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Weathercast With Albert Thomas Jr. Preview of 
the week posted Tuesdays. Preview of the weekend 
posted Saturdays. wilsontimes.com

TUESDAY
Sunny

HI 83    LO 57

WEDNESDAY
Mostly sunny

HI 86    LO 62

THURSDAY
Mostly sunny

HI 87    LO 66

School nurses carry heavy load

Nurse Ginger Phillips checks a Rock Ridge Elementary School student’s eyesight on April 20. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Cooper-Suggs bill 
seeks 1 nurse per 
campus  
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  
| 252-265-7818

As one of six Wilson County 
Schools nurses, Ginger Phil-
lips has a high student-to-nurse 
ratio.  

“I am responsible for the 
health of over 2,300 students,” 
said Phillips, the nurse for Rock 
Ridge and Lee Woodard elemen-
tary schools, Springfield Middle 
School and Hunt High School. 

“That’s a lot of responsibility 

for one person when the preva-
lence of chronic health condi-
tions such as diabetes, epilepsy, 
asthma and food allergies is 
increasing every year,” Phillips 
said. “For every student with a 
chronic condition, school nurses 
create individualized health 
plans and emergency action 
plans. We act as health advo-
cates in 504 and IEP meetings, 
conduct health screenings and 
referrals and educate and train 
teachers and staff on student 
health, safety and emergency 
plans.”

The National Association of 
School Nurses would rather 
see one school nurse for every 
750 students. Wilson County 
Schools’ six nurses each have 
four schools. 

A bill in the N.C. General As-
sembly would drastically im-
prove the ratio. House Bill 347, 
cosponsored by Rep. Linda Coo-
per-Suggs, D-Wilson, aims to 
place one nurse in each school 
in districts across the state.

Cooper-Suggs said she chose 
to join the legislation filed by 
Rep. Cynthia Ball, D-Wake, 
because she “truly believes in 
my heart (in) one school, one 
nurse.”

One nurse covering several 
schools may not be able to re-
spond quickly to medical emer-
gencies, Cooper-Suggs said. 

“We know that emergencies 
are not scheduled, especially 
for our children or even for the 
adults who may be there,” she 
said. “Schools, for many of our 

children, are like a walk-in clin-
ic, which means that many chil-
dren who suffer from (health 
conditions), whether it is going 
to be obesity, asthma, autism, 
eating disorders, food allergies 
or ADHD or other illnesses.

“Nurses are there not only to 
help from a medical standpoint, 
but also just counseling our 
children as to the importance 
of these medications or other 
things that they could do to 
improve their quality of life at a 
very young age.”

Cooper-Suggs said “children 
do not leave their health care 
needs at the door.”

“Sometimes even the adults 
need to go in to be seen by the 

See NURSES, Page 2A

Biddle to lead police department 
From staff reports 

Maj. Scott Biddle, a 29-year Wilson 
Police Department veteran, has been 
named the city’s new police chief. The 
decision came after long-serving Police 
Chief Thomas Hopkins announced his 
retirement last week. Biddle will succeed 
Hopkins on June 1.  

“I am honored and humbled by the op-
portunity to lead the outstanding men 
and women of the Wilson Police Depart-
ment,” Biddle said in a Monday news re-
lease. “I look forward to continuing our 
legacy of building partnerships within 
the community to meet our challenges 
together. The Wilson Police Department 

will always work hard to contribute to 
Wilson’s tradition as an outstanding 

place to live and raise a fam-
ily.”  

Biddle joined the Wil-
son Police Department in 
September 1992 following 
graduation from West Vir-
ginia University. He worked 
his way through the ranks, 
serving as police officer I, 

police officer II, senior police officer in 
the patrol division and detective. He was 
promoted to major in 2011. 

Biddle has worked on the bicycle 
team and in the detective and narcotics 
divisions and the Problem-Oriented Re-

sponse Team. He’s served as a member 
and team leader on the police depart-
ment’s tactical unit, known as the Spe-
cial Response Team.  

“Major Biddle is not only a great leader 
within the Wilson Police Department, 
he’s an outstanding citizen of our com-
munity,” City Manager Grant Goings 
said in a prepared statement. “His pas-
sion for WPD and our city is contagious. 
He will be a great chief and an outstand-
ing mentor to the future leaders of our 
department. I am honored to have the 
privilege of appointing him as our next 
chief of police.”  

City officials say Biddle has a long-
standing commitment to community 

and youth outreach. He was a cofounder 
of the Wilson Police Athletics League 
in 1994. He’s coached youth baseball 
through Wilson Parks and Recreation 
and the Wilson Boys & Girls Club for 
more than 20 years. He is a member of 
PAL’s board of directors and volunteers 
at many PAL camps, mentorship pro-
grams and youth activities. Biddle also 
coaches football and baseball at Toisnot 
Middle School.

Earlier this year, Biddle received the 
Paul Lee Stevens Humanitarian of the 
Year Award — the Wilson Human Rela-
tions Commission’s highest honor — for 

Biddle

See BIDDLE, Page 2A

2 charged 
in catalytic 
converter 
thefts 
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  
| 252-265-7879

Two people are accused in 
a rash of catalytic converter 

thefts in Wilson 
and Nash coun-
ties. 

The Nash Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
arrested 28-year-
old Christopher 
Ryann Tyndall 
and 30-year-old 
Brittany Michelle 
Pierce on Thurs-
day after depu-
ties encountered 
the pair while 
responding to a 
suspicious vehicle 
call in the Sandy 
Cross community, 

Maj. Eddie Moore said. 
Tyndall ran away and was 

captured a short time later, 
Moore said. 

“Heroin was discovered dur-
ing the encounter,” he said. 

During an interview, inves-
tigators learned that Tyndall 
and Pierce were responsible 
for multiple catalytic con-
verter thefts, primarily in 
the Wilson area, Moore said, 
adding that the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office had one case 
involving both individuals. 

Nash deputies contacted the 
Wilson Police Department, 
which obtained arrest war-
rants based on information 
gleaned from deputies’ inter-
views, Moore said. 

Pierce was charged with 
seven counts each of causing 
injury to property to obtain 

See THEFTS, Page 9A
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nurse as they begin their 
day,” she said. “I sup-
port the bill and we need 
resources to help pay to 
have enough nurses for 
every school in Wilson 
County for our Wilson 
County children.”

Phillips said her schools 
are anywhere from 5-16 
miles apart. 

“School nurses also 
oversee and ensure that all 
processes and procedures 
related to medication 
at school are compliant 
with state laws, as well as 
health assessments and 

immunizations,” Phillips 
said.  

Scheduling can be dif-
ficult for nurses juggling 

multiple schools. 
“Travel can be a chal-

lenge, especially when 
you’re needed at two 
schools in one day, some-
times even three,” Phillips 
said. “It’s also not uncom-
mon to be at one school 
and triaging over the phone 
for my other schools. 
Sometimes my phone rings 
constantly while still trying 
to manage my duties at the 
school that I am currently 
at that day.”

Phillips said school 
nursing isn’t just applying 
bandages and taking tem-
peratures. 

“With all that we are re-

quired to do, it takes much 
longer to complete every-
thing when we are only 
at each school one day 
per week or less,” Phillips 
said. “I’m one that likes to 
have everything done in a 
timely manner. However, 
the ratio of students to 
nurses is too great for me 
to be able to complete ev-
erything on time.” 

Phillips said she’s 
learned to prioritize her 
roles and responsibilities 
“and make every effort to 
get the job done.”

Wilson County Schools 
administrators said school 
nurses are expected to ad-
here to their schedule as 
much as feasible. 

“I try to adhere to one 
school a day; however, 
that can be challenging 
and is not always the 
case,” Phillips said. “There 
are always unforeseen stu-
dent and school needs that 
arise, and I have to remain 
flexible.”  

Phillips visits Hunt High 

School weekly, although 
the school’s enrollment 
accounts for half of her 
students.

Phillips, a 2000 Hunt 
High School graduate, has 
worked for Wilson County 
Schools for seven years.

She has also worked 
in the pediatric inten-
sive care units at both 
WakeMed and UNC Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

“The most rewarding 
thing about being a nurse 
for the schools and school 
students is helping stu-
dents and their families 
learn how to navigate 
their health to help sup-
port their educational 
goals,” Phillips said. “I 
was called to make a dif-
ference. I always knew 
I wanted to work with 
children and advocate for 
them at their most vulner-
able times. Health care 
has always been fascinat-
ing to me and a profession 
that I knew would chal-
lenge me.”  

his dedication to the Wil-
son community. 

“I am committed to 
maintaining and enhanc-
ing our youth outreach 
programs,” Biddle said. 
“I have seen firsthand 
how these programs can 
change lives and improve 
our community.”

City officials said Biddle 
provided expert advice 
and leadership on pro-
grams for the Wilson 
community. Working with 
Wilson County Schools, 
he helped create the 
Gentlemen’s Agreement, 

a mentorship program 
pairing community lead-
ers with high school-age 
young men, according to 
Rebecca Agner, the city’s 
communications and mar-
keting director. He also 
coordinated Wilson For-
ward’s Youth Master Plan 
Safety Team, establishing 
protocols for school safety 
and threat response for 
Wilson County Schools. 
That plan received the 
State Emergency Manag-
er’s Award, she added. 

“I look forward to working 
with the City Council, the 
city’s leadership team and 
the city’s remarkable em-
ployees,” Biddle said. “I ap-
preciate the opportunity that 
I have been given and will 
work diligently to continue 
the amazing work of the 
Wilson Police Department.”    

Biddle’s service to the 
Wilson community spans 
several decades. He serves 
on the United Way of Wil-
son’s executive board of 
directors and has raised 
money for the organization 
throughout his career. He 
holds leadership positions 
with PAL, the Rotary Club 
of Greater Wilson and Di-
versified Opportunities and 
is a member of First United 
Methodist Church’s Vol-
unteers in Mission Team. 
He has coordinated the 
Wilson Police Department 
Golf Tournament, the larg-
est annual PAL fundraiser, 
and works with the Wilson 
County Special Olympics 
and Camp Sunshine.   

continued from page 1A

Biddle: ‘I am committed’

Nurses: ‘I’m one that likes to have everything done in a timely manner’
continued from page 1A

Nurse Ginger Phillips is responsible for some 2,300 
students’ health at four Wilson County public schools.  
Drew C. Wilson | Times
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Charles Stanley Dildy
Oct. 27, 1951 — April 19, 2021

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Charles Stanley Dildy, 
69, passed away Monday, April 19, 2021, at his 

home surrounded by 
loved ones. 

He was born Oct. 
27, 1951, in Wilson, to 
the late Leroy Dildy 
and Louise Ham. 
Charles attended Fike 
High School in Wilson 
and was also a retired 
tobacco buyer for the 
Dibrell Brothers and 
a retired car salesman 
for Paul Miller Ford. 

He is survived by 
his loving wife of 40 
years, Jennifer Hilen; 
three children, Peyton 

Dildy, Tasha Prater (Bill Stanczak) and Trista 
(Billy) Willoughby; three brothers, David (Debo-
rah) Dildy, Marshall (Sharron) Dildy and John 
(Loretta) Dildy, all of North Carolina; two sisters, 
Marlene (Henry) Trevathan and Lou Ann (Rob-
ert) Davenport, all of North Carolina; five grand-
children, Braeden Holton, Kannon Willoughby, 
Kinley Willoughby, Kingston Willoughby and 
Harper Stanczak; and several nieces and neph-
ews. 

Funeral services was held Friday, April 23, 
at Kerr Brothers Funeral Home – Main Street. 
Burial followed in the Lexington Cemetery. Visi-
tation was held Friday prior to the service at the 
funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, please contact Loretta Dildy 
(lorrettadildy@yahoo.com) for a suggested charity.

A memorial service will be held at 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 1, at Wilbanks Christian Church, 
6138 N.C. 42, Elm City. Masking is required ac-
cording to CDC guidelines.

Arrangements are by Kerr Brothers Funeral 
Home, Lexington, Kentucky.

Wilbert David Best
Feb. 7, 1949 — April 22, 2021

BAILEY — Wilbert David Best, 72, passed 
away Thursday. His funeral service will be held 

at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 27, at Joyner’s 
Funeral Home, Wil-
son. Interment will 
follow in Bailey Town 
Cemetery. 

The family will 
receive friends from 
12:30-1:45 p.m. 
Tuesday prior to the 
service at Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home, 4100 Ra-
leigh Road Parkway, 
Wilson.

Wilbert served in 
law enforcement for 
more than 30 years.

Wilbert is survived by his daughters, Tammy 
Finn and husband, Sparky, Lora Hall and 
boyfriend, Johnathon High, and Amy Harrell; 
granddaughters, Heather Mozingo, Stephanie 
Talton, Brittany Pierce and Angel Harrell; eight 
great-grandchildren; sisters, Ruth Whitley and 
Peggy Barnes; brothers, Kermit Best, Ricky Best 
and Harold Best; very special friend, Fred Hall; 
his special friend, Jeanette Bass; and Cee-Cee, 
his beloved four-legged companion.

He was preceded in death by his granddaugh-
ter, Kali Woodruff; parents, William David and 
Mary Etta Parrish Best; and his brothers, Wil-
liam Best and Donald Best.  

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Billestine Faye Joyner Bunn
Sept. 26, 1936 — April 7, 2021

Billestine Faye Joyner Bunn, 84, of Wilson, 
passed away Wednesday. A celebration of life 

will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, May 1, at 
West Wilson Church 
of God, 3322 N.C. 42 
W., Wilson. Pastor 
Steve Edmondson will 
officiate.

Billestine is sur-
vived by her son, 
Greg Bunn and wife, 
Kimberly; daughter, 
Mitzi Poulin; grand-
sons, Bradley Privette 
and Nicholas Poulin; 
granddaughters, Sa-
vannah Morris, Aislin 
Bunn and Angie La-

Grander; sisters, Gail Boykin and Donna Whit-
ley; and her stepson, William Cook.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Dorsey Bunn; parents, Roma Joyner and Estelle 
Bray Brantley; daughter, Melanie Mead; son, Walter 
Privette; parents, Roma Joyner and Estelle Bray 
Brantley; brother, Ronnie Joyner; and sister, Joyce 
Jansen.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Georgia Bass O’Briant
Nov. 3, 1948 — April 22, 2021

WALSTONBURG — Georgia Bass O’Briant, 
72, died Thursday, April 22, 2021. Arrangements 
are by Joyner’s Funeral Home, Wilson.

Adock Kent
Adock Kent, 84, of Wilson, died Saturday, April 24, 

2021. Arrangements are by Carrons Funeral Home.

Cynthia Albrenda Lathan
Cynthia Albrenda Lathan, 70, of Wilson, died 

April 22, 2021 at Hillcrest  Convalescent Center 
in Durham, Funeral 
services will be held 
at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
April 29, at St. John 
AME Zion Church, 
119 Pender St. E., Wil-
son, with the Rev. Dr. 
Lamont Freeman Fos-
ter officiating. Burial 
will follow in Rest Ha-
ven Cemetery, 1717 
Bishop L.N. Forbes 
Lane, Wilson. 

The family will as-
semble at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, April 29, at 

her residence for the 
procession to the church.

Out of love and respect for the family and in 
accordance with CDC guidelines, masks and so-
cial distancing are required at all times and at all 
venues. Please be reminded of the limitations on 
gathering size.

Professional and personal services are en-
trusted to Edwards Funeral Home, 805 Nash St. 
E., Wilson. Direct condolences to www.edwards-
cares.com.

Bonita B. Mildon
Bonita Beddingfield Mildon, 54, of the Rock 

Ridge community, died Friday, April 23, 2021.
Funeral will be held 

at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 27, in Evergreen 
Memorial Park. Social 
distancing and masks 
are encouraged.

She is survived by 
her daughter, Pamela 
Mildon (fiancé, Chase 
Edwards) of Wilson; 
son, Eddie Mildon of 
Wilmington; parents, 
Curtis and Jenny Col-
lie Beddingfield of 
Wilson; and brother, 
Travis Beddingfield 

(Becky) of Wilson. 
Bonita had retired from the Wilson County 

school system as a special education teacher.   
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to 

Pennies From Angels, P.O. Box 511, Black Creek, 
NC 27813.

Arrangements are by Wilson Memorial Ser-
vice, 2811 Fieldstream Drive N., Wilson; www.
wilsonmemorialservice.com; 252-237-7171.

Eddie Junior Joyner
ELM CITY — Ed-

die Junior Joyner, 68, 
died Wednesday, April 
21, 2021. Funeral will 
be held at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 1, at Ste-
vens Funeral Home. A 
walk-through visita-
tion will be from 3-6 
p.m. Friday, April 30, 
at Stevens Funeral 
Home. Arrangements 
are by Stevens Funer-
al Home, Wilson.

William Dale Rowley
ROCKY MOUNT — William Dale Rowley, 57, 

passed away Thursday, April 22, 2021. 
He was born in Akron, Ohio, and resided in 

Rocky Mount. He loved his family and was an 
avid fisherman and nature lover. 

He was preceded in death by his brother, John 
Charles Rowley; his first wife, Lee Anne Overton 
Rowley; and his two infant children, William Lee 
Rowley and Chelsea Nicole Rowley. 

He leaves precious memories to his loving 
wife, Kellie Rowley; daughter, Tyler Anne 
Rowley; his parents, William O. Rowley and 
Patricia Rowley Brinson; his sister, Jennifer 
Rowley and wife, Regina Perfetto; stepfather, 
Winfred Brinson; stepmother, Karen Row-
ley; stepsister, Jeni Guerra; and three loving 
grandchildren. 

A private service will be held at a later date.
Cornerstone Funeral Home, 1052 S. First St., 

Nashville, is honored to be caring for the Row-
ley family. Words of comfort may be shared at 
www.cornerstonefuneralhomeandcremations.
com. 

Hattie Alston-Doughty
BAILEY  — Hattie “Jackie” Alston-Doughty, 

57, died Thursday, April 22, 2021. Funeral will be 
held at 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 28, at Middle-
sex Memorial Garden. Visitation will be 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 27, at Carrons Funeral Home. 
Arrangements are by Carrons Funeral Home, 
Wilson.

Jeffery L. Hobbs
LA GRANGE — Jeffery L. Hobbs, 52, died 

Thursday, April 22, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Britt Funeral Home, La Grange. 

Lou Aycock Holland
Jan. 4, 1925 — April 20, 2021

Lou Aycock Holland, 96, of Maine, formerly of 
Wilson, died Tuesday, April 20, 2021. Arrange-
ments are by Joyner’s Funeral Home, Wilson.

Elaine Hopkins
Elaine Hopkins, 67, 

of Wilson, died Mon-
day, April 19, 2021. 
Funeral will be held at 
noon Saturday, May 1, 
at Contending for the 
Faith Church Minis-
tries. A walk-through 
visitation will be from 
3-6 p.m. Friday, April 
30, at Stevens Funeral 
Home. Arrangements 
are by Stevens Fu-
neral Home.

Rufus James Baker
Nov. 30, 1946 — April 22, 2021

Rufus James Baker, 74, of Wilson, passed away 
Thursday. A graveside service was held at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 25, in Evergreen Memorial Park, 
Wilson. The Rev. Rex Edwards officiated.

The family received friends 6-8 p.m. Saturday, 
April 24, at Joyner’s Funeral Home, 4100 Raleigh 
Road Parkway, Wilson.

Rufus is survived by his loving wife, Ann 
Thomas Baker; son, Richard Baker and wife, 
Tracy, of Wilson; granddaughter, Amber Baker 
Starks and husband, Colton, of La Grange; 
grandson, Alex James Baker of Wilson; great-
granddaughter, Danielle Leigh Starks of La 
Grange, and his sister, Florence McKeel of 
Rocky Mount.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Alex 
and Ada Baker; sisters, Ethel Forbes, Mildred 
Proctor, Britt Dean and Ann Baker, and his 
brother, A.D. Baker.

Flowers are welcome or consider memorials to 
Cornerstone Free Will Baptist Church, 4673 Bell 
Road, Walstonburg, NC 27888.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

William Charles Cubberley
June 6, 1945 — April 16, 2021

William “Bill” Charles Cubberley, 75, of New 
York, passed away Friday, April 16, 2021.  

Bill is survived by his mother, Catherine B. 
Cubberley; sister, Judith C. LeGrand; nephews, 
Gordon C. LeGrand, M.D., and Charles W. Le-
Grand and wife, Alaine; and his great-nephew, 
Thomas A. LeGrand.

He was preceded in death by his father, 
Charles L. Cubberley, M.D.; and his brother-in-
law, Gordon Buck LeGrand, M.D.

In lieu of flowers, please consider memorials 
to First Christian Church, P.O. Box 2702, Wilson, 
NC 27894.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

James Alan Overton Sr.
April 11, 1941 — April 24, 2021

James Alan Overton Sr., 80, of Wilson, passed 
away Saturday. A memorial service will be held 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 28, at Joyner’s Funer-
al Home, 4100 Raleigh Road Parkway, Wilson. 
The Rev. Rusty Russell will officiate.

James is survived by his wife of 58 years, El-
eanor King Overton; daughter, Deborah Ann O. 
Caples and husband, Josh, of Brown Summit; 
son, James Alan Overton Jr. and wife, Kimberly, 
of Wilson; grandsons, Christopher Randell Bieri 
of Greenville, Samuel King Overton of Wilson 
and Jameson Alexander Overton of Wilson; and 
his sister, Sandra Hager.

Flowers are welcome or please consider memori-
als in James’ memory to the Masonic Home for Chil-
dren of Oxford, 600 College St., Oxford, NC 27565.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Joseph Rudolph Gifford
May 1, 1928 — April 24, 2021

Joseph “Rudolph” Gifford died Saturday, April 
24, 2021. Arrangements are by Joyner’s Funeral 
Home.

Peggie Swain Brown
Peggie Swain Brown, 81, died Friday, April 

23, 2021. Arrangements are by Stevens Funeral 
Home.
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Betty Jean Jones
Betty Jean Jones, 

66, of Wilson, died 
Monday, April 19, 
2021. Funeral will be 
held at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 30, at Stevens 
Funeral Home. Visita-
tion will be from 2-5 
p.m. Thursday, April 
29, at Stevens Funeral 
Home. Arrangements 
are by Stevens Fu-
neral Home.

 
Daphne Lewis

PIKEVILLE — 
Daphne M. Lewis, 90, 
formerly of Wilson, 
died Wednesday, April 
21, 2021. Funeral 
will be held at noon 
Saturday, May 1, at 
Wilson Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church. 
A walk-through visita-
tion will be from 3-6 
p.m. Friday, April 30, 
at Stevens Funeral 
Home. Arrangements 
are by Stevens Funer-
al Home, Wilson.

Hilton D. Petway
Hilton D. Petway, 75, of Wilson, died April 25, 

2021, in his home. 
Funeral will be 2 

p.m. Friday, April 
30, at Ascension Lu-
theran Church. Burial 
will be in Maplewood 
Cemetery.

The visitation will 
be held from 6:30-8 
p.m. Thursday at Wil-
son Memorial Service. 
Social distancing and 
masks are suggested. 

Hilton was quite 
active in his church 
and enjoyed volun-
teering throughout 
the community in 

helping seniors with numerous chores. He did it 
even more after retiring from his many years at 
Carolina Telephone, which ended with Embarq 
Telephone.  

Surviving is his wife, Dalen Lanier Petway; 
daughter, Sharon P. Wethington (Mark) of Elm 
City; sisters, Bonnie Bass of Fremont and Betty 
Jean Phillips of Clinton; and brother, Milton Pet-
way of Graham.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to 
Veterans Residential Services, 2500 Nash St. N., 
Suite E, Wilson, NC 27896-1394.

Arrangements are by Wilson Memorial Ser-
vice, 2811 Fieldstream Drive N., Wilson, 252-
237-7171; www.wilsonmemorialservice.com.

THE WILSON TIMES publishes brief death notices at 
no charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid 
basis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. the day before 
the obituary is to be published. Contact Lori Parrish 
at 252-265-7850 with questions.

