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Knightdale Fire welcome 10 new recruits
From staff reports

KNIGHTDALE — Ten new 
firefighters were welcomed into 
the Knightdale Fire Depart-
ment on April 5. 

“This momentous occasion 
represents the largest class of 
firefighters ever brought on at 
one time by our department,” 
said Fire Chief Loren Cone. “It 
clearly demonstrates the town’s 
commitment to public safety.”  

Knightdale has grown 62% 
over the last decade and has 
around 19,000 residents. 

The new firefighters were 
hired to help staff Knightdale 
Fire’s new ladder truck, which 
it received March 18. The truck 
consists of a single axle chassis 
with a 107-feet straight ladder. 
It has a 1,500 gallon per minute 
pump with a capacity of 500 
gallons of water.

In preparation, Knightdale 
Fire promoted three battalion 
chiefs, seven captains and eight 
lieutenants. 

The battalion chiefs serve 
as shift supervisors, and the 
department now always has 
at least one shift supervisor 
working. The captains serve as 
company officers while the lieu-
tenants serve as drivers. 

All the promotions have been 
internal with around half com-
ing from Knightdale Fire and 
half from Eastern Wake Fire, 
Cone said. The two depart-
ments recently merged. 

After completing orientation, 
the new recruits will help staff 
the four fire companies that 
serve Knightdale and the Alert 
Fire District. While some new 
firefighters may serve on the 
new ladder truck, they will be 
scattered across all of the shifts 

as firefighters.
Between the new hires and 

the merger with Eastern Wake 
Fire and Rescue, the Knightdale 

Fire Department has nearly 
tripled during the current fis-
cal year, growing from 15 to 44 
employees.

‘Feel a little less alone’

By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

RALEIGH — A lot of teen-

agers collect stuffed animals, 
but most of them don’t donate 
those toys to organizations to 
help children through traumat-

ic events. 
Isabelle Murphy, 17, has 

collected and donated almost 
10,000 stuffed animals to be 

given to children dealing with 
traumatic events, such as car 
wrecks, house fires and domes-
tic abuse. 

She collects animals both 
new and used regardless of 
the size and then passes them 
on to organizations, such as 
Safe Space domestic violence 
shelter in Louisburg, the Wake 
Forest Police Department and 
the Masonic Home for Children 
at Oxford. Murphy also works 
closely with the Teddy Bear 
Brigade at Gleaning for the 
World, which sends stuffed toys 
to comfort kids experiencing 
natural disasters, like floods 
and hurricanes. 

Murphy started the drive as 
an eighth grader in the National 
Junior Honor Society at Frank-
lin Academy in Wake Forest. 

“Each one of us had to come 
up with an independent ser-
vice project,” she said. “When 
I got thinking about what re-
ally meant something to me, I 
wanted to do something for my 
community that was more im-
pactful than just raising money. 
I started thinking about what 
had a huge impact on me, and 
the first thing, as silly as it may 
sound, was a stuffed animal.”

Isabelle Murphy prepares to deliver stuffed animals to police departments, fire departments and domestic 
violence centers for workers to give out to children who have experience trauma. Contributed photo by 

State pauses 
J&J vaccine 
amid reports of 
rare blood clots
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

RALEIGH — The state will 
stop giving the Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine while 
federal regulators look into re-
ports of rare side effects. 

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the 
Food and Drug Administration 
are investigating recent reports 
of blood clots that may be relat-
ed to the vaccine, the N.C. De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services announced Tuesday. 

Six people in the U.S. are 
known to have developed rare 
type of blood clot after receiving 
the J&J shot, the department 
said. More than 6.8 million 
people have received the J&J 
shot nationally with more than 
242,000 of those being in North 
Carolina. 

None of the six cases reported 
were in the state, according to 
N.C. DHHS. 

All six people were women 
between the ages of 18 and 48 
with symptoms appearing six to 

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH

Nonprofit lets survivors share stories anonymously
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

RALEIGH — A Raleigh-based 
nonprofit organization has cre-
ated a safe space for sexual 
assault survivors to share their 
stories anonymously with peo-

ple all over the globe. 
Our Wave is an online plat-

form that seeks to empower 
survivors, educate society about 
sexual assault, and mobilize 
communities for prevention and 
survivor support, according to 
co-founder and Executive Di-

rector Kyle Linton. 
It does that by allowing survi-

vors to safely and anonymously 
share their stories and read oth-
ers’ stories. 

“Oftentimes, survivors don’t 
feel comfortable sharing their 
stories on social media because 

they have their friends and 
family watching them,” Linton 
said. “It’s also difficult to share 
the worst, most traumatic thing 
that’s ever happened to you. 
So we wanted to create a place 
where they could find their 
voice and to find healing.”

Our Wave also allows survi-
vors to see they’re not alone, 
Linton said. Users can use filters 
to narrow down stories to match 
a specific situation, race, gender 
and more, or they can just read 

COVID-19
U P D A T E

Wake County

83,239 Confirmed
Cases

702 Deaths
Reported

Franklin County

6,279 Confirmed
Cases

48 Deaths
Reported

North Carolina

938,784 Confirmed
Cases

12,325 Deaths
Reported

Knightdale Fire’s new recruits are the largest class of firefighters 
brought on at one time and are going through orientation before 
begining their service. Contributed photo by Knightdale Fire Department 
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Free COVID-19 home test kits available
The Wilson Times

State officials are offer-
ing free COVID-19 home 
test collection kits to 
low-income, disabled and 
homebound North Caro-
lina residents.

In partnership with Lab-
corp, the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices will provide 35,000 
Pixel by Labcorp CO-
VID-19 PCR test collection 
kits to qualifying residents 
as part of a pilot program. 
Kits will be shipped over-

night to recipients’ homes.
“As a North Carolina-

based company that is 
committed to quality 
health care for all, we are 
delighted to collaborate on 
this important initiative,” 
said Dr. Brian Caveney, 
Labcorp Diagnostics’ 
president and chief medi-
cal officer. “We believe this 
program will help protect 
some of our most vulner-
able citizens and promote 
health and safety in our 
communities.”

The program’s initial 

pilot is designed to pro-
vide testing resources 
to individuals with CO-
VID-19 symptoms or who 
may have been exposed 
and are members of the 
following eligible popula-
tions:

• Beneficiaries of North 
Carolina Food and Nutri-
tion Services (formerly 
called the food stamp pro-
gram) who may have dif-
ficulty accessing existing 
state-funded testing sites 
and resources.

• People with cognitive 

and intellectual, physical 
and sensory, substance 
abuse and mental health 
disabilities and other dis-
abilities that affect their 
ability to visit COVID-19 
testing sites.

The Pixel by Labcorp 
PCR molecular test de-
tects the presence or 
absence of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus that causes 
COVID-19. The PCR des-
ignation indicates it’s a 
reverse polymerase chain 
reaction test, also known 
as a nucleic acid amplifi-
cation test.

Each kit incudes test 
supplies such as a nasal 
swab and sample con-
tainer, detailed instruc-
tions and prepaid return 
shipping materials to 
ensure residents can mail 
their samples to Labcorp 
for testing, according to 
a Department of Health 
and Human Services news 
release.

Results are typically 
available within 24-48 
hours from the lab’s re-
ciept of each specimen. 
Participants in the pilot 
program can view their 

test results on the Pixel by 
Labcorp website.

While vaccination ef-
forts continue, state of-
ficials encourage residents 
to continue observing pub-
lic health guidelines and 
get tested for COVID-19 
if they have symptoms or 
have been in close contact 
with someone who has the 
disease.

To learn more about 
eligibility and request and 
receive a test kit through 
the pilot program, visit 
www.pixel.labcorp.com/
nc.

Wendell donates $25K to museum
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

WENDELL — The 
Wendell Board of Com-
missioners approved a 
$25,000 funding request 
from the Wendell Histori-
cal Museum at its Monday 
meeting. 

The town rents the 
museum building to the 
historical society for $1 
per year for a 20-year 
lease, according to Wen-
dell Manager Marc Col-
lins. The town also mows 
the property when it is 
mowing the adjacent lots. 
The historical society is 
responsible for all other 
upkeep, utilities and op-
erations. 

Neal Conoley, the vice 
president of the Histori-
cal Society, presented the 

funding request as well as 
an update on the museum 
to the board March 22. 

The museum is current-
ly fundraising. It hopes 
to raise at least $150,000, 
including at least two do-
nors at the $25,000 level. 

Conoley said it would 
like the town of Wendell to 
be one of those donors. 

The society had raised 
around $90,000 as of 
Monday. The funds will 
go toward designing and 
constructing exhibits, in-
cluding seven vignettes on 
raised stages. 

On Monday, Commis-
sioner Jason Joyner said 
it was important for the 
museum to construct its 
exhibits properly the time 
and that would help bring 
in more money later on. 
He also said it was im-

portant that the town not 
get in the habit of funding 
nonprofit organizations.

Mayor Virginia Gray, 
who spent several years 
on the historical society 
board, agreed. She said all 
of the town’s nonprofits do 
great work, but the town’s 
job is to provide municipal 
services. Gray added that 
she thought it was OK to 
do a one-time donation for 
the museum. 

Commissioner Jon Lutz 
asked where the money 
would come from. Collins 
said it would come from 
the general reserve fund, 
but that additional money 
would not have to be ap-
propriated. 

Joyner made the motion 
to donate $25,000 to the 
museum, which passed 
unanimously. 

Wake County now has 6 
permanent COVID-19 testing sites
For The Wake Weekly

Wake County added 
a sixth permanent CO-
VID-19 testing site this 
week. 

The new site in south-
east Raleigh will be open 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. It joins five 
other permanent sites that 
test for the virus. 

This week, four Raleigh 
parks will be testing sites 
as well. 

The permanent Wake 
County Public Health test-
ing locations are: 

Zebulon Community Park 
— 401 S. Arendell Ave., Ze-
bulon. Seven days a week, 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Swinburne Parking Lot — 
2845 Kidd Road, Raleigh. 
Monday-Saturday, 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Radeas Labs — 907 Gate-

way Commons Circle, 
Wake Forest. Monday-Sat-
urday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Vision Church RDU Park-
ing Lot — 5808 Departure 
Drive, Raleigh. Monday-
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wendell Community Park  
— 601 W. 3rd St., Wendell. 
Seven days a week, 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Southlight Health — 2101 
Garner Road, Raleigh. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 1-5 p.m.

Four local parks will 
offer free testing weekly 
from Thursday through 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in rotating locations.

All sites are free, and 
residents do not need an 
appointment, insurance or 
ID. Sites will offer walk-up 
testing for anyone who 
does not have a car. 

Park locations for April 
15-19 are:

Sanderford Road Park — 
2623 Sanderford Road, 
Raleigh.

Fleming Loop Park — 
501 Fleming Loop Road, 
Fuquay-Varina.

Morrisville Community 
Park — 1520 Morrisville 
Pkwy, Morrisville.

Thomas Crowder Woodland 
Center — 5611 Jaguar Park 
Drive, Raleigh.

Finally, on Saturday, 
April 17, beginning at 10 
a.m., free testing will be 
available at Cary First 
Christian Church, 1109 
Evans Road in Cary. This 
event will be paired with 
food distribution and 
community resources for 
families. 

Most test results return 
within 24-48 hours.

Designer Craig Fitzpatrick and Neal Conoley, chair of the Museum Committee, work on the 
museum floor plan. Contributed photo by Hugh D. Cashion Jr. 
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Kellam-Wyatt Farm 
moves closer to opening
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

KNIGHTDALE — Wake 
County’s newest park is 
getting closer to comple-
tion. 

Kellam-Wyatt Farm is a 
59-acre farm surrounded 
by three bustling subdivi-
sions between Knightdale 
and southeast Raleigh. It’s 
home to farm buildings, a 
mowed field, greenhouses, 
forests and multiple ponds 
and lakes. 

While it’s not yet open to 
the public, Wake County 
Parks and Recreation 
hosted a virtual public 
meeting in late March and a 
survey, which is open until 
Friday, to determine what 
people would like to see at 
the park. 

The final master plan will 
be unveiled in May. 

In 2013, Bob Kellam and 
Susan Wyatt granted a 
conservation easement to 
the City of Oaks Founda-
tion, the county said. The 
easement placed the farm 
under permanent protec-
tion, limiting building and 
what activities can happen 
on the site. 

All future activity must 
maintain open space, in-
cluding woodland; protect 
the quality of water on the 
property; maintain the 
scenery; prevent use that 
would interfere or impair 
conservation; allow recre-
ational use; and manage the 
land for education in “the 
most ecologically sound 
manner possible,” accord-
ing to the easement agree-
ment. 

In that spirit, Wake Parks 
has created two concept 
plans which draw heavily 
from an earlier survey that 
had 830 responses, mostly 
from people in the same zip 
code as the farm. 

Both concepts include 
trails, open play fields, play-
grounds and nature play 
areas, picnic areas, a kayak 
launch, fishing spots and re-
strooms. Both also include 
2.5 miles of trails, public 
parking spaces and pedes-
trian and bike entrances. 

Concept 1 has 58 parking 
spaces and three pedes-
trian and bike entrances 
compared to concept 2’s 
46 parking spaces and 5 
pedestrian and bike en-

trances. 
Concept 1 puts day-to-day 

activities in the northeast 
with a non-motorized boat 
launch on the north pond. 
Concept 2 puts daily activi-
ties in the southeast quad-
rant with a kayak launch on 
the south pond. 

Concept 1 would have a 
community garden that al-
lots individual beds, a small 
orchard and a demonstra-
tion garden designed to 
teach best practices and 
workshops for farmers. 
Concept 2 would replace 
the small orchard with 
a community orchard 
with multiple community 
harvests. The demonstra-
tion garden would also be 
geared toward home gar-
deners while the commu-
nity garden would include 
collectively grown produce 
for donation. 

The other major differ-
ence is in the nature play 
and exploration areas. 
Concept 1 has a centralized 
treehouse and support-
ing structures to create a 
nature play destination. 
It would be called Bob’s 
Treehouse in memoriam of 

Kellam, who died in 2016. 
Memories of his childhood 
treehouse were a major 
factor in granting the con-
servation easement, Kel-
lam said in a 2014 video. 

Concept 2 would create 
the Bob Kellam Exploration 
Trail, which would have a 
series of smaller-scale struc-
tures along a soil road to 
create a nature play trail. 

People voted on their 
favorite features, which 
Wake Parks will use to 
make a master plan. Once 
the final master plan is 
adopted by the county 
commissioners, it will be 
broken down into phased 
site development before 
the Kellam-Wyatt Farm is 
finally opened to the public 
as a new park. 

Wyatt said she felt Wake 
County will be an excel-
lent steward of the farm 
and protect it as valuable 
open space in a post on the 
City of Oaks Foundation 
website. 

For more information 
about Kellam-Wyatt Farm, 
including pictures and proj-
ect details, visit wakegov.
com/kellamwyatt.

Wake Stone Athletic Park opens in Knightdale
For The Wake Weekly

KNIGHTDALE — The 
town of Knightdale, in 
partnership with Wake 
Stone Corp,, North Caro-
lina Football Club Youth 
(NCFC Youth) and Wake 
County, has opened the 
Wake Stone Athletic Park. 

The facility currently 
hosts give soccer fields, 
with more fields planned 
in future phases. In total, 
over 90 acres were do-
nated to the town by Wake 

Stone Corp, for the park.
Wake County Board of 

Commissioners awarded 
Knightdale a $1 million 
grant for the development 
of the athletic park on May 
21, 2018. The proceeds 
from the Hospitality Tax 
Small Projects Capital 
Grant were used in the con-
struction of the initial phase 
of the project, located at the 
intersection of Forestville 
and Old Crews Roads.

NCFC Youth will be man-
aging and maintaining the 

park to ensure the fields 
meet the requirements for 
official soccer play. 

The town said its partner-
ship is integral to making 
the park and NCFC Youth 
successful in its mission: 
“To provide positive, high 
quality soccer opportuni-
ties at all levels of play for 
youth and their families 
and to serve as a valuable 
community partner.”

“Wake Stone Athletic 
Park serves as an eco-
nomic driver that will 

better our Town and the 
eastern Wake community 
as a whole,” Knightdale 
spokesperson Jonas Silver 
said. 

Wake County to buy open space in Wendell
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

WENDELL — The Wake 
County Board of Com-
missioners agreed April 
5 to purchase around 119 
acres in Wendell to be pre-
served as open space.

The county will spend 
$1.3 million to purchase 
the Wake Equity property, 
near Wendell Community 
Park. 

“This is another step to-
ward our goal of preserv-
ing open space and ex-
panding access to parks, 
preserves, recreation re-
sources and greenways in 
Wake County,” said Com-
missioner Sig Hutchinson. 
“Our open spaces help 
protect our water qual-
ity, support public health 

and encourage economic 
development ultimately 
improving the quality of 
life in our area.” 

The county’s purchase 
falls in line with Wendell’s 
strategic plan and com-

prehensive parks master 
plan, according to Wendell 
Manager Marc Collins. 

“The town looks forward 
to the opportunity to part-
ner with Wake County to 
protect and maintain sen-

sitive environmental areas, 
while expanding outdoor 
recreation opportunities 
and connectivity moving 
forward,” he added. 

County staff presented 
41 potential sites to the 
county commissioners 
Oct. 26, 2020, including 
the Wake Equity property. 

The county’s Open 
Space Program aims to 
protect the remaining 
natural lands in the county 
with a goal of protecting 
around 165,000 acres as 
permanent open space. 

Most of the money to 
purchase the land, $1.08 
million, will come from 
the 2018 Parks, Green-
ways, Recreation and 
Open Space bond. The 
remaining $260,200 will 
be appropriated from the 

N.C. Department of Trans-
portation 540 settlement, 
which puts in place pro-

tections for clean air, clean 
water and endangered 
aquatic species. 

Concept 1 includes Bob’s Treehouse, a demonstration 
garden for farmers and paddle boat rentals on the south 
pond. Contributed drawing by Wake County

Concept 2 features more pedestrian access points, a north 
pond kayak launch, a community orchard and the Bob 
Kellam Exploration Trail. Contributed drawing by Wake County

The 199-acre Wake Equity property, outlined in red, is 
adjacent to Wendell Community Park on Third Street. 
Contributed map by Wake County government
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank you for the opportunity to rejoice and 
be glad for the wonderful world you have given us and for the peace of 
knowing your love and protection are with us even as we sleep. Amen.

Comic villain 
just needed 
some therapy

A careless comparison meant to skewer Jordan 
Peterson is backfiring in a big way.

The psychology professor expressed astonish-
ment when Twitter followers alerted him to obvi-
ous parallels between him and the Red Skull, the 
supervillain in Marvel Comics’ Captain America 
franchise.

In the comic’s latest edition, published March 
31, the masked evildoer leads men astray through 
online lectures. One panel shows the Red Skull 
promoting “10 rules for life” and references 

“chaos and order,” apparent allusions to Peterson’s bestseller “12 
Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos” and its sequel, “Beyond Or-
der: 12 More Rules for Life.”

Writer and social commentator Ta-Nehisi Coates, whom Marvel 
hired in 2015 to write the Black Panther comics, is the current 
Captain America series’ author. While Coates hasn’t acknowl-
edged Peterson as the inspiration for Cap’s nemesis, the similari-
ties are too on-the-nose to be mere coincidence.

Coates’ Red Skull is an information-age pied piper for disaffect-
ed young men whose mind-warping viral videos convert a legion 
of disciples ready to wreak havoc upon his command. That’s not a 
far cry from the bad-faith critiques of Peterson’s work that persist 
despite thorough debunkings.

Writing for online magazine Slate’s Brow Beat culture blog, 
Matthew Dessem describes Peterson as “a self-help guru to the 

alt-right.” In fact, Peterson is 
a steadfast opponent of that 
movement who eschews the 
identity politics of the far right 
and the woke left with equal 
vigor and aplomb.

“I think the whole group 
identity thing is seriously path-
ological,” Peterson said during 
an August 2017 question-and-
answer exchange.

Progressives bristle when he 
traces intersectionality to its in-

evitable conclusion: The process of differentiating people by their 
disadvantages and privileges can only be repeated so many times 
before you reach the irreducible number of one.

Regarding the individual as the ultimate minority may be anath-
ema to the modern left, but it also obliterates collectivist canards 
on the right wing’s outer fringes. The Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter says alt-right adherents “embrace white ethnonationalism as a 
fundamental value.” That’s incompatible with Peterson’s appeals 
to personal responsibility.

Pundits who caricature Peterson as a gateway drug to white 
supremacy only beclown themselves, and Coates jumps into 
this trap with both feet, suggesting the self-help author — or 
his supposed comic book alter ego — is assembling an army of 
like-minded sycophants. In reality, Peterson addresses a diverse 
amalgam of readers and viewers who don’t march to the same 
drumbeat.

Hot takes on the Captain America kerfuffle were similarly 
sloppy. A Daily Mail article reported that Peterson was “angry” 
to learn of the resemblance, while entertainment website Uproxx 
said he was downright “pissed.” “Red Skull, thin skin,” tech blog 
Boing Boing crowed.

While Peterson’s initial tweets expressed surprise at the discov-
ery, he’s clearly bemused rather than upset. Instead of objecting 
to the idea of Coates casting him as a villain whose Marvel origin 
story is “head of Nazi terrorist activities” trained by Hitler him-
self, Peterson took ownership of the character and promptly put 
him through reform school.

In memes shared on his Twitter page, the Red Skull now par-
rots Peterson’s philosophy of self-improvement. “If you cling 
desperately to an ideology, or wallow in nihilism, try telling the 
truth,” one reads.

The contrast between exaggerated comic book imagery of a 
red-faced, glowering menace and practical advice for leading a 
fulfilling life underscores the absurdity of painting Peterson as a 
malign influence better than a sober YouTube lecture or an ex-
haustive written rebuttal ever could. If Coates meant to make the 
professor a cautionary tale, Peterson turned the tables with pitch-
perfect parody.

Twitter followers are in on the joke, too. One imagined Peter-
son as Lobsterman, a reference to the first chapter in “12 Rules” 
that compares humans’ and lobsters’ physical response to defeat, 
noting that the mood-regulating hormone serotonin affects domi-
nance hierarchies in both species.

Peterson embraced the lobster motif, tweeting an illustration of 
a red-and-black shield featuring a stylized six-legged crustacean 
fit for display on a caped crusader’s chest.

Coates overlooked the downside to writing a rival into a time-
less tale, rendering him immortal in a narrative sense. A villain 
can always become a hero; redemption arcs, after all, are as much 
a comic book trope as the heel turn.

Corey Friedman is editor of The Wilson Times and executive editor 
of Restoration NewsMedia. In this weekly column for Creators 
Syndicate, he explores solutions to political conflicts from an in-
dependent perspective. Follow him on Twitter @coreywrites. To 
read features by other Creators writers and cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com.

From FDR to LBJ to Joe Biden
 Joe Biden’s 

surprisingly 
progressive 
presidency 
looks more 
like Franklin 
D. Roosevelt 
and Lyndon B. 
Johnson than 
his more re-

cent Democratic predecessors 
— Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton 
and Barack Obama.

Now Biden has an oppor-
tunity to do something no 
Democrat since FDR has do-
ne: get Americans to believe 
their government can work 
for them.

Like FDR and LBJ, Biden 
began with a big bang. He’s 
spending big bucks to put 
money into people’s pockets 
and put people to work.

In his first 50 days, Biden 
pushed through his $1.9 tril-
lion “American Rescue Plan.” 
It sends money to individuals, 
businesses and state and local 
governments to deal with the 
coronavirus and help people 
in need.

Now he has proposed an 
“American Jobs Plan” that 
would inject $2 trillion-plus 
into infrastructure, green en-
ergy and addressing economic 
inequities.

The White House website 
says:

“This is no time to build 
back to the way things were. 
This is a moment to reimagine 
and rebuild a new economy. 
The American Jobs Plan is 
a historic investment that 
will create millions of good 
jobs, rebuild our country’s 
infrastructure and position 
the United States to out-
compete China. It will invest 
in America in a way we have 
not invested since we built the 
interstate highways and won 
the Space Race — positioning 
the United States to lead in 
infrastructure and innovation 
once again.”

This is not the Joe Biden 

who was viewed little more 
than a year ago as a cau-
tious, moderate fuddy-duddy 
trapped in the bygone days of 
bipartisan amity in the Senate.

This is also not the kind 
of presidency we saw from 
Carter, Clinton and Obama. 
All three spent — some Demo-
crats say wasted — months 
and even years trying to put 
together comprehensive but 
complicated policy initiatives 
and get Republicans in Con-
gress to vote for them: energy 
in Carter’s case and health 
care in Clinton’s and Obama’s.

The goals were laudable. 
But the process was laborious. 
And the impact was hard for 
Americans to see and feel.

Roosevelt and Johnson, 
who was a Roosevelt protege, 
didn’t make that mistake. 
Their actions were big and 
bold, simple and sweeping. 
They directly affected people.

FDR’s New Deal provided 
support for farmers, the 
unemployed, youth and the 
elderly. He passed banking 
reforms and financial regula-
tions. And he gave Americans 
Social Security.

LBJ built on that with Medi-
care and Medicaid. He passed 
the Civil Rights Act and Vot-
ing Rights Act. His long list of 
achievements includes — just 
to name a few — Head Start, 
food stamps, the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act, 
the Clean Air Act, the Wilder-
ness Act and the Highway 
Beautification Act.

Notably, it’s two Senate 
veterans, Johnson and Biden, 
who passed the most sweep-
ing legislation, not the Wash-
ington outsiders Carter, Clin-
ton and Obama.

