
NCAA tourney 
showcases city, 
Gillette fields 
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7818

As a senior associate athletic 
director for the University of 
New Mexico, Ed Manzanares 
has seen his share of athletic 
facilities.

The New Mexico Lobos wom-
en’s soccer team kicked off the 
NCAA Division I Women’s Soc-
cer Tournament with a Tuesday 
opening game against the U.S. 
Naval Academy.

“We would have played this in 
a dirt parking lot anywhere, so 
we’re really happy to be here,” 
Manzanares said.

Instead of a dusty lot, players 
stepped onto the lush, natural 
turf at Wilson’s J. Burt Gillette 
Athletic Complex.  

“It is the first time I have been 
here,” Manzanares said. “North 
Carolina is definitely pushing 
all these sports facilities to keep 
attracting NCAA events. This is 
nice. The most important thing 
is the turf and the grass looks 
like it is perfect, and it plays re-
ally well. That is the important 
thing for sure.”

Dale Edmonds, the Wilson 
Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment’s parks manager, said 
the city renovated Gillette so it 
could host nearly any event. 

“Now, the NCAA definitely of-
fers some different challenges 
during the COVID period, but 

the facility was designed to han-
dle a tournament like this right 
here,” Edmonds said. “I think 
it is very exciting for the city of 
Wilson parks and recreation 
staff to be a part of the NCAA 

and help host the soccer cham-
pionship.”

Braxton Patterson, recreation 
programs and marketing super-
visor, said NCAA regulations 
required some city employees 

working near the field to receive 
two COVID-19 tests in the four 
days prior to the tournament’s 
start.  
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Wilson getting its kicks  

Sheriff seeks deputy training center 
Woodard 
requests nearly 
$4M budget 
boost  

By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

For the last year, the Wilson 
County Sheriff’s Office has used 
a roughly 8 acre county-owned 
property on Commerce Road as 
a target practice range. Com-
munity members and local busi-
nesses donated money to build a 
K-9 course. The county pitched 
in by clearing the land. 

Now Sheriff Calvin Woodard 
wants to expand his vision. 

During a Monday meeting 
when the sheriff’s office and 
two other agencies presented 

their 2021-22 budget requests to 
county commissioners, Wood-
ard shared his plan to make the 
county-owned property a law 
enforcement training center. 
He said keeping deputies’ skills 
sharp will help them defuse 
tense situations, reducing the 
potential need to use deadly 
force. 

Part of Woodard’s request in-
cluded qualification targets. 

“These targets will be benefi-
cial,” Woodard said, explaining 

that firearms training will help 
Special Response Team mem-
bers and other deputies make 
better decisions in the field. The 
training could prevent question-
able shootings, he said, and en-
sure both officers’ and civilians’ 
safety. 

Woodard said the qualification 
targets allow officers to visual-
ize potential incidents that could 
arise, from hostage situations to 

Wilson County Sheriff Calvin 
Woodard presents his 2021-
22 budget request to county 
commissioners on Monday. The 
Wilson County Public Library and 
Wilson County Public Waste also 
presented their proposed budgets. 
Contributed photo See SHERIFF, Page 2A
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Pink slippers, no badge leads to arrest
Deputies say police 
impostor chose 
unusual disguise

By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com 

| 252-265-7879

An Elm City man is accused of 
dressing as a woman, claiming 

to be a police officer and com-
mitting robberies targeting His-

panic victims. 
The Wilson 

County Sheriff’s 
Office charged 
29-year-old Vishon 
Gerald Murphy in 
an April 20 robbery 
at a warehouse on 
U.S. 301 North. 

The Wilson County case led to 

similar charges in Wake County, 
according to Wanda Samuel, 
sheriff’s office chief of staff. 

When Wilson deputies re-
sponded to the robbery, employ-
ees told authorities that while 
they worked at the warehouse, 
a man dressed as a woman en-
tered the business and demand-
ed their identification cards and 
wallets, Samuel said. 

Workers described the per-

petrator as a tall man wearing 
ripped skinny jeans and pink 
house slippers. 

The man, who officials identi-
fied as Murphy after an employee 
provided his license plate number, 
walked into the warehouse and 
asked, “Who speak English?” ac-
cording to the sheriff’s office.

Murphy told the victims he was 
a police officer and was there to 
check for drugs and weapons, 

then told them to lay out their IDs 
and wallets, Samuel said. 

Officials say Murphy refused 
to show any credentials identify-
ing him as a police officer, and 
one employee told Murphy he 
was contacting his boss. 

The employer spoke to Mur-
phy on the phone and called 

911 to report the incident as a 

Murphy

See ARREST, Page 2A

Rene Gonzalez, right, and wife Lidia Gonzalez cheer on their granddaughter Natalie DeGagne, a New Mexico Lobos women’s soccer player, during 
Tuesday’s NCAA Division I tournament game in Wilson. Drew C. Wilson | Times
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someone pulling out a cell-
phone or a gun or knife.

The training center would 
help Woodard advance his 
goal of de-escalating con-
flicts and using less-lethal 
force, such as equipping 
deputies with shotguns that 
can fire pepper balls.

“This isn’t something we 
just started,” he said, add-
ing that de-escalation train-

ing is a continuous process. 
Woodard said training is 

key to preventing unnec-
essary outcomes occurring 
across the country where 
police shootings result in 
serious injury or death. 

“We do these tactical 
courses because it shows 
you how to be able to 
bring your weapon out at 
a fast rate of speed and al-
so helps you get your eye 
on the target so that you 
don’t make those mistakes 
that a lot of these other 
agencies have made,” the 
sheriff explained.

Woodard said he’s grate-
ful to commissioners for 
consistently funding his 
training programs, noting 
that the resource is often 
the first item stripped 
from law enforcement 
budgets in lean times. 

Commissioner Chris Hill 
told Woodard to never let 
finances change his men-
tality on the importance of 
thorough training. 

Woodard told commis-
sioners he also wants a 
target system, which is 
something his office is 
already seeking through 
a state grant. This target 
system will help deputies 
with accuracy and quick 
decision-making. 

“All this training is to 
ensure we make the right 
decisions at the right 
time without hurting 
anyone...,” Woodard said, 
adding that it will reduce 
liability for himself, the 
sheriff’s office and the 
county. 

TRAINING BUILDING

Woodard requested 
money to install a modu-
lar building on the train-
ing property. He said 
his research pegged the 
building and qualification 
targets’ total cost around 
$250,000. 

Deputies don’t have 
anywhere to train other 
than the Wilson County 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter’s small downstairs 
conference room, Woor-
dard said, or the detective 
building where classes are 
sometimes held.

Woodard said if commis-
sioners grant the request, 
sheriff’s office teams will use 
the new facility regularly.

“My real need is trying to 
get some type of training 
center,” he said. “We really 
need to have somewhere 
where we can constantly 
have active training.” 

Deputies receive annual 
training on various dis-
ciplines, including crisis 
intervention and de-esca-
lation techniques. 

Woodard said he’s al-
ready spoken with the city 
of Wilson and confirmed 
that the Commerce Road 
property already has 
electricity and Greenlight 
broadband capabilities. 

“It’s like a gold mine,” 
Woodard said. “You see all 
these advantages with this 
property without harming 
the soil or the animals or 

the waterways.” 
Woodard said the prop-

erty has a pond where the 
dive team could practice 
as well. Maintenance 
needs are minimal — 
mowing the grass, keep-
ing the K-9 equipment 
painted and cleaning up 
spent ammunition. 

Board of Commission-
ers Chairman Rob Boyette 
told Woodard that he men-
tioned several things in his 
budget presentation that 
are important to everyone. 

“You talked about trying 
be less lethal when appro-
priate,” Boyette said. “You 
talked about having the best 
training facility and training 
for your staff that you can 
have. We all want that. You 
mentioned crisis interven-
tion training. You were one 
of the first sheriff’s depart-
ments in the state to have 
your entire staff trained in 
crisis intervention training. 
You also talked about de-
escalation training. That’s 
what a lot of your discus-
sion is about.” 

Boyette thanked Wood-
ard for his efforts to make 
the sheriff’s office the best 
it can be. 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE BUDGET 

• The agency’s total 
budget request is  $17.4 
million, up by nearly $4 
million from Woodard’s 
request last year. Woodard 
said much of that increase 
is for needed capital out-
lay items including updat-
ed computers and camera 
and intercom systems 
within the detention cen-
ter. Those systems haven’t 
been replaced since the 
jail was built in 1995. 

• Woodard asked for a 
$3,000 increase in crime 
scene investigation ex-
penses. He said it’s due to 
outsourcing some of the 
agency’s work on cold 
cases that detectives are 
trying to solve. The money 
would fund DNA collec-
tion and other forensic 
testing resources. 

• The sheriff sought a 
$20,000 increase for the 
agency’s drug enforce-
ment division. Woordard 
said the money is used to 
purchase drugs for inves-
tigative purposes, helps 
secure confidential infor-
mants and solves drug 
issues within the commu-
nity. He said the price of 
street drugs has increased. 

• Woodard requested a 
specific database that will 
help in investigations like 
the recent rash of catalytic 
converter thefts. He said 
this particular database 
would give deputies a way 
to share information with 
law enforcement agen-
cies in other counties and 
other states. 

“Criminals have gotten 
smarter, and we need to 
stay ahead of them,” he 
said. 

• Woodard asked for a 
ballistic shield that will 
protect deputies from 
strong rifle fire. He said 

the shield would be useful 
in a hostage situation or 
school shooting. 

• The sheriff’s office 
requested 20 new Dodge 
Charger patrol cars, two 
K-9s and 10 Tasers. 

• Woodard wants to 
replace 45 computers that 
are becoming outdated as 
well as five worn-down 
desks that are more than 
25 years old. 

• The old jail, known 
as the detention center 
annex, received a tech-
nology upgrade last year 
that includes a camera 
system. Woodard asked 
for advanced technology 
upgrades for the detention 
center, including an inter-
com, camera system and a 
new fire alarm panel. 

SOLID WASTE

• Wilson County Solid 
Waste submitted a $3.7 
million budget request, 
which is down by about 
$200,000 from last year. 
Andy Davis, the county’s 
solid waste services 
director, said the decrease 
is due to last year’s large 
capital outlay requests .

• Capital outlay re-
quests this year include an 
$11,040 miller welder/gen-
erator to go on a new ser-
vice truck and a $26,900 
flex-wing mower. 

• Davis said the landfill’s 
disposal tonnage stayed 
about the same as in pre-
vious years. Davis didn’t 
recommend any increase 
in tipping fees. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

• The library requested 
slightly more than $2 mil-
lion, an increase by about 
$54,000 from last year. 

• Wilson County Public 
Library director Molly 
Westmoreland said the 
library has applied for two 
federal grants that would 
purchase a new bookmo-
bile and increase mobile 
book stops. She said the 
current bookmobile is 
very popular, though it’s 
showing signs of wear at 
20 years old. The $100,000 
grant requires an $80,000 
local match. 

• Another $8,250 grant 
would be used to pur-
chase virtual reality head-
sets, gaming equipment, 
smart TVs and gaming 
consoles. Westmoreland 
said studies have shown 
that gaming helps adoles-
cents improve their prob-
lem-solving skills. She 
said the headsets would 
be used for all library 
locations and the smart 
TVs and gaming consoles 
would be stationed at the 
main library, but employ-
ees may be able to loan 
the equipment to other 
branches. That grant 
requires a $2,750 local 
match. 

• Westmoreland said 
the library also wants to 
increase the number of 
wireless internet hotspots 
available for customers.  

Sheriff: Tactical courses to help stop mistakes
continued from page 1A

robbery. 
After the phone call, Murphy told 

the victims everything was fine and 
their supervisor told him he could 
leave, Samuel said. 

Murphy tried to leave the ware-
house with the workers’ wallets, 
Samuel said. One of the victims 
captured a license plate number 
before he drove away. 

Detectives charged Murphy with 
four counts of common-law rob-
bery. Murphy eventually turned 
himself in to Nash County authori-
ties and was jailed under a $75,000 
secured bond. 

RALEIGH ROBBERIES

During their investigation into 
the warehouse robbery, Wilson 
County Sheriff’s Office detec-
tives contacted the Raleigh Police 
Department. Samuel said Raleigh 
police indicated that Murphy had a 
similar pattern of robberies there. 

Murphy, dressed as a woman, 
would approach Hispanic people 
in or near their cars and search 
their vehicles after claiming to 
be a police officer, Samuel said. 
She added that he claimed to be 
searching for drugs or weapons in 
those incidents, too. Officials said 
Murphy would rob the victims and 
flee the scene. 

Samuel said the Raleigh robber-
ies occurred between March 12 and 
April 19. 

Raleigh police have since 
charged Murphy with eight counts 
of common-law robbery, six counts 
of second-degree kidnapping, five 
counts each of impersonating a law 
enforcement officer and robbery 
with a dangerous weapon, three 
counts of possession of a firearm 
by a felon and one count each of 
conspiracy to commit robbery with 
a dangerous weapon and breaking 
or entering a motor vehicle. 

Murphy is currently being held in 
the Wake County Detention Center 
under an additional $1.1 million 
secured bond.  

Arrest: Searched vehicles claiming to be officer
continued from page 1A
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Adock Kent
Adock Kent, 84, of 

Wilson, died Satur-
day, April 24, 2021. 
Funeral will be held at 
1 p.m. Sunday, May 2, 
at Total Impact Min-
istries. Burial will fol-
low in the Kent Fam-
ily Cemetery, Kenly. 
Visitation will be 3 
p.m. Saturday, May 
1, at Carrons Funeral 
Home. Arrangements 
are by Carrons Fu-
neral Home. 

Agnes Elizabeth Speight
STANTONSBURG 

— Agnes Elizabeth 
Speight, 90, died 
Monday, April 26, 
2021. Funeral will 
be held at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 1, at 
Tabernacle Temple of 
Jesus Christ, Wilson. 
Burial will follow in 
Rest Haven Cemetery, 
Wilson. Visitation will 
be 4 p.m. Friday, April 
30, at Carrons Funeral 
Home. Arrangements 
are by Carrons Fu-

neral Home, Wilson.

Liam Grey Amerson
Aug. 3, 2007 — April 26, 2021

Liam Grey Amerson, 13, of Wilson, passed 
away Monday. A memorial service will be held at 
6 p.m. Friday, April 30, at Joyner’s Funeral Home, 

4100 Raleigh Road 
Parkway, Wilson. The 
Rev. George Arant 
will officiate.

Liam is survived by 
his father, Bennie Am-
erson II; mother, Crys-
tal Tulppo and hus-
band, Scott; sisters, 
Cayla Sellers and De-
lia Amerson; paternal 
grandmother, Leigh 
Anderson; paternal 
grandfather, Greg 
Amerson; maternal 
grandparents, Phyl-

lis and Paul Summerlin; 
paternal great-grand-

parents, Bennie T. Amerson and Lois; maternal 
great-grandparents, Paul and Eillen Boyette; his 
special aunt, Brook Amerson; and a host of aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

In lieu of flowers, please consider memorials in 
Liam’s memory to AFSP-North Carolina Chap-
ter, 8311 Brier Creek Parkway, Suite 105-430, 
Raleigh, NC 27617 or to the Maggie Society, 606 
Trinity drive, Wilson, NC 27893.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Funer-
al Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Mary LaVonne Raska
Mary LaVonne Raska, 66, of Elm City, NC 

passed away at Wayne Memorial Hospital in 
Goldsboro, NC.

A native of Wilson, 
County, NC, LaVonne 
was born Aug. 21, 
1954 a daughter of the 
late James Thigpen 
and Jean Walston 
Jackson. 

Please visit our web-
site to read the com-
plete obituary.

A service to cel-
ebrate her life will be 
held Sunday, May 2, 
2021 6 p.m. at Eagle’s 
Nest Church of God 
with Pastor Gail Gar-

ner officiating. The fam-
ily will receive friends 

one hour prior to the service at the church.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memori-

als to Eagle’s Nest Church of God, 5015 Four 
Tenths Road, Elm City, NC 27822 

Arrangements are in the care of Providence 
Funeral and Cremation Service, 519 Broad St. W., 
Wilson, NC 27893. Phone: (252) 674-1553 Online 
condolences may be shared at www.providence-
funeral.com.

Brian Dean Blackwell
BALTIMORE — Brian Dean Blackwell, 37, died 

Monday, April 26, 
2021. Funeral will be 
held at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
May 2, at Stevens Fu-
neral Home. Arrange-
ments are by Stevens 
Funeral Home, Wil-
son.

Betty Hicks Proctor
Aug. 10, 1953 — April 26, 2021

MIDDLESEX — Betty Hicks Proctor, 67, passed 
away Monday. A memorial service will be held 

at 2 p.m. Sunday 
at Joyner’s Funeral 
Home, 4100 Raleigh 
Road Parkway, Wil-
son. The family will 
receive immediately 
following the service.

Betty is survived 
by her sons, William 
Allen Proctor and 
Chadwick Proctor of 
Middlesex; daughter, 
Toshia Proctor of 
Middlesex; grand-
children, Stephanie 
Braswell and hus-

band, Cameron, Dillion 
Proctor, Cody Proctor, 

Makayla Proctor and Destany Hicks; and great-
grandchildren, Elliot Proctor, Adeline Hicks; sis-
ter, Jean Jones and husband, Milton, of Virginia; 
brother, Albert “Skeeter” Clark of Jacksonville; 
and her companion, Virginia Diann Eatmon of 
the home.

She was preceded in death by her daughter, 
April Wynne Proctor.

Flowers are welcome or please consider me-
morials to Wilson Veterinary Hospital, 4741 Lake 
Wilson Road, Elm City, NC 27822.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Funer-
al Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

William Shingleton 
William “Bill” Shingleton of Wilson passed 

away of pancreatic cancer on 26 April 2021. 
Bill was born in Middletown, Connecticut in 

1949 and was the eldest of four children of Da-
mon and Esther Shingleton. The first member of 
his family to graduate high school, he enrolled at 
the University of Connecticut, where he joined 
Alpha Epsilon Pi and was elected freshman class 
president. However, he interrupted his college 
career to enlist in the Marine Corps in 1968. Bill 
served in Third Marine Infantry near Hue and 
was awarded two purple hearts for duty in Viet-
nam. 

Weeks away from returning to the United States 
for officer candidate school, Bill was severely 
wounded and saved from the battlefield by fellow 
Marine Harold Atwater, who also sustained ma-
jor injuries in the incident. While recuperating, 
Bill discovered a love of teaching as he helped a 
fellow Marine prepare for his GED. Upon return-
ing to the United States he re-enrolled at UConn, 
graduating with a degree in economics after a 
professor told him he could not pass an econom-
ics course due to vision problems related to his in-
juries. This was the first in a lifetime of examples 
of Bill being told he could not do something, and 
then doing it anyway. At UConn he also met Vir-
ginia Colonese in an economics class. The two 
married in 1972 and had two sons. 

Bill and the family moved to Durham, North 
Carolina in 1973 and he earned his PhD in eco-
nomics from Duke in 1982. A die-hard Duke fan, 
he had a piece of the floor from their first national 
championship hanging in his office as a prized 
possession. 

Bill subsequently taught economics at Mar-
quette University, Lynchburg College, Ball State 
University, Valparaiso University, and Indiana 
University-Northwest. A lifelong Yankees fan as 
well as an eclectic lecturer, his test answers inevi-
tably included the number of Babe Ruth’s home 
runs or Lou Gehrig’s Ironman streak.   

After moving to Indiana, Bill started volunteer-
ing to teach science to fifth grade students in the 
Gary, Indiana, school system, in what he named 
the Atwater program. Over the course of 13 years, 
he introduced hundreds of students to scientific 
thinking and experimentation. A resident of Val-
paraiso, he was a long-time adult leader in Boy 
Scout Troop 907 and hiked the Philmont Scout 
Ranch twice. 

Virginia passed away in 2012 and Bill moved 
back to North Carolina shortly thereafter. He was 
diagnosed with cancer in 2015 but was saved by 
an experimental whipple procedure at Duke Uni-
versity Medical Center. Following his recovery, he 
ran two of his six Marine Corps marathons. After 
moving to Wilson, he met and married Linda Pet-
ty in 2017, and considered himself lucky to have 
met two great loves in his life.   

He is survived by his mother, Esther; wife, Lin-
da; sons, William (Sharon) and Nicholas (Kari); 
stepson, Steve (Amy); nine grandchildren; two 
sisters; and multiple nieces and nephews.   

Memorial services are limited due to COVID.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to 

Disabled American Veterans, 700 Albemarle Ave., 
Greenville, NC 27834 or Duke University Medical 
Center, 20 Duke Medicine Circle, NC 27710. 

Condolences directed to Joyner’s Funeral Home 
and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Amir Sha’hill Ramsingh
Amir Sha’hill Ramsingh, infant, died Tuesday, 

April 20, 2021. Funeral will be held at 6 p.m. Fri-
day, April 30, at Carrons Funeral Home. Burial 
will be private for the family. Arrangements are 
by Carrons Funeral Home.  

Columbus Shirley
SNOW HILL — Columbus Shirley, 72, died 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Stevens Funeral Home, Wilson.
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NCAA rules require specta-
tors to wear face masks. 

“As soon as we got the bid, they 
contacted us. We were approved 
a couple of weeks ago,” Patterson 
said. “We have been working on 
it since day one since we got ap-
proved to host these games.”

Preparations required an all-
hands-on-deck effort from the 
city’s recreation staff, parks 
crew and part-time employees. 

“You are looking at 30 to 40 
staff members that have been put 
together in different working jobs 
to get the event ready to be played 
today and for the rest of the 
week,” Patterson said on Tuesday. 

Wilson is one of the three 
non-college sites hosting NCAA 
men’s and women’s soccer tour-
nament matches, along with fa-
cilities in Greensboro, Matthews 
and Cary. Collegiate hosts are 
East Carolina University, UNC 
Greensboro, UNC Wilmington 
and Campbell University.

The Wilson Police Department 
and Wilson County EMS are 
pitching in for the tournaments. 
Wilson’s Greenlight Community 
Broadband is airing games on 
Channel 22 and providing an 
online livestream. 

‘GORGEOUS’ FACILITIES 

Lisa Ewing of Salt Lake City 
said she was thrilled to be in Wil-
son to watch her daughter, Na-
val Academy freshman Sophie 
Ewing, compete in the tourney. 

“This is the first time I have 
gotten to see her this season 
because of the COVID regula-
tions,” Ewing said. “I have been 
watching her on TV. It is causing 
a little bit of tears, but it’s great.”

Ewing said the facilities are 
impressive. 

“We have actually been here 
before because Sophie’s comp 
soccer team back in Utah played 
through the national league, 
and so we have been here twice 
before,” Ewing said. “So this is 
almost like coming home. She is 
very familiar with these facilities.”

Lynda Flewwellin came from 
Clayton to see Tuesday’s game 
and support New Mexico.

“I am here because my friend 
from first grade is the parent of 
one of the players, and she is 
here in town from Montana,” 
Flewwellin said. “I haven’t seen 
her in years.”

Stacy and Josh Swiger from 
Atlanta came to support daugh-
ter Molly Swiger, a senior Navy 
goalkeeper.

“Wilson is a beautiful town. Josh 
worked in the car while I drove 
today, so I got to see the town of 
Wilson driving in, and it is incred-
ibly beautiful. We are very happy 

to be here,” Stacy Swiger said.
The Swigers called the Gillette 

Athletic Complex “gorgeous.”
“We used the restroom 

facilities when we got here 
after our long drive,” Stacy 
Swiger said. “It is very well 
kept. This is an amazing fa-
cility for your community to 
be able to use.”