Hilton D. Petway

Daphne Lewis

Betty Jean Jones

Obituaries: 
continued from page 3A

Cooking fire injures Wilson resident
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  
| 252-265-7821

A Wilson resident was injured in 
a Saturday morning kitchen fire.

Wilson Fire/Rescue Services 
crews responded to a 5:26 a.m. 
blaze on the 200 block of Park Av-
enue. Firefighters reported light 
smoke still coming from the apart-
ment, but the fire had already been 
extinguished. 

Deputy Fire Chief Jim Campbell 
said crews worked to clear the 
smoke from two apartments on the 
second floor while Wilson County 
EMS assessed one resident’s condi-

tion. The person was later taken to 
Wilson Medical Center for evalua-
tion.

Investigators determined the 
cooking fire was accidental.

“While it may seem like we are 
having more kitchen fires than nor-
mal, our kitchen fire numbers were 
actually down for the first quarter 
compared to last year,” Campbell 
said. “Our data shows we had 13 
kitchen fires in the first quarter of 
last year compared to nine in the 
first quarter of this year. Our goal is 
to reduce that number to zero.”

COVID-19 has forced the fire 
department to rework is prevention 
programs. 

“We are currently tailoring our 
education programs to a virtual 
platform in an effort to keep our 
personnel as safe as possible dur-
ing the pandemic,” Campbell 
added.

Fire safety tips and proactive 
measures are often shared via so-
cial media, Greenlight Channel 8 
and the city of Wilson’s website.

“While COVID has changed our 
approach to public education, 
our efforts are still strong, which 
have resulted in zero fire deaths 
in the city of Wilson during the 
pandemic and zero fire deaths in 
the past three years,” Campbell 
said.  

NEW LIBRARY BOOKS

Following are new books at the Wilson County Public Library.

Celebrating 150 years 
During Sunday’s worship service, Mayor Carlton 
L. Stevens Jr. presented a resolution and proclama-
tion to the congregation of First Christian Church 
on behalf of the Wilson City Council declaring 
Tuesday as First Christian Church Day and not-
ing the council’s tribute and best wishes on the  
church’s 150th anniversary. Accepting the framed 
resolution and proclamation on behalf of First 
Christian Church is board chair Kathy Daughety. 
First Christian Church’s sesquicentennial celebra-
tion begins Tuesday and will continue for 150 days, 
culminating in a sesquicentennial celebration 
weekend Sept. 24-26. To learn more about the cel-
ebration, visit www.fccwilson.org/150.
 Contributed photo

Market 
returns 
Michelle Driver, 
left, of Michelle 
Driver Art shows 
her stained glass 
mosaic pots to Jes-
sica Satterfield at 
Saturday’s opening 
day of the Wilson 
Farmers & Artisan 
Market. The market 
will be held from 8 
a.m. to noon every 
Saturday at the Vol-
lis Simpson Whirli-
gig Park until Sept. 
4. Janelle Clevinger | 
Special to the Times

ADULT FICTION
“Animal Instinct: A K Team Novel” by David 

Rosenfelt
“The Bookstore on the Beach: A Novel” by 

Brenda Novak
“Brooklyn” by C. N. Phillips
“The Cold Millions: A Novel” by Jess Walter
“The Consequences of Fear: A Maisie Dobbs 

Novel” by Jacqueline Winspear 
“Courage, My Love: A Novel” by Kristin Beck
“Death With a Double Edge: A Daniel Pitt 

Novel” by Anne Perry
“The Drowning Kind: A Novel” by Jennifer 

McMahon
“Early Morning Riser: A Novel” by Katherine 

Heiny
“Fast Girls: A Novel of the 1936 Women’s 

Olympic Team” by Elise Hooper
“The Five Wounds: A Novel” by Kirsten Val-

dez Quade
“A Gambling Man” by David Baldacci
“GodPretty in the Tobacco Field: A Novel” by 

Kim Michele Richardson
“The Good Sister: A Novel” by Sally Hepworth
“Hana Khan Carries On: A Novel” by Uzma 

Jalaluddin
“In Five Years: A Novel” by Rebecca Serle
“In Her Tracks” by Robert Dugoni
“The Last Night in London” by Karen White
“Libertie: A Novel” by Kaitlyn Greenidge
“Miss Julia Happily Ever After” by Ann B. Ross
“Northern Spy: A Novel” by Flynn Berry
“Ocean Prey: A Lucas Davenport and Virgil 

Flowers Novel” by John Sandford
“Outlawed: A Novel” by Anna North
“Send for Me” by Lauren Fox
“The Shadow Box” by Luanne Rice
“The Social Graces: A Novel” by Renée Rosen
“The Son of Mr. Suleman: A Novel” by Eric 

Jerome Dickey
“Stargazer: A Leaphorn, Chee, and Manuelito 

Novel” by Anne Hillerman
“Three Missing Days: A Pelican Harbor Novel” 

by Colleen Coble
“Turn a Blind Eye: A Detective William War-

wick Novel” by Jeffrey Archer
“The Venice Sketchbook: A Novel” by Rhys 

Bowen
“What Comes After: A Novel” by JoAnne 

Tompkins
“What the Devil Knows: A Sebastian St. Cyr 

Mystery” by C. S. Harris
“What’s Mine and Yours: A Novel” by Naima 

Coster
“When the Stars Go Dark: A Novel” by Paula 

McLain
“The Women of Chateau Lafayette: A Novel” 

by Stephanie Dray
“You Love Me: A You Novel” by Caroline 

Kepnes
“Your Inner Hedgehog: A Professor Dr. Von 

Ingelfeld Entertainment” by Alexander McCall 
Smith

ADULT NONFICTION
“The Beauty of Living Twice” by Sharon 

Stone
“Churchill & Son” by Josh Ireland
“No-Waste Organic Garden: Eco-Friendly 

Solutions to Improve Any Garden” by Shawna 
Coronado

“A Rhythm of Prayer: A Collection of Medita-
tions for Renewal” edited by Sarah Bessey

“Tiger Girl and the Candy Kid: America’s 
Original Gangster Couple” by Glenn Stout

“You Look So Much Better in Person: True 
Stories of Absurdity and Success” by Al Roker

LARGE PRINT BOOKS
“The Consequences of Fear: A Maisie Dobbs 

Novel” by Jacqueline Winspear
“The Exiles” by Christina Baker Kline
“A Gambling Man” by David Baldacci
“Murder of Innocence: True-Crime Thrillers” 

by James Patterson
“The Red Book: A Black Book Thriller” by 

James Patterson
“Till Murder Do Us Part: True-Crime Thrillers” 

by James Patterson
“Win: A Novel” by Harlan Coben
YOUNG ADULT BOOKS
“American Betiya” by Anuradha D. Rajurkar

“Atomic Women: The Untold Stories of the 
Scientists Who Helped Create the Nuclear 
Bomb” by Roseanne Montillo

“The Battle of Jericho” by Sharon M. 
Draper

“Between the Bliss and Me” by Lizzy Mason
“Champion” by Marie Lu
“Chasing King’s Killer: The Hunt for Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr.’s Assassin” by James L. Swanson
“Conceal, Don’t Feel: A Twisted Tale” by Jen 

Calonita
“Down Comes the Night” by Allison Saft
“Everything You Wanted to Know About In-

dians But Were Afraid to Ask: Young Reader’s 
Edition” by Anton Treuer

“Flamefall” by Rosaria Munda
“Go the Distance: A Twisted Tale” by Jen 

Calonita
“The Great Godden” by Meg Rosoff
“Hello, Cruel Heart” by Maureen Johnson
“The Immortal Boy” by Francisco Montaña 

Ibáñez
“The Infinity Courts” by Akemi Dawn Bow-

man
“Izzy + Tristan” by Shannon Dunlap
“Kisses and Croissants” by Anne-Sophie 

Jouhanneau
“The Lightning Dreamer: Cuba’s Greatest 

Abolitionist” by Margarita Engle
“The Lord of Opium” by Nancy Farmer
“Love in English” by Maria E. Andreu
“The Mary Shelley Club” by Goldy Moldavsky
“Notes From a Young Black Chef: A Memoir” 

by Kwame Onwuachi
“The Obsession” by Jesse Q. Sutanto
“Oculta” by Maya Motayne
“Perfect on Paper” by S. Gonzales
“The Prison Healer” by Lynette Noni
“Pride and Premeditation” by Tirzah Price
“The Serpent’s Curse” by Lisa Maxwell
“The Seventh Raven” by David Elliott
“She’s Too Pretty to Burn” by Wendy Heard
“Shiny Broken Pieces” by Sona Charaipotra
“The Sky Above Us” by Natalie Lund
“The Sky Blues” by Robbie Couch
“Someone Like You” by Sarah Dessen
“Somewhere Between Bitter and Sweet” by 

Laekan Zea Kemp
“Surviving the Angel of Death: The True 

Story of a Mengele Twin in Auschwitz
“Take Three Girls” by Cath Crowley, Simmone 

Howell, and Fiona Wood
“These Feathered Flames” by Alexandra 

Overy
“The Truth About Alice” by Jennifer Mathieu
“Very, Very, Very Dreadful: The Influenza 

Pandemic of 1918” by Albert Marrin
“Victories Greater Than Death” by Charlie 

Jane Anders
“What Beauty There Is” by Cory Anderson
“With You All the Way” by Cynthia Hand
“Zara Hossain Is Here” by Sabina Khan
“Zoe Rosenthal is Not Lawful Good” by Nancy 

Werlin
CHILDREN’S BOOKS
“Above the Rim: How Elgin Baylor Changed 

Basketball” by Jen Bryant
“All the Birds in the World” by David Opie
“Astronauts: Women on the Final Frontier” by 

Jim Ottaviani
“Bark Vs. Snark: A Queenie and Arthur 

Novel” by Spencer Quinn
“Becoming RBG: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Jour-

ney to Justice” by Debbie Levy
“The Beekeepers: How Humans Changed the 

World of Bumble Bee” by Dana L. Church
“The Boy Whose Head Was Filled with Stars: 

A Life of Edwin Hubble
“Captain Underpants and the Tyrannical 

Retaliation of the Turbo Toilet 2000” by Dav 
Pilkey

“Cast Away: Poems for Our Time” by Naomi 
Shihab Nye

“Classified: The Secret Career of Mary Golda 
Ross, Cherokee Aerospace Engineer” by Traci 
Sorell

“Crossings: Extraordinary Structures for Ex-
traordinary Animals” by Katy Duffield

“Death on the River of Doubt: Theodore 
Roosevelt’s Amazon Adventure” by Samantha 

Seiple
“Desert Diary: Japanese American Kids Be-

hind Barbed Wire” by Michael O. Tunnel
“Donner Dinner Party: A Pioneer Tale: Bigger 

and Badder Edition” by Nathan Hale
“The Dragonmaster’s Revenge: An Unofficial 

Graphic Novel for Minecrafters” by Cara J. 
Stevens

“Drawn Across Borders: True Stories of Hu-
man Migration” by George Butler

“Escape at 10,000 Feet: D. B. Cooper and the 
Missing Money” by Tom Sullivan

“Falling for Autumn” by Kim Dean
“The Farm That Feeds Us” by Nancy Castaldo
“Fauja Singh Keeps Going: The True Story of 

the Oldest Person to Ever Run a Marathon” by 
Simran Jeet Singh

“Frogs” by Gail Gibbons
“From Here to There: Inventions that 

Changed the Way the World Moves” by Vivian 
Kirkfield

“The Great Bear Rescue: Saving the Gobi 
Bears” by Sandra Markle

“Great Rivers of the World” by Volker 
Mehnert

“Hear the Wind Blow” by Doe Boyle
“Hidden Wonders!” by Walter Wick
“Journey Around the Sun: The Story of Hal-

ley’s Comet” by James Gladstone
“June Almeida, Virus Detective!: The Woman 

Who Discovered the First Human Coronavirus” 
by Suzanne Slade

“Just Feel: How to Be Stronger, Happier, 
Healthier, and More” by Mallika Chopra

“The Last Straw: Kids Vs. Plastics” by Susan 
Hood

“The Madre de Aguas of Cuba” by Adam 
Gidwitz

“The Magic of Sleep” by Vicky Woodgate
“Major Impossible: A Grand Canyon Tale” by 

Nathan Hale
“Meltdown: Earthquake, Tsunami, and Nucle-

ar Disaster in Fukushima” by Deirdre Langeland
“Michelle’s Garden: How the First Lady Plant-

ed Seeds of Change” by Sharee Miller
“Money” by Jacob Field
“Music Is …” by Stephen Johnson
“Odd Bods: The World’s Unusual Animals” by 

Julie Murphy
“Oh the Lavas That Flow!: All About Volca-

noes” by Todd Tarpley
“One Dead Spy: The Life, Times, and Last 

Words of Nathan Hale, America’s Most Famous 
Spy” by Nathan Hale

“The Outdoor Scientist: The Wonder of Ob-
serving the Natural World” by Temple Grandin

“Over and Under the Rainforest” by Kate 
Messner

“Paws Vs. Claws: A Queenie and Arthur 
Novel” by Spencer Quinn

“Peppa’s School Day” by Meredith Rusu
“Perfectly Imperfect Stories” by Leo Potion
“Pipsqueaks, Slowpokes, and Stinkers: Cele-

brating Animal Underdogs” by Melissa Stewart
“Planes: From the Wright Brothers to the 

Supersonic Jet” by Jan Van der Veken
“Police Officers” by Tedd Arnold
“Ruff Vs. Fluff: A Queenie and Arthur Novel” 

by Spencer Quinn
“Safety First!” by Courtney Carbone
“Strange Nature: The Insect Portraits of Le-

von Biss” by Gregory Mone
“Syd Hoff ’s Danny and the Dinosaur and the 

Girl Next Door” by Bruce Hale
“Tails from the Animal Shelter” by Stephanie 

Shaw
“The Titanic” by Kate Messner
“Twenty-One Steps: Guarding the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier” by Jeff Gottesfeld
“Ultimate Gamer Mode: The Complete Guide 

to Starting a Career in Gaming” by Craig Steel
“Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre” by 

Carole Boston Weatherford
“What’s Inside a Flower?: And Other Ques-

tions About Science & Nature” by Rachel 
Ignotofsky

“The Wondrous Workings of Planet Earth: 
Understanding Our World and Its Ecosystems” 
by Rachel Ignotofsky

“Zion Williamson” by Dan Wetzel
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Thomas Parrish, DO

Ryan Mitchell, MD John Wechter, MD

Christian Selby, PA-C, ATC

1700 Tarboro St., Ste. 103

252.399.5304 |MyWilsonOrtho.com

Welcome, sports fans!
Wilson is proud to host the 

NCAA Division 1 Men’s and Women’s 
Soccer Championship
April 27 through May 2 at Gillette Athletic Complex
We’ve included a map on page 6A to help you find 
local businesses and restaurants during your stay!

Game Schedule
Tuesday, April 27, 6 p.m.

Women, New Mexico vs. Navy
Wednesday, April 28, 6 p.m

Women, South Carolina vs. Montana
Friday, April 30, 6 p.m.

Women, TCU vs. TBD
Saturday, May 1, 6 p.m.

Women, Georgetown vs. TBD
Sunday, May 2, 1 p.m.

Men, Fordham vs. Marshall
Sunday, May 2, 6 p.m.

Men, UCF vs. James Madison
Tickets available at WAWtix.com
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Welcome, sports fans!

2020

registration  
    is open now!
Registration 
    is open now!

Evening & online options available.

(252) 291-1195

wilsoncc.edu

Scan this  QR code  
or visit wilsontimes.com 
for an interactive version 

of this map.

Use this map to help you find local businesses and restaurants during your stay!  You’ll find more details on these businesses on pages 5, 8 and 9.  

Map Key
Hotels

• Holiday Inn Express - 
Wilson Downtown
• Days Inn
• Affordable Suites  
of America
• Candlewood Suites
• Hampton Inn Wilson 
Downtown
• Quality Inn & Suites
• Hampton Inn &  
Suites, I-95
• Comfort Suites
• Country Inn & Suites
• Fairfield Inn & Suites
• Holiday Inn Express - 
Wilson I-95
• Red Roof Inn & Suites
• Microtel Inn & Suites

• Fleming Stadium
• Gillette Athletic 

Complex

Stadiums

Whirligig 
Park
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252.243.9629 · EmergeOrtho.com
1803 Forest Hills Road West · Wilson, NC 27893 •  Hurt? After Hours? Visit our Orthopedic Urgent Care

Emerge at the op
of our ame
Good Luck 2021 NCAA  
Tournament Players!

Welcome, sports fans!
Wilson is proud to host the 

Conference Carolinas 
Baseball Championship
April 28 through May 2 at Fleming Stadium
We’ve included a map on page 6A to help you find 
local businesses and restaurants during your stay!

Game Schedule
Wednesday, April 28

2 p.m. Emmanuel vs. King; 7 p.m. Barton vs. SWU
Thursday, April 29

11 a.m.: Erskine vs. Belmont Abbey
 3 p.m.: North Greenville vs. Winner Game 2

7 p.m.: Mount Olive vs. Winner Game 1
Friday, April 30

11 a.m.: Loser Game 4 vs. Loser Game 6
3 p.m.: Winner Game 5 vs. Loser Game 3

7 p.m.: Winner Game 4 vs. Winner Game 3
Saturday, May 1

11 a.m. Loser Game 9 vs. Winner Game 6
3 p.m.: Winner Game 7 vs. Winner Game 8
7 p.m.: Loser Game 10 vs. Winner Game 9

Sunday, May 2
1 p.m.: Winner Game 10 vs. Winner Game 11

4 p.m.: Winner Game 12 vs. Loser Game 12 (if necessary)

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

The best location in Wilson 
for food, shopping & fun!
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non-ferrous metal and larceny of motor 
vehicle parts. 

Tyndall was charged with 23 counts 
each of causing injury to property to 
obtain non-ferrous metal and larceny of 
motor vehicle parts. 

One count of each charge for Pierce 
and Tyndall was filed in connection to 
a Nash County case. The remainder of 
charges stem from Wilson thefts, sher-
iff’s officials said. Nash County deputies 
also charged Tyndall with possession of 
heroin and resisting, obstructing and de-
laying a public officer. 

COMMON THEFT TARGET 

Catalytic converters are a part of a 
vehicle’s exhaust system that reduces 
burnt engine gases and pollutants. 
Thieves use battery-operated recipro-
cating saws to cut the ends and remove 
them from underneath the vehicle, 
which officials say can be done within a 
matter of minutes.

Thieves often steal catalytic converters 
after business hours and on weekends. 
Any vehicle can be considered a target, 
according to Wilson County officials. 

Officials say it’s also an expensive fix 
for an owner. 

Perpetrators target these parts because 
they contain precious or rare metal that 
can be sold at metal recycling business-
es. Officials say victims won’t be aware 
their converter was stolen until they turn 
on their ignition and hear a loud noise 
that sounds as if the car has a detached 
muffler. 

Moore said thieves can sell the stolen 

parts for $40 to $400 apiece depending 
on the type of catalytic converter and the 
material from which it’s made. 

PREVENTING METAL THEFTS

State law requires metal recycling 
facilities to obtain a nonferrous met-
als purchase permit from the sheriff in 
the county where they operate, Wilson 
County Sheriff Calvin Woodard previ-
ously said. 

The metal business must take a picture 
of the person and the item the person is 
attempting to sell, Woodard said. Buyers 
must make the information available to 
authorities upon request. Sheriffs can 
deny permit applications for businesses 
that don’t coorperate with law enforce-
ment. 

Earlier this year, the Wilson County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested nine suspects in 
connection to a rash of catalytic convert-
er thefts. Authorities offer the following 
prevention tips. 

• Immediately recover your vehicle if 
it’s broken down on the roadside. 

• Place lights and security systems 
around your business. 

• Check your exhaust system if 
your vehicle remains in an open 
parking lot — including churches, 
businesses and day care centers — 
for multiple days. 

• Park your vehicle in a well-lit area if 
it will be stationary for several days. 

• Report any suspicious behavior, such 
as a person hanging around a stranded 
vehicle. 

• If your catalytic converter is stolen, 
contact law enforcement before ap-
proaching scrap yard businesses. 

Thefts: Park your vehicle in a well-lit area
continued from page 1A

Deputies: Guard smuggled 
drugs into prison 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@wilsontimes.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — A 
prison guard from Wilson 
is accused of smuggling 
drugs into the Nash 
County prison where he 
worked.

Nash County sheriff’s 
deputies charged 36-year-
old Chaka Kwesi Johnson 
of Carrol Street with pos-
session of a controlled 
substance on prison prem-
ises, which is a felony.

Johnson is accused 
in warrants of having 
suboxone. The drug is a 
partial opioid that deliv-
ers diminished doses to a 
patient addicted to stron-
ger opioids, according 
to American Addiction 
Centers, a nationwide 
rehabilitation and treat-
ment provider.

Johnson has served as 
a guard at Nash Correc-
tional Institution on U.S. 
264 Alternate outside 

Nashville for three years. 
“I have nothing to say. I 

really don’t,” 
Johnson said 
when reached 
by phone 
Monday after-
noon.

Johnson 
resigned on 
Monday, said 

John Bull, spokesman for 
the N.C. Department of Pub-
lic Safety Division of Pris-
ons, which is conducting an 
internal investigation. 

“The Department of 
Public Safety has zero 
tolerance for any staff 
involved in any illegal 
activity,” Bull said. “The 
department has many 
hardworking correctional 
professionals, and it takes 
staff arrests very seri-
ously.”

Deputies arrested 
Johnson on Friday. He 
recieved a $3,500 bond 
from a magistrate who 
based the decision on 
Johnson’s failure to 

apprear in two prior 
court cases for traffic 
violations, according to 
Johnson’s arrest warrant 
and accompanying docu-
ments.

Johnson has a May 21 
court date on a Johnston 
County charge of driving 
on a revoked license, ac-
cording to the N.C. Crimi-
nal Court Calendar.

Johnson recieved a 
speeding ticket in Sep-
tember that was dis-
missed with a warning 
in February, along with 
a citation for failure to 
reduce speed and collid-
ing with another vehicle. 
Prosecutors also dis-
missed that case in Febru-
ary, according to docu-
ments on file at the Nash 
County Courthouse.

Johnson received a 
2017 speeding ticket in 
Nash County. He paid for 
the ticket and fine.

The state hired John-
son to work at the Nash 
prison in April 2018.  

Johnson

Read, Reuse, & Recycle
Use The Wilson Times as a tablecloth
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Welcome, sports fans!
We appreciate your support of local 
businesses while you’re visiting Wilson 
and surrounding areas!
We’ve included a map on page 6A to help you find 
local businesses and restaurants during your stay!

Scan for an interactive map

NCAA players, coaches, support staff and other visitors, welcome to Wilson and J. Burt Gillette Athletic Complex! 

www.WilsonNC.org     More about us: www.DiscoverWilson.com    Where to eat and visit: www.Wilson-NC.com  WilsonWhirligigPark.org 
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Young gardener tends his plants  
Two-year-old Christopher Fierro Reyes of Wilson waters his cucumber, squash and 
jalapeño pepper plants Monday while tending to his garden on Viola Street. 
Drew C. Wilson | Times

Walmart supports CHEW  
Children’s Hunger Elimination of Wilson board Chairwoman Louise McKinnon 
accepts a $1,000 grant from the Wilson Walmart Supercenter representing the busi-
ness’s continued support of the all-volunteer nonprofit. CHEW distributes food bags 
to schools across Wilson on Fridays to ensure chronically hungry students have food 
on the weekends. McKinnon said the organization is deeply grateful for the grant. 
Contributed photo 

Population growth gives NC a 14th US House seat
By Gary D. Robertson 
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina will gain an-
other seat in Congress 
for the next 10 years, the 
U.S. Census Bureau an-
nounced Monday, the 
result of a steadily grow-
ing population as people 
arrive for jobs and retire-
ment. 

The additional U.S. 
House seat, the 14th for 
North Carolina, marks 
the third time in the past 
four census cycles that the 
state will have increased 
the size of its congres-
sional delegation. North 
Carolina received a 12th 
seat after the 1990 census 
and another after the 2000 
release. 

