
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117 

SPRING HOPE — Town officials say 
they won’t step between downtown 
property owners in their feud over a col-
lapsed building.

“However y’all resolve it, amicably or 
not amicably, that’s between y’all,” Town 
Attorney Mark Edwards told property 
owners John Clark and members of 
Faith Christian Ministries during the 
Spring Hope Board of Commissioners’ 
April 5 meeting. 

Officials said the town is happy to 
mediate, but ultimately it’s up to the two 
parties to resolve their disagreement on 
how to move forward after Clark’s build-
ing partially collapsed onto buildings the 
charity owns.  

Falling debris from the dilapidated 
warehouse’s crumbling wall closed three 
downtown businesses in November.

Clark, owner of the Main Street ware-
house, told town commissioners that 
while the collapse was unfortunate, he 
wanted to save the remainder of the 
building.

The collapse closed Bubbles & Bows 
Pet Salon, Cherish’D Crown Natural 
Hair Care and Faith Christian Ministries’ 
clothing resale store.

FCM President Joedell Richardson told 
commissioners April 5 that the charity 
needed to get back to helping the people 
of Spring Hope.

“We cannot help them if we are 
closed,” Richardson said.

For safety reasons, the businesses have 
been under a vacate order since the col-
lapse. Town Manager Jae Kim said last 
week that occupant and visitor safety 
remain the town’s top priorities. 

Richardson asked the town to remove 
the vacate order so Faith Christian Min-
istries can begin to repair its thrift store, 
which is a critical funding source for the 
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UNIDENTIFIED

Drowning victim remains unknown
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A still-
unknown drowned man fished 
out of the Tar River four decades 
ago likely had a cocktail of whis-
key or wine, fingernail polish 
remover and rubbing alcohol 
swirling around in his system.

On June 25, 1980, a fisherman 
found the drowned man’s body in 
the water near Strickland’s Bridge 
on Old Bailey Highway about 9 
miles from downtown Spring 
Hope in rural Nash County.

The 50- to 70-year-old Black 
man died of drowning and his 
body could have floated down-
stream for several miles, ac-
cording to an autopsy and death 

investigation conducted by 
Nash County Medical Examiner 
Robert E. Zipf Jr.

The Tar River starts in Person 
County and runs through Louis-
burg upstream from the location 
where the drowned man was 
discovered. 

Washed ashore, unearthed 
in shallow graves, stumbled 
upon in the woods, discovered 
in abandoned houses, killed on 
busy roads or located in rivers, 
ponds and along railroad tracks, 
more than 120 bodies remain 
unidentified in North Carolina. 
This is one of their stories.

Officials believe the drowned 
man had been dead for around 
three days prior to discovery. 
The remains weren’t recogniz-
able due to decomposition and 
putrefaction. 

The drowned man had a blood 
ethanol level above 80 milli-
grams per deciliter and traces of 
acetone and isopropanol in his 
system, according to his toxicol-
ogy report. That level of ethanol 
exceeds North Carolina’s legal 
limit for driving a motor vehicle. 
Levels that high are frequently 
associated with loss of manual 
dexterity and sedation, accord-
ing to information from the 
Mayo Clinic Laboratories.

Acetone is a solvent found in 
Strickland’s Bridge on Old Bailey Highway in rural southern Nash 
County, shown here last week, marks the spot where a drowned man 
was fished out of the Tar River in 1980. The drowning victim’s identity 
remains unknown. Troy Kay | Special to The Enterprise See DROWNING, Page 2A

Town won’t intervene in 
collapsed building dispute

A feral cat spotted last week ignores the vacate order in place at the old Bubbles & Bows Pet Salon. The groomer and two other 
businesses have been closed since an adjacent building’s wall collapsed in November. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

“Y’all need to work it out among yourselves. When the 
work is completed and the building is safe, you will be able 
to get back in the building.” Mark Edwards, Spring Hope town attorney 

See DISPUTE, Page 2A

Town seeks developers for 2 downtown buildings
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Town commissioners 
have approved the sale of two downtown 
buildings, which would expand the town’s 
tax base and possibly strengthen the local 
economy.

Spring Hope officials would like to see the 
buildings developed into retail shops, restau-
rants, cafes or businesses offering personal 
and professional services. The two buildings, 
at 119 and 121 S. Ash St., were donated to the 

town in 2010.
The total value of 119 S. Ash is listed at 

$19,910 and 121 S. Ash is listed at $18,960, ac-
cording to Nash County tax records.

“Although one of the buildings is in better 
condition than the other, both buildings would 
still need major costs invested into them to 
redevelop their uses,” Town Manager Jae Kim 
wrote in an April 5 memo to commissioners. 
The town lists 119 S. Ash St. as being in fair 
condition and 121 S. Ash St. in poor condi-

The Spring 
Hope Board of 
Commissioners has 
approved a request 
for proposals 
for two town-
owned buildings 
and is seeking 
developers who 
want to turn the 
empty storefronts 
into restaurants 
or retail outlets. 
Lindell J. Kay | 
Enterprise

See DEVELOPERS, Page 2A
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organization.
FCM member Kay 

Mitchell provided a let-
ter from Daniel Proctor, a 
professional engineer with 
the Nashville firm of Wild 
and Blue.

“It is my professional 
opinion that your build-
ing located at 203 W. Main 
St. is structurally sound 
and is suited for restora-
tion/renovation,” Proctor 
wrote in his letter, which 
Mitchell read during the 
meeting. 

Town Attorney Mark 
Edwards read the second 
sentence of the same para-
graph: “However, con-
struction activities should 
not be allowed in and/or 
around your building until 
the collapse has been re-
moved.”

Edwards said when 
Clark and Faith Christian 
Ministries remove the 
debris, Spring Hope will 
rescind the vacate order.

Mitchell said Clark was 
given two weeks to demol-
ish the wall. It’s been five 
months.

“Y’all need to work it 
out among yourselves,” 

Edwards said. “When the 
work is completed and the 
building is safe, you will 
be able to get back in the 
building,” 

While the three busi-
nesses haven’t been able 
to open, Clark has per-
formed woodworking in 
his building with use of a 
generator. 

Bubbles & Bows owner 
Betsy Strickland, who 
leased a building from 
Faith Christian Minis-
tries, initially moved her 
business to her Frank-
lin County homestead 
after the collapse. She 
asked to remain on the 
Downtown Development 
Board since she hoped to 
return to town at some 
point.

Strickland opened a 
salon on South Barnes 
Street in downtown Nash-
ville on April 7.

In a social media state-
ment, she said she was 
moving on from the night-
mare the Spring Hope 
situation has become, but 
wanted to remain active 
with both the Downtown 
Development Board and 
the Spring Hope Chamber 
of Commerce.  

continued from page 1A

Dispute: Restoration

tion.
The buildings have 

some mold and moisture 
problems, roof conditions, 
water-stained ceilings and 
significant water damage 

to the floors, according to 
a contractor’s May 2019 
assessment. 

The town is set to issue 
a request for proposals 
and will review redevel-
opment plans for one or 
both buildings. The the 
Downtown Development 
Board and town staff 
will evaluate prospec-
tive investors’ plans 
and make recommenda-
tions to the Spring Hope 
Board of Commission-
ers.

“The town at its sole 
discretion is not obligated 
to accept any of the pro-
posals for sale for either 
property. If all plans are 
unsatisfactory, another 
request for proposals 
may go out again at any 
point in the future,” Kim 
said.

Interested parties will 
be allowed to tour the 

properties. The town has 
set a schedule for the pro-
cess, which is subject to 
changes.

• The request for pro-
posals was due to be made 
available Thursday, April 
15.

• Site visits will be 
scheduled for April 29-30.

• Questions regarding 
the request for proposals 
are due by May 14.

• Responses from town 
staff will be provided by 
May 18.

• The request for pro-
posals will close June 25.

• The town will select a 
developer Aug. 2.

• An agreement will be 
finalized on or about Sept. 
1.

More information 
about the town buildings 
are available at www.
springhope.net/resourc-
es. 

continued from page 1A

Developers: ‘Request for proposals may go out again’

fingernail polish remover. Isopropa-
nol is a major component of rubbing 
alcohol. Both chemicals are deadly 
if consumed.