But LBJ’s success was short-
lived. Republicans won big in 
the 1966 midterm elections. 
Vietnam and racial divisions 
doomed his Great Society and 
War on Poverty.

Neither Carter, Clinton nor 
Obama sustained momentum 

after their first two years. 
Carter had problems with the 
Ted Kennedy wing of his party. 
Clinton and Obama suffered 
big losses in their first midterm 
elections, in 1994 and 2010.

If Biden passes his program, 
if the country recovers from 
COVID, if the economy comes 
back and if Americans decide 
his program works — all big 
ifs — he might put an end to 
Ronald Reagan’s doctrine that 
government is the problem, 
not the solution. That philoso-
phy has dominated politics for 
40 years.

Biden would go down in 
history not as a transitional 
president, but as a transfor-
mational one.

Gary Pearce was a reporter and 
editor at The News & Observer, 
a political consultant and an 
adviser to Gov. Jim Hunt (1976-
84 and 1992-2000). He blogs 
about politics and public policy 
at www.NewDayforNC.com.

Morgan Paul Dickerman, III   CEO
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A villain can always 
become a hero; 
redemption arcs, 
after all, are as much 
a comic book trope as 
the heel turn.
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If Biden passes 
his program, if the 
country recovers 
from COVID, if the 
economy comes back 
and if Americans 
decide his program 
works — all big 
ifs — he might put 
an end to Ronald 
Reagan’s doctrine 
that government 
is the problem, not 
the solution. That 
philosophy has 
dominated politics 
for 40 years.
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Bobbie Miriam Shade
March 24, 1933 — April 4, 2021

ROLESVILLE — Bobbie Miriam Shade, 88, 
passed away Sunday, April 4, 2020, at her home.  

She was born 
March 24, 1933, in 
Atlanta, Georgia, 
to the late Roy W. 
and Evelyn Whitten 
Reaves. She was also 
preceded in death by 
her husband, Leslie 
N. Shade Jr.

Funeral Mass was 
held at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, April 10, at St. 
Catherine of Sienna 
Catholic Church in 
Wake Forest. Social 
distancing is ap-
preciated and face 
coverings are re-

quired. Burial followed in Pine Forest Memorial 
Gardens in Wake Forest. 

She worked tirelessly at various jobs through-
out her life and finally retired after working for 
20 years at Kohl’s. She was a loyal and devoted 
friend to the birds, deer, squirrels and stray cats 
that found their way to her door. She fed them, 
gave the cats a warm and safe place to sleep, 
and earned the trust of the deer through years of 
patient and constant caretaking. She supported 
various animal charities and was devoted to 
helping to improve the lives of all animals. She 
loved to travel and had traveled to many coun-
tries with her aunt Betty. She loved to read; her 
favorites were John Grisham novels. She liked to 
go out to dinner and became a regular at several 
neighborhood restaurants in Roswell, Georgia, 
where they greeted her by name and made a 
fuss over her at every meal. Each Christmas she 
remembered everyone with a thoughtful gift. 
She lived in Roswell, Georgia, for more than 20 
years, then moved to Rolesville in 2017 to be 
with her daughter, Cindy. 

She is survived by daughter, Cynthia M. Shade 
of Rolesville; son, Leslie N. Shade III and wife, 
Debbie, of Marco Island, Florida; daughter, Sha-
ron A. Shade of Greeneville, Tennessee; brother, 
Roy W. Reaves and wife, Meryl, of Atlanta, 
Georgia; four grandchildren, Michelle Shade 
Timmons and husband, Rob, of Sandy Springs, 
Georgia, Lindsay Shade of Noblesville, Indiana, 
Kathleen Shade of Dunwoody, Georgia, and Les-
lie Neal Shade IV and wife, Sarah, of Greenville, 
South Carolina; and seven great-grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Mia’s 
Mafia, 205 S. Academy St., No. 3724, Cary, NC 
27519-3724. This is a 501(c)(3) organization 
that helps lessen the population and suffering of 
animals and helps cover the costs of caring for 
animals in need.  

Arrangements are by Bright Funeral Home.

OBITUARY

Bobbie Miriam Shade

WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Peace be with us in this time
By Grace Ministries USA

John 20:19-20 (ESV)
“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His side. Then, the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.”

Throughout the story of 
the Resurrection, we hear 
many stories of the empty 
tomb. Earlier in this chap-
ter, Peter and John race 
to the tomb when they 
were told that Jesus’ body 
was gone. Later on, Mary 
Magdalene weeps as she 
sees Jesus’ resurrected 
body. However, this mo-
ment stands out in the 
story of the resurrection.

The times Jesus ap-
peared to people before 
this, He told them not to 
touch Him. In this case, 
He shows the disciples 
His scars, the holes in His 
hands and His feet, the 

wound the spear made 
when Jesus was stabbed 
while on the cross.

This appearance proves 
that Jesus physically rose 
from the dead. This wasn’t 
a ghost or a spirit. It wasn’t 
a mass hallucination. Jesus 
physically appeared and 
they were able to touch 
Him and see His scars. 

Jesus repeatedly told 
His disciples that He 
would be killed and resur-
rected three days later. 
Instead, they denied it. 
Peter even pulled Jesus 
aside and rebuked Him 
for saying such things.

However, now stand-

ing before them, they see 
what Jesus was saying. 
They have physical proof 
of who Jesus is. He is 
the risen king. The one 
prophesied about in the 
Old Testament. The one 
who himself foretold his 
resurrection.

He is the Messiah, the 
King, the Son of God and 
the second person of the 
Trinity standing before 
them in human form. He 
is the perfect sacrifice for 
our sin now resurrected 
and, as shown in His as-
cension, in heaven with 
the Father. 

As the Apostles testify, 

He is interceding on our 
behalf before God. He is 
both our Priest and our 
Sacrifice. All of this is 
proven by His resurrec-
tion. All of this is right in 
front of the disciples in 
this room for them to see.

This week, turn your 
heart to the risen King. 
He is our only hope for 
salvation.

If you wish to pray about 
committing to a relation-
ship with God and want 
to learn more about what 
it means to be a Christian, 
visit http://graceministriesu-
sa.org.

VIEWS AND REVIEWS

A very strange tour of Wake Forest
Last 

Sunday 
morning 
when the 
newspa-
per was 
delayed 
because 
of a pro-
duction 
problem, I 

was browsing through the 
Google newsfeed on my 
phone and was startled 
to read: “Wake Forest is a 
little town in North Caro-
lina in the United States 
of America. Little-known 
to many travelers, Wake 
Forest has a lot to offer for 
such a small town! Wake 
Forest is a proud univer-
sity city and as such there 
are bars and cafes full of 
cool students for you to 
meet and get the best lo-
cal information from.”

Of course, we have never 

been a university city, 
only a college town until 
Wake Forest College left in 
1956. I can assure you that 
although there were cool 
students here, they weren’t 
hanging out in bars and 
cafes because those came 
much later. Downtown 
only had restaurants and 
soda shops then.

The opening statement 
of that article, titled “7 Best 
Things To Do In Wake 
Forest, North Carolina” is 
followed by a wonderful 
garden of misinformation.

First, we are told about 
Smith Creek Park “at the 
very heart of Wake Forest 
... only 0.9 mi from Chick-
fil-A on Forestville Road” 
that “offers picnic tables 
and benches that are free 
to use and a charcoal bar-
becue grill area too.”

Then we move along 
past Paddle Creek (?) 

and Hill Ridge Farms to 
The Factory that “falls 
on the Franklin side of 
Wake Forest town and is 
in fact often referred to as 
The Factory at Franklin 
to avoid confusion.” And 
we are assured that “The 
Factory at Franklin of-
fers fun, shopping, and 
food — what more could 
you want?” How about 
an indoor soccer field, ice 
skating rinks, basketball 
court, dance studio or 
YMCA? I checked the ad-
dress to make sure it is re-
ally The Factory we know.

We move along to the 
Wake Forest Museum 
where “you can buy a 

brick that they will have 
engraved with a message of 
your choice, which will be 
laid down in the entrance 
courtyard to the museum it-
self.” Then, on to Falls Lake 
State Recreation Area and 
White Street Brewing Co. 
that makes both “larger and 
beers” and aims to “make 
the most authentic, great 
tasting booze in town!”

I somehow doubt that 
the Molly person who 
wrote the article has ever 
been to Wake Forest, or if 
she has, she certainly had 
a strange tour.

Jean McCamy is a Wake 
Forest artist.

It’s a double dose of reality
I woke 

up one 
night last 
week in 
chills and 
aches — 
and boy 
I’m glad I 
did. 

All said, 
the symp-

toms I felt after getting my 
second dose of the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine 
were mild. I took a couple 
Tylenol, managed to fall 
back asleep, and felt great 
in the morning. Doubly so 
knowing that, a year into 
this devastating, frustrat-
ing and distressing pan-
demic, I was on my way 
toward immunity. 

You’ve probably seen 
the latest trend going 
around on social media: 
selfies of the recently 
vaccinated holding up 
their cards with captions 
expressing jubilation in 
turning a new page on this 
pandemic. 

It’s perhaps the most op-
timistic viral online trend 
since the Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge in 2014 (remember 
that?) raised more than 

$220 million for amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, or 
ALS, research. 

I was lucky to get to roll 
up my sleeve April 8 dur-
ing a second-dose clinic 
by Granville Vance Public 
Health in Henderson. I 
headed up in the morning 
and was back at work by 
lunch. 

After months of vaccine 
clinics, it’s clear GVPH 
has fallen into a rhythm — 
I was in and out in about 
30 minutes, including the 
mandatory 15-minute 
waiting period to make 
sure I didn’t have any seri-
ous reactions to my shot. 
The health department 
says it has now adminis-
tered more than 26,300 
vaccines, including 11,300 
second doses. 

My wife, Lillian, also got 
her second dose Wednes-
day at a drive-thru event at 
Granville Health System 
in Oxford she said was 
similarly efficient; she 
didn’t even have to get out 
of her car. 

We’re very grateful to 
the volunteers and health 
care workers at the clinic 
— and to all involved, 

from the researchers to 
the delivery drivers — 
who made these vaccines 
possible. 

And we feel blessed to 
be among the nearly 1 in 
4 Americans who now are 
fully vaccinated against 
the coronavirus, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
North Carolina and Wake 
and Franklin counties 
have similar rates of vacci-
nation as of this writing. 

So it’s perhaps unsur-
prising I’ve been afflicted 
with the travel bug. An 
illness much preferable 
to the coronavirus, the 
travel bug doesn’t yet 
have a vaccine, so my wife 
and I have been putting 
together a wish list that 
includes everything from 
the Pacific Northwest to 
Norway — the site of our 
planned honeymoon we 
canceled last year. 

We’re quickly realizing 
we won’t be able to fit two 
years worth of travel into 
the remainder of 2021, so 
instead we’re focusing on 
shorter trips to see friends 
and family across the 
country we haven’t been 

able to see in ages. 
It’s a dose of reality that 

could really only come 
after our second dose of 
vaccine — that instead of 
fretting about germs and 
gatherings, we now have 
the luxury to go back to 
fretting about travel plans 
and other headaches that 
we found ourselves miss-
ing in 2020. 

Please, if you haven’t 
already, sign up to roll up 
your sleeve and get the 
jab. The more of us pro-
tected, the safer we will 
all be, and the sooner our 
world will go back to nor-
mal. North Carolina has 
now opened vaccination 
to everyone 16 and older, 
regardless of health or 
employment. 

You can schedule your 
appointment by reaching 
out to a health system, 
pharmacy or government 
provider that works for you. 

You’ll be glad you did. 

Shawn Taylor is editor of 
the Butner-Creedmoor 
News and The Wake 
Weekly. Reach him at 
shawn@wakeweekly.com 
or 919-424-1780.

JEAN 
MCCAMY

Legionnaires recognize Hight for 60 years
Donnie Hight, left, is congratulated for his service by Mark Dwyer, the 
commander of the Walter E. Cole Post 187 American Legion. Hight, a 
lifetime resident of Wake Forest, received his 60-year American Legion 
service award at Post 187’s regular meeting in March. Hight enrolled in 
the Wake Forest American Legion following his release from active ser-
vice in the U.S. Navy after World War II and has continued ever since. 
The group said Hight has contributed to the advancement of the Legion 
Post and the community of Wake Forest. Hight has participated in the 
enhancements to the Wake Forest Veterans Memorial while serving 
as chairman of the committee dedicated to the preservation of an im-
portant veteran monument devoted to the citizens of Wake Forest who 
perished while defending the nation in all conflicts since the Revolution-
ary War. The monument serves as an important location for community 
service honoring Wake Forest veterans. Contributed photo by Rich Héroux

SHAWN 
TAYLOR
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TOYS HELP
Murphy and her family 

moved to north Raleigh 
from Arizona when she 
was 4. She lost her stuffed 
puppy in the move, and no 
one could find him. 

Murphy refused to sleep 
without him. 

Her neighbors heard 
about the problem, and 
their 13-year-old daughter 
brought Murphy one of 
her own stuffed animals at 
10 p.m.

“Years later, I asked 
her why she did that. She 
didn’t have to. She was 13; 
no one would have judged 
her if she pretended like 
she didn’t know,” Mur-
phy said. “She said, ‘You 
were clearly upset, and I 
know how scary that was. 
You were distressed. It 
was traumatic for you. It 
seemed like the right thing 
to do.’” 

Murphy said she was 

privileged to never have 
to go through something 
as traumatic as a car ac-
cident or sexual abuse, but 
she couldn’t help thinking 
about kids who weren’t so 
lucky.

“These kids must be so 
confused and scared and 
terrified because they 
don’t understand what’s 
happening to them,” Mur-
phy said. “And while a 
stuffed animal won’t fix it, 
it might make them feel a 
little less alone.” 

NEIGHBORS DONATE

To begin with, Murphy’s 
toy drive collected from 
her neighbors and Frank-
lin Academy’s middle 
school campus under the 
supervision of science 
teacher Darlene Perry. 

At the end of the year, 
Murphy graduated from 
the National Junior Honor 
Society and moved on to 
high school. Murphy con-

tinued to do the project on 
her own, though.

“As it continued to grow, 
we expanded into five 
or six neighborhoods in 
north Raleigh and Wake 
Forest and all three cam-
puses of my K-12 school. 
That’s primarily where I 
get all my stuffed animals 
from,” Murphy said.

She collected and do-
nated around 5,000 toys 
during the first three years 
of the project. Then CO-
VID-19 hit. 

“I started thinking this 
was a really scary time for 
everyone,” Murphy said. 
“I was afraid people would 
be a little more hesitant 
to donate because they 
were worried about their 
own families. ... Donat-
ing isn’t really something 
that comes to mind when 
you’re just trying to save 
yourself and your family, 
which is completely un-
derstandable.” 

But Murphy’s fears 

turned out to be unfound-
ed. In the past year alone, 
she collected more than 
5,000 stuffed animals, 
doubling the amount she 
had collected in the previ-
ous years combined. 

“People realized how 
scary this time is, and it 
made them more gener-
ous,” Murphy said. “If 
stuffed animals sit in your 
closet, they’re not doing 
any good. But there’s a 
lot of scared children, 
and maybe they (the toys) 
can do some good with 
them. People really got 
in the spirit of wanting to 
help, and if they couldn’t 
donate food or supplies, 
they could donate stuffed 
animals.” 

PLANS TO GROW

That number is continu-
ing to grow. Murphy said 
it’s not uncommon to step 
out onto her porch and 
find donated stuffed ani-
mals waiting for her. 

“Thinking about it 
makes me emotional,” 
Murphy said. “It’s helped 
me get through the pan-
demic to see that people 
are still good even if life is 
really crazy right now.” 

Murphy and her mother, 
Emmanuelle Munsen, 
wash every toy. Then they 

sort them. Police prefer 
small toys that fit in the 
patrol cars while the Ma-
sonic Home for Children 
at Oxford, which is an 
orphanage, prefers larger 
animals, she said.

Once toys are sorted, 
Murphy takes them to 
the organization based 
on what they can accept 
at that time, regardless of 
whether it’s a shopping 
bag or 12 trash bags. 

Next year, Murphy 
hopes to expand to offer-
ing pillowcases stuffed 
with toys, toiletries and 
more to Operation Under-
ground Railroad, which 
rescues children from 
sexual slavery. 

PASSING IT ON

But then, she’ll go off 
to college. Murphy wants 
the project to remain local 
even if she doesn’t. 

“My hope is that as the 
spring of my senior year 
approaches that I can find 
someone, maybe a teenag-
er like myself or someone 
else looking for something 
to do,” Murphy said. “I 
would love to pass on my 
project to someone who 
wants to continue it. I feel 
like I’ve done a lot of good 
with this project, and I’d 
hate for it to just end.” 

Murphy has never met 
any child who has re-
ceived one of her toys. But 
that doesn’t matter to her. 

A couple of months ago, 
Munsen and Murphy re-
ceived a message from an-
other mother. The mother 
had been in a car crash 
with her two daughters, 
both of whom received a 
toy from an officer. 

The mom didn’t know 
for sure the toys had come 
from Murphy, but she 
wanted to make sure Mur-
phy knew how grateful 
her daughters were.

“They still have them. 
They’re one of their most 
prized possessions,” Mur-
phy said. “That one story 
has been enough that 
even if it wasn’t my stuffed 
animal, I know we make a 
difference. If all my drive 
could provide is for those 
two little girls to get a toy, 
I would do it all over again 
because it’s worth it.”

Want to donate?
Anyone interested in donating 
toys to Murphy’s toy drive can 
email her at isabellecmurphy@
gmail.com. She can arrange 
a contactless pickup at their 
home, her neighborhood or 
a midpoint between the two 
places. 

through the online story 
archive. 

They can also react to 
the story — similar to lik-
ing a Tweet — to let the 
author know how it af-
fected them. 

One out of three women 
and one out of five men 
will be a victim of do-
mestic violence or sexual 
assault in their lifetime, 
according to the National 
Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence. April is 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month.

More than 200 people 
have shared stories and 
over 15,000 people have 
viewed the Our Wave web-
site since its inception in 
September 2019.

Our Wave is also part-
nering with It’s On Us and 
End Rape on Campus, 
both groups trying to end 
sexual assault on college 
campuses; U.S.A. Gym-
nastics; the N.C. Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault; 
and Unapologetically Sur-
viving, which helps survi-
vors of sexual assault, hu-
man trafficking, domestic 
violence and more. 

Our Wave’s founders 
said they did a lot of re-
search before starting the 

website. About two-thirds 
of survivors preferred to 
share stories privately, 
Linton said. 

“It’s really important 
as a society that we give 
these survivors the chance 
to share these traumatic 
things that have happened 
to them and raise how 
prevalent they are,” Lin-
ton said. “Through giving 
survivors a voice, they can 
build a community around 
themselves. 

“Creating this place 
where survivors can share 
really allows us to build 
those communities and 
give people customized re-
sources that can be helpful 
to report what happened 
to them or move into a 
community of healing.” 

Some of those resources 
include the RAINN Na-
tional Sexual Assault 
hotline, suicide prevention 
hotlines and more. 

“In our area, it’s worth 
shouting out InterAct, 
which is a local resource 
where survivors can go 
and talk to somebody 
about what happened to 
them,” Linton said. “We 
view our place as lower-
ing the barrier. But when 
it comes to in-person re-
sources, we like to point 
people toward these other 

groups that are doing 
these services.”

These partnerships are 
critical for Our Wave be-
cause they allow the group 
to meet survivors where 
they’re at and provide 
them the help they need, 
Linton said. They also 
allow Our Wave to point 
survivors toward the re-
sources that will best help 
them depending on their 
situation. 

“We want to create rela-
tionships to give survivors 
the resources that they 
want, and for different 
survivors, those are differ-
ent things,” Linton said. 

Like most sites dedi-
cated to helping survivors 
of intimate violence, Our 
Wave also has a safety 
exit button. A survivor 
can click that button to 
be redirected to a safer 
site, such as a recipe blog, 
in the event the abuser 
comes into the room.

Our Wave is completely 
volunteer-driven. Ten 
people, including Linton, 
make up the core with 
additional volunteers com-
ing on board as they’re 
needed. 

To donate, volunteer or 
share your story, visit Our 
Wave at www.ourwave.
org. 

13 days after vaccination, 
according to a joint state-
ment from the CDC and 
FDA’s Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research. 
One woman died while 
another is hospitalized as 
of Tuesday. 

The CDC and FDA or-
dered a pause but didn’t 
order a stopage, meaning 
some physicians could still 
use the J&J vaccine if they 
determine it’s the best for 
a patient. 

The blood clots appear 
to be extremely rare, the 
N.C. DHHS said. It added 
that most people will only 
feel mild headaches, flu-
like symptoms and sore-
ness in the arm the shot 
was received. 

Anyone with an appoint-
ment to receive a Pfizer 
or Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine should still attend 
their appointment, the 
department said. Anyone 
scheduled to receive a J&J 
vaccine will be resched-
uled. 

This pause is unrelated 
to last week’s decision by 
Wake County to temporar-
ily stop administering the 
J&J shot after 18 people 
reported reactions im-
mediately after receiving 
the vaccination at the PNC 
Arena on April 8. Those 
people reported lighthead-
edness, feeling faint and 
rapid breathing, according 
to Stacy Beard, an exter-
nal communications man-
ager with Wake County. 

Similar symptoms were 
also reported at vaccina-
tion sites in Iowa, Georgia 
and Colorado, the latter of 
which also suspended J&J 
shots April 8. 

Four people were trans-
ported to the hospital in 
North Carolina, who were 
released in good health by 
April 9, Beard said.

The adverse reaction 
rate was less than 1% of 
the total shots given that 
day, according to Dr. Kim 
McDonald, Wake County 
Medical Director. 

Statewide, more than 
5.9 million total doses of 

vaccine have been admin-
istered since Dec. 14, ac-
cording to the N.C DHHS 
vaccination dashboard. 
There can be an up to 
72-hour lag in data being 
reported, the department 
said. 

Around 42% of the 
state’s population over 
the age of 18 is at least 
partially vaccinated with 
around 31% being fully 
vaccinated. About 69% 
of people 65 and older 
are fully vaccinated with 
around 74% being at least 
partially vaccinated. 

In Wake County, more 
than 252,000 people are 
fully vaccinated or 22.7% 
of the county’s population. 
Around 31% or more than 
346,000 people are at least 
partially vaccinated. 

In Franklin County, 
more than 12,000 people 
are fully vaccinated or 
around 17.6% of the coun-
ty’s population. More than 
16,000 people or around 
23% are at least partially 
vaccinated. 

Toys: ‘While a stuffed animal won’t fix it, it might make them feel a little less alone’
continued from page 1A

Survivors: ‘It’s worth shouting out InterAct’

Blood: 5.9 million doses administered

continued from page 1A

continued from page 1A

Good...

...to the last word.
Subscribe to the Wake Weekly for all the local news.

252-243-5151
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At the Wake Orthopaedics Spine Center, 
our team of fellowship trained spine 

surgeons are dedicated solely to 
comprehensive, state-of-the-art 
care to alleviate pain and restore 
function and mobility.   
The Spine Center is the leading 
minimally invasive spine center 
in the Triangle.  With smaller 
incisions, performed on an 
outpatient basis, our patients 
go home the same day and 
recover faster.  

With six convenient 
locations, the Spine Center 
gets you back to life, 
faster. 

A P E X   
B R I E R  C R E E K  

C A R Y   
G A R N E R   
N O R T H  R A L E I G H  

R A L E I G H   
U R G E N T  C A R E   

WAKE ORTHOPAEDICS 
SPINE CENTER 

Revolutionizing Spine Care 

www.wakeortho.com/spine-center  
(919) 232-5020
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Knightdale cancels 
Fourth of July 
firework show

KNIGHTDALE — The 
Knightdale Town Council 
decided the town will not 
hold a firework show on 
July Fourth this year — 
but that doesn’t mean the 
fireworks won’t happen at 
a later date.

The town had to make a 
decision by May 3 to roll-
over its more than $6,000 
firework deposit and $2,000 
entertainment deposit 
for next year, according 
to Chris Wiley, the town’s 
parks, recreation and cul-
tural programs director.

Most of the surround-
ing towns are planning 
scaled-back events, such 
as drive-in fireworks dis-
plays or virtual fireworks, 
Wiley added.

Knightdale doesn’t have 
a central location where 
it could display the fire-
works while being confi-
dent everyone would have 
an equal chance to see 
them, said Town Manager 
Bill Summers.

While multiple coun-
cilors expressed their 
dismay at not being able 
to host the Fourth of July 
event, they unanimously 
came to a consensus to 
not have them in July. 

However, they asked 
Summers to tentatively 
plan an event later in the 
year when the town could 
host fireworks and bands.

Since the decision was 
made before the deadline, 
the town will not lose its 
deposits.

Youngsville budget 
proposal would 
spend $3.3M

YOUNGSVILLE — The 
Youngsville Board of Com-
missioners received its 
draft budget for the 2021-
22 fiscal year April 8. 

The total spending plan 
is to the tune of $3.27 mil-
lion. 

The tax rate would re-
main unchanged at 65.5 
cents per $100 of valua-
tion. The town’s vehicle 
fee, solid waste fees, com-
munity house rental fess 
and special event and 
sound permits remain un-
changed as well. Several 
planning fees saw small 
increases. 

One part-time public 
works position is recom-
mended to become a full-
time position. 