The Census Bureau said 
North Carolina’s resident 

population was 10,439,388 
as of April 1, 2020, up 
9.5% from the 9,535,483 
people counted as living in 
the state a decade earlier. 
It remains the nation’s 
ninth largest state.

Estimated population 
growth over the past 10 
years has been concen-
trated in Wake and Meck-
lenburg counties, both 
of which had more than 
1.1 million people in the 
bureau’s 2019 population 
estimates. The two coun-
ties account for nearly half 
the state’s overall popula-
tion growth over the past 
decade, said Rebecca Tip-
pett, director of Carolina 
Demography, a research 
consulting group affili-
ated with the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. 

The population distribu-

tion data needed for redis-
tricting won’t be available 
until late summer or fall. 
But based on estimated 
population growth, Tip-
pett said a 14th seat would 
likely be drawn in an 
urban or suburban area 
within the Piedmont cres-
cent — an area stretching 
from Charlotte north and 
east to Greensboro and 
Raleigh.

The region’s population 
growth has far outpaced 
rural and eastern North 
Carolina, which could see 
their influence decline.

Republicans currently 
hold eight of the state’s 13 
U.S. House seats. Demo-
crats gained two seats 
during the 2020 elections 
— a shift largely attributed 
to the results of redistrict-
ing litigation.

The General Assembly 

redrew the congressional 
map in late 2019 because 
state judges declared 
that it likely included 
unlawful partisan ger-
rymanders favoring the 
GOP. The new boundar-
ies shifted Greensboro-
area and Raleigh-area 
districts to seats favoring 
Democrats. Now the state 
House and Senate — still 
in Republican control 
— will redraw the map 
again.

Redistricting maps 
aren’t subject to a veto 
by Democratic Gov. Roy 
Cooper. But any map ap-
proved by the legislature 
is likely to be challenged 
in court by other Demo-
crats, whether on partisan 
or racial grounds. 

Republicans might find 
it difficult to create a new 
14th district in the Pied-

mont that favors their 
party and passes legal 
muster, especially as the 
politics and voter prefer-
ences within the region’s 
largest cities — Charlotte, 
Raleigh, Greensboro and 
Durham among them — 
are shifting to the left.

Tippett said North Caro-
lina’s population growth 
is driven by people who 
arrive for work or to at-
tend college and then 
remain after graduation. 
Retirees also are flock-
ing to the state, as well as 
baby boomers from the 
Northeast and Midwest 
who want to live closer to 
adult children already in 
North Carolina, she said. 
Others are attracted by 
the temperate climate and 
relatively affordable home 
prices.

“We continue to be a 

place where people move 
here from other places 
and countries, and we 
have more births than 
deaths,” Tippett said.

Mecklenburg County’s 
growth is linked to Char-
lotte and the area’s bank-
ing, airline and other 
corporate hubs. Wake 
County, home of Raleigh, 
has been historically con-
nected to state govern-
ment, but the continued 
technology sector growth 
associated with Research 
Triangle Park has di-
versified the county’s 
economy. 

Suburban and exurban 
counties near Mecklen-
burg and Wake resumed 
robust population in-
creases in the late 2010s 
after slowing following the 
2008 recession, Tippett 
said.
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Attorney: Black man killed by 
deputies shot in back of head
By Ben Finley  
and Jonathan Drew 
The Associated Press

ELIZABETH CITY — A 
Black man killed by depu-
ties in North Carolina was 
shot in the back of his head 
and had his hands on the 
car steering wheel when 
they opened fire, attorneys 
for the family said Monday 
after body camera video 
was shown to his relatives.

Attorney Chantel 
Cherry-Lassiter watched a 
20-second portion of body 
camera video with the 
family of Andrew Brown 
Jr. on Monday. She said 
Brown did not appear to 
be a threat to officers as 
he backed his vehicle out 
and tried to drive away.

“He was not threatening 
them in any kind of fash-
ion,” she told reporters at 
a news conference.

When asked whether 
Brown was shot in the back, 

attorney Harry Daniels said, 
“Yes, back of the head.”

An eyewitness account 
and emergency scanner 
traffic had previously in-
dicated Brown was shot 
in the back as he tried to 
drive away.

Lassiter, who watched 
the video multiple times 
and took notes, said shoot-
ing started as soon as the 
video started. She said she 
counted as many as eight 
deputies in the video, some 
wearing tactical uniforms 
and some in plainclothes.

“They’re shooting and 
saying let me see your 
hands at the same time,” 
she said.

The family’s lawyers also 
criticized local authori-
ties for only showing 20 
seconds of the video and 
only showing them footage 
from a single body camera.

“They’re trying to hide 
something,” attorney Ben-
jamin Crump said.

Earlier Monday, a search 
warrant was released say-
ing deputies obtained the 
warrant that brought them 
there after investigators 
recorded him selling small 
amounts of cocaine and 
methamphetamine to an 
informant. Crump argued 
the authorities were trying 
to release negative infor-
mation about Brown while 
shielding themselves by 
holding back the video.

Brown’s fatal shooting 
last Wednesday in Elizabeth 
City has prompted days 
of protests, calls for the 
public release of deputy 
body camera video and civil 
rights leaders decrying that 
warrants should not lead 
to a fatal shooting. Signs 
including emergency scan-
ner traffic and an eyewit-
ness account had already 
indicated Brown was shot 
in the back as he was trying 
to drive away. Authorities 
have released few details.

(252) 291-1195
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Tell us what’s on your mind
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publication may be edited and all letters become property of The Wilson 
Times.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Jesus began to weep. (John 11:35)

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank you for listening to our prayers in times 
of difficulty. In your Son’s name we pray. Amen.

IN OUR OPINION

LETTERS

Soccer tourney 
reflects well on 
Wilson facilities

THUMBS UP to a brush with the national spotlight 
for Wilson as the city’s J. Burt Gillette Athletic Complex 
hosts six NCAA soccer tournament matches this week. 

Players will take the pitch at Gillette’s Field No. 1 for four wom-
en’s and two men’s games. 

In the women’s tournament, Navy will take on New Mexico at 
6 p.m. Tuesday and South Carolina will square off against Mon-
tana at 6 p.m. Wednesday in first-round action. The winner of 
Tuesday’s game will face Texas Christian in a second-round game 
Friday, and Wednesday’s winner advances to meet Georgetown 
on Saturday. 

Two second-round games in the men’s tournament are slated 
for Sunday, with Fordham and Marshall taking the field at 1 p.m. 
and Central Florida battling James Madison at 5. 

Tickets are $10 per game and are available online at WAWtix.
com. Due to COVID-19 public health precautions, attendance is 
limited to 400 spectators for each match. Wilsonians who can’t 
watch in person can follow the action on Greenlight Channel 22 
or view the livestream on NCAA.com. 

Gillette is one of three public facilities hosting tournament 
games in North Carolina, a feather in the city of Wilson’s cap and 
a testament to the Wilson Parks and Recreation Department’s 
good stewardship.   

“It’s a compliment to the quality of our fields,” parks and rec 
director David Lee told the Times’ Paul Durham. 

We welcome the players, coaches and spectators to town and 
hope they take the time to explore Wilson while they’re here. For 
some good options, visitors and Wilsonians alike can check out 
our guide to local shopping and dining inside today’s edition. 

THUMBS DOWN to electric rate hikes in the pipeline for 
Duke Energy Progress customers after the N.C. Utilities 
Commission’s April 16 order approving a partial rate in-
crease to help absorb the company’s coal ash cleanup costs. 

The commission rejected Duke’s October 2019 request for a 
12.3% rate increase and implemented a temporary rate structure 
last September that covers a portion of the requested adjustment. 
A news release notes that final rates “have yet to be calculated” 
but “will be somewhat higher than the temporary rates that are 
currently in effect.”

While customers twist in the wind, state officials know 
precisely how much money Duke shareholders will receive 
for their investment — the company and Utilities Commis-
sion agreed to a 6.93% overall rate of return. It’s understood 
that customers and investors must split the cost of mitigating 
Duke’s environmental damage, but signing off on a settlement 
that fails to place a cap on consumer electric rates was irre-
sponsible. 

The settlement won’t affect Wilson Energy bills, as Duke’s 
wholesale rate should remain stable, but Duke Energy Progress 
customers in rural Wilson County can expect to feel the pinch. 

THUMBS UP to ongoing discussions between city and 
county leaders and Hull Retail Group executives geared 
toward finding a “catalyst project” to redevelop the blight-
ed Wilson Mall property. 

Business reporter Brie Handgraaf explored the mall’s pros-
pects in a pair of stories published in Friday’s edition. While 
there’s no earth-shattering news about a grand bargain to 
tear down the vacant mall and put the prime real estate along 
Ward Boulevard and Tarboro Street to good use, it’s clear that 
officials are working to find a transformative project for the 
space. 

If 2020 census figures expected later this year show that Wilson 
reached the 50,000 population threshold, more retail, industrial 
and residential developers may show interest. Our fingers are 
crossed that the right opportunity to replace a civic liability with a 
civic asset will materialize.

THUMBS UP to Seeds of Hope Wilson, which distrib-
uted backyard garden boxes and seedlings to 10 Wilson 
residents on Thursday.

The nonprofit’s mini-garden project will combat food 
insecurity and share the intangible benefits of tending to veg-
etables and herbs, which studies show can reduce stress and im-
prove people’s mood.

“Food costs are high. People don’t have the money to go get it 
like they want it,” Washington Street resident Genny Howard, 
who received one of the 3-foot garden boxes, told reporter Drew 
C. Wilson.

Helping the hungry while teaching self-sufficiency is a win-win 
for Wilson. With community support, backyard gardening proj-
ects could spread throughout the city and county.

Corporations, wealthy 
should pay their share 

Here the Republicans go 
again. The Biden infrastruc-
ture plan’s tax increases on 
the wealthiest Americans and 
large corporations will hurt 
the economy and small busi-
nesses, so they say. This is 
bull. 

We must look at the last 
three Republican-backed 
tax cut bills and see who the 
biggest beneficiaries were — 
wealthy individuals and large 
corporations. Many who ben-
efited were corporate execu-
tives receiving eight-figure bo-
nuses. At most, it will be these 
individuals who help pay for 
these tax increases. They’ve 
benefited from everything 
America has to offer while 
contributing very little. That 
includes defending American 
jobs and American ideals.

Republicans say businesses 
won’t hire if we raise taxes on 
them. Fact: Businesses will hire 
as many people as necessary 
to produce their product and 
get it out to consumers. Their 
hiring practices have very little 
to do with their corporate tax 
rate. Who may be affected are 
the executives receiving these 
outrageous bonuses that have 
widened the chasm between 
workers and managers.

Republicans push the idea 
that raising taxes on billion-
dollar corporations will hurt 
small businesses. This is irra-
tional, and only an ignoramus 
would fall for it. Raising the 
corporate tax rate from 21% 
to 28% will do nothing to hurt 
corporate America. At most, 
it may relieve our govern-
ment from paying rebates to 
these corporations. For the 
unaware, our government ac-
tually pays many corporations 
with our tax dollars for doing 
business in America, thanks to 
Reagan.

There are so many tax loop-
holes that most companies not 
paying any corporate tax to 
our federal government won’t 
be affected. What ever hap-
pened to the minimum tax law 
for corporations? This law was 
passed because the Ameri-
can people were fed up with 
billion-dollar corporations not 
paying any taxes to support 
government needs. I’m sure 
Congress has found a way for 
them to avoid this law.

I believe corporations 
should contribute to paying 
for infrastructure improve-
ments. After all, their busi-
nesses are one of the biggest 
beneficiaries. Biden’s tax plan 
must ensure that Republicans 
don’t allow these corporate 
tax increases to be circum-
vented.  

Merrell Washington
ROCKY MOUNT   

Treat law enforcement 
officers with 
courtesy, respect 

You get what you give. In 
today’s climate of blame and 
hate, there is a constant bar-
rage of criticism for our police 
and law enforcement. Those 
officers hitting the streets 
every day do not know what 
or who they will encounter. In 

some instances, it is positive, 
with people thanking them 
for their service and showing 
support. In other instances, it 
is derision and hateful com-
ments. In some cases, they 
find service refused and food 
orders questionable. 

This type of behavior has 
a way of affecting how those 
law enforcement officers react 
to the community. When they 
feel unwelcome, despised and 
unsafe, they will be on guard 
and enter situations ready to 
respond negatively. But this is 
not just our law enforcement 
officers, it is all of us. We all 
give what we get. 

No one likes to be confront-
ed with law enforcement and 
will feel a range of emotion 
when such encounters occur. 
We can be embarrassed for 
being caught, angry for be-
ing stopped when we are in a 
hurry, confused as to why we 
are there or just scared. Even 
when we know we were in the 
wrong, it is human nature to 
be on the defensive and chal-
lenge the situation. In every 
case, the law enforcement 
officer is also feeling a range 
of emotion going into an un-
known situation. 

If we expect law enforce-
ment officers to defuse tense 
situations, then we also need 
to part of that solution. We 
can be calm and respectful 
and still question why we are 
there. We may not like the 
answer, but we must accept it 
and get through it using our 
right of due process.

Law enforcement officers 
in the United States have the 
best training in the world. 
Before public figures call for 
more/better training, they 
should attend the training to 
know what our officers re-
ceive. There is always room 
for improvement, but no other 
country has a better or more 
professionally trained police 
force.

If we allow the atmosphere 
to continue to constantly dis-
parage our law enforcement 
officers, we will make them 
predisposed to react negative-
ly toward every interaction. 
We can be better.

Mick Rankin
STANTONSBURG   

Support HR 1 to 
safeguard voting rights 

I strongly urge the U.S. Sen-
ate to pass H.R.1, the For the 
People Act of 2021, to ensure 
every citizen’s rights to free, 
accessible, secure and fair 
elections. We need to ensure 
that our U.S. senators vote yes 
for the following reasons:

• To safeguard voters’ rights 
to equal access and fair elec-
tions. H.R. 1 would supersede 
the growing patchwork of 
state laws, a large percent-
age of which would restrict 
voting access. The rationale 
behind these proposed laws is 
to increase public confidence 
in unfounded and false alle-
gations of voter fraud and ir-
regularities in 2020 elections. 
We say unfounded and false 
since Trump and his allies lost 
all 40 lawsuits challenging the 
2020 general election.

• To expand voter registra-
tion, make voting more acces-

sible and improve election se-
curity and enable vote by mail 
and early voting periods.  

• To ensure fair elections by 
requiring states to establish 
independent redistricting 
commissions to carry out con-
gressional redistricting in a 
way that draws district maps 
that are fair and represent the 
communities they serve.  

• To give voters more in-
formation on who is funding 
candidates and on what cam-
paign money is spent, and to 
require additional disclaimers 
regarding certain political ad-
vertising.

• To expand conflict-of-
interest and ethics provisions 
for federal employees and for 
the White House. 

• To require the president, 
the vice president and certain 
candidates for those offices 
to disclose 10 years of tax re-
turns.

Please spread the word 
about H.R. 1 by: 

1. Calling or writing your 
two U.S. senators.

2. Writing a letter to the edi-
tor on behalf of your organiza-
tion or other group. 

3. Publishing a copy of this let-
ter in your group’s newsletter. 

4. Posting on social media 
and using email, texts and 
phone calls to encourage fam-
ily members and friends to 
write to their U.S. senators. 

I wholeheartedly support 
H.R. 1 and urge the U.S. Sen-
ate to pass this critical piece of 
legislation to protect our voice, 
our vote and our democracy!

John P. Sestito
WAXHAW
The writer is president of 
the Union County Senior 
Democrats. 

A new war for 
each generation 

Donald Trump has been 
concerned about America’s 
endless wars. But he has ne-
glected to mention the time-
line that drives them.

When we bring one war to 
a close, we immediately and 
literally sow the seeds of the 
next one to come.

When Teddy Roosevelt’s 
Rough Riders came home after 
the Spanish-American War in 
1898, they sired the male chil-
dren who ripened into men just 
in time to ship out to World War 
I in 1918. Those who survived 
World War I came home and 
made another crop of young 
men who then headed out to 
World War II in Europe in 1942.

These “Greatest Generation” 
soldiers then came home and 
procreated a large new crop of 
boomers who ripened in time 
for plucking in the Vietnam War 
in the 1960s. Those who didn’t 
die in Vietnam came home 
and seeded the crop who were 
coaxed into Bosnia, Somalia, 
Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan in 
the 1990s and early 2000s.

Members of the unnamed 
generation born in the 2010s 
right on through the pandemic 
and beyond can’t yet know 
what the nation has in store for 
them. But we know. Let’s call 
them Gen W, for what they will 
be spending their time doing.

Kimball Shinkoskey
WOODS CROSS, UTAH
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I got a few new 
cookbooks for 
Christmas and 
have taken my 
sweet time to read 
them.

Although I enjoy 
reading food blogs 
and finding reci-
pes on Pinterest, 
I still love reading 

a good cookbook. I enjoy the 
stories and recipe photos that 
encourage me to try new recipes. 
My husband, who was also a col-
lege English major and is a lover 
of books, is always eager to give 
me books for special occasions 
and appreciates the suggestions I 
give him.

This past Christmas, he gave me 
Ina Garten’s “Modern Comfort 
Food” and Alex Guarnaschelli’s 
“Cook With Me: 150 recipes for 
the Home Cook.” 

Both authors Food Network 
cooks I have watched on TV.

Ina Garten is a long-time Food 
Network favorite of mine. I love 
her calm demeanor and appreci-
ate the variety of recipes she of-
fers on her TV show and in her 
many cookbooks.

I enjoyed her introduction to 
the book and her description of 
comfort foods, from an egg salad 
sandwich on toasted rye bread to 
tomato soup and grilled cheese. 

In her book, you’ll find updated 
versions of some of these favorite, 
such as her creamy tomato bisque 
teamed with cheddar and chutney 
grilled cheese.

When you read this cookbook, 
don’t miss her introductions to 
the recipes, including the inspi-
ration for spicy pimiento cheese 
spread, chicken pot pie soup and 
Emily’s English roasted pota-
toes.

Guarnaschelli tells even more 

in her book. She shares many 
stories of her childhood and 
meals at her parents’ table, and 
she tells how she is now cooking 
her own recipes with her daugh-
ter.

I have really enjoyed reading 
all of her little storie, including 
those about her family recipes, 
especially her mother’s recipe 
for chicken with her special 
homemade barbecue sauce 
made with a dozen ingredients. 
“When my mother would make 
barbecue sauce, she’d combine 
everything in a pot and just let it 
simmer and then sit, cooling, on 
the stove, for what seemed like 
forever.” 

I’ve marked a few recipes in 
her book, including Ninth Av-
enue childhood baked ziti that 
sounds amazing and her home-
made tomato sauce that sounds 
really easy to whip up. Read her 
description of making little piz-
zas with this sauce.

I’m also intrigued with her mac-
aroni and cheese made without a 
roux.

I really enjoyed reading Guar-
naschelli’s stories and highly rec-
ommend her book.

Lisa Boykin Batts has been writing 
a weekly food column since 2001. 
Her column includes recipes she 
and her family enjoy.
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RATHER BE COOKING

Cookbooks always a fun read for me

I love geting cookbooks, like these, as 
gifts. Lisa Boykin Battts | Times

Fresh Raspberry Mini Corn Muffins
For her latest cookbook, Ina Garten switched 
up this favorite recipe by using fresh raspberries 
instead of raspberry jam.

Baking spray with flour, 
such as Pam

3 cups all-purpose flour

1 cup granulated sugar

1 cup fine cornmeal, such 
as Indian Head

2 tablespoons baking 
powder

1 tablespoon kosher salt

2 cups whole milk

2 extra large eggs

1/2 pound (2 sticks) 
unsalted butter, melted

12 ounces firm fresh 
raspberries

2 tablespoons turbinado 
sugar, such as Sugar in 
the Raw

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Arrange two racks 
evenly spaced in the oven. Generously spray two mini 
muffin pans (24 mini muffins each) with the baking 
spray, including the tops of the pans.

In a large bowl, whisk together the flour, granulated 
sugar, cornmeal, baking powder and salt. In a sepa-
rate bowl, whisk together the milk, eggs and butter. 
Make a well in the middle of the dry ingredients, pour 
the wet ingredients into the well and stir with a rub-
ber spatula, just until combined. (Don’t worry if it’s a 
little lumpy.) Set the batter aside for 15 minutes.

When the batter has rested, fold the raspberries into 
the batter with the spatula. With a small (1 3/4-inch) 
ice cream scoop (you can also use a spoon), fill each 
muffin cup with a rounded scoop of batter, making 
sure each one contains some raspberries. Sprinkle the 
full 2 tablespoons of turbinado sugar on the muffins.

Bake for 20 minutes, until the muffins spring back 
when gently touched and a cake tester comes out 
clean. Serve warm or at room temperature.
Ina Garten’s Modern Comfort Food

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS

Pastors can apply 
for free Barton 
summer program
For the Times

Barton College will pres-
ent the “Revive! Renewal 
Experience” for pastors 
in eastern North Carolina 
this summer. This experi-
ence will be the first fea-
tured event to be offered 
by the newly formed Cen-
ter for Vocation and Rural 
Ministry at Barton, made 
possible through the Lilly 
Endowment.  

Revive is meant to serve 
as a sabbatical experience 
for pastors of small con-
gregations, rural congre-
gations and congregations 
of color in eastern North 
Carolina. The experience 
will begin on July 24 and 
run through Aug. 1. There 
are 12 positions available 
during this first cohort.  

Rodney A. Werline, 
director of the Center for 
Religious Studies and the 
Leman and Marie Barnhill 
endowed chair in religious 
studies, said the college and 
Center for Vocation and 

Rural Ministry look forward 
to welcoming pastors to the 
campus this summer. 

“This time away from the 
parish will provide pastors 
an opportunity to experi-
ence a renewal of spirit and 
energy, a chance to fully 
engage in discussions and 
study without distraction 
and a time for vocational 
discernment,” he said. 

Participants can have 
trained Barton students 
and faculty and staff 
members fill their pulpits. 
Participating pastors will 
be housed at Barton and 
will experience times of 
relaxation, opportunities 
to meet colleagues and 
develop collegial relation-
ships, engage with the lo-
cal culture, explore ideas 
with scholars and receive 
support through spiritual 
direction, as well as nur-
ture for all aspects of a 
pastor’s well-being.  

In the months that fol-
low, spiritual direction and 
opportunities to engage in 
other supportive activities 
will be offered. Participants 
will be invited to return for 
a second sabbatical in the 
summer of 2022, even as a 
new cohort is formed dur-
ing that summer.  

There is no cost to par-
ticipants.

Applications are due no 
later than June 15, and the 
application form is available 
at the shortened link tinyurl.
com/4hz73rrk. Pastors of all 
ecumenical denominations 
are encouraged to apply.

For additional information 
about the Revive! Renewal 
Experience or for informa-
tion regarding the Center 
for Vocation and Rural 
Ministry at Barton College, 
contact the Rev. Blythe 
Taylor, assistant provost for 
integrative learning and di-
rector of the Oral Communi-
cation Center, at mbtaylor@
barton.edu or 252-399-6541.  



From staff reports

Four entrants from 
The Wilson Times read-
ership area, and poten-
tially a fifth, will take 
part in this weekend’s 
North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associ-
ation 3-A East regional 
upon the conclusion of 
the truncated Big East 
Conference individual 
tournament Saturday 
at Barton Tennis Com-
plex.

With rain disrupting 
play before 1 p.m. Satur-
day, the tournament was 
not played to comple-
tion.

Seven of the combined 
eight seeds in singles and 
doubles advanced to re-
gional competition, with 
Fike senior Cole Peterson 

and Hunt senior Ben Tong 
moving on from the Nos. 
1 and 4 seeds, respec-
tively.

Fike freshman Dylan 
Skinner, typically the 
No. 6 singles player 
for the Golden De-
mons, split sets in the 
quarterfinals with No. 
3 seed Britt Williams 
of Franklinton. Skin-
ner lost the first set 6-0 
before grinding out the 
second set by a 6-4 mar-
gin. Therefore, the two 
will play a 10-point su-
per tiebreaker Tuesday 
for the right to advance 
into the regional draw.

