
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 
252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Pass-
ersby can almost smell the 
Cajun fried chicken.

“We will hopefully be eat-
ing biscuits together in Sep-
tember,” said Town Manager 
Jae Kim. 

The Bojangles being built 
at the intersection of N.C. 
581 and U.S. 64 is part of the 
Kinston franchise company 
Tands, which joined Bojangles 
in 1980. Tands operates more 

than 60 Bojangles restaurants 
including the ones in Wilson, 
Nashville and Rocky Mount.

The project, which includes 
the restaurant, a convenience 
store and another shop, is 
on schedule for an early fall 
opening.

Tands purchased the prop-
erty in 2007, but plans stalled 
during the Great Recession 
of 2008.  

The company submitted 
plans to the town of Spring 
Hope last year, then began 
removing lumber and re-
ceived permits from the N.C. 

Division of Water Quality for 
sewer expansion in October.

Visible work being done 
this week includes utility in-
stallation and paving of the 
parking lot.

State transportation offi-
cials are determining wheth-
er the speed limit on N.C. 581 
in front of the new Bojangles 
should be reduced from 55 to 
35 mph with an added turn-
ing lane.

The popular Cajun-style 
quick-service restaurants 
have been in business since 
1977. 
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New Bojangles right around corner
Spring 
Hope town 
officials say 
the new 
Bojangles 
restaurant 
under 
construction 
on N.C. 581 
should be 
open by 
September. 
Lindell J. Kay | 
Enterprise

Pumpkin fest to return for 2021 

The Sleeping Booty Band will play the Friday Night Street Dance on Oct. 1 at the 49th annual Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. The 
coronavirus pandemic forced organizers to cancel the annual fest last year. Contributed photo 

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The Pump-
kin Festival is back!

This year was supposed to be 
the 50th festival, but with last 
year’s cancellation due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 49th 
annual Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival is set to return 
the first weekend of October.

Nash County’s longest run-
ning annual festival has only 
been canceled once since its 
inception in 1971. But enough 

about 2020; a big event is 
planned for 2021.

Spring Hope Area Chamber 
of Commerce President Ethan 
Vester said most of the festival will 
return as usual with a few tweaks 
for social distancing purposes.

“I’ve taken some good advice 
from organizers of the State 
Fair,” Vester said. “Our food ven-
dors will be spread out across 
downtown to break up big 
crowds. The parade route may 
be lengthened to allow people to 
spread out a little.”

Vester said the chamber is anx-
iously awaiting any announce-

ments from Gov. Roy Cooper 
providing safety guidance for 
outdoor mass gatherings. 

The festival’s signature Friday 
Night Street Dance will feature 
music by the popular Sleeping 
Booty Band.

Wendell country music singer 
Russ James will perform on Sat-
urday, Oct. 2. Other acts may be 
announced later, Vester said.

The Great Pumpkin Common-
wealth will return during the 
festival weekend to hold a vege-
table and fruit growing weigh-in 
competition. The group held its 
first Spring Hope weigh-in last 

year in place of the festival.
“Three of the biggest water-

melons in North Carolina last 
year were weighed in Spring 
Hope,” Vester said.

The chamber is excited to 
welcome the GPC back as part 
of the festival moving forward, 
Vester said.

“We need sponsors,” Vester said.
Anyone interested in sponsor-

ing the event or being a vendor 
can find information and forms 
on the chamber’s website, www.
visitspringhope.com. Messages 
for Vester can be left at 252-478-
1919.   

Team Cold 
Case plans 
Saturday 
fundraiser
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A team 
that came together last year to 
help solve area cold cases is 
holding its first fundraiser for 
reward money.

The Team Cold Case fund-
raiser is planned from noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday at Don Bul-
luck Chevrolet, 1920 N. Wes-
leyan Blvd. 

The event will feature music, 
a bounce house for children, 
hot dogs, raffles for Carolina 
Panthers and Carolina Mud-
cats tickets and other prize 
giveaways. Team mascot Mud-
dy the Mudcat will be on hand 
throughout the afternoon.

The team offers up to 
$15,000 for information lead-

Muddy the Mudcat will be at 
the Saturday fundraiser for 
Team Cold Case at Don Bulluck 
Chevrolet in Rocky Mount. 
The event includes a bounce 
house, hot dogs and give-aways. 
Contributed photo

See FUNDRAISER, Page 2A

Church sets twice-weekly prayer days 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — First Bap-
tist Church is opening its doors 
for biweekly prayer vigils.

“There is a real need for 
prayer. Our country needs 
prayer,” said church member 
Peggy Leggett.

Anyone — participants don’t 
have to be church members — 
can stop and pray.

“We will be here to pray with 
people,” Leggett said.

A church member will be on 

hand from noon to 1:30 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday to pray 
with anyone who stops by. Folks 
will also be able to use the church 
sanctuary to pray in solitude.

The prayer vigils will lead up 
to the National Day of Prayer 
set for May 6.

The annual observance is held 
on the first Thursday of May. Es-
tablished by Congress in 1952, 
the observance encourages 
Americans “to turn to God in 
prayer and meditation.”

The 7th Circuit U.S. Court of 
Appeals upheld the national call 
to prayer in 2011, determining the 

voluntary exercise doesn’t violate 
the First Amendment’s Establish-
ment Clause. The court ruled that 
the government is free to make 
appeals to the public based on 
religion, but since there’s no obli-
gation to participate, the National 
Day of Prayer doesn’t encroach 
on citizens’ rights.

First Baptist Church member 
Silvia Williams said parishio-
ners plan to hold a special ser-
vice on May 6 filled with prayer 
and singing.

The church is located at 111 
N. Walnut St. in downtown 
Spring Hope.   

First Baptist Church members Peggy Leggett and Silvia Williams set out 
a sign Sunday morning promoting open prayer days at the Spring Hope 
church leading up to the National Day of Prayer set for May 6.  
Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise
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ing to arrests in unsolved 
murders and missing 
person cases in Rocky 
Mount, Nash, Edgecombe 
and Wilson counties us-
ing local news outlets and 
social media accounts to 

spotlight the cases and the 
available reward. 

The team includes lo-
cal media personalities, 
lawyers, business owners, 
community leaders and 
officers from the police 
departments in Rocky 
Mount and Wilson and 

deputies from the sheriff’s 
offices in Nash and Edge-
combe counties.

“This is about the rule of 
law,” said the team’s chair-
man, retired U.S. Army 
Brig. Gen. Arnold N. Gor-
don-Bray. “In most crimes, 
there is someone who 
knows something, and 
they are prevented from 
speaking out because of 
fear. We provide them the 
opportunity to provide in-
formation anonymously.” 

