
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

A family-operated furniture 
store has been an anchor of 
commerce in Nash, Wilson and 
Edgecombe counties for four 
decades.

About halfway between Rocky 
Mount and Wilson on U.S. 301, 
Hardee’s Furniture Warehouse 
is owned and operated by 
Vanise Hardee, a businessman 
who’s all about family.

Hardee grew up on a tobacco 
farm in Harnett County. After 
graduating from N.C. State Uni-
versity, Hardee moved to Wilson 
for a job with BB&T in 1975. 

“I never left,” Hardee said.
Hardee wanted to start his 

own business so his father-in-
law, who was in the furniture 
business, helped him pick the 
perfect spot.

“My father-in-law used the 
mall concept,” Hardee said. 
“You know the way a mall has 
big-box store anchors on each 
corner. We figured this was the 
perfect spot with Rocky Mount 
as one anchor and Wilson as the 
other with Tarboro on one side 
and Nashville on the other. We 
thought we’d draw from three 
counties.”

So in 1981, Hardee’s Furniture 
Warehouse opened at 4603 U.S. 
301, Rocky Mount. 

“We’ve expanded twice,” 

Hardee said. “We started with 
living room, bedroom and din-
ing room.”

Hardee has seen many chang-
es in the furniture business 
since opening his doors four 
decades ago.

“Oh, it’s changed dramati-
cally,” Hardee said. “North Car-
olina furniture manufactures 

went overseas. It forced us to 
buy imports. We didn’t want to, 
but had no choice.”

A few in-state manufactures 
remain and there are a few in 
Virginia, Hardee said.

Despite a changing industry, 
family involvement in the store 
has remained steady.

“My son Brandon started work-

ing here when he was 10 years 
old,” Hardee said. “He joined us 
full-time in 2003. My daughter 
Megan started part-time in 2010 
and her husband recently joined 
us. We are a second-generation 
business. We might be the only 
business in Wilson with the first 
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UNIDENTIFIED

Baby’s killing remains unsolved
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — A baby 
boy found in a Food Lion dump-
ster 14 years ago had been 
strangled to death by someone 
the defenseless child would 
have naturally expected to keep 
him safe.  

Known only as Baby John 
Nash, the day-old infant had an 
elastic hair band tied around his 
neck and died of “ligature stran-
gulation,” according to previ-
ously unpublicized information 
contained in the child’s autopsy 
report.

The pseudonym is a combina-
tion of John Doe, a name ap-
plied to unidentified male dece-

dents, and the county where the 
baby was found. 

A homeless man looking for 
food dug through a dumpster 
behind a shopping center on 
Harbor West Drive on Feb. 
7, 2007. He found Baby John 
Nash’s little body — the infant 
weighed 7 pounds — under a 
Cheetos bucket.   

The man picked up the dead 
child, thinking the body to be 
a baby doll. When he realized 
the body belonged to a human 
infant, he sought help and the 
authorities were called.

Whether washed ashore, 
unearthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the woods, 
discovered in abandoned 
houses, killed on busy roads 
or located in rivers, ponds and 

along railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain unidentified 
in North Carolina. This is one of 
their stories.

The plastic Cheetos bucket 
found with the baby’s body 
wasn’t sold in the area, which 
led investigators to believe the 
child may have been from else-
where and was just dumped 
in Rocky Mount. Investigators 
have spent a lot of time and ef-
fort trying to track down the 
bucket’s exact origin.

Another piece of evidence that 
may one day lead to the baby’s 
killer: Medical examiner Karen 

Vick discovered a single strand 
of long, dark hair beneath 
the hair band turned murder 
weapon. DNA technology could 
one day advance to the point 
the hair sample could be used 
to help identify a suspect. The 
hair could be used now to match 
to a suspect developed through 
other means.

The child’s DNA could also 
one day lead to his killer.

On March 3, 1999, the body of 
a day-old baby was found in a 
plastic bag on a roadside in Cum-
berland County. Last year, detec-
tives were able to use new DNA 
technology to identify a 54-year-
old woman as the suspect in the 
murder of the infant, known only 

A homeless man digging for food 
in a Rocky Mount dumpster in 
2007 discovered the body of an 
unidentified baby boy covered by 
this plastic Cheetos bucket that 
investigators believe may be a clue 
in the case. Contributed photoSee UNSOLVED, Page 2A

Sheriff’s 
office mourns 
captain’s death 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Within a 
year of retirement, a longtime 

deputy with the 
Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office 
has died.

Capt. Carlos 
Ricks suffered 
a medical emer-
gency at home on 
Thursday. Nash 

County Emergency Medical 
Services treated Ricks and 
brought him to Nash UNC 
Health Care, Sheriff Keith 
Stone said. 

“Despite best efforts by EMS 
and hospital staff, Capt. Ricks 
passed away,” Stone said. “He 
was one of the most amazing 
people I’ve ever worked with. 
He had contacts all over the 
county. He had been recently 
put in charge of our school re-
source officers to bring school 
administrators, students and 
our officers together.”

Ricks had served with Nash 
County as a deputy for nearly 
25 years.

“We ask that you keep his 
wife, children and entire family 
in your prayers over the next 
few days. We also ask that you 
keep his extended family at the 
sheriff’s office and beyond in 
your prayers. Many of us have 
worked with Carlos for nearly 
25 years and he was family to 
us,” a post on the sheriff’s of-
fice Facebook page states.   

Ricks’ family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday at Word Taber-
nacle Church in Rocky Mount, 
followed by a funeral at noon. 

After the funeral, sheriff’s dep-
uties will lead a processional to 
Oakland Cemetery in Nashville. 

H.D. Pope Funeral Home in 
Rocky Mount is handling ar-
rangements.   

Ricks

“He was one of the 
most amazing people 
I’ve ever worked 
with.”
KEITH STONE, sheriff

Family marks 40 years 
in furniture business

A customer tries out a recliner as Brandon Hardee talks price points at Hardee’s Furniture Warehouse on 
Saturday. Hardee has been involved in the family business since he was 10 years old. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

See FURNITURE, Page 2A

County approves 268-home Green Pond subdivision 
By Ken Ripley 
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com 

NASHVILLE — After more than a year of 
residents’ objections and county commis-
sioners’ denials, developer Cecil Williams 
finally won a rezoning request and condi-
tional use permit for the 148.52-acre Wil-
liams Grove subdivision in the Green Pond 
area near Bailey. 

The massive subdivision was one of six 
conditional use permits considered during 
Nash County commissioners’ April 5 meet-
ing, five of which also required rezoning.

All six requests were granted, though 
not without some lengthy opposition on a 
couple of them. 

Commissioners last month deferred the 
rezoning requests, asking petitioners to 
resubmit them as conditional use requests 
with site plans.

When this was done, and all were re-
viewed and approved by the county’s plan-
ning board and technical review committee, 
commissioners seemed content to go along 
with the recommendations after the re-
quired public hearings.

The board voted to rezone 47.05 acres on 

Old Smithfield Road to RA-20 conditional 
use for the Old Smithfield Road subdivi-
sion. The board also rezoned 8.07 acres on 
N.C. Highway 97 West to rural commercial-
conditional use for a self-storage ware-
house facility.

A request to amend a conditional use 
permit to allow motor vehicle sales at 2450 
W. Hornes Church Road met no opposition, 
but a rezoning of 58.29 acres on Red Oak 
Battleboro Road to RA-20 conditional use 
for the Red Oak Battleboro subdivision was 

See SUBDIVISION, Page 2A
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as Baby Michael.
Authorities charged 

Deborah O’Conner with 
first-degree murder in that 
case. Her next court date 
is set for May 11.

Rocky Mount police 
told WNCN-TV then that 
the department’s cold 
case investigators hoped 
the same technology 
can help identify Baby 
John Nash and catch his 
killer.

Rocky Mount’s current 
Cold Case Homicide Unit 

was formed in 2018 by 
then-interim police chief 
Willie Williams — who 
served as chief of police 
in Wilson for six years — 
and continued by Chief 
George Robinson, who re-
tired at the end of 2020.

Anyone with information 
about Baby John Nash’s 
identity is asked to call 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department at 252-972-
1450, Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 910-892-2222 
or Team Cold Case at 252-
406-6736. A monetary re-
ward is available.

Next week’s installment 
in the Unidentified series 
will report the details of 
an unknown man’s body 
fished out of the Tar River 
four decades ago. 

Editor’s note: Unidentified is 
a weekly series examining 
the more than 120 cases 
of unidentified human re-
mains discovered in North 
Carolina. Reporter Lindell J. 
Kay produces each install-
ment for The Enterprise 
of Spring Hope and other 
Restoration NewsMedia 
newspapers. 

continued from page 1A

Unsolved: Information requested

generation still working.”
Hardee encourages family business 

owners to involve their children at an 
early age.

“You have to build an interest,” Hardee 
said. “I gave both of my children stock in 
the company, which they used to pay for 
college. Along with my wife Deborah, 
this all has been a family team effort.”

Hardee says his sales staff provides ex-
cellent customer service.

“There’s still room for independent 
owners in the furniture business, you 
just have to have good help,” Hardee 
said. “Knowledgeable salespeople are a 
must. I’ve got 1,000 customers who come 
back over and over. Treat them right and 
you’ll have them for life.”

Hardee said he has second- and third-
generation customers.

It’s important to be a good neighbor 
and community member, Hardee said.

When Hurricane Fran destroyed many 
area homes in 1999, Hardee donated an 
entire tractor-trailer full of furniture to 
whoever needed it.

“There must have been 25 pickups 
waiting when that trailer got here,” 
Hardee said. “All that furniture was gone 
in no time.”

Hardee’s No. 1 seller is La-Z-Boy re-
cliners.

“I can sell them cheaper than any-
where else,” Hardee said with pride.