‘ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME 

OPPORTUNITY’

Hunt High School senior Trey 
Wheeler was among the part-
time workers helping with the 

tournament. His job was help-
ing spectators find their seats. 

“It’s crazy to think that teams 
from all over the country are 
coming here to play at Gillette. 
It’s an experience,” Wheeler 
said. “This field looks amazing. 
Our facility has been great the 
last few years I have worked 
here. They are beautiful fields.”

Wilson Academy of Applied 
Technology sophomore Jazmyn 
Fuentes said working the tour-
nament as a ball girl was “a 
once-in-a lifetime opportunity 
for me.”

Fuentes said she brags about 

the fields all the time.
Hunt High senior Kodi Shalabi 

played soccer for four years and 
sees the tournaments as some-
thing to help him grow as a player.

“It’s a great experience, es-
pecially for us soccer players,” 
Shalabi said. “I feel like being 
able to watch people that are 
better than us, you get to learn 
more things about soccer and 
the sport and learn how some 
people play and how they grew 
up playing with the players 
around them and the chemistry 
as well.”

Shalabi said he’s grateful that 

Wilson is serving as a tourna-
ment site. 

“I just want to thank the NCAA 
for letting us host this tournament 
at Gillette,” he said. “I think it is a 
great attraction for people in our 
community .I feel like it is a great 
opportunity for more things to 
open up as we grow higher up in 
the soccer community.”

Sitting in a golf cart on the 
sidelines, Edmonds was able to 
watch some of the action. 

“In the renovation of the facil-
ity, we built it in mind of travel 
and tourism and hosting as many 
events as possible, so we’re excited 
that this right here is just another 
stepping stone for other events 
that we can host down the road 
that would showcase not only 
Wilson, but our supporting com-
munity of Wilson,” Edmonds said. 
“It is definitely something that we 
will have on our résumé and our 
bucket list of things we have ac-
complished for the rest of our life.”

Games are scheduled at 6 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 1 and 
6 p.m. on Sunday.

Attendance is limited to 400 
spectators for each match due to 
COVID-19 precautions. Tickets 
are $10 per game and are avail-
able online at WAWtix.com.  

ONLINE EXTRA

Kicks: ‘It’s crazy to think that teams from all over the country are coming here’

New Mexico parents and fans take pictures as players’ names are announced during Tuesday’s NCAA women’s 
soccer tournament opener at the Gillette Athletic Complex. Drew C. Wilson | Times

New Mexico’s Alexa Kirton, center, and Navy’s Emily Keast, right, go up to head the ball during Tuesday’s 
NCAA tournament game at the Gillette Athletic Complex. New Mexico’s Myah Isais is shown at left. Drew C. 

Wilson | Times

New Mexico’s Brynn Boeyink, 
left, and Navy’s Carolyn Mang, 
right, go head to head in the 
teams’ first-round NCAA Division 
I championship match Tuesday at 
the Gillette Athletic Complex. Drew 

C. Wilson | Times

continued from page 1A

New Mexico and Navy players compete close to the goal in Tuesday’s NCAA Division I 
women’s soccer tournament match in Wilson. Drew C. Wilson | Times

New Mexico’s Myah Isais, left, and Navy’s Victoria Tran race for the ball during Tuesday’s 
NCAA Division I women’s soccer tournament matchup in Wilson. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Scan this QR code with your 

smartphone or mobile device 

to watch a video posted with 

this story online.
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Wilson artists create 
Jimi Hendrix portrait
By Janelle Clevinger
Special to the Times

Jimi Hendrix is widely 
considered one of the 20th 
century’s most influential 
musicians, despite his ca-
reer as an active featured 
artist lasting only four 
years before his untimely 
death at age 27. 

More than 50 years after 
his death in 1970, Hendrix 
art and memorabilia are 
still in demand as his mu-
sic and legacy continue 
with a new generation of 
fans.

Wilson artists Sebas-
tian Correa and Clinton 
Wenz are contributing to 
the “all things Hendrix” 
scene with their work 
at Rockstars & Flowers 
Gallery, 101 W. Nash St. 
Downtown Wilson visi-
tors may have noticed 
the large, bright paint-
ings of musicians and 
singers in the windows 
of their corner store, as 
well as the colorful out-
side mural of jazz great 
Miles Davis “blowing” 
flowers from his trum-
pet. 

Correa and Wenz, the 
gallery’s co-founders, 
said a music education 
nonprofit in Seattle re-
cently asked them to do-
nate a Hendrix-inspired 
piece for a fundraising 
auction.

“I feel privileged and 
honored to be able to do 
this for them,” Correa 
said. “I am a huge fan of 
Jimi Hendrix, and I loved 
the opportunity to do this. 

I’m grateful for the consid-
eration.”

The multimedia art-
work, which will soon be 
shipped to Seattle, has a 
unique story behind the 
materials with which it’s 
made: items left by fans 
at Hendrix’s gravesite 
in Renton, Washington. 
The woman who main-
tains Hendrix’s gravesite 
shipped a package to Cor-
rea and Wenz. 

“This is a one-of-a-kind 
piece of art made from 
guitar picks, letters, flow-
ers and other items left 
there by visitors,” Correa 
said.

He has enough leftover 
items to create another 
piece of art sometime in 
the future.

“There were notes and 
messages on more than 
half of the stuff in that 
box sent to us,” Wenz 
said. “We touched every 
piece beforehand and 
read all the messages. 
Then we sorted them 
into colors and textures, 
and at that point, they 
just became pieces of the 
project.”

The artwork was made 
using a vinyl image of 
Hendrix created by Correa 
and Wenz and placed on a 
piece of glass. 

Items from the gravesite 
were glued to the back of 
a shadow box and then 
covered with epoxy. A few 
notes and letters from the 
gravesite settled at the bot-
tom of the shadow box.

“I think this is a great 
piece that shows the cul-

mination of both of our 
experiences and talent,” 
Wenz said. “We create all 
our art together and col-
laborate on everything.”

The two artists don’t 
have as much time to 
work together as they’d 
like, with both Correa and 
Wenz having full-time 
jobs. 

Wenz is the chief oper-
ating officer of Mercury 
Signs, a large-scale corpo-
rate sign company in the 
Triangle, and Correa is a 
co-owner of Artisan Leaf, 
a tobacco leaf resurfacing 
company in Wilson known 
for producing high-end 
furniture and gifts.

Correa and Wenz, as 
Rockstars and Flowers, 
produce mainly paintings, 
murals and multimedia 
pieces depicting musi-
cians, although a few 
sports figures can be seen 
around the studio. 

Many of the pieces use 
acrylic and house paint 
on old record albums that 
have been attached to re-
purposed panels.  

Spring scene 
Steers while away the day in a field of buttercups on the Gardner Farm outside Mac-

clesfield on Monday. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Sebastian Correa, left, kids around with Jon the dog while he and and Clinton Wenz, 
owners of the Rockstars and Flowers art gallery on Nash Street, stand beside their Jimi 
Hendrix creation that will be auctioned in Hendrix’s hometown to benefit Seattle-area 
music education. Janelle Clevinger | Special to the Times

“This is a one-of-

a-kind piece of art 

made from guitar 

picks, letters, 

flowers and other 

items left there by 

visitors”

SEBASTIAN CORREA,  

artist

(252) 291-1195

wilsoncc.eduOPEN NOW!
Registration is

invest in
  yourself.
invest in 
  yourself.
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Senior center distributes fresh food boxes 
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

Wilson County’s older 
adults now have a way 
to access locally grown 
vegetables, meats and 
other products thanks to a 
federal coronavirus relief 
program. 

“It’s really a blessing,” 
said Wilson resident 
Dominique Williams, who 
recently retrieved a box of 
fresh food from the Wil-
son County Senior Activ-
ity Center. 

Williams was picking up 
the food for her 77-year-
old mother. 

“It’s a good thing for the 
seniors,” she said.

Williams appreciated 
that all the food was fresh, 
local and healthful.  

“That’s even better,” she 
said. 

The Upper Coastal Plain 

Area Agency on Aging 
awarded $202,000 to the 
Nash County Farmers 
Market to increase ac-
cess to fresh produce for 
adults 60 and older in a 
five-county region that in-
cludes Wilson. The Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act 
funded the grant. 

The Nash County Farm-
ers Market uses farmers 
and producers in Wilson, 
Edgecombe, Nash, Halifax 
and Northampton coun-
ties for 100% of food box 
contents. The Wilson 
County Senior Activity 
Center held its first food 
box distribution last week.  

Wilson’s allotment 
includes 63 boxes each 
week through Sept. 30. 
Each box contains a 
produce item, grain and 
protein. 

To receive a food box, 
individuals must register 

by the Friday before the 
pickup date by calling 252-
294-1755. 

Wilson’s distribution 
is held from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. each Thursday at the 
senior center for people 
60 and older. Recipients 
must be Wilson County 
residents. 

“This is truly a hyperlo-
cal box,” said Maurine 
Nowell Brown, Nash 
County Farmers Market 
manager. “These products 
come from less then 30 
miles from Wilson. It’s so 
important to know where 
your food comes from.” 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY 

Aging services special-
ist Kesha Howell said the 
Wilson County Senior 
Activity Center looks for-
ward to the distribution 
each week. 

Howell said about 16 

farmers across the five-
county region are partici-
pating in the program. 

“It’s helping the local 
and minority farmers and 
giving back to the com-
munity at the same time,” 
Howell said. “It was just 
an opportunity for us to 
really reach out to our se-
niors in Wilson County.” 

Howell said the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has been 
difficult for many seniors. 

“This is a way to give 
back to them and give 
them access to these foods 
they may not otherwise be 
able to obtain,” she said. 

Howell said senior cen-
ter employees decided to 
compile healthy recipes 
that can be made from the 
food boxes’ contents each 
week. 

“We’re excited to be able 
to host this event,” Howell 

said. “We know it’s such 
a great need in our com-
munity.” 

“You just have to call 
and register,” Howell 
said. “Each week, we will 
confirm with the partici-
pants.” 

Residents who request a 
food box but aren’t among 
the first 63 to sign up will 
be added to the recipient 
list for the following week. 

Senior center employees 
have contacted churches 
and senior living com-
munities to make people 
aware of the program.

Those who call to sign 
up for a food box will be 
asked to provide their 
name, phone number and 
birth date.

“You must be a resident 
of Wilson County and 60 
and older,” Howell said. 
“It’s a blessing to be able 

to do this and see the se-
niors’ faces. They are so 
happy and grateful.” 

Food boxes available 
The Upper Coastal Plain Area 

Agency on Aging and Wilson 

County Senior Activity 

Center are sponsoring food 

box giveaways from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. every Thursday 

through Sept. 30 for Wilson 

County residents age 60 

and older. Only 63 boxes are 

available each week, and 

registration is required. To 

sign up, call 252-294-1755 

by the Friday before the 

following week’s pickup. 

Boxes are distributed at 

the Wilson County Senior 

Activity Center, 1808 

Goldsboro St. 

Wilson County Schools 
hires 9 employees 

Each month, the Wilson 
County Board of Educa-
tion releases its personnel 
list showing employees 
who have been hired 
along with those who 
retired or resigned from 
the system in the previous 
month. The Wilson Times 
publishes the list each 
month.

The school board ap-
proved the following em-
ployment changes at its 
April 19 meeting.

HIRINGS

• Amy Thornton, school 
improvement specialist, 
central office.

• Michelle Anderson, 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security 
Act interventionist, Barnes 
Elementary.

• Lafisha Hinton, third 
grade teacher, Barnes El-
ementary.

• Melissa Proctor, Wolf-
pack Ways to Optimize 

Reading/Writing for Kids 
statewide interventionist, 
Lucama Elementary.

• Gene Simmons, Junior 
ROTC teacher, Fike High.

• LaTanya Taylor, kin-
dergarten teacher, Win-
stead Elementary. 

• Tequilla Taylor, Eng-
lish teacher, Wilson Acad-
emy of Applied Technol-
ogy.

• Douglas Barron, ex-
ceptional children teacher 
assistant, Darden Middle.

• James Starling, tech-
nology employee II, tech-
nology department.

RESIGNATIONS

• Samantha Douglas, 
second grade teacher, 
New Hope Elementary.

• Sara Gutierrez, sixth 
grade English as a second 
language teacher, Elm 
City Middle.

• Kerri Martins, eighth 
grade math teacher, Tois-
not Middle.

• Caitlyn Snelson, sci-
ence teacher, Fike High. 

RETIREMENTS

• Sandra Davis, excep-
tional children teacher, 
Hunt High.

• Thomas Haitema, 
Spanish teacher, Fike 
High. 

• Lisa Lewis, career and 
technical education busi-
ness teacher, Hunt High.

• Roger May, physi-
cal education teacher, 
Frederick Douglass and 
Stantonsburg elementary 
schools.

• Thomas McCormick, 
JROTC teacher, Hunt 
High.

• Sandy Morgan, sixth 
grade math teacher, Tois-
not Middle.

• Suzanne Overholt, 
speech language patholo-
gist, New Hope Elemen-
tary.

• Lori Robbins, art 
teacher, Hunt High. 

Volunteers Durbie Howell, left, and Dennis Carter load a fresh food box into a Wilson 
County resident’s car as part of a new program designed to help older adults gain access to 
healthy foods. Olivia Neeley | Times

Fresh produce, meats and other foods from local farmers and producers are available 
for Wilson County residents age 60 and older. The Wilson County Senior Activity Center 
receives 63 boxes per week through a federal COVID-19 assistance grant. Olivia Neeley | 
Times
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Police charge 7 in Wilson catalytic converter thefts
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com 

| 252-265-7879

Seven suspects collec-
tively face more than 100 

charges in a 
rash of Wilson 
catalytic con-
verter thefts. 

Wilson 
Police Capt. 
Steve Stroud 
said the 
larcenies 

occurred over the last 
several months. The ar-
rests include two suspects 
apprehended by the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office 
last week. Nash County 
officials said an interview 
with the pair provided 
information leading to 
charges in nearly two 
dozen cases. 

FACING CHARGES 

• Joshua A. Bray, 28, 
of Wilson, is charged 

with 19 counts each of 
felony causing injury 
to property to obtain 
nonferrous metal and 
felony larceny of mo-
tor vehicle parts. He 

received a 
$285,000 se-
cured bond. 

• Justin C. 
Hales, 31, 
of Lucama, 
is charged 
with two 
counts each 

of felony causing injury 
to property to obtain 
nonferrous metal and 
felony larceny of mo-
tor vehicle parts. Hales 
received a $15,000 se-
cured bond. 

• Sara N. Keen, 25, of 
Wilson, is charged with 
six counts each of caus-
ing injury to property to 
obtain nonferrous metal 
and six counts of felony 
larceny of motor vehicle 
parts. Keen received an 
$8,000 secured bond.  

• Ernest M. Owens III, 
32, of Wilson, is charged 
with seven counts each 
of felony causing injury 
to property to obtain 
nonferrous metal and 

felony lar-
ceny of motor 
vehicle parts. 
He received 
a $105,000 
bond. 

• Alan W. 
Ruffin, 33, 
of Stantons-

burg, has pending ar-
rest warrants charging 

him with six 
counts each 
of felony 
causing in-
jury to prop-
erty to obtain 
nonferrous 
metal and 
felony lar-
ceny of motor 

vehicle parts. 
Nash County sher-

iff ’s deputies arrested 
30-year-old Brittany M. 

Pierce of Wilson and 
28-year-old Christopher 
R. Tyndall of Kenly last 
week. Tyndall faces 23 
counts each of causing 
injury to property to ob-

tain nonfer-
rous metal 
and larceny 
of motor ve-
hicle parts. 
Pierce faces 
seven counts 
of each 
charge. 

METAL SOLD FOR MONEY

Catalytic converters are 
the part of a car’s exhaust 
system that reduces burnt 
engine gases and pollut-
ants. Thieves use battery-
operated reciprocating 
saws to cut the ends and 
remove them from under-
neath the vehicle, which 
officials say can be done 
within a matter of minutes.

Thieves often steal 
catalytic converters after 

business hours and on 
weekends. Any vehicle 
can be considered a tar-
get, according to Wilson 
County officials.

Perpetrators target 
these parts because they 
contain precious or rare 
metal that can be sold 

at metal recycling busi-
nesses. Officials say vic-
tims won’t be aware their 
converter was stolen 
until they turn on their 
ignition and hear a loud 
noise that sounds as if 
the car has a detached 
muffler.   

City buildings, meetings 
reopening to public

Keen

Bray Hales OwensRuffin

By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

Wilson is returning to 
business as usual with 
plans to reopen city build-
ings to the public and re-
sume in-person meetings. 

“I am really excited 
about being together 
again,” said Mayor Carl-
ton Stevens. “Virtual 
meetings were OK and did 
the job, but nothing beats 
human interaction.”

When the pandemic hit, 
Wilson City Council shift-
ed its meetings to a hybrid 
model, with some officials 
participating remotely and 
members of the public 
seated in a separate room 
instead of the council 
chambers. As the battle 
against COVID-19 con-
tinued, the meetings tran-
sitioned to a fully virtual 
format with a livestream 
on Vimeo.

The council’s morn-
ing work sessions where 
projects are discussed but 
action usually isn’t taken 
will be held at the Charles 
Pittman Operations Cen-
ter, while the evening 
meetings will resume in 
the council chambers at 
City Hall. 

While both meetings 
are public, work ses-
sions don’t include time 
reserved for public com-
ments like the monthly 
evening meetings. 

All other city boards 
and commissions will 
resume in-person meet-
ings in May. Seating at all 

meetings will follow social 
distancing guidelines and 
masks are required. 

Stevens said the city will 
continue livestreaming the 
meetings online, and staff 
members are investigating 
the use of American Sign 
Language interpreters or 
closed captioning.

“We want to make sure 
as many of our citizens 
that want to be a part of 
the meeting have the op-
portunity to do so,” he 
said.

City buildings are re-
opening to the public 
starting Monday, with all 
residents asked to follow 
the three Ws. 

Protective glass has 
been added to many cus-
tomer service areas, and 
only eight or nine people 
will be allowed in the 
Customer Service Center 
lobby at a time. To avoid 
longer wait times due to 
the reduced capacity, Wil-
sonians are encouraged 
to continue using online 
services along with the 
service center’s drive-thru 
lanes and the Fikewood 
police substation.

A kiosk has been added 
to the downtown service 
center to allow customers 
to make instant utility or 
Greenlight payments with 
cash, check and credit 
card 24 hours a day.

“Throughout the pan-
demic, we have focused 
on providing city ser-
vices as safely as possible. 
Some city services were 
transitioned to online or 
contact was minimized,” 

said Rebecca Agner, the 
city’s communications 
and marketing director, 
noting such changes were 
made to the inspections, 
development and public 
works departments. “We 
are excited to be reopen-
ing our buildings to the 
community and ask that 
everyone respect the safe-
ty precautions in place.”

Masks are no longer re-
quired in city parks. Agner 
said recreation centers 
and programs will gradu-
ally reopen in the coming 
weeks. Wilsonians are 
encouraged to follow the 
Wilson city government 
and Wilson Parks and 
Recreation social media 
accounts for updates. 

“We’ve heard from 
many customers that the 
pandemic provided an op-
portunity to try different 
ways to interact with the 
city,” she concluded.  

Mayor Carlton Stevens adjourns his first Wilson City Council meeting after taking office in 
December 2019 with Councilman Tom Fyle seated at his right. The council is resuming in-
person meetings after holding hybrid and remote sessions during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Drew C. Wilson | Times file photo 

“Throughout the 

pandemic, we 

have focused on 

providing city 

services as safely 

as possible. Some 

city services were 

transitioned to 

online or contact 

was minimized,”

CARLTON STEVENS, mayor 

of Wilson



RALEIGH — 
The problem 
with freedom 
is that other 
people may 
do things that 
trouble, annoy 
or even anger 
you. In a free 
society, you 
have no au-

thority to stop them.
Strictly speaking, that’s 

not a problem. It’s a solu-
tion. Throughout most of 
human history, much suf-
fering has derived from a 
lack of freedom. One faction 
obtained government power, 
wielded it to impose its mor-
al, social or political values 
on others, and then either 
successfully or unsuccess-
fully made its imposition 
stick with violence or intimi-
dation. Another faction, ag-
grieved, eventually obtained 
power of its own and then 
retaliated.

Abuses of power begat 
more abuses. Winner-take-
all thinking produced many 
losers in a ceaseless circle of 
strife.

Freedom is a solution in a 
world of conflicting values 
— which is, in fact, the only 
world we’ve got. If you are 
free to worship Baal and I am 
free to worship God, one of 
us is likely to be in dire moral 
peril. But at least I am not 
also fearful of being tyran-
nized or killed for acting on 
my beliefs, and you can say 
the same.

Moreover, in a free society, 
I have more than just the 
right to worship as I please. 
I also have the right to at-
tempt to evangelize you, 
just as you have the right to 
try to sell me the full Baal-
Believers benefits package, 
complete with free ginsu 
knives for ritual sacrifice. 
(Did you know they can cut 
through these tin cans as 
easily as through a ripe to-
mato?)

Of course, in a free society, 
there’s nothing that says one 

has to listen. Therein lies the 
problem. 

In my experience, liberty 
lovers fail to appreciate 
how difficult it is for most 
human beings to handle 
not being listened to, and 
to be confronted with the 
fact that others are doing 
something self-destructive 
or wrong but can’t be en-
joined from continuing. 
Such psychic pain is also 
an inalienable facet of hu-
man nature. It can be ex-
cruciating.

Yielding to the temptation 
to use government coercion 
to make this pain go away is 
wrong — no less than yield-
ing to other kinds of injurious 
temptations — but surely one 
can understand why it hap-
pens.

It has become fashionable 
in today’s society to attri-
bute this behavior primarily 
to religious conservatives, 
who are typically portrayed 
as puritanical busybodies 
or hypocrites. But I find at 
least as much willingness 
among groups on the politi-
cal Left to use governmen-
tal coercion to impose their 
beliefs at the point of a gun.

They try to police speech 
and engage in viewpoint 
discrimination on public 
university campuses. They 
seek restrictions on adver-
tising, either because they 
don’t like the products be-
ing sold or because they 
don’t think consumers 
are smart enough to un-
derstand the claims being 
made. They claim the right 
to impose restrictions on 
wages, prices, working 
hours and other conditions 
of employment regardless 
of what the parties to an 
employment contract may 
seek or think is fair. And 
they claim the right to force 
devoutly Christian bakers 
and florists to help them 
celebrate weddings or com-
municate messages that 
violate the Christians’ deep-
est religious convictions.

Freedom isn’t easy. It re-
quires us to be grownups, to 
settle for living in a society 
in which some people, no 
matter how hard we try, just 
aren’t going to do what we 
say or believe what we be-
lieve. 

It requires hippies to re-
spect the rights of Southern 
Baptists, and those with less 
to respect the rights of those 
with more, and gays to respect 
the rights of straights, and 
pacifists to respect the rights 
of hunters. 

Yes, it also means the re-
verse in each case. It works 
both ways.

Yielding to the temptation 
to coerce inevitably creates 
a more serious problem 
than the problem of learning 
to live with daily annoyanc-
es and outrages — just as 
yielding to a strong tempta-
tion to drink or overeat can 
make one feel good in the 
short run but cause severe 
harm in the long run. Guess 
it’s time for a new 12-step 
program.

John Hood is a Carolina Jour-
nal columnist and author of 
the forthcoming novel “Moun-
tain Folk,” a historical fantasy 
set during the American revo-
lution (MountainFolkBook.
com).
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Opinion
THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 

not believe stands condemned already because they have not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. (John 3:18)

PRAYER:  Loving God, as I read the Bible, help me to understand your 

word. Amen. .