So far, the team has 
helped solve one murder 
and provided information 
in an accessory case. Gor-
don-Bray said raising mon-
ey is necessary in order to 
offer continued payouts.

Fundraising efforts include 
$20 raffle tickets giving 
people a chance to win sets 
of two Carolina Panthers 
tickets for an upcoming Pan-
thers football game against 
the 2020 Super Bowl cham-
pion Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

A $5 raffle ticket will 
give participants a chance 
at winning other prizes, 
including concealed 
carry permit classes from 
Barnes Consulting, yard 
work equipment and 
discounts at a local pawn 
shop, among other items.

Participants don’t need to 
be present to win the raffle 
prizes. Other free prizes 
will be handed out to folks 
present at the event.

“I am issuing a $100 chal-
lenge to my brothers in Al-
pha Phi Alpha, the Kiwanis 
and other members of the 
Divine 9,” Gordon-Bray said.

Anyone interested in 
donating to the cause who 
can’t attend the fundraiser 
can call 252-407-1111 for 
more information.

Team Cold Case is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization, meaning all do-
nations are tax-deductible.  

continued from page 1A

Fundraiser: ‘This is about the rule of law’

UNIDENTIFIED

Man who stepped in front 
of train is still unknown  
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

Trains roll through the small town of 
Dunn all night. But at 2:45 a.m. on April 
5, 2004, one of those trains came to a 
violent stop.

“It blocked the entire town,” said Capt. 
Robert Jenkins with the police depart-
ment in Dunn, a town of 9,000 residents 
40 miles south of Raleigh.

Seventeen years ago, Jenkins had been 
a police officer for a decade. He said he 
thought he had seen it all. He hadn’t.

“It was my first railroad death,” Jen-
kins said. “It was so gruesome. I can’t 
describe it.”

Whether washed ashore, unearthed 
in shallow graves, stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in abandoned houses, 
killed on busy roads or located in rivers, 
ponds and along railroad tracks, more 
than 120 bodies remain unidentified in 
North Carolina. This is one of their stories.

“The conductor knew he hit someone 
and stopped the train,” Jenkins said. “It 
took a minute.”

Jenkins said he will never be able to 
forget that morning when he responded 
to the railroad tracks at Canary Street.

“A 25-year-old Hispanic male walking 
along the railroad tracks as train ap-
proached the deceased, (who) laid on the 
tracks and put his hands over his head,” ac-
cording to the young man’s autopsy report.

The average locomotive weighs around 
210-220 tons, according to trainconductor.
com. That’s 465,000 to 480,000 pounds.

The young man who laid his body on 
the tracks weighed 111 pounds.

The train’s wheels cut the young man 
in half and caved in his skull, according 
to his autopsy report.

His toxicology report indicates the 
young man had no alcohol in his system, 
a surprise to investigators. 

Despite efforts by local police over 
the years to identify the young man, his 
identity remains a mystery.

He stood 5 feet, 3 inches tall with black 

hair and brown eyes. The young man wore 
a shirt, jacket, pants, socks and shoes, ac-
cording to his autopsy report, which pro-
vides no further details of his clothes.

The young man’s National Missing 
and Unidentified Persons System num-
ber is 6289.

Anyone with information about the 
young man’s identity is asked to call the 
Dunn Police Department at 910-892-
2399, Crime Stoppers at 910-892-2222 or 
Team Cold Case at 252-406-6736. A mon-
etary reward is available.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a weekly se-
ries examining the more than 120 cases 
of unidentified human remains discov-
ered in North Carolina. Reporter Lindell 
J. Kay produces each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope and other Res-
toration NewsMedia newspapers. 

This police sketch depicts an unidentified 
young man who stepped in front of an 
oncoming train and died in downtown Dunn 
in 2004. Contributed photo 
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Opinion

Volunteer spirit 
enriches community

I was delighted last week to read about the new-
ly reborn Spring Hope Garden Club and its plans 
for improving downtown Spring Hope. It was yet 
another encouraging sign that local residents still 
have an interest and pride in their community.

To tell the truth, I had begun to lose some hope 
in the last few decades as I watched once active 
civic clubs and volunteer initiatives fade away, at 
least from public view. And it was a sad decline.

When I moved to town in 1975, Spring Hope 
had a lot going on. The Spring Hope Pumpkin Festival was only 
a few years old and still just one day, but one of the first things I 
had to do as the new editor was to take pictures of it with a big, 
boxy camera older than I was and awkward to use. But everyone 
waved and smiled while I snapped away and rolled the film to the 
next shot. Years later, I’m still taking photos and have added vid-
eos as well as time and technology have moved on.

The town back then had an active Jaycees for younger adults 
who later “advanced” to join the Spring Hope Lions Club, which 
had a booming membership of men and some fascinating guests 
during dinner meetings at the Country Inn, one night including a 
baby bobcat. Later, the Jaycees faltered and reorganized, going 
coed, to initial enthusiasm and some fun social gatherings.

The town also had one or two active veterans organizations, I think 
a book club, scouting groups, a recreation association and definitely 
a spirited garden club involving several prominent ladies of the town 
who had a set point of view on what looked good and what didn’t. 
When the library board and the garden club didn’t agree on which 
color to repaint the depot, I ran afoul of a sharply worded letter to the 
editor challenging the intelligence of my gender, which readers en-
joyed as a bit of local color with a dash of humor.

The picture in the paper of volunteers working around the li-
brary brought back the memory of former town Commissioner 
Marion Clark, a very proper matron with a core of steel and pas-
sion. She believed strongly in beautification and loved flowers, 
so she made it her personal mission to care for the flower beds 
around the library for years as long as she was able, assisted by 
her husband, Jack. I miss her.

The clubs, groups and volunteers made Spring Hope vital 
as they pursued their various interests. Town leaders got a bit 
spoiled, I think, because they developed a habit of letting the 
volunteers “do it” whenever something needed doing rather 
than taking responsibility for town property. That still remains a 
touchy tendency.

But over time, the clubs withered and disbanded as residents 
lost interest in belonging. The Jaycees folded. The Lions and their 
brooms became a memory. Other civic clubs were attempted, but 
never took root. Age and death took their toll, and the pressures 
and traumas of modern society seemed to absorb whatever en-
ergy was left, leaving civic involvement weakened and too often 
invisible. Revitalization efforts, as a result, languished despite 
several attempts at improvement.