Skinner reached the 
quarterfinals by rallying to 
beat Hunt’s Alex Ellis 0-6, 
6-4, 10-4.

Gillette to host 6 NCAA 
tourney games this week
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com  
| 265-7808

J. Burt Gillette Ath-
letic Complex has hosted 
many big soccer compe-
titions since it opened 
in the spring of 2005 but 
the games scheduled 
there this week rank 
among the highest-pro-
file events the facility has 
attracted.

With the NCAA decid-
ing to hold the entirety 
of its men’s and women’s 
soccer tournaments in 
North Carolina, Gillette 
is one of nine facilities, 
including WakeMed Soc-

cer Park in Cary, around 
the state that will host 
first- and second-round 
matches. Six games — 
four women’s and two 
men’s — will be played 
on Field No. 1 from Tues-
day to Sunday. WakeMed 
will host all the games in 
both tournaments after 
the second round, includ-
ing both championship 
games May 17 at Sahlens 
Stadium.

“We were very excited 
about the opportunity to 
host some NCAA games 
here,” said Richard Fra-
zier of Wilson Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
“Luckily with the quality 

of our fields and every-
thing that we were con-
sidered to be a host site, 
and again it was a great 
privilege.”

Gillette is one of three 
public facilities, along 
with Bryan Park out-
side Greensboro and 
Sportsplex in Matthews, to 

be in the NCAA mix. A big 
reason for the is Gillette’s 
experience hosting major 
soccer events. The U.S. 
Youth Soccer Association 

held a significant number 
of games in 2008 for its 
Region III Championships, 

The Wilson TimesSports www.wilsontimes.com
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GO BULLDOGS!

www.bartonbulldogs.com

For more information on 
Barton College athletics, visit

Wednesday, April 28
BASEBALL – Barton vs. 

Southern Wesleyan, Wilson, 
N.C., Fleming Stadium, 2021 
Conference Carolinas Champi-
onship, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 29
BASEBALL – Wilson, N.C., 

Fleming Stadium, 2021 Confer-
ence Carolinas Championship

Friday, April 30
BASEBALL – Wilson, N.C., 

Fleming Stadium, 2021 Confer-
ence Carolinas Championship

MEN’S SOCCER – Barton vs. 
Chowan, Florence, S.C., Flor-

ence Soccer Complex, 2021 
Conference Carolinas Champi-
onship, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 1
BASEBALL – Wilson, N.C., 

Fleming Stadium, 2021 Confer-
ence Carolinas Championship

Sunday, May 2
BASEBALL – Wilson, N.C., 

Fleming Stadium, 2021 Confer-
ence Carolinas Championship

MEN’S SOCCER – Florence, 
S.C., Florence Soccer Complex, 
2021 Conference Carolinas 
Championship match, 4:00 
p.m.

The Barton men’s soccer and baseball teams remain in 
competition as we move into the last week of April.  The 

Bulldogs’ baseball team opens the Conference Carolinas 
Tournament against Southern Wesleyan Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m., at Fleming Stadium.  Meanwhile, the men’s soccer team 
advanced to the semifinals and will face Chowan on Friday at 
7:00 p.m., in Florence, S.C.

Back in the 
limelight

In this Times file photo from Nov. 29, 2012, a linesman watches the action on the field during a U.S. Youth Soccer National 
League match at Gillette Soccer Complex. The facility will host six NCAA Division men’s and women’s soccer tournament 
games this week, starting Tuesday. 

See NCAA, Page 2B

Greenfield winning streak halted by DASH, 1-0
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 265-7807  
| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

The nine-game surge of vic-
tories for the Greenfield School 
varsity girls soccer team is no 
more.

But with the North Carolina 
Independent Schools Athletic 
Association 1-A postseason just 
around the corner for the Lady 
Knights, a 1-0 loss Friday night 
to DASH United on Forbes Field 
was no cause to descend into 
full-blown panic.

“We can’t walk away with 
our heads down in this game,” 
Greenfield head coach Randol 
Mendoza said. “We definitely 
saw a lot of growth playing an 
opponent like DASH United. 
We wanted the win, we wanted 
the three points or just simply 
winning that game being that 
we’re not in a points system. We 
didn’t quite get it, but I’d rather 
play really good opponents like 
we have in tonight’s game be-
cause it will go a long way at the 
end of the postseason.

Greenfield, which clinched 
the 1-A Coastal Plain Inde-
pendents Conference regu-
lar-season title with its win 
over Wayne Country Day on 
Wednesday, lost for just the sec-
ond time in 15 matches. DASH, 

which absorbed its first loss 
Thursday night against Hunt 
in another 1-0 affair, improved 
to 15-1. After missing out on 
postseason play due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic in 2020, Unit-
ed finds themselves in position 
to continue a string of North 
Carolinians for Home Educa-
tion Athletic Commission state 
championships, of which DASH 
has claimed the last four.

The Lady Knights found it dif-
ficult to get numbers forward 

with any consistency, as DASH 
maintained most of the posses-
sion and proved effective flip-
ping the field and getting Green-
field’s defense to chase. DASH, 
which outshot Greenfield by a 
19-3 margin, picked up the lone 
goal of the match off a coun-
terattack once Amery Harrison 
played a through ball to Michae-
la Kowalski in the 13th minute. 
Kowalski completed the run and 
sent it by Greenfield sophomore 
keeper Jeallen Holland for the 

lone tally.
Fifteen of DASH’s shots ended 

up on frame with Holland mak-
ing 13 saves. Nine corner kicks 
were taken by United.

While Holland remained ac-
tive on the back line, Green-
field’s marking on defense was 
not of poor quality.

“The substitutions were 
minimum,” Mendoza said. “We 
didn’t rotate as heavily as we 
usually do, but I think the fit-
ness levels are peaking at the 

right time of the season. I didn’t 
want the team to be really fit 
early at the beginning of the 
year. I wanted us to start hitting 
our peak three quarters and go-
ing into the last quarter of the 
season. And it proved it playing 
an 80-minute game against an 
opponent with the quality of 
DASH.”

Greenfield didn’t get its first 
shot until the 43rd minute. 

Libby Eagles (6) of Greenfield tries to fight off the defense of DASH 
United during Friday’s game on Forbes Field. Greenfield lost 1-0. Jimmy 
Lewis | Times

Hunt, Fike, SN 
send 4 to 3-A boys 
tennis regional

Fike’s Cole Peterson hits a backhand during Thursday’s 
match against Rocky Mount at Barton Tennis Complex. 
Peterson, the last singles player to win a Big East individual 
championship in 2019, won his quarterfinal match following 
a first-round bye to qualify for this week’s NCHSAA 3-A 
East regional. Peterson is joined by Fike teammates Snyder 
Pearson-Hatten Gore, Hunt’s Ben Tong and Southern Nash’s 
Jadon Shearin-Roan Wachowicz in regional competition. 
Jimmy Lewis | TimesSee TENNIS, Page 2B

Greenfield’s Forbes Good (18) and Rivcah Lloyd (14) of DASH United 
jostle for possession during Friday’s match on Forbes Field. Greenfield 
lost 1-0. Jimmy Lewis | Times

See DASH, Page 2B
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still the biggest event held at Gil-
lette, while the U.S. Youth Soccer’s 
National League played its boys and 
girls season openers for 11 straight 
years until 2019. And, of course, The 
Brittany, the largest high school soc-
cer showcase in the state, kicked off 
in 2005 with the opening of the Gil-
lette Complex, which now includes 
a top-notch youth baseball facility 
as well.

Parks and Rec director David 
Lee said that it’s a credit not just 
to the complex, but to Frazier and 
parks manager Dale Edmunds, 
who is responsible for the playing 
surfaces, and all their staff mem-
bers.

“It’s the vision everybody had 
as a tribute to all the work and 
how we’ve handled ourselves in 
the past,” Lee said. “ It’s a compli-
ment to the quality of our fields. 
They didn’t want to play on the 
artificial turf, they wanted to be 
on the grass fields. They know the 
kind of grass that we’ve got and 
the kind of fields and the condition 
they’re in and how Dale handles 
all that kind of stuff. But it’s a big, 
big compliment to Richard and his 
staff on how they’ve run all these 
big national tournaments through 
the years.”

Lee also credited Greater Ra-
leigh Sports Alliance executive di-
rector Scott Dupree, who grew up 
in Wilson, for considering Gillette 
when the group began working 
with the NCAA to find venues for 
both of its Div. I soccer tourna-
ments.

“Scott is the one who pushed Wil-
son, said Wilson can do it, and put 
us in the mix,” Lee said. “We owe a 
lot of gratitude to Scott, but it’s also 
our past relationship with Wake 
County and the soccer up there and 
everything we’ve done.”

Most of that has been done by 
Frazier, who has been in charge of 
nearly every major soccer event that 
Gillette has hosted.

“We’ve hosted lots of events 
before, but to meet the criteria of 
the NCAA and now with all the 
COVID restrictions, that’s been 
the biggest challenge as far,” he 
said.

Gillette has quietly hosted sev-
eral large soccer events already 
in 2021, Frazier, including an 
Olympic Development Program 
tournament, the Wilson Youth 
Soccer Association’s Clover Cup 
and some N.C. Youth Soccer As-
sociation postseason matches and 
several more on the way. Even 
with the National League, which 
brought dozens of elite youth 
teams and their families to Wil-
son for two weekends each fall, 
pulling out of Wilson, Frazier said 
that plenty of other opportunities, 
including this one, are helping 
to fill that void. But Frazier re-
minded that the National League 
making a home here for 11 years 
did as much as anything to estab-
lish Gillette as a premier soccer 
venue.

“I think that it’s very good for the 
community for people all across 
the country to come to Wilson to 
watch Division I college soccer,” 
he said. “This is college soccer for 
men and women at the highest 
level, and for us to be a host site is 
tremendous. I have had some feed-
back from some coaches that have 
been at Gillette recruiting before, 
so I think with our National League 
experience and everything was a 
feather in our cap with NCAA as 
far as having coaches know what 
type of facility we have and feel 
very comfortable coming to the 
complex, knowing that they’re 
going to be on a quality playing 
surface and have a first-class expe-

rience.”
Lee pointed out that some of the 

players who will be on display at 
Gillette this week may experience 
deja vu.

“Somebody pointed out to me 
and it’s pretty cool that they 
would bet that there’s somebody 
who’s going to be on one of these 
teams that has already been to 
Wilson come and played out 
at Gillette when they came for 
through the travel tournaments 
and stuff,” he said. “There’s 
probably going to be some play-
ers, this won’t be their first visit 
here.”

The spectator maximum for each 
game is 400 with each team getting 
75 tickets. Fans can buy tickets on-
line through WAXtix.com for $10 
each. Social distancing protocols 
will be in effect. Games will also be 
televised locally on Greenlight Ch. 
22 and streamed online at NCAA.
com. Grant Roberson heads the 
local production crew that will 
feature Corey Hodges as the play-
by-play announcer and Bridget 
Condon of WTVD in Durham as 
the sideline reporter.

While there have been sporting 
events here already this year, with 
the NCAA Division II Conference 
Carolinas baseball tournament at 
Fleming Stadium, two high-profile 
events will be going on for the first 
time since well before the pandemic 
began.

“Having the conference baseball 
tournament at Fleming just shows 
that Wilson’s a destination and we 
try do it right, which is something 
we’re really proud of,” Lee said. “I 
I just think it’s big with the NCAA 
name on it, and being Division I 
and some major colleges coming in 
that’s really neat. 

“We’re just glad we’re starting 
things like that because we’ve 
missed it.”

AREA CALENDAR
Tuesday, April 27
High School Varsity Baseball
Greenville John Paul II at Greenfield, 4 p.m.; Kinston Bethel Christian at 
Wilson Christian, 6 p.m.;  South Central at C.B. Aycock, 6 p.m.; Hunt at 
Erwin Triton, 7 p.m.; North Lenoir at Greene Central, 7 p.m.

High School Varsity Softball
South Lenoir at C.B. Aycock (DH), 4 p.m.; Rocky Mount at Southern Nash 
(DH), 4:30 p.m.; Ayden-Grifton at Greene Central, 6 p.m.; Kinston Bethel 
Christian at Wilson Christian, 6 p.m.; North Johnston at North Pitt, 6 p.m.;  
Northern Nash at Fike, 6 p.m.; Hunt at Franklinton, 7 p.m.

High School Varsity Girls Soccer
1-A Mid-Carolina Conference tournament, semifinals; Beddingfield at SW 
Edgecombe, 4 p.m.;  Greene Central at North Lenoir, 6 p.m.; Greenville John 
Paul at Greenfield, 6 p.m.; South Lenoir at C.B. Aycock, 6 p.m.

High School Boys Tennis
Franklinton at Hunt, 3:30 p.m.; Rocky Mount at Southern Nash, 3:30 p.m.; 
Northern Nash at Fike, 3:30 p.m.; Greenfield at Fayetteville Academy, 4 
p.m.; North Johnston at Nash Central, 4 p.m.; SW Edgecombe at Bedding-
field, 4 p.m.

High School Boys Golf
Wilson Christian at Wilmington Christian, 3:30 p.m.

High School Girls Golf
Southern Nash, Northern Nash at Franklinton, 1 p.m.; Fike, Hunt, Franklin-
ton at Willow Springs Country Club, 2 p.m.

High School Junior Varsity Baseball
C.B. Aycock at South Central, 4 p.m.; Corinth Holders at Fike, 4 p.m,; Hunt 
at Erwin Triton, 4 p.m.; Southern Nash at Nash Central, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, April 28
College Baseball
Conference Carolinas tournament at Fleming Stadium, play-in game — 
Southern Wesleyan vs. Barton, 7 p.m.

High School Varsity Baseball
SW Edgecombe at Rocky Mount, 5 p.m.

High School Varsity Girls Soccer
Eastern Wayne at C.B. Aycock, 5 p.m.; Farmville Central at Beddingfield, 
6 p.m.

High School Wrestling
Neuse Charter, South Johnston at C.B. Aycock, 5:30 p.m.; Northern Nash, 
Southern Nash at Fike, 6 p.m.

High School Track and Field
3-A Big East Conference meet at Northern Nash, 3:30 p.m.

High School Boys Tennis
Eastern Wayne at C.B. Aycock, 4 p.m. 

High School Girls Tennis
Farmville Central at North Johnston, 4 p.m.; Fike at Greene Central, 4 p.m.; 
Nash Central at SW Edgecombe, 4 p.m.

High School Girls Golf
3-A Big East Conference individual championship, 1 p.m. 

Thursday, April 29
High School Varsity Baseball
1-A Mid-Carolina Conference tournament, semifinals — Lee Christian at 
Community Christian, 4 p.m.; Wayne Country Day at Greenfield, 4 p.m.; 
C.B. Aycock at South Central, 6 p.m.; North Johnston at Smithfield-Selma, 
6 p.m.; Raleigh Hawks at Wilson Christian, 6 p.m.; Fike at Corinth Hold-
ers, 7 p.m.; Greene Central at North Lenoir, 7 p.m.; Southern Nash at Nash 
Central, 7 p.m.

High School Varsity Softball
Community Christian at Hobgood Academy, 4 p.m.; Eastern Wayne at C.B. 
Aycock, 5 p.m.; Fike at Hunt, 6 p.m.; Greene Central at Washington, 6 p.m.; 
Southern Nash at Franklinton, 6:30 p.m.

High School Varsity Girls Soccer
Greene Central at Washington, 6 p.m.; SW Edgecombe at Chocowinity 
Southside, 6 p.m.; Wayne Country Day at Greenfield, 6 p.m.; Fike at Hunt, 
6:30 p.m.; Southern Nash at Franklinton, 6:30 p.m.

High School Boys Tennis
Fike at Hunt, 3:30 p.m.; Southern Nash at Franklinton, 3:30 p.m.; Wayne 
Country Day at Greenfield, 4 p.m. 

High School Girls Golf
3-A Big East Conference individual championship, 1 p.m.

High School Junior Varsity Baseball
South Central at C.B. Aycock, 4 p.m,

SPORTS ON TV
The Associated Press
(All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or blackouts

Tuesday, April 27
GOLF
4 p.m.— PGA of America: The PGA Professional Championship, Third 
Round, Wanamaker & Ryder Courses, Port St. Lucie, Fla. (GOLF)
MLB BASEBALL
7 p.m.— Boston at NY Mets (ESPN)
NBA BASKETBALL
9:30 p.m.— Dallas at Golden State (TNT)
NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.— NY Islanders at Washington (NBCSN)
8:30 p.m.— Carolina at Dallas (BSSO)
SOCCER (MEN’S)
8 p.m.— CONCACAF Champions League: TBD (FS1)
10 p.m.— CONCACAF Champions League: TBD  (FS1)

Wednesday, April 28
GOLF
3 p.m.— PGA of America: The PGA Professional Championship, Final 
Round, Wanamaker & Ryder Courses, Port St. Lucie, Fla. (GOLF)
10:30 p.m.— LPGA Tour: The HSBC Women’s World Championship, First 
Round, Sentosa Golf Club - Tanjong Course, Singapore (GOLF)
MLB BASEBALL
7 p.m.— Chicago Cubs at Atlanta (FS1)
NBA BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.— LA Lakers at Washington (ESPN)
10:05 p.m.— LA Clippers at Phoenix (ESPN)
NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.— St. Louis at Minnesota (NBCSN)
9:30 p.m.— Colorado at Vegas (NBCSN)

Thursday, April 29
AUTO RACING
6:25 a.m. (Friday)— Formula One: Practice, Algarve International Circuit, 
Portimão, Portugal (ESPNU)
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7:30 p.m.— Kentucky at Tennessee (ESPNU)
GOLF
9 a.m.— EPGA Tour: The Tenerife Open, First Round, Golf Costa Adeje, 
Tenerife, Spain (GOLF)
2 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Valspar Championship, First Round, Copperhead 
Course, Tampa, Fla. (GOLF)
10:30 p.m.— LPGA Tour: The HSBC Women’s World Championship, Second 
Round, Sentosa Golf Club - Tanjong Course, Singapore (GOLF)
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
9 p.m.— PFL 2: From Atlantic City, N.J. (ESPN2)
NFL FOOTBALL
8 p.m.— NFL Draft: Round 1, Cleveland (ABC); NFL Draft: Round 1, Cleve-
land (ESPN); NFL Draft: Round 1, Cleveland (NFLN)
NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.— Detroit at Carolina (BSSO)
8 p.m.— Florida at Chicago (NBCSN)
10:30 p.m.— Calgary at Edmonton (NBCSN)
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NCAA Soccer Tournament Glance

SCHEDULE
All games at Gillette Soccer Complex, Field No. 1

WOMEN 
First Round
Tuesday, April 27
New Mexico (10-1) vs. Navy (4-4-2), 6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 28
South Carolina (10-4) vs. Montana (9-1), 6 p.m.
Second Round
Friday, April 30
New Mexico-Navy winner vs. No. 4 TCU (11-1-1)
Saturday, May 1
South Carolina-Montana winner vs. No. 13 
Georgetown (11-0-1)

MEN
Second Round

Sunday, May 2
Fordham (7-0-2) vs. Marshall (9-2-2), 1 p.m.
UCF (8-3-1) vs. James Madison (5-0-3), 5 p.m.

HOW TO WATCH
In person —  Tickets are $10 each and are avail-
able for each of the six NCAA soccer matches 
through WAWtix.com. There is a maximum ca-
pacity of 400 spectators per match. 
On TV —  All games in Wilson will be televised 
on Greenlight Ch. 22. The games will also be 
streamed on NCAA.com.

continued from page 1B

NCAA: ‘For us to be a host site is tremendous’

In doubles play. No. 1 seed Sny-
der Pearson-Hatten Gore reached 
the semifinals, as did No. 4 seed 
Jadon Shearin-Roan Wachowicz 
of Southern Nash.

Following a first-round bye, Pe-
terson disposed of Hunt’s Julian 
Hernandez by a 6-1, 6-1 margin 
in the quarterfinals. Tong had to 
get past two Warrior teammates 
to reach regionals, eliminating 
Carlos Chavez 6-1, 6-4 in the first 
round before outlasting a second 

Warrior in Herson Navarette 6-3, 
7-5.

For Fike, Pearson-Gore defeated 
Northern Nash’s Jacob Romero-
Nicholas Murphy 6-2, 6-1 in the 
quarterfinals after a first-round 
bye for both.

Southern Nash’s Shearin-Wa-
chowicz reached the semifinals 
by the slimmest of margins, re-
quiring a third-set tiebreaker to 
get past Rocky Mount’s William 
Broderick-Matt Mangano 6-4, 4-6, 
11-9.

3-A Big East Conference Tournament

SINGLES
First Round
Julian Hernandez (H) def. Kevin Bryant (SN) 4-6, 
6-4, 10-8; Ben Tong (H) def. Carlos Chavez (H) 
6-1, 6-4;  Henson Navarette (H) def. Mohamed 
Tawous (Northern Nash) 6-4, 6-3; Dylan Skinner 
(F) def. Alex Ellis 0-6, 6-4, 10-4; Ivan Ponce (H) 
def. Kaleb Beckstrand (Franklinton) 6-0, 6-2
Quarterfinals
Peterson (F) def. Hernandez 6-1, 6-1; Tong def. Na-
varette 6-3, 7-6; Jay Patel (NN) def. Ponce 6-1, 6-3; 
Skinner vs. Britt Williams (Franklinton) split sets 
6-4, 5-7.
DOUBLES
First Round
Blake Mastman-Oc Bolt (F) def. Frank Gonzalez-
Izzy Leon (SN) 7-5, 0-6, 10-7.
Quarterfinals
Pearson-Gore (F) ef. Jacob Romero-Nicholas Mur-
phy (NN) 6-2, 6-1; Shearin-Wachowicz (SN) def. Wil-
liam Broderick-Matt Mangano 6-4, 4-6, 11-9; Eric 
Bass-Noah Davis (NN) def. Mastman-Bolt. 7-6(4).

continued from page 1B

Tennis: Big East Conference Tournament results

Eighth grader Darcy Dean 
made a run into the DASH 
defensive third, but her 
shot up the end line hit the 
outer portion of the side 
panel. Opportunities off 
set pieces also presented 
themselves in the second 
half for the Lady Knights, 
but free kicks off the foot 
of sophomore Kat Stanley 
could not find an equal-
izer. 

DASH keeper Natalie 

Akins wasn’t pressed into 
a save of any kind until 
Stanley struck a free kick 
with 25:40 to play. 

Two more free kicks 
in the 64th and 65th 
off Stanley’s foot also 
failed to find a mean-
ingful touch on the 
end, and with DASH 
regaining its possession 
authority, time expired 
without an abundance 
of drama.

“We anticipated being 
able to break them down 

from a tactical stand-
point,” DASH head coach 
Lynn Adams said. “We 
just feel like our soccer, 
our tactical side of our 
game, is really good. We 
thought we could break 
them down tactically and 
do the right things to be 
able to score. We got plen-
ty of opportunities, it just 
seems like we couldn’t 
buy one.”

As for Stanley, she 
stayed busy in the de-
fensive third when not 

taking free kicks. When 
the final whistle sounded, 
Stanley could be spotted 
getting ice applied to and 
wrapped around a sore 
lower back.

“I’d say in just about any 
game, you do get tired as 
it kind of wears on,” Stan-
ley said. “But I don’t think 
we got any more tired 
than we did in any other 
game.”

Greenfield remains out 
of conference Monday to 
face Fayetteville Academy.

