection for the minority has brought the Senate 
to a halt on almost everything important. With so many ur-
gent needs facing the country, it’s no wonder then that Presi-
dent Biden, a supporter of the filibuster, last week expressed 
a willingness to consider filibuster reform, as did several 
other Democratic filibuster supporters.

Growing Democratic pressure prompted McConnell to 
warn, “Nobody serving in this chamber can even begin to 
imagine what a completely scorched-earth Senate would 
look like ... completely drained of comity and consent.” 

He threatened, “The Senate would be more like a 100-car 
pileup — nothing moving as gawkers watch.”

McConnell’s threat to shut down the Senate is real, but it’s 
also somewhat hollow, not to mention hypocritical, because 
the Republicans have already broken the Senate. 

McConnell, as majority leader, ended filibusters procedur-
ally when it suited his purposes, to elect judges and pass 
a tax cut, which is all the current Republicans really care 
about. Otherwise, the dour Republican was proud of his role 
in killing Democratic bills produced in the House or Senate. 
So Democrats, quite rightly, are wondering what they have 
to lose by making changes.

Actually, quite a lot, if they’re not careful. I still maintain, 
and most senators agree, that the 60-vote threshold to end 
debate does protect a minority party from the tyranny of the 
majority, forcing compromise and promoting bipartisan con-
sensus. Ending the filibuster altogether, however tempting 
when Democrats are in the majority, can come back to haunt 
them whenever they return to the minority as inevitable po-
litical cycles roll on.

But “talking filibusters” are something else. I and others 
have long advocated for retaining the filibuster but making 
it more difficult and painful by forcing senators to actually 
hold the floor by speaking until the other side either gets 60 
votes or backs down. No more pretending. It would also re-
quire the filibustering party to keep enough senators on the 
floor to prevent losing a cloture vote. 

Hours or days of speaking and forced attendance would be 
a tremendous physical and psychological strain, especially 
on the more elderly senators. It could be made even more 
painful if the Senate changes the cloture vote from requiring 
60 votes to overcome to 41 votes to maintain. 

Almost all Republican senators would have to remain in 
the chamber, unable to leave or participate in committees 
while the filibuster continued. And both these reforms can 
be made by a simple majority vote of the Senate.

I hope they’ll do this. It will certainly put a crimp in 
Republican tactics, out of sheer exhaustion if nothing 
else, but preserve the value of a filibuster. Further, it will 
allow the American people who might watch an extend-
ed speak-a-thon to see for themselves who is obstruct-
ing the Senate’s business and hear for themselves the 
nonsense the GOP is currently spreading — a true civic 
education.

Under reform, Republicans who filibuster legislation 
Americans support will own the blame for obstructing it. 
And just think of all the money the betting world can make 
by wagering on how long passionate obstructionists can 
hold the floor before collapsing.

Think about it. Better politics, more entertainment and 
perhaps some real progress, all in one reform. That’s a real 
American dream.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor 
and publisher emeritus. 

City makes mountain out 
of social media molehill

Newsflash: 
Police officers 
sometimes use 
bad language 
and adults 
sometimes 
behave in 
silly ways. So 
what?

An article I 
wrote in the newspaper this 
week reports disciplinary 
action taken by the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
against five officers for ap-
pearing in TikTok videos 
deemed inappropriate.

When first alerted to the 
existence of these videos, I 
thought, “Oh, no, what am I 
going to see? White officers in 
blackface? Officers beating a 
defenseless person? Scandal-
ous sex escapades?”

No. None of the above. And 
nothing worth anyone’s time 
— and certainly not worth 
anyone’s job.

So expecting the worst, in 
the minute or so long videos, 

I watched what amounted to 
some bad language and some 
poor lip-syncing of songs with 
profanity in the lyrics.

Who did this really offend? 
Come on, real people use 
bad language. Maybe cops 
shouldn’t record it and put it 
on TikTok, but why are heads 
rolling at City Hall over this 
mess? What is really at play 
here?

Interim Chief George Robin-
son resigned at the same time 
City Hall acknowledged the 
Social Media Five. I’m told he 
didn’t go along with the disci-
plinary action taken against 
his officers. If this is true, then 
good for him. He was a good 
officer, a great chief and a bet-
ter man. 

With so much going on in 
policing around the country 
right now between accusa-
tions of racism and brutality, 
Rocky Mount has a scandal 
over some police officers with 
a potty mouth?

I use bad language. I’m 

an old Navy man. The old 
saying “cuss like a sailor” 
may be stereotypical, but 
it’s true.

My children have picked 
up on my bad language and 
they sometimes use profan-
ity. I have always explained to 
them about appropriateness 
and that no one should pur-
posely offend someone else. 
But other than that, I don’t 
give a $#!+ whether they use 
bad language.

And I don’t care that police 
officers use profanity or they 
act silly at private parties. As 
far as them posting on social 
media — again, an ill-advised 
practice — I don’t care about 
that either. 

If someone is so offended by 
someone dancing and acting 
foolish, they should simply not 
watch it.

Lindell J. Kay is The Enter-
prise’s staff writer. Reach him 
at 252-265-8117 and lkay@
springhopeenterprise.com.  

Give thanks for tractors on the roads 
It’s here 

again, and I 
absolutely love 
it! 

Yep, all 
that massive 
equipment 
moving from 
farm to farm, 
making it 

impossible to drive the sec-
ondary roads without getting 
behind a huge, monstrous 
tractor, sprayer or some 
other piece of land prepara-
tion equipment that I can’t 
recognize and can’t pass un-
less the driver either motions 
me around or pulls over after 
dodging mailboxes. 

On Saturday, I passed 
several fields in Wilson and 
Greene counties that actu-
ally had two or three huge 
pieces of equipment left in 
the field until Monday. They 
can cover more ground in 
one up and down than my 
daddy could with his mules 
and plows or disc harrows in 
half a day. 

With the disc harrow, he 
could ride on that old metal 
seat filled with fertilizer 
bags that had been washed 

in the creek (didn’t think 
about water contamination 
in those days) while the 
mules pulled it. But, that 
first step to prepare the land 
for the new crops was made 
with one mule, one plow 
and one man — walking 
every step in khaki pants 
and shirt, brogan shoes and 
thick socks. 

I never hear the word “gald-
ed” these days, but it was a 
common word back then,  
used to describe the skin 
chafing between the legs. 
Home remedy: Put a white 
potato in the pants pocket 
to absorb the moisture as he 
walked. 

I’m especially grateful to see 
all this equipment, because 
it means that at least one 
more farm has someone who 
loves the land and is willing 
to work it rather than turn it 
into another metal monstros-
ity called a solar “farm.” I 
have yet to understand the 
use of that word to describe 
acres and acres of hideous 
metal shields that can tilt up 
or down with towers that look 
like something out of “Star 
Wars.” 

In my area of Nash Coun-
ty, they are springing up 
like mushrooms. Of course, 
I’m sure the landowners 
love the money received 
for that beautiful farmland 
and there wasn’t anyone 
who wanted to tend their 
acres and acres of open 
fields. 

Let’s not forget all the trees 
that are being cut down to 
make way for progress (but 
at least there’s less pollen 
and no homeland for ani-
mals and birds who can get 
pesky from time to time). I 
get it that progress is inevi-
table and that we need clean 
energy, but I also am sad for 
the generations who will fol-
low. 

What are we leaving them? 
Fields and fields of metal with 
no trees, wildflowers, birds, 
butterflies and no aroma of 
fresh-plowed ground as it is 
being prepared for the new 
crop season. 

Jan Mills is The Enterprise’s 
customer service representa-
tive. Reach her at 252-478-
3651 and jmills.enterprise@
wilsontimes.com.   