Hardee’s 40,000-square-foot facility 
carries Ashley, Broyhill, Bassett, Sealy 
Posturpedic, Tempur-pedic and other na-
tionally known brands.

continued from page 1A

Furniture: ‘You have to build an interest’

Vanise Hardee, 
center, is 
flanked by his 
daughter Megan 
Eichelburger 
and son Brandon 
Hardee at 
Hardee’s Furniture 
Warehouse on 
U.S. 301 between 
Rocky Mount and 
Wilson. The family 
is celebrating 
40 years in 
the furniture 
business. Lindell J. 
Kay | Enterprise 

approved over several res-
idents’ heated objections. 

Williams brought two 
requests to last week’s 
meeting. The first was a 
smaller rezoning of 9.7 
acres on Chapman Road 
to RA-20 conditional use 
for Phase 4 of the Williams 
Ridge subdivision, one of 
the smaller subdivisions 
Williams introduced after 
failing last year to rezone 
much larger tracts in the 
Green Pond area.

Williams’s major request 
was the rezoning of three 
adjacent tracts totaling 
148.52 acres on the north 
side of Stoney Hill Church 

Road and the east side of 
Whitley Road. Two of the 
tracts were zoned R-40 
and the eastern tract was 
RA-30 conditional use for 
single-family homes.

Williams requested the 
site be rezoned to RA-20 
CU medium-density resi-
dential conditional use 
with plans to develop 
207 additional lots of the 
Williams Grove subdivi-
sion for a total of 268 
homes.

Dozens of Green Pond 
residents have previously 
objected to the large sub-
division, but only attor-
ney Jane Flowers Finch, 
originally from Bailey, 
was present for the public 
hearing this time.

While conceding that 
development and growth 
can be good assets for the 
county, she said, “I have 
problems with it in that 
it’s very, very high density. 
You’ve got 268 houses. 

You’ll have more people 
living on these tracts of 
land than live in the town 
of Bailey.”

She objected to the lack 
of space, lack of com-
mon areas, traffic issues 
and the impact on local 
schools.

“I have very grave con-
cerns about how this is 
going to impact the com-
munity,” she said. “I would 
prefer it to go back to R-40 
and have larger lots.”

Attorney Will Farris 
of Wilson, representing 
Williams, said restrictive 
covenants could “make 
sure people were doing 
the right thing.” He also 
touted the consistency 
offered by the same de-
veloper, which “makes it a 
nicer area.”

He added, “You want 
people to be able to afford 
the lots and houses. The 
cost of building has grown 
considerably. There is a 

balancing act.”
Williams himself ap-

pealed yet again to com-
missioners’ sense of 
fairness and touted the 
high demand for homes in 
Nash County.

“I’m here to say that in 
my heart of hearts, we 
have done all that we can. 
We’ve followed those di-
rections and we’re hoping 
we get approval today,” he 
said. “Every lot out there 
is under contract and all 
we’re waiting on is ap-
proval.”

“All 268?” Commissioner 
Dan Cone interjected.

“Yes, sir,” Williams said, 
noting that three national 
builders have already 
signed contracts to build 
homes.

“We are following the 
rules that are currently in 
place, every step that is 
required, and I want to be 
fed out of the bucket ev-
erybody else is fed out of 

it,” he said. “We’re doing it 
by the book, and that’s all 
I know to do.”

Commissioners ex-
pressed continuing dis-
comfort with the lots’ den-
sity, but agreed the project 
was consistent with the 
county’s land use plan and 
in the public interest. The 
board also then approved 
the conditional use rezon-
ing request from R-40 to 
R-20-CU.

But commissioners then 
split over how to address 
their concerns before ac-
tually granting the permit. 
Board Chairman Robbie 
Davis was particularly 
concerned about the large 
number of driveways 
entering existing streets 
because of requested sub-
division waivers.

Planning director Adam 
Tyson said the board 
could approve the permit 
but deny the subdivision 
waivers, which Commis-

sioner Sue Leggett moved 
to do.

But Commissioners 
Fred Belfield and Wayne 
Outlaw both said they dis-
agreed.

“I think we’ve talked 
about it enough, and 
we’ve talked about it for 
months,” Outlaw said. 
“He’s presented us with 
something the planning 
board has accepted. For 
that reason, I fully intend 
to vote for it.”

“The applicants need to 
know before they start any 
kind of planning (what the 
county expects),” Belfield 
said. ‘We sent them back 
to the planning board. We 
need to move on today.”

Leggett’s motion to ap-
prove the permit but deny 
the waivers was defeated 
on a 3-3 tie.

Belfield moved to ap-
prove the permit and 
waivers, and the motion 
passed 4-2.

continued from page 1A

Subdivision: ‘We’re doing it by the book, and that’s all I know to do’

Town hires code enforcement contractor 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The town has hired 
a contractor to conduct code enforce-

ment.
During its April 5 meeting, 

the Spring Hope Board of 
Commissioners voted to ap-
prove an agreement with Al-
liance Code Enforcement for 
15 weeks of work at a total 
cost of $3,000.

Town Manager Jae Kim 
said the sum can be broken down to 

eight hours a week at $25 an hour. The 
number of hours each week can vary 
within the approved range.

Commissioners didn’t discuss the mat-
ter before voting to hire Alliance. Com-
missioner Brenda Lucas voted against 
the move. She said in previous meetings 
that she believes Kim could do the work 
himself.

“Commissioner Lucas asked again 
why Jae was so busy that he couldn’t 
do more. She wanted to know what the 
company would be doing different from 
what Jae was hired to do,” according to 
minutes from the March 1 meeting.

In the same March meeting, Mayor 
Buddy Gwaltney said Alliance seemed 
like a strong-arm company.

Gwaltney, Lucas and Commissioner 
Ricky Tucker didn’t attend a planned 
March 8 meeting to discuss code 
enforcement. While commissioners 
assembled and heard feedback from 
town residents, the lack of a quorum 
prevented any official business, includ-
ing a vote on the code enforcement 
contract. 

Alliance owner Brandon Emory, a for-
mer law enforcement official, said at the 
March 8 meeting that he toured the town 

and found areas that need improvement. 
“You’ve got a lot of junk,” Emory said. 

“You’ve got a lot of people with back-
yards and side yards full of auto parts, 
construction debris, household items 
and things like that. We’re not in the 
season for grass to grow, but you can see 
some of the old stuff has grown up and 
laid down.”

Emory said his employees establish 
relationships with residents and seek to 
help them solve their nuisance abate-
ment issues.

Alliance currently contracts with 10 
North Carolina towns.   

Lucas
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Infrastructure plan as 
national spring cleaning 

The increasingly sunny and warm weather, 
even with the gusts of pesky yellow pollen coating 
everything and the occasional shower to wash it 
away, is a welcome sign of new life and renewal. 

The noisy buzz of lawn mowers over newly 
growing grass and evidence of outdoor and home 
maintenance are yet more indicators spring has, 
finally, sprung.

COVID-19 vaccinations in North Carolina 
are expanding rapidly and more Nash County 

residents are talking about when they are finishing their shots 
instead of wondering how to get them. Nash County has been 
very proactive in distributing the vaccines, and daily life is slowly 
showing signs of returning to at least a semblance of normal, 
though the pandemic and new variants remain a threat.

Two other encouraging signs this spring are prospects for the 
U.S. economy after the pandemic and the American Jobs Plan, 
a visionary and specific infrastructure plan announced by Presi-
dent Biden.

The post-pandemic economy alone, regardless of whoever 
is president, is predicted to see a huge rebound after more 
than a year of shutdowns, lockdowns and overall misery. 
Economists surveyed by the Wall Street Journal raised the 
average forecast for 2021 economic growth to an astounding 
6.4% from the year before and 3.2% next year, still considered 
high. Economists expect the U.S. to add more than 7 million 
jobs this year, a strong return toward pre-pandemic levels — 
and experts credit the end-of-the-year vaccines, the smaller 
December stimulus plan and the massive Biden stimulus plan 
last month for the boost. 

Biden’s $2.65 trillion infrastructure plan has drawn a lot of 
fire, particularly from Republicans, for his proposal to increase 
corporate taxes from 21% to 28% to help pay for it, but as I read 
details of what his administration proposes, the more I find to 
admire.

Infrastructure is not something Americans particularly think 
about, and our government officials have been really lax in 
maintaining it nationwide. We’re the richest country in the 
world but rank only 13th in the overall quality of our infrastruc-
ture. Our roads, bridges and utilities all share the same pattern 
of being built and then neglected. Republicans in Congress 
killed Obama’s attempts to make infrastructure improvements 
for partisan reasons. Trump repeatedly promised an “Infra-
structure Week” but never actually produced a plan for Con-
gress consider.

But the needs remain and only get worse by neglect.
“Public domestic investment as a share of the economy has 

fallen by more than 40% since the 1960s,” the White House 
said in announcing Biden’s proposal. “The American Jobs 
Plan will invest in America in a way we have not invested 
since we built the interstate highways and won the Space 
Race.”

“After decades of disinvestment,” the plan argues, “our roads, 
bridges and water systems are crumbling. Our electric grid is 
vulnerable to catastrophic outages. Too many lack access to af-
fordable, high-speed internet and to quality housing. The past 
year has led to job losses and threatened economic security, 
eroding more than 30 years of progress in women’s labor force 
participation. It has unmasked the fragility of our caregiv-
ing infrastructure. And our nation is falling behind its biggest 
competitors on research and development, manufacturing and 
training.”

Biden is proposing $2.65 trillion in direct spending and tax 
credits over the next eight years, which is a lot, but what op-
ponents don’t mention is that experts have calculated that each 
dollar of infrastructure spending reaps $6 worth of benefits, 
which makes Biden’s plan a true investment in our own coun-
try.

Among the many things Biden is proposing is to modernize 
20,000 miles of highways, roads and main streets; fix the 10 most 
economically significant bridges in need of reconstruction; repair 
the worst 10,000 smaller bridges; upgrade ports and waterways; 
and “replace thousands of buses and rail cars, repair hundreds 
of stations, renew airports and expand transit and rail into new 
communities.”