The budget also propos-
es more money for law en-
forcement equipment and 
training. It also funds a 
new public works facility, 
a new security system at 
town hall and year-three 
of the town’s pay and clas-
sification study. 

The board scheduled 
a public hearing on the 
budget for May 13. It is ex-
pected to vote on the bud-
get after that hearing. 

Wendell approves 
Hollybrook Park 
master plan

WENDELL — The 

Wendell Board of Com-
missioners on Monday 
unanimously approved the 
Hollybrook Park master 
plan and the submission of 
a grant application for it. 

The park, 1201 S. Hol-
lybrook Rd., is expected 
to begin construction in 
Spring 2022. The 14-acre 
neighborhood park will 
include natural and paved 
trails, a picnic pavilion with 
restrooms, playground, 
pickleball courts, exercise 
stations and more.

Around 40 people attend-
ed the virtual public meet-
ing and 227 people com-
pleted the survey about 
the park. Public input was 
positive with suggestions 
to maximize neighborhood 
connectivity, according to 
Jeff Polaski, parks and rec-
reation director. 

The preliminary cost 
estimate is $1.9 million. 
The town hopes to receive 
a Parks and Recreation 
Trust Fund grant to pay 
for part of that. 

Polaski submitted a 
rough draft of the grant 
application in March and 
received comments April 
9. He said changes were 
minor and grant staff felt 
the project would score 
well. The final draft has to 
be submitted by May 3. 

Mayor Pro-Tem John 
Boyette said he felt the 
Hollybrook area needed 
a neighborhood park and 
that Hollybrook would 
serve as a model that 
could be exported into 
other neighborhoods as 
the town continued to 
grow. 

He added that the fire 
department, which he is 
a member of, uses the on-
site house for search and 
rescue training, and that 
they appreciate the town 
letting them use it. 

The house is scheduled 
for demolition before the 
park is built. 

Holder named 
Wake health, 
economic officer

RALEIGH — Duane 
Holder has been hired as 
Wake County’s chief com-
munity health and eco-
nomic vitality officer. 

The position oversees 
the county’s human servic-
es, environmental services, 
and housing affordability 

and community revitaliza-
tion departments. It also 
works closely with the soil 
and water conservation 
district and the coopera-
tive extension.

“I’m excited to join the 
Wake County team and 
put my decades of public 
sector experience to good 
use in one of the fastest 
growing counties in the 
country,” Holder said. “I 
look forward to finding 
new ways to improve resi-
dents’ health and wellbe-
ing while helping the most 
vulnerable in our commu-
nity get the support they 
need to achieve a higher 
quality of life.”

Holder will start June 
1, bringing more than 20 
years of public health, 
behavioral health, social 
services and budget expe-
rience to the role.

“We conducted a nation-
wide search for the right 
person for this important 
position, and Duane 
was — by far — the most 

qualified can-
didate,” said 
County Man-
ager David El-
lis. “Not only 
does he have 
an impres-
sive resume, 
but he’s also 
worked for lo-

cal governments in North 
Carolina for 15 years, giv-
ing him a keen awareness 
of the regulations we must 
follow and how to respond 
to crises.” 

Holder has previously 
served as Cumberland 
County’s deputy county 
manager, interim public 
health director and assis-
tant county manager for 
community support ser-
vices as well as Pitt Coun-
ty’s deputy county man-
ager and chief financial 
officer. He also served as 
co-founder and financial 
officer for PORT Health, a 
regional non-profit men-
tal health and substance 
abuse agency. 

An Air Force veteran, 
Holder earned his bach-
elor’s in Business Ad-
ministration from Mount 
Olive College and his 
master’s in Public Ad-
ministration from East 
Carolina University. He is 
also a credentialed man-
ager by the International 
City/County Management 
Association.

New burger joint celebrates opening in north Raleigh
The Wake Forest Area Chamber of Commerce held a celebratory ribbon cutting for new member Town Hall Burger & Beer on Wednesday, April 7. Town Hall Burger and 
Beer is in Wakefield Crossing at 13100 Falls of Neuse Road in Raleigh. It’s open daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Contributed photo by the Wake Forest Area Chamber of Commerce

The 14-acre Hollybrook Park 
will have a combination 
of passive recreation and 
active athletic play areas, 
including basketball and 
pickleball courts. Contributed 
map by the town of Wendell

Holder
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Knightdale man wins $200K from scratch-off
From staff reports

RALEIGH — A $5 
scratch-off won a Knight-
dale man the $200,000 
jackpot last week. 

Luis Martinez of Knight-
dale tried his luck on a 

Black Diamond 7s ticket 
and scored the top prize, 
according to the N.C. Edu-
cation Lottery. 

Martinez purchased his 
winning $5 ticket from 
the Breeze Thru on Poole 
Road in Raleigh.

He claimed his prize 
Tuesday, April 6,  at lot-
tery headquarters in 
Raleigh and took home 
$141,501 after required 
federal and state tax with-
holdings, a press release 
said. 

County adds natural hair to 
anti-discrimination policy
For The Wake Weekly

RALEIGH — Hairstyle, 
hair type or hair tex-
ture historically associ-
ated with race  — such as 
braids, locks, twists, tight 
coils or curls, cornrows, 
Bantu knots and afros — 
is now protected in Wake 
County’s employee dis-
crimination policy. 

The move comes after 
the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners on March 
22 voted unanimously to 
support County Manager 
David Ellis’ recommen-
dation to add natural 
hair and hairstyles to the 
policy.

“I asked Manager Ellis 
to look into this matter, 
because choosing to wear 
your hair in a ‘protective 
hairstyle’ intended to 
maintain hair health has 
routinely been seen as ‘un-
kempt, unhygienic, messy 
or disruptive,’ which is 

untrue. No one should be 
forced to choose between 
their livelihood and their 
cultural identity and/or 
hair health,” said Wake 
County Commissioner 
Shinica Thomas. 

“The decision to wear 
one’s hair in a particular 
style is highly personal, 
and the reasons behind 
that decision may differ 
for each individual. By 
explicitly stating it in our 
policy, we protect our cur-
rent and future employees 
from any potential bias.”

The resolution adopted 
by the board notes that 
barring natural or protec-
tive hairstyles commonly 
worn by people of African 
descent, as well as people 
of Jewish, Latino or Na-
tive American descent, is a 
form of racial discrimina-
tion. 

“By including these 
hairstyles in the county’s 
employee discrimina-

tion policy, the county is 
taking the firm position 
that depriving staff of op-
portunities based on hair 
texture, hair type and 
protective hairstyles will 
not be tolerated,” a press 
release said. 

Under North Caro-
lina General Statute, the 
county manager is the 
personnel officer and can 
create and enforce county 
personnel policy.

“Wake County is taking 
a stand on this issue, and 
we hope other municipal 
organizations and private 
businesses will follow our 
lead,” said Ellis. “Celebrat-
ing the diversity of our 
team is important, and in-
cluding natural hairstyles 
in our discrimination pol-
icy shows our employees 
that, no matter how they 
choose to wear their hair, 
we value the contribution 
they make to our organi-
zation.”

Mayor’s State of the Town 
address available to watch
For The Wake Weekly

WAKE FOREST — May-
or Vivian Jones recently re-
corded a virtual State of the 
Town address that includes 
video and photo highlights 
from the past year. 

In her message, Mayor 
Jones gave a comprehen-
sive update on the town’s 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, accomplish-
ments over the last 12 
months, and what’s to 

come in 2021. 
She also 

extended 
a heartfelt 
thanks to the 
town’s front-
line workers 
and shared 
details on 

infrastructure projects, 
communications initia-
tives, parks and recreation 
programs, town finances 
and more. 

Jones’ 2021 State of the 

Town Address is now air-
ing daily through April on 
Wake Forest TV 10 at 8 
a.m., noon and 6 p.m. 

The full 20-minute ad-
dress is also provided in 
streaming video on the 
Town website at www.
wakeforestnc.gov/commu-
nications/state-town/2021-
state-town. 

The town also posted 
three-to-four-minute seg-
ments of the address on its 
Facebook page.

A Knightdale man won $200,000 from a Black Diamond 7s ticket. Contributed

Jones

Wake Forest Garden Club honored 
as Main Street Champion
For The Wake Weekly

WAKE FOREST — The 
Wake Forest Garden Club 
was recently recognized 
as a Main Street Champi-
on for its work by the N.C. 
Main Street Program.

The Garden Club was 
applauded for “enhancing 
the beauty of downtown 
Wake Forest and the entire 
community since 1924,” 
the program said. 

The club consulted 
and assisted with Front 
Street’s landscaping as 
well as planting flowers in 
parks and along streets, 
said Downtown Develop-
ment Manager Jennifer 
Herbert. It also plans and 
volunteers an annual Dirt 
Day event. 

“These dedicated vol-
unteers work tirelessly to 
add beauty and joy to our 
community and are true 
downtown champions,” 
Herbert said. 

The honor of Main 
Street Champion is award-

ed to visionary individu-
als with a strong sense of 
commitment to their com-
munities and a passion 
for improving the quality 
of life, said Liz Parham, 
director of the N.C. Main 
Street and Rural Planning 
Center. 

“We want to thank the 
Wake Forest Garden Club 
for their contributions rec-
ognized in this honor and 
all that they will continue 
to do in Wake Forest,” Par-
ham said. 

The Wake Forest Garden 

Club is dedicated to foster-
ing a love of gardening 
through local projects and 
education about the im-
portance of native plants. 
Membership is open to 
anyone with an interest 
in flowers and gardening 
regardless of skill level. It 
is Wake Forest’s longest-
continuing community 
service organization, hav-
ing been founded in 1924. 

For more information on 
the Wake Forest Garden 
Club, visit http://www.wf-
gardenclub.org. 

The Wake Forest Garden Club was honored as a Main Street 
Champion for its work in the town. Contributed photo
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Cooper approves summer 
learning, literacy programs
By Nyamekye Daniel
The Center Square

(The Center Square) – 
North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper signed last Friday 
two education bills into 
law.

Cooper signed House 
Bill 82 and Senate Bill 
387, which are aimed at 
enhancing learning op-
portunities for children in 
the state.

H.B. 82, dubbed the 
Summer Learning Choice 
for N.C. Families, creates 
a voluntary six-week, in-
person summer school 
program for North Caro-
lina K-12 students. Law-
makers hope it will help 
students who have fallen 
behind because of remote 
learning during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

“This pandemic has 
challenged students and 
teachers like never be-
fore,” Cooper said. “Pro-
viding a summer opportu-
nity for academic growth 
plus mental and physical 
health will help schools 

begin to address those 
challenges.”

The measure unani-
mously cleared both 
chambers of the General 
Assembly on April 1. It 
has received support from 
local superintendents 
and education advocacy 
groups.

SB 387 directs teachers 
to tailor reading plans 
for kindergarten through 
third-grade students 
who need additional 
assistance in literacy. 
Sponsors of the measure 
point to data that shows 
reading comprehension 
by third grade affects a 
child’s academic career 
and educational out-
comes. The bill expands 
the state’s 2013 Read to 
Achieve initiative. 

Senate Leader Phil 
Berger, R-Rockingham, 
was the lead lawmaker be-
hind the legislation.

“I want to thank Gov. 
Cooper for signing the 
‘Excellent Public Schools 
Act’ into law,” Berger said. 
“We have a shared priority 

of ensuring our students 
are proficient in reading 
by the end of the third 
grade, and I believe this 
will move us closer to that 
goal. All of our students, 
but especially those who 
are struggling to read, will 
benefit from the improved 
literacy instruction and 
interventions.”

Cooper also signed 
House Bill 53, which al-
lows students with parents 
in the military to enroll in 
school while their parents 
are deployed and lifts 
certain requirements to 
allow them to keep need-
based scholarships from 
the state. It cleared both 
chambers of the General 
Assembly last month.

“North Carolina is the 
most military-friendly 
state in the country, and 
this legislation helps chil-
dren of servicemembers 
stay in schools here with 
continued in-state finan-
cial assistance even if their 
parents are moved out of 
state by military order,” 
Cooper said.

GOP, Dems push state election reform
By Nyamekye Daniel
The Center Square

(The Center Square) 
– Republicans and Demo-
crats in the North Carolina 
General Assembly are 
pushing bills to modify the 
state’s election process.

Three dozen Demo-
crats have backed House 
Bill 446, a measure that 
would change the way 
North Carolinians register 
to vote and request and 
submit absentee ballots. 
A group of Republicans is 
pushing Senate Bill 326 to 
shorten the deadline for 
absentee ballots and block 
private funding of elec-
tions.

Senate Republicans 
said their measure would 
streamline vote tallying. 
Democrats said H.B. 446 
would make the voting 
process easier for North 
Carolinians.

“This is a bill that gives 
no favor to any political 
party, and it’s very sim-
ple,” Rep. Marcia Morey, 
D-Durham, said Tuesday 
during a news conference. 
“It asks for ease and ac-
cessibility to all eligible 
North Carolinians to ex-
ercise their right to vote, 
which is secure and fair 
without hurdles or ob-
stacles.”

H.B. 446 would allow 
state agencies to register 
eligible voters automati-
cally. North Carolinians 
would have to “opt-out, 
not opt-in, to the registra-
tion process,” Rep. Amos 
Quick III, D-Guilford, 

said. The bill’s sponsors 
believe the change would 
increase voter turnout, cit-
ing complaints about time 
constraints and voters 
being “intimidated” by the 
process. 

It also eliminates the 
“wet ink” requirement for 
voter registration, allow-
ing voters to submit an 
electronic signature on a 
digital registration form.

The Democrats’ House 
bill also requires the North 
Carolina State Board of 
Elections to send absentee 
ballot request forms to all 
registered voters. It allows 
voters to complete the ab-
sentee ballot in the pres-
ence of one other voter in-
stead of the two required 
under current law. It also 
adds drop boxes to local 
election offices statewide.

H.B. 446 also changes 
the process for recruit-
ing poll workers, extends 
early voting hours and 
makes Election Day a 
legal holiday. The bill was 
referred to the Committee 
On Rules, Calendar and 
Operations of the House.

The Republicans’ Sen-
ate bill requires absentee 
ballot request forms to be 
submitted to local election 
boards before 5 p.m. on 
the second Tuesday before 
the election. The current 
deadline is before 5 p.m. 
on the Tuesday before the 
election. 

It requires completed 
absentee ballots to be 
returned by 5 p.m on Elec-
tion Day regardless of the 
postmark date. Current 

law allows election offices 
to accept absentee ballots 
postmarked by Election 
Day and received by 5 
p.m. three days later.

S.B. 326 also earmarks 
$5 million in the upcom-
ing fiscal year for the 
State Board of Elections 
to establish a program to 
identify North Carolinians 
without photo identifica-
tion, which is required to 
vote. 

The identification re-
quirement, which voters 
approved through a con-
stitutional amendment, 
is being challenged in 
the state Superior Court. 
Plaintiffs in the trial, 
which started Monday, 
argue the law disenfran-
chises voters and targets 
people of color.

The voter identification 
law received bipartisan 
support and was spon-
sored by former state Sen. 
Joel Ford, a Black Demo-
crat from Mecklenburg, 
Senate Republicans noted.

Sen. Paul Newton, one 
of the sponsors of S.B. 
326, called the claims 
baseless Tuesday.

“The law is among the 
most permissive in the 
country,” said Newton, R-
Cabarrus.

H.B. 326 was referred 
to the Senate Committee 
on Redistricting and Elec-
tions.

Lawmakers must ap-
prove the bills in both 
chambers of the General 
Assembly before they are 
sent to Gov. Roy Cooper 
for final consideration.

Rep. Price, congressional 
leaders meet with Biden 
on infrastructure
From staff reports

WASHINGTON — A 
bipartisan group of 

lawmakers, 
including 
North Caro-
lina’s Rep. 
David Price, 
met with 
President 
Joe Biden on 
Monday to 
discuss infra-

structure. 
Price, chairman of the 

House Transportation, 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Appropriations 
Subcommittee, represents 
the state’s 4th Congres-
sional District, including 
Wake, Franklin and Gran-
ville counties. 

The meeting centered 
around Biden’s proposed 
American Jobs Plan, a $2 
trillion spending plan that 
would address infrastruc-
ture and social needs 
while raising the corpo-
rate tax rate. 

“America’s infrastruc-
ture needs are immense,” 
Price said in a statement 
after the meeting. “To-
day’s bipartisan Oval 
Office meeting under-
scored what’s at stake, as 
well as the opportunity 
before us to better the 
lives of Americans in ev-
ery community — rural, 
suburban, and urban — 
through the American 
Jobs Plan.

“I stressed the urgency 

to correct historic under-
investment in low-income 
and affordable housing 
and the need to create 
diverse multimodal trans-
portation options. I left 
the bipartisan meeting 
with a renewed convic-
tion that the American 
Jobs Plan will be a win for 
North Carolinians — and 
all Americans.”

Other members of 
Congress at the meet-
ing were Reps. Donald 
Payne Jr. (D-N.J.), Gar-
ret Graves (R-La.), and 
Don Young (R-Ala.) and 
Sens. Maria Cantwell 
(D-Wash.), Alex Padilla 
(D-Calif.), Roger Wicker 
(R-Miss.), Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.).

Price

NCDOT VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING APRIL 20
 REGARDING PROPOSED EXTENSION  

OF AIRPORT BOULEVARD 
MORRISVILLE, WAKE COUNTY

MORRISVILLE - The public is invited to a virtual public 
meeting regarding the proposed extension of Airport 
Boulevard between Garden Square Lane to N.C. 54/Chapel 
Hill Road in Morrisville. 

The town of Morrisville was awarded funding for Phase 1 
of this extension (between Garden Square Lane to Church 

Street) through the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
(CAMPO) Locally Administered Projects program. NCDOT Highway 
Division 5 will manage the project.

Due to COVID-19, NCDOT will not host an in-person public meeting for 
this project.  A virtual public meeting will be held on April 20 at 7:00 p.m.   
The public may join the meeting in any of the following ways:  

Via computer, tablet, or smartphone:   
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/112053573 

Via Phone: (224) 501-3412   Access Code: 112-053-573| 
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number to join instantly.) 
+12245013412,,112053573#

Via a video-conferencing room or system:  
Dial in or type: 67.217.95.2 or inroomlink.goto.com    
Meeting ID: 112 053 573  
Or dial directly: 112053573@67.217.95.2 or 67.217.95.2##112053573 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first 
meeting starts: https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/112053573

The public is encouraged to visit the project website (https://publicinput.
com/Airport-Blvd-Extension) prior to the meeting where they can view a 
project overview video, project maps, download a handout with information 
on the project and submit comments or questions. 

The public may also submit comments by phone (984-205-6615 enter 
project code 9809), email (airport-blvd-extension@publicinput.com), or 
mail to the project manager listed below by May 20, 2021.

Contact NCDOT as soon as possible if you require any accommodations 
under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Anyone requiring special 
services to participate in this meeting should contact Diane Wilson, 
Environmental Analysis Unit, at 1598 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 
NC 27699-1598, 919-707-6073 or pdwilson1@ncdot.gov as early as 
possible so arrangements can be made.

Those who do not speak English, or 
have a limited ability to read, speak 
or understand English, may receive 
interpretive services upon request prior by 
calling 1-800-481-6494.

Aquellas personas no hablan inglés, o 
tienen limitaciones para leer, hablar o 
entender inglés, podrían recibir servicios 
de interpretación si los solicitan llamando 
al 1-800-481-6494.

Zahid Baloch, PE
NCDOT Highway Division 5
Project Manager

1548 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina  
27699-1548

GOING OUT OF
BUSINESS

DEBNAM ACE HARDWARE
117 N ARENDELL AVE • ZEBULON, NC 27597

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

CASH • VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER CARDS ACCEPTED
Hours:Mo,Tu,Th,Fr 9am-4pm•We,Sa 9am-1:30pm•Sun. Closed
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NOW33% OFF
REG. PRICE
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Audit: State agencies 
mismanaged federal 
programs
By Nyamekye Daniel
The Center Square

(The Center Square) – 
North Carolina’s state au-
ditor has found numerous 
issues with the way state 
agencies managed more 
than $29 billion in federal 
aid.

The state’s audit report 
found inconsistencies 
and noncompliance in a 
host of federal programs 
administered by the state, 
including federal student 
loan and grants, crime 
assistance, medical as-
sistance and adoption as-
sistance.

The 250-page report, 
which was published 
last week, reviewed state 
agencies’ procedures in 
fiscal year 2020, which ran 
from July 1, 2019, to June 
30, 2020.

“This report includes 
significant deficiencies 
and material weaknesses 
in internal control relating 
to major federal programs 
and instances of noncom-
pliance, including several 
that we believe constitute 
material noncompliance, 
that meet the criteria of 
the Uniform Guidance,” 
State Auditor Beth Wood 
wrote.

The North Carolina 
Department of Public In-

struction and the state’s 
colleges and universities, 
at times, did not follow the 
appropriate safeguards to 
protect student informa-
tion, did not accurately 
track how some of the 
funds were distributed 
and held on to grants that 
could have been awarded 
to more students, among 
other things.

For instance, Elizabeth 
City State University did 
not have a delegate to 
protect student’s financial 
aid information or docu-
ment the risk of keeping 
it secure. During the fiscal 
year, the school disbursed 
more than $15 million in 
federal financial assis-
tance to 1,560 students. 
Elizabeth City State Uni-
versity said employees 
were unaware of the re-
quirements.

The report also said Fay-
etteville State University, 
North Carolina Agricul-
tural and Technical State 
University and Roanoke-
Chowan Community Col-
lege had deficiencies in 
the way Federal Pell Grant 
and Federal Direct Loan 
funds were handled.

The NCDPI used $1.8 
million in federal funds 
meant for school improve-
ment activities on other 
activities. NCDPI officials 

said finance employees 
did not update budget 
status reports in a timely 
manner, which “prevented 
the cash management 
section from correctly rec-
onciling spending across 
the various open award 
years.”

The audit also showed 
the North Carolina De-
partment of Public Safety 
failed to keep track of 
$68.9 million it issued to 
other state agencies, non-
profits and other organi-
zations to help crime vic-
tims. The NCDPS blamed 
the error on trainees who 
were learning the require-
ments of the job. 

However, officials also 
said they did not have set 
policies to verify that the 
employees conducted the 
screenings.

Most of the deficiencies 
Wood found have been 
fixed or are in the pro-
cess of being rectified by 
February 2022, the report 
said.

Wood said the report 
does not “provide an opin-
ion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal con-
trol or on compliance,” 
but “to describe the scope 
of our testing of internal 
control and compliance 
and the results of that 
testing.”

Publix online orders now 
qualify for state food aid
For The Wake Weekly

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina Food and Nu-
trition Services partici-
pants can now purchase 
groceries online using 
their Electronic Benefit 
Transfer cards at an ad-
ditional authorized online 
EBT retailer, Publix Super 
Markets. 

The state said Tuesday 
this will allow participants 
to buy food while social 
distancing to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 and 
help families with trans-
portation and mobility 
barriers.

Publix is the seventh 
North Carolina EBT re-
tailer — along with ALDI, 

Amazon, BJ’s, Carlie C’s, 
Food Lion, and Walmart — 
to be approved for online 
FNS purchases. 

In May 2020, North Car-
olina was one of the first 
10 states to implement 
online purchasing for FNS 
and currently has the most 
authorized online retailers 
in the country, according 
to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

FNS participants will 
be able to use their ben-
efits to purchase eligible 
food items from online 
retailers but will not be 
able to use their benefits 
to pay for service or de-
livery charges. The par-
ticipant will be required 
to pay for these charges 

with another form of 
payment, such as a debit 
or credit card.

The USDA must approve 
retailers who wish to par-
ticipate in the FNS online 
purchasing program. NCD-
HHS encourages other 
EBT retailers to pursue 
USDA approval to become 
authorized online retailers. 

All EBT retailers in 
North Carolina have re-
ceived information from 
USDA about how to be-
come approved for online 
FNS purchases. More 
information for retailers 
is available on the USDA 
website.

North Carolina fami-
lies can apply for FNS at 
http://epass.nc.gov.

Dominion Energy offering 
$1M in community grants
For The Wake Weekly

RICHMOND, Va. — Do-
minion Energy is inviting 
nonprofit organizations 
across the company’s foot-
print to apply for grants of 
up to $25,000 each to meet 
critical needs in communi-
ties. 

For the sixth consecutive 
year, the Dominion Ener-
gy Charitable Foundation 
has pledged $1 million to 
help meet urgent human 
needs such as housing and 
shelter, access to medicine 
and medical services, and 
food security.

“There is great need in 
our communities as our 
neighbors struggle to 
meet the challenges of the 
pandemic,” said Hunter 
A. Applewhite, president 
of the Dominion Energy 
Charitable Foundation. 
“We’re seeking to support 

organizations that are 
working directly in these 
communities to help those 
in need.”

A press release said last 
year’s Critical Commu-
nity Needs Grants helped 
more than 200 nonprofits 
provide services such as 
dental care for uninsured 
public school students, 
essential medication for 
the uninsured, home re-
pairs for the elderly and 
disabled, crisis care for 
children, eviction diver-
sions and supplies for 
food pantries. 

Additionally, Dominion 
Energy committed $4 mil-
lion in COVID-19 relief in 
2020. 

One of last year’s 
grants helped Commu-
nity Touch, a nonprofit 
in Fauquier County, Vir-
ginia, put a new roof on 

a family’s home. Another 
grant and Dominion vol-
unteers helped Sea Island 
Habitat for Humanity in 
South Carolina construct 
a house for their 20th 
Annual “Women Build” 
event.