Tell us what’s on your mind
The Enterprise welcomes opinions from readers on topics of public interest. Letters that promote a commercial 
product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language, and those addressed 
to a third party, will not be published. Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual claims 
are ineligible for publication. Letters should be no more than 350 words, must be signed and should include the 
writer’s address. A telephone number, which will not be published, should be included for verification purposes. 
Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters become property of The Enterprise.

The Enterprise 123 W. Main St., Spring Hope, N.C. 27882
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Man charged in mall shooting
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Authorities 
have made an arrest in a shooting 
at the Golden East Crossing Mall.

Shyheem Smith, 19, faces two 
counts of causing injury to person-
al property and discharging a fire-
arm within the city limits. Arrested 

Thursday, Smith 
received a $10,000 se-
cured bond. 

At 5 p.m. March 
13, officers with the 
Rocky Mount Police 
Department respond-
ed to a shots-fired call 
at the 1100 N. Wes-

leyan Blvd. mall, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, the department’s public 
information officer.

Witnesses told police that gun-
shots were fired in the Dunham’s 
Sports parking lot, Jackson said.

No one was injured in the shoot-
ing, but several cars sustained 
damage in the spray of gunfire.   
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People who have received their 
second dose are now fully vacci-
nated, and this number is greater 
than 10% of Nash County’s popula-
tion.

Nash County Health Director 
Bill Hill has reported a total of 
10,183 first- and second-dose shots 
administered by the health depart-
ment alone. 

“We are using our entire alloca-

tion every week, proving that there 
is a need for vaccine in our area,” 
Hill said. “In the next few weeks, 
we hope to receive special event 
vaccine that we will administer at 
clinics for local industry and our 
agricultural community.”

People continue to be infected. 
The county has reported a total of 
9,726 cases with 88 new cases in 
the last few days, and 16 people 
were hospitalized as of Friday. 

A total of 172 people in Nash 

County have died of the virus, ac-
cording to information provided 
by Jerome Garner, the county 
health department’s public health 
education specialist.

A list of Nash County vaccine 
providers can be found at www.
nashcountync.gov. Anyone eli-
gible and interested in receiving 
a vaccine from the Nash County 
Health Department can call the 
county’s COVID-19 hotline at 252-
462-2079.   

continued from page 1A

Vaccine: Go online for a list of Nash providers

Rocky Mount’s interim police chief resigns
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — 
The city’s police chief 

has stepped 
down — 
again.

George 
Robinson, 
a 30-year 
veteran of 
the police de-
partment, re-

tired in December after a 
little more than a year in 
the top cop position. He 
returned a month later to 
serve as interim chief. He 
is gone again.

City officials an-
nounced Robinson’s 
resignation Thursday 
evening, about an hour 
after an announcement 
that five police officers 
had been disciplined for 

social media violations.
“Citing unforeseen 

circumstances, Interim 
Police Chief George Rob-
inson has voluntarily re-
signed from his position, 
effectively immediately,” 
Jessie Nunery, the city’s 
media relations special-
ist, said in a news release.

City Manager Rochelle 
Small-Toney appointed 
Capt. Charles Williams 
as interim chief. Williams 
also served as interim 
chief after Robinson’s 
retirement.

“I am thankful for 
Chief Robinson’s service 
to our organization,” 
Small-Toney said through 
Nunery. “I’m confident in 
Charles Williams’ abili-
ties to guide the depart-
ment until the end of 
our search for the city of 
Rocky Mount’s next po-
lice chief.”

In a statement issued 
prior to Robinson’s res-
ignation, department 
spokesman Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson said five officers 
were involved in social 
media posts that violated 
Section 6.2, Part C of city 
policy, which states that 
unacceptable actions 
by employees include: 
“Engaging in vulgar lan-
guage, obscenities, de-
famatory or abusive lan-
guage and language that 
is deemed offensive.”

TikTok videos col-
lected and first shared 
by Fighting Crime and 
Who’s Wanted, a regional 
crime blog, show off-duty 
officers dancing and lip-
syncing to music with 
profanity at what appears 
to be a party and officers 
in uniform using profan-
ity.

The officers displayed 

unacceptable behavior 
and exhibited poor judg-
ment that won’t be toler-
ated by anyone employed 
with the police depart-
ment, Jackson said.

“We will continue to ed-
ucate our staff on social 
media training in an ef-
fort to prevent this from 
occurring in the future,” 
Jackson said. “We have 
conducted an internal in-
vestigation, and disciplin-
ary actions were taken by 
the department.” 

The city didn’t provide 
a reason for Robinson’s 
resignation, but accord-
ing to several social me-
dia posts, Robinson left 
in protest over the city’s 
discipline against the five 
officers.

Robinson didn’t re-
spond to messages seek-
ing comment in time for 
this story.   

Robinson

Smith

Two dozen noncitizens 
accused of voter fraud
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

RALEIGH — An 
18-month federal in-
vestigation has resulted 
in voter fraud charges 
filed against 24 non-U.S. 
citizens living in eastern 
North Carolina, includ-
ing Nash County.

The charges include 
making false claims of 
U.S. citizenship in order 
to register to vote, natu-
ralization fraud and fraud 
and misuse of visas, per-
mits and other documents 
as it relates to the registra-
tion to vote, and making 
false statements in im-
migration proceedings, 
said Don Connelly, public 
information officer for 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Eastern District of 
North Carolina.

Each defendant is 
charged individually, 
Connelly said, with no 
conspiracy or coordina-
tion alleged. 

Homeland Security 
agents investigated the 
cases under the Docu-
ment and Benefit Fraud 
Task Force in the Eastern 
District of North Carolina.

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office thanked the U.S. 
Department of Home-
land Security for its sup-
port in the investigation, 
Connelly said.

Two defendants are 
charged with illegally 
voting in the 2016 gen-
eral election.

• Gabriela Guzman-
Miguel, 26, of Mexico, 
is charged with voting 
by an alien. If convicted, 
she faces maximum 
penalties of 12 months 
in prison, a $100,000 fine 
and a term of supervised 
release following any 
term of imprisonment.

• Jose Abraham Na-

varro, 42, of Mexico, is 
charged with making a 
false claim of U.S. citi-
zenship in order to reg-
ister to vote and voting 
by an alien. If convicted, 
he faces maximum 
penalties of six years in 
prison, a $350,000 fine 
and a term of supervised 
release following any 
term of imprisonment.

The following defen-
dants have been charged 
with making a false claim 
of U.S. citizenship in 
order to register to vote. 
If convicted, each de-
fendant faces maximum 
penalties of five years in 
prison, a $250,000 fine 
and a term of supervised 
release following any 
term of imprisonment.

• Fathy Ahmed Nasser 
Almalikie, 43, of Yemen.

• Denis Javier Miran-
da, 55, of Nicaragua.

• Ikechukwu Agustine 
Okeke, 60, of Nigeria.

• Jhony Cristian 
Camacho-Torres, 27, of 
Mexico.

• Sander Darious, 23, 
of Haiti.

• Juan Aro Flores, 69, 
of Mexico.

• Andys Ramon 
Nunez-Orellana, 25, of 
Honduras.

• Ola Muayad Sarhan, 
35, of Iraq.

• Miriam Perez Roble-
do, 24, of Mexico.

• Marco Antonio 
Herrera-Robles, 26, of 
Mexico.

• Lurbyn Sortaya 
Chirinos-Castro, 24, of 
Honduras.

• Soraya Paktiawal, 
51, of Afghanistan.

• George Ian Richard-
son, 55, of Bermuda.

• Yssouf Jose Sanogo, 
32, of France.