One bright spot has remained the Spring Hope Historical Associa-
tion, whose faithful members under Gay Sturgeon continue to main-
tain an interesting museum of the town’s history. Another is Faith 
Christian Ministries, whose church volunteers have done an incredible 
amount of social good to help local residents lost between the cracks. 

But other bright spots have also been sprouting. The Spring 
Hope Area Chamber of Commerce has continued the annual 
Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival despite challenges of 
volunteer involvement, and it was good to learn the festival will 
resume this fall. 

Resident Becky Barbee Perniciaro, assisted by her husband, 
Pete, friends and Gibson Memorial United Methodist Church, has 
marshaled other volunteers to clean up and maintain Oakdale 
Cemetery for the last few years, a heroic and hard job. And I’m 
sure, or at least hope, that other individuals have quietly volun-
teered behind the scenes, without much deserved recognition, to 
help make Spring Hope a better place to live.

And now, led by Peggy Leggett and Jennifer Wilkins, the garden 
club is back. A new generation of amateur gardeners are getting 
together to share their green thumbs, help the town and have 
a good time — exactly what good clubs should do. I encourage 
those who share their passion to join the members in their work 
and fun, and the town will be the prettier for it.

And I, in my own twilight years, even more hope that the new 
club is yet another sign our new generations of families and other 
local residents are rediscovering the need, value and rewards of 
civic involvement and local volunteerism. 

Local governments, schools, churches and other organized pro-
grams provide the essential infrastructure of every town, but it is the 
people — us, with our strengths and weaknesses, our quirks and 
shared passions — who give our towns their character, their warmth 
and their joy. Civic involvement is the glue that binds us together.

The garden club will appreciate, I think, my fervent vision that 
a revival of visible civic involvement will continue to flower in 
Spring Hope as well as in the rest of southern Nash County.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus.  

Children can get into it
Getting into 

childproof prod-
ucts is a chal-
lenge for me. 
Could the prod-
ucts know that I 
am only 4 feet, 9 
inches tall now? 

Do they detect 
my childlike nature or my enjoy-
ment of some childlike foolish-
ness such as simple jokes or my 
tendency to avoid movies billed 
as “for adults only”? As one little 
boy asked after unsuccessfully 
tackling a “childproof” bottle, 
“How does it know I’m a child?”

I’m talking about products 
such as medicine bottles. My 
pharmacy insists on putting 
my pills into those bottles 
with “childproof” caps, even 
though I’ve told them time and 
again that no curious children 

lurk in and around my house. 
I “push down and turn” like 

the pill bottle top instructs to 
no avail. My problem is a right 
wrist with issues. I’ve already 
had carpal-tunnel surgery on it 
one time, but now after years of 
activities such as typing, it’s hurt-
ing again. I’m currently wearing 
a wrist brace that makes push-
ing and turning ever harder.

And how about those new-
fangled laundry detergent bags 
filled with so-called “pods”? 
Because some less-than-smart 
young people decided they 
were for eating or little kiddies 
might find them tasty, compa-
nies are now putting these pods 
in bags with fancy “zippers,” 
requiring moving them to a 
certain point to open. 

I can’t get them to work. 
After trying and trying, I get 

the scissors and whack away. 
I miss those boxes of powdery 
laundry detergent that require 
just grabbing a tab and pull-
ing it around the top.

Being like a child can be 
undesirable when it comes to 
modern products. But not so 
for Christianity. 

Jesus loved children, gath-
ering them around him like 
sheep around a shepherd. In 
fact, He said, “I assure you and 
most solemnly say to you, ‘un-
less you repent (that is, change 
your inner self — your old way 
of thinking...) and become like 
children (trusting, humble and 
forgiving,) you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven’” (Mat-
thew 18:3, The Amplified Bible).

Only “children” can get into 
heaven, even if they can’t get 
into “childproof” products!

Prisons’ pandemic resilience paying off 
It’s been a 

year since the 
pandemic first 
hit our state 
prison system.

We’ve en-
dured an 
awful year of 
heartbreak, 
surprises, 

adaptation, perseverance and 
the most logistically compli-
cated mass vaccination initia-
tive since the polio vaccine 
was rolled out in the 1950s.

The hard work is paying off. 
The vaccines are making a huge 
difference. They are working.

A year ago, the first handful 
of COVID-19 cases emerged in 
the offender population, and 
we were about to realize the 
impacts this awful virus would 
have on our prison system, our 
communities and the nation.

Faced with our first out-
break of the virus, we provid-
ed mass testing of all the of-
fenders at Neuse Correctional 
in Goldsboro a year ago last 
week, on April 15-16.

We were shocked to discover 
more than 450 offenders were 
infected, and almost none of 
them (around 98%) exhibited 
any symptoms at all and never 
developed symptoms.

We didn’t fully realize until 
then what was about to hit us. 
No one did.

While some questioned the 
likelihood of such extensive 
viral spread from asymp-
tomatic offenders, we didn’t 
doubt. Instead, we prepared.

Our Correction Enterprises 
plants began production of 
hundreds of thousands of 
face masks and thousands of 
gallons of disinfectant, and 
we ordered large supplies of 
medical-grade PPE.

We created medical isola-
tion and quarantine protocols, 
housing unit cohorts, offender 
transfer requirements and 
COVID-19-testing procedures.

We shut down the prisons 
to all but essential prison per-
sonnel. We stopped offender 
work release. And we did 
much, much more.

Over the past year, we’ve 
been resilient. We’ve adapted. 
We did not give up. We did not 

give in. We persevered. It’s 
been tough on everyone.

There were dark days, in-
credibly bleak days, but we did 
not despair. We stuck with the 
three Ws. We stuck with our 
virus prevention and mitigation 
strategies. We stuck close to our 
partners at the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services.

When the days were darkest 
last fall and winter, we doubled 
down and worked even harder.

We ramped up offender 
COVID-19 testing (we’ve now 
completed 127,000 tests and 
counting). We implemented 
testing of all prison staff every 
two weeks (now at 114,000 
tests and counting). We fur-
ther tightened our protocols.

Thanksgiving and Christmas 
were awful for the prison sys-
tem, just about the darkest times 
we faced in this pandemic.

How bad was it?
At Christmas:
• 36 prisons (more than half) 

were designated either red or 
orange due to outbreaks.

• One prison was designated 
a hotspot.

• 430 offenders had active 
cases of COVID-19.

• Seven were in the hospital.
• 577 staff members were 

off the job due to COVID-19.
At one point in January, 

more than 700 staff members 
were off the job due to CO-
VID-19.

We began receiving weekly 
vaccine allocations from 
DHHS on Jan. 20.

As those initial shots were 
going into arms that day:

• Half of our prisons (28 of 
them) were on red or orange 
status.