For this year’s grants, 
eligible organizations in 
targeted areas of Con-
necticut, Idaho, North 
Carolina, Ohio, South 
Carolina, Utah, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Wyoming 
and other areas within 
Dominion Energy’s ser-
vice area are encouraged 
to apply. 

Online applications will 
be accepted until May 31 
at 5 p.m.

For more complete 
details or to apply, go to 
http://www.dominionener-
gy.com/communityneeds-
grants.

Good...

...to the last word.
Subscribe to the Wake Weekly for all the local news.

252-243-5151
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Wake Forest outlasts Heritage for playoff bid
By Marty Simpkins
marty@wakeweekly.com

WAKE FOREST — Wake 
Forest’s football team 
blasted through Heritage’s 
defense in a two-part game 
due to weather delays, but 
the final score was 48-35 by 
Saturday morning.

The game started Friday 
night at Heritage. After a 
scoreless first quarter, a 
thunderstorm rolled in. 
That pushed the game 
back to the following 
morning at 10:30 a.m.

Once the two teams hit 
the field, they seem reen-
ergized with more scoring. 
The Cougars held a 20-14 
lead at halftime.

In the third quarter, 
Wake Forest pulled away 
with 14 points in less than 
four minutes. Heritage cut 
the deficit to 34-21 after a 
53-yard touchdown pass 
from Cade Cunningham 
to Jonah Portugal. 

However, Wake Forest 
responded with a 70-yard 
touchdown run from Mike 
DiPasquale to make it a 
41-21 game at the end of 
the third quarter.

Wake Forest scored one 
more touchdown in the 
fourth quarter on a 10-yard 
run from Chris Moore. Her-
itage didn’t make a dent in 

the scoreboard until there 
was 4 minutes 25 seconds 
remaining. A 12-yard touch-
down pass to Elijah Odessy 
made it a 48-27 game. 

Then four minutes later, 
the Huskies scored again 
to make the score a little bit 
more respectable at 48-35. 

In the end, the Cougars 
held on to win the high-
scoring match. 

Wake Forest head coach 
Reggie Lucas said the 
weather delay didn’t affect 
his players at all; they were 

able to do what they need-
ed to do to get the win.

“I can’t say that the weath-
er helped our team,” Lucas 
said. “The players were able 
to stay focused overnight 
and play well Saturday 
morning. The coaches reit-
erated the game plan, and 
the guys played hard.”

The 48 points on offense 
was the most Wake For-
est scored all year and the 
most since its last game 
against Heritage when the 
Cougars beat the Huskies 

52-26 on Nov. 8, 2019. 
Lucas said it all came 

down to winning the 
trenches.

“Big plays can only hap-
pen if the offensive line 
blocks well and the backs 
do their part,” Lucas said. 
“Coach Hancel Phipps 
made some good calls as 
the offensive coordinator. 

Coach Phil Dickens, our 
offensive line coach, has 
done a great job all year 
motivating the line and 
pushing them to play to 
their potential.”

Two players had standout 
performances for Wake For-
est in the win at Heritage. 
Triston Spencer had five 
receptions for 121 yards, in-

cluding a 25-yad touchdown 
in the second quarter. The 
senior also snagged two in-
terceptions on defense.

DiPasquale went off for 
243 rushing yards and four 
rushing touchdowns. The 
sophomore running back 
also grabbed three catches 

Rolesville football unbeaten in regular season
Red Rams take 
down Corinth 
Holders 35-14
By Marty Simpkins
marty@wakeweekly.com

WENDELL — Roles-
ville’s football team ended 
the regular season unde-
feated for the first time 
in school history after a 
35-14 victory at Corinth 
Holders on Friday.

The Rams got off to a hot 
start with a 21-0 lead at the 

end of the first quarter. All 
three scores were touch-
down passes from quarter-
back Byrum Brown. 

Rolesville expanded 
on that lead with another 
touchdown in the second 
quarter to go into halftime 
up 28-0. This time, Brown 
scored with his legs on a 
rushing touchdown.

The Rams scored one 
more touchdown in the 
third quarter to lead 35-0 
off a run from running 
back Davon Dunn. 

Corinth Holders scored 
its only two touchdowns of 

the game in the fourth quar-
ter to make it a 35-14 result.

Rolesville’s Brown com-

pleted eight out of 11 pass-
es for 138 yards and three 
touchdowns. The junior 

quarterback also rushed 
seven times for 75 yards 
and a touchdown. 

Dunn had a great game 
running the ball for the 
Rams. The junior running 
back carried the ball 13 
times for 120 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Noah Rogers, Cyrus 
Rogers and Ethan Harris 
all had a receiving touch-
down for Rolesville. Noah 
Rogers led the team with 
three catches for 83 yards.

On defense, Jacorrey 
Bible, Caden O’Brien and 
Oluwasean Adewumi all 

had one sack each for the 
Rams. Both Oreon Ford 
and Kaireem Ingraham 
snagged one interception 
each for Rolesville.

With the win, Rolesville 
improved to 6-0 overall. 
The Rams won the NAC 6 
conference championship 
for the first time in school 
history after the team beat 
Heritage last week. 

Rolesville will be the No. 
2 seed in the east region 
for the 4AA state playoffs. 
The Rams will take on 
Holly Springs at home Fri-
day at 6:30 p.m.

Wake Forest’s Triston Spencer, left, hauled in 121 receiving yards and a touchdown. The 
senior also picked off two passes on defense. Marty Simpkins | The Wake Weekly

Rolesville 
quarterback 
Byrum Brown 
threw three 
touchdown 
passes and 
scored one on 
the ground 
in the win 
at Corinth 
Holders. Marty 
Simpkins | The 
Wake Weekly 
file

Bill would make ACC tournament public holiday in NC
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina is a basketball 
state. A local state sena-
tor is proposing a law that 
would make that clear. 

Sen. Sarah Crawford, a 
Democrat who represents 
District 18 (Franklin and 
eastern Wake counties) in-
troduced Senate Bill 567. 
It would add the Fridays 
of the women’s and men’s 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
basketball tournaments to 
the state’s list of legal pub-
lic holidays. 

Crawford is joined by 
co-sponsors Natalie Mur-
dock from Durham and 
DeAndrea Salvador of 
Mecklenburg, both Demo-
crats. 

“ACC basketball is a way 
of life in North Carolina,” 
Crawford said. “I remem-
ber as a kid the teacher 
would wheel the cart with 
the TV in and that’s what 
we did. We’d watch the 
ACC basketball tourna-
ment. ... I just felt it was 
time we honored the tradi-
tion and celebrate both it 
and these young athletes 
who inspire the best in 
us.”

Crawford and her fam-
ily are huge N.C. State 
University fans. They have 
season tickets to the Wolf-
pack women’s basketball 
team and watched it win 
its second ACC tourna-
ment in a row in March. 

“It really started with 
Everett Case, who was 
the head basketball coach 
at N.C. State,” Crawford 
said. “He had this vision 
he was going to make 
North Carolina the basket-
ball capital of the country 
and have a basketball 
hoop on every barn door.” 

Case started the tourna-
ment that grew into the 
ACC tournament. The 
championship looks dif-
ferent now. Back then, it 
was just UNC, N.C. State, 
Duke and Wake Forest, 
which wasn’t a univer-
sity and hadn’t moved to 

Winston-Salem yet. The 
games also ran Thursday-
Saturday. 

They’ve run from Fri-
day-Sunday since 1982.

The Friday games don’t 
take place during the 
workday anymore either, 
but rather air in the eve-
nings. 

“Even so, we felt like 
Friday was a good place 
to start,” Crawford said. 
“If people wanted to cel-
ebrate throughout the day 
or get ready for the tour-
nament in the evening, 
they could do that. They 
could even travel to the 

tournament in Greens-
boro.”

If the bill passes, the 
ACC tournaments will 
join the anniversary of 
the signing of the Halifax 
Resolves and the Meck-
lenburg Declaration of 
Independence along with 
First Responders Day and 
Election Day as public 
holidays. 

Workers wouldn’t neces-
sarily get these days off, 
though private employers 
can do that if they wish. 

For the most part, the 
list serves to honor things 
North Carolinians think 

are important.
“This kind of prompted 

me to think about how 
we ensure that these state 
holidays that we want 
to be recognized, like 
Election Day, need to be 
recognized,” Crawford 
said. “There are some 
other public holidays that 
we probably need to re-
visit that honor history in 
North Carolina in a way 
that’s not necessarily help-
ful.” 

She didn’t name any 
holidays that may need 
to be revisited. The cur-
rent list recognizes dates 
including Robert E. Lee’s 
birthday, Confederate 
Memorial Day and Greek 
Independence Day, among 
more typical holidays like 
Christmas and Indepen-
dence Day. 

Crawford said she was 
glad people seemed to be 
enjoying the bill and that 
people were talking about 
it. She added that while 
the bill is lighter than most 

of the issues the General 
Assembly tackles, it was 
fun to work on this one. 

“The sponsors of this 
bill are working on such 
important legislation 
across the board dealing 
with affordable housing, 
maternal health,” she said. 
“This bill is one piece of 
legislation among a huge 
grouping of other really 
important pieces of legis-
lation that we’ve put for-
ward this year. ... It’s been 
really interesting to me 
that this bill got so much 
attention.” 

Crawford’s favorite part 
of the ACC tournament, 
after watching N.C. State 
win, is the camaraderie. 

“It’s really a chance for 
everybody to come togeth-
er,” she said. “Sure you 
have big rivalries, but it’s a 
healthy tension. It doesn’t 
matter Democrat or Re-
publican, we’re all coming 
together for the love of 
the game to support these 
young athletes.” 

N.C. Sen. Sarah Crawford, right, attends the 2021 women’s ACC tournament with her 
daughter, Abby. Contributed photo by Sarah Crawford

Chris Moore rushed for 87 yards and scored two 
touchdowns for the Cougars. Marty Simpkins | The Wake 
Weekly

See PLAYOFF, Page 4B
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Clash of top 2 teams ends in tie
Cougars, 
Huskies will 
rematch later 
this month
By Marty Simpkins
marty@wakeweekly.com

WAKE FOREST — The 
girls soccer rivalry be-
tween Wake Forest and 
Heritage added another 
interesting chapter to the 
books with a 1-1 tie Mon-
day.

Wake Forest and Heri-
tage are the top two teams 
in the NAC 6 conference. 
This match was supposed 
to determine who was No. 
1, but after the tie, the ver-
dict is still inconclusive. 

Wake Forest head coach 
Rick Pittarelli said he 
thought his girls had a 
chance to prove they’re 
the best in the conference 
and didn’t capitalize on 
the opportunity. 

“When I took over the 
program this year, I told 
the girls that they need 
to play to win,” Pittarelli 
said. “They have to come 
together in moments like 
this where they have to 
work hard. You can’t just 
lay down and quit, espe-
cially against the defend-
ing state champions in 
Heritage. You have to do 
your best at all times.”

Heritage head coach 

Scott Sloan said he 
thought his girls was the 
better team on the field, 
but the end result doesn’t 
reflect that notion.

“I thought both teams 
played well,” Sloan said. 
“This is one of those weird 
games where the stats 
were in our favor, but the 
scoreboard tells a different 
story. Wake Forest is really 
gritty inside on their back 
third. We have to do bet-
ter with the opportunities 
we created. We attacked 
all four channels. We just 
didn’t put the exclama-
tion point on our results 
tonight.”

Heritage scored the first 
goal of the night with 3 
minutes 15 seconds left in 
the first half. Haley Pend-
er passed the ball to Kate 
Rucker, who dribbled a 
couple of steps and then 
launched the ball into the 
top left corner of the net.

It looked as if the Hus-
kies were going to hold 
on to a narrow 1-0 victory, 
but with eight minutes left 
in the match, the defense 
committed a foul in the 
penalty box. Wake For-
est’s Grace Gilmore lined 
up for the penalty kick.

The junior striker sent 
the ball soaring into the 
right side of the goal to tie 
the match at 1-1. 

“I think that penalty 
kick was Wake Forest’s 
only shot on goal that was 
on target at least,” Sloan 

said. “Our defensive game 
is frustrating and irritat-
ing. I thought we played 
well on defense all night, 
but we were one corner 
kick or one penalty kick 
away from a 1-1 game.”

No one else scored in 
the final eight minutes of 
regulation, so the game 
went into overtime.

Neither team scored 
a goal in both overtime 
periods. Since it’s the 
regular season, the match 
ended in a 1-1 tie.

“The defensive back 
line was phenomenal 
tonight,” Pittarelli said. 
“They’ve been great all 
season. They work hard. I 
still need them to commu-
nicate better on the field. 
Overall, they have the 
determination to win the 
ball and get it back up the 
field to give our offense 
an opportunity.”

Sloan said he was proud 
of how his girls played 
defensively, but it takes 
goals to win a soccer 
game.

“I told the girls after-
wards to keep doing what 
we’re doing,” Sloan said. 
“We didn’t do a good 
enough job testing Wake 
Forest’s goalkeeper. I 
thought we played really 
good soccer on our half of 
the field. We just need to 
play better offensively.”

The match was played 
at Wake Forest Middle 
School because Trentini 

Stadium at Wake Forest 
High School will undergo 
renovations.

Sloan added that play-
ing on a smaller and more 
narrower field at the 
middle school gave his 
offense some problems 
moving the ball down the 
pitch.

“Our forwards were 
getting a lot of touches,” 
Sloan said. “Wake Forest 
did a great job in the last 
20 minutes of the game 
minimizing Makenzie 
Libscomb’s touches on 
the ball. She was super 
tonight. She did a lot to 
create opportunities.”

With the result, Wake 

Forest is still undefeated 
at 4-0-2 overall and 4-0-1 
in the NAC 6 conference. 
Heritage is 4-1-1 overall 
and 4-0-1 in conference 
play.

If the regular season 
ended today, the Huskies 
would win the tie-breaker 
because they outscored 
the Cougars 23-15 this 
season. Heritage has also 
only allowed four goals 
while Wake Forest has al-
lowed five this season.

“The girls need to be 
better tomorrow than 
they were today,” Pit-
tarelli said. “That’s the 
challenge that I have for 
them. We’ll work harder 

in practice. It’s one game 
at a time from there.”

Wake Forest will play 
Corinth Holders at home 
Monday, April 19, at 6 
p.m. Heritage will travel 
to Wakefield at the same 
date and time. The Cou-
gars and Huskies will 
have a rematch at Heri-
tage on April 28 at 6 p.m.

“We get to play Wake 
Forest a second time on 
our field,” Sloan said. “It’s 
the last game of the sea-
son and that’s something 
we’re really looking for-
ward to. We’re not happy 
with the result tonight, 
but we are satisfied with 
how we played.” 

Heritage’s Makenzie Libscomb tries to dribble the ball past the Wake Forest defenders. 
Marty Simpkins | The Wake Weekly

Sports rise as COVID-19 cases fall
It’s been 

a while 
since I’ve 
written a 
column. 
That’s 
probably a 
good thing 
— I’ve 
been so 

busy covering high school 
sports again.

There was a time when 
we thought the COVID-19 
pandemic would com-
pletely shut down sports 
for a long time. However, 
things picked back up in 
November with volleyball 
and cross-country.

It was rough not cover-
ing other fall sports, such 

as football, boys soccer, 
girls tennis and girls golf 
during that time. At that 
point, the state was unsure 
if volleyball and cross-
country would finish out 
the season.

During the fall of 2020, 
COVID-19 numbers were 
going up. Various schools 
had to forfeit their games 
due to players and coaches 
catching the coronavirus. 

Thankfully, most schools 
completed their volleyball 
and cross-country sea-
sons. 

Both Heritage and 
Franklinton were the high-
lights of the volleyball sea-
son. The Huskies finished 
second in the NAC 6 confer-

ence and went 9-3 overall 
for the season after losing 
back-to-back matches to 
eventual conference cham-
pion Corinth Holders in the 
beginning of the year. 

Franklinton also fin-
ished second in its Big 
East conference, going 7-5 
overall. Unfortunately, the 
two losses to Hunt near 
the end of the season cost 
the Red Rams a trip to the 
3A state playoffs.

For cross-country, 
Heritage pulled off a his-
toric accomplishment by 
producing a first-place 
finisher in both the boys 
and girls conference titles 
Jan. 6.

Max Geckler won the 

boys race for the second 
year in a row for the Hus-
kies. Ainsley Donovan 
won her first conference 
championship in the girls 
race. 

Heritage won the girls 
conference championship 
for the second year in a row. 
Wake Forest’s boys team 
won the conference title for 
the fourth year in a row.

After that, basketball 
took over for the winter 
season. Once again, it was 
Heritage making the head-
lines. The Huskies won 
both the boys and girls 
conference championship 
in the middle of February.

Since February, cover-
ing sports has been more 

and more hectic. The state 
added football, boys soc-
cer, boys and girls lacrosse 
to the schedule. 

The lacrosse season 
ended with Wakefield 
winning the boys confer-
ence title and Wake Forest 
finishing second in the 
girls conference. In boys 
soccer, Heritage won the 
NAC 6 title and Franklin 
Academy finished sec-
ond in its North Central 
conference. The Patriots 
made it all the way to the 
1A state championship 
game March 27, but lost to 
Pine Lake Preparatory.

Needless to say, I’ve been 
a busy bee when it comes 
to sports. Now girls soccer 

is going on, as well as soft-
ball, golf and boys tennis. 
Very soon, the rest of the 
high school sports will kick 
off with girls tennis, base-
ball, track and field. 

I’ll try to keep you 
updated in the world of 
sports as I juggle every-
thing at once, basically 
covering a sports contest 
every night of the week. 

Stay tuned for more 
sports as things start slow-
ly going back to normalcy 
again.

Marty Simpkins is the 
sports editor of The Wake 
Weekly. He can be reached 
at 919-424-1779 or mar-
ty@wakeweekly.com.

Junior Hurricanes make changes to coaching staff
From staff reports RALEIGH — The Junior 

Hurricanes girls hockey 
program announced Mi-
chael Gazzillo as head of 
coaching. 

Gazzillo will directly 
oversee the U14-U19 Ju-
nior Hurricanes national-
bound girls teams. Gazzil-
lo will continue his role 
coaching the U19 Premier 
full-time program into its 
second year.

The coaching change 
was made April 7. 

“For years, we have been 
watching Coach Gazzillo 
develop players at N.C. 
State American Collegiate 
Hockey Association Divi-
sion 2 hockey program as 
they dominate the south-

ern collegiate hockey 
environment,” said David 

Reaugh, the 
girls program 
director. 

“Three 
years ago, 
we made the 
decision to 
bring coach 
Gazzillo into 
the program 

at the U19 level to provide 
a unique product for girls 
hockey that was of the 
same quality of a college 
level program. We needed 
someone to step up and 
get us in a position to com-
pete nationally. 

“Fast forward to today, 
we have almost 200 girls 

in our U8 to U19 develop-
ment programs, including 
our flagship U19 Premier 
full time team. Michael’s 
passion and his attention 
to details executing our 
vision has been reward-
ing for everyone and will 
make the success of the 
new Elite 3 day a week 
program a success.”

Gazzillo will be entering 
his 29th year of coaching 
hockey, including 10 years 
coaching ACHA D2 N.C. 
State Icepack. 

As the Icepack head 
coach, he led the team to 
10 division titles, six regu-
lar season titles and three 
Atlantic Coast Collegiate 
Hockey League titles.

Alyssa Gagliardi, who is 
the Carolina Hurricanes 
Women’s hockey special-
ist, is now in charge of the 
premier and elite develop-
ment models. 

Tim Healy and his staff 
will continue to lead the 
U8 to U12 teams as the 
Junior Hurricanes provide 
multiple squads at U10 
and U12, including the 8th 
ranked U12 team in the 
country. 

The program has grown 
from less than 90 travel 
players to almost 200 in 
three years. Healy will 
also take over as head 
coach for the Ice Pack 
after being an assistant 
under Gazzillo the past 

three years.
The Junior Hurricanes 

will have spring clinics 
and development sessions 
running until summer at 
The Factory.

The U10-12 Weekend 
Skills and Games started 
April 11. They will host 
events on either Saturdays 
or Sundays at 3 pm. There 
will be two hours for each 
sessions, one hour for 
skills and one for games.

There’s also the U14-
19 Weekday Skills and 
Games that started April 
11. They will host events 
8-9 p.m. on either Tues-
days or Thursdays. The 
sessions include skills and 
small area games.

Gazzillo

Jane Vukovich 
gets her head 
on the ball for 
the Huskies in 
photo, left. 
In the 
righthand 
photo Wake 
Forest’s Alexis 
Haymond, 
right, kicks the 
ball away from 
Heritage’s Jane 
Vukovich, left.
Marty Simpkins 
| The Wake 
Weekly

MARTY 
SIMPKINS
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Rolesville hires familiar face to lead girls basketball
By Marty Simpkins
marty@wakeweekly.com

ROLESVILLE — Roles-
ville’s girls basketball 
team will be guided by 
veteran head coach Ben 
Daniels next year. 

Daniels was hired 
March 24.

Daniels was already 
on staff at Rolesville as a 
social studies teacher. He 

also coached the school’s 
girls tennis team in 2019. 
The last time he coached 
basketball was in 2018 at 
Leesville Road.

“I am just excited to get 
back into coaching basket-
ball again,” Daniels said. 
“I missed it the last three 
years. We have a great 
group of young ladies that 
I am looking forward to 
working with.”

Daniels started his 
coaching career at Bunn 

from 2011-
13. Then he 
coached at 
Wake Forest 
from 2013-15. 
His three-
year tenure 
at Leesville 
Road started 

in 2015.
In his first year with 

the girls squad this up-
coming season, Daniels 
wants to make sure his 
team takes pride in step-
ping onto the court to 
represent their school, 
he said.

“I am focused on mak-
ing sure the girls have a 
good experience,” Daniels 
said. “I want them to have 
fun and be proud to be 
part of Rolesville basket-

ball. Rolesville is a great 
place and I don’t think 
many people realize that 
on the outside.”

This past year, Roles-
ville went 3-10 overall 
and finished last in the 
NAC 6 conference at 1-8. 
That year marked the end 
of a five-year state play-
off streak for the Rams. 
Daniels said he will try 
to get Rolesville back in 

the playoffs next year and 
start a new postseason 
streak.

“First and foremost, we 
just need to compete night 
in and night out,” Daniels 
said. “Our conference is 
full of great players and 
great coaches. The only 
thing we can control at 
this point is we handle 
ourselves. The rest will 
sort itself out.”

Daniels

A LOOK BACK IN SPORTS HISTORY

Two sports programs kick off for local community
By Marty Simpkins
marty@wakeweekly.com

WAKE FOREST — Remember 
a couple springs ago when CO-
VID-19 didn’t exist? Back when 
we had normal social gatherings 
and sports wasn’t restricted with 
pandemic-related health and 
safety precautions?

Let’s think back on those 
days by remembering two 
positive events that occurred in 
the spring 2019: Lady Legion 
softball and Wake Forest’s first 
arena football league team.

SOFTBALL FOR AMERICAN LEGION

In the April 12, 2019, issue of 
The Wake Weekly, it was an-
nounced that American Legion 
Post 187 started a fast-pitch 
softball team to represent Wake 
Forest and the northern Wake 
County area.

Julie Kruse-John and Jason 
Romano led the effort to get a 
team started in Wake Forest. 
Lady Legion softball was still a 
new concept to the country back 
then.

American Legion baseball 
has been going on for 96 years, 
but it was only four years ago 
that the western part of North 
Carolina started a Lady Legion 
softball team. 

Kruse-John and her husband, 
Joe John, started North Caro-
lina Amateur Baseball Club, 

which is a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to training boys 
and girls how to play the game 
of baseball and softball in the 
local area. 

They gained so much recog-
nition within a year, that the 
American Legion reached out to 
them for starting the first Lady 
Legion softball team in Wake 
Forest.

“The Legion looked into 
groups around here and they 
found NCABC,” Kruse-John 
said. “They contacted me after 
knowing that I helped start 
some softball programs in the 
surrounding area. Coming from 
a family of veterans, we asked 
what we could do to hit the 
ground running.”

NCABC partnered with 
American Legion Post 187 to of-
ficially start a softball program. 
Post 187 started its first baseball 
team the year before.

Leading the first Lady Legion 
softball team was Romano. 
Romano has been coaching 
baseball and softball for six 
years. He played travel baseball 
in Pennsylvania and New Jer-
sey and is also a veteran after 
spending eight years serving in 
the Army.

Romano already has coaching 
experience in the local area. He 
was an assistant coach with the 
Carolina Phanatics and the head 
coach for the 6-8-year-old Fu-
tures Program of the NCABC.

NCABC expanded to Ameri-
can Legion Post 297 located at 
3600 Lee Road in Raleigh. There 
are also other Lady Legion 
softball teams in Durham and 
southern Wake County.

“I just want a good softball 
mindset out of our players and 
coaches,” Romano said. “We 
want to teach kids to be good 
citizens on and off the softball 
field.”

The Lady Legion softball team 
held its first tryout May 1, 2019, 
at Ravenscroft High School. 

CAROLINA AVIATORS HAD HIGH 
HOPES

Not only did Wake Forest pro-
duce a new softball team, but an 
indoor football team as well. 

The Carolina Aviators kicked 
off its first game of the season 
Saturday, April 13, at The Fac-
tory that year. 

The Aviators are part of the 
Elite Indoor Football league, 
which is a division of the Arena 
Football League. There are cur-
rently 13 teams in the league 

with hopes for expansion.
The team is co-owned by Bar-

ry Marrow and Shawn Wood. 
Marrow also serves as the head 
coach and offensive coordinator, 
while Wood is the offensive line 
coach. 