It will also upgrade and modernize U.S. drinking water, 
wastewater and stormwater systems; build high-speed broad-
band infrastructure to reach 100% coverage at an affordable 
cost; rebuild and modernize the nation’s electrical grids; mod-
ernize the nation’s schools and child care facilities; upgrade 
veterans’ hospitals and federal buildings; and build, preserve 
and retrofit more than 2 million homes and commercial build-
ings.

Biden’s detailed plan also addresses climate change, green 
energy proposals and equitable treatment of the nation’s es-
sential workers. The physical improvements alone will generate 
millions of jobs and help our states and communities become 
more modernized and updated than we could ever afford on 
our own.

The plan is so visionary I can’t begin to describe it fully or even 
fairly. The odds of all of it passing are probably slim, but it is a 
plausible starting plan for action and the result will leave America 
better off and more prosperous.

Obviously, as Biden himself notes, compromises and hard 
choices will have to be made, and the final product the Demo-
crats produce, with or without Republican help, will give America 
a giant bang for its buck. I hope Republicans will rethink their 
knee-jerk partisan opposition and cooperate in the crafting of this 
legislation.

It’s exactly what this nation needs. We’ve gotten shabby and it’s 
time for some national spring cleaning.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. 

Comic villain just needed some therapy 
A careless 

comparison 
meant to 
skewer Jordan 
Peterson is 
backfiring in a 
big way.

The psychol-
ogy professor 
expressed 

astonishment when Twitter 
followers alerted him to obvi-
ous parallels between him and 
the Red Skull, the supervillain 
in Marvel Comics’ Captain 
America franchise.

In the comic’s latest edi-
tion, published March 31, the 
masked evildoer leads men 
astray through online lectures. 
One panel shows the Red Skull 
promoting “10 rules for life” 
and references “chaos and 
order,” apparent allusions to 
Peterson’s bestseller “12 Rules 
for Life: An Antidote to Chaos” 
and its sequel, “Beyond Order: 
12 More Rules for Life.”

Writer and social commen-
tator Ta-Nehisi Coates, whom 
Marvel hired in 2015 to write 
the Black Panther comics, is 
the current Captain America 
series’ author. While Coates 
hasn’t acknowledged Peterson 
as the inspiration for Cap’s 
nemesis, the similarities are 
too on-the-nose to be mere 
coincidence.

Coates’ Red Skull is an 
information-age pied piper for 
disaffected young men whose 
mind-warping viral videos 
convert a legion of disciples 
ready to wreak havoc upon his 
command. That’s not a far cry 
from the bad-faith critiques of 
Peterson’s work that persist 
despite thorough debunkings.

Writing for online magazine 
Slate’s Brow Beat culture blog, 
Matthew Dessem describes 
Peterson as “a self-help guru 
to the alt-right.” In fact, Peter-
son is a steadfast opponent of 
that movement who eschews 
the identity politics of the far 
right and the woke left with 
equal vigor and aplomb.

“I think the whole group 

identity thing is seriously 
pathological,” Peterson said 
during an August 2017 ques-
tion-and-answer exchange.

Progressives bristle when 
he traces intersectionality to 
its inevitable conclusion: The 
process of differentiating people 
by their disadvantages and 
privileges can only be repeated 
so many times before you reach 
the irreducible number of one.

Regarding the individual as 
the ultimate minority may be 
anathema to the modern left, 
but it also obliterates collectiv-
ist canards on the right wing’s 
outer fringes. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center says alt-
right adherents “embrace white 
ethnonationalism as a funda-
mental value.” That’s incom-
patible with Peterson’s appeals 
to personal responsibility.

Pundits who caricature 
Peterson as a gateway drug 
to white supremacy only be-
clown themselves, and Coates 
jumps into this trap with both 
feet, suggesting the self-help 
author — or his supposed 
comic book alter ego — is 
assembling an army of like-
minded sycophants. In reality, 
Peterson addresses a diverse 
amalgam of readers and view-
ers who don’t march to the 
same drumbeat.

Hot takes on the Captain 
America kerfuffle were simi-
larly sloppy. A Daily Mail ar-
ticle reported that Peterson 
was “angry” to learn of the 
resemblance, while entertain-
ment website Uproxx said he 
was downright “pissed.” “Red 
Skull, thin skin,” tech blog Bo-
ing Boing crowed.

While Peterson’s initial 
tweets expressed surprise 
at the discovery, he’s clearly 
bemused rather than upset. 
Instead of objecting to the 
idea of Coates casting him 
as a villain whose Marvel 
origin story is “head of Nazi 
terrorist activities” trained by 
Hitler himself, Peterson took 
ownership of the character 
and promptly put him through 

reform school.
In memes shared on his 

Twitter page, the Red Skull 
now parrots Peterson’s phi-
losophy of self-improvement. 
“If you cling desperately to an 
ideology, or wallow in nihil-
ism, try telling the truth,” one 
reads.

The contrast between exag-
gerated comic book imagery 
of a red-faced, glowering 
menace and practical advice 
for leading a fulfilling life 
underscores the absurdity of 
painting Peterson as a malign 
influence better than a sober 
YouTube lecture or an ex-
haustive written rebuttal ever 
could. If Coates meant to make 
the professor a cautionary tale, 
Peterson turned the tables 
with pitch-perfect parody.

Twitter followers are in on 
the joke, too. One imagined 
Peterson as Lobsterman, a ref-
erence to the first chapter in 
“12 Rules” that compares hu-
mans’ and lobsters’ physical 
response to defeat, noting that 
the mood-regulating hormone 
serotonin affects dominance 
hierarchies in both species.

Peterson embraced the lob-
ster motif, tweeting an illustra-
tion of a red-and-black shield 
featuring a stylized six-legged 
crustacean fit for display on a 
caped crusader’s chest.

Coates overlooked the 
downside to writing a rival 
into a timeless tale, rendering 
him immortal in a narrative 
sense. A villain can always be-
come a hero; redemption arcs, 
after all, are as much a comic 
book trope as the heel turn.

Corey Friedman is editor of The 
Enterprise and executive edi-
tor of Restoration NewsMedia. 
In this weekly column for Cre-
ators Syndicate, he explores 
solutions to political conflicts 
from an independent perspec-
tive. Follow him on Twitter @
coreywrites. To read features 
by other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.cre-
ators.com. 

It’s time to enjoy nature 
Today was so 

beautiful that I 
opened the back 
door leading to 
my patio. I sat 
outside, enjoy-
ing the warm 
spring breezes, 
listening to the 

chirping birds and checking 
out all the budding trees and 
flowers. As I sat there, I kept 
thinking about what a beauti-
ful world God has made for 
us. I can’t imagine heaven will 
be even nicer, but I’m sure it 
will be.

Now I’m watching the old 
TV show “Mutual of Omaha’s 
Wild Kingdom.” Anyone re-
member that one? Currently, 
Mr. Perkins is checking out 
the Amazon rainforest, telling 
us about and showing us the 

unusual animals he is seeing, 
such as monkeys of all sorts, 
huge bugs and lizards.

The Bible doesn’t tell us 
about any animals in heaven, 
but who knows? I think I can 
do without huge bugs and liz-
ards, though.

The Bible mentions nature 
many times. Consider the fol-
lowing: First, from Matthew 
6:28-30, “And why be anxious 
about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I tell you, even Solo-
mon in all of his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these.”

Second, “Let the heavens be 
glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
let the sea roar, and all that 
fills it; let the field exult, and 
everything in it! Then shall all 
the trees of the forest sing for 

joy” (Psalm 96:11-12).
Third, from Job 12:7-10, 

“But ask the beasts and they 
will teach you; the birds of 
the heavens and they will 
tell you; the bushes of the 
earth, and they will teach 
you. Who among you does 
not know that the hand of 
the Lord has done this? In 
His hand is the life of every 
living thing and the breath 
of all mankind.”

Finally, Psalm 145:5 says, 
“On the glorious splendor of 
your majesty, and on your 
wondrous works, I will medi-
tate.” A day like today (and 
even every day) is a good time 
to do that. Praise the Lord for 
this wonderful world!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.  
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Looking at those who sat around him, [Jesus] said, “Here are 
my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is 
my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:34-35)

PRAYER: Dear Father, remind us of our need to spend time with our 
spiritual family. Help us to make spiritual fellowship a priority. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

DONNA 
CROWE

COREY 
FRIEDMAN



Betty Sue Britt Whitley
Sept. 18, 1947 — April 8, 2021

LUCAMA — Betty Sue Britt Whitley, 73, 
passed away Thursday with her loving family by 

her side to go home to 
be with her Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Her funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
Monday, April 12, at 
Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, 1815 Airport 
Blvd., Wilson. Inter-
ment will follow in 
Maplewood Cem-
etery, Wilson. Pastor 
Charles Britt will of-
ficiate.

The family received 
friends from 6-8 p.m. 
Sunday at Joyner’s 

Funeral Home, 4100 Raleigh Road Parkway, Wil-
son.

Betty Sue is survived by her loving husband 
of 59 years, Donald Whitley of the home; sons, 
Gregory Donald Whitley and his wife and their 
two daughters, David Duane Whitley, Jonathan 
Keith Whitley and wife, Karen, and their son, 
Michael, and Timothy Scott Whitley and wife, 
Alisha; and her brother, Alton Britt of Wilson.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Al-
ton and Virginia Britt; sisters, Francine Edwards 
and Karlyn Edwards; and her brothers, Carl Ed-
wards, Johnny Edwards, and Eric Edwards.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Pattie Sue Bailey Gay
Feb. 28, 1943 — April 7, 2021

BAILEY — Pattie Sue Bailey Gay, 78, died 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Joyner’s Funeral Home and Crematory, Wilson. 

A.J. Walston
July 16, 1942 — April 1, 2021

MIDDLESEX — A.J. Walston, 79, died Thurs-
day, April 1, 2021. Arrangements are by Strick-
land Funeral Home, Louisburg.   

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at 
no charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid 
basis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. each Friday. 
Contact Lori Parrish at 252-265-7850 with ques-
tions.  