Three defendants have 
been charged with mak-
ing false claims of U.S. 
citizenship in order to 

register to vote, natural-
ization fraud and fraud 
and misuse of visas, 
permits and other docu-
ments, as it relates to 
voter registration. 

If convicted, each de-
fendant faces maximum 
penalties of 25 years 
in prison per count, a 
$250,000 fine per count 
and a term of supervised 
release following any 
term of imprisonment.

• Prince Obambo-Bob-
oya, 30, of Congo.

• Ruth Elizabeth Bran, 
48, of Guatemala.

• Odalinda Mondrag-
on-Arroyo, 32, of Mexico.

Five defendants have 
been charged with natu-
ralization fraud, making 
false statements in immi-
gration proceedings and 
fraud and misuse of visas, 
permits and other docu-
ments. These charges 
stem from and are directly 
related to voter registra-
tion applications that they 
previously completed and 
allegedly falsely claimed 
to be U.S. citizens. 

If convicted, each de-
fendant faces maximum 
penalties of 25 years 
in prison per count for 
naturalization fraud and 
visa fraud and five years 
per count for making 
false statements in im-
migration proceedings, a 
$250,000 fine per count 
and a term of supervised 
release following any 
term of imprisonment.

• Byron Rene Bena-
vides-Campos, 29, of El 
Salvador.

• Jeffrey Kenneth 
Hamilton, 52, of Canada.

• Gessyca Evene Jeas-
pautine Missie, 26, of 
Congo.

• Miguel Angel 
Dominguez-Martinez, 
27, of Guatemala.

• Faustin Ngaruyinka, 
31, of Congo.  

Butterfield votes to 
pass immigration bills
From staff and wire reports 

Rep. G.K. Butterfield, 
D-Wilson, voted with the 

majority to 
approve two 
immigration 
reform bills 
that passed 
the U.S. 
House on 
Thursday. 

Represen-
tatives voted 228-197 to 
pass H.R. 6, the Ameri-
can Dream and Promise 
Act of 2021, with nine 
Republicans joining 219 
Democrats in support of 
the legislation. 

Thirty Republicans 
crossed the aisle to sup-
port H.R. 1603, the Farm 
Workforce Moderniza-
tion Act of 2021, which 
passed by a margin of 
247-174. 

H.R. 6 offers legal 
status to around 2 mil-
lion “Dreamers” brought 
to the U.S. illegally as 
children, along with 
hundreds of thousands 
of migrants admitted for 
humanitarian reasons 
from a dozen troubled 
countries.

H.R. 1603 would create 
similar protections for 1 
million farmworkers who 
have worked in the U.S. 
illegally. The government 
estimates they comprise 

half the nation’s agricul-
tural laborers.

In a statement after 
the votes, President Joe 
Biden called the action 
a “critical first step” to-
ward a more sweeping 
overhaul he’s proposed. 
He said he wants to work 
with Congress toward 
“building a 21st century 
immigration system that 
is grounded in dignity, 
safety and fairness, and 
finally enacts the long-
term solutions we need 
to create an orderly and 
humane immigration 
system.”

Both bills largely hit a 
wall of opposition from 
Republicans insistent 
that any immigration 
legislation bolster se-
curity at the Mexican 
border, which waves 
of migrants have tried 

breaching in recent 
weeks. The GOP has 
accused congressional 
Democrats of ignoring 
that problem and Biden 
of fueling it by erasing 
former President Donald 
Trump’s policies.

The House bills face 
gloomy prospects in the 
evenly split Senate. That 
chamber’s 50 Democrats 
will need at least 10 GOP 
supporters to break Re-
publican filibusters.

The outlook was even 
grimmer for Biden’s 
more ambitious goal of 
legislation making citi-
zenship possible for all 
11 million immigrants in 
the U.S. illegally, easing 
visa restrictions, improv-
ing border security tech-
nology and spending bil-
lions in Central America 
to ease problems that 
prompt people to leave.

Butterfield represents 
North Carolina’s 1st 
Congressional District, 
which includes Wilson 
and Nash counties, and 
serves in the House’s 
Democratic leadership 
as one of Majoirty Whip 
James Clyburn’s top two 
lieutenants, a position 
known as senior chief 
deputy majority whip. 

The Associated Press 
contributed to this story.   

Butterfield

The outlook was even grimmer 
for Biden’s more ambitious goal of 
legislation making citizenship possible 
for all 11 million immigrants in the 
U.S. illegally, easing visa restrictions, 
improving border security technology 
and spending billions in Central 
America to ease problems that 
prompt people to leave.

AARP AUTO INSURANCE 
FROM THE HARTFORD

TO SPEAK WITH AN AGENT AND REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE CALL THE HARTFORD TO SEE 

HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE:

1-855-664-2305
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Firebirds suffer 1st Big East loss in 6 years
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Ushered in with 
a litany of fumbles, Southern Nash 
High suffered its first 3-A Big East Con-
ference varsity football loss since 2015 
with a 39-14 loss at Northern Nash on 
Friday.

The Firebirds, now 2-3 overall 
and 1-1 in Big East, fumbled on four 
straight possessions, as the Knights 
(3-1, 1-1 Big East) converted three into 
points. Northern Nash senior quarter-
back Thomas Engleking riddled the 
Firebirds’ pass defense with 10 comple-
tions in 13 attempts for 230 yards and 
three touchdowns. Sophomore Bryson 
Jenkins kicked field goals of 25 and 33 
yards for Northern Nash.

The Knights led 16-14 when Firebirds 
junior Jackson Vick scored his second 
touchdown, this one from a yard out 
with 2:47 left in the second quarter. 
However, Southern Nash got the ball 
back and reached the Northern 1-yard 
line when the Firebirds coughed up 
their first fumble with 33 seconds left in 
the half.

The Firebirds fumbled on their first 
two possessions of the second half, 
resulting in TD tosses by Engleking, 
and then dropped the football on the 
kickoff.

Vick finished with 90 yards on 21 car-
ries for the Firebirds, whose last Big 
East loss was a 35-14 outcome at Rocky 
Mount on Oct. 30, 2015. The last time 
Northern Nash beat Southern was in 
the first round of the North Carolina 
High School Athletic Association play-
offs on Nov. 12, 2010, a month after 
the Knights’ last regular-season win 
against the Firebirds, also at Northern 
Nash.

Southern Nash will host Hunt this 
Friday.

Revolutionary War tour 
includes Nash County sites
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Two 
Nash County locations are in-
cluded on a new website map-
ping North Carolina’s Revolu-
tionary War historic sites.

Lt. Gen. Lord Charles Corn-
wallis’ troops camped near 
Hunter’s Mill on the Stoney 
Creek in May 1781, and Lt. 
Col. Banastre Tarleton’s caval-

ry engaged in brief skirmishes 
with patriot militiamen near 
the Swift and Fishing creeks 
the same month, according to 
AmRevNC.com. 

The American Revolution 
Tour of North Carolina website 
guides visitors to more than 90 
locations related to the Regula-
tors or the Revolutionary War, 
founder Jim Morgan explained 

in a news release.
“We’re glad to go online in 

time to help people cope with 
remote learning and cabin 
fever,” Morgan said. “It seems 
like the perfect travel website 
for the COVID era. Most of our 
locations are entirely outdoors 
and accessible to the whole The Stoney Creek is shown from a bridge that’s part of the Hunter’s 

Mill camp in Rocky Mount included on AmRevNC.com’s map of 
Revolutionary War sites. Contributed photo

Northern Nash ............ 39
Southern Nash ........... 14
 

 SN NN
First Downs 13 9

Yards rushing 222 122

Yards passing 0 230

Passes-Comp.-Int. 3-0-1 13-10-0

Punts-Average 0-0 1-28

Fumbles-Lost 4-4 0-0

Penalties-Yards 8-68 8-64

Score by quarters:
Southern Nash 6 8 0 0 — 14
Northern Nash 13 3 20 3 — 39

Scoring Summary:

NN — D. Battle 7 run (kick blocked), 

10:00, 1st.