• 465 offenders had active 
cases of COVID-19.

• 33 new offender cases were 
discovered just that morning.

• 566 staff members were 
off the job due to the virus.

Today, three months later, 
we are in a vastly improved 
position. This is due to our 
hard work, safety protocols 
and the vaccine.

So far, more than half of the 
offenders are partially vaccinat-
ed and almost half the employ-
ees are partially vaccinated.

Here is where we are as of 

Thursday, April 15: 
• After a day with more than 

550 tests on offenders, zero 
new positives!

• 21 offenders have active 
cases of COVID-19.

• One offender is in the hos-
pital.

• No prisons are on red status.
• Only nine prisons are des-

ignated orange.
• Around 130 staff members 

are off the job due to the virus.
It’s an amazing improvement!
Along the way, we were heart-

broken to lose 12 staff members 
to this awful virus, and more 
than 50 offenders with serious 
underlying health conditions.

Along the way, we worried 
every day about our health, 
our families’ health and the 
health of our colleagues.

This is not over. The pandem-
ic is not defeated. I am now, 
however, cautiously optimistic.

This substantial improvement 
since the vaccines arrived in mid-
January is not a coincidence.

This is the result of our 
staff’s hard work, meticu-
lous attention to detail and to 
employees’ commitment and 
resiliency over the past year. 
They are heroes.

And this improvement also 
is a result of this simple fact: 
The vaccines work. They help 
protect people from the poten-
tially deadly, or in some cases 
debilitating, virus.

The vaccines used in our 
prisons are safe. They are ef-
fective. They are tested.

We’ve all been in this to-
gether. We need to get out of 
this together.

Everyone should, at the very 
least, talk with their doctor 
about getting the shot and 
then roll up their sleeves.

They should do it for their 
families. They should do it for 
those they work with and for 
everyone around them.

If nothing else, they should 
do it for themselves.

The vaccine is the path out 
of this pandemic. It’s working!

Todd Ishee is North Carolina’s 
commissioner of prisons. The 
state’s 56 prisons include Nash 
Correctional Institution out-
side Nashville. 

  Wednesday, April 28, 2021   THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com     3A

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Jesus began to weep. (John 11:35)

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank you for listening to our prayers in times 
of difficulty. In your Son’s name we pray. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

DONNA 
CROWE

TODD 
ISHEE



Jeff Scott
ROCKY MOUNT — Jeff Scott, 59, died Sun-

day, April 18, 2021. Arrangements are by Car-
rons Funeral Home, Wilson.

David Louis Smith III
March 13, 1964 — April 15, 2021

BAILEY — David Louis Smith III, 57, died 
Thursday, April 15, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Joyner’s Funeral Home, Wilson.

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at no 
charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid ba-
sis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. Friday for each 
Wednesday’s edition. Contact Lori Parrish at 252-
265-7850 with questions.       

OBITUARIES
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Edgecombe 
deputies 
seek murder 
suspect
From staff reports

TARBORO — Authori-
ties are searching for a 

man facing 
a murder 
charge in 
an April 1 
killing.

The 
Edgecombe 
County 
Sheriff’s Of-

fice said Melvin Cotton 
Jr. of Singletree Drive 
west of Macclesfield is 
accused of fatally shoot-
ing Michael Cobb. Dep-
uties found Cobb’s body 
inside a home on Otter 
Creek Church Road out-
side Macclesfield in the 
early morning hours of 
April 1.

“Cotton should be 
considered armed and 
dangerous. His where-
abouts are unknown at 
this time,” an April 20 
news release states.

Investigators have ob-
tained arrest warrants 
charging Cobb with 
first-degree murder, 
discharging a weapon 
into an occupied dwell-
ing and possession of a 
firearm by a felon.

Anyone who sees Cot-
ton or has information 
on his whereabouts is 
asked to call the Edge-
combe County Sheriff’s 
Office Communications 
Center at 252-641-7911.  

Cotton

Transportation board 
member joins litter cleanup 

All-way stop coming 
to busy intersection
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — A busy 
intersection just north 
of Nashville will be con-
verted into an all-way 
stop, according to state 
transportation officials.

The change will take 
place this week at Taylor 
Store and Castalia roads, 
said Andrew Barksdale, 
spokesman for the N.C. 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s Division 4, which 
includes Nash County.

The change is meant to 
improve safety. Current-
ly, motorists on Castalia 
Road must stop, but not 
those on Taylor Store 
Road, Barksdale said.

The work is set to 
begin around 8 a.m. 
Wednesday and be com-
pleted by early after-
noon. If it’s raining that 
day, the project will be 
rescheduled.

“Drivers should avoid 
the intersection if pos-
sible at this time; other-
wise, they should travel 
through it cautiously and 
expect delays until the 
improvements are com-
pleted,” Barksdale said.

Converting intersec-
tions into all-way stops 
has been shown to 
reduce fatalities and in-
juries by 77%, according 
to information from the 
NCDOT’s website.  

For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — N.C. 
Board of Transportation 
member Melvin Mitch-
ell rolled up his sleeves 
Thursday to pick up trash 
in Nash County where he 
lives.

Mitchell joined eight N.C. 
Department of Transporta-
tion maintenance employ-
ees who completed a litter 
sweep along Pridgen Road 
south of Rocky Mount. 
They fanned out wearing 
reflective vests, gloves and 
masks and tugging along 
orange bags. Their haul 
included bottles and cans, 
plastic bags, crumbled pa-
per, tires and a mattress.

Mitchell, who joined the 
board last year, wanted 
to volunteer in the spring 
statewide Litter Sweep, 

which began April 10.
“Litter is so ugly to look 

at. It really distracts from 
how beautiful North Caro-
lina is,” Mitchell said. “I’m 
glad so many volunteers 

from around the state are 
helping our department 
keep our roadways clean.”

This year, NCDOT 
crews, contractors and 
volunteers have picked up 
a combined 48,300 pounds 
of trash in Nash County 
through April 19.

The department’s Nash 
County maintenance yard 
chose last week to focus ef-
forts on trash collection as 
part of the Litter Sweep ini-
tiative. Participants select-
ed secondary routes, such 
as Pridgen Road, that have 
received a lot of complaints 
about trash accumulation.

WANT TO HELP? 

It’s not too late for people 
to get involved. While the 
Spring Litter Sweep ended 
Saturday, the NCDOT tra-
ditionally holds a Fall Litter 
Sweep each year. People 
may also participate in the 
popular Adopt-A-Highway 
program. Litter is unsightly, 
costs millions of dollars to 
clean up and can hurt the 
environment, tourism and 
the state’s quality of life.