“Odds are high that the individual 
won’t only get drunk on this danger-
ously toxic beverage, they’ll black 
out and possibly even die,” according 
to information about rubbing alcohol 
provided by the Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation.

Zipf, who retired in 2010, still lives 
in the area. He said last week that he 
didn’t remember the case, as he ex-
amined hundreds of bodies a year.

“If they were unidentified we took 
pictures, fingerprints and took X-
rays,” Zipf said. “We examined their 
teeth and we would check with den-
tists for records. We would also look 
for tattoos and scars. Anything that 
would help identify the person. Law 
enforcement would also be looking. 

It was a two-prong approach.”
The drowned man stood 6 feet, 1 

inch tall and weighed 190 pounds. 
He had short, curly, black hair with 
some graying, a beard and mus-
tache. His eye color is unknown. 

He had a 4-centimeter long scar 
on his lower right abdomen and a 
healed wired fracture in the left side 
of his jaw. Zipf noted he believed the 
healed jaw injury likely meant the 
man had been in a serious vehicle 
wreck at some point, according to 
archived newspaper reports.

The drowned man had his appen-
dix removed at some point. Dental 
records are available showing a left 
lower cuspid with a restoration. Par-
tial fingerprints are available. 

A DNA profile isn’t available be-
cause no samples were retained, ac-
cording to information from the Doe 
Network, a volunteer-run interna-
tional clearinghouse for unidentified 
and missing persons.

The drowned man’s clothing in-
cluded dark and light blue striped 
wool and cotton pants.

The victim’s National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System number 
is 2182. Anyone with information about 
the drowned man’s identity is asked to 
call the N.C. Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner at 919-733-7834 or Team 
Cold Case at 252-406-6736. A monetary 
reward is available.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a weekly 
series examining the more than 
120 cases of unidentified human re-
mains discovered in North Carolina. 
Reporter Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The Enterprise 
of Spring Hope and other Restora-
tion NewsMedia newspapers. Next 
week’s installment will report the 
details of an unknown young man 
who stepped in front of a train in 
downtown Dunn 17 years ago this 
month.  

continued from page 1A

Drowning: Partial fingerprints are available

Rocky Mount man killed in hit and run
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A pedestrian 
died in a hit and run crash last 
week.

Matthew Isaiah Pender, 27, died 
after an unknown vehicle struck 
him in front of Carolina Tire on 
North Wesleyan Boulevard.

Dispatchers alerted officers to 

the man’s body in a ditch around 10 
a.m. April 11, said Cpl. Ricky Jack-
son, public information officer with 
the Rocky Mount Police Depart-
ment.

Nash County Emergency Services 
pronounced Pender dead at the 
scene.

Anyone with information about 
the case is asked to call the Rocky 

Mount Police Department at 252-
972-1411 or Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-1111. 

Police also receive information on 
crimes via Text-A-Tip at 274637 by 
beginning messages with RMPOL 
and typing up to 155 characters 
about the information. Authorities 
say all text messages are anony-
mous.   
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Opinion

IN OUR OPINION

‘Impersonation’ 
ban will punish 
protected speech 
Before they vote to make online impersonation a crime, state 

senators should chew the fat with Jim Ardis.
The mayor of Peoria, Illinois, Ardis overreacted to a par-

ody Twitter account created to mock him in 2014. Police raided 
Jon Daniel’s home and sought to charge him under a state law 
prohibiting people from impersonating public officials. 

Peoria brought the full weight of city government to bear 
against Daniel, but the mayor didn’t realize — or simply didn’t 
care — that the First Amendment protects parody and satire. 
Reeling from negative publicity, the city paid $125,000 to settle 
an American Civil Liberties Union lawsuit filed on Daniel’s be-
half.

Seven years after Ardis became an ignoble footnote in free 
speech law, North Carolina is setting the stage for similar consti-
tutional clashes.

House Bill 341, titled Protection from Online Impersonation, 
cleared the N.C. House on a bipartisan 118-0 vote April 14. If it 
survives Senate scrutiny, politicians will wield a terrifying new 
weapon to silence their critics. 

The legislation targets scammers who create social media, 
email or mobile app accounts in other people’s names, but it 
fails to distinguish fraud and harassment from humor and criti-
cism. Profiles that spoof elected officials, celebrities and public 
figures by using their names and pictures are commonplace — 
particularly on Twitter, where clever trolling is an art form. 

While some online doppelgangers roast their real-life alter 
egos, many merely subject them to some good-natured ribbing. 
Former N.C. Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry embraced @El-
evatorQueen, the parody Twitter handle that quickly eclipsed her 
real account, @CherieBerryNC, in popularity and became a fa-
vorite among the #ncpol community of politicians, lobbyists and 
statehouse reporters.

As soon as Josh Dobson was sworn in as labor commissioner, 
an @ElevatorKingNC account materialized to poke fun at the 
new face appearing on state elevator inspection placards. Dob-
son, whose real account is @JoshDobsonNC, is very much in on 
the joke. Even if he wasn’t, the First Amendment shields the spoof 
from sanction.

Rep. Donna White, R-Johnston, is House Bill 341’s primary 
sponsor. Through her legislative assistant, White declined an in-
terview request. The Times editorial page emailed White a list of 
questions and hadn’t received a response at press time.

HB 341 includes both criminal and civil penalties, allowing 
people to recover up to $10,000 in actual damages from online 
impostors, plus punitive damages and attorneys’ fees.

“Any person who knowingly and without consent impersonates 
another person through or on a website or by other electronic 
means for purposes of harming, intimidating, threatening or de-
frauding another person, including the misrepresented person, is 
guilty of a Class H felony,” the bill states.

To the extent HB 341 would punish genuine criminal conduct, 
it’s redundant. The latter two elements — “threatening” and 
“defrauding” — are already illegal, defined as communicating 
threats, identity theft and obtaining property by false pretense.

The other elements, “harming” and “intimidating,” are vague, 
subjective terms that can be contorted to fit almost any fact pat-
tern. A humorless elected official could say a parody account is 
harming his or her reputation and call in the cops.

HB 341 contains exceptions for law enforcement officers and 
state-licensed security workers who may create fake profiles as 
an investigative tactic, but there’s no carve-out for comedy. It’s 
not at all farfetched to predict that pranksters, not identity thieves 
lurking in the internet’s dark corners, will bear the brunt of en-
forcement.

This broadly written bill is a solution in search of a prob-
lem. Fraudulent, threatening conduct is already against the 
law. When it comes to deterring deception among networks 
of family members, friends and acquaintances, social media 
companies prohibit impostor accounts in their terms of ser-
vice. Fake profiles are swiftly deactivated when reported to 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

If North Carolina enacts HB 341, the inevitable abuses will tee 
up a textbook First Amendment claim. Prosecutors won’t be able 
to make many charges stick before a court ultimately strikes 
down the law as facially unconstitutional.

The wheels of justice turn slowly, however, and countless peo-
ple could face investigation and arrest before judges set things 
right. It’s now up to the N.C. Senate to save satirists — from @El-
evatorQueen and @ElevatorKingNC to unheralded parody peas-
ants — from the clutches of mirthless authoritarianism.  

How do we spend our days? 
The Book of 

Genesis tells 
us that Adam’s 
punishment for 
eating the forbid-
den fruit was as 
follows: “Cursed 
is the ground…; 
In toil you shall 
eat of it…In the 

sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread” (Genesis 3:17,18). 

It sounds like Adam (and 
Eve) didn’t have to do any work 
before the fall. They could just 
pull fruit off trees and harvest 
vegetables for each meal. 
Adam didn’t have to sow the 
seeds, nurture the growing 
plants, pull weeds and so on. 
And Eve didn’t have to slave 
over a hot fire, fixing the foods 
so they would be edible.

But what did they do if they 
didn’t have to work? We gath-
er that they had a direct re-
lationship with God, so they 
could talk to Him and enjoy 
his company. They could 
lounge around and probably 
swim in the water. And they 
could play with the animals.