Greenfield’s Kat Stanley (3) looks for a path out of the corner as linesman Brent Walston observes during Friday’s match 
on Forbes Field. The Lady Knights lost 1-0. Defending for DASH is Kirsten Baker. Jimmy Lewis | Times

DASH: ‘We anticipated being able to break them down’
continued from page 1B
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WILSON CITY LITTLE LEAGUE GLANCE

RESULTS
Games from April 2-16

Single-A Minor League
AGES 5-6

Team R H
B&S Tire 15 24
Building Blocks 4 9

LEADING HITTERS — B&S Tire- 
Colton Powell 4-4, 4-1B, 3-R, Warren 
Daniel Weaver 3-3, 3-1B, 3-R, Bentley 
Weaver 3-3, 3-1B, 3-R, George Had-
dock 3-3, 3-1B, 3-R, Benjamin Had-
dock 3-3, 3-1B, 2-R, Graham Davis 2-3, 
2-1B, Wesley Deans 3-3, 3-1B, Gibson 
Lucas 1-1, 1-1B, Harrison Myers 2-2, 
2-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Building 
Blocks- Colton Howard 1-2, 1-1B, 
Benjamin Stadiem 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, 
James Eichelberger 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Fitzgerald Aldrich 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Cart-
er Harrison 1-2, 1-1B, Zane Ruotolo 
1-2, 1-1B, Camryn Brown 1-2, 1-1B, 
August Mascarenas 1-1, 1-1B

Team R H
Clark Homes 3 15
E.B. Sports 8 13

LEADING HITTERS — Clark Homes- 
Manning Hare 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Henry 
Shreve 1-1, 1-1B, Kymari Jones 1-1, 
1-1B, Israel Rodriguez 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Will Clark 2-2, 2-1B, Walker Jackson 
1-1, 1-1B, Ayden Driver 1-1, 1-1B, Aar-
on Wilson 1-1, 1-1B, Paisley Dilda 2-2, 
2-1B, Carter Godwin, 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, 
Henry Eisner 1-1, 1-1B

LEADING HITTERS — E.B. Sports- 
Olsen Dowdy 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Maxton 
Warren 1-1, 1-1B, Zy’Maiz Poole 2-2, 
2-1B, 1-R, Zy’Mere Poole 2-2, 2-1B, 
Clyde Poole 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Beau Gor-
man 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Evan Barnes 2-2, 
2-1B, 2-R, Owen Caudle 1-2, 1-1B

Team R H
Golden Circle Optimist 6 11
Pizza Inn 9 14

LEADING HITTERS — Golden Circle 
Optimist- John Vekris 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Mason Robinson 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Emma 
Guerra 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Bradyn Cox 1-2, 
1-1B, 1-R, Cameron Parker 2-2, 2-1B, 
2-R, Bennett Parker 1-2, 1-1B, Gray-
son Abrams 1-2, 1-1B, Marshall Wil-
liams 1-1, 1-1B, Dallas Pope 1-1, 1-1B, 
King Isaacs 1-1, 1-1B

LEADING HITTERS — Otto Moore 
2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Weston Johnson 1-R, 
Anthony Huerta 1-2, 1-1B, 2-R, Em-
mett Sisk 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Nash Edens 
2-3, 2-1B, 1-R, Cayden Tyson 3-3, 3-1B, 
1-R, Jacob Holland 3-3, 3-1B, 1-R, Au-
brey Hicks 2-2, 2-1B

Team R H
Stone Creek 6 13
West Nash United 4 8

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Brandon Kintzele 1-2, 1-1B, 2-R, Lo-
gan Jones 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Jaiden White 
1-2, 1-1B, Caroline Thomson 2-2, 2-1B, 
Brady Melton 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Graham 
Beaman 1-1, 1-1B, Wyatt Lucas 2-2, 
2-1B, Mia May 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — West Nash 
United Methodist- Teagan Mayo 2-2, 
2-1B, 1-R, Max Harris 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Beau Batts 2-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Camden 
Samson 1-1, 1-1B, Xavier King 1-1, 
1-1B, 1-R, Isobella Rabe 1-1, 1-1B, Wil-
liam Goeckner 1-1, 1-1B

Team R H
Pizza Inn 8 14
Stone Creek 10 15

LEADING HITTERS — Pizza Inn- 
Henry Gibson 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Thomas 
Wright 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Jacob Rog-
ers 2-1B, 1-R, Otto Moore 2-2, 2-1B, 
Weston Johnson 1-2, 1-1B, Anthony 
Huerta 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Emmett Sisk 
1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Nash Edens 2-2, 1-1B, 
1-2B, 1-R, Cayden Tyson 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Jacob Holland 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Aubrey 
Hicks 1-2, 1-1B

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Brandon Kintzele 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Lo-
gan Jones 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Jaiden White 
2-2, 2-1B, Caroline Thomson 1-1, 1-1B, 
Tyson Kirby 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Brady 
Melton 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Graham Bea-
man 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Wyatt Lucas 1-2, 
1-1B, Carter Thomas 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Mia May 1-1, 1-1B

Team R H
Building Blocks 12 25
Clark Homes 13 22

LEADING HITTERS — Building 
Blocks- Benjamin Stadiem 3-3, 3-1B, 
2-R, James Eichelberger 4-4, 4-1B, 
2-R, Fitzgerald Aldrich 3-4, 3-1B, 1-R, 
Carter Harrison 3-3, 3-1B, James 
Lezama 4-4, 4-1B, 2-R, Zane Ruotolo 
4-4, 4-1B, 2-R, Camryn Brown 4-4, 
4-1B, 3-R

LEADING HITTERS — Clark Homes- 
Manning Hare 2-2, 2-1B, Henry 
Shreve 3-3, 3-1B, 2-R, Kymari Jones 
3-3, 2-1B, 1-3B, 3-R, Ayden Driver 3-3, 
3-1B, 2-R, Aaron Wilson 3-3, 1-1B, 
2-2B, 3-R, Paisley Dilda 2-2, 2-1B, 
Carter Godwin 3-3, 3-1B, Henry Eisner 
3-3, 3-1B, 3-R

Team R H
E.B. Sports 14 22
B&S Tire 8 13

LEADING HITTERS — E.B. Sports- 
Olsen Dowdy 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Maxton 
Warren 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Zy’Maiz Poole 
1-2, 1-1B, Zy’Mere Poole 2-2, 2-1B, 
2-R, Clyde Poole 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Beau 
Gorman 3-3, 3-1B, 2-R, Graham Brock 
2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Evan Barnes 2-2, 2-1B, 
1-R, Owen Caudle 3-3, 2-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, 
Cooper Hitchcock 3-3, 2-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, 
Olivia Brock 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — B&S Tire- Mal-
achi Austin 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Elijah How-
ell 1-2, 1-1B, Colton Powell 2-2, 1-1B, 
1-2B, 2-R, Warren Daniel Weaver, 2-2, 
2-1B, 1-R, Bentley Weaver 2-2, 1-1B, 
1-2B, 1-R, George Haddock 2-2, 2-1B, 
Wesley Deans 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Gibson 
Lucas 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Harrison Myers 
1-1, 1-1B, 1-R

Team    
 R H
West Nash United  10 
18

Golden Circle Optimist 1 9
LEADING HITTERS — West Nash 

United Methodist- Teagan Mayo- 2-2, 
2-1B, 1-R, Max Harris 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, 
Beau Batts 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, Camden 
Samson 1-2, 1-1B, Taytum Mills 2-3, 
2-1B, 1-R, Xavier King 2-2, 2-1B, Amari 
Latham 2-3, 2-1B, 2-R, Kaleiana Rabe 
2-2, 2-1B, Isobella Rabe 2-2, 2-1B, 2-R, 
William Goeckner 1-2, 1-1B

LEADING HITTERS — Golden Circle 
Optimist- Trey Jones 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Mason Robinson 1-1, 1-1B, Emma 
Guerra 1-1, 1-1B, Bradyn Cox 1-1, 
1-1B, Cameron Parker 1-1, 1-1B, Mar-
shall Williams 1-1, 1-1B, Troy Dew 1-1, 
1-1B, Dallas Pope 1-1, 1-1B 1-R, King 
Isaacs 1-1, 1-1B

Double-A Minor League
AGES 7-8

Team    
 R H
Luncheon Lions Club 12 17
Rocky Mount Toyota 10 15

LEADING HITTERS — Luncheon Li-
ons Club- Kyndall Brown 2-3, 2-1B, 
1-R, Michael Brown Jr. 2-3, 2-1B, 1-R, 
Dominic Carlone 2-3, 1-1B, 1-3B, 2-R, 
Hudson Eichelberger 3-3, 3-1B, 3-R, 
Knox Hayes 1-4, 1-1B, 1-R, Stetson 
Price 2-4, 2-1B, 1-R, Easton Riley 3-3, 
3-1B, 3-R, Jase Ellis 2-3, 2-1B

LEADING HITTERS — Rocky Mount 
Toyota- Hayden Nichols 2-2, 2-1B, 
1-R, Levi Turner 2-2, 1-1B, 1-3B. 2-R, 
Thomas Hunt 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, Clay 
Lamm 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Christian Bryant 
1-2, 1-1B, Jaise Futrell 1-2, 1-2B, 1-R, 
Olive Robinson 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Isabella 
Wilson 1-2, 1-1B, Olan Newton 1-2, 
1-1B, 1-R, Colby Wilson 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Alyssa Melvin 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R

Team R H
Stone Creek 8 11
Vets Pets 13 22

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Ian Anderson 1-3, 1-2B, 1-R, Reginald 
Jr. Lindsey 3-3, 2-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, Kalleb 
Waddell 1-2, 1-2B, Josiah Kirby 1-2, 
1-1B, 1-R, Thomas Rabil 2-3, 2-1B, 2-R, 
Dylan Sherrod 2-3 2-1B, 2-R, Brooks 
Johnson 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Vets Pets- Lee 
Jackson 2-3, 1-1B, 1-1B, 2-R, Jacob 
Perry 2-3, 2-1B, Brody Allen 3-3, 2-1B, 
1-3B, 3-R, Bennett Smith 3-3, 3-1B, 
2-R, Layton Edgerton 3-3, 3-1B, 3-R, 
Wyatt Watson 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Kohl 
Thomas 2-2, 2-1B, Gunner Taylor 2-2, 
2-1B, Grant Woodall 3-3, 3-1B, 1-R, 
Liam Godwin 1-3, 1-1B, 1-R

Team R H
Brittany Rawls Art 11 18
Stone Creek 10 14

LEADING HITTERS — Brittany Rawls 
Art- Turner Byrd 2-3, 2-1B, 1-R, Ever-
ett Godwin 3-3, 2-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, Hud-
son Jones 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, Carter 
Samson 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, Jayden 
Lewin 1-2, 1-1B, Jaykob Lewin 2-2, 
1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, Stephon Elliott-Yel-
verton 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Torah Bolden 
1-2, 1-1B, Harleigh Parris 1-2, 1-1B, 
1-R, Max Nichols 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, 
Elena Kriger 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Jordyn White 1-2, 1-1B, 1R, Eli Rabil 
2-2, 1-1B, 2-R, Brady Howell 2-2, 2-1B, 
Ian Anderson 1-2, 1-2B, 1-R, Reginald 
Jr Lindsey 3-3, 3-1B, 2-R, Kalleb Wad-
dell 2-3, 1-1B, 1-HR, 2-R, Thomas Rabil 
2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, Brooks Johnson 
1-2, 1-1B 

Team R H
Rocky Mount Toyota 6 11
Vets Pets 6 12

LEADING HITTERS — Rocky Mount 
Toyota- Hayden Nichols 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Levi Turner 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Thomas 
Hunt 2-2, 2-2B, 1-R, Clay Lamm 2-2, 
2-1B, 1-R, Christian Bryant 1-1, 1-1B, 
Isabella Wilson 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Colby 
Wilson 1-1, 1-2B, 1-R, Alyssa Melvin 
2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Vets Pets- Lee 
Jackson 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Jacob Perry 
1-2, 1-1B, Brody Allen 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, 
Bennett Smith 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Wyatt 
Watson 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Kohl Thomas 
1-2, 1-1B, Gunner Taylor 1-2, 1-1B, 
Grant Woodall 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Liam 
Godwin 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R

Team R H
Brittany Rawls Art 11 15
Luncheon Lions Club 5 10

LEADING HITTERS — Brittany Raw-
ls Art- Turner Byrd 1-3, 1-2B, Everett 
Godwin 2-3, 1-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, Hudson 
Jones 2-3, 2-1B, 2-R, Carter Samson 
2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Jaydin Lewin 1-2, 1-HR, 
1-R, Jaykob Lewin 1-2, 1-1B, Stephon 
Elliott-Yelverton 1-2, 1-HR, 1-R, Torah 
Bolden 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Harleigh Parris 
1-2, 1-HR, 1-R, Max Nichols 2-2, 1-1B, 
1-2B, 1-R, Elena Kriger 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Luncheon 
Lions Club- Bree Bissette 1-2, 1-1B, 
Kyndall Brown 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Michael 
Brown Jr, 1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, Dominic 
Carlone 1-3, 1-1B, Knox Hayes 1-3, 
1-1B, 1-R, Stetson Price 2-3, 2-1B, 1-R, 
Easton Riley 1-3, 1-1B, 1-R, Jase Ellis 
1-2, 1-1B

Minor League
Team R H
Adams Carpet 6 7
Farm Bureau 0 7

LEADING HITTERS — Adams Car-
pet- Elijah Kirby 2-3, 2-1B, 3-R, Austin 
Parten 2-3, 1-1B, 1-3B, 2-R, Corbin Ad-
ams 2-2, 1-1B, 1-3B, William McHenry 
1-R, Roland (RJ) Nyonka 1-3, 1-2B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Farm Bureau- 
Landon Riley 1-R, Harper Murray 2-3 
1-1B, 1-HR, 3-R, Amare Sellers 1-R, 
Easton Martin 2-3, 2-1B, 3-R, Braxton 
Smith 3-4, 3-1B, Peyton Jones 1-R

Team R H
Stone Creek 6 4
Tobs 4 2

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Keyon Jr. Elliott 1-1, 1-1B, Bryson 
Driver 1-R, Brantley Riggs 1-2, 1-HR, 

1-R, Noah Parker 1-2, 1-2B, John Roy-
er II 1-R, David Royer 1-1, 1-2B, 2-R, 
Joshua Daniels 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Tobs- Jacarri 
Artis 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Ashton Wilson 
1-1, 1-1B, 2-R, Shawn Easterly 1-R

Team R H
Farm Bureau 16 4
Stone Creek 2 0

LEADING HITTERS — Farm Bureau- 
Wood Berry 1-R, Henry Lanier 1-R, 
Noah Davis 1-1, 1-B, 2-R, Landon Ri-
ley 1-R, Harper Murray 1-1, 1-3B, 3-R, 
Amare Sellers 2-R, Easton Martin 1-1, 
1-HR, 2-R, Josiah Hyman 1-R, Braxton 
Smith 1-R, Jackson Hill 1-1, 1-HR, 2-R

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
John Royer II 2-R

Team R H
Tobs 8 1
Adams Carpet  4 3

LEADING HITTERS — Tobs- Sy-
lar Lamm, 1-R, Mason Cambra, 1-R, 
Marshall Batts, 1-R, Hudson Green, 
2-R, Russell Stephenson, 1-R, Jaccari 
Artis, 1-R, Ashton Wilson, 1-R, Gavin 
Cone 1-2, 1-1B

LEADING HITTERS — Adams Car-
pet- Jesse Boykin, 1-R, Elijah Kirby 
2-3, 1-1B, 1-HR, 2-R, Corbin Adams, 
1-R, Roland (RJ) Nyonka 1-2, 1-1B

Team R H
Adams Carpet 10 5
Stone Creek 7 12

LEADING HITTERS — Adams Car-
pet- Jesse Boykin 1-3, 1-1B, 1-R, Brai-
lyn Hall 1-3, 1-1B, Elijah Kirby, 2-R, 
Austin Parten, 1-R, Brodie Reynolds, 
2-R, Corbin Adams 1-1, 1-1B, 2-R, 
Bryson Bass 1-3, 1-2B, Hill Black 1-R, 
Roland (RJ) Nyonka 1-2, 1-2B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Keyon Jr. Elliott 1-2, 1-3B, Bryson 
Driver 3-3, 3-1B, 3-R, Brantley Riggs 
2-3, 1-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, Damius Rice Jr 
2-3, 1-1B, 1-2B, John Royer II 2-2, 2-1B, 
1-R, David Royer 2-3, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R

Team R H
Farm Bureau 5 3
Tobs 6 3

Leading Hitters- Farm Bureau- 
Ryan Clemmer, 1-R, Easton Martin 
1-2, 1-HR, 1-R, Braxton Smith 1-2, 
1-1B, 1-R, Peyton Jones 1-R, Jackson 
Hill 1-2, 1-2B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Tobs- Sylar 
Lamm, 1-R, Jackson Batts, 1-R, Hud-
son Green 1-1, 1-2B, 3-R, Russell Ste-
phenson 1-2, 1-1B, Caleb Griffin 1-2, 
1-1B, Ashton Wilson 1-R

Team R H
Farm Bureau 4 2
Adams Carpet 5 3

LEADING HITTERS — Farm Bureau-
Wood Berry 1-1, Harper Murray 1-R, 
Easton Martin 1-3, 1-3B, 1-R, Peyton 
Jones 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Adams Car-
pet-Jesse Boykin 1-R, Brailyn Hall 1-2, 
1-2B, Elijah Kirby 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Brodie 
Reynolds 1-R, Corbin Adams 1-R, Ro-
land (RJ) Nyonka 1-1, 1-HR, 1-R

Team R H
Tobs 14 4
Stone Creek 12 4

LEADING HITTERS — Tobs- Sylar 
Lamm, 2-R, Mason Cambra 1-2, 1-1B, 
Jackson Batts, 1-R, Hudson Green, 
3-R, Russell Stephenson 1-3, 1-R, Dal-
las Ross, 2-R, Caleb Griffin, 1-R, Jac-
arri Artis 2-3, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, Gavin 
Cone, 3-R

LEADING HITTERS — Stone Creek- 
Keyon Jr. Elliott, 2-R, Miguel Romero, 
2-R, Caleb Caputo, 1-R, Bryson Driver, 
3-R, Brantley Riggs 1-2, 1-3B, 2-R, Da-
mius Rice Jr 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Noah Park-
er 1-2, 1-1B, John Royer II, 1-R, David 
Royer 1-2, 1-2B

Major League
Team R H
Greenlight 13 11
EB Sports 1 5

LEADING HITTERS — Greenlight- 
Jake Joyner 2-4, 1-1B, 1-2B, 1-R, An-
gel Saldana 3-4, 1-1B, 2-2B, 2-R, Ryan 
Deans, 1-R, Mack Wiggins 2-2, 2-1B, 
3-R, Camden Efird 2-3, 2-1B, 1-R, Mat-
tox Mckeel 2-3, 2-1B, 2-R, Charlie 
Scott, 3-R

LEADING HITTERS — EB Sports- 
Tucker Webb 1-2, 1-2B, 1-R, Peyton 
Gardner 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, Weston 
Etheridge 1-3, 1-1B, Davison Metts 
1-2, 1-1B

Team R H
Farris & Thomas 4 4
Creech’s Plumbing 14 11

LEADING HITTERS — Farris & Thom-
as- Seth Newsome 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Landon Ange 1-2, 1-1B, 2-R, Lawson 
Boykin 1-2, 1-1B, Elliott Wheeler 1-3, 
1-2B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Creech’s 
Plumbing- TJ Coleman 2-3, 1-1B, 1-3B, 
3-R, Bryson McNeil, 1-R, RJ Garris 2-3, 
1-1B, 1-2B, 2-R, Trey Mills 1-1, 1-1B, 
3-R, Avery Watkins, 1-R, Trent Jones 
2-3, 2-1B, 1-R, Davis Turner 2-3, 1-2B, 
1-HR, 2-R, Chase Twiddy 2-2, 2-1B, 1-R

Team R H
NC Baseball Museum 10 9
Hwy 55 11 9

LEADING HITTERS — NC Baseball 
Museum- Preston Rivera, 1-R, Jack 
Beamon 2-4, 2-1B, 1-R, Bryson Hayes 
2-2, 2-1B, 1-R, Tanner Pierce 2-3, 1-1B, 
1-2B, 3-R, Clark Johnson 2-4, 2-1B, 
3-R, Caiden Peeler 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R

LEADING HITTERS — Hwy 55- Cam-
eron Jones, 1-R, Nathan Raynor 1-2, 
1-1B, 2-R, Landon High 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 
3-R, Alexander Shelley 2-4, 2-2B, 4-R, 
Batten Joyner 1-3, 1-1B, 1-R, Bowman 
Smith 2-2, 2-1B, Cain Penny 1-2, 1-1B

Team R H
Breakfast Optimist 2 1
BB&T 3 3

LEADING HITTERS — Breakfast 
Optimist- Connor Lewis, 2-R, Stoney 
Massey 1-3, 1-1B

LEADING HITTERS — BB&T- Kwa-
maine Batts 1-3, 1-1B, 1-R, Zachary 
Meeks 1-2, 1-1B, Grayden Murray 1-3, 
1-1B, Josef Popowitch, 2-R

Team R H

Breakfast Optimist 13 14
Farris & Thomas 0  5

LEADING HITTERS — Breakfast 
Optimist-Colton High 2-5, 2-1B, 2-R, 
Connor Lewis 3-5, 3-1B, 1-R, Austin 
Manning 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Charlie Mad-
drey 3-4, 3-2B, 1-R, Josh Varnell 1-1, 
1-1B, 2-R, Stone Massey 3-3, 1-2B, 
2-HR, 3-R, Briley Futrell 1-R, Connor 
Samson 1-2, 1-1B, 2-R

LEADING HITTERS — Farris & Thom-
as-Riley Philips 1-2, 1-1B, Landon 
Ange 1-2, 1-1B, Elliott Wheeler 3-3, 
3-1B, 

Team R H
BB&T 12 12
NC Baseball Museum  4 4

LEADING HITTERS — BB&T-Kwa-

maine Battle 2-2, 1-1B, 1-2B, 4-R, 
Lynkin Dew 1-R, Zachary McKenzie 
1-3, 1-1B, Zachary Meeks 1-1, 1-3B, 
1-R, Connor Spruill 2-4, 1-1B, 1-3B, 
Grayden Murray 3-4, 1-1B, 2-HR, 2-R, 
Josef Popowitch 1-3, 1-2B, 2-R, Josh-
ua Battle 2-5, 2-1B, 2-R

LEADING HITTERS — NC Baseball 
Museum-Zachary Taylor 1-3, 1-1B, 
Bryson Sharpe 2-2, 1-1B, 1-3B, 2-R, 
Clark Johnson 1-3, Jacob Lewis 2-R, 

Team R H
EB Sports 0 0
Creech’s Plumbing 10 9

LEADING HITTERS — EB Sports-
LEADING HITTERS — Creech’s 

Plumbing-TJ Coleman 2-3, 2-1B, 2-R, 
RJ Garris 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, Trey Mills 1-3, 

1-2B, 1-R, Trent Jones 1-3, 1-1B,2-R, 
Davis Turner 1-1, 1-2B, 2-R, Grayden 
Foster 1-2, 1-2B, Chase Twiddy 2-3, 
2-1B, 2-R

Team R H
Hwy 55 1 2
Greenlight 17 13

LEADING HITTERS — Hwy-Alexan-
der Shelley 1-2, 1-1B, Batten Joyner 
1-1, 1-1B, 1-R, 

LEADING HITTERS — Greenlight-
Jake Joyner 2-R, Angel Saldana 2-3, 
1-1B, 3-R, Ryan Deans 1-2, 1-1B, 1-R, 
Jacob Pridgen 1-R, Jaxon Bjur 1-R, 
Mack Wiggins 4-4, 2-1B, 2-2B, 3-R, 
Camden Efird 1-3, 1-1B, 1-R, Mattox 
Mckeel 3-3 ,3-1B, 2-R, Charlie Scott 
2-3, 2-1B, 3-R

Cougars ousted by St. Pauls
From staff reports

ST. PAULS — The SouthWest Edge-
combe High varsity football season end-
ed Friday night the way it began — with 
the Cougars getting shut out. 

St. Pauls scored both its touchdowns in 
the second half as the Bulldogs advanced 
to the North Carolina High School Ath-
letic Association 2-AA East Region finals 
with a 14-0 victory.