Marrow was born and raised 
in Raleigh and played high 
school football at Cary High 
School.

Unfortunately, the Aviators 
never got the team off the ground 
in Wake Forest. The town hopes 
to bring back an indoor football 
team in the near future.

American Legion Post 187 in Wake Forest made a deal to start the town’s first softball team in April 2019. 
Contributed photo

It’s more
than a college.
It’s a calling.
The College at Southeastern 
combines the best of a liberal arts 
college education with substantial 
biblical and theological training.

Scan here or learn more at 
collegeatsoutheastern.com.

Wake Forest, NC
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Bulldogs use turnovers to stop Louisburg for exhibition win
By Paul Durham
Restoration NewsMedia

WILSON — It’s not an 
official win for the spring 
2021 season and it sure 
wasn’t pretty at times, but 
Barton College players 
and coaches on the col-
lege’s first football team 
since 1950 were happy to 
walk off the field with a 
victory at last.

The Bulldogs overcame 
a 7-3 halftime deficit 
Sunday at Truist Stadium 
with a larcenous second-
ary that produced five 
interceptions, including 
two that were returned for 
touchdowns, in a 24-7 win 
over Louisburg College in 
a season-ending exhibi-
tion game. Barton, which 
is playing in the NCAA 
Division II South Atlantic 
Conference  this spring 
and this coming fall, lost 
all four of its regular-
season games that were 
played and had last week’s 
scheduled game at Cataw-
ba College canceled due 
to COVID-19 issues and 
injuries for the Indians. 
But each of those losses 
marked steady improve-
ment for the first-year 
program while Sunday’s 
exhibition win was easily 
the worst showing of the 
year for the Bulldogs’ of-
fense in which more than 
twice as many players as 
usual saw action.

“I’m excited for our 
guys. It was good to get a 
win,” Bulldogs head coach 
Chip Hester said. “And 
even if you’re not play-
ing well, finding a way 
to compete and finding a 
way to win, there’s some-
thing to that. So I’m proud 
of that. I’m excited, they 
got to taste victory, but we 
had too many penalties. 

We had no efficiency on 
offense. There’s a lot to 
work on and maybe that’s 
the best ending to the 
season, in that we don’t 
feel too good about it and 
that we stay humble and 
hungry.”

The Bulldogs defense 
has plenty to feel good 
about. Barton had forced 
just two turnovers all 
season but rang up six 
Sunday, including the pair 
of pick-sixes by defensive 
backs Mike Webb and 
Kendarius Jenkins that al-
lowed the Bulldogs to pull 
away in the second half.

“I thought defensively, 
we came to play today,” 
Hester said. “We had one 
kind of letdown and they 
got over our heads, one 
time, but we created turn-
overs. I thought it started 
up front with pressure on 
the quarterback and then 
we had guys make plays 
in the secondary.”

Louisburg, a member of 
the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association, 
didn’t look like a team 
playing just its second 
game, both exhibitions, 
in the first half. With 
former North Johnston 
High star Trey Whitley 
at quarterback, the Hur-
ricanes scored the only 
touchdown of the first half 
on a 98-yard drive in the 
second quarter. Whitley, 
who finished 8 of 16 for 
121 yards, connected 
with Da’Quon Steward 
for a 66-yard completion 
on third-and-7 and then 
found DeAndre Wright 
for 14 yards before Jac-
quez Robinson rambled 
into the end zone from 15 
yards.

Meanwhile, the Bulldogs 
offense, which had start-
ing quarterback Jaquan 
Lynch and tailback Jor-
dan Terrell out of action, 
struggled throughout the 
first half. With Tyler Flip-
pen, who started the first 
two games, under center, 
Barton only picked up 46 
yards on its first six pos-
sessions. A 36-yard punt 
return by Kam Johnson 
set the Bulldogs up with 
a first down on the Louis-

burg 29-yard line but Bar-
ton could only manage a 
19-yard field goal by Bear 
Huggins.

An interception of Whit-
ley by Bulldogs defensive 
back Kolbi Anderson gave 
Barton a first down at the 
Hurricanes’ 36-yard line 
with less than a minute 
to play in the half but all 
the Bulldogs got out of it 
was a missed field-goal 
attempt at the end of the 
half.

The Bulldogs finished 
with 13 penalties for 102 
yards (the Hurricanes 
were just as bad with 12 
for 102 yards) but many 
of those were before the 
snap. Hester pointed out 

that starting center Alex 
Buschow was out of the 
game and, with three dif-
ferent quarterbacks, dif-
ferent cadences likely con-
tributed to that problem.

But Barton finished 6-of-
23 through the air for 33 
yards and picked up 144 
on the ground.

“That’s frustrating stuff 
that I thought we had got-
ten ahead of but it caught 
up with us today and 
really put us behind the 
chains early,” Hester said 
of the penalties. “So then 
you’ve got to fight to get in 
rhythm and we never got 
in rhythm, never passed 
the ball efficiently. So it 
was a pretty frustrating 

day offensively, but what 
you want as a team is 
when one aspect is strug-
gling and the other really 
steps up and I thought our 
defense stepped up in a 
big way and I thought spe-
cial teams played well.”

The Bulldogs shut out 
Louisburg in the second 
half and, after the Hur-
ricanes’ first possession 
resulted in a missed field-
goal attempt, didn’t let 
Louisburg into Barton 
territory again until late in 
the fourth quarter.

Barton’s best offensive 
drive of the game — an 
eight-play, 81-yard march 
midway the third quarter 
— was sparked by the run-
ning of Malcolm Wilson Jr. 
and Laquan Brown, two 
of the eight tailbacks Hes-
ter used Sunday. Wilson, 
who has been battling an 
ankle injury all season, 
led Barton with 76 yards 
on 16 carries while Brown 
picked up 45 on seven 
touches. Hester said he 
considered holding Wilson 
out but felt the experience 
outweighed the risk of get-
ting further injured.

“Those snaps are so 
valuable and so we want 
to get some looks and I 
thought he showed some 
good things,” Hester said.

Backup quarterback 
Devin Brooks showed 

some good things, particu-
larly a 14-yard TD pass 
to Anton Popov-Tropina 
that gave Barton the lead 
for keeps with 2:41 left in 
the third quarter. Then it 
was the defense’s turn to 
take center stage again. 
On Louisburg’s next pos-
session, Webb picked off 
Whitley’s pass at the Hur-
ricanes’ 27 and waltzed 
into the end zone.

Jenkins put the stamp 
on the victory when the 
former Tarboro High 
standout intercepted Hur-
ricanes backup QB Jeff 
Oakes and sprinted 77 
yards down the sideline 
for the second pick-six of 
the day.

While the Bulldogs could 
celebrate Sunday’s exhibi-
tion win, Hester reminded 
that the next season is just 
a few months away and 
there’s still a lot of work to 
be done.

“We’ve got smart guys, 
and I think they know 
that we’ve got potential, 
but we got to get better, 
and I was really hoping 
to take another step for-
ward, because I thought 
from game 1 to game 4 
we steadily increased,” 
he said. “I think we took 
a step back this week. 
Having said that, you 
know, maybe if we hadn’t 
played twice as many 
people would have been 
a little bit more efficient. 
I’m a little disappointed 
with how we played to-
day but I’m glad we got a 
win.”

Barton defensive back Darius Williams (24) runs with the ball after picking up a Louisburg 
fumble in the second quarter of Sunday’s exhibition game at Truist Stadium. The Bulldogs 
won 24-7. Matt Proseus | Special to Restoration NewsMedia

Barton quarterback Tyler Flippen (7) picks up yardage on 
a run as Louisburg linebacker Joseph Sloan IV (6) pursues 
during Sunday’s exhibition game at Truist Stadium. The 
Bulldogs won 24-7. Matt Proseus | Special to Restoration 
NewsMedia

Barton................ 24
Louisburg............. 7
  LC         BC
First Downs                     14          12

Yards rushing  124      144

Yards passing 163       33

Passes-Comp.-Int.     31-15-5 23-6-0

Punts-Average            7-36.1  10-36.0

Fumbles-Lost  3-1       1-1

Penalties-Yards          12-102 13-102

Score by quarters:
Louisburg  0    7    0     0 — 7
Barton  0    3    14   7 — 24

Scoring Summary:

LC — Robinson 15 run (Witkowski 

kick), 9:08, 2nd.

BC — Huggins 19 field goal, 0:49, 
2nd.

BC — Popov-Tropina 14 pass from 

Brooks (Huggins kick), 2:41, 3rd.

BC — Webb 27 interception return 

(Huggins kick), 1:41, 3rd.

BC — Jenkins 77 interception re-

turn (Huggins kick), 2:09, 4th.

Ex-UNC athletes join program 
to profit from college careers
The Wilson Times

CHAPEL HILL — More 
than 100 former North 
Carolina men’s basketball 
and women’s soccer play-
ers are joining a group-li-
censing program allowing 
them to profit from their 
playing days with the Tar 
Heels.

The school announced 
an agreement Tuesday 
with marketing and licens-
ing agency The Brandr 
Group (TBG), allowing for 
merchandising licensed 
products such as school-
branded apparel featuring 
those athletes’ names and 
jersey numbers after they 
have left school. Athletes 

in the group would share 
in profits from merchan-
dising pursued by TBG.

Men’s basketball play-
ers to join include cur-
rent NBA player Danny 
Green, Marvin Williams, 
Tyler Hansbrough, Sean 
May and new head men’s 
basketball coach Hubert 
Davis. For women’s soc-
cer, the list includes World 
Cup champions and 
Olympic gold medalists 
Mia Hamm and Heather 
O’Reilly.

The school said more 
athletes from those sports 
are expected to join the 
group-licensing program, 
which UNC said is the 

country’s first and could 
expand to other sports. 
TBG president and found-
er Wesley Haynes said 
merchandise would be 
available later this year.

While this plan is limited 
to former UNC athletes, 
it comes as the NCAA 
contemplates how to allow 
current college athletes 
to profit off their name, 
image and likeness (NIL) 
to modernize amateurism 
rules. Numerous states 
have passed NIL laws – 
Florida is set to be first to 
go into effect in July — 
while Congress is mulling 
national NIL legislation 
sought by the NCAA and 

Power Five conference 
commissioners.

UNC athletics direc-
tor Bubba Cunningham  
has also backed group-
licensing models  for cur-
rent college athletes as 
an alternative to having 
players secure individual 
marketing deals with third 
parties.

He has said those deals 
create the risk of reduced 
resources for lower-profile 
non-revenue sports, while 
group licensing could per-
mit current athletes to get 
a cut of ventures involving 
their sport such as video 
games, trading cards or 
jersey sales. 

for 55 yards.
“Both Triston and Mike had a tre-

mendous game,” Lucas said. “They 
also will tell you their teammates 
contributed to their performance. 
Triston contributes on offense, de-
fense and special teams. He is one of 
the most underrated players in the 
area. Mike is very talented and ath-
letic. In middle school and on our ju-
nior varsity team, he was a dynamic 
player. He is a very patient runner 
and has explosive speed.”

The game also decided who will 
make it to the playoffs. With the win, 
Wake Forest improved to 5-1 overall 
and made the 4AA state playoffs as 
the No. 5 seed in the east. 

With the loss, Heritage dropped to 
4-2 overall and finished third in the 
NAC 6 conference behind Rolesville 
and Wake Forest. The Huskies will 
miss the state playoffs for the first time 

since the school opened in 2011.
As for the Cougars, the team will 

face off against Millbrook on the 
road in the first round Friday, April 
16, at 6:30 p.m. 

Lucas said the players need to 

learn from their mistakes in the win 
at Heritage in order to improve in 
the postseason.

“We would like to build on this 
game,” Lucas said. “We need to 
continue to improve in all areas.”

Playoff: ‘We would like to build on this game’

Wake Forest running back Chris Clark tries to find an opening on a run play. 
Marty Simpkins | The Wake Weekly

continued from page 1B
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FCS to request $22.7 million in local funds
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com

LOUISBURG — Franklin 
County Schools will ask the 
county commissioners for $22.7 
million in its annual budget re-
quest. 

That’s a total increase of 
around $528,000.

The school district has to re-
quest money from the county 
every year as part of its budget 
cycle. The total comes from 
three different numbers: the 
local needs, which fund day-
to-day operations; the capital 
needs, which involve construc-
tion; and charter school funds, 
which state law requires be 
passed on to charters. 

LOCAL NEEDS

FCS is asking for around 
$17.04 million in local needs. 

This is a decrease of about 
$410,000 from the previous year, 
according to Chief Financial Of-
ficer Quinnley Coley.

These needs are the daily op-
eration of the district. 

The Board of Education ap-
proved seven funding priorities 
at its Feb. 15 meeting. Most of 
these priorities won’t be funded 
locally, according to Coley.

COVID-19 relief funding will 
allow the district to address 
student learning gaps; provide 
technology and Wi-Fi access 
to students; and hire an addi-
tional social worker to help with 
students’ social and emotional 
needs. 

State funding will help the 
district provide supplements to 
exceptional children’s teachers, 
who are difficult to find and ex-
pand its pre-K programs. 

Local funding is necessary to 
pay teachers, Coley said. FCS 

changed its classified pay tables 
this school year, which includes 
a yearly step increase of 1.5%. 
The previous pay schedule 
hadn’t been changed since 2004. 

The change allows FCS to be 
more competitive and decreases 
the amount of employee turn-
over, Coley said. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY

The district is asking for $1.5 
million for capital outlay. That’s 
an increase of about $500,000 
from the previous year, Coley 
said. 

The Board of Education ap-
proved the capital outlay fund-
ing March 15. It includes six 
parking lot projects, including 
ones at Bunn High, Franklinton 
Middle and Youngsville Elemen-
tary schools. Replacing parking 
lot lights, fire extinguishers and 
bus cameras across the district 

and security camera and safety 
upgrades are also planned for 
the 2021-22 fiscal year. 

Terrell Lane Middle School 
needs its parking lot resurfaced, 
but that money will come from 
the district’s fund balance. The 
fund balance functions similarly 
to a savings account. 

FCS also wants to make 
HVAC repairs and energy ef-
ficiency upgrades. The cost of 
both is around $350,000. The 
second COVID-19 relief bill has 
a fund for elementary and sec-
ondary schools, which can be 
used for air quality and related 
building improvements. 

Coley recommended moving 
HVAC and energy-related expens-
es to that fund. She said the shift 
would allow all paving, replace-
ment and resurfacing priorities to 
be finished alongside the HVAC 
and energy efficiency upgrades in 
the 2021-22 school year. However, 

those expenses would have to go 
back into the capital outlay bud-
get the next year. 

CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDING

FCS won’t know how much 
it owes to charter schools until 
the 2021-22 school year starts, 
but it’s estimated at $4.1 million 
to $4.2 million based on previ-
ous years. That’s an increase of 
about $439,000, according to 
Coley. She added that charter 
schools make up 19.7% of the 
district’s funding. 

Charter school funding is 
“pass-through” funds that the 
district receives and redistributes 
to charter schools, Coley said. 
Those have to be local funds. 

The county commissioners 
will receive the request at their 
Monday meeting. They will 
make a funding decision by 
June.

VGCC Endowment Fund gets new name, mission
For The Wake Weekly

HENDERSON — The 
board of directors of the 
Vance-Granville Commu-
nity College Endowment 
Fund Corporation recently 
voted to change the name 
of the nonprofit organiza-
tion to The Vance-Gran-
ville Community College 
Foundation, Inc.

The school announced 
the change April 8. 

Eddie Ferguson, who 
has served as endowment 
director and will continue 
to serve as executive di-
rector of the foundation, 
said that along with the 
name change comes a 
broadening of its mission.

“Over the years, the 
primary purpose of the 
Endowment Fund was to 
raise monies for students 
to attend VGCC,” Fergu-
son explained. “However, 
in recent years, the needs 
of the college have ex-
panded to include not 
only scholarships, but also 
funding for new programs, 
new buildings, or repur-
posing existing space. 

“State and county re-
sources have not been 
available to fund all those 
initiatives, so we feel that 
becoming a foundation 
will increase our ability to 
seek donations and grants 
from a wide variety of in-
dividuals, businesses and 
other foundations.”

The VGCC Foundation 
will continue to oversee 
the endowing of scholar-
ships, as well as contribu-
tions that can support the 

overall mission of the col-
lege. In addition, the Foun-
dation will secure grants 
from private and public 
sources to support col-
lege programs, whether 
they are in the curriculum 
(credit) or continuing edu-
cation divisions.

“For decades, Vance-
Granville has enjoyed 
strong support from many 
donors and businesses in 
our community, for which 
we are grateful,” said 
VGCC President Rachel 
Desmarais, who serves 
as the Foundation’s board 

chair. “We look forward 
to continuing to build on 
that legacy with the VGCC 
Foundation, which will 
play a key role in helping 
us meet the growing needs 
for education and training 
in our region.”

College leaders first es-
tablished the Endowment 
Fund in 1976 to receive 
scholarship donations and 
other contributions. The 
fund became inactive but 
was reactivated in 1982 
by the president of the 
college at the time, Ben 
Currin. 

Since then, the Endow-
ment Fund received more 
than $7 million in gifts, 
which enabled more than 
9,700 scholarships to 
be awarded to students. 
Scholarships have been 
endowed by numerous 
individuals, industries, 
businesses, civic groups, 
churches and the college’s 
faculty and staff. 

Tax-deductible dona-
tions have often been used 
to honor or remember a 
person, group, business 
or industry with a lasting 
gift to education. That will 
continue to be the case 
with the foundation.

In addition to Presi-
dent Desmarais, current 

VGCC Foundation board 
members include Judge 
Henry Banks, Julius Ban-
zet III, Sarah Baskerville, 
Michele Burgess, James 
W. Crawford Jr., Tanya 
Evans, Clay Frazier, Mark 
Heilman, Katharine Horn-
er, Leo Kelly, Annette My-
ers, John Nelms, Donald 
C. Seifert Sr., Val Short, 
Marshall Tanner, Joshua 
D. Towne, Todd Wemyss 
and Danny Wright.

Vance-Granville Community College 
celebrates Community College Month
For The Wake Weekly

HENDERSON — Vance-
Granville Community 
College announced last 
week that it would join 
#CCMonth, a month-long 
grassroots education and 
stigma-busting campaign 
coordinated by the As-
sociation of Community 
College Trustees. 

The primary goals of 
#CCmonth are to improve 
awareness of the econom-
ic, academic and equity 

advantages of attending 
community colleges, and 
to bust longtime stigmas 
wrongly associated with 
public two-year colleges, 
according to the college’s 
press release.

“Public community 
colleges are a uniquely 
American educational 
model that was designed 
to guarantee access to 
affordable, high-quality 
higher education for all 
people” VGCC said in a 
statement. “They are the 

primary educators of life-
saving nursing and other 
healthcare professionals 
among many others.”

Community colleges 
also help students make 
progress toward higher 
degrees, especially de-
mographically and so-
cioeconomically diverse 
students, VGCC said. 

“Community colleges are 
engines of diversity, equity 
and inclusion,” said ACCT 
President and CEO J. Noah 
Brown. “They give oppor-

tunities to all students, and 
they support all students 
throughout their educa-
tions, whether they attend 
to attain an associate de-
gree or certificate, intend to 
transfer on for a bachelor’s 
or higher degree, or they 
take one or a few courses 
to learn a new skill or ex-
pand their horizons.”

The campaign is ex-
pected to have participa-
tion from community col-
leges and their supporters 
throughout the country.

Wake Tech to resume in-person classes in fall
From staff reports

RALEIGH — Wake Tech 
students will be able to be 
on campus in the fall, of-
ficials said this month.

The community col-
lege will offer the choice 
between in-person, 
online-only and hybrid 
classes during the fall 
semester, which starts 
Aug. 16.

“We’ve been care-
fully ‘nudging toward 

normalcy’ over the spring 
semester,” college presi-
dent Dr. Scott Ralls said 
in a statement. “With vac-
cines becoming available 
and safely protocols in 
place, Wake Tech staff and 
faculty have been busily 
preparing our campuses 
to resume normal opera-
tions. We can’t wait to wel-
come our students back 
this fall.”

Wake Tech moved to 
100% online instruction in 

March 2020. The college 
gradually added back in-
person instruction at a re-
duced capacity for hands-
on classes, such as labs, 
for the current semester. 
The campus has upgraded 
its air filtration systems, 
according to Ralls.

FCS VIRTUAL ACADEMY

Franklin County Schools 
will offer a full-time virtual 
academy during the 2021-

22 school year.
The academy will offer 

completely online learn-
ing with FCS teachers. 
Students will receive 5-6 
hours of instruction with 
at least two hours of live 
instruction, the district 
said.

Students’ daily sched-
ules will be set up much 
like their in-person peers 
with high school students 
receiving four semester-
long courses, officials 

said.
The students will be 

enrolled in their base 
school, meaning if they 
live in Franklinton High’s 
attendance area, they will 
be recorded as being en-
rolled at Franklinton High 
while part of the virtual 
academy.

The program is free. 
Students will be issued a 
district-owned Chrome-
book.

Current families will 

receive applications 
from their children’s 
school starting April 12. 
New families, such as 
those transitioning from 
private schools, should 
complete the online form 
at bit.ly/FCSENROLL-
MENT.

All applications are due 
by May 15 with families 
being notified of accep-
tance by June 11.

For more information, 
visit fcschools.net.

Want to Donate?
For more information 
on giving to the VGCC 
Foundation, call 252-738-
3409 or mail contributions 
to P.O. Box 917, Henderson, 
NC 27536.

Vance-Granville Community College is celebrating its 50th 
year. It has now rebranded its endowment fund at the 
VGCC Foundation. Contributed photo

“For decades, Vance-Granville 
has enjoyed strong support from 
many donors and businesses in our 
community, for which we are grateful.”
RACHEL DESMARAIS, Vance-Granville  
Community College President
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Law Enforcement 
Torch Run

The Zebulon Police De-
partment is raising funds 
for the Special Olympics 
North Carolina by selling 
T-shirts and beach towels. 

The items are available 
at the police station, 1001 
N. Arendell Ave., Zebulon. 
To place an order, contact 
Lt. Dixon or officers Pul-
ley or Dobson at 919-823-
1827.

Autism Awareness 
T-shirts

The Wake Forest Fire 
Department is selling 
custom “Autism Aware-
ness” T-shirts with puzzle 
lettering for $20. Available 
in a variety of youth and 
adult sizes, the T-shirts 
may be ordered at http://
www.wakeforestnc.gov/
marketplace. For every T-
shirt sold, the WFFD will 
donate $2 to the Autism 
Society of NC.

Anyone who orders one 
or more T-shirts may pick 
up their order at Station 1, 
420 Elm Ave., during the 
April 16 WFFD Drive By 
Fish Fry or request to have 
it shipped to their address.

Tree tour

The town of Wake For-
est launched a new online 
tour highlighting several 
prominent trees in down-
town. Structured around 
an interactive map and 
accessible at http://www.
wakeforestnc.gov/public-
works/urban-forestry, the 
virtual tour provides the 
name and location of each 
tree, along with a photo 
and brief description.

Blood Drive

The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood 
drive at the Rolesville 
Community Center, 514 
Southtown Circle, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, 
April 16. 

Drive By Fish Fry

The Wake Forest Fire 
Department will host 
a Drive By Fish Fry on 
Friday, April 16, from 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. or until all the 
fish plates are sold. The 
drive-thru event will be of-
fered along Elm Avenue in 
front of Fire Station No. 1, 
420 Elm Ave.  

Dinners are $10 each 
and will include fried 
flounder, boiled potatoes, 
coleslaw, and hush pup-
pies. No beverages will be 
provided.

Online orders will be ac-
cepted through Thursday, 

April 15, at http://www.
wakeforestnc.gov/fire/
fish-fry.

Litter sweep

The town of Knightdale 
will join the N.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation for 
the statewide litter sweep 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 17. 

Register your group or 
individually at https://bit.
ly/3fUJaBi. Safety vests, 
gloves and trash bags will 
be provided.

Rolesville Farmers 
Market

The fourth season of the 
Rolesville Farmers Market 
begins April 17 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in conjunc-
tion with Greenway Beer 
and Wine in Rolesville 
from 3-7 p.m. The market 
will have more than 30 
vendors along with food 
trucks and some nonprofit 
booths. 

Community Plan 
visioning workshops

The town of Wake For-
est is in the process of 
updating the Community 
Plan and creating a Fu-
ture Land Use Map. On 
Saturday, April 17, from 
10-11:30 a.m., the town 
will host a virtual vision-
ing workshop that give 
residents, business own-
ers and stakeholders the 
opportunity to share their 
thoughts and opinions 
on the future of land use 
and development in Wake 
Forest.

Anyone wishing to par-
ticipate should register for 
the meeting of their choice 
at www.wakeforestnc.gov/
planning/community-plan.

Drive-up Shred-a-
thon fundraiser

The Wake Forest Purple 
Heart Foundation will host 
a drive-up Shred-a-thon 
fundraiser on Saturday, 
April 17, from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. in the parking lot 
of Patterson Hall, 101 N. 
Wingate St., on the cam-
pus of Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 

The drive-thru event will 
allow residents to shred 
office paper, manilla fold-
ers, hanging file folders, 
spiral notebooks, receipts 
and envelopes. Hardcover 
books, magazines, news-
papers, cardboard, credit 
cards, CDs, three-ring 
binders and x-rays will not 
be accepted.