OBITUARIES
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Vaccination clinic 
offers free beer

TARBORO — Calvary Episcopal Church, 
Tarboro Brewing Co. and Thorne Drug 
Center will hold a COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic from 5-8 p.m. Wednesday, April 14, at 
the 2900 N. Main St. pharmacy. 

Providers will administer the Pfizer 
vaccine. Vaccine patients will receive 
their choice of a free pint of beer from 
Tarboro Brewing Co. 

The clinic is open to anyone 16 and up, 
though patients must be 21 or older to 
receive the free beer. To make an appoint-
ment for the free clinic, call 252-563-2207.  

Small business weekends 
start Saturday

ROCKY MOUNT — Sunkissed Valley 
Boutique will host Small Business Pop-
Up Shop weekends at the Golden East 
Crossing Mall starting Saturday, April 
17, and continuing May 15 and June 19.

Sunkissed Valley is an e-commerce 
business owned by Rocky Mount native 
Courtney Williams, who said the pop-up 
shops are a way for small business owners 
and local buyers a chance to connect and 
support each other. Companies seeking to 
hire workers will also be on hand.

“The Small Business Pop-Up enables 
shoppers to make a big impact in their 

community by supporting a local small 
business,” Williams said in a news release.

Sunkissed Valley is accepting vendor appli-
cations for the pop-up shop. To apply, email 
Williams at sunkissedvalley@outlook.com. 

Meal program seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Senior Ser-
vices is seeking volunteers for the agency’s 
home-delivered meal program in Spring 
Hope, Bailey and the West Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nutritious 
lunchtime meal for seniors on 10 routes 
within Nash County. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and underlying medical condi-
tions, several volunteers have been unable 
to participate. Organizers are seeking 
adults without chronic health condi-
tions and COVID-19 risk factors who are 
available from 9:30-11 a.m. at least one 
weekday each week to deliver meals. De-
pending on the route, meal deliveries take 
roughly half an hour to an hour.

Prospective volunteers or people with 
questions can call Senior Services Coor-
dinator Wendy Perry at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings are pub-
lished as a public service of The Enterprise. 
The submission deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday 
for each Wednesday’s edition. Email list-
ings to cfriedman@wilsontimes.com with 
“Community Calendar” in the subject line.

Town board votes to regulate golf carts
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Golf carts will 
now be regulated inside town limits.

The Spring Hope Board of Com-
missioners voted unanimously 
April 5 to approve the use of golf 
carts on town roads with a permit.

A $5 registration fee will be due 
at the beginning of each year. 
Operators must provide proof of 
ownership, liability insurance and a 
waiver of liability.

The ordinance calls for golf cart 
operators 18 and older to hold a 
state-issued identification card, 
while operators who are 16 and 17 

must hold a valid driver’s license.
The new ordinance states that the 

town doesn’t advocate or endorse 
the operation of golf carts by allow-
ing their use on town streets.

“All persons who operate or ride 
upon golf carts on designated roads 
do so at their own risk and peril 
and must be observant of and atten-
tive to the safety of themselves and 
others, including their passengers, 
other motorists, bicyclists and pe-
destrians,” according to the new 
town ordinance.

The ordinance explains that the 
town accepts no liability for permit-
ting golf carts to be operated on 
designated public roads.

The ordinance has an exception 

for golf cart use in connection to 
a parade, festival or other special 
event with permission from Police 
Chief Nathan Gant.

Golf carts will be allowed on 
town streets with a speed limit of 
no more than 35 mph, and the carts 
must not exceed 30 mph. Carts 
can only be driven after sundown 
if equipped with operational head-
lights and taillights.

N.C. General Statute 153 allows 
local governments to require the 
registration of golf carts; charge a 
fee for the registration; specify who 
is authorized to operate golf carts; 
and specify the required equip-
ment, load limits and the hours and 
methods of operation of golf carts.  

Hospital provides community vaccination clinics 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — With 
all North Carolina adults 
now eligible to receive CO-
VID-19 vaccines, Nash UNC 
Health Care and local health 
departments have been 
ramping up vaccination ef-
forts in the community.

While vaccine appoint-
ments were scarce only 
a few weeks ago, there 
are now a variety of op-
tions. To help community 
members find out which 
option is best for them, 
Nash UNC has estab-
lished a phone line that 

provides information for 
all vaccination clinics of-
fered in partnership with 
the hospital. Nash UNC is 
also offering vaccinations 
to homebound individuals 
through this phone line.

“After receiving data and 
community feedback, we 
found that location and a 
trusted source are the driv-
ing factors for individuals 
to get vaccinated,” said L. 
Lee Isley, president and 
CEO of Nash UNC Health 
Care. “With this feedback, 
we worked to partner with 
local churches and other 
community partners to of-
fer vaccination clinics at 
their sites.  We’ve worked 
with their staff and volun-
teers to conduct outreach to 
their networks, provide vac-
cine education and get them 
scheduled for vaccination.”

This phone line will pro-
vide information about 
various clinics in the area 
and will serve as a way 
for community members 
to schedule their vaccine 
appointment.

Nash UNC’s Commu-
nity Vaccination Line is 
252-962-8624. To schedule 
a vaccination appointment 
at one of Nash UNC’s 
community vaccine clinics 
(locations vary from week 
to week), community 
members may call and fol-
low the directions below.

• Leave a voicemail 
with your full name, date 
of birth and best contact 
number.

• Specify the clinic you 

wish to attend, as multiple 
clinics are offered each 
week. If you’re unsure of 
current clinic locations 
and vaccination opportuni-
ties, or if you are home-
bound and unable to travel 
to a vaccination clinic, note 
this in your message and a 
Nash UNC team member 
will call you to discuss vac-
cination options.

• A member of the Nash 
UNC vaccine scheduling 
team will call you back 
as soon as possible, often 
during normal business 
hours, to schedule your 
appointment.

People who prefer to be 
vaccinated in a doctor’s of-
fice setting can call 984-215-
5485 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays or visit www.
yourshot.org to schedule an 
appointment through East-
ern North Carolina Medical 
Group or another nearby 
UNC Health primary care 
provider.

Nash UNC’s vaccine 
website, www.nashun-
chealthcare.org/vac-
cine, includes all of this 
information, as well as 
information on other 
community vaccination 
resources such as the 
Nash County Health 
Department’s COVID-19 
hotline and registration 
link, the Edgecombe 
County Health Depart-
ment’s phone numbers 
and webpages and links 
to the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services vaccine locator 

site, which provides vac-
cination sites by ZIP code. 
Nash UNC’s vaccine web-
site also includes vaccine 
education information in 
English and Spanish.

“Although the vaccine 
helps us take a big step 
toward normal life again, 
we encourage everyone to 
continue doing their part 
to keep communities in 
the region safe from CO-
VID-19. Please continue 
to wash your hands, wear 
a mask and social dis-
tance,” said Isley.

Cases of COVID are still 
quite active in the Twin 
Counties despite the in-
crease in vaccinations. As 
of April 5, 27 patients were 
hospitalized at Nash UNC 
with COVID complications.

“We saw a brief decrease 
in COVID patients at Nash 
UNC Health Care in Feb-
ruary, with our inpatient 
COVID census getting 
down to the mid-teens for 
a few weeks,” said Isley.  
“However, cases requiring 
hospitalization crept back 
up in March and have 
been hanging in the high 
20s and low 30s for the 
past few weeks. We must 
encourage folks to get vac-
cinated and to seek early 
treatment if they test posi-
tive for COVID-19.”

For more information 
on COVID vaccines and 
how to schedule an ap-
pointment, visit NashUN-
CHealthCare.org/Vaccine, 
where various vaccine 
options are listed. 

Deputies probe businessman’s shooting death 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

BATTLEBORO — Authorities con-
tinue to investigate the shooting death 
of a well-known community activist.

Johnny Cunningham, 60, died of 
gunshot wounds sometime before 
Thursday morning when deputies 
discovered his body during a welfare 
check at a home on the 3000 block of 
Old Battleboro Road, said Lt. Wilson 

Muse of the Edgecombe 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Detectives have a 
person of interest in 
the case, Muse said.

Investigators want to 
hear from anyone who 
may have been in the 
area and saw or heard 

anything out of the ordinary between 
9:30 and 10 p.m. Wednesday, April 7, 
the day before the shooting occurred. 

Cunningham often spoke at city 

council meetings in favor of fair 
housing. He offered construction 
jobs to felons via his nonprofit or-
ganization ReGroup1.

Anyone with information about 
the case is encouraged to call the 
sheriff’s office at 252-641-7911 and 
ask for a detective or email tips to 
emuse@edgecombeco.com.

Team Cold Case has offered a 
$15,000 reward for information lead-
ing to an arrest in Cunningham’s 
death. The tip number is 252-406-6736.   

Cunningham



Southern Nash 
ends season on 
winning note 
From staff reports 

FRANKLINTON — A season end-
ing well before Southern Nash play-
ers, coaches and fans’ expectations 
concluded in a positive manner for the 
Firebirds with a 51-28 win on Thursday 
night. 

Southern Nash, which saw its string 
of five straight 3-A Big East Conference 
titles end with a 28-26 loss to Rocky 
Mount on April 3, enjoyed one of its 
best offensive outings. The Firebirds 
racked up 290 yards on the ground 
while senior quarterback Chason Royal 
threw for a season-high 168 yards and 
two touchdowns as Southern Nash 
finished 3-4 overall and 3-2 in Big East 
play.

“Chason had one of his better games 
tonight. I’m proud of him,” said Southern 
Nash head coach Brian Foster.

The Firebirds erupted for 24 points in 
the second quarter to take a 30-14 half-
time lead. The Red Rams (3-4, 1-4 Big 
East) came within one possession in the 
fourth quarter before Southern slammed 
the door with two more TDs.

Junior Jackson Vick rushed for 114 
yards and two TDs on 16 carries to push 
him over the 1,000-yard plateau for the 
season. He scored from six yards in the 
second quarter and scampered 21 yards 
for a third-quarter TD.