IN OUR OPINION

LETTERS

Biddle a natural 
choice to lead 
Wilson Police 
T

he Wilson Police Department is losing its longtime leader, 
but the top cop selected to succeed Chief Thomas Hopkins is 
cut from the same cloth.

Hopkins announced April 22 that he’ll retire from the city of 
Wilson effective June 1. On Monday, City Manager Grant Goings 
named Maj. Scott Biddle as the next police chief. It’s a fitting ap-
pointment for a seasoned lawman who’s distinguished himself 
for his community involvement and volunteer work while rising 
through the WPD’s ranks. 

Biddle recently earned the Wilson Human Relations Commis-
sion’s highest honor, the Paul Lee Stevens Humanitarian Award, 
for his work with the Wilson Police Athletic League, the United 
Way of Wilson County, Wilson Forward, the Gentlemen’s Agree-
ment youth mentoring program and the First United Methodist 
Church construction team. 

These efforts’ time commitment alone is staggering, and the 
results speak for themselves. Biddle received the United Way’s 
Leon Wilson Humanitarian Award in 2018, when he spearheaded 
the nonprofit’s $1.2 million annual fundraising campaign — a 
pinnacle also achieved in 2019 and 2020. Matt Whitley, who pre-
sented him with the honor, called Biddle “the perfect example of 
walking the walk.”  

“He definitely has a big heart for important issues that affect 
Wilson,” Whitley added. Those words ring as true today as they 
did three years ago. 

While we expect Biddle to put his own stamp on the Wilson PD, 
he and his predecessor share a genuine passion for community 
policing and youth outreach. It’s a safe bet that support for the 
Police Athletic League, now a full-fledged nonprofit auxiliary of 
the department, will continue.

Biddle isn’t just filling out a uniform to represent the police 
department on boards and commissions. He’s also a cop’s cop 
who’s walked in the shoes of the men and women he will lead as 
chief.

A city news release on Biddle’s appointment details his impres-
sive resumé, with stints as a patrol officer, senior police officer 
and detective before making rank. He’s worked in the narcotics 
division and Problem-Oriented Response Team, led the Special 
Response Team tactical unit and even temporarily parked his 
cruiser to patrol the city by bicycle. 

He’s done nearly every job at the police station except sweeping 
the floor, and given his penchant for volunteering, we’re not so 
sure he’s never pushed a broom to keep the place tidy. 

When a department head retires, particularly from a prominent 
public safety post, governments are faced with a choice between 
casting a wide net for new leadership or promoting from within. 
Both strategies can produce exceptional leaders, and either op-
tion carries its own unique risks. 

Hiring consultants to conduct a nationwide search can bring 
transformational talent to an organization, but it tends to 
reduce morale among current employees who may feel over-
looked and underappreciated. Promotion provides reassurance 
that the top rungs of the occupational ladder aren’t broken, but 
it can fuel perceptions of favoritism or Tammany Hall-style of-
fice politics.  

While neither approach is always a surefire success, it’s clear 
that in this case, Goings made the right call. Maj. Biddle — soon 
to be Chief Biddle — is a home-run hire. 

Wilson isn’t afraid to import new leaders with fresh ideas when 
warranted, but the city also shows an encouraging commitment 
to growing its own talent pool. Biddle’s ascension mirrors that 
of Fire Chief Albert Alston, who joined Wilson Fire/Rescue Ser-
vices at age 19 and proved himself by taking on ever-increasing 
responsibilities for nearly two decades before earning the nod in 
September 2017. 

Hopkins, who led the Wilson Police Department to attain the 
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies’ 
gold-standard distinction — an elite honor that only 13 of 160 ac-
credited agencies achieved in 2018 — leaves big shoes to fill. His 
presence and influence will be missed. 

But if anyone can build on Hopkins’ foundation of responsive, 
professional and community-minded policing in the coming 
years, Biddle is the right man for the job. 

Congratulations to Chief Hopkins on his well-deserved retire-
ment, and congratulations to Maj. Biddle on succeeding his 
friend and mentor. The Wilson Police Department is in good 
hands.

Paxton saves fig bush 
with sentimental value 

I would like to thank my 
boss, Coalter Paxton III, for 
saving the fig bush at the Pax-
ton Bonded Storages office on 
Tuesday. 

The saplings came from my 
grandparents’ farm in Edge-
combe County. My grand-
parents purchased the farm 
in 1912. The saplings were 
dug up sometime in 2000 and 
brought to the 225 Walnut St. 
office and planted. The farm 
was since sold in 2018.

My boss’s father, Coalter 
Paxton, babied the plant and 
took care of it diligently. Many 
years of fig picking, fig eating 
and putting up fig preserves 
have been enjoyed.

Due to recent issues at the 
office, we were told the work-
ers would have to destroy the 
fig bush to make repairs. I 
was heartbroken. I would love 
to say thank you to my boss 
publicly for allowing this bush 
to continue to thrive at the of-
fice. The workers were able 
to work around the bush and 
not destroy it. Happy fig years 
ahead!

Joan Cummings

WILSON  

Watch, pray and listen

Citizens of this world, do 
you wonder what in the world 
is going on?

You know the whole world 
is fighting this COVID-19 

disease. We really don’t know 
where it’s coming from or 
what this disease is. My belief 
is that among the thousands 
who have gone on before us, 
some had to have been wear-
ing  masks, gloves and hand 
sanitizer, so what is really go-
ing on? What are we breath-
ing into our lungs? What is up 
in the air that we’re not being 
told about?

My advice is that everyone 
should begin to pray to their 
God for a breakthrough and 
live their lives. Each and every 
day the good Lord wakes you 
up with health and strength to 
see another day, enjoy your-
self to the fullest.

Sandra Hines

WILSON  

Resist the temptation to coerce 
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JOHN 
HOOD

“They seek 

restrictions on 

advertising, either 

because they don’t 

like the products 

being sold or 

because they don’t 

think consumers 

are smart enough 

to understand 

the claims being 

made.”



Katie Naomi Williams
March 26, 1958 — April 29, 2021

Katie “Kay” Naomi Williams, 63, of Wilson, 
passed away Thursday. Her graveside service 

will be held at 3 p.m. 
Sunday in Maple-
wood Cemetery, 
Wilson. The Rev. 
Benny Poythress will 
officiate.

The family will re-
ceive friends 6-8 p.m. 
Saturday at Joyner’s 
Funeral Home, 4100 
Raleigh Road Park-
way, Wilson.

Kay is survived by 
her loving husband, 
Charles “Bobby” Wil-
liams of the home; 

cousins, Frank Stancil 
and wife, Judy, of Cary 

and Brenda Massey of Wilson; sisters-in-law, 
Peggy Ward of Lexington, Carolyn Williams 
of Wilson and Janice Sherrod of Bailey; loving 
niece, Christy Barnes and husband, Jason, along 
with three other nieces and five nephews; her 
special friends, Bettie Edwards and Mary Ver-
non Creech; and her loving pets, Lucy, Buster, 
Reagan and Oscar.

She was preceded in death by her son, Steven 
Keen; and her parents, Nettie Davis and Edward 
Barnes.

In lieu of flowers, please consider memorials 
in Kay’s memory to Calvary Pentecostal Church, 
2606 Downing St. SW, Wilson, NC 27893.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Alberta Battle Chatman
Aug. 15, 1933 — April 8, 2021

CLIFFWOOD, N.J. — Alberta “Hester” Battle 
Chatman, 87, formerly of Lucama, passed 

away April 8, 2021. 
Funeral services 
were held April 14 
in Rahway, New 
Jersey.

Alberta was the 
youngest of 17 chil-
dren born to the late 
John Hardy and Lu-
tory Fields Battle. 
In addition to her 
parents, she was 
preceded in death 
by her husband, 
Charlie “D-Fly” 
Chatman.

Local survivors are 
her sister, Luberta B. 

James; and sisters-in-law, Mary T. Battle, Ruby 
Chatman, Dorothy Bunch, Sylvia Carter and 
Janice Chatman.

Arrangements are by Gundrum Funeral Ser-
vice, South Amboy, New Jersey.  

Arnold Ruffin Brantley Jr.
Jan. 23, 1940 — April 27, 2021

Arnold “A.J.” Ruffin Brantley Jr., 81, passed 
away Tuesday. A graveside service will be held 

at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 30, in the Bai-
ley Town Cemetery.  
Donnie Eatmon will 
officiate.

The family will re-
ceive friends imme-
diately following the 
service in the Bailey 
Town Cemetery.

A.J. grew up in 
the Bailey area 
and attended high 
school in Bailey. He 
served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1957-61, 

spending a portion of 
that time in Morocco, 

North Africa.
After serving his country, A.J. came back 

to Bailey, where he lived with his family until 
his death. He worked in several industries but 
spent the largest portion of his working years 
in the building supply industry working for 
Carolina Builders in Wilson.

A.J. was an avid sportsman who enjoyed 
hunting and fishing with his friends and fam-
ily. He was known across Nash County for his 
walker hounds and when he wasn’t hunting 
deer with them, he often participated in fox 
hunting competitions with them all around 
North Carolina and Virginia. He had a passion 
for collecting, especially antiques and old tools. 
A.J.’s hobbies and outgoing personality helped 
him develop a network of friends from many 
backgrounds and many places. A.J. loved be-
ing surrounded by people, especially during 
cookouts and pig-pickings.  He will be fondly 
remembered for his devotion to his family and 
friends and his fun-loving spirit.

A.J. is survived by his loving wife of 62 years, 
Linda Eatmon Brantley of the home; daughter, 
Glenda Lamm and husband, Greg, of Spring 
Hope; son, Dale Brantley and wife, Christy, of 
Spring Hope; seven grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; sister, Jean Brantley Williams of 
Wilson; and his brother, Jacob “Jakie” Brantley 
and wife, Sandra, of Wilson.

He was preceded in death by his son, Danny 
Arnold Brantley; and his parents, Arnold and 
Mary Magaline Brantley.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s 
Funeral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.
net.

THE WILSON TIMES publishes brief death notices at 
no charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid 
basis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. the day before 
the obituary is to be published. Contact Lori Parrish 
at 252-265-7850 with questions. 

James Alan Overton Sr.
April 11, 1941 — April 24, 2021

James Alan Overton Sr., 80, of Wilson, passed 
away Saturday. A memorial service was held at 2 

p.m. Wednesday, April 
28, at Joyner’s Funeral 
Home, 4100 Raleigh 
Road Parkway, Wilson. 
The Rev. Rusty Russell 
officiated.

James is survived 
by his wife of 58 
years, Eleanor King 
Overton; daughter, 
Deborah Ann O. 
Caples and husband, 
Josh, of Brown Sum-
mit; son, James Alan 
Overton Jr. and wife, 
Kimberly, of Wilson; 

grandsons, Christopher 
Randell Bieri of Green-

ville, Samuel King Overton of Wilson and Jame-
son Alexander Overton of Wilson; and his sister, 
Sandra Hager.

Flowers are welcome or please consider me-
morials in James’ memory to the Masonic Home 
for Children of Oxford, 600 College St., Oxford, 
NC 27565.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Katie Carpenter Lynch
Katie “Kay” Carpenter Lynch, 87, of Wilson, 

died Monday, April 26, 2021.
Funeral was held at 11 a.m. Thursday, April 29, 

in Evergreen Memo-
rial Park.

She was a member 
of Forest Hills Baptist 
Church. Many will 
remember her from 
the Fike High School 
cafeteria as “Mis 
Edna.”

Mrs. Lynch is 
survived by her hus-
band, Marvin Lynch; 
daughter, Angie 
Maynard (Tom) of 
Knightdale; grand-

children, Benjamin 
Maynard and Alexan-
der Maynard; sisters, 

Rochelle Whitehead, Roselle Tyson of Nashville 
and Eleanor Howell of Grifton; and brothers, 
Truman Carpenter of Apex and Ravin Carpenter 
of Nashville.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Walter and Cleora Williams Carpenter; sisters, 
Anna Whitman, Mavis Webb, Betty Lou Earp 
and Ruth Bailey; and brothers, Redmon Carpen-
ter, Alton Carpenter and Walter Gray Carpenter 
Jr.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to 
the Forest Hills Baptist Church Building Fund, 
1407 Forest Hills Road NW, Wilson, NC 27896.

Arrangements are by Wilson Memorial Ser-
vice, 2811 Fieldstream Drive N., Wilson; www.
wilsonmemorialservice.com.
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Voting site swap stirs partisan debate 
Elections 
board to hold 
hearing on 
request 

By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

Wilson election officials toed 
party lines Tuesday in a 3-2 vote 
to hold a public hearing on a re-
quest to relocate the Crossroads 
precinct’s polling place. 

“Let me see if I understand. 
We have an individual mak-
ing a request to the Wilson 
County Board of Elections, 
which is resulting in a pub-
lic hearing?” said elections 
board member Robert D. 
Brown. “That seems absurd 
to me, and I will vote against 
this motion.”

During the elections board’s 
March meeting, member 
George Leach presented a letter 
he received from Lucama Com-
missioner Patricia Uzzell. Uzzell 
asked officials to move the poll-
ing place from the Crossroads 
Volunteer Fire Department to 
the Lucama Community Center, 
alleging voter intimidation by 
Mayor Jeff Johnson, who serves 
as the volunteer assistant fire 
chief, and his father, Lucama 
Commissioner David Johnson, 
who serves as the volunteer fire 
chief.

“(The letter) concludes by 

saying ‘because of irregulari-
ties’ — I’m not sure what they 
are — ‘illegalities’ — I’m not 
sure what they are — and ‘the 
implied connotation’ — but I 
have no idea what connotations 
she has in mind, so I find this 
letter to be no reason for us to 
even consider changing the 
polling place for Crossroads,” 
Brown said. 

Fellow Republican board 
member Doug Inscoe pointed 
out that Uzzell’s letter makes 
“vague” references to un-
named voters who Uzzell 
says the Johnsons intimi-
dated. 

“This letter, this person didn’t 
say that she was intimidated,” 
Inscoe said. “She didn’t say that 
she was so intimidated that she 
didn’t vote. She is saying other 
people. She is throwing things 
in the air.”

Democrats Leach and Wanda 
Davis said the elections board 
should hold a hearing to give 
the people referenced in Uz-
zell’s letter a chance to tell their 
story in their own words.

“I’m a little disturbed in this 
discussion because it sounds 
like we’re trying to put aside 
our duties and responsibili-
ties as a Board of Elections,” 
Leach said. “And I think one of 
the things we should be very 
concerned about is maintain-
ing the fairness and integrity 
of elections in Wilson County. 
If there is some type of friction 
or whatever it may be that has 
an effect on the voters in the 
polling place, then we should 
take a hard look at it and try to 
remedy it. That is our respon-

sibility.”
Uzzell provided board mem-

bers with a tour of the com-
munity center building on 
Monday, but she wasn’t present 
for Tuesday’s meeting. The 
Johnsons were in attendance, 
and they detailed how firefight-
ers assist elections personnel 
in setting up and taking down 
voting equipment at the fire 
station. 

Leach asked David Johnson 
whether he had “a conflict with 
anyone else in the community.”

“Not that I know of,” he re-
sponded. “No one came to me. I 
thought everything was running 
smooth.”

Uzzell is involved in a fed-
eral lawsuit accusing David 
Johnson of race-based dis-
crimination against Lucama 
town employees. The case re-
mains pending in U.S. District 
Court. 

The Board of Elections hasn’t 
released a date for the public 
hearing on Uzzell’s request to 
switch polling places.  

Katie Naomi Williams Arnold Ruffin Brantley Jr. James Alan Overton Sr.

Katie Carpenter Lynch

Alberta Battle Chatman

 

By the numbers
Wilson County’s Crossroads 

precinct has 2,209 registered 

voters, including 582 who live 

within Lucama’s town limits. In 

November’s general election, 

officials said 551 voters cast ballots 

at the Crossroads Volunteer Fire 

Department, which currently serves 

as the precinct’s polling site.  

Wilson County Board of Elections members tour the Lucama Community Center on Monday. The board 
discussed a request to relocate the Crossroads precinct’s polling place from the Crossroads Volunteer Fire 
Department to the community center during a Tuesday meeting. Brie Handgraaf | Times

Obituaries
continued from page 3A
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Visitors center to relocate near Whirligig Park
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com 

| 252-265-7821

Ten years after relocat-
ing to downtown, the 
Wilson Visitors Center is 
slated to move again, but 
this time it will be across 
the street from the Vollis 
Simpson Whirligig Park 
and next door to the new 
museum.

“The new location will 
be convenient for the visi-
tors offering a collage of 
attractions, art studios, 
shops, the food and brew-
ery scene and the recent 
opening of the Whirligig 
Museum offers a one-stop 
centralized location,” 
said Sandra Homes, the 
visitors center’s executive 
director.

The Wilson County 
Tourism Development Au-
thority voted Tuesday to 
spend $300,000 to buy 228 
Goldsboro St. from Cozart 
Farms, which is currently 
using the location as office 
space. 

Officials estimate reno-
vations will cost about 
$175,000, resulting in 
largely cosmetic changes 
as well as the addition of a 
rooftop deck. 

“The rooftop deck is 
going to be a nice feature 
because you’ll be eye level 
with the whirligigs,” said 
tourism board Chairman 
Dennis Johnson, who’s 
also general manager of 
Comfort Suites.

The board approved 
up to $5,000 for Maurer 
Architecture, a Raleigh-
based firm that will 
prepare layout plans 
and detail the deck’s 

structural requirements. 
Officials plan to reopen 
in the new location by 
mid-2022.

“There is no doubt 
that the Whirligig Park 
is becoming a destina-
tion for travelers. They 
are coming from all 
over, and when you 
have a destination site, 
you don’t want tourists 
to have to look for the 
visitors center,” said Rob 

Boyette, tourism board 
member and Wilson 
County Board of Com-
missioners chairman. 
“This will allow them to 
go to the park and cross 
the street to the visitors 
center to find out what 
else is available in the 

county. It is a great op-
portunity for all of Wil-
son County.”

The visitors center 
shared space with the 
Wilson Chamber of Com-
merce and Wilson Arts 
Center before branching 
out to a location off Inter-

state 95. In 2010, tourism 
officials purchased a for-
merly vacant 1925 bunga-
low house and spent more 
than $100,000 to renovate 
the property at 209 Broad 
St. 

The location near I-95 
averaged 38-60 visitors 
monthly, according to 
the Times’ archives. 
Homes said the down-
town location helped 30-
40 visitors a week before 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit.

Roughly two years ago, 
Johnson said the board 
started mulling the idea 
of relocating nearer to 
the Whirligig Park, but it 
wasn’t until earlier this 
year when the idea got 
traction, and Cozart’s 
almost 3,500-square-foot 
office was selected. 

Once complete, the visi-
tors center will have two 
offices as well as a local 
history room that high-
lights the area’s tobacco 
roots.

“From the perspective 
of downtown develop-
ment and the growth 
of our community as a 
whole, we are very ex-
cited about the new home 
for the Wilson Visitors 
Center at the epicenter 
of one of Wilson’s larg-
est tourist attractions,” 
said Kimberly Van Dyk, 
the city’s planning and 
community revitalization 
director.

Officials said the Broad 
Street home will be sold, 
but whether it stays with 
a commercial use or 
transitions to residen-
tial development is un-
known.  

The Wilson Visitors Center plans to relocate to 228 
Goldsboro St. following renovations, including the 
construction of a rooftop deck. Brie Handgraaf | Times

Wilson Visitors Center Executive Director Sandra Homes points out the future tourism 
headquarters on a map showing the 200 block of Goldsboro Street. Brie Handgraaf | Times
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Four decades later, time slithers away for Cobras
Lucama’s last state 
champs gather 
after 43 years

By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com  

| 265-7808

None of them looked like they 
could hit the cutoff man these 
days but the memories of the 13 
former players and two coaches 
from Lucama High’s 1978 state 
1-A baseball championship 
team were all that counted as 
the Cobras held a long-overdue 
reunion Saturday.

All but two living members 
of the last team to play for Lu-
cama High — 13 former play-
ers along with head coach Bob 
Pope and assistant coach Jimmy 
Tillman — congregated at the 
Lucama Community Center to 
share memories and laughs but 
mainly just relish being in one 
another’s company again.

“A lot of times you go to a 
reunion and it’s not as much 
fun as you thought he would 
be,” Pope said. “This one was 
probably more fun than any 
one I’ve ever been to. It was, it 
really was. It was like we had 
just finished playing our last 
home game and that’s when we 
picked it up. And I think every-
body had a great time.”

The Cobras certainly did have 
a great time after they played 
their last game in 1978. With 
Lucama High facing an impend-
ing future of becoming Lucama 

Elementary due to the merger of 
Wilson city and county schools, 
the Cobras went on a remark-
able run late in what had been a 
roller coaster of a season, with 
losing streaks, blowout wins 
and losses, bad-hop breaks 

and come-from-behind victo-
ries. Then as the final week of 
school commenced and summer 
knocked on the door, Lucama 
defeated Western champion 
Prospect in two straight games 
on a blistering hot Friday in the 

North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association 1-A cham-
pionship series at Fleming Sta-
dium.

With just a half-day of school 
left Monday, the Cobras floated 
into history as the third and fi-

nal state championship baseball 
team in Lucama High history.

“It was a real special time 
for all of us and I think that’s 
the way we remembered it,” 
Pope said. “He was. It’s hard 
to describe just how close they 
were. Those boys were just like 
a family. This group stayed close 
together no matter what the cir-
cumstances were.”

The Cobras certainly had 
standouts like junior shortstop 
Alan Boyette, senior first base-
man-pitcher Jeff Watson, senior 
second baseman Les Renfrow, 
junior pitcher Keith Lucas and 
senior third baseman Charles 
Curlings, but their strength was 
in the versatility throughout the 
lineup with numerous players 
fielding multiple positions. The 
players were as might be ex-
pected of a group of small-town 
kids — close-knit and friends 
since they were old enough to 
walk.

“It might not have been in the 
box score but everybody con-
tributed,” Renfrow said. “We 
couldn’t have done it without 
everybody that was on the team. 
It was a special group. It was a 
very special group.”

Besides deceased former 
players Victor Sauls and Mark 
Collier, the only two players 
who couldn’t make Saturday’s 
reunion were Larry Proctor and 
Lee Aycock. In fact, it was at the 
funeral of Collier that spurred 
some of the players to move to 
organize a reunion they’d been 

Players and coaches from Lucama High’s 1978 state 1-A baseball championship team reunited Saturday at 
Lucama Community Center, 43 years after the Cobras won the final games in school history. Attending were, 
front from left, Les Renfrow, assistant coach Jimmy Tillman, Alan Boyette, head coach Bob Pope and Gary 
Ferrell. Second row: Dean Lucas, Jeff Watson, Donald Parrish, Ronald Parrish and Eric Ferrell.  
Back row: Charles Curlings, Keith Lucas, Sandy Johnson, Ronald Bass and Doug Pope. Not pictured: Larry 
Proctor and Lee Aycock. In memoriam Mark Collier and Victor Sauls. Russell Rawlings | Contributed photo 

A Little opener for Fike
Demons outduel 

Pirates 1-0

By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com  

| 265-7807  

| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

The Fike High varsity 
baseball team had no few-
er than three opportuni-
ties to provide additional 

run support for junior 
right-hander Tristan Little 
during Tuesday’s sea-
son opener with Corinth 
Holders on Gilbert Ferrell 
Field.