People are reminded to 
follow these helpful tips:

• Secure loads before 
driving. Unsecured trash 
can fly from a vehicle and 
end up as roadside litter.

• Hold onto trash until it 
can be disposed of proper-
ly. Keep a litter bag in your 
vehicle so you can properly 
dispose of trash later.

• Recycle when pos-
sible. Recycling protects 
the environment, saves 
landfill space and keeps 
the community clean.  

Several N.C. Department of Transportation Nash County 
maintenance workers join board member Melvin Mitchell, 
foreground, during a Thursday morning litter sweep along 
Pridgen Road south of Rocky Mount. Contributed photo 

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use the newspaper as a tablecloth 



For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — Nine 
entrepreneurs successfully 
completed the Launch Rocky 
Mount program, the Small 
Business Center at Nash Com-
munity College recently an-
nounced.

With local support from the 
Eastern N.C. Center for Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship at 
North Carolina Wesleyan Col-
lege, the Rocky Mount Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Wells 
Fargo, Small Shops Market-
place, the Rocky Mount Rotary 
and Station Square, students 
were able to attend this course 
at no cost, complete the 
10-week course with a working 
business plan and pitch their 
ideas to a panel of judges. 

Each student received a $500 
microgrant at the conclusion 
of his or her presentation at 
the completion ceremony. Par-
ticipants are eligible for Small 
Business Center endorsements 
on their Kiva loan applica-
tions. Kiva is a nonprofit orga-
nization that offers no-fee, no-
interest loans of up to $15,000 
for entrepreneurs.

The nine participants to suc-
cessfully complete the Launch 
Rocky Mount program are:

• Rhonda Holmes — DiVine 
Art Parties.

• Briana Brake — Spaceway 
Brewing Co.

• Delwin Clark- BoxHause 
Rocky Mount.

• TaMeika Dickens-Arm-
strong — Aunt Sugar and 
Friends Southern Cookin’.

• Tomeka Ford — Royal 
Hairworks.

• Prudence Wilkins — Fit-
2BRoyalty LLC, doing business 
as Queen Status Fitness Studio 
and Ray’s Muscle Max Gym. 

• Allen Jones — Fortis Lo-
gistics.

• Brittney Thomas — Kym-
berlyn.

• Marqus Mercer — Koolest 
Kid Cookin Creations.

Two participants received 
honorable mentions: 

• Marcus Ford — Royal Ex-
perience Cuisines.

• Martha Foye — Marty’s 
Theory.

Desiree Dolberry, vice 
president of marketing and 
events at the Rocky Mount 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
returned as mentor and event 
manager for this spring’s 
Launch Rocky Mount pro-
gram. 

Business mentors who vol-
unteered their time to work 

with Launch Rocky Mount 
participants included Isaac 
Blount, Melanie Diehl, Erin 
Gall, Vichi Jagannathan, Ta-
sha Williams, Fred George, 
Christy Warwick, Dianna Nor-
ville, Teresa May, Ashley Riley, 
Kendrick Ransome, Antonio 
Mitchell, Brian West and Mar-
cus Anderson.

For more information on the 
Launch Rocky Mount business 
program, visit www.launchroc-
kymountbiz.org.

Local The Enterprise
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Column hit high note in dark times
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

In the midst of the coronavi-
rus pandemic last year, read-
ers found solace in the words 
Peachtree News columnist Fran 
Bunn shared. 

Bunn, 76, penned a column 
headlined “God can bring 
blessings out of COVID-19 pan-
demic,” in which she told read-
ers to lean on Jesus for strength 
and keep their faith strong. Her 
words must have struck a chord 
during those dark days, be-
cause the column posted on The 
Enterprise’s website on April 
28, 2020, went viral, receiving 
five times as many page views 
as The Enterprise’s top online 
news story for the entire calen-
dar year. The column appeared 
in The Enterprise’s April 29 

print edition. 
Google Analytics figures 

showed the column 
had been viewed 
50,178 times as of 
mid-December. It 
racked up several 
hundred more page 
views before Jan. 1.

Bunn, a member 
of Peachtree Bap-

tist Church, wrote that in the 
pandemic, everyone had found 
themselves in pain of some form 
or other.

“During this very difficult 
time, we are all going to suffer 
in one way or another,” Bunn 
wrote. “I pray that it is in a mi-
nor way.”

The pain wasn’t figurative for 
Bunn. Her 95-year-old father 
died Feb. 4 from health issues 
including COVID-19. She wrote 
about visiting her father dur-

ing the pandemic in the 2020 
column: “Bob and I were able to 
see and talk to my dad through 
the window at his nursing 
home.”

Reflecting recently on those 
heartbreaking moments, Bunn 
expressed the difficulty involved 
in visiting her elderly father. 

“We had to visit through a 
glass door,” Bunn said. “My 
dad was half blind and deaf. He 
didn’t know we were there.”

Bunn said she’s frustrated 
with people who haven’t obeyed 
orders to wear a mask. She said 
people won’t comply because 
they say it restricts their free-
dom, yet those objectors have 
drivers’ licenses and pay taxes.

“There’s a lot of things we 
have to do, and we are still free,” 
Bunn said. “I don’t understand 
why some people won’t wear 
a mask or get the shot. Why 

wouldn’t you do everything pos-
sible to stop from getting the 
virus? From giving the virus to 
someone else? God taught us 
to help our fellow man. Some 
people won’t help until it hits 
home for them.”

Bunn said God has watched 
over her.  

“I believe in science,” Bunn 
said. “I also have faith. We can’t 
be bystanders.”

Practicing social distancing 
and wearing a mask doesn’t in-
dicate a belief that God’s not in 
control, she said. 

In her column last year, Bunn 
wrote that COVID-19 is a bad 
thing, but there are good gifts 
that God can bring as a result. 

“As I think about my own life, 
and maybe this is true for you, 
through COVID-19, I have been 
reminded that I do not control 
my life,” Bunn said. 

She also quoted Philippians 
4:6, “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known to God.”

When the newspaper pub-
lished Bunn’s high-traffic 
column, the U.S. was about a 
month and a half into the pan-
demic. 

“It just went on and on. 
Churches, restaurants, schools 
closed down,” Bunn said. “Ev-
erything went to Zoom.”

Bunn said she had a hard 
time adjusting to virtual meet-
ings even though her son owns 
a tech company in Washington 
state.

“He kept saying, ‘Come on, 
Mom, you should get this,’” 
Bunn recalled.