It seems to me that they 
could get bored, not having 
other activities to engage in. 
After all, since retirement be-
came an official option in our 
world, some people have be-
come restless, feeling a sense 
of tedium since they no longer 
have a job to go to. I know 
how that is because I had to 
retire early, my memory being 
so affected by my medications 
that I just couldn’t perform 
adequately.

Since then, I dream every so 
often that I am teaching again. 
But I have sought other activi-
ties to keep me going. I have 
to admit it’s nice to not have to 
go out to a job each day.

I pray every day that I will 
use my time according to 
God’s will — and like Adam 
and Eve, I spend time with 
the Lord, play with my pets 
and eat lots of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. But I also work 
around the house and read, 
write, watch TV, go out shop-
ping and travel. 

How do you spend your time 
these days? Let’s enjoy the 
world God made for us the 
best we can.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 

Town’s neglect keeps shops sidelined 
Nature cre-

ated a big prob-
lem for Faith 
Christian Min-
istries and two 
other business-
es in Spring 
Hope last No-
vember when 
the sudden 

collapse of an old warehouse 
roof and part of a wall onto their 
building forced all three out of 
their own premises. 

But over the last six months, 
human pride and foot-drag-
ging has only made the prob-
lem worse.

The collapse itself wasn’t 
particularly anybody’s fault, 
though the warehouse’s condi-
tion reflects the combination of 
age, natural deterioration and 
decades of neglect or even just 
use. It certainly wasn’t a mali-
cious act by the building’s cur-
rent owner, John Clark, though 
it was obvious from postings on 
his Facebook page that he knew 
full well the massive three-
sectioned building was in really 
bad shape when he acquired it 
about a year ago, months before 
the building caved in and dam-
aged the three businesses.

Clark even harbored a vi-
sion of turning the building 
into some kind of artisan stu-
dio, a place where crafts could 
be practiced and draw posi-
tive attention to Spring Hope. 
Town leaders and average res-
idents by and large applauded 
the idea. And he was slowly 
trying to fix up the building.

November, though, was a 
harsh reality check. Back in 
January 2020, structural engi-
neer Bobby Joyner examined 
the building and reported to 
then-owner Dan Bissett that 
it “poses a threat to both life, 
limb and property and needs 
to be either stabilized or razed 
immediately.”

“It is my opinion that this 
structure cannot be economi-
cally salvaged except at great 
expense,” he said, urging shor-
ing up the walls to “avoid the po-
tential of injury, death or prop-
erty liability” or “an imminent 
collapse of a portion of a roof.”

“It is my recommendation,” 
he wrote Bissett, “that this 
structure be razed with great 
care as soon as you can ar-
range it; diligently taking such 
precautionary measures as 
necessary in an effort to both 
notify and protect adjacent 
property/tenants during the 
razing process.”

That didn’t happen. Clark 
was essentially given the 
building, nobody paid atten-
tion and what Joyner predict-
ed came to pass. Boom. 

Faith Christian Ministries, a 
coalition of seven churches do-
ing an important ministry with 
revenues from its thrift shop; 
Bubbles & Bows Pet Salon; 
and a beauty salon were all 
suddenly put out of business. 
It’s fortunate nobody was hurt, 
but tremendous economic and 
physical damage was done.

And here’s where it gets 
worse. FCM and the two 
smaller businesses could have 
made repairs within a rea-
sonable amount of time and 
recovered. But they weren’t 
allowed to proceed or even 
enter their own spaces until 
Clark cleaned up the damage 
from his building, and he’s 
not cooperating with FCM 
or the insurers to remove the 
rubble. With little money or 
resources, he’s still holding on 
to his dream of rebuilding and 
restoring the warehouse for 
artisan workshops.

Town officials have insisted 
that the dispute is entirely be-
tween FCM and Clark. At the 
town board’s April meeting, 
when FCM President Jodell 
Richardson pleaded, “We need 
the town to help us so we can 
help those in need. We did 
not cause this problem and 
cannot understand the delay,” 
Town Attorney Mark Edwards 
echoed the commissioners and 
their fundamental mistake.

“You all need to work it out 
among yourselves,” he told 
her. “That’s between you all. If 
you aren’t on the same page, 
that’s unfortunate but not the 
town’s responsibility. We’re fa-
cilitating communication, but 
we’re not taking any action.”

Bingo, there’s the problem. 
The town, through letters sent 
shortly after the collapse by 
Town Manager Jae Kim, set 
the conditions under which 
FCM can reenter its building 
and begin repairs when it told 
both Clark and FCM, “Repairs 
are not advised on the build-
ing until the remaining parts 
of the wall, roof, and façade of 
205 N. Main St. is completely 
demolished.”

FCM is fine with that order. 
Clark is not — and until Clark 
complies with the town’s 
directive, the two parties can-
not work it out among them-
selves. Other legal questions 
remain, but the order remains 
the core of the dispute.

And the town has com-
pounded the error by not 
pushing Clark. Kim long ago 
gave Clark 14 days to come 
up with a demolition plan. He 
didn’t, and Kim hasn’t shown 
any follow-up. 

The town’s ordinance pro-
vides daily civil fines of $50 
or criminal fines of $500, and 
the town has not imposed any. 
Clark is primarily responsible 
for cleaning up the mess; until 
the town takes stronger ac-
tion, he will resist seeing his 
dream “completely demol-
ished.”

Town officials — manager, 
mayor and board — are sworn 
to protect the public health 
and safety of Spring Hope. 
Children have been seen play-
ing in the ruined buildings; 
trespassers also. If any are 
hurt, the town could be held 
responsible, and as the months 
go by without a resolution, the 
town’s liability and vulnerabil-
ity grows even larger.

The collapsed buildings 
downtown, and the devasta-
tion in their wake, are a visible 
and embarrassing reminder 
that the town officials’ job 
remains unfinished. Spring 
Hope residents need to add 
their reminders as well. Clean 
the mess up, now.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resi-
dent, is The Enterprise’s editor 
and publisher emeritus. 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. (Psalm 25:4)

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank you for giving us new opportunities and 
fresh starts. Help us to follow your paths instead of our own. Amen.

DONNA 
CROWE

KEN 
RIPLEY
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Wilson man dies in Nash County crash
From staff reports

A Wilson man died in a single-car wreck 
on Interstate 95 in southern Nash Coun-
ty’s Coopers community on Thursday.

Ronald Tyson, 53, died when his 2003 
Saturn left the interstate and ran into a 

ditch, then overturned and struck a tree, ac-
cording to the N.C. State Highway Patrol.

The wreck occurred around 7 p.m. at 
mile marker 130 near the N.C. 58 overpass.

Tyson was alone in the car. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, according to 
a duty dispatcher for the Highway Patrol. 

Deputies charge man in road rage shooting 
The Wake Weekly 

ROLESVILLE — A 
Spring Hope-area man 
has been charged with two 
gun offenses after a morn-
ing road rage incident last 
week, the Wake County 
Sheriff’s Office said.

John David Davis, 38, 
was charged with felony 
discharging a weapon into 
a dwelling or occupied 
vehicle and misdemeanor 
assault with a deadly 
weapon.

Deputies responded to 
Pulley Town and Louis-

burg roads near Rolesville 
shortly after 8:30 a.m. 
April 13.

Davis was traveling 
down Louisburg Road 
(U.S. Highway 401) when 
Brandon Jones of Wake 
Forest merged in front of 
his vehicle, witnesses told 
deputies, according to a 
press release. Afterward, 
the two men briefly spoke 
to each other at a stop-
light.

Jones heard two gun-
shots after he continued 
driving down Louisburg 
Road, the release said. 

Witnesses told deputies 
that Davis fired one shot 
into the pavement and one 
toward Jones’ vehicle. No 
one was injured.

Deputies called Davis 
and asked he return to 
the intersection, offi-
cials said. He allegedly 
dumped the gun and am-
mo in a drain. Deputies 
later recovered the evi-
dence, according to the 
sheriff’s office. 

Davis, of Moore Road, 
Spring Hope, was held in 
the Wake County Deten-
tion Center without bond.   