SN —  Ja. Vick 3 run (kick failed), 2:57, 

1st.

NN — Freeman 65 from Engleking (Jen-

kins kick), 2:47, 1st.

NN — Jenkins 25 field goal, 8:51, 2nd

SN — Ja. Vick 1 run (Ja. Vick run), 2:48, 

2nd.

NN — S. Battle 15 pass from Engleking 

(Jenkins kick), 9:30, 3rd.

NN — Whittaker 13 pass from Englek-

ing (Jenkins kick), 8:16, 3rd.

NN — Engleking 1 run (kick failed), 

5:36, 3rd.

NN — Jenkins 33 field goal, 9:55, 4th.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — Jackson Vick 21-90, 2 

TDs; Sammy Gandy 14-76; Xavien 

Smith 4-17; Terrence Raspberry 3-11; 

Zyshonne Pearce 6-26; Chason Royal 

1-3; Brock Alford 1-minus 1.

PASSING — Chason Royal 3-0-1, 0 

yards.

Southern Nash junior Sammy Gandy (3) takes the pitch from quarterback Chason Royal as fullback Dawson May (10) leads Gandy 
during the first half of Friday’s game at Northern Nash. The Firebirds lost 39-14, their first 3-A Big East Conference regular-season 
loss since 2015. Amberleigh Dornseif | Special to The Enterprise 

Nature’s magic: Composting in the victory garden
I discovered 

the miracle of 
composting 
when we were 
living in base 
housing in Fort 
Bragg. 

My neighbor 
had a beautiful, 
lush, abun-

dantly productive garden. My 
feeble garden attempt, right 
next door, was yielding sparse, 
sickly, yellow cucumbers and 
a barren vine that should have 
had tomatoes. So, I had to ask 
what her secret was. 

I leaned in close to hear the 
gardening guru tell me, “I feed 
my dirt leftovers.” Her secret 
ingredient wasn’t love — it was 
compost!

Healthy soil is essential. To 
have a bountiful garden, you 
must create a rich, nutritious 
home for your fruits and veg-
gies. A great, sustainable way 
to do this is through compost-
ing. Composting adds a variety 
of nutrients, helps prevent 
disease and reduces draining 
problems in soil, and it lessens 
what we send to the landfills. 
Composting is the ultimate up-
cycle! What makes composting 
so amazing is that it’s easy, 
sustainable and mostly free be-
cause you are using stuff you 
plan on throwing away. 

To harness the superpow-
ers and magic of composting 
is easy. To compost, you trade 
your unwanted scraps, wait a 
bit and then have rich, nutri-

ent-dense, loamy soil for your 
garden beds. One man’s trash 
is another plant’s treasure!

So, let’s get started taking 
your apple cores, dog hair, egg-
shells, coffee grounds, dryer 
lint, bellybutton lint (just kid-
ding about bellybutton stuff) 
and put them to work for you! 

Please be aware: composting 
properly does not stink. If your 
compost stinks, you need to 
add something to bring it back 
in balance.

STEP 1: WHERE TO PUT THE 
COMPOST HEAP

To begin, you’ll want about 3 
feet of space. This ensures the 
microorganisms have room to 
eat and reproduce with enough 
airflow (eliminates the stink 
part).

If you choose an outdoor 
compost, ensure the area 
is dry and at least partially 
shaded. Your compost may 
be in a specified bin or pile in 
an unbothered area. You may 
also consider placing it near a 
water hose or covering it with 
a tarp to maintain moisture. I 
do not recommend the tumble 
composters that are freestand-
ing. In my experience, they 
don’t work. I add things and 
spin it, and 6 months later, 
nothing has changed.

If you live in an urban area, 
or have limited garden space, 
consider an indoor compost 
bin. I recommend using a 
container specifically for com-

posting inside. You can find 
these containers at most home 
improvement stores. 

My favorite way is to have 
my compost touch the soil be-
cause it works so much faster. 
Whether you pile your com-
post outside or use a compost-
ing container in your kitchen 
is simply personal preference. 
Do what is most convenient for 
you. Psst: You can have more 
than one.

STEP 2: WHAT TO PUT IN 
COMPOST

Now that you’ve decided 
where you store your compost, 
the fun (and magic) begins 
— decomposition!. For a bal-
anced compost, add a 1:1 ratio 
of green organic matter and 
brown organic matter; then 
add enough water for it to be 
moist like a wrung-out sponge.

Organic matter
Green material (think wet 

stuff) may include:
• Egg and nut shells.
• Vegetables and fruit.
• Lawn/grass clippings.
• Coffee grounds and tea 

bags.
• Lint from your vacuum.
• Human and pet hair.
• Rabbit, chicken, horse, 

cow, guinea pig poop (vegetar-
ian animals).

Brown material (think dry 
stuff) may include:

• Dead leaves, sticks and 
branches.

• Paper and cardboard (en-

sure the majority is shredded).
• Napkins and paper towels.
• Hay and straw.
• Sawdust (avoid treated 

wood!).
• Read newspaper.
 Tip: Place brown material 

such as sticks and wood at the 
bottom of your pile. This will 
aid in aeration, which keeps 
the stink away!

 Although you can add most 
scraps to your compost, you 
should avoid adding:

• Dairy products (will attract 
critters).

• Sick plants or diseased or-
ganic matter (no need to incu-
bate and spread the diseases).

• Animal bones and meat 
(will attract critters). 

• Oil/fatty material (will at-
tract critters).

• Human or meat-eating 
animal poop (can harbor dis-
eases).

Water 
When adding water, make 

sure your compost feels 
spongy and moist. If the com-
post is too dry or too sludgy, 
it could slow down the whole 
process.

 Don’t forget water can be 
rainwater, water from your 
boiled vegetables and eggs 
and even your fish tank water 
you’ve changed.

STEP 3: HOW TO CARE FOR 
COMPOST OUTSIDE

Aerating and turning
Now that you have a damp, 

balanced environment, it’s 
time to aerate your mixture.

Aerating is the process of 
turning your compost. This 
is where adding chunks of 
untreated wood to your com-
post could help with providing 
airflow. Even without a weekly 
turning, your compost will 
break down naturally. But, 
regularly aerating your mix 
will speed up the process. This 
means faster and healthy com-
post for your soil!

Maybe you’re thinking “I’ll 
just buy compost.” If you don’t 
have space, enough compost 
or enough time for your com-
post to be usable, then that is 
a solution. But to me, weekly 
turning and adding trash stuff 
is very therapeutic. It’s excit-
ing and inspiring to see food 
scraps, garden clippings and 
recyclables slowly turn into 
something reusable. 

The earthy smell of nature 
enriching and restoring itself 
is a nice break from my hectic 
life. Compost increases dirt nu-
trients, puts fewer things in the 
landfills and gives us healthier 
soil — sounds like victory to 
me! 

STEP 4: ADDING COMPOST TO 
YOUR GARDEN

Fortunately, your compost 
will give you visual cues when 
it’s ready to use. This process 
could take anywhere from two 

DEEANN 
RIVERA

See GARDEN, Page 2B

See SITES, Page 2B
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family.”
The site launch precedes the 

250th anniversary of the Regula-
tors, pre-war protesters against 
corruption in North Carolina gov-
ernment. 

Morgan mapped the historical 
sites and wrote descriptions of the 
events that occurred there based 
on his personal research. He says 
he drove 8,116 miles while devel-

oping the content. Morgan earned 
a master’s degree in journalism 
from the University of Missouri at 
Columbia. 