SouthWest, the 2-A Eastern Plains 

Conference champion, saw its six-
game winning streak come to an end. 
The No. 3-seeded Cougars started the 
season with a pair of shutout losses 
before catching fire when EPC play 
kicked off.

The No. 2 Bulldogs, champions of 
1-A/2-A Three Rivers Conference, will 
face top-seeded Washington (7-1), a 33-
14 victor over No. 4 Croatan on Friday.

No further details were available on 
the game.
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Joy hop or Junebug? Wilson’s ‘American 
Idol’ contestant calls dibs on viral dance 
By Shannon Baker
For the Times

Ashlee Altise received an influx of 
messages from her supporters about the 
Junebug challenge after “Junebug,” a so-
cial media influencer, released the chal-
lenge on TikTok. 

Supporters noted that the Junebug 
dance challenge looked similar to her 
own dance, the joy hop. The dance chal-
lenge gained traction quickly in Decem-
ber, and Altise, a Wilson native and Bed-
dingfield High School graduate, said the 
similarities were unmistakable.  

“I’m talking about identical. The hop, 
the hand motions, everything,” Altise 
said.

Altise shared the joy hop for the first 
time during her “American Idol” audi-
tion in Savannah, Georgia, in 2012. She 
showed off her moves to the celebrity 
judges and told them, “It’s a dance that I 
came up with when you’re happy, over-
whelmed, excited or joyous.”

“I invented the joy hop just from being 

joyous and happy,” Altise told “American 
Idol” producers.

She didn’t intend to make up the dance 
to share on the show but, Altise became 
known as “the joy hop girl.”

“I have just an outgoing, fun personal-
ity. It was … something I was just doing, 
goofing around the house with my mom, 
dancing, and I just kind of created it,” 
Altise said.

The joy hop is a set of movements 
involving small, short hop-steps while 
pumping bent arms in front of the torso 
and quickly pushing the chest forward. 
Videos of Altise demonstrating the dance 
at her “American Idol” audition are avail-
able on her personal YouTube channel. 
“American Idol” fans and many of her 
supporters used the joy hop hashtag on 
Twitter to let her know they were rooting 
for her.

Altise didn’t have a TikTok account 
when she learned the Junebug challenge 
had become popular, so she created one 
and followed the influencer.

“My supporters just were randomly 

sending me these TikTok challenges on 
Facebook,” Altise said. “I’m new to Tik-
Tok … It was cool to see everybody doing 
it. I just want them to call it for what it 
rightfully is. I want people to do the joy 
hop, but I don’t want them to call it the 
Junebug.”

She also followed Junebug on Insta-
gram to keep up with what happens with 
the dance.

Altise said she still wants people to per-
form the dance, but she would like them 
to call it by its true name, and she’s even 
releasing a joy hop song.

“Now I have a joy hop song, a song to 
the dance. I’m planning on releasing that 
and just continue to do the joy hop and 
just try to … remind everybody of what 
its rightfully called,” Altise said.

It’s been nine years since Altise shared 
her dance on “American Idol,” and she 
said that since the Junebug Challenge 
has now been shared so much, it feels 
strange to see others referring to her 
dance incorrectly.

“It’s kind of weird now doing it be-
cause some people know, but the young-
er generation … think it’s the Junebug, 
but it’s the joy hop,” Altise said.

In a Feb. 11 interview with Hip Hop 
Weekly, Junebug told host Krystal Ket-
cham that he came up with the dance 
while in California with a friend.

“I was on TikTok scrolling, and I saw a 
girl dancing to the SpottemGottem song 
(“BeatBox”) ... I didn’t like her dance at 
all. I just put my own little mix on it, and 
that’s all she wrote,” he said.

He also made sure to claim the dance 
after rapper Gilly posted himself doing it 
on social media.

“Everybody was mimicking Gilly, not 
knowing they was mimicking me, so I 
was like … I need to attach my name to 

this because I created something,” he 
said.

He also said his life has changed dras-
tically since the challenge was popular-
ized.

“It’s night and day. I was creating every 
day, and it never amounted to anything, 
but ever since this viral hit … I’m booked 
every day of the month now. I’m travel-
ing from state to state, doing brand deals 
with McDonald’s and Foot Locker,” 
Junebug said. “It’s crazy to say the least.”

Altise said she contacted Junebug’s 
management team and received no re-
sponse, and other attempts to reach the 
performer have been unsuccessful.

“I reached out to them, but I didn’t get 
a response. That was the most I could 
do,” Altise said. 

Ashlee Altise, a Wilson native and former 
“American Idol” contestant, says the 
current Junebug challenge is actually 
promoting her joy hop dance. Contributed 
photo

Butterfield bill would reimburse 
pharmacists for Medicare services 
From staff reports

U.S. Rep. G.K. But-
terfield on Thursday 

introduced 
a bill de-
signed to help 
Medicare 
patients in 
underserved 
communities 
receive care. 

Butterfield, 
D-Wilson, sponsored 
the bipartisan legisla-
tion with Rep. David B. 
McKinley, a West Vir-
ginia Republican. 

Titled the Pharmacy and 
Medically Underserved 
Areas Enhancement 
Act, the bill would allow 
Medicare beneficiaries to 
receive basic care such 
as immunizations, diabe-
tes management, blood 
pressure screenings and 
routine checks from phar-
macists.  

Butterfield’s office 
noted there’s currently 
no avenue for Medicare 
to directly reimburse 
pharmacists for provid-
ing this care.  As a result, 
Medicare patients in 
underserved areas, often 
rural communities, are 
forced to travel to the 

doctor for these basic 
services. Sponsors say 
this creates substantial 
burdens, particularly 
when access to health 
care providers is limited, 
such as during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

“In rural and under-
served areas like those 
that I represent, access 
to a primary care doctor 
can be challenging, and 
pharmacists often step 
in and serve as acces-
sible access points for 
care.” Butterfield said in 
a news release. “Phar-
macists can provide 
wellness testing, help 
manage chronic disease 
and administer immuni-
zations. The COVID-19 
pandemic has highlight-
ed how accessible phar-
macists are and how 
they can be leveraged 
to improve the health of 
communities. 

“Pharmacists in eastern 
North Carolina are help-
ing people to live longer, 
healthier and more fulfill-
ing lives. But providing 
those services doesn’t 
come without a cost.  I 
am proud to join my col-
leagues on this bipartisan 
measure that will ensure 

our pharmacists are ap-
propriately reimbursed 
and can continue to 
provide care to those in 
need.”

As of Sunday, the bill 
hadn’t been assigned a 
number on the Library of 
Congress website where 
introduced legislation is 
catalogued. A bill with 
the same title was intro-
duced in January 2017 
and never received a 
vote. 

The North Carolina As-
sociation of Pharmacists is 
supporting the bill. 

“Pharmacists have an 
enduring history in help-
ing to optimize medica-
tions in the prevention 
and treatment of many 
health conditions,” a 
statement from the asso-
ciation reads. “Pharma-
cists have been instru-
mental in serving many 
of our more vulnerable 
populations, including 
millions of Medicare 
beneficiaries. It gives us 
great pride that an N.C. 
representative has intro-
duced this legislation to 
rightfully acknowledge 
and designate pharma-
cists as health care pro-
viders.”   

Butterfield
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Housekeeper 
celebrates 25 years 
at Spring Arbor 
For the Times 

HHHunt’s Spring Arbor 
Senior Living, provider of 
senior assisted living and 
memory care, celebrated 
team member Maddie 
Scarboro’s 25th anniver-
sary on Thursday. 

A Kenly resident, Scar-
boro has been with Spring 
Arbor Senior Living since 
the community opened 
in 1996 and serves as a 
housekeeper.

“I love the residents,” 
said Scarboro. “It’s all 
about the residents and 
the things we do for them. 
Just seeing the smile 
on their faces every day 
brings me joy.”

Deborah Jones, execu-
tive director of Spring Ar-
bor of Wilson, said Scar-
boro is extremely loyal 
and hardworking.

“She has a very good 
relationship with the resi-
dents and goes above and 
beyond with families,” 
said Jones. “She goes out 
of her way learning about 

each resident’s individual 
preferences. Even the sim-
ple things, like how they 
like to hang their towels. 
Maddie is quick to jump in 
and help with anything in 
the community. She’s all-
around dependable. I can’t 
think of a time she’s called 
out since I’ve been here.”

Scarboro was honored 
during a celebration at 
Spring Arbor of Wilson 
with teammates and re-
gional team members in 
attendance. 

“Twenty-five years of 
service is a direct reflec-
tion of Maddie’s loy-
alty and dedication,” said 
Randy Jackson, regional 
director for Spring Arbor 
Senior Living.  “She loves 
what she does and ex-
udes compassion. We’re 
thrilled to have her as part 
of the Spring Arbor fam-
ily.”

For information about 
assisted living, memory 
care or short-term respite 
stays at Spring Arbor of 
Wilson, call 252-234-2100.   

Spring Arbor of Wilson Executive Director Deborah Jones, 
left, is pictured with housekeeper Maddie Scarboro during 
a celebration of Scarboro’s 25 years of work at the assisted 
living and memory care facility. Contributed photo 

Museum highlights Simpson, whirligigs  
Vollis Simpson 

Whirligig Park visi-
tors have a new op-
tion to get out of the 
elements while learn-
ing more about the 
kinetic sculptures’ 
creator.

“I hope the mu-
seum further tells 
the story of Vollis 
and what he was 
able to do so we can 
continue to make 

people understand how important 
he was,” said Jeff Bell, park and 
museum executive director. “When 
you go somewhere nationally, 
people are very familiar with this 
project and his work, but I think 
sometimes people forget him and 
his reputation. If we can continue 
to honor who he was and what he 
did, I think that is a good thing.”

While the whirligigs spun away, 
crews have spent more than a year 
readying the space within Whirli-
gig Station on the 200 block of 
Goldsboro Street to dig deeper into 
the folk artist and the conservation 
process.  

“Early on, we knew we wanted 
Mule Train in here, so we worked 
with the developers before the 
front glass and the glass in here 
was done,” Bell said of one of 
Simpson’s most popular giant 
whirligigs. “The cart underneath 
is on wheels, so we wheeled it up 
the street from conservation, down 
South Street and built a ramp to get 
it in here.”

Simpson’s original Mule Train 
whirligig was too damaged to go on 
display in the park, but conserva-
tion artists meticulously recreated 
every part of the large creation. 
Some of Simpson’s smaller whirli-
gigs are also on display in the 
windows to show the range of his 
work.

“I think the mural turned out re-
ally well, and this photo of Vollis 
was when he was getting ready to 
leave for Atlanta when he was com-
missioned to do four sculptures for 
the Olympics,” Bell said. “We used 
the rail as a timeline for grants 
we’ve gotten and coverage from 
like the New York Times, Southern 
Living and others. We’re really 
proud of the amount of attention 
we’ve gotten locally, regionally and 
nationally for this project.”

The museum operates from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, giving visitors a chance 
to take home park mementos as 
well as historic downtown Wilson 
merchandise. There’s no cost for 
admission.

“A lot of people may not know 
there is a fabric designed based on 
the whirligigs, and we have a num-
ber of things like totes and such 
made out of that fabric,” Bell said.

The museum has an open area 
where school groups can gather to 
learn more about the science be-
hind the whirligigs before heading 
across the street to the park where 
they can participate in age-appro-
priate educational activities with 
their classmates.

“There are these amazing stories 
of Vollis moving houses and heavy 
equipment that others couldn’t do, 
so he had an amazing understand-
ing of movement and balance that 
later translated to making the 
whirligigs and putting them up by 
himself,” Bell said. “In one of the 
documentaries we have, there is 
a guy who says, ‘If no one could 
move something, you’d call Vollis, 
but if he couldn’t, you’d call God.’”

EXTRA! EXTRA!

Elm City’s newest retail option, 
Dollar General, is open for busi-
ness at 552 S. Parker St.

“Dollar General is committed to 
delivering a pleasant shopping ex-

perience that includes a convenient 
location, a wide assortment of mer-
chandise and great prices on qual-
ity products,” company Senior Vice 
President of Real Estate and Store 
Development Dan Nieser said in a 
press release. “We hope our area 
customers will enjoy shopping at 
Dollar General’s new location.” 

Got an idea for news to include in 
next week’s Main Street Minute? 
Don’t hesitate to reach out to me at 
252-265-7821 or bhandgraaf@wil-
sontimes.com.

EXPANDED 
COVERAGE

Scan this QR code with your 
smartphone or mobile device to 
watch a video posted with this 
story online.

Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park and Museum Executive Director Jeff Bell 
stands near an exhibit in the newly opened museum and shop within Whirligig 
Station. Brie Handgraaf | Times
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Team Cold Case plans Saturday fundraiser
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
team that came together 
last year to help solve ar-
ea cold cases is holding its 
first fundraiser for reward 
money.

The Team Cold Case 
fundraiser is planned 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday at Don Bulluck 
Chevrolet, 1920 N. Wes-
leyan Blvd. 

The event will feature 
music, a bounce house for 
children, hot dogs, raffles 
for Carolina Panthers 
and Carolina Mudcats 
tickets and other prize 
giveaways. Team mascot 

Muddy the Mudcat will be 
on hand throughout the 
afternoon.

The team offers up to 
$15,000 for information 
leading to arrests in un-
solved murders and miss-
ing person cases in Rocky 
Mount, Nash, Edgecombe 
and Wilson counties us-
ing local news outlets and 
social media accounts to 
spotlight the cases and 
the available reward. 

The team includes lo-
cal media personalities, 
lawyers, business owners, 
community leaders and 
officers from the police 
departments in Rocky 
Mount and Wilson and 

deputies from the sher-
iff’s offices in Nash and 
Edgecombe counties.

“This is about the rule 
of law,” said the team’s 
chairman, retired U.S. 
Army Brig. Gen. Arnold 
N. Gordon-Bray. “In most 
crimes, there is someone 
who knows something, 
and they are prevented 
from speaking out be-
cause of fear. We provide 
them the opportunity 
to provide information 
anonymously.” 

So far, the team has 
helped solve one murder 
and provided informa-
tion in an accessory case. 
Gordon-Bray said raising 

money is necessary in 
order to offer continued 
payouts.

Fundraising efforts 
include $20 raffle tickets 
giving people a chance to 
win sets of two Carolina 
Panthers tickets for an up-
coming Panthers football 
game against the 2020 
Super Bowl champion 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

A $5 raffle ticket will 
give participants a chance 
at winning other prizes, 
including concealed 
carry permit classes from 
Barnes Consulting, yard 
work equipment and 
discounts at a local pawn 
shop, among other items.

Participants don’t need 
to be present to win the 
raffle prizes. Other free 
prizes will be handed out 
to folks present at the 
event.

“I am issuing a $100 
challenge to my brothers 
in Alpha Phi Alpha, the 
Kiwanis and other mem-
bers of the Divine 9,” 
Gordon-Bray said.

Anyone interested in 
donating to the cause 
who can’t attend the 
fundraiser can call 252-
407-1111 for more infor-
mation.

Team Cold Case is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, meaning 
all donations are tax-
deductible.  

Celebrate National 
Poetry Month with 
Wendell Berry’s works

April is 
National 
Poetry 
Month, 
a great 
time to 
celebrate 
the power 
of po-
etry once 
again.

This year, why not enjoy 
the works of Wendell Berry, 
the Kentucky-born farmer, 
novelist, poet, essayist and 
environmental activist?

Berry writes mostly free 
verse about rural topics 
that set a calming, pensive 
mood, just what the doctor 
ordered during these tur-
bulent times.

Enjoy this excerpt 
from “The Peace of Wild 
Things.”

“I go and lie down where 
the wood drake rests in his 
beauty on the water, and 
the great heron feeds. I 
come into the peace of wild 
things who do not tax their 
lives with forethought of 
grief...I rest in the grace of 
the world, and am free.”

Think about this short 
poem, “Prayer After Eat-
ing.”

“I have taken in the light 

that quickened eye and leaf. 
May my brain be bright 
with praise of what I eat, 
in the brief blaze of motion 
and of thought. May I be 
worthy of my meat.”

Finally, consider this 
thought from “Manifesto: 
The Mad Farmer’s Libera-
tion Front.”

“So, friends, every day 
do something that won’t 
compute. Love the Lord. 
Love the world. Work for 
nothing. Take all that you 
have and be poor. Love 
someone who does not 
deserve it.”

Whatever we do, let us 
celebrate the power of 
poetry in April and all year 
long.

Wendell Berry will help 
us if we let him.

Sanda Baucom Hight is re-
tired from Wilson County 
Schools after serving as an 
English teacher.       

SANDA 
BAUCOM 
HIGHT

These controversial subjects may generate feedback 
A few years ago, I wrote 

a satirical column about 
how today’s young men 
were a bit soft and lacked 
some basic skills that men 

of previ-
ous gen-
erations 
possessed. 

If any 
of you 
remem-
ber, the 
column’s 
satirical 

tone was lost on a lot of folks 
and the column resulted in a 
whirlwind of Facebook com-
ments that were quite per-
sonal and derogatory, a little 
bit of hate mail and a long 
weekend of fielding insults 
toward myself and my wife. 

Since then, I have writ-
ten more than one column 
that’s come across to some 
people as prickly, and the 
hate mail and snarky com-
ments have been more 
amusing than insulting. 
Since then, I have not been 
able to repeat the infamy 
of that column no matter 
how hard I try. 

I’ve broached various 
subjects with nary a mur-
mur from the general pub-
lic. I would like to throw 
some ideas at each and 
every one of you and see 
which would irk you the 
most. I don’t guarantee 
I will write about any of 
these, but you never know. 
A lot of the mainstream 
media is southbound 
bovine refuse anyway, so 
take it for what you will. 

Women’s rights, 
and why can’t 
I get a decent 
sandwich at home? 

My wife is a wonder-
ful cook and can create 
masterpieces out of pretty 
much anything, so why 
can’t she make a decent 
sandwich? 

I mean, I’m not asking 
for a Monte Cristo or a 
turkey club, just some 
ham and Swiss and some 
rye with a little bit of hon-
ey mustard and lettuce. I 
told her it was not that dif-
ficult and she didn’t even 
have to use that Crock Pot 
of hers that she likes so 
much. 

I think she likes it because 
she can put stuff in it and 
let it cook by itself and she 
can do things like whatever 
she does when I am not 
home. When I suggested 
she watch some YouTube 
videos on sandwich mak-
ing, she walked away and 
has not spoken to me. 

It’s been a couple of 
weeks and still no sand-
wiches. I’ve been sleeping 
on the sofa and the sofa is 
not far from the kitchen, 
so I don’t see what the big 

issue is. 

Am I the only one 
who misses a good, 
old-fashioned wet 
T-shirt contest? 

They used to be every-
where and now you can’t 
find one at all. Those and 
mud wrestling. 

Mud wrestling should be 
in the Olympics by now. 
Don’t say anything about 
the bikinis, either, because 
I know you have seen 
what the beach volleyball 
players wear, and that’s in 
the Olympics. 

I wonder what a gold 
medalist in mud wrestling 
would look like. Probably 
pretty scary and mean and 
wouldn’t look all that great 
in a bikini. Of course, the 
bikinis usually come off in 
mud wrestling, so I don’t 
know if that would be a 
bonus or a punishment. 

Police officers 
and race

Some needs to do an 
exposé on this. We don’t 
hear enough about this in 
the media. 

I’m sure the fine offi-
cers of the Indiana State 
Police have a dickens of a 
time directing traffic this 
time of year with the In-
dianapolis 500. Race day 
must be especially taxing 
and stressful. We as re-
sponsible journalists have 
a responsibility to bring 
these issue to light. 

Gun control

It’s actually quite simple. 
It’s a balance between 
weight and caliber. Make 
sure your feet are apart, 
shoulder-wide, extend 
your arms out all the way, 
holding the gun in your 
strong hand and support-
ing with the other. Don’t 
jerk the trigger, don’t look 
away from the sights, and 
your shots are guaranteed 
to hit the 10 ring. 

When using a shotgun, 
lead the clay, getting 
slightly ahead of it, so 
when you take your shot, 
the pellets and the clay 
pigeon meet at the same 
spot. You’ll be scoring 
high in no time. 

Be sure to reach out if 
you have any other ideas. 
I am certainly open to sug-
gestions. I respond fairly 
quickly, as well. 

The sofa isn’t that great 
and my e-mail notifica-
tions wake me up anyway. 
If I get up, I might as well 
make a sandwich.

JOE 
WEAVER

Whatever we do, 
let us celebrate 
the power of 
poetry in April and 
all year long.
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Jim Howard leaned over 
Tanishia Lucas’ new gar-
den box and spread out 
the dirt.

Lucas is one of 10 resi-
dents to participate in the 
Seeds of Hope Wilson 
Backyard Garden Project. 

Howard, Seeds of 
Hope’s executive direc-
tor, thought the project 
would be a good oppor-
tunity for community 
outreach. 

Participants receive a 
3-foot square box, soil to 
fill it and an assortment 
of tomatoes, peppers, 
basil and other herbs and 
flowers to begin their 
gardens.

Volunteers from Win-
stead United Methodist 
Church constructed the 
boxes from salt-treated 
lumber. Garden coordina-
tor Julia Newton raised 
the plants from seeds at 
the Seeds of Hope House 
on Viola Street. 

Howard said the idea 
is to encourage house-
holds in the east Wilson 
neighborhood near Vick 
Elementary School to 
raise their own pro-
duce.

The group has “Back-
yard Buddies” to assist 
each family with advice 
and answer questions. 
Each buddy will assist 
three families.

“We have got people 
who will be going by each 
month,” Howard said. 

Each box will hold about 
5 cubic feet of material.

Triangle Chemical Co. 
helped Seeds of Hope with 
the cost of the growing 
material.

“This is a pretty good 
deal. Whatever they pro-
duce is theirs,” Howard 
said. “We are not even 
keeping a record of what 

they produce. We just 
hope that they are suc-
cessful and that they 
want to use it again next 
year.”

Howard, Priscilla Morel-
lo, Fred Hight and Linda 
Lane made the deliveries 
Thursday.

Lucas, a Washington 
Street resident, was ready 
to receive her box. She 
has never tried gardening 
before.

“I’m going to let the food 
grow so we can try to get 
us some more food to eat,” 
Lucas said. “I went for it 
because I thought it was 
a good idea. I would like 
to look out here and see 
something grow besides 
grass.”

“We’ve got something 
to keep us entertained. I 
love tomatoes with some 
cucumbers,” Lucas said. 
“It’s a miracle. I love it. My 
daughter is interested in 
stuff like this. I am too. I 
just never had the time to 
do it.”

“I think it’s good too,” 
said Lucas’ sister Sadie 
Mobley. “At least it’s a 
start. Maybe I can learn 
how to do it, and I can do 
my own garden.”

Genny Howard, an-
other Washington Street 
resident, said she was 
happy to recieve the gar-
den box.

“Foot costs are high. 
People don’t have the 
money to go get it like 
they want it. They keep 
going up,” she said. “We 
decided to get our own 
crops started. I love to 
garden and stuff. I’m 
used to that. I used to 

have a garden a long time 
ago.”

Seeds of Hope Wil-
son was incorporated 
in 2014 as a nonprofit 
in the Vick Elementary 
School neighborhood. 
The organization has 
a teaching garden for 

educational purposes 
that Vick students use. 
The group’s mission 
is to promote student 
achievement and make 
a positive impact on the 
community. 
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Seeds of Hope launches garden project

Jim Howard, Seeds of Hope Wilson’s executive director, 
spreads soil in Tanishia Lucas’ new backyard garden box 
Thursday. Drew C. Wilson | Times

EXPANDED 
COVERAGE

Scan this QR code with 
your smartphone or 
mobile device to watch 
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story online. 