Royal, who plunged in from a yard for 

the Firebirds’ first TD, connected with 
Sammy Gandy for a 10-yard TD in the 
second quarter and found T.J. Taybron 
for a 30-yard strike in the third quarter. 
Royal finished 8-of-10 without an inter-
ception.

The Firebirds were far more gener-

ous on the ground, however, giving up 
three of their four fumbles, including 
one returned five yards for a TD by 
Franklinton defender Michael Sills in 
the third quarter. Gandy had a 44-yard 
TD run in the fourth, part of a 73-yard 
evening for him. Senior Xavien Smith 
bulled in from two yards to complete 
the scoring.

Junior Ernest Crudup ran for a pair of 
TDs for Franklinton, which totaled 232 
yards on the ground.

The teams combined for 157 yards on 
21 penalties. 

Local The Enterprise
www.springhopeenterprise.com
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UNIDENTIFIED

Dozens of bodies found across the state remain mysteries
My niece Mi-

chelle Bullard 
felt safe watch-
ing television 
in her home 
with friends on 
a January night 
in 2006. Then 
a masked man 
with a handgun 

broke down the front door.
The intruder tied up Mi-

chelle’s friends and took her 
away. She was 23. 

Nineteen hours later, with law 
enforcement closing in, the man 
who kidnapped Michelle shot 
himself in the heart. His death 
left my family with no answers 
as to Michelle’s fate. Authorities 
conducted several searches, but 
turned up only her purse in the 
woods near the man’s family 
homestead.

Ten excruciatingly long 

months passed between Mi-
chelle’s kidnapping and the 

discovery and 
identification of 
her skeleton in the 
woods, found by a 
hunter five miles 
from where the 
purse had been lo-
cated.

Lee County Sher-
iff Tracy Carter announced in 
late 2007 that physical evidence 
and witness statements showed 
David Earl Wilson, a 49-year-old 
convicted murderer recently 
released from prison after 20 
years, killed Michelle the night 
of her kidnapping and dumped 
her body in an old cemetery in 
the woods. She died of blunt 
force trauma to the head.

My family knows the pain of 
having a loved one turn into a 
missing person case. So I’ll for-

give you for thinking this story 
is about missing people. It’s not.

The remains of my niece were 
mercifully identified in short 
order after being recovered. But 
there are 120 or so bodies that 
remain unidentified in our state, 
according to NamUs, the Na-
tional Missing and Unidentified 
Persons System. 

I firmly believe that some of 
those unidentified bodies be-
long to missing people we know 
about, but haven’t yet connected 
the dots. The other bodies be-
long to victims no one reported 
missing for a myriad of reasons, 
from neglect to more sinister 
situations.

Law enforcement does an 
admirable job finding missing 
people and solving murders. 
Several clearinghouse web-
sites collect information on 
unidentified body cases, but the 

information isn’t presented in a 
proactive manner. In order to re-
solve older cases from the time 
before the internet, more public-
ity is required. 

Some of these cases haven’t 
received any public attention 
since being discovered decades 
ago. A few cases have never been 
reported by the news media. 

The more people who learn 
of these stories, the more likely 
a positive resolution can be 
reached. With the introduc-
tion you’re reading right now, 
this newspaper is launching an 
extensive multimedia project 
focused on unidentified bodies 
in North Carolina.

Our plan is to present infor-
mation — gleaned from multiple 
sources — about a different un-
identified body case each week. 
With around 120 cases across 
the state, that will take us about 

two years. By putting forward 
these cases in an internet search 
engine-friendly format, the hope 
is that families of missing peo-
ple will have a way of finding 
information about unidentified 
bodies that may be a match for 
their mother, daughter or niece.

Please join me on this journey 
as I research and report each 
week in this newspaper, on “The 
Kay Files,” my show about un-
solved crime on WHIG-TV, and 
at facebook.com/LJKay1.

We start this week with a 
look at the 2007 death of a baby 
found in a Nash County dump-
ster, revealing to the public for 
the first time how the infant 
died.

Lindell J. Kay is The Enterprise’s 
staff writer. Reach him at 252-
265-8117 and lkay@spring-
hopeenterprise.com. 

LINDELL 
KAY

Bullard

Firebirds flatten Franklinton 

Southern Nash senior quarterback Chason Royal (12) fires a pass during the Firebirds’ 51-
28 win at Franklinton on Thursday. Royal completed 8-of-10 passes for 168 yards and two 
touchdowns. Amberleigh Dornseif | Special to The Enterprise   

Southern Nash...........................51
Franklinton .................................28
 

 SN F
First Downs 16 7

Yards rushing 43-293 30-232

Yards passing 168 34

Passes-Comp.-Int. 10-8-0 14-6-0

Punts-Average 0 2-31

Fumbles-Lost 4-3 4-3

Penalties-Yards 13-90 8-67

Score by quarters:
Southern Nash 6 24 7 15 — 52
Franklinton 0 14 8 6 — 28

Scoring Summary:

SN — Royal 1 run (kick blocked), 8:50, 1st.

F — Cornell 1 run (Heller kick), 11:18, 2nd.

SN — Jackson Vick 6 run (Jac. Vick run), 7:28, 2nd.

SN — Gandy 10 pass from Royal (Jor. Vick run), 

3:13, 2nd.

F — Crudup 26 run (Heller kick), 2:16, 2nd.

SN — Taybron 33 pass from Royal (Jac. Vick run), 

0:14, 2nd.

SN — Jac. Vick 21 run (Daniels kick), 2:09, 3rd.

F — Sills 5 fumble return (Walker run), 0:28, 3rd.

F — Crudup 1 run (pass failed), 9:23, 4th.

SN — Gandy 44 run (Gandy run), 8:27, 4th.

SN — Smith 2 run (Daniels kick), 6:15, 4th.

Individual Statistics

RUSHING — Sammy Gandy 8-73, TD, 2-point run; 

Jackson Vick 16-114, 2 TDs, 2 2-point runs; Xavien 

Smith 2-3, TD; Terrence Raspberry 3-18; Jordan 

Vick 6-21, 2-point run; Chason Royal 2-7, TD; Zion 

Nicholson 2-41; Zyshonne Pearce 2-19; Team 

2-minus 3.

PASSING — Chason Royal 10-8-0, 168 yards, 2 TDs.

RECEIVING — Sammy Gandy 3-51, TD; Jackson 

Vick 3-37; Darrin Bailey 1-47; T.J. Taybron 1-33, TD.

Tax rebate approved for Cummins plant renovation
By Ken Ripley 
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com 

NASHVILLE — Cummins Inc. 
announced a $42 million invest-
ment to modernize its Rocky 
Mount Engine Plant in Whitak-
ers just hours after Nash County 
officials approved a 50% rebate 
in any increased property taxes 
the investment generates. 

During its regular monthly 
meeting April 5, the Nash County 
Board of Commissioners unani-
mously approved the inducement 
agreement, with enthusiasm.

The Rocky Mount Engine Plant, 
originally established as Consoli-
dated Diesel Co. in 1979, began 
production in 1983. Since then, 
the plant has produced more than 
4 million engines for more than 
500 customers worldwide and is 
a major employer in Nash County 
with more than 1,800 employed at 
the Whitakers plant.

“RMEP is undergoing a multi-
year transformation to modern-
ize our facilities, become more 
flexible and efficient and ensure 
future success for our custom-
ers and stakeholders,” said plant 
manager John Judd. 

The company said in a press 
release issued later in the day 
that the $42 million investment 
will include a flexible machining 
line, utilizing computer numeric 
control, to produce cylinder 
heads for 9-liter engines. Soft-
ware improvements will further 
the plant’s adoption of industry 
4.0 technologies and provide en-
vironmental improvements.

With the improvements, the 
company said, the plant will re-
duce water use, energy consump-
tion and compressed air use. It 
will also help the company retain 
30 positions, with current employ-
ees offered training opportunities 
if interested in the new roles.

“I want to thank you for ev-
erything you have done for us,” 
county board Chairman Robbie 
Davis told Judd and other plant 
officials. “We are pleased to do 
what is asked in this induce-
ment agreement. It was a no-
brainer for us.”

Under the agreement, the 
county will rebate half the an-
nual property taxes generated 
by the $42 million investment 
for five years. At the current 
tax rate of 67 cents per $100 
valuation, the investment would 
generate about $281,400 in ad-
ditional taxes each year, cut in 
half by the agreement.

Also in the agreement, Cum-
mins indicates it may invest an 
additional $41 million into the 
plant by 2025. If so, the county has 
agreed to rebate half those addi-
tional taxes for five years as well. 

The agreement requires Cum-
mins to operate the Whitakers 
plant for at least three years 
beyond the inducement grants 
or repay the county a prorated 
portion of the rebated property 
taxes.

“It’s been a great asset to Nash 
County,” Commissioner Fred 
Belfield said of the Whitakers 
plant. “We sure appreciate that. I 
wish we had many, many more.”

IN OTHER BUSINESS 
In other major business involv-

ing financing, commissioners ap-
proved a $10.15 million loan from 
Southern Bank for 15 years at 
1.65% annual interest to build the 
replacement elementary school 
in Red Oak. Belfield dissented on 
principle because of his opposi-
tion to the school location.

Commissioners also voted to 
refinance the Central Nash Wa-
ter and Sewer District’s costs, 
consolidating six current U.S. 
Department of Agriculture loans 
into one 20-year loan from First 
Bank at 2.2% interest. 

The new loan would cost the 
county $80,000 more per year 
but would save a total of $4.25 
million overall, commissioners 
were told.

“We feel like the 20-year op-
tion we can do without a rate in-
crease and shorten the life of the 
loans to a single loan that would 
be paid off in 2041 instead of 
2054,” said County Manager 
Zee Lamb. “We’re paying it off 
earlier so our grandchildren will 
not have to pay off our obliga-
tion that we are making today.”

“We may have a rate increase at 
some other time,” said Davis, “but 
it wouldn’t be because of this.”