Locations are designated as 
“sights,” or places where visitors 
“can see, and often stand, where 
the drama happened,” and “stops” 
such as homes, graves and sites 
where fewer historical details are 
known. 

AmRevNC.com allows visitors to 
search for Revolutionary War sites 

by county and plan self-guided vis-
its or follow one of nine regional 
driving tours. The Hunter’s Mill 
and Swift and Fishing creeks loca-
tions are part of the website’s Re-
bellion tour. 

Other area Revolutionary War 
sites on AmRevNC.com include 
the Thomas Blount Home in Edge-
combe County, the James Hogun 
Homesite and the Halifax Resolves 
in Halifax County and Peacock’s 
Bridge in Wilson County.  

continued from page 1B

Sites: Plan self-guided visits on AmRevNC.com

Garden: Composting creates a healthy garden

weeks to a few months. 
When your organic mat-
ter has turned to dark, 
rich dirt — get out your 
gardening gloves!  

Quick disclaimer from 
my Master Gardener 

class: You will never be 
able to amend your soil 
enough to grow what 
doesn’t want to be there. 
If you plant a shade plant 
in the sun and amend 
the soil to the perfect 
environment, wait for 
it — it still will not thrive. 

Gardening, like life, is a 
balance.

Composting is an easy 
way to create healthy gar-
dens for what we like to 
eat to thrive in. Sustain-
able gardening, repurpos-
ing and leaving the earth 
better than we found it is 

the essence of the victory 
garden as a whole. 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.
com. Email her at Vic-
toryGardenGal@gmail.
com.

continued from page 1B

Harriet Tubman statue 
on display in Halifax 
For The Enterprise 

HALIFAX — A larger-than-
life statue of Harriet Tubman 
leading a girl to freedom on 
the Underground Railroad is 
on display at Historic Halifax 
through mid-April. 

Curators at the state historic 
site in Halifax County unveiled 
the 9-foot-tall image March 5 
in observance of Women’s His-
tory Month. 

The Harriet Tubman Un-
derground Railroad statue, 
“The Journey to Freedom,” by 
award-winning sculptor Wes-
ley Wofford, depicts Tubman 
confidently leading an enslaved 
girl to freedom, leaning into the 
wind bracing herself against the 
elements and a hostile world. 
The girl’s left foot precariously 
hangs off a precipice illustrating 
the dangers of the journey, but 
the shackles are broken, and 
slavery is left behind.

“We are so honored to have 

this monument to this singular 
woman and leader of the Un-
derground Railroad here,” site 
manager Carl Burke said. “The 
nearby Roanoke River allowed 
Halifax to play a significant role 
in the underground railroad, 
and it is fitting that this remark-
able tribute is at our site.”

Historic Halifax has two des-
ignations on the Underground 
Railroad to Freedom Network 
and was a hub of activity for 
the maritime underground rail-
road. The Roanoke River was a 
route to freedom and the town 
of Halifax is listed as a district. 
The statue will sit in front of 
the visitor center until April 18.

The statue is an artist’s copy 
of an original private commis-
sion in Dallas. It is on an exhib-
it tour and next goes to New 
York and then to the Harriet 
Tubman Museum in New Jer-
sey and will travel into 2022. 

Sculptor Wesley Wofford was 
a figurative sculptor in Hol-

lywood who created realistic 
people and animals for more 
than 75 television shows and 
films, among then “Hannibal” 
and “Batman and Robin.” He is 
a fellow in the National Sculp-
ture Society and the Portrait 
Sculpture Society. He moved to 
Cashiers to establish a studio 
and pursue fine art sculpture.

“We are excited to offer this 
artwork to the people of east-
ern North Carolina and are 
thankful for the generosity of 
donors to make this possible,” 
Burke said.

Historic Halifax is located at 
25 S. David St. in Halifax and 
is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays. 
Masks and social distancing 
are required. For more infor-
mation, call 252-583-7191. 

Historic Halifax is part of 
the Division of State Historic 
Sites within the N.C. Depart-
ment of Natural and Cultural 
Resources. 

The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad statue, “The Journey 
to Freedom,” by Wesley Wofford is on display at Historic Halifax. 
Contributed photo 

OIC to host highway 
construction training 
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT 
— The Opportunities 
Industrialization Center 
is hosting a new High-
way Construction Trade 
Academy.

The N.C. Department 
of Transportation’s Of-
fice of Civil Rights is 
sponsoring the training 
opportunity.

The academy aims 
to address the growing 
need for skilled labor 
to help safely build and 
maintain state roads 
and bridges, said pro-
gram administrator 
Vanessa Powell.

“Our goal is to target 
women, minorities and 
other disadvantaged 
populations, including 
veterans, the disabled 
and residents of our 
poorer Tier 1 counties 
where there’s a need for 
such training and jobs,” 
Powell said. “The course 
combines a mixture of 
safe classroom, virtual, 
hands-on and work-
based learning formats.”

The program is a min-
imum four-week, full-
time training course that 
initially will be hosted 
by community-based 
organizations statewide, 
including the OIC in 
Rocky Mount and Pas-
sage Home in Raleigh. 
The Federal Highway 
Administration is fund-
ing the program. 

Participants will be 
provided training on 
specific jobs as well 
as how to conduct job 
searches. They will 
also receive supportive 
services such as needed 
emergency short-term 
housing, day care and 

transportation assis-
tance. 

The class includes ba-
sic construction math, 
written and interperson-
al skills, the OSHA-10 
certification and other, 
more advanced skills 
such as flagger certifica-
tion.

Officials project that 
a workforce shortage of 
60% or 500,000 skilled 
highway construction 
workers will exist over 
the next decade across 
the United States. The 
trend for North Carolina 
is similar, partly due to 
retirements of an aging 
industry labor force. 
A nontraditional labor 
supply is part of the 
answer for this essential 
sector, said NCDOT 
spokeswoman Lauren 
Haviland.

Four additional acad-
emies are set to start 
shortly in Greenville, 
New Bern’s James City 
community, Fayetteville 
and Charlotte. 

Plans call for five 
more HCTAs in Wilm-
ington, Robeson County, 
the Triad, Asheville and 
Morganton. Each will be 
longer eight-week pro-
grams. As with all such 
HCTAs, the two western 
North Carolina sites will 
be located in a major 
highway construction 
project area, namely In-
terstate 26.

Applications for the 
program will be avail-
able at each site.   

Sometimes Christians can 
be extremely annoying 

I’ve 
wrestled 
with this 
thought 
for years 
as I’ve 
sat in 
confer-
ence 
rooms, 
news-

rooms, political roundta-
bles, nonprofit think tanks 
and the kitchen tables of 
my family and friends. 
Spending time with dif-
ferent kinds of folks with 
different backgrounds, 
religions, faiths and no 
faith causes an apprecia-
tion for our common core 
of humanity and allows us 
to see ourselves through 
other lenses.

Time and time again, 
I’ve found myself utter-
ing the same phrase: I 
understand why people 
don’t like Jesus. If that’s 
all I saw, I wouldn’t like 

Him either.
“That” is a variety of 

things: passing judgment 
while having little to no 
understanding of an issue, 
using God as an excuse 
for blatant racism and 
sexism and towing a hyp-
ocritical line of expecting 
people who do not share 
the Christian faith to up-
hold Christian standards 
while working overtime to 
hide the fact that we who 
proclaim Jesus are not do-
ing the same.

We’re annoying, and 
collectively, we have not 
been good representa-
tives of Christ.