With no such assistance 
forthcoming, Little and the 
Golden Demons defense 
proceeded to take matters 
into their own hands. 

Fike picked a pair of 
Corinth Holders runners 
off the base paths in the 

sixth and seventh innings, 
and an RBI single from 
junior Noah Joyner in the 
bottom of the first inning 
was sufficient to lift the 
Demons to a 1-0 victory 
over a Pirates squad that 
reached the North Caro-
lina High School Athletic 
Association 4-A champi-
onship series in 2019.

Little kept Corinth 

Fike’s Tristan 
Little threw 
a complete 
game on 
89 pitches 
Tuesday 
night to lead 
the Golden 
Demons to a 
1-0 victory 
over Corinth 
Holders 
at Gilbert 
Ferrell Field. 
Jimmy Lewis | 
Times

Family style: Lady Panthers stamp 
out Beddingfield to clinch EPC title
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com  

| 265-7807  

| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

A road trip through 
Wilson for the North John-
ston High varsity softball 
team typically entails a 
pregame stop at Parker’s 
Barbecue.

Opening day of girls 
tennis season — the Lady 
Panthers have four play-
ers that split their time 
between the two sports 
—  and a 7 p.m. first pitch 
at Beddingfield derailed 
those plans Monday night.

But the Lady Panthers 
weren’t a famished group 
after all, at least when it 
came to maintaining the 
top spot in the 2-A East-
ern Plains Conference. 
Discarding the 2020 sea-
son due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, North Johnston 
assured itself of its fourth 
outright EPC champion-
ship in succession and at 
least a share of its fifth in a 
row with a 19-1 victory in 
five innings.

In the only meeting 
between the familiar foes 
this season due to quaran-
tine issues at Beddingfield, 
the Lady Panthers won 
their 30th straight game 
against the EPC, climbing 
to 10-2 overall and 7-0 in 
conference play. Bedding-
field, which had won three 

in a row to rebound from 
an 0-3 start, dipped to 3-4 
against EPC opposition 
and in all games.

Relative inexperience 
on the North Johnston 
roster, with four seniors 
and eight underclassmen, 
is mitigated with an abun-
dance of talent. Only the 
four seniors own playoff 
experience due to the 
shortened season of 2020.

“I think we’re solid at 
each position,” North 
Johnston head coach 

Chris Batten said. “I don’t 
think we’ve got a weak 
spot on the field. I’ve got 
four kids that do pitch, 
and Arial (Pearce) of 
course is my No. 1 that 
changes the dynamic on 
the mound. I think we’ve 
got enough talent to make 
a decent run in the play-
offs. It’s going to be in-
teresting with the format 
being different.”

North Johnston pro-
duced 15 hits, with the 
left-handed Pearce go-

ing 2 for 5 with a bases-
clearing, three-run triple 
in the second. The Lady 
Panthers led 2-0 after one 
inning before taking on 
six runs in the second and 
seven more in the third.

Beddingfield, which im-
proved its defensive play 
significantly in its three 
wins, took a step back 
against a Lady Panthers 
offense that consistently 
put pressure on senior 

North Johnston’s Emma Scott arrives at home plate to meet Gabby Hales (6) after hitting 
a three-run home run in the third inning of Monday’s game at Beddingfield. The Lady 
Panthers won 19-1 in five innings to clinch the 2-A Eastern Plains Conference title. Jimmy 

Lewis | Times

See COBRAS, Page 2B

See FIKE, Page 3B

See PANTHERS, Page 3B

STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

Cameron Minga 
helped his Wilson 

Preparatory Academy 
boys soccer team to 
a winning season 
earlier this spring, 
making him the Farris 
& Thomas Law Attor-
neys Student-Athlete 
of the Week.

Cameron, a junior 
defensive outside 
midfielder, was part of 
a Tigers defense that 
posted four shutouts 
in eight games as Wil-
son Prep finished 5-2-
1 after a first-round 
loss in the North 
Carolina High School 
Athletic Association 
1-A playoffs.

The son of Alaina 
Artis and Colin Minga 
of Wilson, Cameron 
has a 3.7 GPA at Wil-
son Prep, where he 
takes Honors math 
and chemstry and 
Advanced Placement 

history, seminar and 
language. He is a 
member of Beta Club 
and National Honor 
Society.

Cameron works part-
time at Zaxby’s and 
previously played for 
Carolina Elite Soccer 
Academy of Green-
ville, South Carolina. 
In his spare time, 
Cameron likes to bowl 
and play tennis. He 
recently joined  bowl-
ing league at West-
view Lanes.

Cameron Minga 
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SPORTS ON TV

The Associated Press
(All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or blackouts

Friday, April 30
AUTO RACING
6:25 a.m.— Formula One: Practice, Algarve International Circuit, Portimão, 
Portugal (ESPNU)
9:55 a.m.— Formula One: Practice, Algarve International Circuit, Portimão, 
Portugal (ESPNU)
6:55 a.m. (Saturday)— Formula One: Practice, Algarve International Cir-
cuit, Portimão, Portugal (ESPN2)

COLLEGE BASEBALL
4 p.m.— Florida A&M at Norfolk St. (ESPNU)
7 p.m.— Vanderbilt at Florida (ESPNU)

CURLING (WOMEN’S)
7 p.m.— World Curling Championship (taped) (NBCSN)

GOLF
9 a.m.— EPGA Tour: The Tenerife Open, Second Round, Golf Costa Adeje, 
Tenerife, Spain (GOLF)
Noon— PGA Tour Champions: The Insperity Invitational, First Round, The 
Woodlands Country Club - Tournament Course, The Woodlands, Texas 
(GOLF)
2 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Valspar Championship, Second Round, Copper-
head Course, Tampa, Fla. (GOLF)
10:30 p.m.— LPGA Tour: The HSBC Women’s World Championship, Third 
Round, Sentosa Golf Club - Tanjong Course, Singapore (GOLF)

HORSE RACING
Noon— The Kentucky Derby Oaks: From Churchill Downs, Lousiville, Ky. 
(NBCSN)

NFL FOOTBALL
7 p.m.— NFL Draft: Rounds 2-3, Cleveland (ABC); NFL Draft: Rounds 2-3, 
Cleveland (ESPN); NFL Draft: Rounds 2-3, Cleveland (NFLN)

SOCCER (MEN’S)
10 p.m.— USL: San Diego at Phoenix (ESPN2)

Saturday, May 1
AUTO RACING
6:55 a.m.— Formula One: Practice, Algarve International Circuit, Portimão, 
Portugal9:55 a.m.— ESPN2 — Formula One: Qualifying, Algarve Interna-
tional Circuit, Portimão, Portugal (ESPN2)
1:30 p.m.— ARCA Menards Series (FS1)
4 p.m.— IndyCar: Qualifying, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort Worth, Texas 
(NBCSN)
7:30 p.m.— NASCAR Camping World Truck Series: The NASCAR Camping 
World Truck Series Race at Kansas, Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, Kan. 
(FS1); IndyCar: The Genesys 300, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort Worth, 
Texas (NBCSN)
10 p.m.— AMA Supercross: FIM World Championship, Salt Lake City 
(NBCSN)

BOXING
7 p.m.— PBC Fight Night: Erislandy Lara vs. Thomas LaManna (Middle-
weights), Carson, Calif. (FOX)

COLLEGE BASEBALL
2 p.m.— TCU at West Virginia (ESPNU)
9 p.m.— San Diego at Gonzaga (ESPNU)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
3 p.m.— Southwestern Athletic Championship: TBD (ESPN2)

COLLEGE LACROSSEE (MEN’S)
10 a.m.— TBA (ESPNU)
Noon— Syracuse at Notre Dame— COLLEGE SOFTBALL (ESPNU)
1 p.m.— Alabama at Georgia (ESPN2)
5 p.m.— Cal St.-Fullerton at Cal Poly (ESPNU)
7 p.m.— Arkansas at LSU (ESPNU)

GOLF
8:30 a.m.— EPGA Tour: The Tenerife Open, Third Round, Golf Costa Adeje, 
Tenerife, Spain (GOLF)
1 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Valspar Championship, Third Round, Copperhead 
Course, Tampa, Fla. (GOLF)
3 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Valspar Championship, Third Round, Copperhead 
Course, Tampa, Fla. (CBS); PGA Tour Champions: The Insperity Invita-
tional, Second Round, The Woodlands Country Club - Tournament Course, 
The Woodlands, Texas (GOLF)
10:30 p.m.— LPGA Tour: The HSBC Women’s World Championship, Final 
Round, Sentosa Golf Club - Tanjong Course, Singapore (GOLF)

HORSE RACING
Noon— Kentucky Derby Prep: From Churchill Downs, Lousiville, Ky. 
(NBCSN)
2:30 p.m.— The Kentucky Derby: From Churchill Downs, Lousiville, Ky. 
(NBC)

MLB BASEBALL
4 p.m.— Cleveland at Chicago White Sox (FS1)

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
7 p.m.— UFC Fight Night Prelims: Undercard Bouts, Las Vegas (ESPN2)
10 p.m.— UFC Fight Night: Dominick Reyes vs. Jirí Procházka (Light-Heavy-
weights), Las Vegas (ESPN2)

NBA BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.— Golden State at Houston (ESPN)
10:05 p.m.— Denver at LA Clippers (ESPN)

NFL FOOTBALL
Noon— NFL Draft: Rounds 4-7, Cleveland (ABC); NFL Draft: Rounds 4-7, 
Cleveland (ESPN); NFL Draft: Rounds 4-7, Cleveland (NFLN)

NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.— Columbus at Carolina (BSSO)

RUGBY
1 a.m. (Sunday)— Heineken Champions Cup: Bordeaux-Begles at Toulouse 
(taped) (NBCSN)

SOCCER (MEN’S)
7:25 a.m.— Premier League: TBA (NBCSN)
9:55 a.m.— Premier League: TBA (NBCSN)
12:30 p.m.— Premier League: TBA (NBC)
10 p.m.— Liga MX: Mazatlán at Monterrey (FS1)
6 a.m. (Sunday)— Liga MX: Guadalajara at Tigres UANL (NBCSN)
6:25 a.m. (Sunday)— Serie A: Genoa at Lazio (ESPN2)

TRACK AND FIELD
2:30 p.m.— The World Athletics Relays --- (NBCSN)

Sunday, May 2
AUTO RACING
9:55 a.m.— Formula One: The Portuguese Grand Prix, Algarve Interna-
tional Circuit, Portimão, Portugal (ESPN)
3 p.m.— NASCAR Cup Series: The BUSCHY MCBUSCH RACE 400, Kansas 
Speedway, Kansas City, Kan. (FS1)

COLLEGE BASEBALL
2 p.m.— Louisville at Clemson (ESPNU)
3 p.m.— Vanderbilt at Florida (ESPN2)
5 p.m.— Oklahoma St. at Oklahoma— COLLEGE FOOTBALL (ESPNU)
6 p.m.— FCS Tournament: TBD, Quarterfinal (ESPN2)
COLLEGE LACROSSE (MEN’S)
Noon— TBA (ESPNU)

GOLF
8 a.m.— EPGA Tour: The Tenerife Open, Final Round, Golf Costa Adeje, 
Tenerife, Spain (GOLF)
1 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Valspar Championship, Final Round, Copperhead 
Course, Tampa, Fla. (GOLF)
3 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Valspar Championship, Final Round, Copperhead 
Course, Tampa, Fla. (CBS); PGA Tour Champions: The Insperity Invitation-
al, Final Round, The Woodlands Country Club - Tournament Course, The 
Woodlands, Texas (GOLF)

MLB BASEBALL
7 p.m.— NY Mets at Philadelphia (ESPN)

NHL HOCKEY
3 p.m.— Tampa Bay at Detroit (NBC)

SOCCER (MEN’S)
6 a.m.— Liga MX: Guadalajara at Tigres UANL (NBCSN)
6:25 a.m.— Serie A: Genoa at Lazio (ESPN2)
8:55 a.m.— Premier League: TBA (NBCSN)
11:25 a.m.— Premier League: TBA (NBCSN)
1 p.m.— MLS: Inter Miami CF at Nashville SC (ESPN)

Monday, May 3
NBA BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.— Golden State at New Orleans (ESPN)
10:05 p.m.— Denver at LA Lakers (ESPN)

NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.— Chicago at Carolina (BSSO)
8 p.m.— Vegas at Minnesota (NBCSN)

RUGBY
Noon— Heineken Champions Cup: Leinster at La Rochelle (NBCSN)

AREA 

CALENDAR

Friday, April 30
College Men’s Soccer
Conference Carolinas tournament 
at Florence, S.C., semifinals — Bar-
ton vs. Chowan, 7 p.m. 

High School Varsity Baseball
Hunt at Perquimans, 5 p.m.; NCCSA 
2-A playoffs, first round — Berean 
Baptist at Wilson Christian, 6 p.m.

High School Varsity Softball
North Pitt at North Johnston, 2 
p.m.; Wilson Christian at Cary 
Academy, 4 p.m.

High School Wrestling
South Central, Washington at Fike, 
5 p.m.

High School Boys Tennis
NCHSAA 3-A East Regional, 2 p.m.

High School Junior Varsity Baseball
Fike at Corinth Holders, 4 p.m.; 
Wilson Christian at Southern Wake 
Academy, 4 p.m.

Saturday, May 1
High School Varsity Baseball
SW Edgecombe at Tarboro, 1 p.m.

High School Boys Tennis
NCHSAA 3-A East Regional, 9 a.m.

Sunday, May 2
No events scheduled.

Monday, May 3

High School Girls Tennis
Greene Central at Erwin Triton, 4 
p.m.

High School Boys Golf
NCHSAA regionals, 2-A: at Wedge-
wood Public Golf Course, 9 a.m.; 
3-A: at Willow Springs Country 
Club, 9 a.m.; NCISAA 1-A East re-
gional

High School Track and Field
Wilson Christian at Southern Nash, 
4 p.m.

NCAA WOMEN’S SOCCER

ONLINE 

EXTRA

Use this QR code with 

your smartphone or 

mobile device to access 

the Area Roundup, in-

cluding a middle school 

result, from April 26-28

Gamecocks blank Grizzlies 1-0 to advance 
to 2nd round for the fifth straight year
From staff reports

South Carolina will 
play in the second round 
of the NCAA women’s 
soccer tournament for a 
fifth straight year after 
the Gamecocks defeated 
Montana 1-0 in Wednes-
day’s first-round match at 
Gillette Soccer Complex.

South Carolina, ranked 
No. 18 nationally, will play 
No. 13-seeded George-
town in the second round 
Saturday at 6 p.m. at 
Gillette. The Gamecocks 
(11-4) played 10 of their 
matches in the fall as the 
COVID-19 pandemic split 
up the Southeastern Con-
ference season. Montana, 
which claimed the Big Sky 
Conference championship 
and automatic bid when 
the league tourney was 
canceled, exited 9-2.

The Gamecocks got 
the goal they needed in 
the 57th minute. Senior 
forward Ryan Gareis ran 
down a loose ball in the 
left corner and sent a laser 
cross in the box, where 
the ball met the head of 
forward Corinna Zullo 

and bounced into the net. 
It was the fifth goal of her 
freshman season and third 
game-winner.

It was one of 10 shots on 
goal by the Gamecocks, 
who tallied 16 attempts to 
four by the Grizzlies, who 
only had two on frame. 
Claire Howard made nine 
saves in goal for Montana 
while South Carolina’s 
Taylor Fox only had to 
make two.

New Mexico 
advances past 
Navy in opening-
round shootout

New Mexico came from 
behind both in regulation 
and during the shootout 
to advance past Navy 
and make program his-
tory in the first round of 
the NCAA women’s soc-
cer tournament Tuesday 
evening at Gillette Soccer 
Complex.

The Lobos, champions 
of the Mountain West Con-
ference, converted four of 
its five shootout attempts 

to prevail after the teams 
ended 90 minutes of regu-
lation and two 10-minute 
overtime periods tied 1-1 
on Field No. 1. New Mex-
ico (11-1) moves into the 
second round against No. 
4 TCU on Friday at 6 p.m. 
at Gillette. 

Navy (4-5-2), winner of 
the Patriot League tourna-
ment, wasted little time in 
taking the lead. Defender 
Chloe Dawson sent a 
booming kick into the box 
where midfielder Molly 
Gillcrist tracked it down 
and squeezed a shot past 
Lobos goalkeeper Emily 
Johnson for a 1-0 lead just 
29 seconds into the match.

That goal stood until 
the 71st minute when 
New Mexico set up after a 
booming goal by Johnson. 
Defender Paige Satterley 
volleyed a kick into the 
box to forward Alesia Gar-
cia on the left. She pushed 
it past Navy keeper Mattie 
Gallagher to the far post 
for the equalizer.

After the teams failed 
to find the net again over 
the ensuing 19 minutes 

of regulation and 20 of 
overtime, Navy caught 
the first break of the 
shootout. New Mexico’s 
Alexa Kirton drilled a 
shot that Gallagher got 
her hands on but the ball 
clanged off the crossbar 
and came back out into 
the field of play. Carolyn 
Mang converted her kick 
to give the Midshipmen 
the lead.

However, Johnson 
stopped Navy’s next shot 
after Jadyn Edwards 
made hers for the Lobos. 
After each side converted 
its next shot, New Mexi-
co’s Maysa Walters found 
the net for a 3-2 shootout 
lead. When Johnson 
stopped Navy’s next at-
tempt, New Mexico only 
needed Madi Hirshman to 
convert her PK to give the 
Lobos their first NCAA 
tournament advance in 
three tries.

The Lobos constructed 
eight shots on goal to six 
by Navy. Gallagher made 
seven saves while Johnson 
stopped six shots for New 
Mexico. 

South Carolina’s Catherine Barry (10) heads the ball in front of a pack of players, including teammate Corinna Zullo (10) 
and Montana players Molly Quarry (13) and Taylor Hansen (12) during Wednesday’s NCAA tournament match at Gillette 
Soccer Complex. Zullo’s 57th-minute goal was the only won in the Gamecock’s 1-0 victory. Jimmy Lewis | Times

discussing since the 40th anniver-
sary of their title run in 2018.

“I didn’t know what to expect.,” 
Renfrow said. “I knew it was going 
to be a good day, because it’s been 
43 years, and just to see everybody’s 
face and the excitement and we 
started telling the stories. The only 
thing about it is I’m mad at myself 
a little bit because I didn’t take the 
initiative 20 years ago to do this, so 
we could have had Victor Sauls and 
Mark Collier there.”

Boyette joked that name tags 
should have been mandatory.

“We’ll recognize everybody next 
time but this time we should have 
worn name tags!” he said. “I know 
these guys — grew up with ‘em — 
and there was a couple of them that 
I didn’t even realize who they were, 
until I looked at them a while!”

Watson said that he had asked 
his former teammates in a pre-re-
union group chat to think of a spe-
cific game or play from that season 
that they remembered. Watson 
and Pope both said that they were 
amazed at how some guys would 
remember in explicit detail things 
that many of the others had forgot-
ten, but were quickly reminded of.

Watson said that Ronald Bass, 
who was just a freshman in 1978, 
recalled having to lend Proctor his 
cleats after the Cobras center field 
blew his out during the champion-
ship game.

“He said, ‘I didn’t make it in the 
championship game but my cleats 
did,’” Watson said.

Bass, whose son Tyler is the 
place-kicker for the Buffalo Bills, 
related how he resorted to wearing 

Proctor’s badly damaged cleats just 
to cover his feet and then wiping 
out on the dugout steps later as he 
rushed out to celebrate after the 
final out.

Joining the Cobras on Saturday 
were former Times sports staffers 
Tom Ham and Russell Rawlings 
as well as Mickey Davis, a 1976 
Lucama High graduate and former 
teammate of some of the 1978 
players. Boyette had replica hats 
made for the attendees, black with 
a red script “L,” that were well re-
ceived.

The reunion was short and 

sweet. The attendees came alone, 
without family members, and 
spent the time in small groups, 
laughing and telling tales and 
wondering where the time had 
gone. Plans for yearly get togeth-
ers were hatched before the men 
began to drift off but not before 
a handful lingered, a foot on the 
bumpers of their trucks as they 
kept mining those memories of 
a truly special time in all their 
lives.

“One thing is for sure,” Boyette 
declared, “we’re not going to wait 
43 years to get together again!”

Cobras: ‘I know these guys - grew up with ‘em’

Former Lucama High head coach Bob Pope, left, and assistant coach Jimmy 
Tillman display the NCHSAA 1-A baseball championship and 1-A Eastern 
championship trophies the Cobras won in the spring of 1978 in the final games 
played by the school. The team held its first reunion in 43 years Saturday at 
Lucama Community Center. Russell Rawlings | Contributed photo

continued from page 1B
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Holders of the Northern 
Athletic Conference at bay 
with a complete-game per-
formance, requiring just 
89 pitches. He allowed five 
hits and struck out four 
while walking two, wig-
gling out of trouble in the 
sixth inning.

“He had his off-speed 
pitch going tonight,” 
Fike head coach Buck 
Edmundson said of Little. 
“He had some confidence, 
and he made some re-
ally big pitches. I know in 
the sixth, he had to show 
some composure, and he 
did the job. I was just real-
ly happy to see the kid and 
all that he’s put in kind of 
pay off tonight for him.”

The 3-A Big East Confer-
ence Demons, presenting 
with just 11 players on 
their lineup card, contem-
plated a pitch-by-commit-
tee approach at the outset. 
But once Little emerged 
from a clean third inning 
with just 38 pitches on his 
ledger, he was stretched 

further.
Little picked off Corinth 

Holders third baseman 
Graham Wike once he led 
off the contest with a sin-
gle. Fike’s defense added 
a pickoff of right fielder 
Brady Dunlop in the top 
of the seventh, erasing a 
leadoff walk.

But it was in the sixth 
where Little evaded his 
biggest threat once get-
ting through the third and 
fourth unscathed and sur-
viving a two-out error in 
the fifth.

Wike, who was 2 for 3, 
singled and was bunted 
over to second. After 
Merritt Brooks reached 
on an infield single to 
put runners on first and 
third, Brooks broke for 
second base. However, 
the throw from Joyner 
went directly back to 
Little, who in turn threw 
to senior third baseman 
Jay Bulluck to catch 
Wike too far off the bag. 
Little handed out a walk 
to Gideon Sims, but with 
two men aboard, a full-

count fastball was blown 
by Tyler Moseley to end 
the threat.

Fike pocketed the only 
run required in the bot-
tom of the first, with junior 
Ethan Williams drawing a 
leadoff walk. He moved to 
second on sophomore J.D. 
Graziani’s sacrifice bunt 
and moved to third on a 
wild pitch. Joyner’s run-

scoring single to left field 
easily plated Williams.

“I think I threw great,” 
Little said. “I had great 
defense behind me. I 
thought ‘throw strikes.’ 
That’s all I was thinking 
right then.”

Fike’s attention to detail 
defensively allowed it to 
overcome Little being 
stranded on third in the 

second and Joyner, follow-
ing a double, left 90 feet 
away in the third. In the 
fourth, a foul ball off the 
bat of sophomore Luke 
Bedford was run down 
by Moseley near the first-
base fence. Edmundson, 
noting the area of the ball-
park, sent senior Colton 
Moats from third base to 
tag up.

However, the throw was 
in plenty of time to nab 
Moats at the plate, and 
the Demons were again 
denied insurance runs for 
Little’s effort.