In yet another financial 
change, the board voted unani-
mously to amend the electri-
cal permit fee for commercial 
solar farms to reduce the fees 
charged to the increasingly 
larger solar farm projects.

Under the original fee schedule 
approved nine years ago, residen-
tial and commercial fees were 

both based on $5 per solar panel, 
with a minimum fee of $55.

Residential solar panels are 
still relatively few, but county 
planning director Adam Tyson 
said the commercial farms had 
exploded in size in recent years.

“They tend to increase in size 
over time,” he said. “The most 
recent solar farm on N.C. 231 
will take up 1,057 acres and 
be the largest solar farm in the 
county yet. We have not seen a 
very small one for a long time.”

Tyson said developers and his 
staff collaborated to make the 
rate based on megawatt capac-
ity, similar to Wilson County, 
instead of the number of panels. 
He proposed changing the Nash 
one-time permit fee to $1,000 
per megawatt with a minimum 
fee of $2,500.

“This should be less complex 
to calculate, easier to be verified 
and more reasonable to solar 
farm developers looking to in-
vest in Nash County,” he said. 

Tyson  also noted the old fee 
schedule based on panels had 
become legally vulnerable as 
excessive under state law. 

Under the revised schedule, 
Tyson said, 14 solar farms in the 
county would have seen fees 
decrease while eight would see 
small increases. The largest solar 
farm on his list, Brantley Farm 
near Middlesex, has 36,312 pan-
els generating 50 megawatts. The 
original permit fee was $181,560 
based on panels but would only 
be $50,000 based on megawatts 
— a savings of $131,560.

Cummins announced a $42 million investment in the Rocky Mount 
Engine Plant during the Nash County Board of Commissioners’ April 
5 meeting. Pictured from left are Ray Anderson, Cummins finance 
director; John Judd, Cummins plant manager; commissioners’ Chairman 
Robbie Davis; District 1 Commissioner Marvin Arrington; and Andy 
Hagy, Nash County Economic Development director. Contributed photo
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Spring Hope police 
make 2 drug arrests
From staff reports

SPRING HOPE — Town 
police officers made two 
drug-related arrests as re-
sult of vehicle stops among 
other investigations in the 
month of March.

The Spring Hope Police 
Department answered 163 
calls for service in March. 
Officers also made 179 
security checks and 51 ve-
hicle stops and responded 
to three vehicle wrecks, 
according to the monthly 
event summary provided 
by Chief Nathan Gant.

At 9:20 p.m. on March 5, 
Officer N. Barbour stopped 
a vehicle on East Nash 
Street. Barbour charged a 
non-Spring Hope resident 
with possession of a Sched-
ule II controlled substance; 
possession with intent to 
sell and deliver marijuana; 

maintaining a vehicle for 
the sale of a controlled sub-
stance; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; and failure 
to maintain lane control. 
The arrestee was given a 
written promise to appear 
in court.

At 11:35 a.m. on March 
7, Officer L. Lucas tried to 
stop a car for a traffic viola-
tion on West Nash Street. 
The vehicle didn’t stop and 
a pursuit ensued. The pur-
suit ended in Knightdale 
when the car collided with 
another vehicle. The driver, 
a non-resident of Spring 
Hope, faces charges of 
fleeing to elude arrest; as-
sault with a deadly weapon 
inflicting serious injury; 
possession of marijuana; 
possession with intent to 
sell and deliver marijuana; 
maintaining a vehicle for 
the sale of a controlled sub-

stance; reckless driving to 
endanger; speeding; and 
failure to stop at a red light. 
The arrestee was jailed un-
der a $50,000 secured bond.

At 2:14 p.m. on March 
21, Barbour received a 
report of larceny on the 
400 block of East Branch 
Street. Property was taken 
from a home. Police have 
no leads in the case.

At 11:03 p.m. on March 
23, Officer P. Lenhart re-
sponded to a domestic dis-
turbance on the 300 block 
of Oak Avenue where one 
subject was accused of 
assaulting another. Due to 
injuries sustained in the 
incident, Lenhart arrested 
the alleged aggressor, who 
is charged with simple as-
sault. Per state law, the ar-
restee was jailed under a 
48-hour domestic violence 
hold.   

4 suspects charged in 2 shootings
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Po-
lice made arrests in two 
separate shootings in the 
city last week.

Police arrested four sus-
pects in two shootings that 
occurred two days apart, 
according to information 
released by Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

At around 6:20 p.m. April 
6, officers responded to a 
shooting with injury on the 
200 block of North Pine 
Street. Officers say the vic-
tim, a 40-year-old woman, 
sustained gunshot wounds 
to her wrist and earlobe.

Medics took the woman 
to Nash UNC Health Care 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

“A thorough investiga-

tion led to the arrest of a 
35-year-old suspect, Rod-

erick Joshua,” 
Jackson said.

Joshua fac-
es charges of 
assault with a 
deadly weap-
on inflicting 
serious injury 
with intent to 
kill and pos-
session of a 
firearm by a 
felon. He is 
being held 
without bond 
in the Nash 
County De-
tention Center 

in Nashville. 
Around 5 p.m. Thursday, 

officers responded to a 
shooting with injury on 
the 1100 block of West 
Raleigh Boulevard. Police 
arrived to find an 18-year-

old man who had been 
shot in the arm and suf-

fered non-life-
threatening 
injuries. The 
victim was 
taken to Nash 
UNC Health 
Care. 

On Friday, 
the Rocky 
Mount Police 
Department 
made three 
arrests in the 
shooting.

Brandon 
Baker,19, Shy-
heim Graham, 
26, and Elijah 

Joyner, 20, were each 
charged with assault with 
a deadly weapon inflicting 
serious injury and robbery 
with a dangerous weapon. 
All three men received a 
$30,000 bond.  

GrahamBaker

Joshua Joyner

Barnes’ bill would make officials 
repay government debts 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

A local lawmaker wants to put teeth 
into state audit reports.

State Sen. Lisa Barnes, R-
Nash, is sponsoring Senate 
Bill 473, titled Enhance Lo-
cal Government Transparen-
cy, which would allow wage 
garnishment of local elected 
officials found to owe money 
to local governments via 
state audits.

The bill took shape after N.C. State Au-
ditor Beth Wood released a report in May 
that found a Rocky Mount city council-
man used political pressure to receive 
write-offs for more than $47,000 in utility 
bills. 

Wood didn’t name the councilman, 
but public records requests filed by The 
Enterprise revealed emails from city of-
ficials naming Knight as the councilman 
in question.

“There was a definite outcry from 
constituents demanding action after 
the release of the auditor’s findings last 
year,” Barnes said. “The report itself 
indicated there were 213 complaints 
received through the hotline. It is very 
alarming when government officials 
receive blatant preferential treatment 
and fail to follow proper procedures, 
wasting taxpayer money and public re-
sources.”

Barnes said government transparency 
is critical to the success of democracy. 

“My goal in creating this bill is to 
strengthen the public’s trust and pre-
serve the integrity of local government 
while avoiding wrongdoing and conflicts 
of interest,” Barnes said. “I welcome 
feedback from the public on their level of 
confidence in their local government and 
whether or not they support this type of 
legislation.”

Nine local governments, including 

Tarboro and Princeville, have been the 
target of state audit reports since 2013.

The bill has been referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Operations.

SB 473 calls for the garnishment 
of no more than 10% per pay period 
of a local elected official’s wages to 
collect any unpaid money due to a 
county for services until the debt is 
paid in full.

The bill also states that no elected offi-
cial can solicit or receive personal finan-
cial gain from the political subdivision 
for which that elected official serves by 
means of intimidation, undue influence 
or misuse of the employees of that politi-
cal subdivision. Violation of the law — 
which would take effect Dec. 1 — would 
be a felony.

TRANSPARENCY ACT 

Barnes is also a cosponsor of SB 355, 
the Government Transparency Act of 
2021.

If that legislation is approved, govern-
ment agneices would be required to 
disclose the reasons behind managers’ 
decisions to hire and fire public-sector 
workers. 

Barnes said it’s important the public 
have access to some state employees’ 
personnel records. 

“After all, their taxes help pay the sal-
ary of these employees,” Barnes said.

The bill says agencies would be re-
quired to provide the date and general 
reasons for each promotion, demotion, 
dismissal, transfer, suspension, separa-
tion or any other change in position 
within government agencies.

SB 355 applies to all state agencies, 
public school systems, university and 
community college trustee boards and 
all city and county employees.

“Transparency and open government 
are bipartisan issues, and I believe this 
bill is a good first step,” Barnes said.

Barnes

Good...

...to the last word.
Subscribe to The Enterprise for all the local news.

252-243-5151



  Wednesday, April 14, 2021   THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com     3B

PEACHTREE NEWS

Thomas: Patron saint of asking hard questions 
Sunday 

was a 
beautiful 
day. The 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
congre-
gation, 
family and 

friends met to worship our 
Lord. The church was full 
of the faithful.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Melba Hobgood 
in honor of our Lord and 
Savior.

Special music: Jane 
May performed a piano 
solo. Jerry Hobgood sang 
“When He Was On the 
Cross.”  

Bible verse for the 
month of April: Hebrews 
12: 2.

Pastor’s message: “Be 
Careful,” with Scripture 
from various verses. 

THE GREATEST LOVE 

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “He Went To the 
Cross,” by Billy Graham, 
from “Peace for Each 
Day.”

“Greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for his friends.” 
— John 15:13.

“Jesus willingly died on 
the cross to identify with all 
those searching for truth. 
Are you among them? 
Have you heard what Jesus 
has said to you from the 
cross? You were there. I 
was there. Oh, it’s true that 
we hadn’t been born yet, 
but our sins were present 
that day. It wasn’t just the 
soldier, thieves, religious 
leaders and passerby who 
took part in the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ. Our sins 
also nailed Him to the tree.