Who would serve a God 
like we represent? We pro-
claim His power but crum-
ble as soon as a storm hits. 
We preach compassion 
in the pulpit but don’t 
practice it when we exit 
the sanctuary. We say we 
speak truth but don’t offer 
an ounce of love. We talk 

the same smack about the 
sin God hates and the sin-
ner He loves.

Why would a person, 
seeing how we act, follow 
Christ when the alterna-
tive appears to be much 
more compassionate?

It’s time for us to be real 
about how we live out this 
Christian journey. It’s time 
to show that we know how 
God can heal, cleanse, re-
store and deliver because 
we have been sick, dirty, 
broken and bound. And 
we must be honest enough 
to say that the sickness, 
the dirtiness, the broken-
ness did not just happen 
before we accepted Christ 
as our savior, but still 
happens even through 
our walk. We need to talk 
about the Christ who does 
more than save, but guides 
and directs as our Lord. 

We have to stop wor-
rying so much about 
how we’re seen that we 
neglect who we are. We 
need to stop acting like 
we never fail and fall 
short, but instead show 
the power of true repen-
tance to the God we serve 
and the people we’ve 
wronged. We need to be 
honest about our human 
moments while not al-

lowing mistakes to keep 
us from breakthrough 
because we’re more con-
cerned about arguing the 
details of the sin instead 
of repenting the sin itself.

The best thing we can 
do as followers of Jesus 
is show the complexity of 
the Christian journey. We 
need to show that while 
we believe God to be a 
waymaker and promise 
keeper, a lot of times 
we’re in the car broken 
and bawling while we re-
lease our problems to God 
and speak His promises 
over ourselves. We need 
to be honest about the 
hurt of the in-between. 

Above all, we need to 
let the world know the 
destination of this Chris-
tian journey is not perfec-
tion. It is Heaven. 

LaMonique Hamilton is a 
Wilson resident and for-
mer Enterprise reporter 
and copy editor. She 
is the national deputy 
director of communica-
tions for Repairers of 
the Breach and the Poor 
People’s Campaign: A 
National Call for Moral 
Revival and blogs about 
arts and culture at iamla-
monique.com.

Applications for 
the program will 
be available at 
each site. 

We have to stop worrying so much 
about how we’re seen that we 
neglect who we are. We need to 
stop acting like we never fail and fall 
short, but instead show the power of 
true repentance to the God we serve 
and the people we’ve wronged.

LAMONIQUE 
HAMILTON
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Where would you have stood on the first Palm Sunday? 
Peachtree 

Baptist 
Church 
members 
on Sunday 
thanked 
God for 
improve-
ment of the 
COVID-19 

pandemic. There aren’t 
as many people who 
have passed away, are in 
the hospital or are test-
ing positive for the virus. 
Praise God. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Cheryl and Doug 
Hayes in memory of Cher-
yl’s mother Betty Bugh’s 
birthday. Mrs. Bugh would 
have been 92 years old.

Special music: Jane 
May performed a piano 
solo. Marta Whitehouse 
sang “There is A Rose in 
Bethlehem.” 

Bible verse for the 
month of March: Deuter-
onomy 6: 6-7.

Pastor’s message: 
“What It Is,” with Scrip-
ture from Acts 8. 28.

‘GOD’S MIGHTY VOICE’

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “God’s Mighty 
Voice,” by Billy Graham, 
from “Peace for Each 
Day.” 

“The Voice of the Lord 
is powerful; The voice of 
the Lord is full of maj-
esty.” — Psalm 29:4.

“Do we listen to God’s 
voice in our everyday 
activity? Sometimes He 
speaks, but we don’t hear. 
We can’t blame it on the 
batteries going dead in our 
hearing aids. God speaks 
to the human heart. His 
voice is described as full 
of majesty (Psalm 29:4), a 
still, small voice (1 Kings 
19:12), and a glorious 
voice (Isaiah 30:30).

“We are to obey His 
voice (Deuteronomy 
13:4) and hearken to the 
voice of His word (Psalm 
103:20).

“Many people have 
told me that they believe 
God speaks through His 
Word, but they don’t be-
lieve He actually hears 
their pleas. Scripture dis-
pels this. For those who 
fear and honor the Lord, 
He hears the voice of the 
weeping (Psalm 6:8).

“If ever you feel lonely 
and weak, listen for 
God’s word of comfort: 
‘Hear my voice’ (Isaiah 
28:23), and ‘Lift up your 
voice with strength’ 
(Isaiah 40:9). He hears 
the voice of your words 
(Deuteronomy 5:28) and 
attends to your voice in 
prayer (Psalm 66:19), I 
hope these reminders 
from Scripture boost 
your spirit.”

PALM SUNDAY

My devotional this 
week is “A Palm Sunday 
Message,” by Billy Gra-
ham.

“Next Sunday, Chris-
tians around the world 
will be celebrating Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem (which we 
usually call Palm Sunday 
because the crowd wel-
comed Him by spreading 
palm branches in His 
path). Those who greeted 
Him were convinced 
He was the Messiah (or 
‘anointed one,’) sent 
by God to establish His 
Kingdom on earth.

“Why did the crowds 
turn against Jesus so 
quickly? One week they 
welcomed Him, and the 
next week they demand-
ed He be crucified.

“No events in human 
history were more im-
portant than Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, and yet 
many people (even Chris-
tians) never take time to 
study them.

“It must have been a 
dramatic sight as Jesus 
approached Jerusalem on 
a donkey (which was a 
sign of His humility). The 
Bible says that ‘the whole 
crowd of disciples began 
joyfully to praise God in 
loud voices … ‘Blessed is 

the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord!’ (Luke 
19:37-38). Even those 
who weren’t part of that 
welcoming crowd listened 
eagerly to His teaching 
during the next few days.

“But not everyone in Je-
rusalem welcomed Him; 
the very next verse says 
that ‘the whole city was 
stirred and asked, ‘Who 
is this?’ But soon, many 
turned against Jesus and 
demanded His death: 
‘What shall I do, then, 
with Jesus who is called 
Christ?’ Pilate asked. They 
all answered, ‘Crucify 
him!’ (Matthew 27:22). 

“These weren’t neces-
sarily the same people 
who had welcomed Him 
— but the reversal is 
still striking. Were they 
disappointed because 
He refused to establish 
an earthly political king-
dom? Probably. But Jesus 
didn’t come to set up a 
new political system. He 
came instead to change 
our hearts and save us 
from our sins by His 
death and resurrection. 
He declared during that 
last week, ‘My kingdom 
is not of this world. If it 
were, my servants would 
fight. … My kingdom 
is from another place’ 
(John 18:36). This deeply 
disappointed those who 
hoped He would throw 
out the hated Roman oc-
cupiers. They may also 
have disliked His de-
mand that they repent. 

“Where would you 
have been on that first 
Palm Sunday? Among the 
disciples who welcomed 
Him — or among the 
skeptical crowds? It’s easy 
to condemn those who 
condemned Jesus — but 
would we have acted any 
differently? We too are 
sinners, and we too have 
rebelled against God. 

“But the central mes-
sage of Easter is that 
God still loves us, and 
because of Christ we can 
be forgiven. He came for 
one reason: ‘Christ died 
for sins once for all … 
to bring you to God’ (1 
Peter 3:18). May you wel-
come Him into your life 
during this holy season.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• The grounds commit-
tee held a meeting after 
church on Sunday. 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• Deacons’ meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 30, in the 
fellowship hall. 

• The Peachtree Baptist 
Church Conference will 
be held at noon Sunday, 
April 11, after morning 
worship. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Robin Lucouski, 
daughter of Catherine 
Gupton, hosted a Foreign 
Mission Study on Sunday 
night. A foreign mission-
ary attended and hosts 
made ice cream to rep-
resent the missionary’s 
country. 