“It just gets into these 
guys having to buy in 
and coming out here and 
working on the little things 
that it takes to beat a quali-
ty team,” Edmundson said. 
“And they’re doing some 
things right. We have some 
practices, and they don’t 
always do what they want 
to do. I try to give them 
some of what they want 
at practice, but it’s those 
little things that can come 
up big in these moments. 
Hopefully, they under-

stand that and see that.”
Wike and Brooks had 

two hits each for Corinth 
Holders. Little ended up 
outdueling Pirates starter 
Matt Poole, who took the 
loss despite throwing six 
innings and allowing six 
hits. He struck out four 
and walked one.

“We’ve got a young 
team,” Corinth Holders 
head coach Adam Weaver 
said. “A very young team, 
and it’s probably not been 
put in situations in close 
baseball games like this 
before. Right now you can 
count on one hand or two 
hands, how many starts 
we have on the field.”

The teams will play 
again in Wendell on 
Thursday night.

Score by innings:
Corinth Holders 000 000 0 — 0
Fike 100 000 0 — 1
WP-Tristan Little (1-0) 7 IP, 5 H, 0 
R, 0 ER, 2 BB, 4 SO. LP-Matt Poole 
(0-1) 6 IP, 6 H, 1 R, 1 ER, 1 BB, 4 SO.
LEADING HITTERS — Fike: Noah 
Joyner 2-3, 2B, RBI, Ethan Wil-
liams 1-2, Colton Moats 1-2. 
Tristan Little 1-1, Dylan Farmer 
1-2; Corinth Holders: Graham 
Wike 2-3, Merritt Brooks 2-3. 2B, 
Keaton Anderson 1-3.

right-hander Neleh Bottoms. 
The Lady Bruins were guilty of 
seven errors, with five coming 
in the top of the third. Senior 
Emma Scott had a three-run 
homer in the third inning as 
North Johnston sent 10 batters 
to the plate.

“You can’t give any team a 
seven-out inning, especially 
North Johnston,” Beddingfield 
head coach Jeremy Howard 
said. “That’s something that re-
ally hurt us. We had a chance 
to make a couple of plays in 
the infield. We dropped some 
and misplayed in the outfield. 
Seven-out innings (hurt) against 
anybody, but if it’s to be North 
Johnston, the results are going 
to be what we saw tonight.”

Beddingfield will observe a 
conventional Senior Night on 
Tuesday versus Farmville Cen-
tral, but took the time Monday 
to honor Anna Gardner, its lone 
2020 senior whose final season 
was cut short by the pandemic. 
The Lady Bruins tallied two hits, 
the first a leadoff double from 
junior Emilie Moss in the fourth. 
However, North Johnston re-
liever Emily Wall struck out the 
next three batters she faced. In 
the fifth, junior Brilyn Honeyc-
utt walked, reached third on a 
Bottoms single and scored on 
a fielder’s choice off the bat of 
freshman Hannah Lucas before 
North Johnston’s middle infield 
turned a double play to end it.

“I’ve coached against some 
teams that just fold,” Batten said. 
“And you can see them quit on 
the field. And none of (Bedding-
field’s) girls showed any of that 
tonight. It’s a credit to (Howard) 
and what he does over here to 
keep them going every day.”

Senior Taylor Jones was 4 for 
5 at the top of the lineup to pace 
North Johnston’s offense. Pearce, 
who has signed with NCAA Divi-
sion I UNC Wilmington, was 2 
for 5 with her three-run double in 
the second while freshman Emily 
Scott went 2 for 3 with a pair of 
RBIs. Freshman catcher Saman-
tha Gilantzis tripled and later 
scored in the fourth.

Pearce, who plays tennis at 
North Johnston alongside se-
nior Gabby Hales, Emily Scott 

and Emma Scott, departed the 
field with a pair of tennis rac-
quets sticking out of the back of 
her bag. 

She struck out two and 
walked two before handing it 
over to Wall for the final two in-
nings.

“I pretty much do everything,” 
Pearce said of her basketball, 
tennis and softball exploits 
in Kenly. “I spend almost five 
hours doing sports! I wouldn’t 
do anything else. I love playing 
sports, so I’d be at home doing 
nothing if it wasn’t for it.”

As for home, that’s where 
North Johnston went once the 
final out was recorded at the 9 
p.m. hour. Family style will have 
to wait for the next foray into 
town.

“It’s past Parker’s time,” Bat-
ten lamented. “If we were close, 
they would hang on for us. But 
as much as we would have loved 
to have gone, and we talked 
about it because of tennis. And 
tennis had Senior Night. So 
when they finished, we had to 
be respectful to give them some 
time to handle their senior night 
duties. So we don’t get Parker’s 
tonight!”

Score by innings:
North Johnston 267 13 — 19
Beddingfield	 000	 01	 —	 1
WP-Arial Pearce 3 IP, 0 H, 0 R, 0 ER, 2 BB, 2 
SO. LP-Neleh Bottoms 3 IP, 10 H, 15 R, 8 ER, 
3 BB, 0 SO.
LEADING HITTERS — Beddingfield: Em-
ilie Moss 1-2, 2B, Neleh Bottoms 1-2; 
North Johnston: Taylor Jones 4-5, RBI, 
Arial Pearce 2-5, 2B, 3 RBI, Emma Scott 
1-3, HR, RBI, Emily Scott 2-3, 2 RBI, Sa-
mantha Gilantzis 1-2, 3B.

Fike: ‘It’s those little things that can come up big in these moments’

Panthers: ‘You can’t give any team a seven-out inning, especially North Johnston’

Fike first baseman Luke Bedford reacts after applying the tag to pick off Corinth Holders’ 
Brady Dunlop, background, during the seventh inning of Tuesday’s game at Gilbert Ferrell 
Field. The Demons won 1-0. Jimmy Lewis | Times

Fike’s Ethan Williams overslides the bag attempting to steal second base in the third inning 
and is tagged out by Corinth Holders shortstop Tate Mickey (5) during Tuesday’s season 
opener at Gilbert Ferrell Field. The Demons won 1-0. Looking on is Corinth Holders second 
baseman Jett Music.  Jimmy Lewis | Times 

Fike’s Tristan Little talks with head coach Buck Edmundson 
during Tuesday’s game against Corinth Holders. Little 
tossed a complete game on 89 pitches as the Demons won 
1-0. Jimmy Lewis | Times

continued from page 1B

Beddingfield shortstop Brilyn Honeycutt (2) throws to first base during 
Monday’s 2-A Eastern Plains Conference game against North Johnston. 
The Lady Bruins lost 19-1 in five innings. Jimmy Lewis | Times

North Johnston left-hander Arial Pearce held Beddingfield without a hit 
over three innings Monday in a 19-1 victory in five innings. Jimmy Lewis | 
Times

Beddingfield right fielder Madilyn Diehl brings in this fly ball off the bat 
of North Johnston’s Jessie Gross that led to a sacrifice fly in the first 
inning of Monday’s game at Beddingfield. The Lady Bruins lost 19-1 in 
five innings. Jimmy Lewis | Times

North Johnston’s Arial Pearce (17) slides into third as Beddingfield third 
baseman Abby Edmundson digs out a throw during the first inning of 
Monday’s game at Beddingfield. The Lady Panthers won 19-1 in five 
innings to clinch the 2-A Eastern Plains Conference title. Jimmy Lewis | 
Times

continued from page 1B
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Panthers trading Bridgewater to Broncos
By Arnie Stapleton 
The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Drew 
Lock didn’t have to wait around 
for the NFL draft to get the seri-
ous competition for his starting 
job that new general manager 
George Paton has been promis-
ing for months.

Paton traded a sixth-round 
pick in this weekend’s draft to 
the Carolina Panthers in ex-
change for veteran QB Teddy 
Bridgewater on Wednesday.

“Acquiring Teddy Bridgewater 
adds competition, experience 
and a strong veteran presence 
to our quarterback room,” Paton 
said. “He’s a talented player and 
leader who’s had success in this 
league in a number of different 
situations. Being familiar with 
Teddy from Minnesota, he’s 
going to compete and do every-
thing he can to help us win.”

Bridgewater became available 
when the Panthers traded for 
former Jets QB Sam Darnold 
three weeks ago.

Bridgewater went 4-11 as the 
Panthers’ starter last year and 
struggled to win close games 
down the stretch. He completed 
69.1% of his passes, throwing 
15 touchdown passes and 11 
interceptions.

Those numbers are better 
than Lock’s.

The third-year pro from Mis-
souri tied for the league lead 
with 15 interceptions in 13 starts 
and his passer rating ranked 
32nd in the NFL last season. He 
was 4-9 overall with 16 touch-

down throws and is 8-10 in two 
years as Denver’s starter.

After missing most of his 
rookie season with a thumb 
injury on his throwing hand, 
Lock missed 2 1-2 games with a 
rotator cuff injury to his throw-
ing shoulder and another for 

COVID-19 tracing in 2020.
Bridgewater has a 26-23 ca-

reer record as a starter over his 
six seasons in Minnesota, New 
Orleans and Carolina.

The Broncos have struggled 
for years to find a suitable re-
placement for Peyton Manning, 

who retired a month after Den-
ver’s 24-10 win over Carolina 
in Super Bowl 50 and is headed 
to the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
this summer.

Manning’s induction in Can-
ton, Ohio, further highlights the 
franchise’s serpentine search 
for a competent successor.

The Broncos are the first team 
in NFL history to go five years 
without a playoff appearance 
following a championship pa-
rade, and they’ve had four con-
secutive losing seasons for the 
first time since ending a decade-
long stretch of sub-.500 records 
in 1973.

Among the washouts were 
first-round bust Paxton Lynch, 
the worst pick in former GM 
John Elway’s tenure, trade dud 
Joe Flacco, and free agent flop 
Case Keenum.

It was widely believed Bridge-
water wouldn’t become avail-
able until after the draft and 
maybe wouldn’t join a new 
team until June. But, according 
to the NFL Network, the Pan-
thers agreed to pay a portion of 
Bridgewater’s salary in 2021.

Bridgewater’s three-year, $63 
million contract signed last year 
calls for him to make $10 mil-
lion guaranteed and up to $7 
million more in 2021.

The Carolina Panthers are trading quarterback Teddy Bridgewater to the Denver Broncos in exchange for a 
sixth-round draft pick. AP

Essential Quality is 2-1 favorite in Kentucky Derby
By Gary B. Graves
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — 
With the rail still open and 
Kentucky Derby post posi-
tions dwindling, Brad Cox 
grew anxious about the 
most notable of his two 
horses drawing the least 
desired spot.

The home-grown trainer 
soon breathed easier. 
Essential Quality got 
something more palat-
able, though the hardest 
part awaits with the target 
firmly on his back.

Essential Quality is the 
2-1 morning line favorite 
and will start from the 
No. 14 post for Saturday’s 
147th Kentucky Derby at 
Churchill Downs.

“It got a little nerve-
wracking with both horses 
still to go and the rail still 
being out there," Cox said 
Tuesday. "I think it’ll be a 
good spot. He’s got good 
tactical speed that he’ll be 
able to get into a good po-
sition from there.”

The $3 million, 1 1/4-mile 
marquee race for 3-year-
old colts is back on the 
first Saturday of May after 
being delayed to Labor 
Day weekend last fall 
because of the pandemic. 
About 45,000 spectators 
are expected at the track.

Rock Your World is the 
5-1 second choice from the 
No. 15 slot with Known 
Agenda the 6-1 third choice 
despite drawing the rail in 
the 20-horse field. Hot Rod 
Charlie drew 8-1 odds as 
the fourth choice from the 
No. 9 slot.

The obvious focus is 

on Essential Quality, the 
reigning 2-year-old cham-
pion who enters the Run 
for the Roses having won 
all five races and with Luis 
Saez aboard. His haul of 
graded stakes victories in-
cludes a gutsy Blue Grass 
victory at Keeneland on 
April 3 that vaulted the 
gray son of Tapit to the 
top of the Derby stand-
ings with 140 points and 
cemented him as the pro-
jected favorite.

He’s one of two entries 
trained by Cox, who grew 
up a few blocks from 
Churchill Downs and will 
make his Derby debut 
trying to become the first 
Louisville native to win the 
race. The Eclipse Award 

winner will also saddle 
Mandaloun from the No. 
7 post as a 15-1 choice, 
with the bay colt looking 
to bounce back from a 
disappointing sixth in the 
Louisiana Derby.

At least their starting 
spots are no longer an is-
sue.

“That was more than I 
wanted to experience this 
early, but it worked for us," 
Cox added.

Rock Your World, 
trained by John Sadler, 
has won all three starts 
this year after not racing 
as a 2-year-old. But he 
rolled to a 4¼-length vic-
tory in the Santa Anita 
Derby over favorite Me-
dina Spirit, trained by Hall 

of Famer Bob Baffert, and 
looks for another marquee 
win.

Medina Spirit will start 
from the No. 8 post at 15-1 
odds.

Known Agenda leads 
Todd Pletcher’s four-horse 
contingent that includes 
Bourbonic, who drew the 
outside No. 20 post, Dy-
namic One (No. 11, 20-1 
odds), and Sainthood (No. 
5, 50-1). The chestnut 
colt has won two of three 
starts this season and has 
three wins, a second and a 
third in six career starts.

Even with Churchill 
Downs introducing a new 
20-stall starting Derby 
gate last fall to replace the 
standard 14-slot and auxil-

iary six-slot gates, Known 
Agenda has his work cut 
out for him to avoid being 
bunched inside and out of 
contention in a crowded 
field.

“Obviously, it’s not 
what we were hoping for," 
Pletcher said. “Of course, 
this is one of the things 
you can’t control. With the 
new gate, we’re hopeful 
that things will be better 
than they were in the past 
and the post won’t be that 
bad.”

Hot Rod Charlie’s 
post draw in the middle 
brought a loud cheer 
from his contingent in 
the otherwise sedate set-
ting as the colt avoided 
being bunched inside out 

of the gate. Trainer Doug 
O’Neill’s horse won the 
Louisiana Derby by two 
lengths and was second to 
Essential Quality with 110 
Derby points.

“We decided we were 
going to give it a pump no 
matter what post we drew," 
O'Neill said of the con-
nections that include five 
20-something former col-
lege football players. 

The Kentucky Derby 
field, with jockey and odds 
from the rail out:

1. Known Agenda (Irad 
Ortiz Jr.), 6-1; 2. Like 
the King (Drayden Van 
Dyke), 50-1; 3. Brooklyn 
Strong (Umberto Risp-
oli), 50-1; 4. Keepmein-
mind (David Cohen), 
50-1; 5. Sainthood (Corey 
Lanerie), 50-1; 6. O Besos 
(Marcelino Pedroza), 20-
1; 7. Mandaloun (Florent 
Geroux), 15-1; 8. Medina 
Spirit (John Velazquez), 
15-1; 9. Hot Rod Charlie 
(Flavien Prat), 8-1; 10. 
Midnight Bourbon (Mike 
Smith), 20-1; 11. Dy-
namic One (Jose Ortiz), 
20-1; 12. Helium (Julien 
Leparoux), 50-1; 13. Hid-
den Stash (Rafael Beja-
rano), 50-1; 14. Essential 
Quality (Luis Saez), 2-1; 
15. Rock Your World (Joel 
Rosario), 5-1; 16. King 
Fury (Brian Hernandez 
Jr.), 20-1; 17. Highly Moti-
vated (Javier Castellano), 
10-1; 18. Super Stock (Ri-
cardo Santana Jr.), 30-1; 
19. Soup and Sandwich 
(Tyler Gaffalione), 30-1; 
20. Bourbonic (Kendrick 
Carmouche), 30-1.

Post time on Saturday is 
6:57 p.m. EDT.

Jockey Luis Saez rides Essential Quality to win the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile horse race at Keeneland Race Course in 
November. Essential Quality is expected to be the first gray horse favored to win the Kentucky Derby in 25 years. AP

Carmouche to be 1st Black jockey 
in Kentucky Derby since ‘13
By Stephen Whyno
The Associated Press

Long before Kendrick 
Carmouche started riding 
horses growing up in Loui-
siana, Black jockeys were 
synonymous with the sport.

Black riders were atop 13 
of the 15 horses in the first 
Kentucky Derby in 1875 
and won 15 of the first 28 
editions of the race. Every-
thing has changed since: 
Carmouche on Saturday 
will be the first Black jockey 
in the Kentucky Derby 
since 2013 and is just one 
of a handful over the past 
century.

Carmouche is now one 
of the few remaining 
Black jockeys in the U.S. 

Much like Marlon St. Ju-
lien in 2000, Patrick Hus-
bands in 2006 and Kevin 
Krigger in 2013, his pres-
ence in horse racing’s big-
gest event is a reminder of 
how the industry margin-
alized Black jockeys to the 
point they all but disap-
peared from the sport.

Carmouche is a success 
story in his own right. He 
is the son of a jockey who 
has won more than 3,400 
races and earned $118 
million since beginning 
to ride professionally in 
2000. He came back from 
a broken leg three years 
ago and set himself up for 
his first Kentucky Derby 
mount by riding 72-1 long 
shot Bourbonic to victory 

in the Wood Memorial on 
April 3. Bourbonic will 
leave from the 20th post 
in Saturday’s race at 
Churchill Downs.

He’s also a rarity in a sport 
now dominated by jockeys 
from Latin America.

Carmouche joins St. Ju-
lien as the only U.S.-born 
Black jockeys in the Derby 
since 1921.

Chris Goodlett, a histori-
an at the Kentucky Derby 
Museum, cited a combina-
tion of Jim Crow laws and 
segregation in the U.S., in-
timidation by white riders 
and decisions by racing 
officials, owners and train-
ers for the decline of Black 
jockeys in the early 20th 
century. 



  Friday, April 30, 2021   THE WILSON TIMES  |  wilsontimes.com     5B

Housing authority 
passes annual audit
For the Times 

For a fifth consecutive 
year, the Wilson Housing 
Authority has received 
a clean bill of financial 
health from an indepen-
dent audit of its books.

Accounting and consult-
ing firm Aprio performed 
the financial audit in 2020. 
The firm studied the or-
ganization’s books for the 
2019 fiscal year, which 
ended on Dec. 31, 2019.

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment, which serves 
as the housing authority’s 
primary funding source, 
recently accepted the au-
dit. 

The Wilson Housing 
Authority annually has its 
books audited by an out-
side organization to make 

sure it’s following best 
practices for handling its 
finances and monitoring 
federal grants it receives 
through HUD.

The audit has been 
presented to the Wilson 
Housing Authority’s 
Board of Commissioners 
and was unanimously ap-
proved.

Housing authority Presi-
dent and CEO Kelly Vick 
said the independent audit 
is important to show the 
public that every penny 
with which the federal 
government entrusts the 
agency is spent in a re-
sponsible and transparent 
manner.

“Diana Fish, our chief 
financial officer, and her 
team do an outstanding 
job of holding us account-

able on how we spend our 
money,” he said.

Established in 1953, 
the Wilson Housing Au-
thority’s mission is to 
provide safe, decent and 
affordable housing to 
low-income individuals 
and families in the Wilson 
community. 

It currently serves 
more than 2,800 resi-
dents through both its 
conventional public 
housing programs and its 
partnership with private 
sector housing provid-
ers through the federal 
Housing Choice Voucher 
program.

The housing authority 
has an annual budget of 
roughly $8 million and 
employs about 40 full-time 
workers.  

The Wilson Housing Authority’s financial team consists of Chief Financial Officer Diana 
Fish, left, Brianna Clayton, senior accounting specialist, and Ashley Holloman, accounting 
specialist. Contributed photo 

Feed the Children helps church ministries 
 Volunteers for several Wilson churches unload boxes of food and other merchan-

dise Tuesday morning from a Feed the Children truck in the L.N. Forbes Tabernacle 

parking lot on Lane Street. Some churches and nonprofits stock the donations in 

food pantries for distribution, while Waymakers of North Carolina distributes the 

food during a monthly meal giveaway at Angel Way Missionary Worship Center. Brie 

Handgraaf | Times
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Biden: America’s democracy ‘is rising anew’
By Jonathan Lemire  
and Josh Boak 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden declared that “Amer-
ica is rising anew” as he called 
for an expansion of federal 
programs to drive the economy 
past the coronavirus pandemic 
and broadly extend the social 
safety net on a scale not seen in 
decades.

Biden’s nationally televised 
address to Congress, his first, 
raised the stakes for his abil-
ity to sell his plans to voters of 
both parties, even if Republican 
lawmakers prove resistant. The 
Democratic president is follow-
ing Wednesday night’s speech 
by pushing his plans in person, 
beginning in Georgia on Thurs-
day and then on to Pennsylvania 
and Virginia in the days ahead.

In the address, Biden pointed 
optimistically to the nation’s 
emergence from the corona-
virus scourge as a moment for 
America to prove that its democ-
racy can still work and maintain 
primacy in the world.

Speaking in highly personal 
terms while demanding massive 
structural changes, the presi-
dent marked his first 100 days 
in office by proposing a $1.8 
trillion investment in children, 
families and education to help 
rebuild an economy devastated 
by the virus and compete with 
rising global competitors.

His speech represented both an 
audacious vision and a consider-
able gamble. He is governing 
with the most slender of majori-
ties in Congress, and even some 
in his own party have blanched at 
the price tag of his proposals.

At the same time, the speech 
highlighted Biden’s fundamen-
tal belief in the power of govern-
ment as a force for good, even 
at a time when it is so often the 
object of scorn.

“I can report to the nation: 
America is on the move again,” 
he said. “Turning peril into pos-
sibility. Crisis into opportunity. 
Setback into strength.”

While the ceremonial setting 
of the Capitol was the same as 
usual, the visual images were 
unlike any previous presidential 
address. Members of Congress 
wore masks and were seated 
apart because of pandemic re-
strictions. Outside the grounds 

were still surrounded by fencing 
after insurrectionists in Janu-
ary protesting Biden’s election 
stormed to the doors of the 
House chamber where he gave 
his address.

“America is ready for takeoff. 
We are working again. Dream-
ing again. Discovering again. 
Leading the world again. We 
have shown each other and the 
world: There is no quit in Amer-
ica,” Biden said.

This year’s scene at the front 
of the House chamber also had 
a historic look: For the first time, 
a female vice president, Kamala 
Harris, was seated behind the 
chief executive. And she was 
next to another woman, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

The first ovation came as Biden 
greeted “Madam Vice President.” 
He added, “No president has ever 
said those words from this po-
dium, and it’s about time.”

The chamber was so sparsely 
populated that individual claps 
could be heard echoing off the 
walls.

Yet Biden said, “I have never 
been more confident or more 
optimistic about America. We 
have stared into an abyss of in-
surrection and autocracy — of 
pandemic and pain — and ‘We 
the People’ did not flinch.”

At times, the president plainly 
made his case for democracy 
itself.

Biden demanded that the gov-
ernment take care of its own as 

a powerful symbol to the world 
of an America willing to force-
fully follow its ideals and people. 
He confronted an issue rarely 
faced by an American president, 
namely that in order to compete 
with autocracies like China, 
the nation needs “to prove that 
democracy still works” after his 
predecessor’s baseless claims of 
election fraud and the ensuing 
attack on the U.S. Capitol.

“Can our democracy over-
come the lies, anger, hate and 
fears that have pulled us apart?” 
he asked. “America’s adversaries 
– the autocrats of the world – are 
betting it can’t. They believe we 
are too full of anger and division 
and rage. They look at the imag-
es of the mob that assaulted this 
Capitol as proof that the sun is 
setting on American democracy. 
They are wrong. And we have to 
prove them wrong.”

Biden repeatedly hammered 
home that his plans would 
put Americans back to work, 
restoring the millions of jobs 
lost to the virus. He laid out an 
extensive proposal for univer-
sal preschool, two years of free 
community college, $225 bil-
lion for child care and monthly 
payments of at least $250 to 
parents. His ideas target frail-
ties that were uncovered by the 
pandemic, and he argues that 
economic growth will best come 
from taxing the rich to help the 
middle class and the poor.