Participants will be 
charged $10 per box or 
$25 for three boxes. Cash 
is preferred but checks 

and credit cards will also 
be accepted.. 

Rolesville Litter 
Sweep

The town of Rolesville 
will hold a litter sweep on 
April 17 at 9 a.m. at the 
Rolesville Police Depart-
ment parking lot. Sign 
up now to volunteer and 
to receive supplies and 
a t-shirt. For additional 
information contact Tracy 
Padgett, 919-554-6582.

Zebulon Litter 
Sweep

The Zebulon Rotary 
Club is partnering with 
the town of Zebulon in or-
ganizing a Litter Sweep on 
Saturday, April 17, from 
9 a.m. to noon. Volun-
teers will clean litter from 
the section of road from 
Walmart to the Mudcats 
Stadium. 

Breakfast and snacks 
will be available. Zebu-
lon’s mayor and Middy the 
Mudcat may give a pre-
sentation at the end. 

Sign up at https://bit.
ly/3wSSQCe.

Paper-shredding 
event

The town of Wake Forest 
will host its fifth annual 
paper-shredding event on 
Monday, April 19. Free 
and open to the public, the 
shred event will take place 
rain or shine in the park-
ing lot of the Wake Forest 
Renaissance Centre, 405 
S. Brooks St., from noon 
to 6 p.m. or until the three 
paper shredding trucks 
are full.  

All paper will be 
shredded on-site, then 
recycled. Participants 
are urged to help reduce 
contamination by remov-
ing all non-paper materi-
als in advance, such as 
plastic binders, plastic 
folders and metal tabs. In 
addition, items that can 
damage the equipment 
will not be accepted, 
such as wet or moist 
paper, hanging file fold-
ers, books (hardback or 
paperback), credit cards, 
photographs, film, DVDs 
and other metals (other 
than staples or paper 
clips), boxes, batteries, 
computer disks or other 
electronic media.

Participants will be re-
quired to unload their own 
boxes and bags of paper. 
There is a limit of four 
“banker-box” sized boxes 
or four large bags of paper 
per household or business 
and a limit of one trip per 
household.

For more information, 
visit http://bit.ly/WFPa-
perShreddingEvent or 
contact Sustainability Co-
ordinator Jeanette John-
son at 919-435-9585 or 
jjohnson@wakeforestnc.
gov.

Diabetes awareness 
Zebulon

Shepherd’s Care Medi-
cal Clinic will host a Dia-
betes awareness info table 
at the Zebulon Pop-Up 
Farmers Market on April 
21 from 4-7 p.m. 

Free glucometers and 
test strips, while supplies 
last, will be available.  

The market is at 116 N. 
Arendell Ave., Zebulon. 

Aetna Car Bingo

The Northern Wake Se-
nior Center, 235 E. Hold-
ing Ave., Wake Forest, is 
hosting car bingo April 
21 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Those 55 and older can 
turn on their car radio to 
listen to the bingo caller 
while staying in their 
car to play. Prizes are 
awarded. 

For more information, 
visit http://www.Facebook.
com/RFSSeniorCenters.

Blood drive

The American Red cross 
will hold a blood drive 
from 1-6 p.m. on April 22 
at Wake Forest Baptist 
Church, 118 E. South Ave., 
Wake Forest. 

Operation 
Medicine Drop

The Wendell Police 
Department is hosting its 
annual Operation Medi-
cine Drop as a drive-thru 
event on Saturday, April 
24, from 9-11 a.m. at the 
Wendell Fire Department 
2960 Wendell Blvd. 

Prescription medica-
tions will be collected 
for safe disposal. Illegal 
drugs, biohazardous ma-
terial or syringes aren’t 
accepted. 

‘Battle in the Forest’

The Wake Forest Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural 
Resources Department 
will host an online esports 
gaming tournament fea-
turing “Rocket League” on 
Saturday, April 24. Open 
to players ages 10 and 
older, the “Battle in the 
Forest” will be played on-
line and live streamed on 
Twitch.tv. 

Registration is open 
through Wednesday, April 
22, at https://wakefor-
estnc.recdesk.com/Com-
munity/Home. The cost is 
$5 per player.

Virtual fishing 
tournaments

The Wake Forest Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural Re-
sources Department will 
host a virtual bass fishing 
tournament for ages 13 
and older and a virtual 
youth fishing tournament 
for ages 12 and under May 
10-23.  

Online registration is 
available through Thurs-
day, April 22, at https://
wakeforestnc.recdesk.
com/Community/Home. 
The cost to participate is 
$10 for the bass tourna-
ment and $5 for the youth 
tourney. 

For more information, 
contact Community Cen-
ter Supervisor Grayson 
Pridgen at 919-554-6726 
or gpridgen@wakefor-
estnc.gov.  

Battle in the Forest

The Wake Forest Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural 
Resources Department 
will host an online esports 
gaming tournament fea-
turing “Rocket League” on 
Saturday, April 24. Open 
to players ages 10 and old-
er,  “Battle in the Forest” 
will be played online and 
live streamed on Twitch.tv. 
Registration is underway 
through Wednesday, April 
22, at https://wakefor-
estnc.recdesk.com/Com-
munity/Home. The cost is 
$5 per player.

The winning team may 
represent the Wake Forest 
in the BodyArmor State 
Games esports tourna-
ment.

For more information, 
contact community center 
supervisor Grayson Prid-
gen at 919-554-6726 or 
gpridgen@wakeforestnc.
gov.

Blood drive

The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood 
drive from 2:30-7:30 p.m. 
on April 23 at the Ameri-
can Legion Post 187, 225 
E. Holding Ave., Wake 
Forest. 

Tree of the Year

Through April 23, the 
town of Wake Forest 
Urban Forestry Division 
will accept nominations 
for the Wake Forest 2021 
Tree of the Year award. 
Trees may be nominated 
for their size, species, 
historic significance, 
personal meaning, com-
munity benefit or gen-
eral notoriety — but they 
must be located within 
the Wake Forest town 
limits.

To submit your 
choice, visit http://bit.ly/
WFTreeofYear.

Finalists will be se-
lected by town staff, then 
voted on by the com-
munity. The winner will 
be announced on Arbor 
Day, Friday, April 30.

Youth volleyball

The Wake Forest Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural Re-
sources Department will 
accept youth volleyball 
applications for girls ages 
9-16 through Friday, April 
23. Late registration will 
be offered April 23-April 
30. Register online at 
http://bit.ly/PRCRGirlsVol-
leyball.

A participant’s eligibility 
is determined by her age 
on Sept. 1, 2021. A birth 
certificate is required for 
new participants. Age divi-
sions include 9-10, 11-12 
and 13-16.

The fee is $60 for Wake 
Forest residents and $100 
for non-Wake Forest resi-
dents.

Team placement, skills 
training and practices will 
begin in May. Volunteer 
coaches are needed. For 
more information, contact 
Athletics Specialist KP 
Kilpatrick at 919-435-9457 
or kkilpatrick@wakefor-
estnc.gov.

Tai chi classes

PhysioFit of NC, a physi-
cal therapy clinic and fit-
ness studio, is hosting two 
free tai chi classes to cel-
ebrate World Tai Chi Day 
on Saturday, April 24, at 
10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
at its studio, 12335 Wake 
Union Church Rd., Suite 
204, Wake Forest. 

Tai Chi is an ancient 
form of exercise and 
meditation that helps with 
balance, focus, and mind-
fulness. The classes are an 
introduction to those new 
to the practice. No experi-
ence is necessary.

Sign up at https://www.
physiofitnc.com/schedu-
leaclass.

Blood drive

The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood 
drive from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on April 24 at Wen-
dell Falls HOA, 320 Vin-
tage Point Lane, Wendell. 

Fitness classes

To celebrate its three-
year anniversary in Wake 
Forest, PhysioFit of NC is 
hosting donation fitness 
classes in yoga, pilates, 
and tai chi to benefit the 
Tri-Area Ministry Food 
Pantry. The schedule is: 

• Tai chi: Monday, April 
26, at 10 a.m. 

• Gentle pilates: Tues-
day, April 27, at 10 a.m. 

• Gentle yoga: Wednes-
day, April 28, at 10 a.m. 

The suggested donation 
is $10 per class. Register 
online at https://www.
physiofitnc.com/schedu-
leaclass.

Blood drive

The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood 
drive from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on April 30 at Raleigh 
Family Moose Lodge, 2824 
Forestville Road, Wake 
Forest. 

Mammography 
discounts

Cardinal Points Imaging 
of the Carolinas is offering 
breast screening specials 
for uninsured women in 
April, who may qualify 
for 2D mammograms for 
$129 and 3D mammo-
grams for $179. 

Request an appointment 
at http://cardinalpointsi-
maging.com or 919-877-
5400.

50-Mile Walking 
Challenge

The Wake Forest Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural Re-
sources Department will 
commemorate National 
Physical Fitness Month in 
May by offering a 50-Mile 
Walking Challenge for 
area residents ages 11 and 
older.

The PRCR Depart-
ment is challenging area 
residents to walk a total of 
50 miles in May and use 
tracking cards to record 
their progress. 

There is no cost to 
participate, and online 

registration will be open 
throughout April at https://
wakeforestnc.recdesk.
com/Community/Home. 
The first 200 people to reg-
ister will receive a free wa-
ter bottle. Tracking cards 
are available for pickup at 
Joyner Park Community 
Center, 701 Harris Road.

Everyone who registers, 
completes 50 miles, and 
returns their tracking 
cards by Thursday, June 3, 
will receive a commemo-
rative t-shirt (while sup-
plies last) and be entered 
into a June 4 prize draw-
ing for a $50 Visa gift card.

For more information, 
contact Recreation Spe-
cialist Shawn Monday at 
919-435-9554 or smon-
day@wakeforestnc.gov.

Wake Libraries’ 
writing contest

Until April 30, kids, 
teens and adults are in-
vited to submit one origi-
nal work for consideration 
in Wake County Public 
Libraries’ writing contest, 
“Wake Writes Together.”

Librarians will read 
and evaluate each story 
on its structure, plot, 
atmosphere, originality, 
characterization, dialogue/
narration and compelling 
interest.

Prizes will be awarded for 
first, second and third place 
in each age group, and 
stories will be published on 
WCPL’s website. Winners 
will be notified on June 1.

More information and 
guidelines for submission 
are available at https://
guides.wakegov.com/
WakeWrites.

Wendell Kiwanis

Kiwanis is coming to 
Wendell. The new club is 
looking for community 
members with a desire to 
help children.  Kiwanis In-
ternational is a volunteer 
service organization that 
was founded in 1915 and 
focuses on service to chil-
dren of all ages. This new 
club will serve the kids of 
Wendell and surrounding 
East Wake county area.  

Anyone interested in 
becoming a charter mem-
ber or who wants more 
information should email 
Mike at kiwaniswendell@
gmail.com or visit http://
www.Facebook.com/Wen-
dellnckiwanis.

Monday Message

The Eastern Wake Se-
nior Center has launched 
Monday Message, a col-
laboration between busi-
nesses, government and 
Wendell’s community. 

Every Monday at 3:30 
p.m. on the Northern and 
Eastern Wake Facebook 
page, Braxton Honeycutt 
from Wendell will host a 
local celebrity business 
or civic association visitor 
to a live interview at the 
Wendell Senior Center.

Zebulon Farm 
Fresh Market

Vendor applications are 
now available for the Zeb-
ulon Farm Fresh Market’s 
seventh season. The mar-
ket will be held from 4-7 
p.m. every third Wednes-
day in April through Oc-
tober and from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. every Saturday from 
May through August. 

To register as a ven-
dor, apply at https://bit.
ly/3uac98G.

Wendell Farmer’s 
Market

Vendor applications are 
now available for the Wen-
dell Farmer’s Market at 
https://www.townofwen-
dell.com/living/farmers-
market. The season will 
run from May 1 through 
Oct. 2 every Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 

Submit Your Event
The Wake Weekly publishes 
community briefs each week 
as a free public service. Send 
calendar items, event listings 
and other news items to 
news@wakeweekly.com.
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Wake Sheriff: Shots fired in road rage incident near Rolesville
From staff reports

ROLESVILLE — A 
Spring Hope man has 
been charged with two 
gun offenses after a morn-
ing road rage incident, the 
Wake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said.

John David Davis, 38, 
was charged with felony 
discharging a weapon into 
a dwelling or occupied 
vehicle and misdemeanor 
assault with a deadly 
weapon.

Shortly after 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, deputies re-

sponded to Pulley Town 
and Louisburg roads near 
Rolesville, officials said.

Davis was traveling 
down Louisburg Road 
(U.S. Highway 401) 
when Brandon Jones 
of Wake Forest merged 
in front of his vehicle, 

witnesses told deputies, 
according to a press 
release. Afterward, at a 
stoplight, the two men 
briefly spoke to each 
other.

Jones heard two gun-
shots after he continued 
driving down Louisburg 

Road, the release said. 
Witnesses told deputies 
that Davis fired one shot 
into the payment and one 
towards Jones’ vehicle. No 
one was injured.

Deputies called Davis 
and asked he return to the 
intersection, officials said. 

He allegedly dumped the 
gun and ammo in a drain, 
which deputies later re-
covered, the release said.

Davis, of Moore Road, 
Spring Hope, was held 
in the Wake County De-
tention Center under no 
bond.

‘John Nash’ baby’s killing 
remains unsolved
By Lindell J. Kay
Restoration NewsMedia

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a weekly se-
ries examining the more than 120 cases 
of unidentified human remains discov-
ered in North Carolina. Reporter Lindell 
J. Kay produces each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope and other Res-
toration NewsMedia newspapers. This 
first installment is presented here in print. 
Future stories in the series will be shared 
on WakeWeekly.com.

ROCKY MOUNT — A baby boy found 
in a Food Lion dumpster 14 years ago 
had been strangled to death by someone 
the defenseless child would have natu-
rally expected to keep him safe.

Known only as Baby John Nash, the 
day-old infant had an elastic hair band 
tied around his neck and died of “liga-
ture strangulation,” according to previ-
ously unpublicized information con-
tained in the child’s autopsy report.

The pseudonym is a combination of 
John Doe, a name applied to unidentified 
male decedents, and the county where 
the baby was found.

A homeless man looking for food dug 
through a dumpster behind a shopping 
center on Harbor West Drive on Feb. 7, 
2007. He found Baby John Nash’s little 
body — the infant weighed 7 pounds — un-
der a Cheetos bucket. 

The man picked up the dead child, 
thinking the body to be a baby doll. 
When he realized the body belonged 
to a human infant, he sought help and 
the authorities were called.

Whether washed ashore, unearthed 
in shallow graves, stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in abandoned houses, 
killed on busy roads or located in rivers, 
ponds and along railroad tracks, more 
than 120 bodies remain unidentified in 
North Carolina. This is one of their sto-
ries.

The plastic Cheetos bucket found with 
the baby’s body wasn’t sold in the area, 
which led investigators to believe the 

child may have been from elsewhere 
and was just dumped in Rocky Mount. 
Investigators have spent a lot of time and 
effort trying to track down the bucket’s 
exact origin.

Another piece of evidence that may 
one day lead to the baby’s killer: Medi-
cal examiner Karen Vick discovered a 
single strand of long, dark hair beneath 
the hair band turned murder weapon. 
DNA technology could one day advance 
to the point the hair sample could be 
used to help identify a suspect. The hair 
could be used now to match to a sus-
pect developed through other means.

The child’s DNA could also one day 
lead to his killer.

On March 3, 1999, the body of a day-
old baby was found in a plastic bag on 
a roadside in Cumberland County. Last 
year, detectives were able to use new 
DNA technology to identify a 54-year-
old woman as the suspect in the murder 
of the infant, known only as Baby Mi-
chael.

Authorities charged Deborah 
O’Conner with first-degree murder in 
that case. Her next court date is set for 
May 11.

Rocky Mount police told WNCN-TV 
then that the department’s cold case in-
vestigators hoped the same technology 
can help identify Baby John Nash and 
catch his killer.

Rocky Mount’s current Cold Case 
Homicide Unit was formed in 2018 by 
then-interim police chief Willie Wil-
liams — who served as chief of police in 
Wilson for six years — and continued by 
Chief George Robinson, who retired at 
the end of 2020.

Anyone with information about Baby 
John Nash’s identity is asked to call the 
Rocky Mount Police Department at 252-
972-1450, Twin County Crime Stoppers 
at 910-892-2222 or Team Cold Case at 
252-406-6736. A monetary reward is 
available.

Next week’s installment in the Uniden-
tified series will report the details of an 
unknown man’s body fished out of the 
Tar River four decades ago.

UNIDENTIFIED

Dozens of bodies found across 
state remain mysteries

My 
niece 
Michelle 
Bullard 
felt safe 
watching 
televi-
sion in 
her home 
with 

friends on a January 
night in 2006. Then a 
masked man with a hand-
gun broke down the front 
door.

The intruder tied up Mi-
chelle’s friends and took 
her away. She was 23.

Nineteen hours later, 
with law enforcement 
closing in, the man who 
kidnapped Michelle shot 
himself in the heart. 
His death left my family 
with no answers as to 
Michelle’s fate. Authori-
ties conducted several 
searches, but turned up 
only her purse in the 
woods near the man’s 
family homestead.

Ten excruciatingly long 
months passed between 
Michelle’s kidnapping 

and the discovery and 
identification of her skel-
eton in the woods, found 
by a hunter five miles 
from where the purse had 
been located.

Lee County Sheriff 
Tracy Carter announced 
in late 2007 that physi-
cal evidence and witness 
statements showed David 
Earl Wilson, a 49-year-
old convicted murderer 
recently released from 
prison after 20 years, 
killed Michelle the night 
of her kidnapping and 
dumped her body in 
an old cemetery in the 
woods. She died of blunt 
force trauma to the head.

My family knows the 
pain of having a loved 
one turn into a missing 
person case. So I’ll for-
give you for thinking this 
story is about missing 
people. It’s not.

The remains of my 
niece were mercifully 
identified in short order 
after being recovered. 
But there are 120 or so 
bodies that remain un-

identified in our state, 
according to NamUs, the 
National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons 
System.

I firmly believe that 
some of those unidenti-
fied bodies belong to 

A homeless 
man digging 
for food in a 
Rocky Mount 
dumpster 
in 2007 
discovered 
the body 
of an 
unidentified 
baby boy 
covered by 
this plastic 
Cheetos 
bucket that 
investigators 
believe may 
be a clue in 
the case. 
Contributed 
photo

See MYSTERIES, Page 8B

Michelle Bullard, reporter 
Lindell J. Kay’s niece, was 
kidnapped and killed in 
2006. “My family knows 
the pain of having a loved 
one turn into a missing 
person case,” Kay writes. 
Contributed photo 

LINDELL 
KAY



8B     THE WAKE WEEKLY  |  wakeweekly.com   Friday, April 16, 2021

missing people we know 
about, but haven’t yet con-
nected the dots. The other 
bodies belong to victims 
no one reported missing 
for a myriad of reasons, 
from neglect to more sin-
ister situations.

Law enforcement does 
an admirable job find-
ing missing people and 
solving murders. Several 
clearinghouse websites 
collect information on un-
identified body cases, but 
the information isn’t pre-
sented in a proactive man-
ner. In order to resolve 
older cases from the time 
before the internet, more 
publicity is required.

Some of these cases 
haven’t received any pub-
lic attention since being 
discovered decades ago. 
A few cases have never 
been reported by the news 
media.

The more people who 
learn of these stories, 
the more likely a positive 
resolution can be reached. 
With the introduction 
you’re reading right now, 
this newspaper is launch-
ing an extensive multime-
dia project focused on un-
identified bodies in North 
Carolina.

Our plan is to present 
information — gleaned 
from multiple sources — 
about a different unidenti-
fied body case each week. 
With around 120 cases 
across the state, that will 
take us about two years. 
By putting forward these 
cases in an internet search 
engine-friendly format, 
the hope is that families of 
missing people will have a 
way of finding information 
about unidentified bodies 
that may be a match for 
their mother, daughter or 
niece.

Please join me on this 
journey as I research and 
report each week in The 
Enterprise newspaper; on 
“The Kay Files,” my show 
about unsolved crime on 
WHIG-TV; and at face-
book.com/LJKay1.

We start this week with a 
look at the 2007 death of a 
baby found in a Nash Coun-
ty dumpster, revealing to 
the public for the first time 
how the infant died.

Lindell J. Kay is The Enter-
prise’s staff writer. Reach 
him at 252-265-8117 and 
lkay@springhopeenter-
prise.com.

continued from page 7B

Mysteries: 

FRANKLIN COUNTY ARRESTS 

WAKE COUNTY ARRESTS 

The following is a list of arrests made 
April 7-13 by the Knightdale, Rolesville, 
Wake Forest, Wendell and Zebulon po-
lice departments. All information is from 
public law enforcement records.

APRIL 7

• William Andrew Cooley, 33, of N.C. 
Highway 96, Youngsville: sell or deliver 
heroin; $15,000 secured bond; Wake 
Forest Police Department. 
• Latoya Veleka Lee, 40, of South Wake-
field Road, Zebulon: simple assault 
and resisting a public officer; $12,000 
secured bond; Zebulon Police Depart-
ment.

APRIL 8

No arrests reported.

APRIL 9

• Tremel Quandre Ball, 24, of Franklin 
Street, Wake Forest: felony possession 
of a Schedule I controlled substance; 
$2,000 unsecured bond; Wake Forest 

Police Department. 

APRIL 10

• Megan Christina Beasley, 28, of Rainbow 
Court, Cary: driving while impaired 
and misdemeanor child abuse; $2,500 
secured bond; Wake Forest Police De-
partment. 
• Devin Michael Bushee, 22, of Wendell 
Falls Parkway, Wendell: possession of 
heroin; bond unavailable; Wendell Po-
lice Department. 
• Jeremie Tyrelle Hunter, 22, of Moores 
Creek Drive, Knightdale: assault by 
pointing a gun, resisting a public officer 
and felony fleeing to elude arrest with 
a motor vehicle; no bond; Wake Forest 
Police Department. 
• Randolph Brandon Starnes, 55, of Ar-
rington Road, Raleigh: possession of 
heroin; bond unavailable; Wendell Po-
lice Department. 
• Kendale Ray Sulyans, 29, of Shanda 
Drive, Raleigh: felony possession of a 
Schedule VI controlled substance, pos-
session of marijuana paraphernalia and 
possession of marijuana 0.5-1.5 ounces; 

$3,000 secured bond; Wake Forest Po-
lice Department. 

APRIL 11

• Jessica Renee Doucet, 37, of Wayside 
Farm Road, Franklinton: possession 
of heroin, possession of methamphet-
amine and possession of drug para-
phernalia; $500 secured bond; Wake 
Forest Police Department. 
• Matthew Phillip Exley, 34, of Wayside 
Farm Road, Franklinton: possess of 
methamphetamine and possession of 
marijuana paraphernalia; $5,000 se-
cured bond; Wake Forest Police Depart-
ment. 
• Stuart Daniel Kremer, 38, of Hender-
sonville, Tennessee: driving while im-
paired; $1,000 unsecured bond; Wake 
Forest Police Department. 
• Kyle Lloyd Rottenkolber, 36, of Bayview 
Drive, Wake Forest: driving while im-
paired; $1,000 secured bond; Wake For-
est Police Department. 
• April Marie Snyder, 39, of Cypres Street, 
Wendell: failure to appear; bond un-
available; Wendell Police Department. 

APRIL 12

• Delqwaun Lamontez Graves, 25, of 
Vance Street, Zebulon: possession 
with intent to sell or deliver marijuana 
and possession of a stolen motor vehi-
cle; bond unavailable; Zebulon Police 
Department.

APRIL 13

• Ellison Rudolph Brown, 67, of Shannon 
Drive, Zebulon: possession with intent 
to sell or deliver cocaine, felony main-
taining a vehicle or dwelling for the 
purpose of a controlled substance and 
possession of drug paraphernalia; bond 
unavailable; Zebulon Police Depart-
ment. 
• Ajmer Troy Cox, 33, of Fox Ridge 
Manor Road, Raleigh: two counts of 
failure to appear; $14,000 secured 
bond; Wake Forest Police Depart-
ment.
• Kwanzi Stephon Ormond, 27, of Magnolia 
Court, Clayton: felony possession of co-
caine; bond unavailable; Wendell Police 
Department. 

The following is a list of ar-
rests made April 7-13 by the 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. All information is from 
public law enforcement records.

APRIL 7

• Cordell Clarence Chapman, 37, 
Fox Park Road, Louisburg: pos-
session of a stolen firearm and 
possession with intent to sell 
or deliver marijuana; $15,000 
secured bond. 
• Sheila Crenshaw, 52, of Hildeb-
rant Drive, Franklinton: simple 
assault; no bond. 

• Sandy Marsh, 53, of Prospectus 
Lane, Franklinton: possession 
of a Schedule II controlled 
substance, violation of court 
order and possession of drug 
paraphernalia; $10,000 secured 
bond. 

APRIL 8

• Markita Lenyea Jones, 37, of 
Johns Drive, Bunn: assault by 
pointing a gun; no bond. 

APRIL 9

• Lamond Branch, 18, of Wil-

son Fuller Road, Louisburg: 
larceny, resisting public 
officer and communicat-
ing threats; $1,500 secured 
bond. 
• Tevin Devante Crudup, 28, 
of Lake Hill Drive, Raleigh: 
possession with intent to 
sell or deliver marijuana, 
possession of THC isolate 
and possession of financial 
card forgery; $5,000 secured 
bond.
• Steven Doria, 49, of Bobbitt 
Road, Kittrel: assault by stran-
gulation; no bond. 
• Zhaneikqua Laquesha Toney, 22, 

of Seven Path Road, Louisburg: 
no liability insurance and driv-
ing while license revoked; $200 
unsecured bond; 

APRIL 10

• Brittney Claudia Hicks, 28, of 
Huntington Road, Louisburg: 
expired registration card or 
tag; $1,500 secured bond.