• Ephesus Baptist 
Church will host an Eas-
ter showing of “The Jesus 
Film” outdoors at the 
church at 7 p.m. Friday, 
March 26. Attendees will 
receive a free copy of the 
movie. Ephesus will show 
drive-in-style movies on 
the last Friday of every 
month, starting March 
26. You will need to tune 
in your car radios to 87.9 
FM. You are welcome to 
bring refreshments.

• The men of Sandy 
Cross Methodist Church 
will hold their annual bar-
becue chicken plate sale 
at 11 a.m. Friday, April 19 
at the Coopers Ruritan 
Club. Meals are drive-
thru only; the dining hall 
will be closed. Plates are 
$8 each and will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

• Three area Ruritan 
clubs will hold barbecue 
chicken plate sales — the 
Momeyer Ruritan Club on 

April 2, the Oak Level Ru-
ritan Club on April 23 and 
the Coopers Ruritan Club 
on May 7. Each plate sale 
begins at 11 a.m., with 
food available until sold 
out. No tickets will be sold 
in advance. Plates are $8 
each and will be served to 
drive-thru customers with 
no on-site dining.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and 
in need. Please keep 
them all in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-
bara Privette, Linwood 

May, Kathy Farmer, Rudy 
and Gail Brantley.

• Billy Bunn, Dorothy 
Nelson, Ginny Bed-
dingfield, Seth and Eric 
Hicks, Bonita Mildon, 
daughter of Ginny and 
Curtis Beddingfield, 
Sarah Page and Timmy 
Clifton, Randell Whitley 
and Donnie Patterson.

• Delcie Wakefield and 
Frances Hutchins are in 
skilled nursing. Pastor 
Bill Wakefield is recover-
ing at home.

• Ronnie Matthews 
needs prayers. 

• Audrey Farmer and 

Barbara Glover are home 
recovering.

• Janie Joyner and Bill 
Nelson need prayers. 

• Joyce Brinkley and 
Eula Gupton are under-
going treatment.

• Norman Whitley had 
surgery scheduled for 
Tuesday. 

• Joan Eason is await-
ing surgery on April 12.

• Margaret Abbott is 
scheduled for surgery on 
March 30. 

• James Tharrington, 
Joyce Brinkley and Vicky 
Bunn are recovering.

• Tanya Pitts and Mann 

Drewrey need prayers.
• Shelton Williams 

needs prayers.
If you have news, 

please call or email me. 
My email address is mfp-
bun@aol.com. My phone 
number is 252-478-2846. 
Area churches: If you 
have events coming 
up, please let me know 
on Saturdays the week 
before the events. I will 
need your news no later 
than 4 p.m. on Sundays. 

Fran Bunn is a member 
of Peachtree Baptist 
Church.

FRAN 
BUNN
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NASH COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that public 
hearings will be held on Monday, 

CLASSIFIEDS

Triangle travel survey underway
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — Several agen-
cies and organizations have 
launched an internet survey to 
gauge how people travel across 
the Triangle region, including 
Nash County.

The survey, administered by 
the Institute for Transportation 
Research and Education at N.C. 
State University every two years 
since 2016, will help the agencies 
better understand local travel 
needs and identify transporta-
tion priorities for the region. 
This data is especially critical 
as COVID-19 continues to influ-
ence typical travel patterns, said 
Marty Homan, spokesman for 
the N.C. Department of Trans-
portation.

Thousands of households across 
Nash, Johnston, Wake, Durham, 
Orange, Chatham, Franklin, Gran-
ville, Harnett and Person counties 
are expected to participate as the 
survey runs through March.

Randomly selected households, 
even if their typical travel patterns 
and plans have changed due to 
COVID-19, will be invited to take 
the survey by mailed invitation to 
ensure that travel behaviors across 
the region are accurately repre-
sented, Homan said.

Invited households have the op-
tion to complete the survey online, 
by phone or through a smartphone 

app.
“If invited, please participate, 

and do your part in helping our 
region,” Homan said.

Organizing parties include the 
NCDOT, GoTriangle, the Capital 
Area Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nization and the Durham-Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization.

More information is available at 
TriangleTravelSurvey.com.

2050 TRANSPORTATION PLAN

While on the internet, check out 
the interactive webpage for the 
N.C. Moves 2050 Plan.

The N.C. Department of Trans-
portation has completed its long-
range transportation plan update, 
N.C. Moves 2050, and there’s now 
an interactive way for people to 
explore the plan online.

The plan, adopted by the N.C. 
Board of Transportation on Feb. 
4, provides a blueprint focused on 
creating a more responsive, di-
verse and inclusive transportation 
system to keep people and freight 
moving safely and efficiently 
throughout the state. It includes an 
implementation plan that provides 
steps to complete actions recom-
mended within the next 10 years, 
said state transportation spokes-
man Aaron Moody.

North Carolinians were engaged 
throughout the development of 

N.C. Moves 2050 over the past two 
years, allowing the public’s input 
to influence transportation-related 
decisions across the state for 
years to come. The project team 
heard from more than 30,000 sur-
vey participants and reached more 
than 3 million people through 
community events, stakeholder 
meetings, social media interac-
tions and presentations, Moody 
said.

An interactive tool lets people 
explore the plan process and 
findings outlining the steps North 
Carolina needs to take to be pre-
pared for the next 30 years and 
beyond. 

Visit www.NCMoves.gov to use 
the web tool or view and download 
the N.C. Moves 2050 plan.  

Home Repairs

STUFF

Quick Sellers
For Sale
Cast Iron Weights. Call 252-478-
3830 for details.

April 5, 2021 beginning at 9:00 
a.m. before the Nash County 
Board of Commissioners in the 
Frederick B. Cooper Commis-
sioners Room on the third floor of 
the Claude Mayo, Jr. Administra-
tion Building located at 120 West 
Washington Street, Nashville, NC 
27856 to consider:
Request to Amend Conditional 
Use Permit CU-170802 made by 
Rhonda Edgerton, the property 
owner, and Browns Truck and 
Trailer, Inc. to permit motor vehicle 
sales in addition to the existing au-
tomobile towing service and truck 
customization operation located at 
2450 W Hornes Church Rd, Bailey, 
NC 27807 in the RC-CU (Rural 
Commercial Conditional Use) Zon-
ing District.
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210301 made by the C. T. 
Williams Corporation, the property 
owner and developer, to rezone 
three adjacent tracts of land total-
ing 148.52 acres located on the 
north side of Stoney Hill Church Rd 
and the east side of Whitley Rd, 
Bailey, NC 27807 and further iden-
tified as Nash County Tax Map PIN 
#s 277500415270, 277500615272, 
& 277500819743 from R-40 
(Single-Family Residential) & RA-
30-CU (Single-Family Residential 
Conditional Use) to RA-20-CU 