Biden’s speech also provided 

an update on combating the 
COVID-19 crisis he was elected 
to tame, showcasing hundreds 
of millions of vaccinations and 
relief checks delivered to help 
offset the devastation wrought by 
a virus that has killed more than 
573,000 people in the United 
States. He also championed his 
$2.3 trillion infrastructure plan, a 
staggering figure to be financed 
by higher taxes on corporations.

His appeals were often emo-
tive and personal, talking about 
Americans needing food and 
rental assistance. He also spoke 
to members of Congress as a 
peer as much as a president, 
singling out Sen. Mitch McCon-
nell, the Republicans’ leader, to 
praise him and speaking as one 
at a professional homecoming.

The GOP members in the 
chamber largely stayed silent, 
even refusing to clap for seem-
ingly universal goals like reduc-
ing childhood poverty. Sen. Tim 
Scott of South Carolina said, 
in the Republicans’ designated 
response, that Biden was more 
rhetoric than action.

“Our president seems like a 
good man,” Scott said. “But our 
nation is starving for more than 
empty platitudes.”

President Donald Trump criti-
cized Biden on Fox Business on 
Thursday, saying he failed to ade-
quately address the steep increase 
in immigration at the border.

“It’s like the subject they’re 
not discussing, and that will be 
ruinous to this country,” Trump, 
who aggressively limited legal 
and illegal immigration during 
his tenure.

Biden spoke against a back-
drop of the weakening but still 
lethal pandemic, staggering 
unemployment and a roiling 
debate about police violence 
against Blacks. He also used his 
address to touch on the broader 
national reckoning over race 
in America, urging legislation 

be passed by the anniversary 
of George Floyd’s death next 
month, and to call on Congress 
to act on the thorny issues of 
prescription drug pricing, gun 
control and modernizing the na-
tion’s immigration system.

In his first three months in 
office, Biden has signed a $1.9 
trillion COVID-19 relief bill — 
passed without a single GOP 
vote — and has shepherded 
direct payments of $1,400 per 
person to more than 160 million 
households. Hundreds of billions 
of dollars in aid will soon arrive 
for state and local governments, 
enough money that overall U.S. 
growth this year could eclipse 
6% — a level not seen since 1984. 
Administration officials are bet-
ting that it will be enough to 
bring back all 8.4 million jobs lost 
to the pandemic by next year.

A significant amount pro-
posed just Wednesday would 
ensure that eligible families re-
ceive at least $250 monthly per 
child through 2025, extending 
the enhanced tax credit that was 
part of Biden’s COVID-19 aid. 
There would be more than $400 
billion for subsidized child care 
and free preschool for all 3- and 
4-year-olds.

Another combined $425 bil-
lion would go to permanently 
reduce health insurance premi-
ums for people who receive cov-
erage through the Affordable 
Care Act, as well a national paid 
family and medical leave pro-
gram. Further spending would 
be directed toward Pell Grants, 
historically Black and tribal 
institutions and to allow people 
to attend community college 
tuition-free for two years.

Funding all of this would be 
a series of tax increases on the 
wealthy that would raise about 
$1.5 trillion over a decade. 
Republican lawmakers in Con-
gress so far have balked at the 
price tags of Biden’s plans.

ADDRESS TO CONGRESS

Vice President Kamala Harris and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi stand 
and applaud Wednesday night as President Joe Biden addresses a joint 
session of Congress. Melina Mara | The Washington Post via AP

A significant amount proposed just Wednesday 

would ensure that eligible families receive at 

least $250 monthly per child through 2025, 

extending the enhanced tax credit that was 

part of Biden’s COVID-19 aid. There would be 

more than $400 billion for subsidized child care 

and free preschool for all 3- and 4-year-olds.

Scott suggests Dems use race as political weapon
By Alan Fram
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Tim Scott accused Demo-
crats on Wednesday of 
dividing the country and 
suggested they’re wield-
ing race as “a political 
weapon,” using the offi-
cial Republican response 
to President Joe Biden’s 
maiden speech to Con-
gress to credit the GOP for 
leading the country out 
of its pandemic struggles 
and toward a hopeful fu-
ture.

Scott, R-S.C., in his na-
tionally televised rebuttal 
of Biden’s address, be-
littled the new president’s 
initial priorities — aimed 
at combating the deadly 
virus and spurring the 
economy — as wasteful 
expansions of big govern-
ment.

“We should be expand-
ing options and oppor-
tunities for all families,” 
said Scott, who preaches 
a message of optimism 
while remaining a loyal 
supporter of former 
President Donald Trump, 
“not throwing money at 
certain issues because 
Democrats think they 
know best.”

Citing the partisan battle 
over Biden’s $1.9 tril-
lion COVID-19 relief bill, 
which Congress approved 
over unanimous GOP op-
position, Scott said: “We 
need policies and progress 
that bring us closer to-
gether. But three months 
in, the actions of the presi-
dent and his party are 
pulling us further apart.”

But the Senate’s only 

Black Republican saved 
some of his sharpest 
comments for the fraught 
subject of race. Scott 
recounted his rise from 
a low-income family 
and “the pain” of repeat-
edly being pulled over by 
police while driving but 
said, “Hear me clearly: 
America is not a racist 
country.”

Asked Thursday about 
Scott’s comment, Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
told ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America, “No, I don’t 
think America is a racist 
country, but we also do 
have to speak truth about 
the history of racism in 
our country.”

She added: “One of the 
greatest threats to our na-
tional security is domestic 
terrorism manifested by 
white supremacists. These 
are issues that we must 
confront, and it does not 
help to heal our country, to 

unify us as a people, to ig-
nore the realities of that”

Biden and other Demo-
crats have cited institu-
tional racism as a major 
national problem.

While acknowledging 
that “our healing is not 
finished,” Scott suggested 
that Democrats and liber-
als have turned the race 
issue upside down.

“It’s backwards to fight 
discrimination with dif-
ferent discrimination,” 
he said, without provid-
ing examples of what he 
meant. “And it’s wrong to 
try to use our painful past 
to dishonestly shut down 
debates in the present.”

He added, “Race is not a 
political weapon to settle 
every issue the way one 
side wants.”

Biden’s address came 
three months into a presi-
dency that’s seen Repub-
licans repeatedly accuse 
him of abandoning his 

campaign pledge to seek 
bipartisan compromises. 
While Biden cited a rosy 
roster of accomplish-
ments and goals in his 
own speech — “America 
is on the move again,” he 
said — Scott said it was 
Republicans who had 
bolstered the economy 
and began to tame the 
pandemic.

“This should be a joy-
ful springtime for our 
nation,” said Scott, citing 
the Trump administra-
tion’s role in helping spur 
vaccine development and 
beginning a revival of the 
staggered economy. “This 
administration inherited 
a tide that had already 
turned. The coronavirus is 
on the run!”

The address also came 
as Scott, a 10-year veteran 
of Congress who usually 
keeps a low profile, has 
found a spotlight leading 
his party in a bipartisan ef-

fort to overhaul police pro-
cedures. That drive was 
prompted by last May’s 
slaying of George Floyd, a 
Black man, and energized 
anew by this month’s con-
viction of a white former 
Minneapolis police officer 
for the killing.

“I’m still working. I’m 
still hopeful,” he said of 
the talks.

Scott criticized many 
school systems’ decisions 
to halt or limit in-person 
classes during the pan-
demic as a safety mea-
sure. 

Those closures, which 
were recommended by 
public health officials, 
have drawn fire from 
Republicans as an over-
reaction and become part 
of the GOP’s culture war 
with Democrats.

“Locking vulnerable 
kids out of the classroom 
is locking adults out of 
their future,” Scott said.

Scott cited low unem-
ployment rates for minori-
ties before the pandemic 
struck last year, calling 
it “the most inclusive 
economy in my lifetime.” 
And he praised GOP ef-
forts including tax breaks 
to encourage business in-
vestments in low-income 
communities.

“Our best future won’t 
come from Washington 
schemes or socialist 

dreams,” he said, echo-
ing the GOP’s oft-repeat-
ed theme that Democrats 
are pushing far-left 
plans. 

“It will come from you — 
the American people.”

Scott has long embraced 
themes of opportunity and 
a cheerful optimism that 
were conservative calling 
cards during the Reagan 
era. 

He retold the story of 
a grandfather who left 
grade school to pick cot-
ton and led a lifetime of il-
literacy, his own childhood 
living in a single bedroom 
with his single mother and 
brother and nearly failing 
out of high school.

Scott said his family 
went “from cotton to Con-
gress in one lifetime. So I 
am more than hopeful — I 
am confident — that our 
finest hour is yet to come.”

Those messages could 
make Scott a positive 
messenger for the GOP 
in what could otherwise 
be a divisive 2022 elec-
tion campaign, when the 
party has high hopes of 
winning control of the 
House and perhaps the 
Senate. Scott is strongly 
favored to be reelected 
next year.

Over the years, Scott at 
times called out Trump in 
measured tones over some 
of his racially offensive 
broadsides. 

Yet he’s remained a 
strong supporter of the 
former president and 
opposed Trump’s re-
moval from office after the 
House impeached him for 
inciting the Jan. 6 attack 
on the Capitol.

In this image from Senate Television video, Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C., delivers Wednesday’s 
Republican response to President Joe Biden’s speech to a joint session of Congress. Senate 
Television via AP

“Hear me clearly: 

America is not a 

racist country”

SEN. TIM SCOTT, Republican 

from South Carolina
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State body camera law under harsh glare
By Gary D. Robertson and 
Jonathan Drew 
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — A North 
Carolina law that gives lo-
cal courts authority over 
the release of body cam-
era video has come under 
a harsh glare after a judge 
refused to make public 
footage of deputies shoot-
ing and killing Andrew 
Brown Jr.

The 2016 law says that 
law enforcement video 
is not a public record 
and generally cannot be 
released without court 
approval. A judge ruled 
Wednesday that body 
camera and dashboard 
footage of Brown’s death 
must be kept from public 
view for at least another 
month to avoid harming 
a state investigation. The 
April 21 shooting hap-
pened as deputies were 
serving drug-related war-
rants at Brown’s home in 
Elizabeth City.

Lawyers for Brown’s 
family and racial justice 
advocates decry what they 
see as slow movement to 
release video of his last 
moments. The family’s 
legal team says the law 
stands in the way of trans-
parency.

“This law makes ab-
solutely no sense what-
soever,” attorney Bakari 
Sellers said.

Rules for access to body 
cameras vary by state 
and local jurisdictions. In 
Columbus, Ohio, police 
released body camera 
footage within hours of 
a fatal police shooting of 
a Black 16-year-old girl. 
That shooting happened 
the day before Brown, who 
was also Black, was killed.

A legal scholar who has 
studied the law says that 
it has received generally 
positive reviews from local 
governments.

“I’ve talked to cities and 
counties, and my sense is 
that the courts are han-
dling it well,” said Frayda 
S. Bluestein, a law profes-
sor at the University of 
North Carolina’s School 
of Government in Chapel 
Hill. The Elizabeth City 
matter “is the first real sort 
of blow-up.”

Two North Carolina 
cases from last year show 
how application of the 
law can vary from place 
to place. Raleigh’s police 
chief asked a court in 
March 2020 to release 
footage of a nonfatal po-

lice shooting that sparked 
protests, and the footage 
was made public two days 
after the shooting.

In Forsyth County, a 
media coalition went to 
court in June 2020 to seek 
release of body camera 
footage surrounding the 
late 2019 death of an in-
mate. A judge heard oral 
arguments in July, and 
the videos were released a 
week later.

Chantal Stevens, execu-
tive director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union 
of North Carolina, said 
the current law perpetu-
ates a “racist system” by 
“placing unnecessary and 
sometimes insurmount-
able barriers between 
communities and the 

recordings that help them 
grapple with tragic cir-
cumstances.”

But Bluestein said hav-
ing a judge decide on ac-
cess appears to be better 
than leaving it to the law 
enforcement agencies 
captured on the footage.

“They’re not neutral. 
They have employees 
who might be at risk of 
being arrested,” Bluestein 
said. Outside groups and 
individuals can petition 
the court by filling out a 
one-page form available 
online. “It’s a bit of an ex-
tra step, but it seems to me 
it’s reasonable.”

Lawyer Mike Tadych, 
who represented a coali-
tion of media including 
the Associated Press, said 

in court Wednesday that 
he’s worked on more than 
30 requests to release 
law enforcement footage 
around the state since the 
law went into effect. Such 
video is often made public 
in two to three weeks.

Before the law went into 
effect, it was not always 
clear, in a legal sense, 
whether police footage 
was considered a public, 
personnel or investigative 
record, he said.

“The Legislature has 
set us at least somewhat 
straight in that regard,” he 
told the judge.

But some Democratic 
state lawmakers said this 
week that the current law 
isn’t good enough. They 
have filed bills that would 

ensure footage is released 
within 48 hours of a re-
quest, but the agency 
holding the video could 
ask a court for a delay.

“These bills build trust 
between civilians and law 
enforcement officials,” 
Democratic state Sen. 
Jay Chaudhuri said. “Re-
leasing such footage in 
a timely manner reveals 
the truth. It serves justice 
when police misconduct 
occurs, and it protects 
law enforcement officials 
when they are falsely ac-
cused of misconduct.”

But a key Senate Repub-
lican said it was too early to 
consider the process bro-
ken based on the Brown 
investigation. When the 
law passed the Senate in 
a near-unanimous vote in 
2016, the intent was to “to 
remove politics from the 
decision-making process 
and to forestall the possibil-
ity of a law enforcement 
agency refusing to release 
video,” Sen. Danny Britt of 
Robeson County said in a 
news release.

Republicans are open 
to considering improve-
ments to the law, Britt 
said.

Rep. John Faircloth, a 
former police chief and 
sponsor of the law, said 
it was a good law when it 
was approved and still is 
so long as people in posi-
tions of authority use the 
process.

For instance, Faircloth 
said Wednesday in an 
interview, a mayor or city 
council seeking release of 
footage can ask their city 
attorney to petition the 
court.

“If they don’t, then it’s 
not the fault of the bill,” 
Faircloth said.

NORTH CAROLINA

Protesters march along the streets Wednesday to protest the shooting of Andrew Brown Jr. in Elizabeth City. A judge 
denied the request to immediately release body cam video of the incident. AP

Butterfield: Release body camera video in fatal police shooting 
From staff and wire reports 

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield is 
echoing state officials’ call to re-

lease body camera 
footage that shows 
sheriff’s deputies 
shooting and kill-
ing a Black man in 
Elizabeth City. 

Butterfield, D-Wil-
son, said Superior 
Court Judge Jeffery 
Foster was wrong 

to deny a coalition of media 
outlets’ petition to release the 
video. Foster refused to make 
the recording publicly available 
on Wednesday, but he did order 
authorities to allow Andrew 
Brown’s family to privately view 
five videos from body cameras 
and one from a dashboard cam-
era within 10 days, with some 
portions blurred or redacted. 

Family members had previ-
ously been allowed to view only 
a 20-second clip from a single 
body camera.

“I’m disappointed that Judge 
Jeff Foster declined to immedi-
ately release the video footage 
of the police shooting of Andrew 
Brown Jr.,” Butterfield said in a 
Wednesday afternoon statement 
released by his congressional 
office. “This footage is a public 
record and there does not ap-

pear to be legal justification for 
withholding it from the public.”

State legislators voted in 2016 
to exempt body camera and 
dashboard camera video from 
the N.C. Public Records Act. 
The footage was previously con-
sidered public record. Current 
law allows people to petition a 
Superior Court judge to order a 
video’s release. 

Pasquotank County deputies 
shot Brown on April 21 while 
serving drug-related search and 
arrest warrants at his Elizabeth 
City home. On Tuesday, Brown’s 
family released an independent 
autopsy showing he was shot 
five times, including in the back 
of the head. The state’s autopsy 
has not been released yet.

“Police shootings in America 
are now an epidemic,” Butter-
field said. “The public is losing 
confidence in our law enforce-
ment and criminal justice sys-
tem. That’s why Gov. (Roy) Coo-
per, Attorney General Josh Stein 

and the Pasquotank County 
sheriff have all called for imme-
diate release of the video foot-
age. Further, the State Bureau of 
Investigation does not object to 
its release.”  

During court proceedings, 
Foster said he believed the vid-
eos contained information that 
could harm the ongoing inves-
tigation or threaten the safety 
of people seen in the footage. 
He said the video must remain 
out of public view for at least 
30 days, but he would consider 
releasing it after that point if in-
vestigations are complete.

“The release at this time 
would create a serious threat to 
the fair, impartial and orderly 
administration of justice,” Fos-
ter said.

Butterfield, who served as a 
Superior Court judge and N.C. 
Supreme Court justice before 
his election to Congress, said 
Foster erred in his ruling on the 
petition. 

“I call on Judge Foster to 
reconsider his decision to with-
hold this important information 
from the public,” Butterfield 
said. “Withholding the video 
from public inspection while the 
investigation is ongoing only 
leads to suspicion and further 
erosion of the public’s confi-
dence in our justice system.”

The decision came shortly af-
ter a prosecutor said Brown had 
struck law enforcement officers 
with his car before they opened 
fire.

District Attorney Andrew 
Womble, who viewed the body 
camera videos, told the judge 
that he disagreed with a char-
acterization by an attorney for 
Brown’s family that Brown did 
not try to drive away until depu-
ties opened fire. Womble said 
the video shows that Brown’s 
car made “contact” with law 
enforcement twice before shots 
could be heard on the video.

“As it backs up, it does make 
contact with law enforcement 
officers,” Womble said, adding 
that the car stops again. “The 
next movement of the car is 
forward. It is in the direction 
of law enforcement and makes 
contact with law enforcement. 
It is then and only then that you 
hear shots.”

Womble said officers shouted 

commands and tried to open a 
car door before any shots were 
fired.

None of the deputies were 
injured, according to previous 
statements by the Pasquotank 
County sheriff, Tommy Wooten 
II.

Womble argued that video 
of the shooting should be kept 
from the public while state in-
vestigators pursue their probe. 
He said the video should not 
be released until a trial in the 
shooting or, alternatively, if a 
completed investigation results 
in no charges.

Brown’s killing brought re-
newed scrutiny to North Caro-
lina’s 2016 body camera law, 
with some legislators seeking 
increased transparency. State 
Reps. James Gailliard, D-Nash, 
and Linda Cooper-Suggs, D-
Wilson, cosponsored House Bill 
698, which would subject police 
video to public disclosure 48 
hours after footage is recorded.

“This is not a blue lives vs. 
Black lives (matter) conversa-
tion,” Gailliard said in a news 
release. “Accountability and 
transparency is good for every-
body. Any areas in our systems 
that lack accountability is an 
area already out of control.”

The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this story.  

Butterfield

2 deputies killed, suspect and 2 others dead
The Associated Press

BOONE — Two depu-
ties were killed and three 
other people including a 
suspected gunman were 
found dead after a lengthy 
standoff in North Caro-
lina, a sheriff’s office said 
Thursday.

The Watauga County 
Sheriff’s office said Sgt. 
Chris Ward and K-9 
Deputy Logan Fox were 
dispatched to a home 
in Boone at 9:44 a.m. 
Wednesday after the 
homeowner and his fam-
ily didn’t report to work 
or answer telephone calls. 

Both were hit by gunfire. 
Other officers were able to 
pull out Ward, who later 
died at a hospital. Fox died 
at the scene.

“The individual sus-
pected of killing the two 
officers is also suspected 
of killing two civilians in 
the residence,” the state-
ment said. Sheriff Len 
Hagaman said they were 
the suspect’s mother and 
stepfather, WSOC-TV re-
ported.

A Boone Police officer, 
a Boone firefighter and 
an Appalachian State 
University police officer 
were shot at during an 

initial attempt to rescue 
the deputies, and the 
Boone police officer was 
hit, but he escaped in-
jury to his Kevlar helmet 
equipment, Hagaman 
told WSOC.

Morganton Department 
of Public Safety Maj. Ryan 
Lander told The News 
Herald just before 11 p.m. 
that the suspect appeared 
to have killed himself, the 
newspaper reported.

Hagaman said Ward 
died at a hospital in John-
son City, Tennessee.

“This is an incredibly 
tragic situation and our 
thoughts and prayers are 

with everyone involved as 
well as their families and 
our community,” Haga-
man said. “I greatly appre-
ciate the tremendous sup-
port we are receiving from 
law enforcement agencies 
across the region and the 
state.”

The sheriff’s office said 
officers from approxi-
mately 15 law enforce-
ment agencies surrounded 
the home. 

Other people living 
nearby were evacuated 
or told to shelter in place 
as the standoff lasted 
throughout the day and 
Wednesday night.

Clarence Wilson, 78, 
was on his porch when 
deputies pulled up in front 
of the house across the 
street. Gunfire erupted 
after the deputies arrived, 
Wilson said.

“Then they told me to 
get back in the house and 
stay,” he said.

Wilson said he later saw 
officers pull a man from 
the house.

“I don’t know if it was 
a deputy or who it was,” 
he said. “I was just wor-
ried about keeping myself 
safe.”

Wilson said he heard a 
second barrage of gunfire 

around noon as the house 
remained surrounded.

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper said he spoke with 
the sheriff to offer support 
and express his condo-
lences.

“We grieve for Sgt. Chris 
Ward, K-9 Deputy Logan 
Fox and the entire Watau-
ga County law enforce-
ment community today,” 
Cooper tweeted. 

“These horrific shoot-
ings that claimed lives 
and loved ones show 
the ever-present danger 
law enforcement can 
encounter in the line of 
duty.”

“Police shootings in America are now an 
epidemic, the public is losing confidence 
in our law enforcement and criminal 
justice system.”
U.S. REP. G.K. BUTTERFIELD, Democrat from Wilson
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Supreme Court weighs student’s Snapchat profanity case
By Mark Sherman 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A wary Supreme 
Court on Wednesday weighed whether 
public schools can discipline students 
for things they say off campus, worrying 
about overly restricting speech on the 
one hand and leaving educators power-
less to deal with bullying on the other.

The justices, hearing arguments in the 
case of a 14-year-old high school fresh-
man’s Snapchat F-bombs, struggled to 
fit the need to protect students’ political 
and religious expression with the ability 
of schools to get at disruptive, even po-
tentially dangerous, speech that occurs 
outside the school setting.

In one of many examples members of 
the court offered, Justice Elena Kagan 
described boys who keep a sexually 
charged online ranking of girls based on 
their looks. 

“You can’t put people in jail for com-
menting on people’s appearance, but 
shouldn’t a school be able to deal with 
it?” Kagan asked.

The court tested out possible outcomes 
in the case of the student’s profanity-
laced social media rant , which Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh described as her blow-
ing off steam just like “millions of kids” 
do.

Kavanaugh is one of several justices 
who have children in high school, or 

recently did. The court heard just under 
two hours of arguments by telephone be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic, well 
beyond the allotted 60 minutes.

The current dispute stems from Tinker 
v. Des Moines, the Vietnam-era case of 
a high school in Des Moines, Iowa, that 
suspended students who wore armbands 
to protest the war. In a landmark rul-
ing, the Supreme Court sided with the 
students, declaring students don’t “shed 
their constitutional rights to freedom of 
speech or expression at the schoolhouse 
gate.”

The court also held then that schools 
retained the authority to restrict speech 
that would disrupt the school environ-
ment.

At the center of this case is Brandi Levy 
of Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania.