Middlesex man wins $200,000 lottery prize  
For The Enterprise

Jack Walter of Middlesex went to fill a 
prescription and, while he was waiting, 
decided to try his luck on a $5 Double 
Cash Doubler ticket that won him the 
first $200,000 top prize.

“I got a text that my prescription was 
ready,” he recalled. “The pharmacist 
asked if I had five minutes to wait, so I 
went next door to get a bottle of water 
and a few tickets.”

Walter purchased his winning $5 ticket 
from Bailey’s Tobacco & Grill on Deans 
Street in Bailey. While he was waiting, 
he scratched the ticket and revealed his 
big prize.

“I showed it to my pharmacist and he 
goes, ‘Oh my gosh, you won $200,000!’” 
said Walter. “I couldn’t believe it. I just 
couldn’t stop staring at it.”

He claimed his prize April 12 at N.C. 
Education Lottery headquarters in Ra-
leigh and took home $141,501 after re-
quired federal and state tax withholdings.

Walter plans to use his prize money to 
invest.

Double Cash Doubler launched this 
month with six top prizes of $200,000. 

Ticket sales from scratch-offs like 

Double Cash Doubler make it pos-
sible for the lottery to raise more than 
$725 million a year for education. For 
details on how $4.8 million raised by 
the lottery made a difference in Nash 
County last year, visit www.nclottery.
com and click on the “Impact” section.

Winning ticket sold 
in Rocky Mount 

George Brown of Enfield was thrilled 
to learn he was the latest winner of a $1 
million Millionaire Maker top prize.

“It’s a blessed day,” he said as he 
claimed his prize April 9 at lottery head-
quarters in Raleigh.

Brown purchased his winning $30 tick-
et from the Bi Rite Market 6 on Sunset 
Avenue in Rocky Mount.

He had the option of taking the $1 mil-
lion as an annuity of $50,000 a year over 
20 years, or a lump sum of $600,000. 
Brown chose the lump sum and took 
home $424,509 after required federal 
and state tax withholdings.

Millionaire Maker is the first scratch-
off to offer 30 $1 million prizes. Brown 
became the sixth person to win one of 
those $1 million prizes. 

Nash college students earn academic honors 
From staff reports 

Colleges, universities 
and honor societies have 
announced the following 
academic honors for stu-
dents from Nash County 
and surrounding areas.

To have a graduation, 
honor society induction or 
president’s list or dean’s list 
announcement published 
in The Enterprise, provide 
a link to the information 
on the institution’s website 
or ask officials to email the 
information to cfriedman@
wilsontimes.com. Academic 
honors must be verified 
through issuing institutions 
and cannot be self-reported.

GRADUATIONS

• William Bass of Nash-
ville has earned a Master 
of Science degree in 
analytics from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology in 
Atlanta. Bass was among 
roughly 3,800 undergradu-
ate and graduate students 
who earned their degrees 
during the fall 2020 semes-
ter and were recognized 
during Georgia Tech’s 
259th commencement ex-
ercises held Dec. 11-12 at 
Bobby Dodd Stadium.

• Ingrid Hilliard of 
Nashville earned a Master 
of Education degree from 
Concordia University in 
Seward, Nebraska, in the 
fall of 2020.

MEMBERSHIPS

• Kristie Cappelletti of 
Rocky Mount was recently 
initiated into the honor soci-
ety of Phi Kappa Phi, which 
bills itself as the nation’s 
oldest and most selective all-
discipline collegiate honor so-
ciety. Cappelletti was initiated 
at East Carolina University.

HONORS LISTS

• Haniyyah Wilson of 

Spring Hope, a student 
at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University’s Metropolitan 
Campus in Teaneck, New 
Jersey, has been named 
to the Honors List for the 
spring 2020 semester. 
Qualifying students must 
carry a 3.5 GPA or better 
and be enrolled in a mini-
mum of 12 letter-graded 
hours. 

• Johanna Whitwell of 
Rocky Mount, a class of 
2021 industrial engineer-
ing major, was named to 
Worcester Polytechnic In-
stitute’s dean’s list for the 
fall 2020 semester. As the 
college in Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts, doesn’t com-
pute GPAs, inclusion is 
determined by the amount 
of work completed at the 
A level in courses and 
projects.

• David Thomas Grif-
fin of Rocky Mount was 
named to the University of 
Alabama dean’s list for the 
fall 2020 semester. Inclu-
sion requires a 3.5 GPA or 
above. 

• Shriya Rupakheti of 
Rocky Mount was named 
to the fall 2020 presi-
dent’s list at Georgia State 
University in Atlanta. 
Rupakheti is studying and 
majoring in public health. 
To qualify, degree-seeking 
students must have a GPA 
of at least 4.0 for a mini-
mum of nine semester 
hours. 

• Jacqueline Routhier of 
Rocky Mount was named 
to the fall 2020 semester 
dean’s list at Slippery 
Rock University in Penn-
sylvania. The dean’s list 
consists of undergraduate 
students who earned an 
adjusted semester grade-
point average of 3.5 or 
higher, based on a sched-
ule of at least 12 newly 
attempted and earned 
credits.

• Keren Harper of Nash-
ville, a senior communica-

tion disorders major from 
Nashville, was named to 
the fall 2020 president’s 
list at Bob Jones Univer-
sity in Greenville, South 
Carolina. The president’s 
list recognizes students 
who earn a 3.75 or higher 
grade point average for 
the semester.

• Christopher Pietryk 
of Nashville has been 
named to the dean’s list 
for the fall 2020 semester 
at the University of Mount 
Union in Alliance, Ohio. 
Eligible students have 
completed at least 12 cred-
it hours of traditionally 
graded coursework while 
achieving a GPA of 3.55 or 
better.

• Bryar Frank of Rocky 
Mount has been named 
to the fall 2020 dean’s 
list at Berea College in 
Berea, Kentucky. Eligible 
students earn a GPA of 3.4 
or higher while passing at 
least four total credits, a 
course load equivalent to 
16 semester hours.

• Heather Perry of 
Bailey was named to the 
dean’s list at Olivet Naza-
rene University in Bour-
bonnais, Illinois, for the 
fall 2020 semester. Quali-
fying full-time undergrad-
uate students must attain 
a semester GPA of 3.5 or 
higher. 

INTERNSHIPS

• Joseph Melton of 
Whitakers, a senior sports 
management major at 
Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, South Caro-
lina, recently served as 
an intern for Between the 
Lines Sports in Atlanta. 
Melton assisted the firm 
with data entry and analy-
sis. The company special-
izes in individual bas-
ketball player evaluation 
and scouting coverage for 
high school, college and 
NBA teams.



By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 
252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The 
town’s new garden club 
wants to spruce up the 
place and have some fun 
along the way.

The club’s goals include 
adding flowers around 
town in a beautification 
effort, but members hope 
to learn more about gar-
dening as well, said Peggy 
Leggett, who co-chairs 
the group along with Jen-
nifer Wilkins.

Wilkins said her em-
ployer, Tim Stevens at 
Servpro in North Raleigh, 
is donating money to the 
club to help complete 
some long overdue proj-
ects.

“If anyone can volun-
teer, pray or help with 
funding, we appreciate it,” 
Wilkins said.

A small army of local 
gardening enthusiasts 
descended on the Spring 
Hope Public Library on 
Friday afternoon, raking 
leaves and planting flow-
ers in front of the build-
ing, the old train station 
that sits in the middle of 
downtown as part of De-
pot Park. 

Passionate gardeners 
will meet to trade tips, 
swap stories and give 
each other a hand. If 
some residents are inter-
ested but haven’t devel-
oped their green thumb, 
it’s all good because peo-

ple of all ages, genders 
and experience levels are 
welcome to join. 

The club plans on hav-
ing a lot of fun, too.

“We don’t want it to be 
just a lot of work,” Leggett 
said. “We want to take 
tours of other town gar-
dens and arboretums.”

As far as improving 
Spring Hope’s appear-
ance, there’s a not-
so-easy-to-fix money 

problem. Landscaping is 
expensive, so the club is 
looking at small improve-
ments for now.