Bunn

See COLUMN, Page 2B

9 entrepreneurs complete program

Prudence Wilkins of Queen Status Fitness Studio and Ray’s Muscle Max Gym, center, is shown receiving 
her certificate of completion for the Launch Rocky Mount business program. Wilkins is a Spring Hope 
town commissioner. Contributed photo

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Ladybirds 
swat away 
Hunt in 5 
innings, 19-1 
From staff reports

The Southern Nash High varsity 
softball team had no trouble notch-
ing its 26th straight regular-season 
victory against 3-A Big East Confer-
ence competition Thursday night, 
staggering Hunt with five runs in 
the first inning and 12 more in the 
second to coast to a 19-1 win in five 
innings.

Southern Nash won its ninth game 
in a row, reaching the 7-0 plateau in 
Big East play.

The Ladybirds were focused at 
the plate early, getting a solo home 
run from senior Taylor Bailey before 
freshman Addison Brumfield pro-
vided a bases-clearing triple as part 
of a five-run first for the hosts.  

Bailey finished with three hits and 
drove in three runs, with Brumfield 
adding three hits and four RBIs.

Seniors Alissa Bailey and Kierstin 
Cooper tallied two hits each.

Hunt dropped to 3-5, all within 
conference play. Details were not 
available for the Lady Warriors.

Hunt rallies past Ladybirds 
to remain unbeaten

With time perilously ticking away 
on an unbeaten start to the season 
for the Hunt High varsity girls soccer 
team, the Lady Warriors used a furi-
ous comeback to get by a determined 
Southern Nash side on April 21. 

Hunt trailed 1-0 as the clock ticked 
under 6 minutes remaining. But 
Southern Nash was whistled for a 
handball in the box, allowing the La-
dy Warriors to tie it up on a penalty 
kick. In the 78th minute, Hunt won a 
scramble around the goal to poke in 
the game winner and secure the 2-1 
decision.

The Lady Warriors stayed unde-
feated through eight matches, mov-
ing to 7-0-1 and 6-0 against 3-A Big 
East Conference competition.

Freshman Cappa Bunn and junior 
Kaitlyn Schwartzfager had goals for 
Hunt, with freshman Eva Fatzaun as-
sisting on the game winner.

Hunt took 28 shots and split 
goaltending duties between senior 
Parker Barnes and sophomore Lo-
gan Boone.

Barnes had three first-half saves 
before Boone entered for the second 
half and did not record a stop.

Southern Nash (5-4, 3-4 Big East) 
took a 1-0 halftime lead and held it 
for the majority of the match off a 
corner kick by junior Kaylin Younes. 
In goal, senior Kathryn Robinson 
was credited with “numerous great 
saves” in keeping the Hunt offense in 
check.

Hunt doubles up Firebirds 6-3

The Hunt High boys tennis team 

See ROUNDUP, Page 2B

Gardening is cheaper than 
therapy, and you get strawberries 

I had an amazing treat 
left on my porch last week 
— a beautiful bucket of 
North Carolina strawber-
ries, ruby red and perfect-
ly sweetened by the sun. 

My friend (we’ll call her 
Peggy — because that’s 
her name) brought them 
from Strawberry City in 

Nashville. If you haven’t had North Caro-
lina strawberries, Strawberry City is local, 
and its strawberries will have you dream-
ing of all the berry delights you can make 
— unless you eat them all before you get 
home!

My first successful garden in North 
Carolina had a raised bed of strawberries. 
My grandson and I would venture out 
in the morning and gather produce. We 
would pick the strawberries first and he 
would eat them all while I picked the rest 
of what was ripe that day. I don’t think 
anyone else got strawberries from my 
garden that year.

Spending time in the garden with my 
own grandkids often reminds me of 
the years I had with my grandparents. I 
dearly loved my grandparents, but I used 

to think my grandmother was a little odd. 
Now she’d be very forward-thinking, or 
maybe even called a conservationist, tree 
hugger or earth champion.

My Grandma McNair was born on Nov 
13, 1913, and lived to be 97 years old, with 
96 of those years active and at home. She 
was a child during World War I and a wife 
and mother during WWII when victory 
gardens were a practical necessity and 
patriotic. Popular slogans were “Uncle 
Sam says garden to cut food costs” and 
“Every garden is a munition plant.” Try to 
say that with a straight face! 

I loved to be at her house, especially 
when the pears were ripe. My cousin and 
I would climb up the pear tree and sit on 
her flat roofed shed (I only fell off once) 
and we would gorge on sun-warmed 
pears that we plucked off the tree. I’ve 
never had better pears — ever! 

Grandma would sew us nightgowns 
that had been repurposed from old shirts, 
saved tinfoil to reuse and always recycled 
meat from the church events and funer-
als at which she volunteered — yes, that 
is another story. She collected compost in 
her kitchen, canned everything she grew, 
didn’t spend more than she made and al-

ways had a victory garden.
She sounds impressive now, but when 

I was a teen in the ‘80s, I thought she 
was a little extreme, way too frugal and 
definitely couldn’t be happy living like 
that. As I’ve matured and gotten wiser (at 
least with some things) I realize she was 
smarter than I knew and that her victory 
garden was actually improving her life.

A victory garden can be as small or as 
large as you want, but there are docu-
mented reasons that tending your garden 
will enrich your life. Here are my top five 
reasons for rolling up your sleeves and 
putting seeds in the soil so you can have a 
victory garden, too.

1. Homegrown food just tastes better.
If you’ve never gotten bounty from a 

garden, you are missing out on a slice of 
heaven on earth! In high school, my mom 
would get fresh black-eyed peas from a 
gardener/farmer, and even in my teenage 
angst, I would gladly shell a grocery bag 
full of peas — because nothing from the 
grocery store tastes as wonderful as fresh 
shelled peas. 

I don’t have science to back this up, but 

DEEANN 
RIVERA

See GARDENING, Page 2B
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my kids love when we 
stop at local farms and 
“pick-your-own” produce 
fields. I promise you will 
be sad to even think about 
eating a tomato in Decem-
ber from the grocery store 
after having a ripe, juicy, 
plucked-from-the-vine, 
seasoned-with-sunshine 
tomato from your garden.

2. You know which 
chemicals are on your 
plants. 

 Unfortunately, our 
foods (even organic) do 
not have as much nutri-
tional value as they did in 
years past. Being able to 
know what is on and in 
your foods is becoming 
more important.