“No one could have 
forced Jesus to the cross 
had He been unwilling to 
go. This is the crux of the 
cross — Jesus chose to go 
to Calvary. He willingly laid 
down His life for the sins 
of the world. When Jesus 
hung on the cross, a great, 
unseen cosmic battle raged 
in the heavens. And in the 
end, Christ triumphed over 
all forces of evil and death 
and Hell, giving us the 
greatest of all hope — eter-
nal forgiveness. 

“The greatest vision of 
sin is at the cross, where 
we also see the greatest 
vision of love. Jesus hung 
from the cross with us in 
mind.”

‘BELIEVING THOMAS’ 

My devotional this week 
is “Believing Thomas,” by 
Pastor David J. Risendal.

“This past Sunday, we 
celebrated ‘the second 
Sunday of Easter.’ Chris-
tians in the liturgical tradi-
tion hold that the resurrec-
tion of Jesus is so central 
to what we believe that we 
don’t just celebrate it for 
one Sunday. In fact, we 
celebrate it for a week of 
Sundays.

“Last Sunday could 
just as well be called ‘The 
Feast Day of Thomas: Pa-
tron Saint of Those Who 
Ask Hard Questions.’ 
He is called ‘Doubting 
Thomas’ only by those 
who misunderstand him. 
Thomas is one of my 
heroes, and I’m grateful 
that his story is told in the 
Bible, and during worship 
on the Sunday after Easter 
every year.

“In the 11th chapter of 
St. John, Jesus learns that 
his dear friend Lazarus 
has taken ill. Jesus has 
just recently been in Jeru-
salem, and while he was 
there, the leaders of the 
Jews wanted to stone him 
to death. They tried to ar-
rest him, but he escaped 
from their hands. When 
Jesus hears about Laza-
rus, he announces that he 
is going back to Jerusalem 
to see him. The disciples 
protest (11:8) but Jesus 
insists (11:9-15). It is then 
that Thomas, displaying 
a strength of character 

and a depth of faith that 
is rarely attributed to him, 
says: ‘Let us also go, that 
we may die with him’ 
(11:16).

“Fast forward to Easter 
Sunday. Mary Magdalene 
reports that Jesus ap-
peared to her in the gar-
den, but the disciples con-
tinue to hide inside, afraid 
of those who put Jesus to 
death. On Easter evening, 
Jesus appears to 10 of the 
disciples (Thomas was not 
present) who had locked 
themselves into a house. 
They rejoice at seeing him 
alive again, but nothing 
happens during the fol-
lowing week that St. John 
finds important enough to 
record. The disciples tell 
Thomas what they have 
seen, but he is not con-
vinced.

“A week later they are 
gathered in the same 
place, and Thomas is with 
them. (This time the doors 
are not locked — only shut 
— maybe they are making 
some progress).

“Thomas insists he 
won’t believe until he 
can stick his finger in the 
wounds of Jesus. Jesus ap-
pears again that day, and 
the sight of him is enough 
to make Thomas utter the 
strongest proclamation 
of the resurrection to that 
point: ‘My Lord and my 
God!’

“Much has been made 
of the fact that Thomas 
doesn’t initially believe 
the proclamation of the 
disciples. (Curiously, not 
so much of the fact that 
the others didn’t initially 
believe Mary’s proclama-
tion). But St. John paints a 
faithful picture of Thomas: 
uninterested in going 
along with the crowd, 
willing to die for what he 
believes, able to take his 
own doubts and misgiv-
ings seriously, eager for 
a firsthand experience of 
the Risen Christ.

“Legend has it that 
Thomas traveled exten-
sively, spreading the good 
news about Jesus Christ. 
Some assert that he went 
as far as India, and con-
verted the Parthian King 
Gundafor of Peshawar 
to Christian faith. Along 
the Malabar Coast, there 
continues to a be a group 
of Christians who refer to 
themselves as ‘The Chris-
tians of St. Thomas.’

“May we be inspired by 
the honesty and courage 
and dedication of Believ-
ing Thomas, a faithful fol-
lower of Jesus Christ!”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• The Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North 
American Missions will 
begin this week. 

• The Peachtree Baptist 
Church Conference was 
held after morning wor-
ship on Sunday. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Bob Bunn and I spent 
an early 56th anniversary 
at the Massanutten Resort 
in Massanutten, Virginia. 
It was a beautiful week of 
sightseeing, antique-look-
ing, driving Skyline Drive 
and eating. Great time. 

• The men of Sandy Cross 
Methodist Church will 
hold their annual barbecue 
chicken plate sale at 11 a.m. 
Friday, April 19, at the Coo-
pers Ruritan Club. Meals 
are drive-thru only; the 
dining hall will be closed. 
Plates are $8 each and will 
be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

• Two Ruritan clubs will 
hold barbecue chicken 
plate sales — the Oak Lev-
el Ruritan Club on April 23 
and the Coopers Ruritan 
Club on May 7. Each plate 
sale begins at 11 a.m., 
with food available until 
sold out. No tickets will be 
sold in advance. Plates are 
$8 each and will be served 
to drive-thru customers 

with no on-site dining.

IN LOVING MEMORY

The entire Peachtree 
Baptist Church family 
expresses heartfelt, deep 
sympathy to the family and 
friends of Judith Ann Win-
stead Stallings, 80, of Nash 
County, who passed away 
April 2. A funeral service 
was held Saturday at Mo-
meyer Baptist Church. 

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 

in your prayers.
• Maxine Whitley, Bar-

bara Privette, Dorothy 
Nelson and Rudy and Gail 
Brantley.

• Bonita Mildon, daughter 
of Ginny and Curtis Bed-
dingfield, and Randell Whit-
ley and Donnie Patterson.

• Delcie Wakefield and 
Pastor Bill Wakefield are 
recovering at home

• Ronnie Matthews 
needs prayers. 

• Audrey Farmer and 
James Tharrington are 
home recovering.

• Janie Joyner, Bill Nel-
son and Joyce Brinkley 

are undergoing treatment.
• Norman Whitley is re-

covering from surgery.
• Joan Eason was sched-

uled to have surgery on 
Monday. 

• Jon Anglemeyer, 
friend of Nikki Scott, 
needs our prayers. Jon, a 
father of two, needs a kid-
ney transplant.

• All organ donors need 
our prayers.

• Birthday blessings to 
Dallas Hill (April 10), Jen-
nifer Pittman (April 16), 
Tommy Dalton (April 17), 
Catherine Gupton and Lynn 
Griffin (April 18), Arlene 

Wood (April 20), Aubrey 
Farmer (April 22), Beverly 
Wilson (April 25) and Bar-
bara Privette (April 29).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays the week before 
the events. I will need your 
news no later than 4 p.m. 
on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
COUNTY OF WAKE

THE UNDERSIGNED , having 
qualified on the  12 th day of 
March, 2021, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HAFLEY , 
Deceased, of Wake County, North 

Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 6 th day of 
July, 2021, or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said Estate 
will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This, the 7 th day of April, 2021.

GAIL HALFEY
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HALFEY
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham , North Carolina 27717

NOTE: For publication in The 
Wake Weekly on the following 
dates: April 7, 2021, April 14, 
2021, April 21, 2021, and April 
28, 2021. Please send the State-
ment and Proof of Publication to 
Post Office Box 51549, Durham, 
North Carolina 27717-1549.
The Enterprise
April 7, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS
Home Repairs Public 
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Public 
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Remarkable radishes in the victory garden 
Don’t forget 

to mark your 
calendar to join 
us for our first 
Spring Hope 
Garden Club 
meeting! Bring a 
friend and enjoy 
good company 
and an exciting 

new venture in Spring Hope. 
The meeting will be held at 6:30 
p.m. this Wednesday, April 14, at 
Michael’s Showside Grill. 

I’m always looking for ways 
to add more vegetables to my 
diet. A friend and I were talk-
ing and she said, “radishes are 
great! If you boil them, they 
taste just like potatoes!”        I’ve 
always enjoyed radishes as gar-
nish on my plate — their bright 
pink skin and creamy white 
centers are beautiful to look at. 
Although I love their beauty, 
I’ve never been too fond of their 
taste. Their pungent, bitter in-
ners are difficult for me to enjoy 
(I am a bit of a picky eater). But, 
after some reading, I decided to 
overcome my animosity toward 
them and see if cooking radish-
es would dramatically change 
their taste.

I gave it the college try, but 
boiled radishes do not taste like 
potatoes! It is definitely fake 
news. They do taste good, but 
I won’t be mixing them up — 
ever.

Radishes are edible root 
vegetables with an abundance 
of health benefits. These veg-

etables are packed with fiber, 
helpful carbohydrates and de-
toxifiers. All good things from 
these versatile veggies.

This, along with their year-
round planting, has persuaded 
me to give them a second 
chance. Their health benefits 
and easy planting are too good 
to ignore. And perhaps, like me, 
you’ll be adding these gems to 
your victory garden, too!

YEAR-ROUND PLANTING, 
HARVESTING

Radishes are a cruciferous 
vegetable from the cabbage 
family. In fact, they are the best, 
out of the cabbage relatives, to 
handle any season. Although 
these root vegetables can 
weather the heat, they are best 
to plant in the spring and fall. 
So, now is perfect!

Varieties such as cherry 
bombs, champions, Burpee 
whites and crimson giants are 
ideal for a spring harvest. I de-
cided to start with the Easter 
basket mix from Baker Creek 
heirloom seeds — it’s a mix of 
all different radish varieties and 
colors.

Pro tip: winter radishes tend 
to take about 60-70 days to 
harvest. However, the warmer 
season varieties are quick to 
harvest. In fact, some are ready 
to pluck in as soon as three 
weeks — a short 21 days! To 
maintain a continual harvest, be 
sure to succession plant every 

two to three weeks. Start your 
planting from the early spring 
and you will enjoy your radishes 
well into fall.

When you’re ready to sow 
your seeds, make sure your soil 
is loose, well drained and rich 
in nutrients. If your soil lacks 
the richness of organic matter, 
add in cured compost. Choose 
an area that’s sunny and slightly 
shaded. Radishes will also do 
well in containers.