(Medium-Density Residential 
Conditional Use), specifically for 
the development of the 207-lot Wil-
liams Grove Subdivision.
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210302 made by the C. T. 
Williams Corporation and the 
Williams Ridge Homeowners 
Association, the property owners 
and developers, to rezone portions 
of two adjacent tracts of land 
totaling 9.7 acres located on the 
west side of Chapman Rd, Bailey, 
NC 27807 and further identified 
as Nash County Tax Map PIN #s 
277500700007 & 277500703148 
from RA-30 (Single-Family Resi-
dential) to RA-20-CU (Medium-
Density Residential Conditional 
Use), specifically for the develop-
ment of the 16-lot Williams Ridge 
Subdivision, Phase IV.
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210304 made by Ned B. 
Coleman & EMA Land Develop-
ment LLC, the property owners 
and developers, to rezone an 
approximately 47.05-acre tract 
of land located on the north side 
of Old Smithfield Rd, Bailey, 
NC 27807 and further identified 
as Nash County Tax Map PIN 
#277400238492 from R-40 (Single-
Family Residential) to RA-20-CU 
(Medium-Density Residential 
Conditional Use), specifically for 

the development of the 59-lot Old 
Smithfield Road Subdivision.
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210305 made by J & W Mor-
gan Properties LLC, the property 
owner and developer, to rezone an 
8.07-acre tract of land located on 
the north side of W NC Highway 
97, Middlesex, NC 27557 and 
further identified as Nash County 
Tax Map PIN #274600498376 
from R-30 (Single & Two-Family 
Residential) to RC-CU (Rural 
Commercial Conditional Use), 
specifically for the development of 
a self-storage warehouse facility.
Members of the public are 
invited to attend this meeting 
and to participate as permitted 
by the applicable public hearing 
procedures. Substantial changes 
to the requests may result from the 
public hearings. The full request 
applications may be reviewed on 
weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at the Nash County Planning 
& Inspections Department on the 
second floor of the Claude Mayo, 
Jr. Administration Building located 
at 120 West Washington Street, 
Suite 2110, Nashville, NC 27856 
or you may call 252-459-9807 for 
more information.
The Enterprise
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AgCarolina 
announces $28M in 
member payments
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — AgCaro-
lina Farm Credit says it 
paid its members more 
than $28 million during 
its 2020 patronage dis-
tribution in February.

The amount is equal 
to a refund of 55% of 
accrued interest paid on 
member loans in 2020. 
“Record year” is the 
theme of this year’s pa-
tronage celebration, as 
AgCarolina is returning 
the highest patronage 
distribution in the asso-
ciation’s history.  

“The strength of our 
agriculture and rural 
lending cooperative 
is reflected as we con-
tinue to put our profits 
in the pockets of our 
membership in the form 
of patronage returns,” 
said Dave Corum, CEO 
of AgCarolina Farm 
Credit. “This is by far 
the largest patronage 
return in AgCarolina’s 
33 consecutive years of 
paying patronage.”

Corum said the pa-
tronage refund equals a 
2.55% average interest 
rate reduction.

“By distributing our 
profits to our members, 

it reduces their effective 
cost of borrowing,” he 
said. 

AgCarolina Farm 
Credit is a farmer-
owned financial coop-
erative with headquar-
ters in Raleigh that bills 
itself as the leading 
provider of credit to 
farmers in central and 
eastern North Carolina. 
The association has 
more than $1.5 billion 
in loans and commit-
ments outstanding to 
more than 3,400 farm-
ers. 

Branches are located 
in Rocky Mount, Louis-
burg, Ahoskie, Elizabeth 
City, Greenville, Halifax, 
La Grange, New Bern, 
Raleigh, Smithfield, 
Swan Quarter and Wil-
liamston.  

Suburban voters form largest bloc 
If you 

think 
about 
regional 
differ-
ences in 
North 
Carolina 
politics, 
econom-

ics or culture in terms of 
urban blue and rural red, 
you are missing a thick 
slice of the story: the sub-
urbs. And, no, you can’t 
just paint the suburbs 
purple. That’s an over-
simplification.

Precisely distinguish-
ing between the three 
categories — urban, sub-
urban and rural — isn’t 
easy. Classifications by 
county can be valuable, 
of course, but they suffer 
from severe analytical 
limitations. For example, 
lumping all residents of 
Mecklenburg County 
together as “urban” is 
problematic. While it’s 
true that living in a sub-
urban neighborhood or 
isolated farmhouse in 
Mecklenburg is rather 
different from living 
in downtown Ahoskie 
or Burnsville, it’s also 
rather different from liv-
ing in uptown Charlotte! 
Just ask the people in-
volved.

Actually, that’s often 
the right approach. When 
it comes to analyzing po-
litical trends, in particu-
lar, I think the best work 
starts by asking voters to 
classify themselves, rath-

er than jamming them 
into a spatial category 
based on other criteria.

The John Locke Foun-
dation’s Civitas Poll 
just did that with a mid-
March sample of 600 
likely North Carolina 
voters. Here’s the ques-
tion: “Do you consider 
the area where you live 
to be more rural, sub-
urban or urban?” About 
45% of respondents iden-
tified as suburban voters, 
34% as rural and 21% as 
urban.

During last year’s gen-
eral election, one of the 
nationwide exit polls did 
something similar. Some 
40% of actual North 
Carolina voters said they 
lived in the suburbs, 
while 27% identified as 
rural and 33% urban. 
Other pollsters have used 
self-identification in their 
own surveys of North 
Carolinians. Again, while 
the percentages vary a 
bit, the suburban vote is 
always the largest single 
bloc of voters by area 
type. 

Now, as to partisan-
ship, it is certainly cor-
rect to observe that 
urban-identifying voters 
as a whole lean strongly 
Democratic and rural-
identifying voters lean 
strongly Republican. In 
2020, 69% of urban North 
Carolinians picked Joe 
Biden and 59% of rural 
North Carolinians pre-
ferred Donald Trump.

But it’s important not 

to paint with too broad a 
partisan brush. Trump’s 
29% share of urban vot-
ers represents many 
hundreds of thousands 
of North Carolinians. 
And Biden’s rural share 
of 40% is hardly insignifi-
cant. Indeed, based on 
the results in these two 
categories alone, Biden 
would have won North 
Carolina’s electoral votes 
handily.

Why didn’t he? Because 
Trump didn’t just win the 
suburban vote by a little. 
He won it with a margin 
of 60%-39%. 

Thom Tillis won a 
slightly bigger margin 
there, 60%-37%. In the 
governor’s race, Roy 
Cooper held his sub-
urban loss to 42%-56% 
while doing a bit better 
than Biden in urban and 
rural areas. That’s why 
Cooper bucked a gener-
ally Republican tide.

Over the past five 
years, there’s been a lot 
of political chatter about 
Trump’s disruptive ef-
fects on the two parties’ 
electoral coalitions. I’ve 
contributed to it myself. 
The Republican coalition 
has become somewhat 
more rural and less popu-
lated by upper-income 
and highly educated vot-
ers, some of whom have 
shifted Democratic.

But in North Carolina, 
at least, these shifts 
have been modest, not 
gigantic. Most suburban 
voters continue to favor 

the GOP. If they didn’t, 
the party would not be 
able to compete with 
Democrats, in either 
statewide contests or 
for key legislative seats 
that determine control 
of the General Assem-
bly.

One explanation may 
simply be that our sub-
urban voters are more 
right-leaning than their 
counterparts in other 
states. About 47% of 
likely North Carolina vot-
ers told the Civitas Poll 
they were conservative, 
as did a similar number 
of North Carolina subur-
banites. This is several 
points higher than the 
national average.

Of course, we don’t 
weight votes by geogra-
phy. Every ballot counts 
exactly the same. Both 
coalitions ought to fight 
for every vote they can 
get in North Carolina’s 
urban cores and rural 
communities. 

But you can expect the 
major parties to keep 
spending lots of time and 
money in the suburbs. 
It’s where a plurality of 
the state’s voters, and a 
disproportionate share of 
state’s true swing voters, 
continue to reside.

John Hood is a Carolina 
Journal columnist and 
author of the forthcoming 
novel “Mountain Folk,” a 
historical fantasy set dur-
ing the American revolu-
tion.

The association 
has more than 
$1.5 billion 
in loans and 
commitments 
outstanding to 
more than 3,400 
farmers. 

JOHN 
HOOD

North Carolinians were 
engaged throughout 
the development of 
N.C. Moves 2050 over 
the past two years, 
allowing the public’s 
input to influence 
transportation-related 
decisions across the 
state for years to come. 
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