“Right now, we are just 
doing a little refurbish-
ing,” Leggett said. “We are 
starting with Depot Park 
and putting in something 
colorful like zinnias.”

The club plans to help 
shut-ins with their yards 
and will recognize a yard 
of the month or yard of 

the week. 
“We want to have a 

mailbox decorations for 
the (Spring Hope Na-
tional) Pumpkin Festival,” 
Leggett said.

The club, along with the 
Downtown Development 
Board, have big plans for 
downtown Spring Hope. 
Leggett said members are 
looking into turning the 
old unused railroad tracks 
that run through town 

into a walking trail. Ideas 
about a splash pad at De-
pot Park and a student art 
exhibit are being tossed 
around as well.

To find out more infor-
mation about the club or 
to sign up, contact Peggy 
Leggett at 252-903-3535 
or peggyleggett0706@
yahoo.com or Jennifer 
Wilkins at 252-548-0304 
or jenniferwilkins@gmail.
com.   
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Scholarships honor Nash DSS attorney 
By Drew C. Wilson 
dwilson@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7818 

Scholarships have been established in 
honor of Millicent Goins Graves, an at-
torney and community leader in Wilson 
and Nash counties who died of breast 
cancer last year. 

The Millicent G. Graves Memorial 
Scholarship is for women attending col-
lege. The application period is now open 
for the 2021-22 school year. 

The scholarship program offers three 
separate awards: 

• A $1,000 merit scholarship offered 
to anyone attending a historically Black 
college or university.

• A $500 book scholarship to anyone 
attending N.C. Central University.

• A $500 book stipend to 
anyone attending Wilson 
Community College.

Students must apply by 
May 2 in order to be consid-
ered for the scholarships. To 
submit an application, visit 
www.mggscholars.org and 
click on the “Apply Now” 

button. 
“Millicent was a very passionate per-

son about community involvement. She 
was a very kind person, a very sacrificial 
person. When she left, she left such a 
huge void,” said Ali Goins, Graves’ broth-

er. “She also was the first Black woman 
chair of the Wilson (County) Democratic 
Party right before the Obama election. 
One of her main missions was to in-
crease voter registration among African 
Americans in Wilson County.”

A Winston-Salem native, Graves at-
tended Elm City Elementary and Elm 
City Middle and graduated from Fike 
High School in 1989. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in criminal 
justice from N.C. Central University 
and then earned her Juris Doctor from 
the N.C. Central University School of 
Law. 

Graves worked with Perry & Brown 
Law Associates in Rocky Mount and 

Wilson before opening her own law 
practice. She specialized in family law. In 
2013, Graves because the Nash County 
Department of Social Services’ child 
support attorney. 

Graves served as a board member for 
My Sister’s House Domestic Abuse Shel-
ter of Nash County and the Wesley Shel-
ter of Wilson, along with Wilson Com-
munity College, the Wilson Area Habitat 
for Humanity and the Wilson County 
Substance Prevention Coalition. She was 
the Wilson County Democratic Party’s 
first African American female chair.

Graves also was a member of the 
North Carolina and Wilson County bar 
associations.  

Graves

Garden club has colorful plans
SOUTHERN NASH 
ROUNDUP

Ladybirds 
rally past 
Fike 
From staff reports 

WILSON — Stand-
ing just nine outs away 
from seeing its 23-game 
winning streak against 
3-A Big East Conference 
competition snapped, the 
Southern Nash High var-
sity softball team orches-
trated a thrilling rally over 
the final three innings to 
secure a 10-7 win at Fike 
on Thursday night.

Southern Nash, which 
improved to 6-1 overall 
and 5-0 within Big East 
play, pounded out 12 hits 
and opened its comeback 
bid in the fifth via a steal 
of home by senior Ricki 
Bartley. The Barton Col-
lege signee lashed one of 
three triples in the South-
ern Nash half of the sixth 
for a five-run outburst. 
Senior Taylor Bailey, who 
was 4 for 5 with a pair of 
triples and an RBI, hit a 
three-bagger in the sixth 
alongside freshman Addi-
son Brumfield.

Freshman Ariel Perry 
added a run-scoring single 
in the sixth to stake the 
Ladybirds to a 9-7 cushion 
against Fike junior hurler 
Jada Lamm. In the seventh, 
Bailey tripled again and 
touched home on a wild 
pitch to cap the scoring. 

Senior Kierstin Coo-
per, also a Barton signee, 
struck out 14 and allowed 
just four hits in a com-
plete-game effort.

Fike (2-5, 2-4 Big East) 
had five hits, led by the 
2-for-4 effort of senior 
Lindsey Curlings. Senior 
Ashley Pendergrass was 1 
for 3 with a pair of RBIs. 

Lamm struck out nine 
and walked seven for the 
Lady Demons, with just 
five of her 10 runs being 
earned. 

Ladybirds edge Lady 
Demons in tri-match

WILSON — Freshman 
Bree Council continued 
her march on the 3-A Big 
East Conference girls 
medalist as her Fike High 
team maintained its grip 
on first place through four 
weekly matches.

Council fired a 41 for the 
low score during an April 
14 nine-hole tri-match at 
Willow Springs Country 
Club. However, that wasn’t 
good enough to get the 
win for the Lady Demons 
as Southern Nash clipped 
Fike by a stroke, 139-140, 
while Hunt took third with 
a 145.

The Ladybirds were led 
by the day’s runner-up, 
Mackenzie Gamble, with a 
43. Also scoring for South-
ern Nash were Madeline 
Lockhart with a 44 and 

See ROUNDUP, Page 2B

Spring Hope Garden Club volunteer Roger Wilkins uses a tiller during a club sprucing of the flower beds in front of the 
town’s library on Friday. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Miss-bee-havior: Pitfalls to avoid for beginning beekeepers
I’ve wanted bees for a long 

time. When we lived in Ger-
many, my children who were 
5 and 6 years old would catch 
bees in an empty 1-liter water 
bottle with the other neigh-
borhood kids.  

After keeping them for a 
few hours, they’d release 
them and play something 

else. My children never got stung, and I’m 
not sure why catching bees in a bottle was a 
thing. 

When my husband was in the Army, we 
used to move every two or three years, so we 
had to be very careful with getting pets. It’s 
easy enough to find locally sourced honey, so 
having a hive was not something I needed — 
I just really, really, really wanted some!  

Fun fact: bees are considered livestock, like 
tiny cows that buzz and possibly sting. 

Oddly enough, I was scouring Facebook 
around mid-March 2020 looking for black-
market toilet paper, and I found a beekeeper 
who no longer could physically take care of 
his bees. I figured destiny made our paths 
cross and I practically begged him to sell me 
his hives. 

Looking back, I could have gone to Tractor 
Supply Co. or an actual bee supply company 
and bought a starter beehive, but I lucked 
out and got uncontaminated equipment and 
the name of a local bee expert — absolutely 
priceless information!

I was a bit impatient and didn’t want to 
wait until mid-April to get bees locally. My 
beehive was empty, and I needed the insects 
now! So, I ordered a package from an apiary 
(bee farm) in South Carolina and paid extra 
for UPS shipping. At 10 a.m. or earlier on a 

Tuesday, my beautiful, buzzing insects would 
gloriously arrive. 

Tuesday 10 a.m. came and went, and no 
bees. I called UPS. I called the apiary. I called 
the bee expert. No bees. In fact, that package 
of bees is probably in bee heaven, because 
UPS still hasn’t found it.

So, I went to Plan B, which was what the 
local bee expert had suggested I do before 
I ordered out-of-state bees. It took about an 
hour and I was able to pick up an NUC — an 
established, miniature beehive — that has 
been amazingly productive (busy as bees). 

Also within that hour, I bought bees that 
were being trucked overnight from Georgia 
(still hadn’t learned my lesson). This trans-
pired on a Saturday morning. I went from 
one hive with no bees to having a full hive 
and another on the way.

I made several rookie mistakes with instal-
lation of the bee package. I asked bee ex-
perts, I watched YouTube videos and I read a 
ton of books. My husband and I felt that the 
passive method of installation was the most 
kind and gentle way to install my buzzy flock 
into its beautiful new hive. 