APRIL 11

• Joshua Michael Foster, 29, of 
Dupree Drive, Louisburg: un-
supervised probation violation; 

$500 secured bond. 
• Lamont Smith, 29, of Johns 
Drive, Bunn: probation viola-
tion; $305 bond. 

APRIL 12

No arrests reported. 

APRIL 13

• Robert Jenson Jr., 19, of Lee 
Street, Wilson: two counts of 
injury to personal property, 
injury to real property and re-
sisting a public officer; $15,000 
secured bond.

Wake Forest material manufacture semifinalist for grant
For The Wake Weekly

DURHAM — A Wake Forest-based manu-
facturer was named a semifinalist in a state 
entrepreneurial grant competition last month 

NC IDEA, a private foundation committed 
to supporting entrepreneurial ambition and 
economic empowerment in North Carolina, 
announced 25 semifinalists from across the 
state in its 31st SEED grant cycle. 

Advanced Materials Manufacturing in Wake 
Forest was among the semifinalists. The start-
up was founded by N.C. State University pro-
fessor Afsaneh Rabiei, according to its web-
site, and develops composite metal foam.  

These semifinalists were chosen from 174 
competitive applications received by the 
organization. The winner will be given a 
$50,000 grant. 

“This cycle, we received a near-record 
number of grant applications, now the third 
time we have conducted our SEED process 
virtually,” said Thom Ruhe, president and 
CEO of NC IDEA. “Again, we were faced with 
the difficult challenge of narrowing down 
a competitive field of demographically and 
geographically diverse applicants. We look 
forward to learning more about the group 
that is moving forward to the next phase.”

The semifinalists were invited to submit 
a full proposal with greater details by early 
April. Finalists will then be selected to pres-
ent before a review panel comprised of 
experienced investors, industry experts and 
entrepreneurs. 

Grant recipients will be announced in early 
May. 

The $50,000 grants are intended to sup-
port business activities that validate target 
markets, reduce risk associated with early 
stage companies and help companies get to 
the point of suitability for growth; whether 
through investment or revenue.



ACROSS 

1. Health spring
4. Soda type
8. Infant’s bed
12. Negligent
13. Special nights
14. Brave person
15. “Lorenzo’s ____”
16. Comforted
18. Fake
20. Narrative writing
21. ____-been
22. List of choices
23. Resist authority
26. Mom’s compan-

ion
27. “____ Gun”
30. Historic age
31. Wooden club
32. Scaloppine meat
33. Green ____ 

Packers
34. ____ sum
35.  Troublesome
36. Thicken
38. Strong brew
39. Rug site

41. More clever
45. Mechanical
47. Mature
48. Ship deserters
49. Canary’s home
50. Pea container
51. Artist’s inspira-

tion
52. Tramped
53. Curved letter

DOWN 

1. Hog’s dinner
2. Poker holding
3. Pivot
4. Cornflakes, e.g.
5. Bread bakers
6. Heavy metal
7. Stubborn animal
8. Make butter
9. Sends on a new 

path
10. Outrages
11. Foreshadow
17. Drove too fast
19. At the time
22. Wrestling pad

23. Umbrella part
24. Distinctive 

period
25. Refuses to buy
26. Pond barrier
28. Furniture wood
29. Paper-towel 

layer
31. Speck
32. Swerve
34. Frosh’s home

35. Located
37. Not tight
38. Pedro’s pal
39. Till
40. Hawaiian party
41. Night sight
42. Masking ____
43. Self-images
44. Rose and ruby
46. Play section

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE
ARIES - YOU’LL take on a renovation 
pro ject or purchase quality applian ces 
for your home. Your friends will have a 
positive influence on you, helping you to 
strengthen your social connections and be 
more active.

TAURUS - USING your unstoppable deter-
mination, you’ll take on a variety of great 
initiatives, each more exci ting than the 
last. You’ll take ac tion even though you’re 
short on time or in an unstable financial 
situation.

GEMINI - STRESS is one of the greatest 
health threats of the modern age; if you 
don’t take time to relax, you won’t be able 
to escape it. You should adopt a more 
spiritual lifestyle that’s in line with your 
values.

CANCER - EVEN if you’re reserved, you’ll 
spend a lot of time in excellent company 
this week. You may be responsible for 
planning an important meeting at work 
or an event with your relatives.

LEO - AT work, you’ll be in line for a pro-
motion. If you’re looking for a job, you’ll 
soon find a position with a lot of potential 
for quick advancement and a successful 
future.

VIRGO - THE idea of going on vacation or 
enjoying a quick getaway will cross your 
mind. If you planned to take this trip with 
a group, it’s possible that some complica-
tions will come up.

LIBRA - YOU’LL display your generosity, 
but there are some who’ll take advantage 
of it. This will prompt you to seek more 
respect from ot hers. Your tendency to be 
outspoken will set the record straight.

SCORPIO - YOU’LL need to prepare for a 
negotiation. Whether it’s for work or a 
major purchase, it’ll require a lot of time 
and patience on your part to gather the 
necessary information.

SAGITTARIUS - THIS is an excellent week 
to settle disputes and clear up any bil ling 
errors. You’ll win your case at every turn. 
There will also be many small matters 
you need to resolve.

CAPRICORN - BUYING a property takes 
time and money. Fortunately, this under-
taking will prove to be quite pro fitable for 
you. You’ll be proud of your attempts to 
boost your self-confidence. 

AQUARIUS - YOU’LL enjoy wonderful mo-
ments with your family. Perhaps you’ll 
need to work on a project toge ther, such 
as planning a move or reorganizing your 
schedule be cause of work. This will cause 
some stress.

PISCES - AS the warmer weather sets in, 
you’ll want to spoil yourself, most likely 
with a new wardrobe. You’ll be delighted 
that your friends con tinuously invite you 
to go places.

SUDOKU TIME!
(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!
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RATHER BE COOKING

Spaghetti pie for 
you and a friend

Spaghetti is one of my fa-
vorite foods. I loved Mama’s 

spaghetti sauce 
when I was 
a child, and I 
love my version 
now. I often or-
der spaghetti at 
restaurants and 
try new ver-
sions of baked 
spaghetti at 
home.

A few weeks 
ago, I tried a bite of baked 
spaghetti pie at my daughter’s 
house. Anna recently had a 
baby, and her best friend, Em-
ily Sloop, prepared and froze a 
number of meals for Anna and 
her husband to enjoy after the 
baby was born.

I warmed a slice of the baked 
spaghetti pie for Anna when I 
was helping out at her house 
one day and took a bite myself. 
I found it delicious and asked 
Emily for her recipe.

Emily said she found the 
recipe for friendship spa-
ghetti pie on the website The 
Country Cook. The simple 
recipe comes with a bonus: 
It makes two pies. You can 
eat one and freeze one. Emily 
made a pie for her and hus-
band John and froze one for 
Anna and husband Daniel as 
well.

The recipe comes together 
quickly. While the spaghetti 
cooks, you can brown the 
ground beef and make the 
sauce.

Once those two components 
are ready, it’s just a matter of 
assembling your two pies, lay-
ering spaghetti, cheeses and 
sauce.

Emily used a disposable pie 
pan for the pie she sent to An-
na’s house.

Anna and Daniel enjoyed 
their pie, and my husband 
and I enjoyed the pie I made 
for us. The flavor is delicious. 
I enjoyed the texture of the 
spaghetti noodle “crust” and 
the creaminess of the ricotta 
cheese. I gave our second pie 

to my son, who thawed and 
baked it a few weeks later.

I need to make this recipe 
again soon. I love having meals 
stored away in the freezer for a 
busy day.

Lisa Boykin Batts has been 
writing a weekly food col-
umn since 2001. Her column 
includes recipes she and her 
family enjoy.

Friendship Spaghetti 
Pie
1 (16-ounce) 

box spaghetti

1 pound ground 
beef

1/2 cup 
chopped 
onion

1 (32-ounce) 
jar spaghetti 
sauce

4 tablespoons 
butter or 
margarine

1 cup Parmesan 
cheese, 
grated

4 eggs, beaten

1 1/2 cups 
ricotta cheese

1 teaspoon 
garlic, minced

1 teaspoon 
Italian 
seasoning (I 
used oregano 
instead)

2 cups 
mozzarella, 
shredded 

Dried parsley, 
for topping 
(optional)

Cook spaghetti according to 
package directions.

Make sure to season the boiling 
water with sea salt or kosher salt 
and olive oil before adding the 
spaghetti.

While spaghetti noodles are 
cooking, start cooking ground 
beef and onions.

After meat is browned and 
crumbled, turn off heat and drain 
excess grease.

Put meat back into pan and then 
stir in spaghetti sauce.

Leave it in the pan until ready to 
use.

Once spaghetti has been cooked 
and drained, turn off heat.

Pour spaghetti noodles back into 
pot.

Stir in butter until it melts and 
coats the spaghetti well.

Then stir in beaten eggs and Par-
mesan cheese. Stir quickly.

Set out two 9-inch (ungreased) 
pie pans and evenly divide spa-
ghetti noodle mixture into each 
pan.

In a medium bowl, combine ricot-
ta cheese with garlic and Italian 
seasoning. Stir well.

Evenly distribute cheese mix-

ture over each pan of spaghetti 
noodles. Drop it all over by small 
spoonfuls.

Then take the back of the spoon 
(or a butter knife) and spread 
ricotta out evenly over the 
noodles.

Top each pie with meat sauce. 
Evenly dividing it between both 
pans.

Finally, top each pie with shred-
ded mozzarella. Again, dividing it 
evenly between each pan.

Directions for immediate cook-
ing: Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Place the pie tin on a cookie sheet 

(this will make it easier to put in 
and take out of the oven.) Bake 
pie for about 25 minutes until 
bubbly and cheese is melted.

Directions for freezing: Cover 
well with plastic wrap. Then 
wrap it with a layer of aluminum 
foil. If your disposable pie tin 
came with a lid, put the lid on 
top as well. Then freeze. When 
cooking from frozen, remove all 
plastic wrap and aluminum foil 
and any lids, etc. Place pie tin on 
cookie sheet and bake uncovered 
for about 45 minutes until bubbly 
and cheese is melted.
TheCountryCook.net

This yummy spaghetti pie recipe makes a pie to eat and a pie to freeze. Lisa Boykin Batts | Restoration NewsMedia

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS
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Help Wanted MiscellaneousNOTICES

Adult Care
Need 2 Semi Volunteer

Christian caregivers for wonderful
90 year old Father in East Raleigh.

Need 24/7 care. Dad Covid
vaccinated and care giver must be
also. My main caregiver out for 2
months soon. 4 to 5 days/nights
available. 24/72 hr shifts straight
through. Really need help if able.

Please leave clear voicemail.
773-251-5957. Thank you much!

RENTALS

House For Rent
FOR RENT

1BD, 1 Bath House on Large Lot.
All Electric, No Water Bill,

Some Appliances, 15 minutes from
Wake Forest, $775 monthly.
Email: lumoe55@gmail.com

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BY THE TOWN OF ROLESVILLE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 
The public will take notice that the 
Town of Rolesville Board of Com-
missioners will hold a public hearing 
beginning at 7 pm, or as soon 
thereafter as possible, on Tuesday, 
May 4, 2021 in the Board Chambers 
of Town Hall at 502 Southtown 
Circle. Said hearing is being held  
to consider UDO Map Amendment 
Case MA20-04, rezoning of 13.102 
acres located at 2005 and 2033 
Wait Avenue, Wake County PIN# 
1850962688 and 1850965586 to 
R-III-Conditional Zoning District. The 
public is encouraged to attend.
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 2021

ALL PERSONS, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against John 
Patrick Littlejohn, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before June 26th, 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.  
This the 26th day of March, 2021. 
Michelle Littlejohn, Administrator of 
the Estate of John Patrick Littlejohn, 
c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Attorney, 155 
Parkway Office Court, Suite 200, 
Cary, NC 27518.
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WAKE FOREST

URBAN FORESTRY BOARD 
MEETING

 
The public will take notice that the 
Urban Forestry Advisory Board will 
hold a meeting on April 27, 2021 
starting at 6:30pm via Zoom. 

To join the meeting via audio 
through Zoom, visit https://zoom.
us/j/96 815159221 and enter Meet-
ing ID: 968 1515 9221.

To call in and listen to the meeting, 
call 1-301-715-8592. When prompt-
ed, enter Meeting ID:  96815159221 
#.  Depending on your carrier, long 
distances charges may apply.

All interested citizens are invited 
to listen to the meeting.  Please 
contact the town clerk if any ques-
tions, dharris@wakeforestnc.gov; 
919-435-9413.
 
Deeda Harris, Town Clerk
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 2021

TOWN OF WAKE FOREST
PARKS, RECRECEATION &
CULTURAL RESOURCES

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
 
The public will take notice that 
the Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Resources Advisory Board will hold 
a meeting on April 26, 2021 starting 
at 6:30pm via Zoom.  

To join the meeting via audio 
through Zoom, visit https://zoom.
us/j/96 685231549?, enter Meeting 
ID: 966 8523 1549 and Passcode: 
321560. 

To call in and listen to the meet-
ing, call 1-929-205-6099. When 
prompted, enter meeting ID: 966 
8523 1549# and Passcode: 321560. 
Depending on your carrier, long 
distances charges may apply. 

All interested citizens are invited 
to listen to the meeting.  Please 
contact the town clerk if any ques-
tions, dharris@wakeforestnc.gov; 
919-435-9413. 

Deeda Harris, Town Clerk
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BY THE TOWN OF ROLESVILLE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The public will take notice that the 
Town of Rolesville Board of Com-
missioners will hold a public hearing 
beginning at 7 pm, or as soon 
thereafter as possible, on Tuesday, 
May 4, 2021 in the Council Cham-
bers of Town Hall at 502 Southtown 
Circle. Said hearing is being held 
in accordance with the provisions 
of North Carolina General Statute 
160A-20(g) for consideration of the 
proposed purchase and financing 
of real property located at 406 and 
408 East Young Street, designated 
by Wake County PINs 1769102240, 
1768098727, 1769101402, and 
1768094465. The public is encour-
aged to attend.

Robin Peyton
Town Clerk
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE Gate-
keeper Self Storage at the following 

locations: Starting on April 24, 2021 
at 10:00 a.m. Location: 2845 U.S. 
Highway One, Franklinton, N.C. 
27525 Unit B038 Adam Hight Unit 
C011 Jason Sullivan To follow the 
Franklinton auction: Location: 20 
Gatekeeper Drive, Youngsville, 
N.C. 27596 Unit J606 Amanda 
Bridges Unit J612 Ashley Williams 
In accordance with the provisions of 
N.C.G.S. (C) and (D) and pursuant 
to the assertion of a lien for rental, 
the personal property of those listed 
above will be sold on SATURDAY 
April 24, 2021 at the Gatekeeper 
locations listed above.
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION STATE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA FRANKLIN 
COUNTY In the General Court 
of Justice, District Court Division. 
20-CVD-571. CAMERON BEST, 
PLAINTIFF V. CHARLES CHAP-
PELL, DEFENDANT. To CHARLES 
CHAPPELL: Take notice that a 
pleading seeking relief against you 
has been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief being 
sought is as follows: Breach of Con-
tract, Unjust Enrichment, Unfair and 
Deceptive Trade Practices. You are 
required to make defense to such 
pleading not later than 40 days from 
the first publication of this notice 
published originally on the 2nd day 
of April, 2021 and upon your failure 
to do so the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the court for 
the relief sought. This, the 2nd day 
of April, 2021. Lawrence Edward 
Tickle, Jr., Attorney for Plaintiff. 
206 S. Main Street, Louisburg, NC 
27549.
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NORTH CAROLINA                                 
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE SUPERIOR COURT 
DIVISION WAKE COUNTY                                         
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NO: 21-E-1045

IN RE: ESTATE OF
JAMES EDWARD MARTIN

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE UNDERSIGNED having 
qualified as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF JAMES EDWARD MARTIN, 
Deceased, in the Office of the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Wake County, 
does hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the said Decedent to pres-
ent them to the undersigned on or 
before July 5, 2021, said date being 
at least three months from the date 
of the first publication or posting of 
this Notice as indicated below, or the 
same will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immediate 
payment.
This Notice is given pursuant to the 
provisions of G.S. 28A-14-1.
This the 24 th day of March, 2021
Vicki Carter, Executor
ESTATE OF JAMES EDWARD 
MARTIN
5512 Newberry Drive
Raleigh, NC 27609
Taylor Avioli
Narron Wenzel, P.A.
5400 Glenwood Ave., Suite 201
Raleigh, NC 27612
[April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021]
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

Notice to Creditors
Having qualified as Executrix of the 
Estate of Harriet Ganatsiou late of 
1708 Baker Rd., Raleigh, NC 27607, 
the undersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at Gavigan Law, PLLC, 
10700 Sikes Place, Suite 375, 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28277, 
Attn. Timothy B. Gavigan, on or 
before the 2nd day of July, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This the 2nd day of April, 2021 .

Betsy G. Higgins
Estate of Harriet Ganatsiou

Timothy B. Gavigan
Gavigan Law, PLLC
10700 Sikes Place, Suite 375
Charlotte, North Carolina 28277
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

Notice to Creditors

Having qualified as ADMINIS-
TRATOR of the estate of the late 
William David Rowland, formerly 
of 1421 Shady Rise Glen, Raleigh, 
NC 27603, Wake County, North 
Carolina, Katie Ann Glennon, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the attorney of the 
undersigned at OMEGA ELDER 
LAW, PO Box 820, Fuquay Varina, 
NC 27526 and the ADMINISTRA-
TOR at 1421 Shady Rise Glen, 
Raleigh, NC 27603 on or before 

the 10th day of July, 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms, and 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This is the 1st day of April, 2021.

Omega Elder Law, for                                                                                                                     
Katie Ann Glennon, ADMINISTRA-
TOR of the
Estate of William David Rowland
Janna M. Wallace, Esq.
Omega Elder Law
PO Box 820
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing. Notice is 
hereby given pursuant to the provi-
sions of Article 2.2.2 of the Town 
of Zebulon Unified Development 
Ordinance that a public hearing will 
be held on April 19, 2021 at 7:00 
PM at the Zebulon Municipal Com-
plex, 1003 N. Arendell Avenue, 
and will be conducted by the Board 
of Commissioners of the Town of Ze-
bulon for the purpose of considering 
the following item: 
Text Amendments to the Town of 
Zebulon Unified Development Ordi-
nance and Chapters 8, 95, 151, 153 
of the Zebulon Code of Ordinances 
to update references and language 
to conform to North Carolina Gen-
eral Statute 160D.     
Due to potential social distancing 
and occupancy limits related to the 
State’s COVID-19 Order, in-person 
public comments will be accepted; 
however, the Town of Zebulon 
encourages that all public comments 
be submitted to Deputy Town Clerk 
Stacie Paratore at SParatore@
TownofZebulon.org no later than 
12:00 Noon on the day of the hear-
ing to be read into the record. The 
meeting will be streamed live and 
links will be provided along with the 
full application packet and documen-
tation on the Town of Zebulon web 
page at https://www.townofze bulon.
org/agendas-minutes. For questions 
or additional information, please 
contact us at (919) 823-1808.
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 2021

Notice of Public Sale
April 23, 2021 at 8:00 A.M.

In accordance with the North 
Carolina State Lien Laws, General 
Sections 44A-40 et. Seq., and 44A-
43(c), in particular, Notice is herby 
given that:

A-1 Personal  Storage at 10880 Star 
Road Wake Forest, NC 27587 (the 
“Lienor”) is holding a sale, by public 
auction, as follows:

A sale of the property stored in Units 
458, 467, 449, 378 and B131 online 
at www.lockerfox.com. The Auction 
will begin on April 23, 2021 at 8:00 
A.M.

The various items of personal 
property are being sold pursuant to 
the assertion of a Lien for rental at 
the above-referenced self-service 
storage facility.

The sale shall occur at:
Place: www.lockerfox.com
Date: April 23, 2021
Time: 8:00 a.m.

B131    Keinosha Williams
378 Michelle Pepper
449 James Ellerbe
467 Darryl Ware
458 Robert Cestaro

The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 2021

Notice to Creditors

Having qualified as EXECUTOR 
of the estate of the late John Lee 
Myers, formerly of 107 Quarterpath, 
Cary, NC 27518 , Wake County, 
North Carolina, Cheryl A. Myers, 
does hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said decedent 
to exhibit them to the attorney of 
the undersigned at OMEGA ELDER 
LAW, PO Box 820, Fuquay Varina, 
NC 27526 and the Executor at 107 
Quarterpath, Cary, NC 27518 on or 
before the 27th day of June, 2021 
or this notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, firms, 
and corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.

This is the 18th day of March, 2021.

Omega Elder Law, for                                                                                                                     
Cheryl A. Myers, Executor of the
Estate of John Lee Myers
Janna M. Wallace, Esq.
Omega Elder Law
PO Box 820
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

Notice of Public Sale
April 23, 2021 at 8:00 A.M.

In accordance with the North 

Carolina State Lien Laws, General 
Sections 44A-40 et. Seq., and 44A-
43(c), in particular, Notice is herby 
given that:

A-1 Personal  Storage at 10120 
Durant Road. Raleigh, N.C. 27614 
(the “Lienor”) is holding a sale, by 
public auction, as follows:

A sale of the property stored in Units 
216, 131, 010, 082, 083, 142, 144, 
041 and 060 online at www.lock-
erfox.com. The Auction will begin on 
April 23, 2021 at 8:00 A.M.

The various items of personal 
property are being sold pursuant to 
the assertion of a Lien for rental at 
the above-referenced self-service 
storage facility.

The sale shall occur at:
Place: www.lockerfox.com
Date: April 23, 2021
Time: 8:00 a.m.

041 Jason Occena
060 Jason Occena
144 Jason Occena
142 Jason Occena
082 Deborah Sena
083 Deborah Sena
010 Thomas Young
131 Gwyndle Jones

The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 2021

Public Notice

The public will take notice that the 
Wendell Board of Commissioners 
has scheduled a Special-Called 
Meeting to hold an evidentiary 
hearing on Friday, April 30, 2021 at 
6:00 P.M. at the Wendell Commu-
nity Center located at 601 W. Third 
Street, Wendell. The purpose of the 
evidentiary hearing is to consider 
a Special Use request by Sigurd 
Westerlund to permit a private club 
with alcohol sales at 5 North Main 
Street (PIN #1783697865).

Interested parties and citizens may 
have an opportunity to speak about 
the proposed Special Use request. 
Additional information may be ob-
tained on request from the Town of 
Wendell, 15 E. Fourth Street, Wen-
dell, North Carolina, 27591. Please 
go to www.townofwendell.com and 
refer to the meeting agenda for 
further information.

Megan Howard
Town Clerk

The Wake Weekly: 4/16/21; 4/23/21
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 2021

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GEN-
ERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
WAKE COUNTY BEFORE THE 
CLERK FILE NO: 21-E-1010
IN RE: ESTATE OF
EILEEN EVANS TRAWICK
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE UNDERSIGNED having 
qualified as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF EILEEN EVANS TRAWICK, 
Deceased, in the Office of the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Wake County, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the said Decedent to 
present them to the undersigned on 
or before July 12, 2021, said date 
being at least three months from the 
date of the first publication or post-
ing of this Notice as indicated below, 
or the same will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.
This Notice is given pursuant to the 
provisions of G.S. 28A-14-1.
This the 1 st day of April, 2021
Steve Trawick, Executor
ESTATE OF EILEEN EVANS 
TRAWICK
1870 Chattahoochee Run Drive
Swanee, GA 30024
Taylor Avioli
Narron Wenzel, P.A.
5400 Glenwood Ave., Suite 201
Raleigh, NC 27612
[April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021]
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WAKE FOREST
TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY 

BOARD MEETING
 
The public will take notice that the 
Technology Advisory Board will hold 
a meeting on April 26, 2021 starting 
at 6:30pm via Zoom. To listen to 
the meeting, please follow these 
instructions:

To join the meeting via audio 
through Zoom, visit https://zoom.
us/j/95 120070387and enter Meet-
ing ID: 951 2007 0387.

To call in and listen to the meet-
ing, call 1-984-212-5698. When 
prompted, enter Meeting ID: 951 
2007 0387 #.  Depending on your 
carrier, long distances charges may 
apply.

All interested citizens are invited 
to listen to the meeting.  Please 
contact the town clerk if any ques-
tions, dharris@wakeforestnc.gov; 
919-435-9413. 

Deeda Harris, Town Clerk
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 2021

ALL PERSONS, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Eileen 
Lecce, aka Eileen Kutzer Lecce, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before July 9, 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make imme-
diate payment. This the 9th of April, 
2021. James H. Clare, Executor of 
the Estate of Eileen Kutzer Lecce, 
c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Attorney, 155 
Parkway Office Court, Suite 200, 
Cary, NC 27518.
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

Notice to Creditors

Having qualified as ADMINIS-
TRATOR of the estate of the late 
Howard B. Midgette, Jr., formerly of 
1307 Buckingham Road, Garner, 
NC 27529 , Wake County, North 
Carolina, Lucinda Wilbur, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the attorney of the 
undersigned at OMEGA ELDER 
LAW, PO Box 820, Fuquay Varina, 
NC 27526 and the ADMINISTRA-
TOR at 4517 Vitex Street, Garner, 
NC 27529 on or before the 27th 
day of June, 2021 or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons, firms, and corpora-
tions indebted to the said estate will 
please make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.