If, like me, you find it hard to 
overcome their bitter, pungent 
tastes, all is not lost. You can try 
some of the yummy ways I’ve 
found to bring out the flavors 
of radishes that are milder and 
more palatable to me.

RAW RADISHES 

I don’t like them raw, but a lot 
of people do! Even raw, there 
are ways to dress up radishes to 
enhance their unique flavors. In 
fact, raw radishes are common 
as a garnish for many Mexican 
dishes. They also look really 
pretty sitting on the rim of a 
drink. 

First up is to pickle radishes in 
lime juice — squeeze a lime and 
let the radish sit in the juice 15 
to 30 minutes. Then they can be 
seasoned with cilantro, garlic, 
peppers and salt. A quick side 
dish can even add them with 
cucumbers, cabbage or carrots. 
These seasoned radishes make 
an excellent fresh topping for 
many savory dishes. 

BOILING RADISHES 
Boiling is a great way to re-

duce the kick radishes have. My 
friend swears by this method 
of cooking radishes. Again, to 
me they do not taste like pota-
toes. I served these as a dinner 
side dish and had beautiful 
pink water and a vegetable that 
tasted more like a cabbage. I 
like cooked cabbage, so it was a 
nice, healthy side dish.

Simple and easy — just boil 
your radishes for 7-8 minutes. 
Also, be sure to cover your pot 
to avoid losing their fantastic 
nutrients. Once the radishes 
are soft, you may drain them 
or recycle and use the water 
for sauces and soups. The used 
water also has loads of nutrients 
in it!

Once they’re tender, try sea-
soning your radishes with fresh 
herbs. For example, dill, tar-
ragon, rosemary and parsley 
are great options. You may also 
want to top them with melted 
butter — yum! (Everything’s 
better with butter, y’all.)

OTHER METHODS  

 If you prefer crispy radishes, 
they are great baked. Drizzle 
the radishes with olive oil, salt 
and pepper. Optional: add fresh 
or dried herbs of your choice. 
Bake for about 20 minutes at 
425 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Besides the usual boiling and 
baking, there are many other 
ways to enjoy radishes. For in-

stance, you may decide to pickle 
or ferment radishes. Fermented 
radishes are commonly found 
in kimchi, a traditional Korean 
appetizer. 

You can add a salty crunch to 
fresh salads or yogurts. India, 
for example, makes radishes 
into a yummy dip for fish and 
chicken (raita). This is a deli-
cious way to dilute a radish’s 
flavor while getting all the ben-
efits.

On the other hand, you may 
choose to simply grill your 
radishes. After being seasoned 
with olive oil and herbs, these 
are irresistible. They pair espe-
cially well with savory dishes. 
Beautiful, tasty and nutritious, 
and a great option for any up-
coming spring and summer 
barbecues. 

I don’t consider myself a 
“foodie,” but I do enjoy crafting 
an adventurous spirit, especially 
with food. Now that I’ve read 
all of the benefits and delicious 
ways radishes can be eaten, I’m 
sold. And, I’m even regretful 
for not eating them more often 
sooner!

Their tough skin makes them 
easy to plant in almost every 
season. Also, their quick har-
vesting time is a rewarding, 
encouraging choice for a begin-
ning or experienced gardener. 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring Hope 
resident who blogs at Victo-
ryGardenGal.com. Email her at 
VictoryGardenGal@gmail.com. 

DEEANN 
RIVERA

CloudWyze 
hires 2 Nash 
field technicians 
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Cloud-
Wyze has hired two new 

field techni-
cians for its 
operations in 
Nash County.

Benjamin 
Burford and 
Diamond 
Dew will be 
installing in-
ternet equip-
ment for 
homes and 
businesses 
as part of the 
partnership 
with county 
government 
to provide 

broadband to rural parts 
of the county.

Before Burford started 
with CloudWyze, he 
worked for Novation 
Enterprise. He grew up 
in the mountains of West 
Virginia, leaving there 
when he turned 17 to 
join the military. Burford 
was discharged in 2014 
due to a combat-related 
incident. He said he en-
joys working outside and 
learning new skills.

“I like to build scale 
models, I’m a basic 
outdoor survivor and 

an artist,” said Burford, 
who now lives in Halifax 
County.

Dew comes to Cloud-
Wyze from Dish Network, 
where he was a home 
entertainment specialist. 
He said the thing he likes 
the most about Cloud-
Wyze is the environment 
is more team- and family-
oriented. He grew up in 
Newark, New Jersey.

Dew said he loves 
riding roller coasters, 
watching movies and be-
ing a handyman around 
the house. Dew lives in 
Wilson County.

“When you see the 
CloudWyze van pull-
ing up to your house to 
install your quality, reli-
able internet, know that 
Benjamin and Diamond 
are there to make sure 
you are happy with your 
installation,” said Cloud-
Wyze spokeswoman Me-
lissa Pressley.

CloudWyze offers 
public and private cloud-
based computing and 
internet access solutions. 
Headquartered in Wilm-
ington, CloudWyze says 
it empowers communi-
ties through technology 
by building strong rela-
tionships.   

Dew

Burford

Daniel strikes out 17 as 
Ladybirds win 4th straight 
From staff reports 

Junior Alexa Daniel enjoyed a 
dominant performance in the pitch-
ing circle Thursday night, striking 
out 17 batters and allowing just 
one hit as her Southern Nash High 
varsity softball team won its fourth 
straight contest with a 2-1 win over 
Nash Central.

The 3-A Big East Conference 
Ladybirds (2-1) plated two runs 
in the bottom of the first and al-
lowed that lead to stand behind 
Daniel’s pitching as she worked 
around four hit batters. Nash 
Central (3-3) of the 2-A Eastern 
Plains Conference picked up an 
unearned run in the fourth, but 
could not tie.

Southern Nash produced five hits, 
including a double by senior Taylor 
Bailey. Sophomore McKenna Bat-
ten, Daniel, senior Ricki Bartley 
and senior Anna Strickland also hit 
safely for the Ladybirds.

The Ladybirds were scheduled to 
host Franklinton on Tuesday. Game 
time was after The Enterprise went 
to press.  

Bailey man wins $100,000 scratch-off prize 
For The Enterprise 

On a whim, John Bunn 
of Bailey decided to try his 
luck on an Extreme Cash 
ticket and walked away 
the winner of a $100,000 
prize.

“I was on my way home 
and I decided to turn and 
swing by that store,” he 
said. “I just happened to 
pick that one at the right 

time.”
Bunn purchased his 

winning $25 ticket from 
On The Run on Bloom-
ery Road outside Bailey, 
which sits just over the 
Nash-Wilson county line. 

When he scratched his 
ticket and saw his prize, 
Bunn said he “didn’t be-
lieve it.”

“I just thought I was 
reading the wrong num-

bers,” he recalled. “I defi-
nitely didn’t think I won. 
It’s kind of unreal. It’s just 
one of those things that’s 
meant to be.”

Bunn claimed his prize 
April 5 at lottery head-
quarters in Raleigh. After 
required federal and state 
tax withholdings, he took 
home $70,757.

With his prize money, 
Bunn plans to pay off his 

home.
Ticket sales from 

scratch-offs like Extreme 
Cash make it possible for 
the lottery to raise more 
than $725 million a year 
for education. For details 
on how $4.8 million raised 
by the lottery made a dif-
ference in Nash County 
last year, visit www.nclot-
tery.com and click on the 
“Impact” section.  

Limited release NC meat boxes available
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — Ripe Revival 
Market has added a box of North 
Carolina beef, pork and chicken as 
a limited release to its offerings for 
delivery to customers from the Tri-
angle to the Outer Banks.

Owner Will Kornegay launched Ripe 
Revival Market last year to deliver 
seasonal produce, sourced from North 
Carolina farms as much as possible, 
and N.C. food products directly to 
customers’ homes. Customers can 
purchase one-time or weekly subscrip-
tions of the produce and grocery box-
es from $23-$75, but Kornegay saw an 
opportunity to help more farmers. 

“We have had dozens of custom-
ers asking us to offer a meat-specific 
box. The limited release Carolina’s 
Meat Sampler is a way to see what our 
customers want before creating a per-
manent offering,” Kornegay said. “Our 
company wants to support all of North 
Carolina’s agriculture industry, includ-
ing its livestock and meat producers.”

Now customers can purchase the 
Carolina’s Meat Sampler for $109 for 
a limited time. The box includes one 
rack of baby back ribs, one whole 
chicken, two 1-pound packages of 
chicken sausage, one 1-pound pack 
of chicken quarters, two 1-pound 
packages of grass-fed ground beef, 
one 1-pound package of chorizo sau-
sage, one 1-pound package of mild 
Italian sausage links and two pack-
ages of thick-sliced bacon. 

The meat and poultry are sourced 
from Cheshire Pork in Goldsboro, 
Joyce Farms in Winston-Salem and 
Harris-Robinette Beef in Micro.

The delivery area includes ZIP 
codes in these counties: Beaufort, 
Craven, Cumberland, Durham, 
Edgecombe, Greene, Lenoir, Nash, 
New Hanover, Onslow, Orange, Pitt, 
Wake, Wayne and Wilson. Check for 
delivery and timing online at ripere-
vivalmarket.com/pages/delivery-area.

The Rocky Mount company also 
sells a Produce Box at $34.99 that 
includes 15-20 pounds of produce; a 

Grocery Box at $74.99 that includes 
15-20 pounds of produce and three 
to seven North Carolina-made gro-
cery items, including meat, dairy, 
beverage and snacks, and a Com-
munity-Supported Produce Box at 
$22.99, which includes 10-12 pounds 
of produce delivered to the customer 
and supports the donation of a 10-
12 pound box of produce to a Nash 
County family facing food insecurity. 

The Community-Supported Pro-
duce Donation is now donating 200 
boxes per week via Nash County 
nonprofits.  

For a limited time, Ripe Revival Market has added a North Carolina meat box to 
its grocery delivery offerings. The delivery boxes will include Carolina beef, pork 
and chicken. Contributed photo