3. Green space makes 
you happier. 

In the summer of 2019, I 
participated in a graduate 
urban planning study-
abroad class in Seoul, 
South Korea. My class 
project was on green 
space and its benefits. I’ve 
had the privilege of living 
in Germany and Okinawa, 
Japan, and visiting South 
Korea and these cultures 
will grow things in any 
space available (Think 
doorsteps, windowsills, 
rooftops and even grave-
yards!). Studies find that 
plants can make you hap-
pier. Sunshine + seeds + 
soil = happiness!

4. Growing things helps 
with depression. 

By education, I’m a re-
search nurse. I read a lot 
of studies, and one study 

that I found interesting 
was that gardening helps 
with depression So, with 
Mother’s Day around the 
corner, maybe someone 
you know in a nursing 
facility could be gifted an 
easy-to-grow container 
plant like mint. (The 
Spring Hope Museum will 
happily share some mint 
with you!)

5. Having a hobby de-
creases stress. 

 It doesn’t matter if you 
have loads of land or just a 
tiny spot in your apartment. 
A victory garden hobby can 
thrive and give you benefits 
that go beyond what you 
harvest. Gardening is a 
year-round hobby, although 
you won’t be doing the 
same things year-round.

I encourage you to be-
gin looking for an area 
where you can grow some 
of your favorite fruits or 
vegetables. I also want to 
invite you to garden with 
friends — the Spring Hope 
Garden Club is easy to 
join. We require that you 
are breathing; the gar-
dening part we will learn 
together. I’ll be happy to 
share more information 
and will save you a chair!

Grow some food, share 
what you can’t eat and 
have a victory garden, 
because you deserve to 
thrive — not just survive.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com. 

continued from page 1B

Gardening: ‘Pick-your- own’

claimed four of the six 
singles matches April 21 
at Southern Nash before 
promptly clinching mat-
ters in doubles as the War-
riors proceeded to a 6-3 
victory over the Firebirds.

Hunt climbed to 3-5 — 
both overall and within the 
3-A Big East Conference.

The Warriors picked up 
singles wins from senior 
Ben Tong at No. 1 singles, 
senior Julian Hernandez 
at No. 3, freshman Alexan-
der Ellis in the No. 4 posi-
tion and senior Henson 
Navarette at No. 5.

Hunt claimed the top 
two doubles flights, with 
Tong-Ellis turning back 
the combination of John 
Shearin-Roan Wachowicz 
at No. 1 singles. At No. 
2, senior Ivan Ponce and 
Hernandez turned back 
Southern Nash’s Nathan 
Kiger-Kavin Bryant by an 
8-4 count.

The Firebirds dropped 
to 1-7 in Big East play and 
in all matches.

Southern Nash rolls 
past Northern 16-0

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Southern Nash rolled to a 

16-0 conquest of 3-A Big 
East Conference varsity 
softball host Northern 
Nash on April 20 as ju-
nior pitcher Alexa Daniel 
twirled a five-inning no-
hitter while striking out 11.

The Ladybirds remained 
unbeaten through six Big 
East tests while improv-
ing to 8-1 overall as they 
banged out 15 hits. With 
10 of 11 players to see 
action collecting a hit,  se-
nior Ricki Bartley led the 
way with a 3-for-4 show-
ing that included a double 
and three RBIs. 

Senior Taylor Bailey was 
2 for 3 while also driving 
in three runs. Alissa Bai-
ley doubled twice in two 
at-bats and knocked in a 
run while Alexa Daniel, 
Kayleigh Bakerman and 
Addison Brumfield were 1 
for 2 with two RBIs each.

Northern Nash exited 
1-8 overall and 0-7 in Big 
East action.

Ladybirds blank 
Northern Nash 2-0

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Southern Nash picked up 
a goal in each half as the 
Ladybirds held onto third 
place in the 3-A Big East 
Conference with a 2-0 
defeat of host Northern 
Nash on April 19. 

Amber Patterson scored 
on a pass from Charlotte 
Benson for the Ladybirds’ 
first goal with less than 
eight minutes to play in 
the first half. Southern 
Nash, which advanced 
to 5-3 overall and 3-3 in 
Big East play, struggled to 
put the ball in the net in 

the second half, despite 
numerous shots on goal. 
Jada Zimmerman finally 
broke through with Layla 
Austin on the assist.

Southern Nash’s defense 
was paced by Valerie Velez, 
Lesli Alonso and Jessica 
Garcia, along with goal-
keeper Kathryn Robinson, 
who made several saves.

Ladybirds slug 
Bunn 10-4

BUNN — Southern Nash 
stepped out of 3-A Big East 
Conference play April 19 
for its final nonconference 
game, a 10-4 win at 2-A 
Bunn of the 1-A/2-A North-
ern Carolina Conference.

It was the seventh 
straight win for the Lady-
birds after a season-open-
ing loss to Corinth Hold-
ers. Southern Nash scored 
five runs in the top of the 
first and added two more 
in the second before the 
Wildcats (6-3) responded 
with their four in the bot-
tom of the third inning. 

Freshman Ariel Perry 
stroked a two-run single to 
highlight the first-inning 
uprising. Winning pitcher 
Alexa Daniel roped a 
run-scoring double while 
Ricki Bartley and Addison 
Brumfield each lashed RBI 
singles in the frame.

Kierstin Cooper 
smashed a two-run double 
in the second while Taylor 
Bailey knocked a two-run 
double with two out in 
the fifth. Bartley added 
another RBI single in the 
sixth. She and Cooper 
each had three hits for the 
Ladybirds.

Bunn said she wasn’t prepared for how 
long the virus and shutdowns would last.

“I thought it would be over really fast,” 
Bunn said. “Now the news is saying the 
virus is picking back up again.”

Bunn said it’s been hard not being able 
to talk to anyone in her family face-to-
face.

“I didn’t get to see my kids for a year,” 
Bunn said. 

Her son lives in Tacoma, Washington, 
and her daughter lives in Boone.

“My grandson lives in Michigan,” Bunn 
added. “I couldn’t go to his wedding.”

People are starting to complain about 
the possibility of having to get a booster 
shot for the coronavirus vaccine, Bunn 
said.

“We get a flu shot every year,” said 
Bunn, speaking to the newspaper last 
week after a long day of peeling potatoes 
for the Oak Level Ruritan Club’s recent 
drive-thru barbecue plate dinner. 

Bunn has served as the Peachtree News 
column’s weekly author for about four 
years. Prior to that, she filled in several 
times over the years for the previous author. 

Bunn’s husband was an FBI agent, and 
they lived in Virgina for 40 years prior to 
retiring to Nash County in 1999. Bunn 
has been a schoolteacher and ran a com-
mercial glass company in her lifetime.

“When you said the column received 
such high numbers, I couldn’t believe it,” 
Bunn said. “I thought just a few folks in 
the Peachtree community read it. I feel 
people were searching and God led them 
to the column.”