This is the 22nd day of March, 2021.

Omega Elder Law, for                                                                                                                     
Lucinda Wilbur, ADMINISTRATOR 
of the
Estate of Howard B. Midgette, Jr.
Janna M. Wallace, Esq.
Omega Elder Law
PO Box 820
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Aileen Casey Griffin

FILE NO. 21-E-1053
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Aileen Casey 
Griffin, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 14 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Leigh Griffin Duque, Limited Per-
sonal Representative
C/O Carolina Family Estate Planning
201 Commonwealth Court, Suite 
100
Cary, NC 27511
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Katherine Ratley 

Almond
FILE NO. 2021 E 000693

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Katherine 
Ratley Almond, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Marcus Pierce Almond, Title of 
fiduciary is executor.
1020 N CENTER ST
Hickory, NC 28601
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Margaret Paiva 

Schepp a/k/a Margaret P. Schepp 
a/k/a Margaret Dement Schepp

FILE NO. 21E1004
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Margaret 
Paiva Schepp a/k/a Margaret P. 
Schepp a/k/a Margaret Dement 
Schepp, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Betty D. Wrenn, Executor
C/O Warren, Shackleford & Thomas, 
P.L.L.C.
343 South White Street
Wake Forest, NC 27587
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF James Lloyd Tudor

FILE NO. 2021E000817
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against James Lloyd 
Tudor, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Donna Tudor Buchanan, Executor
C/O Vann Attorneys, PLLC
1720 Hillsborough Street, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27605
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF EDWARD ODON 

WOOLNER
FILE NO. 21 E 788

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against EDWARD 
ODON WOOLNER, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 07 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
DARLIENE SWEETEN WOOLNER, 
EXECUTOR
C/O WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON 
(US) LLP
555 FAYETTEVILLE STREET, 
SUITE 1100
RALEIGH, NC 27601
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Rosalee S Thomas

FILE NO. 2021 E 000701
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Rosalee 
S Thomas, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Brian M. Thomas, Executor
C/O Envisage Law

2601 Oberlin Rd, Ste 100 Raleigh 
NC 27608
5812 Conly Dr Raleigh, NC 27603
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Dennis Keith Slusher

FILE NO. 21-E-768
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Dennis Keith 
Slusher, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Patricia Dwyer, Administrator
C/O Hopler, Wilms & Hanna, PLLC
2314 S Miami Blvd Ste 151
Durham, NC 27703
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Shirley Ann Jeffries

FILE NO. 21-E-767
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Shirley Ann 
Jeffries, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Cherie Elizabeth Jeffries, a/k/a, 
Cherie Elizabeth Brown Jeffries, 
Executor
C/O Hopler, Wilms & Hanna, PLLC
2113 Eastgate Way
Tallahassee, FL 32308
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Louise Grace Savio

FILE NO. 21 E 1232
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Louise Grace 
Savio, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Yvonne Steveson, Executor
1100 Shackamaxon St., Apt. 3D
Philadelphia, PA 19125
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Mary Bright Yancey

FILE NO. 2021E000258
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Mary Bright 
Yancey, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Victor B Yancey, Fiduciary
3103 Landor Road
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Carolina Parisi

FILE NO. 2020-E-2662
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Carolina 
Parisi, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Michael Parisi, Limited Personal 
Representative
Theresa Massa, Limited Personal 
Representative
C/O W. G. Alexander & Associates, 
PLLC
3717 Benson Drive
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Steve Lawrence Patty

FILE NO. 2018 E 4117
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Steve 
Lawrence Patty, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Jonathan W Anderson, Administra-
tor DBN
PO Box 6356
Raleigh, NC 27628
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF John A Remling

FILE NO. 21 E 1067
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against John A Rem-
ling, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Susan R Wagner, Executor
C/O WG Alexander & Associates
3717 Benson Dr
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Connie Kennedy Mat-
tocks aka Connie Grey Mattocks

FILE NO. 2020E1961
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Connie 
Kennedy Mattocks aka Connie 
Grey Mattocks, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Michael Eugene Grice, Executor
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C/O Carolina Family Estate Planning
201 Commonwealth Court, Suite 
100
Cary, NC 27511
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Dwight David Dickens

FILE NO. 2021E000730
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Dwight David 
Dickens, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Ashley Elizabeth Dickens, Co-
Administrator
618 Stone Street
Haw River, NC 27258
Sarah Christine Dickens, Co-
Administrator
1017 Spike Road Lot A
Hillsborough, NC 27278
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Kenneth Eugene 

Fillingim
FILE NO. 2021 E 001118

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Kenneth Eu-
gene Fillingim, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Steve Brantley, to manage the 
estate to best of my knowledge
202 Artesian drive
garner nc 27529
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Jenna Stacey Oetjen

FILE NO. 2021-E-952
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Jenna Stacey 
Oetjen, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Ronald L. Oetjen, Executor
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group, PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue Suite 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Annie Artesona

FILE NO. 20 E 4307
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Annie Arte-
sona, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Tina Boatwright, Administrator
C/O Elizabeth Boyette, Jackson 
Law, PC
3605 Glenwood Ave, Ste 480
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Richard Glenn Sacha-
riat Sr a/k/a Richard G. Sachariat 

a/k/a Richard Glenn Sachariat
FILE NO. 2021-E-950

All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Richard 
Glenn Sachariat Sr a/k/a Richard G. 
Sachariat a/k/a Richard Glenn Sa-
chariat, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Valerie Daniel Sachariat, Adminis-
trator
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group, PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue Ste 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Edwin Harold Perkins

FILE NO. 21 E 772
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Edwin Harold 
Perkins, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Edwin H. Perkins, Jr., Executor
36 Landsend Drive
Gaithersberg, MD 20878
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Thomas Ashby 

Newby Jr a/k/a Thomas A. Newby
FILE NO. 2021-E-396

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Thomas 
Ashby Newby Jr a/k/a Thomas A. 
Newby, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Charlotte H. Newby, Executor
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group, PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue Ste 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Della Mae Van Fleet

FILE NO. 2021-E-1384
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Della 
Mae Van Fleet, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 21 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Rhonda V. Evans, Executor
C/O Huston Law Firm
5540 Centerview Drive, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27606
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF Brenda Love Gaffney 
a/k/a Brenda Lee Gaffney

FILE NO. 2021-E-401
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Brenda Love 
Gaffney a/k/a Brenda Lee Gaffney, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before Jul 07 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Michael Leonard Gaffney, Admin-
istrator
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group, PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue Ste 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Ruby L. Sitar aka 

Ruby Marie Sitar
FILE NO. 2020-E-4355

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Ruby L. Sitar 
aka Ruby Marie Sitar, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 07 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Catherine Earl, Executor
C/O Carolina Family Estate Planning
201 Commonwealth Court, Suite 
100
Cary, NC 27511
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Sarah Allen Drake

FILE NO. 2021-E-949
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Sarah Allen 
Drake, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Patti K. Drake Sadler, Co-Executor
Robert A. Drake Jr., Co-Executor
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue Suite 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Milenko Devic

FILE NO. 2021E224
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Milenko 
Devic, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 07 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Margaret Scott, Executor
C/O Becker Law Offices, PC
3116 Sweet Cherry Court
Raleigh, NC 27614
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Charles Derrick Jen-

nings
FILE NO. 20 E 4184

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Charles Der-
rick Jennings, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Florizell J. Daniels, Administrator
Ingrid J. Dark, Administrator
C/O Law Office of Michael Paul, 
PLLC
c/o P.O. Box 292
Rolesville, NC 27571
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Howard Melvin Loy

FILE NO. 2021 E 001210
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Howard Mel-
vin Loy, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 14 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Larry Loy, Executor
8401 Caldbeck Drive
Raleigh, NC 27615
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Gladys May Ulrich

FILE NO. 2021 E 951
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Gladys May 
Ulrich, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jun 30 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Scott Ulrich, Executor
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group, PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue, Suite 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Uzi Nissan
FILE NO. 2021 E 001147

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Uzi Nissan, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before Jul 14 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Samra Nissan, Administrator
C/O Grey Dog Attorneys at Law
7151 O’Kelly Chapel Rd. #142
Cary, North Carolina 27519
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Lawrence C. Gibbons

FILE NO. 21 E 982
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Lawrence 
C. Gibbons, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.

Kimberly A. Gibbons, Executor
c/o Andrea L. Hinshaw, 2626 Glen-
wood Ave., Ste. 560
Raleigh, NC 27608
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Robert Joseph Ven-

nard III
FILE NO. 20 E 3666

All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Robert 
Joseph Vennard III, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 14 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Helen Donna Vennard, Executor
C/O Heyward Wall Law, P.A.
132 Partlo St.
Garner, NC 27529
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Roy Thomas Parrish

FILE NO. 2021 E 452
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Roy Thomas 
Parrish, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jun 30 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Tracy Esterly, Executor
C/O WG Alexander & Associates
3717 Benson Dr
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Susan Konchal Stag

FILE NO. 21 E 1289
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Susan 
Konchal Stag, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Richard Gardner Stag, Jr., Limited 
Personal Representative
C/O Kirschbaum, Nanney, Keenan, 
& Griffin P.A.
3714 Benson Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Arthur Gary Hon-

eycutt
FILE NO. 2021 E 000675

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Arthur Gary 
Honeycutt, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Christopher Lewis Hancock, Execu-
tor
C/O Law Offices of Gregory M. 
Katzman, PLLC
3819 Park Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Carolyn Jeanine Tims

FILE NO. 21E001027
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Carolyn 
Jeanine Tims, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 21 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Raymond Lindsey Tims, Executor
C/O Gay & McNally, LLP
PO Box 10
Zebulon, NC 27597
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF CAROLYN BELLE 

MARTIN
FILE NO. 2020 E 002509

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against CAROLYN 
BELLE MARTIN, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
CAROLYN AMANDA MARTIN, 
Executor
C/O The Wooten Law Firm
4030 Wake Forest Road Suite 300
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MILDRED GROGAN 

PROCTOR
FILE NO. 2021 E 001000

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against 
MILDRED GROGAN PROCTOR, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before Jul 14 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
PAUL WAYNE PROCTOR
CO-EXECUTOR
6141 RIVER SOUND CIRCLE
SOUTHPORT, NC 28461
GARY STEVEN PROCTOR
CO-EXECUTOR
6141 RIVER SOUND CIRCLE
SOUTHPORT, NC 28461
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Allison Hartwick Mills

FILE NO. 2021 E 001205
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Allison 
Hartwick Mills, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Allison Mills Woodlief, Executor
C/O Envisage
8933 Woodlief Road
Wake Forest, NC 27587
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF William Thomas 

Hudson
FILE NO. 15-E-2559

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against William Thom-
as Hudson, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.

Claims should be submitted to: 
Faye Barnes Hudson, Executor
804 Thompson Rd.
Garner, NC 27529
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Keith William Dickens

FILE NO. 2021E001140
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Keith William 
Dickens, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Ashley Elizabeth Dickens, Co-
Administrator
618 Stone Street
Haw River, NC 27528
Sarah Christine Dickens, Co-
Administrator
1017 Spike Rd. Lot A
Hillsborough, NC 27278
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Edeltraud Anita 

Strickland
FILE NO. 2021E000636

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Edeltraud 
Anita Strickland, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
James G Kimbrough Jr, ADMINIS-
TRATOR
1102 Infinity Road
Durham, NC 27712
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Toni Elaine Gordon, 
aka Tonie E. Gordon, aka Tonie 

Elaine Gordon
FILE NO. 21 E 793

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Toni Elaine 
Gordon, aka Tonie E. Gordon, aka 
Tonie Elaine Gordon, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 21 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Sandra Santiago, Executor
c/o Andrea L. Hinshaw, 2626 Glen-
wood Ave., Ste. 560
Raleigh, NC 27608
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF PEARL C. PEPPERS

FILE NO. 21 E 1051
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against PEARL C. 
PEPPERS, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Carolyn A. Peppers, Administrator
C/O The Law Offices of John K. 
Cook, P.A.
215 E. Jones Street
Wake Forest, NC 27587
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Willie Morris

FILE NO. 21-E-1029
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Willie Morris, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before Jul 21 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
FAWN MCCLAMB, Administrator
C/O C. Terrell Thomas, Jr.
3225 Trassacks Drive
Raleigh, NC 27610
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Henry J. Kuhn

FILE NO. 2021 E 001070
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Henry J. 
Kuhn, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 14 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Rochelle Kimmel, The fiduciary is 
fully authorized by the laws of North 
Carolina to receive and administer 
all of the assets belonging to the 
estate.

Claims should be submitted to:
Rochelle Kimmel
c/o I. Allan From, HSF,
5410 Trinity Rd., Ste. 210
Raleigh, NC 27607
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Regina Veronica 
Sisinni a/k/a Regina Sisinni

FILE NO. 2021-E-273
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Regina Ve-
ronica Sisinni a/k/a Regina Sisinni, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before Jun 30 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Peter Joseph Sisinni, Executor
C/O Brady Cobin Law Group, PLLC
4141 Parklake Avenue, Ste 130
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Gary W. Richardson 
(aka Gary Wesley Richardson)

FILE NO. 2021-E-847
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Gary 
W. Richardson (aka Gary Wesley 
Richardson), deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Cheryl R. Emory, Executor
C/O Kratt Dedmond & Associates, 
PLLC
5623 Duraleigh Road, Suite 111
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Dorothy Green Par-

rish
FILE NO. 2021 E 001129

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Dorothy 
Green Parrish, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Patricia Parrish Payne, Executor
8512 Crowder RD
Raleigh, NC 27603
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Eugene Tabron

FILE NO. 21-E-0154
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Eugene 
Tabron, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 14 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Tawanna Hatley Harris, Administra-
tor
C/O Kratt Dedmond & Associates, 
PLLC
5623 Duraleigh Road, Suite 111
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Peter P. Joos

FILE NO. 2021-E-1136
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Peter P. Joos, 
deceased, of Wake County, N.C., 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before Jun 30 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Nancy W. Joos, Executor
C/O Satisky & Silverstein, LLP
415 Hillsborough Street, Ste. 201
Raleigh, NC 27603
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF PETER FREDERICK 

HECKER
FILE NO. 21-E-1095

All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against PETER 
FREDERICK HECKER, deceased, 
of Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 14 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
SHARON D. HECKER, ADMINIS-
TRATOR
C/O KRATT DEDMOND & ASSOCI-
ATES, PLLC
5623 Duraleigh Rd, Suite 111
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Ilene Horton Sherron

FILE NO. 21-E-1032
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Ilene Horton 
Sherron, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
WYATTE R. SHERRON, Adminis-
trator
C/O C. Terrell Thomas, Jr.
1116 Grady Ray Road
Wendell, NC 27591
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF JACOB L. WILLIAMS

FILE NO. 21 E 1064
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against JACOB L. 
WILLIAMS, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
Cora E. Mitchell, Executor
C/O The Law Offices of John K. 
Cook, P.A.
215 E. Jones Street
Wake Forest, NC 27587
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Alan Douglas Zurof-

sky
FILE NO. 21 E 792

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Alan Douglas 
Zurofsky, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Julia E. Jones, Administrator
c/o Andrea L. Hinshaw, 2626 Glen-
wood Ave., Ste. 560
Raleigh, NC 27608
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Donald Lewis John-

ston
FILE NO. 2021-E-1383

All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Donald 
Lewis Johnston, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 

the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
John Johnston, Administrator
C/O Huston Law Firm, PLLC
c/o Huston Law Firm, 5540 Center-
view Drive, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27606
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Charles Brian Perkins

FILE NO. 20 E 4123
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Charles Brian 
Perkins, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jun 30 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Catherine Perkins, Executor
C/O Mast Law Firm - Attorney Ron 
Trimyer
5842 NC Hwy. 42 W
Garner, NC 27529
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Susan Jeffords Olson

FILE NO. 2021 E001293
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Susan 
Jeffords Olson, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 14 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
George E. Olson, III, Executor
3908 Sanford Creek Ave.
Wake Forest, NC 27587
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Annie Pearl Wells

FILE NO. 20E3362
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Annie Pearl 
Wells, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jun 30 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Deborah McLeod Finch, Executor
C/O Gay & McNally, LLP
PO Box 10
Zebulon, NC 27597
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MELISSA ELIZABETH 

DEWEY
FILE NO. 2021 E 001060

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against MELISSA 
ELIZABETH DEWEY, deceased, of 
Wake County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 14 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of re-
covery. Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment.
This the 9th day of April, 2021.
THOMAS DEWEY, ADMINISTRA-
TOR
C/O KERR LAW,PLLC
3608 W Friendly Ave Ste.203
Greensboro, NC 27410
The Wake Weekly
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Merlyn F. Wolcott

FILE NO. 2021 E 000808
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Merlyn F. 
Wolcott, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jun 30 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Karen W. Schulz, Executor
5713 Wintergreen Drive
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Michael Ernest Wolff

FILE NO. 2021 E 1110
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Michael 
Ernest Wolff, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Lisa Wolff, Executor
C/O Young Law Offices, PLLC
203 W Millbrook Road, Suite 101
Raleigh, NC 27609
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Sheria Kay Liles

FILE NO. 21 E 408
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Sheria Kay 
Liles, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jun 30 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Stephen Edward Liles, Fiduciary
C/O Brown Estate Planning & Elder 
Law
PO Box 920
Graham, NC 27253
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Paul J. Coleman

FILE NO. 2021 E 1309
All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Paul J. Cole-
man, deceased, of Wake County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before 
Jul 21 2021 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Elizabeth M. Coleman, Executor
C/O Envisage Law
1032 Newburgh Circle, Raleigh, NC 
27603
Raleigh, NC 27603
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Robert L. Watkins Jr. 

aka Robert Lee Watkins Jr.
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FILE NO. 2021 E 000570
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Robert 
L. Watkins Jr. aka Robert Lee 
Watkins Jr., deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Carolyn B. Watkins, Executor
C/O James S. Adcock III, P.A.
PO Box 1055
Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Sharon Ann Powers

FILE NO. 2021 E 001497
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Sharon 
Ann Powers, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 21 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 16th day of April, 2021.
Michael Hall Powers, Executor
2500 Huntsman Trail
Zebulon, North Carolina 27597
The Wake Weekly
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF Frances D. Burnette
FILE NO. 2021 E 001115

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against Frances 
D. Burnette, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jun 30 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 26th day of March, 2021.
Tomiko Lewark, Executor
1712 Iron Mill Drive
Wendell, NC 27591
The Wake Weekly
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Mary Smith Fuqua

FILE NO. 2021 E 001257
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against Mary 
Smith Fuqua, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 07 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of April, 2021.
Nelson P Fuqua, Co-Executor
1416 Smith Reno Road
Raleigh NC 27603
Thomas B Fuqua, Co-Executor
4212 Wood Valley Dr
Raleigh NC 27613
The Wake Weekly
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS

Small Business Summit to focus on Agriculture
For The Wake Weekly

NORLINA — Vance-Granville 
Community College will present 
the ninth annual Small Busi-
ness Summit, entitled “Ag Al-
ternatives & Legacy Farms,” on 
Thursday, May 20, from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m.

This event will provide at-
tendees with a day of agricul-
ture education and information 
sharing, including discussions 
of niche farming, agritourism 
and farm modernization, led by 
a diverse group of farmers and 
business owners. Attendees will 
also learn about agriculture-
related grants and financing 
options.

The event will be held outside, 
at Seven Springs Farms and 
Vineyards, 332 Axtell Ridgeway 
Road, Norlina, and recommend-
ed social distancing and mask 
protocols will be required to be 
followed.

Attendance is free to the first 
50 people to register. Lunch is 
included with registration and 

will be provided by The Meat 
Up Spot, a regional food truck. 
(A vegetarian option will be 
available).

“Agriculture is an important 
part of our local economy, with 
many of our small businesses 
being involved in food and farm-
ing, so we are excited to focus 
on this sector,” said Tanya S. 
Weary, VGCC’s dean of business 
and industry solutions.

Derrick Jackson of Grass 
Grazed Farm in Durham will 
serve as the keynote speaker, 
discussing “A New Farming 
Model.” Jackson and his wife, 
Paige, operate a 60-acre farm, 
where they focus on sustain-
able pastured livestock, ethical 
practices and regenerative agri-
culture.

Other sessions include a panel 
on “High Tunnel Production,” 
led by the N.C. Cooperative Ex-
tension including Dean’s Greens 
Farm, Rocky Ridge Farms and 
the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service; “Land 

of Opportunity: Heir Property, 
Startups, and Finding Your 
Niche” with Patrick Brown of 
Brown Family Farms/Hempfin-
ity; a session on “Agritourism, 
Partnerships and Building 
Community,” featuring Seven 
Springs Farms & Vineyards 
and Lake Gaston Outfitters; 
and a presentation on “Finding 
Resources: Cost-Share, Grants, 
and Financing Your Agribusi-
ness.”

The event is hosted by the 
VGCC Small Business Center, 
with co-sponsors including War-
ren County Economic Develop-
ment, The Meat Up Spot, Sweet 
Delights, Grass Grazed, and 
Seven Springs Farms & Vine-
yards.

The deadline to register is 
May 10. For more information, 
contact Small Business Center 
Director Sheri Jones at joness@
vgcc.edu.

Register at https://www.
ncsbc.net/workshop.
aspx?ekey=530410026. 

Wake Libraries hosting writing contest
From staff reports

RALEIGH — The Wake County 
Public Libraries is inviting au-
thors of all ages to compete in 
its writing contest, Wake Writes 
Together. 

Authors from kindergarten up are 
invited to submit one original work 
by April 30 to compete in three dif-
ferent age categories. 

“Last year, the online writing 
contest provided school-aged chil-
dren an opportunity to be creative 
and offered a distraction from the 
challenges of the pandemic,” said 

Ann Burlingame, deputy direc-
tor. “This year, we are excited to 
expand the contest to writers of 
all ages, and we look forward to 
reading their stories and seeing 
the creativity of our Wake County 
residents.” 

More than 400 stories were sub-
mitted last year, Burlingame said. 

Librarians will read and evalu-
ate each story on its structure, plot, 
atmosphere, originality, character-
ization, dialogue and narration and 
compelling interest. 

Prices will be awarded for the top 
three stories in each age group, and 

stories will be published on the li-
braries’ website. 

Winners will be notified June 1. 
Kids in kindergarten through 

fifth grade can submit handwritten 
or typed stories up to 1,000 words. 
Illustrations are encouraged but 
not required. Teens in grades sixth 
through ten must submit typed 
work up to 1,000 words. Adults are 
invited to submit stories up to 1,500 
words. 

For more information, includ-
ing submission requirements, visit 
http://guides.wakegov.com/Wake-
Writes.

Derrick Jackson

Zebulon Woman’s Club, police raise awareness of child abuse
The Zebulon Woman’s Club partnered with the Zebulon Police Department to raise awareness of child abuse. 
The club planted 24 spinning pinwheels near the Blue Star Memorial at the police department, honoring the 
founding of the club in 1924. April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Contributed photo by Zebulon Police Department

Wake Forest 
power recognized 
for reliability, 
restoration help
From staff reports

WAKE FOREST — 
The town’s electric 
utility was recently 
recognized for having 
reliable service and 
also received a national 
commendation for as-
sistance it gave in mak-
ing repairs to an electric 
system in Virginia ear-
lier this year. 

Wake Forest Power 
was recognized for 
exceptional electric reli-
ability in 2020 from the 
American Public Power 
Association, the town 
announced in a press 
release. 

The recognition notes 
the average Wake For-
est Power customer was 
without power for 57 
minutes last year. Wake 
Forest Power ranked in 
the top 25% of utilities in 
this metric. The national 
average was 112 minutes 
per customer. 

“We are proud to re-
ceive this recognition,” 
said Electric Systems 
Manager Chris Terrell.“It 
is a testament to the hard 
work of all our staff to 
ensure that we keep the 
lights on for our custom-
ers.”

The town said the 
recognition shows that 
Wake Forest Power’s sys-
tem is reliable and crews 
make repairs quickly 
when needed. 

APPA is a national 
trade organization that 
represents more than 
2,000 nonprofit electric 

utilities owned by gov-
ernments or communi-
ties. 

“Public power utili-
ties have proven their 
commitment to serving 
their community by 
continuing to lead the 
nation in reliability,” 
said Alex Hofmann, 
APPA’s vice president 
of technical and opera-
tions services. “These 
utilities are the best of 
the best when it comes 
to keeping the lights 
on in their communi-
ties.”

APPA also commended 
Wake Forest Power for 
sending a crew to Black-
stone, Virginia, in Febru-
ary to aid repairs after an 
ice storm. 

Wake Forest Power 
sent Hugo Mier, Scott 
Abbott, Joe Shearin, 
Zack Barclay, Jason 
Walters, Chris Keith, 
Tripp Jefferys, Ben Line-
berry, Jimmie Kearney, 
Mark Schissell, Chris 
Terrell and Nicholas 
Schaedig to assist Black-
stone Light & Power, the 
town said. There were 
widespread power out-
ages in the area after the 
storm. 

For one week, the crew 
helped reconstruct utility 
poles, electric lines and 
damaged power system 
equipment. 

Last month, the town 
announced Wake For-
est Power earned the 
Reliable Public Provider 
Diamond Award from 
APPA. 