Spoiler alert: Epic fail! The bees only sat in 
the package and didn’t try to move into their 
new home. I ended up shaking and scooping 
them with my hands to put them into their 
hive 24 hours later (you guessed it — exactly 
what the experts had recommended).

Second rookie mistake: I used duct tape to 
attach the queen in her cage to the wax foun-
dation. The weight of the bees detached the 
queen from the duct tape and the entrapped 
queen bee fell to the bottom of the hive. I 
retrieved her from the bottom by sticking my 
hand into the hive, scooping bees out of the 
way to get her and removing dead bees from 

the duct tape. Yup, duct tape is not recom-
mended by the experts.

Fast forward a few weeks and we have a 
third rookie mistake (I probably made more 
than these, but these are glaringly wrong). I 
was almost letting my NUC box become too 
crowded. I had the equipment to expand the 
hive, I just had no idea it would expand so 
quickly! I dropped a very full frame of bees 
on the ground and (once again) ended up 
scooping bees with my gloved hands into the 
hive.

Fortunately, bees are resilient despite my 
inept skills and scooping technique. They are 
thriving, not just surviving, and I am expect-
ing my victory garden to benefit from all the 
pollinators that are busy making a home in 
my hives. (Gimme a virtual high-five, y’all!)

As a registered nurse, I applaud the healing 
powers of honey and have even used wound 
care products that contain medical-grade 
honey. Here are some of honey’s amazing 
benefits.

1. Honey never expires — yup, never! If 
you scoured an Egyptian tomb and found a 
jar of honey that’s 1,000 years old, it’s still 
perfectly safe to eat it.

2. Honey helps heal wounds. When I was a 
home health nurse, I used several products 
on wounds that contained medical-grade 
honey. It has antibiotic properties and you 
cannot build up tolerance to it.

3. Honey can help with seasonal allergies. 
Eating a teaspoon of local honey daily will 
help your immune system not overreact and 
decrease your seasonal allergies.

4. You can eat honey with the crystals if 
you like the crunch, but if you don’t, you can 

DEEANN 
RIVERA

See BEEKEEPERS, Page 2B
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Tabatha Tomaszewski with a 52.
Morgan Harold posted a 48 and Rachel 

Thomason came in with a 51 to round 
out Fike’s scoring while Hunt was led by 
Anna Brooke Taylor, who tied Lockhart 
for third place with a 44. Ashton Barnes 
posted a 49 and Allison Boykin and 
Kathryn Willoughby each shot a 52 for 
the Lady Warriors.

Also playing for Fike were Avery Briley 
(52) and Kelsey Miller (54) while Hunt’s 
remaining scores were Anna Coleman 
(54), Alexis Winbourne (56) and Trista 
Waddell (57).

Fike clips Southern Nash 1-0

Overcoming a defensive alignment de-
signed to prevent dangerous shots inside 
the 18-yard box, the Fike High varsity 
girls soccer team rebounded from an 
April 13 loss to archrival Hunt by turning 
in a 1-0 victory over Southern Nash on 
Thursday afternoon.

Fike opened the second half of 3-A 
Big East Conference play by moving to 
5-1 overall and 4-1 in conference play, 
while the Ladybirds, who lost 9-0 at Fike 
on March 22, dipped to 4-3 in all games. 
Southern Nash sits 2-3 in Big East play, 
good for third place.

Demons blank Firebirds 
in conference clash 

A rain shower that delayed the start of 
the match about a half hour was the only 
blemish on Fike’s 9-0 win at Southern 
Nash on April 13. 

The Golden Demons are unbeaten in 
five 3-A Big East Conference matches 
and 6-1 overall, while the Firebirds fell to 
1-5 in both.

Remaining unbeaten in singles play for 
Fike were freshman Snyder Pearson (7-
0), senior Cole Peterson (6-0) and junior 
Oc Bolt (5-0).

Ladybirds alone atop Big East

Southern Nash broke open a tight 
game with four runs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning to beat visiting Franklinton 
8-4 on April 13. 

The win left the Ladybirds, who im-
proved to 5-1 overall, as the last unbeat-
en team in the 3-A Big East Conference 
at 4-0 as the Red Rams dropped to 3-1 in 
both instances. Franklinton is tied with 
Rocky Mount for second place.

Senior Kierstin Cooper, who has 
signed with Barton College, went the 
distance in the pitching circle. She struck 
out 14 and gave up three hits.

Alexa Daniel was 3 for 3 with a double 
to pace the Ladybirds at the plate while 
Anna Strickland was 2 for 3 with a two-
run double in the first inning. Taylor Bai-
ley tripled, while Addison Brumfield and 
Ricki Bartley, another Barton signee, had 
RBI singles in the sixth.

Warriors, Firebirds 
bow to Franklinton

WAKE FOREST — Playing on its home 
course at Brevofield Golf Links, the 
Franklinton boys golf team carved out a 
win against Hunt and Southern Nash in a 
3-A Big East Conference tri-match April 13.

The Red Rams posted a team score of 
170 while the Warriors were second at 
178 and the Firebirds last with 181.

Southern Nash was led by Jacob Ke-
arney with a 39, good enough for first 
place in the nine-hole match while the 
Firebirds also counted scores by Levy 
Brantley (42) and Carson Winstead. Also 
competing for Southern Nash were An-
drew Thompson (56) and Landon Turner 
(58).

No individual scores for Hunt and 
Franklinton were available.

Benson hat trick 
propels Ladybirds

A hat trick by freshman Charlotte Ben-
son fueled a 4-1 victory for her Southern 
Nash team in an April 12 home match 
against 3-A Big East Conference visitor 
Franklinton.

Amber Patterson also scored for the 
Ladybirds, who evened their Big East 
worksheet at 2-2 and rose to 4-2 overall. 
Patterson, Vanessa Velez and Jessica 
Garcia each doled out an assist while 
Maura Kennedy, Brenda Martinez and 
Layla Austin spearheaded the defense.

The Red Rams exited 1-4 overall.

Roundup: SN sits 2-3 in Big East play
continued from page 1B

melt crystallized honey 
in a pan of boiling water. 
Place the crystallized hon-
ey in a glass jar in boiling 
water for 15-30 minutes. 
The honey will be smooth 
again.

5. Bees are considered 
livestock and you are a 
“farmer” if you keep bees 
and harvest honey.

6. Honey is the only 
food that includes all the 
substances necessary 
to sustain life, including 
enzymes, vitamins, miner-
als and water. It’s also the 
only food that contains pi-
nocembrin, an antioxidant 
associated with improved 
brain functioning.

7. Honey gets its flavor 
and color from the type 
of nectar gathered. I even 

have blue honey I bought 
from a North Carolina 
craft fair. (I asked how 
it got its blue color and 
the vendor said, “I don’t 
know.” Of course, I bought 
it — they had me at “hon-
ey.”)

8. Honey has been as-
sociated with good skin 
— honey lessens fine 
lines and acne. I don’t 
have studies to back up 
this claim, but I’m going 
to try it! Rub honey on 
wrinkles and acne and 
then rinse after 20 min-
utes. If nothing else, I’ll 
smell sweet when I hop 
into bed.

9. Putting honey in your 
drinks can help calm you 
down and decrease insom-
nia symptoms.  

10. Honey has as many 
antioxidants as oranges, 

spinach and strawberries.
11. Bonus: Drinking 

honey with lemon can 
help with a sore throat 
or a cough, and it can aid 
weight loss.

It’s not recommended 
to give honey to children 
younger than 1 year old. 

If you like reading, I 
highly recommend “The 
Murmur of Bees” by Sofia 
Segovia. I stayed up all 
night reading this one. It’s 
become one of my new 
favorites. I read it before 
I had bees — it probably 
added fuel to my bee de-
sire. 

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

continued from page 1B

Beekeepers: Honey lessens fine lines

Tobacco planting 
and dirt-road racing

At last, 
I’m not 
tracking 
through 
yellow 
pollen on 
the porch. 
Even 
though 

there is still some hanging 
around, there is not a heavy 
layer of it every place. 