Levy and a friend were at a conve-
nience store when she used Snapchat to 
express her frustration at being kept on 
her high school’s junior varsity cheer-
leading squad for another year.

“F——— school f——— softball f——— 
cheer f——— everything,” Levy wrote, 
in a post that also contained a photo in 
which she and a classmate raised their 
middle fingers. A second post questioned 
how an incoming freshman could have 
made the varsity.

The posts were brought to the atten-
tion of the team’s coaches, who suspend-
ed Levy from the cheerleading team for 

a year. Levy’s parents responded with a 
federal lawsuit, claiming the suspension 
violated their daughter’s constitutional 
rights to free speech.

The case’s potential importance grew 
when the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Philadelphia also sided with 
Levy and held that schools can’t impose 
discipline for what students say when 
they’re off campus.

American Civil Liberties Union lawyer 
David Cole, representing Levy, urged the 
justices to affirm the clean line the ap-
peals court drew, making clear educators 
have no authority over children when 
they are not under a school’s supervi-
sion, .

“Expanding Tinker would transform 
a limited exception into a 24/7 rule,” Cole 
said.

But several justices said the campus 
border is not so clear in the age of the 
internet and the remote learning that has 
come with the pandemic.

“How does that fit with modern tech-
nology?” Chief Justice John Roberts 
asked.

The school district and the Biden ad-
ministration both argued that the justices 
should reject the appellate ruling be-
cause it draws an artificial line.

Suspending Levy from cheerleading 
was a reasonable response because she 
targeted her coaches and a teammate’s 
ability to compete, said Lisa Blatt, repre-

senting the district.
Levy is “not somebody you’d want at 

the bottom of the pyramid,” Blatt said, 
referring to a cheerleading formation.

But if the court didn’t appear ready to 
embrace Levy’s argument, some justices 
also were concerned that a ruling for 
the district could give schools too much 
power to shut down speech they just 
don’t like.

“Kids basically talk to their classmates. 
Most of their conversation is about 
school. Most of their exchanges have to 
do with their perceptions of the authori-
tarian nature of their teachers and oth-
ers. And why isn’t this any different than 
just that the coach of this team took per-
sonal offense?” Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
asked, noting that her law clerks told her 
that among teenagers “how much you 
curse is a badge of honor.”

Kavanaugh also said the coach maybe 
went too far by suspending Levy.

“But, as a judge and maybe as a coach 
and a parent, too, it seems like maybe a 
bit of overreaction by the coach,” Kava-
naugh said.

By the end of the arguments, there was 
perhaps a sense among the justices that 
Levy’s case — a teenager venting her un-
happiness about an extracurricular pro-
gram — may not be the best one to use 
to write a sweeping rule about student 
speech in the digital age.

A decision is expected by late June.

India grieves 200,000 dead with many more 
probably uncounted in COVID-19 battle
The Associated Press

NEW DELHI — Three 
days after his coronavirus 
symptoms appeared, Ra-
jendra Karan struggled to 
breathe. Instead of waiting 
for an ambulance, his son 
drove him to a govern-
ment hospital in Lucknow, 
the capital of India’s larg-
est state.

But the hospital 
wouldn’t let him in with-
out a registration slip from 
the district’s chief medical 
officer. By the time the son 
got it, his father had died 
in the car, just outside the 
hospital doors.

“My father would have 
been alive today if the 
hospital had just admitted 
him instead of waiting for 
a piece of paper,” Rohitas 
Karan said.

Stories of deaths tangled 
in bureaucracy and break-
downs have become dis-
mally common in India, 
where deaths on Wednes-
day officially surged past 
200,000. But the true 
death toll is believed to be 
far higher.

In India, mortality data 
was poor even before the 
pandemic, with most 
people dying at home and 
their deaths often going 
unregistered. The practice 
is particularly prevalent in 
rural areas, where the vi-
rus is now spreading fast.

This is partly why this 
nation of nearly 1.4 billion 
has recorded fewer deaths 
than Brazil and Mexico, 
which have smaller popu-
lations and fewer con-
firmed COVID-19 cases.

While determining exact 
numbers in a pandemic 
is difficult, experts say an 
overreliance on official 
data that didn’t reflect the 
true extent of infections 
contributed to authorities 
being blindsided by a huge 

surge in recent weeks.
“People who could have 

been saved are dying 
now,” said Gautam Me-
non, a professor of phys-
ics and biology at Ashoka 
University. Menon said 
there has been “serious 
undercounting” of deaths 
in many states.

India had thought the 
worst was over when 
cases ebbed in September. 
But infections began in-
creasing in February, and 
on Wednesday, 362,757 
new confirmed cases, a 
global record, pushed the 
country’s total past 17.9 
million, second only to the 
U.S.

Local media have report-
ed discrepancies between 
official state tallies of the 
dead and actual numbers 
of bodies in crematoriums 
and burial grounds. Many 

crematoriums have spilled 
over into parking lots and 
other empty spaces as 
blazing funeral pyres light 
up the night sky.

India’s daily deaths, 
which have nearly tripled 
in the past three weeks, 
also reflect a shattered 
and underfunded health 
care system. Hospitals 
are scrambling for more 
oxygen, beds, ventilators 
and ambulances, while 
families marshal their own 
resources in the absence 
of a functioning system.

Jitender Singh Shunty 
runs an ambulance service 
in New Delhi transporting 
COVID-19 victims’ bodies 
to a temporary crema-
torium in a parking lot. 
He said those who die at 
home are generally unac-
counted for in state tallies, 
while the number of bod-

ies has increased from 10 
to nearly 50 daily.

“When I go home, my 
clothes smell of burnt 
flesh. I have never seen so 
many dead bodies in my 
life,” Shunty said.

Burial grounds are 
also filling up fast. The 
capital’s largest Muslim 
graveyard is running out 
of space, said Mohammad 
Shameem, the head grave-
digger, noting he was now 
burying nearly 40 bodies 
a day.

In southern Telangana 
state too, doctors and ac-
tivists are contesting the 
official death counts.

On April 23, the state 
said 33 people had died of 
COVID-19. But between 
80 to 100 people died in 
just two hospitals in the 
state’s capital, Hyderabad, 
the day before. It is un-

clear whether all were due 
to the virus, but experts 
say COVID-19 deaths 
across India aren’t being 
listed as such.

Instead, many are attrib-
uted to underlying con-
ditions despite national 
guidelines asking states to 
record all suspected CO-
VID-19 deaths, even if the 
patient wasn’t tested for 
the virus.

For instance, New Delhi 
officially recorded 4,000 
COVID-19 deaths by Aug. 
31, but this didn’t include 
suspected deaths, accord-
ing to data accessed by 
The Associated Press un-
der a right-to-information 
request. Fatalities have 
since more than tripled 
to over 14,500. Officials 
didn’t respond to queries 
on whether suspected 
deaths are now being in-

cluded.
In Lucknow, officials 

said 39 people died of the 
virus in the city on Tues-
day. But Suresh Chandra, 
who operates its Bhai-
sakhund electric crema-
torium, said his team had 
cremated 58 COVID-19 
bodies by Tuesday eve-
ning, and 28 more were 
cremated at a nearby cre-
matorium the same day.

Ajay Dwivedi, a govern-
ment official in Lucknow, 
acknowledged more bod-
ies were being cremated 
but said they included 
corpses from other dis-
tricts.

Last year, the Indian 
government used low 
death and case counts to 
declare victory against the 
coronavirus. In October, a 
month after cases started 
to ebb, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said India 
was saving more lives 
than richer countries. In 
January he boasted at the 
World Economic Forum 
that India’s success was 
incomparable.

At the heart of these 
statements was dubious 
data that shaped policy 
decisions.

Information about 
where people were getting 
infected and dying could 
have helped India better 
prepare for the current 
surge, said Dr. Prabhat 
Jha, an epidemiologist at 
the University of Toronto 
who has studied deaths in 
India.

Accurate data would 
have allowed experts to 
map the virus more clear-
ly, identifying hotspots, 
driving vaccinations and 
strengthening public 
health resources, he said.

“You can’t walk out of a 
pandemic without data,” 
he said.

Relatives of a patient who died of COVID-19 mourn outside a government COVID-19 hospital in Ahmedabad, India, 
Tuesday. The COVID-19 death toll in India has topped 200,000 as the country endures its darkest chapter of the pandemic 
yet. AP

Unusual coalition as Supreme Court rules for immigrant
By Mark Sherman
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An unusual 
coalition of Supreme Court jus-
tices joined Thursday to rule in 
favor of an immigrant fighting 
deportation in a case that the 
court said turned on the mean-
ing of the shortest word, “a.”

By a 6-3 vote, the court sided 
with Agusto Niz-Chavez, a 
Guatemalan immigrant who 
has been in the United States 
since 2005. Eight years later, he 
received a notice to appear at 
a deportation hearing but this 
notice did not include a date or 

time. Two months after that, a 
second notice instructed him 
when and where to show up.

By sending notice of a depor-
tation hearing, the government 
can stop the clock on immi-
grants hoping to show they have 
been in the United States for 
at least 10 straight years. The 
10-year mark makes it easier 
under federal law to ask to be al-
lowed to remain in the country.

The court was deciding 
whether immigration officials 
had to include all the relevant 
information in a single notice.

Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote in 
his majority opinion that they 

do, criticizing the government’s 
“notice by installment.”

Two other conservative justices, 
Clarence Thomas and Amy Co-
ney Barrett, signed on, as did the 
court’s three liberal members, 
Stephen Breyer, Elena Kagan and 
Sonia Sotomayor. 

“Anyone who has applied 
for a passport, filed for Social 
Security benefits, or sought a 
license understands the govern-
ment’s affinity for forms. Make 
a mistake or skip a page? Go 
back and try again, sometimes 
with a penalty for the trouble. 
But it turns out the federal gov-
ernment finds some of its forms 

frustrating too,” Gorsuch wrote.
A 1996 immigration law 

specifies “a notice to appear” for 
people the government wants to 
deport, Gorsuch said.

“At first blush, a notice to ap-
pear might seem to be just that 
— a single document containing 
all the information an individual 
needs to know about his re-
moval hearing. But, the govern-
ment says, supplying so much 
information in a single form is 
too taxing. It needs more flex-
ibility, allowing its officials to 
provide information in separate 
mailings (as many as they wish) 
over time (as long as they find 

convenient),” he wrote.
Gorsuch acknowledged that 

a lot seemed to be hanging on 
one word, but he said the court’s 
role is to make sure the execu-
tive branch does not exceed the 
power Congress gave it.

“Interpreting the phrase ‘a no-
tice to appear’ to require a single 
notice — rather than 2 or 20 docu-
ments — does just that,” he wrote.

In dissent, Justice Brett Kava-
naugh — an appointee of Presi-
dent Donald Trump along with 
Gorsuch and Barrett — called 
Gorsuch’s conclusion “rather per-
plexing as a matter of statutory in-
terpretation and common sense.”
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Museum a test site for touring exhibit 
Imagination 
Station opens 
‘Hidden No 
More’ 

By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818

The Imagination Sta-
tion Science & History 
Museum is a test site for 
a new exhibit featuring 
lesser-known scientists’ 
groundbreaking achieve-
ments.

Morehead Planetarium 
and the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill collaborated to cre-
ate the exhibit “Hidden 
No More: Shedding Light 
on Science Stories in the 
Shadows.” 

Jennifer Byrd, the Imag-
ination Station’s executive 
director, said Todd Boyette 
arranged for the Wilson 
museum to serve as the 
test site. Boyette is a for-
mer Imagination Station 
director and the Morehead 
Planetarium’s current ex-
ecutive director.  

“When he and his team 
got the grant to make this 
exhibit a nationally tour-
ing exhibit, he spoke with 
Nancy Van Dolsen, the 
previous executive direc-
tor here, and they decided 
that the Imagination Sta-
tion would be a good spot 
to do a trial run with this 
exhibit before it gets sent 
out across the country,” 
Byrd said. “It actually puts 
us in a really good position 
where, being the test site, 
Wilson actually has a lot of 
volume. We have a lot of 
say in how this exhibit is 
presented to the rest of the 
country.”

The exhibit is in five 
parts, with each part fo-
cusing on two scientists. 

Brooke Bissette Farmer, 
the museum’s director of 
exhibits and building res-
toration, said the portion 
of the exhibit opening Sat-
urday sheds light on two 
obscure scientists whose 

work in light refraction 
led to important advances, 
even though their names 
haven’t placed them in the 
spotlight. 

Kam�l al-D�n al-F�ris� 
was a Persian scientist in 
the late 13th or early 14th 
century.

“He actually is one of 
the first scientists that we 
know of to work with light 
refraction,” Farmer said.

Al-F�ris� had a giant 
glass globe that he would 
fill with water. He would 
shine light through it to di-
vide it into various wave-
lengths.

Mercedes Lopez Mo-
rales, a modern-day sci-
entist from the Canary 
Islands who earned her 
doctorate in astrophysics 
from UNC-Chapel Hill, 
also focused her work on 
light wavelengths.

“She uses the wave-
lengths of light for light 
filtration to identify the 
elements that are needed 
to sustain life on exoplan-
ets,” Farmer said.

An exoplanet is a planet 
that orbits a star outside 
the solar system.

The exhibit features var-
ious tabletop experiments 
that visitors can perform 
to study the mixing of 
light, the division of light 
and what happens when 
different wavelengths of 
light are projected on col-
ored objects.

Visitors can search for 
oxygen, methane and 
water by looking at three 

exoplanets’ light waves. 
Part of the exhibit in-

volves use of virtual reality 
goggles where visitors 
can explore the scientists’ 
laboratories.

“You get to experience 
and kind of work with 
what those scientists were 
doing,” Farmer said. “We 
kind of tested it out this 
past weekend, and every-
body loved it.”

The Imagination Station 
will host the exhibit’s first 
installment for about a 
year.

“This is a five-year pro-
gram for us. Each year, 
we get a different phase of 
this same exhibit,” Byrd 
said. “So we are only get-
ting small pieces of this 
exhibit right now.”

Two more scientists 
and their respective areas 
of study will be featured 
each year.

“Everyone who comes 
through the exhibit will 
get a free pair of these re-
fraction glasses,” Farmer 
said. “You put these on 
and you see rainbows 
everywhere. It is very fun 
when you look at the light. 
When I look at the light in 
the ceiling, I see all of the 
starbursts shooting off the 
lights.”

Visitors can wear the 
glasses and take pictures 
of themselves with other 
props in a selfie booth. 
The exhibit is geared 
toward fourth through 
eighth graders, but guests 
of all ages are welcome.

Imagination Station Executive Director Jennifer Byrd uses virtual reality goggles to 
explore two lesser-known scientists’ laboratories in the “Hidden No More” exhibit. Drew C. 

Wilson | Times

Brooke Bissette Farmer, Imagination Station’s director of 
exhibits and building restoration, looks through a prism and 
glass sphere in a new exhibit on light refraction. Drew C. 

Wilson | Times

Light waves are divided in a tabletop experiment viewed through a prism in the 
Imagination Station Science & History Museum’s new “Hidden No More” exhibit. Drew C. 

Wilson | Times
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Shopping small and local makes a big impact 
By Kelsey Sheehy
NerdWallet for The Associated 

Press

I get it. It’s easy to shop 
on Amazon. Running low 
on toilet paper? Need 

lightbulbs? Want a bath 
caddy on a whim? With 
two clicks and even less 

thought, the item you 
need/want/desire is at 
your doorstep, often in 48 
hours or less.

Shopping locally re-
quires more thought. Sup-
porting small businesses 
is an intentional act — one 
that the mom and pop 
shops in your neighbor-
hood desperately need 
you to make.

Tens of thousands of 
small businesses closed 
over the past year, many of 
them permanently. Each 
closure leaves a void that 
goes deeper than an emp-
ty storefront. The com-
munity loses dollars, jobs 
and resources that now-
shuttered business would 
have circulated back into 
the local economy.

SMALL BUSINESSES 

REINVEST

According to the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration, when you spend 
$100 at a small business, 
$48 stays in the communi-
ty. Spend the same $100 at 
a big-box store or national 
retailer and only $14 stays.

Why? Because local 

businesses rely on other 
local businesses.

TURNING THE LIGHTS ON

Local support is the only 
thing keeping the lights 
on for many businesses. 
In some cases, it’s turning 
the lights back on.

Some small businesses 
that had to close earlier in 
the pandemic have been 
able to reopen, in large 
part because of customer 
support, according to a 
January 2021 report from 
Facebook and the Small 
Business Roundtable , a 
coalition of organizations 
that advocate for busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs.

According to the report, 
25% of small businesses 
were closed in December 
2020, an improvement 
from 31% in April 2020. 
Among those that closed 
and later reopened, 31% 
say customer support is 
the reason they were able 
to do so. Businesses also 
cited social distancing 
measures (40%) and loos-
ened restrictions (30%) as 
factors that allowed them 
to reopen.

LOCAL SHOPS HIRE LOCALLY

Businesses need to staff 
up as they reopen and grad-
ually bring operations back 
to pre-pandemic levels. That 
hiring is going to happen lo-
cally, says Tom Sullivan, vice 
president of small-business 
policy at the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce.

“Small businesses have 
a unique advantage when 
it comes to hiring: a net-
work of community that 
is different than Indeed or 
LinkedIn,” Sullivan says. 

A RISING TIDE

There’s a saying: a rising 
tide lifts all boats. It means 
everyone benefits from a 
good economy. This hap-
pens on a micro level, too.

When a town or neigh-
borhood has a healthy 
small-business district, 
property values rise and 
housing demand increas-
es, says Matt Wagner, 
chief program officer at 
the National Main Street 
Center Inc., a nonprofit 
organization that works 
to revitalize historic com-
mercial districts.
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Gardners pivot to peppers 
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818

There may be no better exam-
ple of bringing farmer ingenuity 
to the retail marketplace than 
Gardner Family Farms’ mobile 
greenhouse.

The Gardners spread black 
plastic in a flatbed trailer and 
filled it with water, which con-
verted it into a movable, minia-
ture greenhouse for float trays.

“I call it redneck ingenuity,” 
said Tanya King of P.L. Woodard 
Co. and Farm Supply on Barnes 
Street where the rig is parked. 
“It sure is clever. It’s great for 
the customers.”

“We’ve got squash, zucchini, 
okra, tomatoes, cucumbers, dif-
ferent kinds of peppers,” said 
James Gardner of Gardner Fam-
ily Farms.

Gardner said the retail outlet 
reached an agreement with 
Gardner Family Farms’ Kevin 
Gardner to grow the vegetables 
in the remaining section of 
greenhouse space where the 
farm was growing banana pep-
pers to transplant in its eastern 
Wilson County fields outside 
Macclesfield.

“So, they are all grown on 
float beds in greenhouses on 
water on Styrofoam trays,” 
James Gardner said.  

Those same float trays have 
been placed into the mobile 
greenhouse at P.L. Woodard.

Adam Gardner, who is Kevin 
Gardner’s first cousin, is a part-
ner in Gardner Family Farms’ 
ownership. 

“Having the addition space, 
we had to heat the greenhouse 
anyway, so we thought we might 
grow a little extra that some-
body else might could use,” 
Adam Gardner said.

The 150-by-40-foot green-
house will hold 50 acres of pep-
pers.

The Gardners will transplant 
30 acres of peppers, and the re-
maining amount will be sold to a 
farmer in Lenoir County’s Deep 
Run community. 

‘LEARNING EXPERIENCE’

“Tobacco has always been 
the cash crop,” Adam Gardner 
said. “It has always been what 
made the money, and you don’t 
ever know what you are going 
to have from year to year with 
tobacco, but people have got 
to eat, so might as well grow 
something that people are going 
to eat. Having this opportunity 
through Mt. Olive to grow these 
has been an experience. It has 
definitely been a learning expe-
rience, but it has also been an 
enjoyable experience.”

Gardner said any produce 
crop is more labor-intensive 

than tobacco. 
“All these peppers are hand-

set. They are hand-harvested. 
No machines. They have to be 
irrigated daily,” Adam Gardner 
said. “They have to have a lot of 
water to produce the amount of 
fruit that we are asking them to 
do. You don’t want to put these 
plants in any more stress than 
you have to, so you are watering 
them. You are keeping the fertil-
ization up, you are keeping the 
land right.”

Gardner said the peppers 
require someone who enjoys 
tending to them. That’s where 
his son James, a Wilson Chris-
tian Academy student, comes 
in. 

“When we’re all busy doing 
this or that, James is the one 
who steps up,” Adam Gardner 
said. “James is the one we’ve 
asked to help keep them wa-
tered. He’s got some helpers 
that help him and he keeps 
them looked after. If he needs 
something, he calls somebody 
and we help him make it hap-
pen, whatever he needs. It is 
good to have James on the farm, 
being 15 years old wanting to 
come back and do this. When 
he’s not in school, he wants to 
be right here with us, beside us, 

doing whatever we’re doing, so 
I thoroughly enjoy him coming 
back to the farm.”

Tommy Batts, commercial 
horticulture agent for the N.C. 
Cooperative Extension office in 
Wilson, said the Gardners are 
not the first ones in the county 
to grow banana peppers for pro-
cessing. 

“They picked it up last year. 
One of the main folks got out of 
it because they found another 
opportunity. So the Gardners 
decided to pick up the slack, if 
you will, for the company,” Batts 
said. “These are sweet banana 
peppers. Once they get picked, 
they go straight in to the facility 
and get cut and go into brine 
and jars.”

‘DIVERSIFICATION’

The market has changed in a 
sense that during the pandemic, 
people bought more nonper-
ishable food and more jarred 
products.

“Mt. Olive actually saw an 
increase in pickles and other 
products last year, so we have 
seen an increase in that,” Batts 
said. “I think the biggest thing 
now in the economic sector of 
agriculture is we need to find 

other opportunities and not put 
all our eggs in one or two bas-
kets. Farmers are diversifying 
trying to spread their risk a little 
more.”

So the Gardners pivoted away 
from sweet potatoes and into 
peppers.

“Before we got into the pep-
pers, we have been growing 
tobacco, cucumbers, corn, cot-
ton, soybeans, wheat and oats,” 
James Gardner said. 

“We just didn’t want to really 
mess with sweet potatoes and 
decided to take a different route 
that not as many people are do-
ing, so we decided to grow some 
peppers. We are planting 24 
acres of banana peppers and 5 
acres of jalapeño peppers, all for 
Mt. Olive.”

Family patriarch John Gard-
ner said diversification is the 
answer.

“I think that’s going to be the 
future. You are going to have to 
diversify,” John Gardner said. 
“We’ve always depended on 
tobacco, but the boys are go-
ing to have to get some other 
source of income coming in 
here. The boys are growing 
cucumbers and peppers. That’s 
going to put the land in rotation 
and everything. I’m about 70 

years old, and it’s about time for 
me to turn it over to the young 
boys. My sons here and my little 
grandson right here, that makes 
it worth it all. That’s how come 
I keep going. I hope that young 
man there can keep this little 
operation going. I’d really like to 
see that.” 

Adam Gardner of Gardner Family Farms, right, pushes float trays of banana peppers as they’re loaded from a greenhouse onto a truck to be transplanted in the field 
Monday. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Tanya King of P.L. Woodard & Co. Farm Supply arranges plants in the mobile greenhouse housing plants grown at Gardner Family Farms. Drew C. 

Wilson | Times
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Citizen scientists have emotional connections with natural world
Do you like to count 

caterpillars or document 
birdsong? 
Have 
you ever 
scooped 
up pond 
water and 
studied 
hydra 
or para-
mecium 
or other 
small or-

ganisms?  Have you ever 
participated in the famous 
Christmas Bird Count?