Seeds of Hope Executive Director Jim Howard prepares a 
garden box for delivery to a Wilson resident on Thursday. 
Drew C. Wilson | Times

Ten Wilson families received garden boxes from Seeds of 
Hope members Priscilla Morello, Jim Howard and Linda 
Lane as part of the nonprofit’s Backyard Garden Project. 
Drew C. Wilson | Times



Connecting with teens will affect new relationship
DEAR 
ABBY: Af-
ter I ended 
a 20-year 
marriage, 
I took 
some time 
off from 
relation-
ships and 

am now back in the dating 
world. My ex-husband 
and I never had children. 

I recently met a man 
with two teenagers. He 
says I am “detached” 
from children. I am not 
detached! I just never had 
experience with them. 
How do I proceed with 
this relationship since his 
kids are very dear to him? 
— Not Detached

Dear Not Detached: This 
man’s offspring are no 
longer “children.” They 
are teenagers, and teens 
can be complicated. 
Reach out to them the 
way you would anyone 
of any age. Be friendly 
and show them you are 
interested in them. If 
they have a mother in 
the picture, do not try to 
“mother” them. See if 
you share any common 
interests (sports, music, 
fashion, etc.), resist the 
urge to lecture them, and 
be a good listener.

DEAR ABBY: Back around 
1987, a girl asked me to 
take her to her high school 
prom. I was several years 

older, didn’t know her 
well and wanted to say no 
but couldn’t. In the end I 
stood her up. I don’t even 
remember her name. She 
worked at a grocery store 
with my brother.

That was more than 30 
years ago. I am married 
now and have two fine 
children. I was recently 
asked what my biggest 
regret is, and I said stand-
ing her up. Not one week 
has gone by in the last 
30 years that I haven’t 
thought about her and 
wished I could find her 
and tell her how truly 
sorry I am. 

It’s funny. Although I 
can’t remember her name, 
there’s no one from my 

past that I have thought 
about more than her. I 
would give anything to 
find her and apologize. It 
haunts me. Any sugges-
tions? — Biggest Regret In 
The South
Dear Biggest Regret: What 
you did to that girl was 
brutal. Because it’s not 
possible for you to di-
rectly offer the apology 
she deserves, concentrate 
harder on the present and 
always try to treat every-
one with kindness and 
sensitivity.

DEAR ABBY: I’d like advice 
on how to handle a prob-
lem that crops up every 
time family members 
invite me out to a dinner 

they are paying for. 
I know the rule of eti-

quette is to order an item 
that’s the same or less 
than what the host is 
ordering, but I am often 
asked to order first. This 
means I have no idea 
what the payer’s meal 
will cost. If it means or-
dering something on the 
menu other than what I’d 
rather have — a burger 
instead of a steak — in 
that case, should I offer 
to pay for my own meal? 
What if they won’t hear 
of taking any money 
from me? Can I still or-
der the steak since my 
offer to pay was refused? 
— Likes To Follow The 
Rules

Dear Likes: A way to get 
around ordering first 
might be to say, “I haven’t 
decided yet. I’d like to 
hear what the others are 
ordering.” However, if you 
would be uncomfortable 
doing that, and your hosts 
won’t let you have a sepa-
rate check, be a gracious 
guest and enjoy every bite 
of your steak dinner.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.
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Bladder issues not limited to women
DEAR DOCTOR: I’m 
a 52-year-old man, 
and I find that lately 
I have to urinate 
more often. My 
doctor says that it’s 
overactive bladder. I 
thought that’s some-
thing that happens 
to women. Why am 

I getting it? My doctor says it’s not 
because of my prostate.
Dear Reader: It’s true that many 
types of bladder issues, including 
overactive bladder, tend to be more 
common in women than in men. 
This is attributed to life events that 
are unique to women, including 
pregnancy and childbirth, and the 
hormonal changes that accompany 
menopause. 

But, as you have now experi-
enced, bladder problems occur 
in men as well. A gender-specific 
cause of overactive bladder in men 
does include an enlarged prostate. 
This can occur because the pros-
tate sits just below the connec-
tion point of the bladder and the 
urethra, which is the tube through 
which urine exits the body. If the 
prostate presses against the ure-
thra and impedes the flow of urine, 
it can lead to irritation that causes 
the bladder to contract. This can 
create the need to go, even when 

only small amounts of urine are 
present. 

Overactive bladder, also referred 
to as OAB, isn’t a disease in and 
of itself. Rather, it’s a collection 
of symptoms related to urinary 
control. One of the more common 
signs of overactive bladder is the 
increased frequency that you have 
developed. Most people empty 
their bladders somewhere in the 
neighborhood of eight times every 
24 hours. Another in the group of 
symptoms is something known 
as urinary urgency. That’s when, 
once your body signals the need 
to urinate, you pretty much have 
to go right away. When the signal 
to urinate is accompanied by leak-
age, that’s known as urge inconti-
nence. And if you’re heading to the 
bathroom multiple times a night, 
it’s called nocturia. Someone with 
one or more of these symptoms is 
considered to have an overactive 
bladder.

In both women and men, being 
overweight, which increases ab-
dominal pressure, can play a role in 
developing an overactive bladder. 
So can weak pelvic muscles, which 
can be caused by pregnancy and 
childbirth, as well as chronic consti-
pation, coughing, prolonged sitting 
and aging. Certain medications can 
contribute to the condition, as can 

caffeine and alcohol. In some cases, 
an overactive bladder can be an in-
dication of an underlying problem, 
such as a urinary tract infection. 
Neuromuscular diseases, such as 
multiple sclerosis or Parkinson’s 
disease, often have an effect on 
bladder control. Due to nerve place-
ment, a herniated disc or the effects 
of pelvic of back surgery can also 
contribute to OAB. 

Treatment usually begins with 
lifestyle changes. This includes 
reaching and maintaining a 
healthy weight and doing regular 
exercises to strengthen the pelvic 
floor. Your doctor may also discuss 
bladder training, which is a series 
of techniques designed to help you 
learn to delay urination. In more 
severe cases, nerve stimulation, a 
range of medications and surgery 
may be an option. Because the 
condition can be a sign of bladder 
stones, nerve damage and even 
bladder cancer, it’s wise to check 
with a health care professional if 
symptoms develop.

Eve Glazier, M.D., MBA, is an in-
ternist and associate professor of 
medicine at UCLA Health. Elizabeth 
Ko, M.D., is an internist and assis-
tant professor of medicine at UCLA 
Health.

© 2021 UCLA HEALTH

Classmates’ presumptuous gift 
embarrasses recipient

DEAR MISS MAN-
NERS: I am a 
22-year-old college 
student. To avoid 
having student 
loans, I work hard 
and don’t have a 
lot of funds left 
over after paying 
for tuition. Thus, 
my wardrobe is not 

exactly high-end. My clothes are al-
ways clean and neat, but admittedly 
my winter coat is showing a lot of 
wear and tear. 

At the beginning of a recent 
class, my professor told the class 
(of 12 students) that before we 
began, someone had a special 
announcement. Another student 
pulled out a gift bag, and pre-
sented me with a new coat that the 
entire class had pitched in to buy 
for me. 

She gave a little speech about how 
some are less fortunate than others, 
and those who are in a better posi-
tion want to be a blessing. Several 
students and my professor were 
videoing the whole thing on their 
phones.

After turning crimson from em-
barrassment, I said “thank you,” 
then welled up with tears. I think 
they thought I was crying because 

I was so touched, but actually I 
was humiliated. I had never felt so 
ashamed in my whole life. 

They were all so happy and 
cheering. I just wanted to run out 
of the classroom, but I stayed until 
the end of the session, then made 
a quick exit. I heard that several 
classmates posted the video on so-
cial media.

How should I respond to this? 
How do I thank them when I am not 
at all thankful for their embarrass-
ing me? And do I have to wear this 
coat to class now? They, of course, 
will notice if I don’t. It is a nice coat, 
but I’m embarrassed.
Gentle Reader: We have to suppose 
that they meant well, but this is 
what Miss Manners would call self-
ish charity. 

The coarsening of society, where 
solvent people are shameless about 
asking for money — as presents or 
outright funding — has made them 
insensitive to feelings of self-respect 
and pride. They cannot imagine that 
anyone wouldn’t be thrilled to get 
something for free.

So you must explain. This is, in 
fact, a class, so teaching a lesson is 
warranted.

They will be expecting a torrent of 
gratitude, so you must begin by ac-
knowledging their good intentions. 

Then ask them to please take down 
the video, because it embarrasses 
you.

Then you must counter assump-
tions that you are being modest, and 
explain how you really feel. Miss 
Manners suggests something like 
this:

“I believe in charity, and I recog-
nize your charitable motive. Thank 
you for worrying about me, but I am 
not a charity case. I am not as well-
off or as well-dressed as the rest of 
you, but I have my pride. I hope you 
will understand why I cannot accept 
this.”

Then you could add, “I will be do-
nating this coat to a homeless shel-
ter, and I will do so anonymously, 
so as not to embarrass anyone.” Or, 
if you want to keep the coat: “I will 
be putting aside money until I am 
able to pay your kindness forward 
by donating the amount to the truly 
needy.”

Please send your questions to Miss 
Manners at her website, www.
missmanners.com; to her email, 
dearmissmanners@gmail.com; or 
through postal mail to Miss Man-
ners, Andrews McMeel Syndication, 
1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO 
64106.

© 2020 Judith Martin

DEAR 
ABBY

ASK THE 
DOCTORS

MISS 
MANNERS
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Special Notices

Apartments

Apartments

Accounting/ Tax Services

BRADLEY’S
TAX & FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

General Services

Miscellaneous Services

Roofing/Gutter Service

Roofing/Gutter Service

AC/Heating

Appliance Service

Floor Refinishing

General Services

General Services

Home Repairs

Lawn Care

Miscellaneous 
Services

Roofing/Gutter 
Service

NOTICES

Adult Care
Need 2 - 3 Semi Volunteer

Christian caregivers for wonderful
90 year old Father in East Raleigh.
Needs 24/7 care, stipend $80 for 24

hour. Dad Covid
vaccinated and care giver must be
also. My main caregiver out for 2

months soon. 24/72 hr shifts straight
through. Really need help if able.

Please leave clear voicemail.
773-251-5957. Thank you much!

Cemetery Lots For 
Sale

CEMETERY PROPERTY: I have
some roadside spaces at Evergreen
that I will sell at a deep discount.
Also have vaults and bronze me-
morials that I will sell at half price.
Call 828-406-2200.

2 plots for sale at
Evergreen Memorial Park, asking
$2500.00 each. Contact Annette

Herring at 252-230-8053

JOBS

Drivers Needed
CDL DRIVER NEEDED

Class A or B CDL driver needed im-
mediately. Hazmat endorsement

preferred. Monday – Friday. Some
half day Saturdays. Please call 252-

243-2107 for applications

General Laborer
Various Task

Full Time, Entry Level
Call (252)371-3144

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

Woodworkers
3C Store Fixtures

has immediate openings for
experienced woodworkers

with a demonstrated work history
in finish carpentry

cabinet building or equivalent.
Permanent, full time, day shift posi-
tions with competitive wages plus a

full benefits package including
health insurance.

Please reply by email to
jobs@3C-inc.net

Part-Time 
Employment

Energetic, Dependable
Covid Vaccinated College Student.

Seeking a summer
babysitting/Nanny position.

Available to Start May 20, 2021.
References Available.

Call 252-281-1515

Restaurant 
Employment

RENTALS

Apartments

I am seeking a 2 bedroom rental
apartment in Wilson,

call 252-291-4531.

REAL 
ESTATE

Lots/Land
FOR SALE:

1 Acre City Lot in Wilson.
512 Briggs Street
(Five Points Area)

Call (803)707-0087

PETS

Dogs
Corkie & Dachshund

Puppies for Sale
Call Brenda at:
(919)965-4779

STUFF

Quick Sellers

Hosta (variegated) 5 full 1/2 gal.
pots for $10. Call 252-237-2418.
Leave message (speak clearly).

John Deere Riding Lawn Mower
$450

Call 252-292-4079
or (252)243-5827

For Sale brown high post queen
bed w/box springs and mattress,
chester drawer and dresser (mat-

tress is in a cover) asking $250.00.
Dark brown dinette set table with

high chairs asking $250.00. Brown
king high head board with bed, box
spring and mattress in cover, large

dresser with mirror (like new) asking
$400.00. Black day bed asking

$100.00. End tables with small bar
asking $115.00 and different color
recliner, asking $50.00. Call 252-

291-3060

Garage/Yard Sale
COMMUNITY YARD SALE

4/30 & 5/1, 7am-1pm(both days)
Newton Park(behind SECU on 58)

Lots of Everything!!!

Gigantic Yard/Estate Sale
6769 Allen Gay Road, Farmville

Sat, May 1st, 8am-2pm.
Antiques, furniture,

kitchen, household, crafts, jewelry,
men/women clothes, fishing rods,

tents, quality items,
rain or shine!

Multi-Family Yard Sale
Saturday May 1st, 7am till 1pm
4882 Strickland Road, Bailey
Some furniture, Small kitchen
appliances, household items,

Christmas decorations, clothes,
misc items odd & ends

WILSON
Village Subdivision on

Country Club West.
COMMUNITY YARD SALE

Sat, May 1, 2021
7am - 12pm

No Early Birds

Merchandise For 
Sale

For Sale
Remington MOD 1100 Magnum 20
guage full choke. Perfect for tuekey
season. Call 252-235-6224 and
leave message.

RECREATIONAL
Vehicle, Boat & RV
Storage available.

Contact 252-289-6304
for details and rates.

Cars
For Sale 2008 Acura TL white,
161k, good condition firm $4,995.
Call or text 252-296-6373.

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use the newspaper as a tablecloth 
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Wilson County Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Council

The Wilson County Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Council announces the 
availability of $25,000 for programs 
serving delinquent and at-risk youth 
for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.  Use 
of the funds requires a 10% local 
match.  The JCPC will consider 
proposals for:  Mentoring Services, 
Parent Skill Building, Interpersonal 
Skill Building, Vocational Skills, 
Tutoring, Restitution/Community 
Service, Teen Court/Diversion Pro-
gram, Substance Abuse Treatment, 
Mediation, Sex Offender Treatment 
and Juvenile Structured Day.   

Any local public agency or private 
501 (c) 3 non-profit organizations 
interested in applying for these 
funds must complete and submit an 
application online by visiting https://
www.ncdps.go v/juvenile-justice/
community-programs/juvenile-
crime-prevention-councils/program-
agreement-information?a=000003%
2C002476%2C002483%2C002482
%2C002514.  

For full RFP and additional informa-
tion call Sonya Pope,  administra-
tion assistant to JCPC  at 252-243-
2298.  Program applications are 
due May 17, 2021. Email program 
applications to: sonya.pope@ncdps.
gov

The Wilson Times
April 27, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.20E803

Having qualified as the EXECUTOR 
of the Estate of ALICE HEWITT 
SANDERS ELLIS of Wilson County, 

North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 11 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
DAVID RALPH ELLIS
1501 NASH ST NW
WILSON, NC 27893
The Wilson Times
April 6, 13, 20, 27, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COM-

MISSIONERS
OF THE TOWN OF SIMS

NOTICE is hereby given that the 
Board of Commissioners of the 
Town of Sims will hold a public hear-
ing at the regular Board meeting of 
the Town of Sims on May 10, 2021, 
at 6:00 PM at the Sims Community 
Center (old Town Hall) located at 
6402 US Hwy 264 Alt Sims, North 
Carolina, on the proposed annexa-
tion of the following property: being 
that property comprised of approxi-
mately 19.79 acres located on Flat 
Rock Road (2773-60-8908.000).

All interested citizens are invited to 
appear and be heard.

Miranda Boykin
Mayor
The Wilson Times
April 27, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
21 E 272

Having qualified as Executrix of the 
Estate of Huitt E. Mattox Jr. of Wil-
son, NC, this is to notify all persons 

having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before July 6, 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted to 
said Estate please make immediate 
payment.

Marianne M. Davis, Executrix
Janice A. Walston, Attorney
PO Box 279
Wilson, NC  27894-0279
The Wilson Times
April 6, 13, 20, 27, 2021

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

WILSON COUNTY
20SP88

IN THE MATTER OF THE FORE-
CLOSURE OF A DEED OF TRUST 
EXECUTED BY
JEFFREY J. SMITH AND
KARLETTA FARMER SMITH 
DATED SEPTEMBER 8, 2005 
AND RECORDED IN BOOK 2129 
AT PAGE 945 IN THE WILSON 
COUNTY PUBLIC REGISTRY, 
NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE
Under and by virtue of the power 
and authority contained in the 
above-referenced deed of trust and 
because of default in the payment 
of the secured indebtedness and 
failure to perform the stipulation 
and agreements therein contained 
and, pursuant to demand of the 
owner and holder of the secured 
debt, the undersigned substitute 
trustee will expose for sale at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash at the usual place of sale 
at the county courthouse of said 
county at 10:00AM on May 11, 2021 
the following described real estate 
and any other improvements which 
may be situated thereon, in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, and being 
more particularly described in that 
certain Deed of Trust executed 
Jeffrey J. Smith and Karletta Farmer 
Smith, dated September 8, 2005 to 
secure the original principal amount 
of $78,500.00, and recorded in 
Book 2129 at Page 945 of the 
Wilson County Public Registry. The 
terms of the said Deed of Trust may 
be modified by other instruments 
appearing in the public record. Addi-
tional identifying information regard-
ing the collateral property is below 
and is believed to be accurate, but 
no representation or warranty is 
intended.
Address of property:
1213 Elizabeth Rd W, Wilson, NC 
27893
Tax Parcel ID:
3712612990.000
Present Record Owners:
Jeffrey J. Smith

And Being more commonly 
known as: 1213 Elizabeth Rd W, 
Wilson, NC 27893

The record owner(s) of the property, 
as reflected on the records of the 
Register of Deeds, is/are Jeffrey 
J. Smith.

The property to be offered pursuant 
to this notice of sale is being offered 
for sale, transfer and conveyance 

"AS IS, WHERE IS." Neither the 
Trustee nor the holder of the note 
secured by the deed of trust, being 
foreclosed, nor the officers, direc-
tors, attorneys, employees, agents 
or authorized representative of 
either Trustee or the holder of the 
note make any representation or 
warranty relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, health or 
safety conditions existing in, on, at 
or relating to the property being 
offered for sale. Any and all respon-
sibilities or liabilities arising out of 
or in any way relating to any such 
condition expressly are disclaimed. 
This sale is made subject to all prior 
liens and encumbrances, and un-
paid taxes and assessments includ-
ing but not limited to any transfer 
tax associated with the foreclosure. 
A deposit of five percent (5%) of the 
amount of the bid or seven hundred 
fifty dollars ($750.00), whichever 
is greater, is required and must be 
tendered in the form of certified 
funds at the time of the sale. This 
sale will be held open ten days for 
upset bids as required by law. Fol-
lowing the expiration of the statutory 
upset period, all remaining amounts 
are IMMEDIATELY DUE AND 
OWING. Failure to remit funds in a 
timely manner will result in a Decla-
ration of Default and any deposit will 
be frozen pending the outcome of 
any re-sale. If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to a return 
of the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee, the Substitute Trustee or the 
attorney of any of the foregoing.

SPECIAL NOTICE FOR LEASE-
HOLD TENANTS: If you are a ten-
ant residing in the property, be ad-
vised that an Order for Possession 
of the property may be issued in 
favor of the purchaser. Also, if your 
lease began or was renewed on or 
after October 1, 2007, be advised 
that you may terminate the rental 
agreement upon written notice to 
the landlord, to be effective on a 
date stated in the notice that is at 
least 10 days, but no more than 90 
days, after the sale date contained 
in the notice of sale, provided that 
the mortgagor has not cured the 
default at the time notice of termina-
tion is provided. You may be liable 
for rent due under the agreement 
prorated to the effective date of the 
termination.
The date of this Notice is April 9, 
2021

LLG TRUSTEE LLC Substitute 
Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway,
Suite 400 Charlotte,
NC 28216
(704) 333-8107
20-110161
The Wilson Times
April 27, May 4, 2021

NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
WILSON COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
20-E-788

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF DOROTHY JANE BOSTICK

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

TO:      Elizabeth Bostick

Take notice that on March 24, 2021, 
Michelle Moore filed a Caveat to 
Will in the above-entitled action. 
The nature of the relief being sought 
is as follows:

Action on probate of Last Will and 
Testament of Dorothy Jane Bostick 
and other relief as set out in the 
Caveat to Will and related plead-
ings now on file in the office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Wilson 
County, with an Alignment Hearing 
scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Monday, 
May 3, 2021, in the Superior Court 
courtroom, Wilson County Court-
house, Wilson, NC.

You may appear at such session of 
the Superior Court, and make your-
self a proper party to the proceeding 
if you choose, and upon your failure 
to do so, you may be dismissed 
from this action but bound by the 
proceeding pursuant to N.C. Gen. 
Stat. 31-33(b).

This the  26th  day of March, 2021.

POYNER SPRUILL LLP

By: s/Timothy W. Wilson
Timothy W. Wilson
N.C. State Bar No. 22389
twilson@poynerspruill.com
Post Office Box 353
Rocky Mount, NC 27802-0353
Tel: 252.446.2341
Attorney for Caveator

The Wilson Times
March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21-E-142

Having qualified as the Administra-
tor of the Estate of William Eugene 
Watson of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Aug 02 2021, or this 

notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.

Jeannette H. Overton, Adminis-
trator
Jason R. Page, Attorney for 
Administrator
P.O. Box 1724
Wilson, NC 27894
The Wilson Times
April 27, May 4, 11, 18, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E 289

Having qualified as the Administra-
tor of the Estate of Cathryn White 
Singletary of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 18 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.

Kristopher Skinner
4478 Edgewater Road
Elm City, NC 27822
The Wilson Times
April 13, 20, 27, May 4, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21 E 316

Having qualified as the Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of Betty Jean 
Barnes of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 25 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.

Donna Corbett and Tommy 
Barnes
William MJ Farris, Attorney - Far-
ris & Thomas Law, P.A.
PO Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894
The Wilson Times
April 20, 27, May 4, 11, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21 E 307

Having qualified as the Administra-
trix of the Estate of Veronica Felice 
Barnes of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 25 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.