According to those 
folks who keep track of 
important things like that, 
this is the worst year ever 
for pollen — and far be it 
from me to disagree with 
such important data. I’m 
just glad that it’s coming 
to an end and I can wash 
my car again. 

Yep, that’s right. I just 
let it stay yellow each year 
until the season ends, 
unless the rain washes it 
away. 

I saw the first tobacco 
planting of the year Thurs-
day afternoon and have 
watched farmers moving 
equipment from field to 
field preparing tobacco 
rows (or making sweet 

potato beds) for some time 
now. It’s the time of year 
when riding with farmers 
becomes life-threatening 
as they watch the fields of 
fellow farmers to deter-
mine who has the prettiest 
stand of tobacco. 

Also, if you’re driving 
as the sun sets and see a 
huge piece of equipment 
coming down the road to-
ward you with a multitude 
of bright lights, please 
slow down, move to the 
edge of the road and let 
the vehicle pass. What you 
can’t see are the plows or 
discs that are attached to 
that equipment and ex-
tend into your lane. 

This past week, I was in 
traffic at a stoplight near 
Knightdale and heard the 
distinct rumble of glass 
pack mufflers. There was 
a black pickup truck in 
front of me with what ap-
peared to be a CB radio 
antenna with three tennis 
balls on it. The front end 
was jacked up, the back 
end was sitting low to the 
ground and the noisy muf-

flers were working hard. 
I remembered having a 

Jeep Cherokee back in the 
day with the gear stick in 
the floor and glass pack 
mufflers, and I could get 
a wheel in every gear. It 
also reminded me of the 
days when the boys with 
fast Fords, Chevrolets and 
Plymouths met on Satur-
day night out on the dirt 
road near the Peachtree 
Hills Country Club after 
taking their date home. 

I’m told that a certain 
Ford could outrun them 
all, but there was a white 
Plymouth that was a 
strong contender. Names 
are being withheld to 
protect them from further 
questioning by their chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

To my children and 
grandchildren, I wasn’t 
there — pinky swear.

Jan Mills is The Enter-
prise’s customer service 
representative. Reach her 
at 252-478-3651 and jmills.
enterprise@wilsontimes.
com. 

JAN MILLS
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Emulating Jesus means keeping our anger in check 
Sunday 

was a 
beautiful 
day. The 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
congre-
gation, 
family and 

friends met to worship our 
Lord. The church was full 
of the faithful.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Bob Bunn and I in 
honor of our 56th wedding 
anniversary on April 24. 

Special music: Jane 
May performed a piano 
solo. The special music 
Sunday was “The Love of 
God” sung by the Gaither 
Homecoming Group.

Bible verse for the 
month of April: Hebrews 
12: 2. 

Pastor’s message: “Be 
Careful — Types of Anger 
Illustrated,” with Scripture 
from various verses. 

THE EMPTY CROSS 

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “Where is Jesus?” 
by Billy Graham, from 
“Peace for Each Day.” 

“Come and see the 
works of God; He is awe-
some in His doing toward 
the sons of men,” Psalm 
66:5.

“An entertainment 
network once carried a 
story on the Billy Graham 
Library. Kristy Villa, the 
show’s cohost, toured 
‘The Journey of Faith’ and 
said with a sense of awe, 
‘I see all the crosses, but 
where is Jesus?’

“My colleague smiled 
and said, ‘He’s in Heaven, 
and He is also present 
in the lives of those who 
believe in Him and fol-
low Him as their personal 
Lord and Savior.’

“The journalist threw 
her hands around her face 
and exclaimed, ‘Oh, that’s 
right! Some worship a cru-
cifix, but Christians wor-
ship a risen Christ.’ 

“After a moment, 
Villa said, ‘I have been in 
church my whole life, but I 
have never heard empha-
sis put on an empty cross.’

“She may not have real-
ized it, but she had just 
proclaimed the heart of 
the Gospel. She told her 
viewers, ‘This destination 
is a place you must come 
and see!’ 

“When I heard this mar-
velous report, it made my 
heart leap, and I thought 
about the words of the 
psalmist: ‘Come and see.’ 
Have you beheld the emp-
ty cross?”

RESPONDING TO ANGER

My devotional this week 
is “Godly Responses to 
Anger,” by Pastor Charles 
Stanley. 

“We live in a fallen world 
where sin is rampant, 
injustice is common and 
conflicts abound. So, there 
are plentiful opportunities 
to sin in anger. Although 
we cannot change many 
of these situations, alter-
ing our responses to them 
is possible. 

“Situations like strug-
gling economies and 
natural disasters cause 
widespread frustration, 
but difficulties with people 
can present challenges 
on a more personal level. 
When hurt by someone’s 
words or actions, we 
may be tempted to hurl a 
caustic reply or simmer 
with resentment. Yet as 
believers, we’re to follow 
Jesus’ example: ‘While 
being reviled, He did not 
revile in return ... but kept 
entrusting Himself to Him 
who judges righteously’ (1 
Peter 2:23).

“The book of Proverbs 
emphasizes the value of 
being slow to anger. This 
is especially important 
when facing a verbal 
attack. Quiet listening 
protects us from speak-
ing rashly and offers the 
opportunity to ask God 

for help in responding as 
Christ would.

“A calm, gentle reply 
can defuse a tense situa-
tion, but without taking 
time to process what 
was said, few of us will 
be able to answer wisely. 
When we are slow to 
anger, we can gain under-
standing of the situation 
and the hidden motives 
that a hot-tempered per-
son can’t objectively com-
prehend.

“Such a response 
is unnatural, but that 
shouldn’t surprise us 
since the One who mod-
eled it is supernatural. 
Our priorities need to 
change if we’re to emu-
late Jesus. Love and un-
derstanding must super-
sede the need to defend 
ourselves, and preserv-
ing the relationship must 
replace safeguarding our 
rights. So be calm in all 
situations, and let Christ 
be your defender and 
protector.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• Peachtree Baptist 
members will celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper on Sun-
day, April 25. 

• Peachtree has met its 
goal for the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering and 
will begin a new mission 
offering. 

• Peachtree members 
have approved the pur-
chase of new visual equip-
ment for the church.

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Bob Bunn and I spent 
several days in Boone 
helping our daughter, 
Kristi, and grandson, 
Giorgie, move from Vilas 
to Boone. 

• Jamie and Chad Horn-
er spent several days at 
the beach.

• Ray Eason took Joan 
out to dinner to celebrate 
her first outing since sur-
gery.

• Susan and Lawrence 
Edwards had a nice visi-
tor, granddaughter Collin. 
Collin attended church 
with them on Sunday. 
What a wonderful time for 
all of them. 

• Two Ruritan clubs will 
hold barbecue chicken 
plate sales — the Oak Lev-
el Ruritan Club on April 23 
and the Coopers Ruritan 
Club on May 7. Each plate 
sale begins at 11 a.m., 
with food available until 
sold out. No tickets will be 
sold in advance. Plates are 
$8 each and will be served 
to drive-thru customers 
with no on-site dining.

• Ephesus Baptist 
Church of Spring Hope 
invites you to Drive-In 
Family Movie Night at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, April 
30, weather permitting. 
The movie will be “The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The 
Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe.” Tune in to 
87.9 FM to hear the movie. 
Bring your favorite snacks 
and non-alcoholic bever-
ages. Ephesus Baptist will 
present drive-in movies 
on the last Friday of every 
month. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ebcspring-
hope.com or email office.
ephesusnc@gmail.com.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-
bara Privette, Dorothy 
Nelson and Rudy and Gail 
Brantley.

• Bonita Mildon, daugh-
ter of Ginny and Curtis 
Beddingfield, and Randell 
Whitley and Donnie Pat-
terson.

• Delcie Wakefield and 
Pastor Bill Wakefield are 
recovering at home.

• Ronnie Matthews 
needs prayers. 

• Audrey Farmer and 
James Tharrington are 

home recovering.
• Janie Joyner, Bill Nel-

son and Joyce Brinkley 
are undergoing treat-
ment.

• Norman Whitley is re-
covering from surgery.

• Joan Eason is home 
recovering from surgery.