Column: ‘People were searching’
continued from page 1B

Roundup: Ladybirds remained unbeaten
continued from page 1B
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Faith in Jesus empowers 
Christians to be brave 

The 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
congre-
gation, 
family and 
friends 
welcomed 
a number 

of new visitors on Sunday. 
They all worshipped our 
Lord. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Catherine Gupton 
in loving memory of her 
husband, G.B. Gupton.

Special music: Jane May 
performed a piano solo. 
Marta Whitehouse sang 
the song “Be Brave.”  

A REASON FOR BRAVERY

My devotional this 
week is taken from the 
song “Be Brave,” lyrics by 
McKameys, and from my 
thoughts. 

This week, I am writing 
my devotional differently.

My friend Marta White-
house, in her struggles 
with health issues, 
started me thinking 
about all that is going on 
around us, and I thought 
we need support in our 
struggles.

Marta sang the song 
“Be Brave,” as her solo at 
church. She has sung this 
song before, but on Sun-
day it was just so powerful 
because of all she is going 
through, and friends who 
just lost their daughter to 
cancer and so many oth-
ers in this world who are 
struggling.

We all have struggled 
at different times, but it 
seems like people have 
struggled more this past 
year.

We have seen war and 
hate in the form of racism. 
Riots and burning. Killing 
our fellow man. Our po-
litical views causing us to 
disagree with one another 
to the point of not speak-
ing to our friends and rela-
tives.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has affected us in ways 
we never thought possible 
in a world as progressive 
as ours.

 We have been over-
whelmed by the chaos and 
difficulties of all that is 
going on.  

I shared the lyrics to “Be 
Brave” in the hope that it 
will help. 

“I know the pain/ Of 
prayers that/ Go unan-
swered/ And I wrestled/ 
With what’s practical/ 
And when I must have 
faith/ But greater is the 
One who lives In me/So 
I’ll stand on the promises 
he’s made.

“So I’ll be brave, I’ll be 
strong, sharing the gospel 
until/The whole world 
knows that Jesus lives and 
he still saves/ And he’ll 
fight the battle for us any 
day/Be brave.” 

In Philippians 4:6, 
the Bible tells us, “Do not 
be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known 

to God.”

THE CUP OF SUFFERING

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “Jesus Summitted 
to Death for Our Sake” by 
Billy Graham, from “Gar-
den of Gethsemane.”

“I’ve always been puz-
zled by a prayer of Jesus 
just before His arrest. 
From what I’ve heard, it 
almost sounds like He 
didn’t want to die, and was 
even asking God to stop 
what was about to hap-
pen. Is this true?

“You’re referring to Je-
sus’ prayer in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, a seclud-
ed area just outside the 
city of Jerusalem. He took 
three of His closest dis-
ciples with Him, who fell 
asleep while He struggled 
in prayer (an illustration, 
I’m afraid, of their spiri-
tual dullness — and ours).

“In His prayer, Jesus 
looked deeply into the 
‘cup’ He was about to 
drink — that is, the expe-
rience He was about to 
undergo. What did He see 
in that symbolic ‘cup?’ 
He saw far more than the 
physical suffering He was 
about to face — terrible 
as that would be. Instead, 
He saw the sins of the 
entire human race, and 
by accepting the ‘cup,’ 
He would be taking upon 
Himself God’s judgment 
for those sins. He was 
without sin, but now He 
was about to take upon 
Himself the terrors of 
death and hell for us.

“No wonder Christ 
asked God if there was 
any other way our sal-
vation could be won! 
No wonder He prayed, 
‘My Father, if it is pos-
sible, may this cup be 
taken from me’ (Mat-
thew 26:39). He knew 
the physical agony of the 
cross would be nothing 
compared to the spiritual 
agony He would experi-
ence, bearing the punish-
ment for our sins.

“But Jesus’ prayer in 
Gethsemane didn’t end 
there! Instead, He submit-
ted completely to the will of 
His Father, knowing there 
was no other way our sal-
vation could be won. Don’t 
ever take lightly what Jesus 
Christ did for you. He gave 
His life for you — and may 
you give your life to Him in 
return.”

Bible verse for the 
month of April 2021: He-
brews 12: 2.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

“A Testimony of Trust, 
Surrender and Humility,” 
with Scripture from Mat-
thew 26: 36-42.

“How do you drink your 
bitter cup? How do we 
handle the most difficult 
moments in our lives?

“Jesus struggled in the 
Garden, but then He sur-
rendered to God’s will.

“We struggle with God’s 
will as well. I believe 
God’s will will be done no 
matter what we think or 
want. But God made us 
a promise, and God will 
never leave us alone.” 

FRAN 
BUNN
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
COUNTY OF WAKE

THE UNDERSIGNED , having 
qualified on the  12 th day of 
March, 2021, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HAFLEY , 
Deceased, of Wake County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 

on or before the 6 th day of July, 
2021, or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This, the 7 th day of April, 2021.

GAIL HALFEY
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HALFEY
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham , North Carolina 27717

NOTE: For publication in The 
Wake Weekly on the following 
dates: April 7, 2021, April 14, 
2021, April 21, 2021, and April 28, 
2021. Please send the Statement 
and Proof of Publication to Post 
Office Box 51549, Durham, North 
Carolina 27717-1549.
The Enterprise

April 7, 2021

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

COUNTY OF NASH
THE UNDERSIGNED, having qual-
ified on the 22nd day of October, 
2020, as the of the ESTATE OF 
Nancy Wicker Pierce, Deceased, 
of Nash County, North Carolina, do 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 26 
2021 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 21st day of April, 2021.
JESSICA PIERCE VESTER
executor
6809 Woodmere Drive
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Enterprise
April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS

General Services

Roofing/Gutter Service

Home Repairs

NOTICES

Adult Care
Need 2 - 3 Semi Volunteer

Christian caregivers for wonderful
90 year old Father in East Raleigh.
Needs 24/7 care, stipend $80 for 24

hour. Dad Covid
vaccinated and care giver must be

Adult Care
hour. Dad Covid

vaccinated and care giver must be
also. My main caregiver out for 2

months soon. 24/72 hr shifts straight
through. Really need help if able.

Please leave clear voicemail.
773-251-5957. Thank you much!

JOBS

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

General Laborer
Various Task

Full Time, Entry Level
Call (252)371-3144

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

The Enterprise
252-243-5151

Puppy 
Puddles

Read,  
Reuse  

& Recycle

The Enterprise

Discover 
Your 

Neighborhood 
with