Carolyn Y. Barnes, Administratrix
Robert A. Farris, Jr., Attorney, 
Farris & Thomas Law, P.A.
PO Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894-2848
The Wilson Times
April 20, 27, May 4, 11, 2021

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public Notices

CLASSIFIEDS

DEED TRANSFERS

The following deed transfers for the week of April 12-16 have been recorded in the Wilson County Register of Deeds Office: 

From Eastern Carolina Propane Gas of 
Wilson Inc. to DCC Real Estate Holdings 
LLC, 1500 Cargill Ave., $217,500;

From John M. Kelly and Gail Rosemary 
Kelly to 7619 Brame Property Trust, 7619 
Brame Road, Unit A, $20,000;

From Justin H. Bottoms, Amy Bottoms 
and Jeffrey L. Bottoms to Julie B. Davis, 
two rural homesites on Farmer Court, no 
stamp; 

From Joseph A. Hartsfield, trustee, and 
Amy R. Hartsfield, trustee, Hartsfield Revo-
cable Living Trust dated May 22, 2018, to 
Joseph A. Hartsfield and Amy R. Hartsfield, 
2904 Woodstream Drive N., no stamp; 

From Samuel Wilson Jr., Tony Hinnant 
and Janice Faye Smith to Tony Hinnant and 
Janice Faye Smith, 9568 New Sandy Hill 
Church Road, $20,000;

From Joseph A. Hartsfield and Amy R. 
Hartsfield to Joseph A. Hartsfield, trustee, 
and Amy R. Hartsfield, trustee, Hartsfield 
Revocable Living Trust dated May 22, 2018, 
2904 Woodstream Drive N., no stamp;

From Jean S. Griffin to Vicky Griffin 
Harper and Jean S. Griffin, 3603 Fulton 
Place NW, $2,000;

From Jean S. Griffin to Vicky Griffin 
Harper and Jean S. Griffin, 3603 Fulton 
Place NW, $2,000;

From Jean S. Griffin, Vicky Griffin Harper, 
Billie Jo Griffin, William Carey Griffin Jr., 
Gregory S. Griffin and Robin Griffin Lomax 
to Vickie Griffin Harper, Robin Griffin Lo-
max, Billie Jo Griffin and Gregory S. Griffin, 
3603 Fulton Place NW, $2,000;

From Jeffrey G. Collier, administrator, 
Doris B. Collier Estate, Jeffrey G. Collier and 
Crystal B. Collier to Marcia A. Boswell, Su-
san B. Brown, Donna B. Pittman, Steven A. 
Boswell and Harold W. Boswell, Black Creek 
Township Lot 3, Tract 1, $85,000;

From Larry Webb, trustee, Bill Ellis Com-
mercial Properties LLC, Ellis 2003 Trust 
U/A/O Dec. 31, 2003, to EH Lifestyle Holding 
LLC, 2800 Downing St. SW and 2803 For-
est Hills Road SW, $379,000;

From Tracey Bunting Ellis to EH Lifestyle 
Holding LLC, 2803, 2809, 2815 and 2827 
Downing St. SW and single-family residen-
tial property on Downing Street, $172,000;

From George T. Measley and Kay R. Mea-
sley to Donnie R. Morris, 3405 Millbrook 
Drive SW, $170,000;

From Isaac Ja-Varas Everette and Kathy 
Diane Everette to Isaac Ja-Varas Everete, 
quitclaim deed for 417 Woodcrest St., Lu-
cama, no stamp; 

From YES Real Estate Construction Group 
to CA Ventires NC LLC, 109 and 111 Gold St. 
E., no stamp; 

From Bill Ellis Convention Center Inc. 
to Brenton Corp., 2811 Chicken Drive SW, 
$455,000;

From Janie Vick Powell to Janie Vick 
Powell and Debora Carol Powell, 111 Raleigh 
Road Parkway W., 6411 Boykin Road and 
1005 Academy St. E., $3,000;

From Thomas Scott Barnes, Michael 
Keith Barnes and Jean S. Barnes to Robert’s 
Engines Inc., rural homesite on Upper Black 
Creek Church Road, $170,000;

From David Ricky Godwin, trustee, David 
Ricky Godwin Revocable Trust dated June 
26, 2013, as amended, to Jason Scott Sul-
livan and Katelyn Savannah Earle-Sullivan, 
8161 Wiggins Mill Road, $800,000;

From Mark Leslie Ellis to Joe Steven 
Calhoun and Jacquelyn C. Calhoun, rural 
homesite on Tory Place, $25,000;

From Wilson County to Shelly Deans, 659 
Hines St. S., no stamp; 

From Glandon Forest Equity to Kenneth 
D. Kennedy III, 600 S. Elm City Road, 
$1,490,500;

From Ida Rose C. Harrells, Betty H. Woo-
ten, attorney in fact, and Mary H. McGee, 
attorney in fact, to John Bangley and 
Kathleen Bangley, Saratoga Township Lot 
3, $175,000;

From Hilton W. Hall Jr. and Karen J. Bit-
terman-Hall to Sleepy Hollow Development 
Co., quitclaim deed for 5322 Little Farm 
Road, no stamp; 

From Sleepy Hollow Development Co. to 
Hilton W. Hall and Karen J. Bitterman-Hall, 
correction deed for Pleasant Hope Acres 
Lot 50, Section 2, no stamp; 

From Vicus Development LLC to Town 
& Country Homes Downeast Inc., 3200 
Marble Court SW, $31,000;

From Builtwell Construction LLC to 

Monica Alexander, 5938 Farmwood Loop, 
$232,000;

From Lionel Creech, Avery Luther Creech, 
Glenda Creech, Yolonda Yvette Creech 
and Tisha Mae Thompson to Avis Urcelle 
Creech-Davis and Joelena Creech Harris, 
710 Cemetery St. S.., $4,500;

From Gerardo Ortis Luna to Everardo 
Mendoza Luna and Claudia Orbe Campos, 
4212 Arapahoe Road, no stamp; 

From Jason M. Hunt to Christine A. Bar-
ton and Wilson Real Estate Associates, 200 
Glendale Drive W., no stamp; 

From Georgia Cone Mitchell, Linwood 
Darryl Mitchell, trustee, Mitchell Family Re-
vocable Trust dated June 20, 2019, to Madi-
son E. Bunn and Kenneth Michael Hutchins, 
rural homesite on Peele Road, $108,000;

From Beatriz Mandujano De Alvarado to 
Juan Antonio Portales Tristan, 504 Belmont 
Ave. SW, $28,000;

From John Philip Clarke and Cynthia 
Susan Clarke to Robin F. Mason II and 
Kathryn C. Mason, 4806 Bayview Place N., 
$675,000;

From Stephen J. Hutchens and Kelly F. 
Hutchens to Marian Stillwell Twombley, 
2503-7 St. Christopher Circle SW, $95,000;

From BBJ&M Holding Co. LLC and 
BBJ&M LLC to F&B Development Co. LLC, 
5774 U.S. Highway 264 Alternate W. and 
rural homesite on U.S. Highway 264 Alter-
nate West, $1,600,000;

From Tracy Bunting Ellis, trustee, William 
L. Ellis Sr. Revocable Trust under agreement 
dated Feb. 18, 2008, as amended and re-
stated, to GSM Properties LLC, trustee deed 
for commercial lots 46 and 47 on Downing 
Street Southwest, $51,500;

From Jennifer Gail Linker to Frank Schnei-
der and Toby Tracy, correction deed for Lot 
12, no stamp; 

From Sidney W. Bruton Jr. and Elizabeth 
Oates Bruton to Anthony Duffy Healey, 208 
Wilshire Blvd. N., $28,000;

From Margaret S. Knutson, Robert F. 
Knowles and Lynne F. Knowles to Boone’s 
Antiques Inc., 2010 U.S. Highway 301 S. no 
stamp; 

From Bobby Ray Walston, Dianne L. 
Walston, Shelley Faye Vick, Audrey Joy 

Bowman, Paul David Bowman, Kevin 
Lewis and Jennifer S. Lewis to Matthew R. 
Saulter, rural homesite on Webb Lake Road, 
$190,000;

From TAG Development Co., Gregory A. 
Turnage, partner, and Teresa T. Finch, part-
ner, to B.W. Skinner Construction Inc., 3208 
Westshire Drive N., $25,000;

From Vicus Development LLC to B.W. 
Skinner Construction Inc., Surrey Meadows 
Lot 139, Section VII, $37,000; 

From Kevin Carraway and Juana Vivian 
Carraway to Patrick Vanlandingham, quit-
claim deed for 701 Tarboro Office Building, 
no stamp; 

From Tracy Bunting Ellis, trustee, William 
L. Ellis Sr. Revocable Trust under agreement 
dated Feb. 18, 2008, as amended and re-
stated, to TJ Investments LLC, trustee deed 
for 2750 Forest Hills Road SW, $105,000;

From Ronald Swain to Jermel Swain, 120 
N. Main St., Stantonsburg, no stamp;

From Jean Deloris Buchanan to Carolyn 
W. Kent and Steven E. Kent, 4245 Kent 
Road, no stamp;

From Tracy Bunting Ellis to Barry Allan 
Miller Jr. and Allison Phillips Miller, 2821 
Downing St. SW, $31,000; 

From Katherine Stafford Barnes and 
Charles Barnes to Laura Sauls Bass, portion 
of lot at 1007 Branch St., $190,000;

From William Laws, Nicholas Laws, Lori 
Wood and Barry Wood to GAB Home Im-
provements Inc., 6909 Sims School Road, 
$24,000;

From Narcia Carrie Carrion to Joshua 
Stoner, 310 Forrest Road W., $130,000;

From Barbara H. Turner, Beatrice T. Lokey 
and Julian L. Lokey to Danhaven Farms LLC, 
5223 Blalock Road, $165,000;

From Jennifer Johnson Fonville and Craig 
Stephenson Fonville to Dwayne Antwon 
Spell, quitclaim deed for 1716 Centre St. W., 
no stamp; 

From Tony R. Stone and Brenda C. Stone 
to Raleigh Road Wilson NC LLC, 2900 Wolf 
Trap Drive NW, $50,000;

From Sycamore Square Investments LLC 
to Raleigh Road Wilson NC LLC, 2900 and 
2920 Raleigh Road Parkway W., $880,000; 

From Sycamore Square Investments LLC 

to Raleigh Road Wilson NC LLC, 2900 and 
2920 Raleigh Road Parkway W., no stamp; 

From Oba M. Rease and Jet D. Rease 
to Victor Pavel Spinant and Ana Spinant, 
3802 Wyattwood Drive N., $281,000;

From Sara Jane Webster to Christo-
pher Ray Barger, 1519 Anderson St. NW, 
$129,000;

From Antonio San Juan Santos and An-
gelica Chavez Martinez to Dolores Marisa 
Larin Lobos, 903 Macon St., $10,000;

From Juston Korson to Alissa Korson, 
4111 Brickstone Court N., no stamp; 

From Woodhaven Wilson 1 LLC to Freck-
son Real Estate LLC, 3609 Raleigh Road 
Parkway W., $885,000;

From Raleigh Road Wilson NC LLC to Tony 
R. Stone and Brenda C. Stone, 2920 Raleigh 
Road Parkway W., $50,000;

From Walter Best and Sylvia Best to 
Samantha R. Hyatt, 5214 Nowell Road, 
$355,000;

From Raymond H. Mills and Rochelle Mills 
to Carolyn Jones, 3902 Little John Drive N., 
$216,500;

From Walter H. Cogean III and Stephanie 
L. Cogean to Hamid Hezam Mahram and 
Nagwa Mohamed Mahram, 3107 Westshire 
Drive N., $275,000;

From Erica Lynn Crouse to Juan Nevarez 
and Stephanie Gomez, 7820 Stone Castle 
Court, $235,000;

From Frederick Stott, Audrey W. Stott, 
Donna Parrish Sullivan and Edith E. Par-
rish to Donna Parrish Sullivan and Edith E. 
Parrish, rural homesite on Rock Ridge-Sims 
Road and 6312 Old Raleigh Road, $10,000;

From Kevin Cummings and Kaitlin Carlson 
to Spencer T. Witherspoon, 2552 Pond 
Drive N., $113,500;

From Guadalupe Garcia Grande to Esau 
Monterroza, 6156 N.C. Highway 58 S., 
$130,000;

From Timothy Allen Vanderark, Amanda 
Gray Vanderark, Ashley M. Bulger and Aus-
tin D. Van Slycke to Ashley M. Bulger and 
Austin D. Van Slycke, 9357 Hawley Road, 
Kenly, $141,000;

From Lake Wilson LLC to The Bluffs at 
Lake Wilson Owners’ Association Inc., 4501 
Lake Hills Drive N., no stamp.

Funds help Wilson Rose Garden
Dennis Johnson, chairman of the Wilson County Tourism Development Authority’s 
board of directors, left, presents Kent Montgomery, board member of the Wilson 
Rose Garden, a check for the Wilson Rose Garden in the amount $3,000. The fund-
ing will help with promotion in marketing and publicizing the garden to reach visi-
tors. Sunday in the Wilson Rose Garden is May 16. Contributed photo

The number of advertisers that
were pleased with the response
to their classified ad in

The Wilson Times
Pulse Research, November 2013
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CROSSWORD

Anticipatory 
defense

 Just as declarer can try 
to lure the defense into mak-
ing a mistake, the defenders 
can do the same to declarer. 
Obviously, the best time to 
strike in such situations is 
before declarer has a chance 
to find the winning play on 
his own.

 Take this case where South 
arrived at four spades after 
East had overcalled in hearts, 
and West led the heart deuce. 
East won the first heart with 
the jack and cashed the king, 
West following with the seven. 
Because West had not led 
high-low, it was clear to East 
that declarer had no more 
hearts, so he turned his atten-
tion elsewhere.

 East already had two 
tricks in the bank and was 
sure to get another in spades. 
However, since South had 
to have at least five spades 
headed by the ace, as well as 
the ace of diamonds, to justify 
his bidding, East was left with 
the question of where his side 
could possibly come up with a 
fourth trick.

 The only hope appeared to 
lie in scoring a second trump 
trick. But if declarer held the 
A-J of spades, he was likely to 
lead a spade toward his hand 
early on and insert the jack, 
which would limit him to one 
trump loser.

 Rather than wait for declar-
er to attack the spade suit 
himself, East decided his best 
hope was to try to lead South 
astray. So at trick three, he 
returned the queen of spades!

 Declarer took the queen 
with the ace and led a low 
spade toward dummy. When 
West followed low, South, fear-
ing that East might have start-
ed with the singleton queen, 
finessed dummy’s eight!

 Had West held the K-9-3-
2 originally, this would have 
been the only way to make the 
contract. As it was, though, 
East won the trick with the 
nine and South went down 
one.

 Tomorrow: The percent-
age play.

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

CONTRACT BRIDGE
STEVE BECKERDENNIS THE MENACE

THE LOCKHORNS

(Answers tomorrow)
GROUP NINTH MATURE ODDITYYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: They got a new chime for their front entrance 
and were — “A-DOOR-RING” IT

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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(Answers Monday)
WIPER GLADE VERSUS NOBODYYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: The story about Peter Pan being forever 
young — NEVER GROWS OLD

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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Previous 
Edition’s 
Answers

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Take care of your re-
sponsibilities before someone reminds you to. Dig 
in and get something done that makes you proud 
and fulfilled. Don’t get angry over something you 
cannot change. Find a way to work around any 
obstacle you encounter. H H H

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Address issues that can 
hold you back or cost you emotionally, mentally 
or physically. Set high standards and work hard, 
and you’ll gain the respect of those you live or 
work alongside. Add a personal touch to whatever 
you pursue. H H H 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Ponder what’s possible. 
Check out what’s required to move forward with 
something you want to pursue. Show discipline 
and patience when dealing with people you find 
challenging. Leave nothing to chance or incom-
plete. Don’t count on anyone but yourself. H H H 
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Say no to a joint 
venture. Use your skills and knowledge to your 
advantage. You can make a difference if you take 
a leadership position. Take control, and you’ll get 
the results you desire. Personal improvements 
will pay off. H H H H H 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Show discipline, stick to 
your plan, and say no to temptation, excessive-
ness and overspending. Stop worrying about what 
others do, and concentrate on what you are doing. 
Partnership problems will arise if you let your 
emotions interfere with how you behave. H H 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Learn from the best, fol-
low through with your plans and don’t be afraid 
to do things your way. Take a unique approach. 
Opportunities to use your skills diversely and to 
connect with people who share your sentiments 
will unfold. H H H H 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Refuse to let your emo-
tions interfere with your financial matters. Live up 
to your promises, take care of your personal and 
professional responsibilities, and aim to stabilize 
your life. Avoid getting involved in joint ventures 
or agreeing to share expenses. H H H 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Concentrate on what 
you are trying to achieve. Take the path that leads 
to personal growth and a change of scenery. 
Focus on decluttering your life and letting go 
of situations holding you back or limiting your 
freedom. H H H 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Keep life simple, 
be moderate and avoid letting others dictate what 
you can do. Spend more time at home altering 
your space to accommodate what you want to do 
next. Don’t trust anyone with personal informa-
tion, possessions or passwords. H H H 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You’ve got what it 
takes to excel. Put your energy where it counts, 
and don’t stop until you reach your destination. 
Look at obscure propositions and adjust them to 
fit into your lifestyle and dreams. Romance will 
enhance your life. H H H H 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Dealing with a friend, 
colleague or relative will be difficult. Give others 
the freedom to do as they please, and redirect 
your energy into something that will benefit you 
personally. Fitness, health and personal growth 
are in your best interest. H H 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Invest time and money 
in your surroundings, skills and plans to get 
ahead. A change in direction will be rejuvenating 
and give you something to embrace. Follow your 
heart, and take the initiative to make your dreams 
come true. Romance is favored. H H H H H 

ZIGGY

HOROSCOPE    EUGENIA LAST

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese 
puzzle based on logic, reasoning, 
and patience. To solve Sudoku, 
just fill in each 3x3 subgrid with a 
digit 1-9; some digits are already 
given. Every column, row and 
subgrid must contain the digits 
1-9 only once. Now get your pen-
cils ready and give it a try! You’ll 
see why it’s so addicting!
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WCC CORNER

Wilson Community College students earn awards

Robots coming, robots going: 
AI and the future of work 

News 
flash: 
Walmart 
is fir-
ing its 
robots. 
Amazon 
is hiring 
more ro-
bots.

This sounds like a 
strange science fiction 
story or a story of what has 
happened to human em-
ployees since 2020 started 
shutting down businesses 
and redefining what busi-
ness is. Walmart has gotten 
rid of its 17-foot robot tow-
ers that you may have seen 

at the front of the store. It 
seems that the robots that 
roamed the aisles to track 
inventory are gone too.

Amazon is a leader in hir-
ing such robots. News sto-
ries indicate that Amazon 
has 50 distribution centers 
with thousands of robots 
moving towers of products 
being purchased by cus-
tomers. Its newest robot-
filled distribution center is 
planned near Richmond, 
Virginia. But the company 
also will hire 1,000 humans 
to work alongside these 
robot towers.

Amazon also seems to be 
investing in other artificial 
intelligence or AI gadgets 
to either replace humans 
or keep them safe. The 
safety aspect may be a main 
driver in its newest venture 
for customers to purchase 
items by placing their hands 
over a hand-reader. 

It’s called pay-by-palm or 
Amazon One. Customers 
just wave their hands over 
a reader and never have to 
open their wallet or scan 
their iPhone. The reader 
already knows your credit 
card from when the custom-
er signed up for this method. 
Whole Foods is getting into 
this newest AI or robotic 
payment method too.

How many robots do 
you run into or see around 
town? How many robots are 
in your home? We have four 
little round robots. Each is a 
different vintage of our floor 
vacuum cleaners. 

Have you seen or heard 
of robots coming down the 
sidewalk delivering pizza 
to your door? Or have you 
taken a ride in a cab with 
no driver?  Have you pur-
chased a car that can drive 
itself? I really don’t like 
seeing the TV news videos 
of the drivers and passen-
gers in a car sound asleep 
while the car moves down 
the busy highway.

It seems that companies 
are investing billions of dol-
lars, yes, billions, into de-
veloping an army of robots. 
They are nicknamed bots 
now. One such investment 
company called UiPath 
Inc. is behind funding and 
building this bot army to 
replace humans who do 
repetitive jobs that are very 

time-consuming and tiring.
What is driving this 

seemingly sudden surge 
in AI and bots? It appears 
that the force behind this 
push is COVID-19. 

During 2020, there were 
reports and videos of com-
panies that had replaced 
humans who did routine 
and repetitive jobs with 
robots or AI surveillance 
systems. These intelligent 
machines and computers 
can work 24/7/365 and do the 
same work as you or me, if 
we wanted to walk down 
an aisle, look up a box 
number, pick it up, put it in 
a cart and then push that 
cart to the end for loading 
on a truck. A bot can do 
that. And the bot does not 
get sick or need insurance, 
a pension plan, sick leave 
or vacations. Plus, that bot 
or AI system has some neat 
built-in AI that tells the hu-
man owner when that bot 
needs a part replaced.

So, a few questions. Do 
you see robots with AI ad-
vancing in your industry 
and helping humans? Are 
you for or against robots 
and AI and its new control 
in our lives? Or do you 
see a new generation of 
Luddites happening today 
because of robots?  

Luddites were people 
who rose up against the 
automated looms that re-
placed thousands of weav-
ers and croppers who 
made stockings and cot-
ton spinners in the 1900s 
in the United Kingdom. 

Do you see a robot or AI 
system replacing a teacher 
in high school or college? 
Or have we already ac-
cepted this new life with 
robots and AI?

We are indeed living in a 
new world of autotech and 
AI and bots. But I wonder 
when a bot will replace 
how I cropped tobacco in 
August out at the Rosebud 
farm? I wonder about that 
heat and dust and dirt and 
morning dew on those 
electronic circuits.

Oliver Hedgepeth, a native 
Wilsonian, is a professor of 
logistics, teaching online 
at the American Military 
University. Email him at 
blh4835@gmail.com. 

It’s no 
secret that 
Wilson 
Communi-
ty College, 
and every 
institution 
for that 
matter, is 
proud of 

its students.
Students are consis-

tently recognized for a 
number of things, includ-
ing state-level awards, 
honor societies, scholar-
ships and the list goes on. 
WCC recently presented 
three students with state-
level awards, and coinci-
dentally, all three are in 
our paralegal technology 
program. Another student 
was recognized regionally.

Hollie Lamm was select-
ed for the Dallas Herring 
Achievement Award. The 
N.C. Community College 
System established this 

award in 2010 to honor 
the late Dallas Herring, 
one of the state’s earliest 
advocates of community 
colleges. It’s given each 
year to a current or former 
student who best embod-
ies Herring’s philosophy 
of “taking people where 
they are and carrying 
them as far as they can 
go.” 

She started her para-
legal journey at Wilson 
Community College in 
2006. When she got a job 
as a legal assistant, she 
stopped pursuing the 
degree. But in 2019, she 
decided it was time to fin-
ish what she started. She 
realized that getting her 
paralegal degree was just 
the first step. Once she 
earns her associate degree 
in paralegal technology, 
she plans to get certified 
as a paralegal with the 
North Carolina State Bar 

and eventually become a 
magistrate. 

Another annual award 
is the Gov. Robert W. 
Scott Student Leadership 
Award, established in 2004 
to recognize outstanding 
student leadership and 
service and honor for-
mer Gov. Bob Scott, who 
served as the state’s chief 
executive from 1968-72 
and then was president of 
our system for 12 years 
from 1983-95.  

Jose Delgado is the re-
cipient of this award. Jose 
decided years ago that he 
wanted to pursue a career 
in criminal justice. He 
graduated from WCC’s 
police academy in 2014, 
but later decided to pursue 
a degree in paralegal tech-
nology. Jose has proven 
himself a consistent, in-
spiring leader in the class-
room and throughout the 
community. 

“Between life and work 
experience, I’ve learned 
that being a leader is not 
someone who delegates 
orders,” he said. “To me, 
a leader is someone who 
never stops moving for-
ward when obstacles get 
in the way. A leader leads 
by example and finds a 
way to fight through the 
obstacles. After I com-
plete my degree, I will 
not stop working hard.  
Good things come to 
those who work hard for 
them.”  

The third state-level 
recognition is the North 
Carolina Community Col-
lege System Academic 
Excellence Award. One 
student from each of the 
58 community colleges 
receives this award each 
year. To be selected, stu-
dents must be currently 
enrolled, have completed 
at least 12 hours in a de-
gree program and have a 
cumulative grade point av-
erage of 3.25 or higher. 

WCC’s award win-
ner this year is Shannon 
Chamblee, who not only 
is a paralegal student, but 
she’s also a full-time em-
ployee at the college. 

“I chose to pursue the 
paralegal program be-
cause I always wanted to 
learn more about our legal 
system,” she said. “I want 
to help people and ensure 
everyone experiences fair 
and respectful treatment. 
Becoming a paralegal al-
lows me to do just that. I 
can merge the passions I 
also have for research and 
writing.”

And student Naomi King 
was inducted into the col-
lege’s honor society, Phi 
Theta Kappa, last August. 
In just a short time, we’re 
thrilled that she was cho-
sen to be vice president of 
public affairs for the Caro-
linas Region of Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society. This 
includes all PTK chapters 
in both North and South 
Carolina. 

This is also the first time 
a regional officer has been 
chosen from  WCC. She 
will have the opportunity 
to visit PTK headquarters 
in Jackson, Mississippi.

We’re so proud of all of 
our students, and we’re 
excited to celebrate these 
four in particular. For 
more information about 
the awards, Phi Theta 
Kappa or WCC, visit our 
website at www.wilsoncc.
edu. #WilsonCC — we 
make Wilson work.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

• Ongoing — Summer 
2021 registration.

• April 29 — New stu-
dent orientation and nurs-
ing information session, 
both online. 

Jessica Griffin is director of 
institutional advancement 
at Wilson Community Col-
lege. She can be reached 
at jgriffin@wilsoncc.edu or 
252-246-1271.
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