• Jon Anglemeyer, 
friend of Nikki Scott, 
needs our prayers. Jon, a 
father of two, needs a kid-
ney transplant.

• All organ donors need 
our prayers.

• Marta Whitehouse 
needs our prayers. She 
will be considering sur-

gery very soon.
• Birthday blessings to 

Catherine Gupton and 
Lynn Griffin (April 18), 
Arlene Wood (April 20), 
Aubrey Farmer (April 
22), Beverly Wilson (April 
25) and Barbara Privette 

(April 29).
If you have news, please 

call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 

please let me know on 
Saturdays the week before 
the events. I will need your 
news no later than 4 p.m. 
on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.FRAN 

BUNN
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NASH COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that public 
hearings will be held on Monday, 
May 3, 2021 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
before the Nash County Board of 
Commissioners in the Frederick B. 
Cooper Commissioners Room on 
the third floor of the Claude Mayo, 
Jr. Administration Building located 
at 120 West Washington Street, 
Nashville, NC 27856 to consider:
Text Amendment Request 
A-210401 made to amend the 
Nash County Unified Development 
Ordinance Article X, Section 10-7, 
Subsection 10-7.2 (F) to remove 
the waiver provision from the lot 
width requirements for residential 
lots subdivided with direct access 
to roads with over 1,000 estimated 
average vehicular trips per day.
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210402 made by Woodrow 
Strickland, the property owner, to 
rezone a 1.52-acre tract of land 
located south of and immedi-
ately adjacent to the existing 
W.S. Strickland’s Body Shop at 
9077 S NC Highway 581, Bailey, 
NC 27807 and further identified 
as Nash County Tax Map PIN 
#276500373056 from R-40 (Single-
Family Residential) to RC-CU 
(Rural Commercial Conditional 
Use), specifically for a gravel park-
ing area for a vehicle towing and 
repossession service.
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210404 made by William 

Franklin Lamm, the property owner, 
and ACE Needham LLC, the 
developer, to rezone a 31.17-acre 
portion of a tract of land located at 
the southeast corner of Need-
ham Rd and Whitley Rd, Bailey, 
NC 27807 and further identified 
as Nash County Tax Map PIN 
#277500434168 from R-40 (Single-
Family Residential) to RA-20-CU 
(Medium-Density Residential Con-
ditional Use), specifically for the 
development of the 53-lot Whitley 
Crossing Subdivision.
Members of the public are 
invited to attend this meeting 
and to participate as permitted 
by the applicable public hearing 
procedures. Substantial changes 
to the requests may result from the 
public hearings. The full request 
applications may be reviewed on 
weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at the Nash County Planning 
& Inspections Department on the 
second floor of the Claude Mayo, 
Jr. Administration Building located 
at 120 West Washington Street, 
Suite 2110, Nashville, NC 27856 
or you may call 252-459-9807 for 
more information.
The Enterprise
April 21, 2021

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
COUNTY OF WAKE

THE UNDERSIGNED , having 
qualified on the  12 th day of 

March, 2021, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HAFLEY , 
Deceased, of Wake County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 6 th day of July, 
2021, or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This, the 7 th day of April, 2021.

GAIL HALFEY
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HALFEY
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham , North Carolina 27717

NOTE: For publication in The 
Wake Weekly on the following 
dates: April 7, 2021, April 14, 
2021, April 21, 2021, and April 28, 
2021. Please send the Statement 
and Proof of Publication to Post 
Office Box 51549, Durham, North 
Carolina 27717-1549.
The Enterprise
April 7, 2021

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

COUNTY OF NASH
THE UNDERSIGNED, having qual-
ified on the 22nd day of October, 
2020, as the of the ESTATE OF 
Nancy Wicker Pierce, Deceased, 
of Nash County, North Carolina, do 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 26 
2021 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 21st day of April, 2021.
JESSICA PIERCE VESTER
executor
6809 Woodmere Drive
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Enterprise
April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 2021
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Recreation department announces youth soccer scores
For The Enterprise 

Nash County Recreation & Senior Ser-
vices has announced soccer scores for 
games played on April 12. 

BOYS AGES 3-4
Fulford & Jones 6, Central Builders 5
• Fulford & Jones: Eason Holly 4, Lane Brannan 1, 

Marley Scott 1.
• Central Builders: Elias Sevilla 3, Bryce Eustice 1, 

Westin Woodside 1.
Rushing Raptors 4, Tiny Titans 2
• Rushing Raptors: Kashdyn Davis 4.
• Tiny Titans: Gaston Dean 1, Maverick Schloenleber 1.
GIRLS AGES 3-4
Purple Daisies 7, Lady Birds 6.
• Purple Daisies: Leah Jones 6, Ryleigh Jarrell 1.

• Lady Birds: Addyson Costa 6.
Girl Talk 7, Lil Bits 2
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 3, Maddox Taylor 3, Cadence 

Skibniewski 1.
• Lil Bits: Cali Barefoot 1, Londyn Williams 1
RO Mulch Knightcrawlers 5, Dragonflies 3
• RO Mulch Knightcrawlers: Jaelyn Harris 2, Ava Kat-

kaveck 1, Addison Melvin 1, Emma Stancil 1.
• Dragonflies: Aylania Harper-Ayscue 3.
BOYS AGES 5-6
Sapony Creek Apiaries 5, Shark Attack 1
• Sapony Creek Apiaries: Anson Hyde 3, Eli Brannan 1, 

Jackson LeRoy 1.
• Shark Attack: Jamie Chandler 1.
Mean Machine 5, Thundercats 2
• Mean Machine: Cole Melton 5.
• Thundercats: Jackson Evans 2.
GIRLS AGES 5-6
Lil Bits 7, Rainbow Kickers 2

• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 4, Ryanne Overman 2, Arianna 
Blackwell 1.

• Rainbow Kickers: Emme Burns 2.
Lady Wolves 5, Bears 1
• Lady Wolves: Shelby Faile 3, Bree Rice 2.
• Bears: Addison Bass 1.
BOYS AGES 7-8
Wires Inc. 6, Screaming Nachos 3
• Wires Inc.: Rafeal Flores 6.
• Screaming Nachos: Bobby Edmondson 1, Avery 

Tabares 1, Tyler Worsley 1.
Minecrafters 5, Wolves 2
• Minecrafters: Andrew Lucas 3, Graham Bellamy 1, 

Christian Stallman 1.
• Wolves: William Freeman 1, Blake Maynard 1.
GIRLS AGES 7-8
Red Oak Shark Shooters 3, Top Notch Lawn Care 1
• Red Oak Shark Shooters: Emerson McKeel 2, Carla 

Evans 1.
• Top Notch Lawn Care: Nia Leonard 1.
Storm 6, Sparkles 0
• Storm: Poppy Taylor 3, Paisley Brown 2, Penelope 

Bass 1. 
BOYS AGES 9-10 

Mean Green 6, Hawks 1
• Mean Green: Derrick High 2, Santiago Vargas-

Ugarte 2, Mason Edwards 1, Eli Lanfranchi 1.
• Hawks: Mason Tharrington 1.
GIRLS AGES 9-10 
Hornets 4, Avengers 3
• Hornets: A’dia Cash 4.
• Avengers: Brooklyn Rice 2, Adelaide Roeder 1.
Girls on Fire 1, Eagles 0
• Individual scoring totals not provided.
BOYS AGES 11-13
Strikers 5, Hawks 2
• Strikers: Maddox Chesser 3, Samuel Baker 2.
• Hawks: Cooper Wheaton 2.
GIRLS AGES 11-14
Lady Hawks 3, Flying Squirrels 1
• Lady Hawks: Shaniyah Richardson 2, Kaydi Foster 1. 
• Flying Squirrels: Esther Edgerton 1.
COED AGES 14-16
Los Amigos 7, Eagles 3 
• Los Amigos: Wyatt Earp 4, John-William Bullock 3, 

Adan Florez 1. 
• Eagles: Edwin Hernandez 1, Junior Ramirez 1, Or-

lando Ramirez 1. 

252-243-5151

Have Fun & Be  
Creative

Reusing your newspaper  
to make artistic projects can be fun!

The Enterprise