If you answered yes to 
any of the above ques-
tions, you might be a bud-
ding citizen scientist.

Citizen scientists are 
amateurs or volunteers 
who contribute knowledge 
and data collection out of 

love for the natural world.
Citizen scientists, 

also called community or 
crowd scientists, observe 
specific elements of the 
natural world, collect data 
and often report findings 
that contribute  to scien-
tific knowledge.

Using equipment such 
as cameras, sound de-
vices, scales, lights, ther-
mometers, microscopes, 
telescopes, gauges, testing 
kits and numerous other 
objects, citizen scientists 
are hobbyists and lovers 
of nature who go about 
their data collecting with 
gusto, forming emotional 
connections with the envi-
ronment.

Examples of citizen 
science projects are nu-
merous. One of the most 

famous is the Christmas 
Bird Count, sponsored 
by the Audubon Society. 
From Dec. 14  to Jan. 5, 
groups of participants 
called “circles” collect 
data about bird popula-
tions in the U.S. and 
Canada and report their 
findings, contributing to 
bird conservation projects 
and general knowledge of 
ornithology.

The Globe at Night proj-
ect collects data on light 
pollution in our modern 
world with an abundance 
of nighttime light in urban 
areas.

The Big Bug Hunt, held 
in the U.S. and the UK, 
collects data for advance-
ment of knowledge of en-
tomology.

Then there is Eye on 

Water Australia, a project 
that studies water color 
and quality.

Floating Forest, spon-
sored by the University 
of Massachusetts, studies 
kelp and contributes to 
marine science.

The Hummingbird Mi-
gration Tracker collects 
ornithology data in the 
U.S.

You might like to par-
ticipate in Koala Count in 
Australia, the Monarch 
Larva Monitoring Project 
in Canada or the Portland 
Urban Coyote Project in 
— where else? — Portland.

If you have not seen a 
project you like yet, why 
not try the Taiwan Road-
kill Observation Network?

There is a project for all 
interests if you are willing 

to participate in citizen 
science.

Citizen science has been 
around for a long time, 
and it seems to be gain-
ing in popularity as we 
understand more about 
the damage that has been 
done to the environment 
in modern times.

Charles Clover wrote, 
“I believe citizens are 
beginning to realize that 
their birthright, a healthy 
ecosystem, has been 
stolen, and they want it 
back.”  This observation 
might encourage more 
of us to become citizen 
scientists.

Benjamin Franklin was 
one of the most famous 
citizen scientists of all 
time. We remember from 
our childhood hearing 

about his famous experi-
ment involving a kite, a 
key and an electrical 
storm.

Franklin defines a sci-
entist as “someone who 
thinks about the nature 
of the world in order to 
devise ways to better the 
lives of others.”

Franklin’s definition 
applies to citizen scien-
tists, who love the natu-
ral world, love to learn 
about it and love to share 
their knowledge with the 
world.

Science is everywhere, 
and citizen scientists want 
to be in the thick of it.

Sanda Baucom Hight is re-
tired from Wilson County 
Schools after serving as an 
English teacher.

SANDA 
BAUCOM 
HIGHT

House speaker: Transgender sports bill has been set aside
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — The North Caro-
lina General Assembly won’t 
advance legislation this year 
preventing transgender girls 
and women from competing in 
school sports labeled for bio-
logically female athletes, a top 

legislative leader said.
“The House will not be taking 

up that bill,” House Speaker 
Tim Moore told The Associated 
Press in an interview. “We’ve 
spoken with the bill sponsors 
and others and simply believe 
that there’s not a need to take it 
up at this time.”

The inaction marks another 
decision by state Republicans to 
step away for now from contro-
versial LGBT legislation rather 
than face criticism that GOP 
leaders in other states have 
experienced. Those actions, 
however, have failed to generate 
broader backlash.

Senate leader Phil Berger’s 
office said last week that there 
would be no votes on a bill that 
sought to limit medical treat-
ments for transgender people 
under 21 and punish doctors 
who facilitate that treatment, 
adding that there was no path-
way for it to become law.

Moore expressed skepticism 
that the sports bill would have 
had enough votes to be adopted 
into law. Vetoes by Democratic 
Gov. Roy Cooper, an LGBT 
rights supporter, are tough for 
Republicans to override because 
their majorities aren’t veto-
proof.

Welcome, sports fans!
We appreciate your support of local 
businesses while you’re visiting Wilson 
and surrounding areas!

We’ve included a map on page 4C to help you find 
local businesses and restaurants during your stay!

Scan for an interactive map

NCAA players, coaches, support staff and other visitors, welcome to Wilson and J. Burt Gillette Athletic Complex! 

www.WilsonNC.org     More about us: www.DiscoverWilson.com    Where to eat and visit: www.Wilson-NC.com  WilsonWhirligigPark.org 
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Welcome, sports fans!
Wilson is proud to host the 

NCAA Division 1 Men’s and Women’s 
Soccer Championship
April 27 through May 2 at Gillette Athletic Complex

We’ve included a map on page 4C to help you find 
local businesses and restaurants during your stay!

Game Schedule
Friday, April 30, 6 p.m.

Women, TCU vs. New Mexico

Saturday, May 1, 6 p.m.

Women, Georgetown vs. South Carolina

Sunday, May 2, 1 p.m.

Men, Fordham vs. Marshall

Sunday, May 2, 6 p.m.

Men, UCF vs. James Madison

Tickets available at WAWtix.com
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Welcome, sports fans!

2020

registration  
    is open now!
Registration 
    is open now!

Evening & online options available.

(252) 291-1195

wilsoncc.edu

Scan this  QR code  
or visit wilsontimes.com 
for an interactive version 

of this map.

Use this map to help you find local businesses and restaurants during your stay!  You’ll find more details on these businesses on pages 5, 8 and 9.  

Map Key

Hotels
• Holiday Inn Express - 
Wilson Downtown

• Days Inn

• A!ordable Suites  
of America

• Candlewood Suites

• Hampton Inn Wilson 
Downtown

• Quality Inn & Suites

• Hampton Inn &  
Suites, I-95

• Comfort Suites

• Country Inn & Suites

• Fairfield Inn & Suites

• Holiday Inn Express - 
Wilson I-95

• Red Roof Inn & Suites

• Microtel Inn & Suites

• Fleming Stadium

• Gillette Athletic 
Complex

Stadiums

Whirligig 
Park
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252.243.9629 · EmergeOrtho.com
1803 Forest Hills Road West · Wilson, NC 27893 •  Hurt? After Hours? Visit our Orthopedic Urgent Care

Emerge at the op
of our ame
Good Luck 2021 NCAA  
Tournament Players!

Welcome, sports fans!
Wilson is proud to host the 

Conference Carolinas 
Baseball Championship
April 28 through May 2 at Fleming Stadium

We’ve included a map on page 4C to help you find 
local businesses and restaurants during your stay!

Game Schedule

Friday, April 30

11 a.m.: Loser Game 4 vs. Loser Game 6

3 p.m.: Winner Game 5 vs. Loser Game 3

7 p.m.: Winner Game 4 vs. Winner Game 3

Saturday, May 1

11 a.m. Loser Game 9 vs. Winner Game 6

3 p.m.: Winner Game 7 vs. Winner Game 8

7 p.m.: Loser Game 10 vs. Winner Game 9

Sunday, May 2

1 p.m.: Winner Game 10 vs. Winner Game 11

4 p.m.: Winner Game 12 vs. Loser Game 12 (if necessary)

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

!e best location in Wilson 
for food, shopping & fun!
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DEAR DOCTOR: Our 
dad is a meat-and-
potatoes guy who 
always skips the 
vegetables. But 
he’s crazy about 
his grandkids and 
wants to see them 
grow up. I just 
read about a study 
where people who 

ate vegetables live longer. Can you 
tell us about it? It might help per-
suade our dad. 
Dear Reader: The links between 
improved health and a diet rich in 
fresh vegetables, leafy greens and 
fruit are quite strong. Numerous 
studies over the course of decades 
continue to reveal an array of health 
benefits. These include improved 
blood pressure and blood lipid 
levels; lower risk of heart disease 
and certain cancers; better blood 
glucose control; and improved gut 
health. Now, a team of researchers 
from the Harvard School of Public 
Health in Boston has added longev-
ity to that impressive list.

The new study you’re asking 
about appeared in March in the 
journal Circulation. It took the veg-
gies-are-good health claims a step 

further by getting specific about 
how many daily servings give you a 
better shot at a longer life. The au-
thors found a connection between 
eating five servings of vegetables 
and fruits per day and a longer life 
span. 

To reach that conclusion, re-
searchers analyzed health and 
behavioral data from two different 
decadeslong health studies. They 
selected 66,719 women from the 
Nurses’ Health Study, which is a 
collection of 30 years of informa-
tion about lifestyle factors, behav-
iors and personal characteristics, 
and the incidence of more than 30 
diseases during the course of the 
research. They also used 28 years 
of data from the all-male Health 
Professionals Follow-up Study, from 
which they selected 42,016 men. To 
be included in this new research, 
each participant had to have been 
free from diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease and cancer at the start of 
their respective studies. They also 
had to have been diligent in report-
ing their dietary intake. Any signifi-
cant gaps in that reporting disquali-
fied them from being included in the 
new study. 

Once the researchers crunched 

the numbers, they found the opti-
mal consumption to be three serv-
ings of vegetables and two servings 
of fruit per day. The groups who 
reported eating those amounts had 
a reduced risk of death from any 
cause — 13% less — than those 
who ate two or fewer servings. The 
reduced risk of death from heart 
disease was 10%, and the risk of 
death from a respiratory illness 
was 35% lower. While eating more 
than those five servings was fine, it 
wasn’t associated with additional 
longevity. And apologies to you po-
tato and fruit juice lovers, but these 
foods were not associated with the 
same health benefits.

So how do you measure servings? 
A small to medium-sized fruit — 
such as an apple, peach or a pear 
— is considered a single serving. If 
you’re eating berries or melon, it’s 1 
cup. A serving of cooked vegetables 
is 1/2 cup, and for fresh leafy greens, 
it’s 1 cup. 

We hope that this newest addition 
to the veggies-are-good canon of 
research helps you in your quest to 
get more fresh foods on your dad’s 
plate.

COPYRIGHT 2021 UCLA 
HEALTH

DEAR AB-
BY: I am a 
48-year-
old wom-
an, di-
vorced for 
10 years. 
During 
that time, 
I have 
been in 

two serious relationships. 
I’m no prude, but it seems 
like everyone I date, and 
who my friends and I talk 
to, and articles I see are 
all about sex, having sex, 
rushing to sex. It’s like 
there’s no emphasis on 
actually getting to know a 
person anymore.

I’d like to believe that 
sex is something people 
who are already emotion-
ally intimate can share. 
But by the third date, sex 
is not only expected but 
considered “normal.” 
When I say that it’s too 
soon for me, I’m not called 
back for another date. If 
I do go forward with sex, 
I feel compromised and 
cheapened when the “re-
lationship” ends. These 
men didn’t take the time to 

actually know ME.
Please understand. I’m 

mature enough to handle 
this, but I’m deterred from 
dating because of it. Are 
there any men out there 
who want a connection 
that isn’t just physical? 
— Not Connecting In Mis-
souri
Dear Not Connecting: Yes, 
there are. But in our 
hookup culture, it may 
take time to find them. I 
agree that we live in a sex-
obsessed society, as we 
are constantly reminded 
in print, television, film 
and online media. Many 
men in your age group 
avoid emotional intimacy 
because they have been 
divorced and don’t want to 
quickly jump back into a 
committed relationship. 

It’s possible you might 
have better luck if you join 
activity groups in which 
the members have com-
mon interests besides 
running right off to the 
bedroom. You should nev-
er allow yourself to be co-
erced into doing anything 
you don’t feel ready for. 
Unlike what some people 

may believe, sex does not 
automatically go with the 
dinner.

DEAR ABBY: My husband 
and I have been together 
for 10 years and were 
legally married a year 
ago. Our wedding was 
last-minute because my 
mother asked us to move 
the date up and make it 
happen fast. We obliged 
because she was very 
sick at the time, and we 
put the wedding together 
in nine days. The cer-
emony was beautiful. 
My mother passed away 
days later. It is obvious 
to me now that she knew 
she was terminal; how-
ever, I did not.

Since the date of her 
death is so close to our 
anniversary, it’s a very 
emotional and hard time 
for me. I would prefer to 
celebrate on a different 
day, perhaps the anni-
versary of our first date. 
My husband tells me that 
while he understands it’s 
hard for me, the date of 
our legal ceremony is im-
portant to him and worthy 

of celebration. I just don’t 
feel much like celebrat-
ing. Although I know it’s 
not fair to him, all I want 
to do is mourn the loss of 
my mother. How should I 
handle this? — Bittersweet 
Memories In Florida
Dear Bittersweet: A com-
promise is in order. Ex-
plain again to your hus-
band that because you 
lost your mother only a 
year ago, and this will be 
the first anniversary af-
ter her death, you would 
prefer to either forgo a 
celebration this year or 
celebrate on a different 
date. Assure him that 
your sadness will lessen 
eventually, and when 
it does, you will be fine 
celebrating your wedding 
anniversary with him in 
the future.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.
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Dating experience suffers 
in sex-obsessed culture

Fresh fruits and veggies greatly improve health

Just say ‘I can’t make it’ and leave it at that
DEAR MISS MAN-
NERS: I was recently 
reminded of a situa-
tion in which I acted 
badly. Due to COVID 
restrictions, this is 
not a scenario likely 
to come up again 
soon, but I am hop-
ing you can tell me 
what the mannerly 

approach would have been, so I can 
do better in the future. 

Last year, I was invited to a 
cookie decorating party. My job is 
to work with children who have 
significant behavioral challenges, 
and it had been a particularly 
stressful year. I declined the in-
vitation, stating that I was too 
stressed out from work to go. (It 
had been the kind of year where, 
when I got home from work, I 
would crawl into my bed and hide 
under my comforter for a couple 
of hours.)

The day of the event, my friend 
called to ask me if I would recon-
sider and attend her party. The truth 
was, I had declined the invitation 
because I suspected kids might be 
in attendance. I’ve found that when 
work is really stressful, I cannot be 
around children because I cannot 
turn the “teacher” off. In a weak 
moment, I thought I’d just tell her 
what the problem was: I asked her if 
kids were going to be there, and told 

her that it was a point in the school 
year where I couldn’t handle being 
around children.

She responded pretty coldly and 
told me that she couldn’t tell parents 
not to bring their kids. Then she 
gave me a weird lecture about how 
parents deserve to go to parties and 
have social lives, too. 

I had zero intention of trying to 
change her guest list; I just want-
ed to know if kids were coming, 
so I would know not to be there.

I do understand that you can’t ask 
who is coming to a party before you 
accept an invitation, but is there any 
polite way to inquire about whether 
children are expected?
Gentle Reader: At a cookie decorat-
ing party? Miss Manners would 
think that you could have made a 
pretty educated guess. 

Avoiding a whole category of peo-
ple, rather than irksome individuals, 
does not make the excuse any less 
rude. But your friend also should 
not have pressed you on what was 
an otherwise politely declined invi-
tation.

DEAR MISS MANNERS: I have been 
thinking about whether or not my 
gift to a charity in a couple’s name 
was rude. The wedding couple had 
requested no gifts, but to make a do-
nation to a specific charity instead. 
They included a box at the recep-
tion in which to place donations. 

I could not support the charity’s 
mission. After careful thought, I 
made a donation in the couple’s 
name to a highly respected local 
charity, whose mission is not con-
troversial. 

I never received a thank-you, and 
I wonder if I have offended. Should 
I have just not sent a gift? 
Gentle Reader: As Miss Manners 
does not believe that presents are 
fungible, she sees no harm in either 
following the couple’s desire not to 
receive anything or in substituting a 
real gift. 

Substituting a different charity 
was an unfortunate middle ground. 
It underlines your unhappiness with 
the intended charity while forgoing 
your opportunity either to claim that 
you could not contain your gener-
ous impulse to give them something 
for themselves, or to claim that you 
were never good at following direc-
tions. 

At this point, the wisest course is 
to acknowledge that the wedding is 
over and act as if everything is fine.

Please send your questions to Miss 
Manners at her website, www.
missmanners.com; to her email, 
dearmissmanners@gmail.com; or 
through postal mail to Miss Man-
ners, Andrews McMeel Syndication, 
1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO 
64106.

© 2020 Judith Martin

ASK THE 
DOCTORS

DEAR 
ABBY

MISS 
MANNERS

WILSON FAMILY YMCA  

3436 Airport Blvd, Wilson NC 27896
252-291-9622   www.wilsonymca.org

RUN FORWARD
TO GIVE BACK
Lake Wilson Spring Trail Races

Enjoy beautiful Lake Wilson as you run, 
jog, or walk for 2, 4, 6, 8 miles or as 
many as you can in four hours. Dedicated 
to the memory of Mindy Davis Pierce, 
proceeds benefit local nonprofits. Visit 
wilsonymca.org/lakewilson for full race 
details and link to registration.

TOMORROW, MAY 1
8 AM - NOON
Cost: $15-$30 SIGN UP NOW!
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Talk about those dirty kitchens and life messes
In a world of differing 

opinions and lived experi-
ences, 
the one 
thing we 
have in 
common 
is our 
imperfect 
human-
ity. So 
why is it 
so hard 
for us to 

talk freely about our fail-
ures and shortcomings? 
Why do we not talk about 

what we have to give up 
to achieve the success we 
happily promote?

Perhaps I was over-
thinking things a few days 
ago while looking at the 
wreck of craziness in my 
kitchen. I’ve been known 
to wax philosophical over 
the mundane, and a dirty 
kitchen falls squarely in 
that category. The idea of 
adding “clean kitchen” to 
my already long to-do list 
completely overwhelms 
me.

I’ve been productive 

over the past few weeks. 
There’s never a shortage 
of work in my job, and I’m 
making significant head-
way in my personal proj-
ects. These are the things 
I promote. These are the 
things that make me out-
wardly look like I might 
have my stuff together. 
But I know my kitchen is 
a mess.

I know this may not be 
everyone’s story. Some of 
you would never dream 
of having a dirty kitchen. 
And I can’t explain how 
the kitchen gets so crazy 
when I’m not cooking, 
because I only cook in a 
clean kitchen. It’s our cen-
tral hub when we come in 
the house. The clutter col-
lects quickly.

But I’m sure there’s 
something in your life 
that, despite your best at-
tempts, remains a bit on 
the crazy side. Something 
your inner critic shames 
you about endlessly. There 
are some things that we 
gloss over as we openly 
discuss our latest victory.

I think we should talk 
more about those things. 
When we do, we often find 

that we’re more alike than 
different. Yes, we should 
get excited about our 
hard-fought victories, but 
when we only share our 
highlight reels, we lose a 
bit of our accessibility, our 
shared humanity. 

Unfortunately, when we 
fail to talk about our dirty 
kitchens or our mess in 
general, there are people 
who are struggling, barely 
hanging on who are com-
paring the mess they see 
in their real lives to the 
imagined spotlessness 
that we post. Sharing our 
mess frees us and encour-
ages others. It may be just 
what they need to keep 
fighting another day.

And we do keep fighting. 
I’m not content with main-

taining a messy kitchen or 
a messy life. I want to find 
solutions to my problems 
and issues. But I know the 
biggest obstacle in prob-
lem solving is admitting 
there’s a problem. 

Believe me, there is 
understanding on the 
other side of admitting our 
messiness, our mistakes, 
our missteps. We are all 
navigating this imperfect 
life the best way we know 
how. There is plenty of en-
couragement and people 
who are rooting for us 
— not the polished ver-
sion that we want to show, 
but the real, behind-the-
scenes, outtake version 
that makes us human. 

We are more than our 
mess, but our mess is 

definitely a part of what 
makes us who we are. 
We are more than our 
struggles, but overcoming 
those struggles makes us 
stronger. 

We are a beautiful mix 
of mess and message, dis-
cord and harmony. 

We are not perfect, but 
we are good enough.   

LaMonique Hamilton is a 
Wilson resident and for-
mer Times reporter and 
copy editor. She is the 
national deputy director 
of communications for Re-
pairers of the Breach and 
the Poor People’s Cam-
paign: A National Call for 
Moral Revival and blogs 
about arts and culture at 
iamlamonique.com.

LAMONIQUE 
HAMILTON

Believe me, there is understanding on the other side of 

admitting our messiness, our mistakes, our missteps. We 

are all navigating this imperfect life the best way we know 

how. There is plenty of encouragement and people who are 

rooting for us — not the polished version that we want to 

show, but the real, behind-the-scenes, outtake version that 

makes us human. 
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Beehive generates buzz at botanical gardens
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818

The Wilson County Bee-
keepers Association has 
installed a beehive on the 
Wilson Botanical Gardens’ 
grounds.

“We are very excited to 
announce that we have 
permanent visitors to the 
Wilson Botanical Gardens, 
which are honeybees,” 
said Cyndi Lauderdale, 
the gardens’ executive 
director. “We are real 
excited to have the bees. 
For several years, we have 
been talking about where 
the location would be and 
how they could help polli-
nate, especially in the area 
that they are located, near 
the Heritage Garden. We 
grow lots of vegetables in 
there.”   

Lauderdale said the 
bees’ pollination may help 
the gardens produce more 
vegetables. 

Beekeepers association 
member David Bradley 
of Sapony Creek Apiary 
donated the beehive and 
bees, said Tommy Batts, 
commercial horticulture 
agent at the N.C. Coopera-
tive Extension’s Wilson 
office. 

The hive was installed 
on April 10.

Almost all of the botani-
cal gardens’ plants attract 
pollinators, Lauderdale 
said.

“We have always had a 
lot of pollinators, but not 
necessarily honeybee pol-
linators in the pollinator 
garden, so we do hope 
that we do have more 
honeybees in the garden 
along with the other pol-
linators,” Lauderdale said. 
“The first few days that 
the bees were out there, 
their legs were covered in 
pollen. So they are work-
ing and doing their job 
and taking advantage of 

all of the plants in the gar-
dens.”

A fence has been in-
stalled to provide some 
distance between humans 
and the beehive.

“They are pretty docile, 
but you still don’t want to 
be climbing on the fence 
or hitting the beehive or 
anything like that,” Lau-
derdale said. “We do hope 
that people will look and 
not touch our newest visi-
tors.”

“As long as you don’t 
threaten them, they won’t 
threaten you,” Batts 
added.

Currently, bees can only 
enter and exit the hive 
through a small gap called 
an excluder. 

“They only have a very 
small area where they 
can go in and out,” Lau-
derdale said. “That is to 
reduce the chances that 
the bees could remove 
the queen and move the 
hive. That is one way 
to keep your bees in a 
new hive when you are 
starting. That will be re-
moved, and then they can 
go in and out more freely 
along the base.”

Batts said installing the 
hive was a way to increase 
the club’s public visibility. 

“We have our apiary 
down there in Black 
Creek, but we have 
talked about how this is 
the botanical garden and 
people are out here all 
the time and ‘How do we 
get our club more visible 
and more outreach?’” 
he said. “One of the 
thoughts was we could 
put a beehive in the bo-
tanical garden because 
other botanical gardens 
have them.”

Lauderdale and Batts 
said the hive offers an op-
portunity for education.

“Education is what Ex-
tension and the gardens 
are all about, so Tommy 

is doing more on the bee 
side, and hopefully this 
will open us up to do more 
on the plant side for polli-
nators,” Lauderdale said.

Batts said every time he 
checks on the hive, pass-
ersby ask him questions 
about it.

“It is a nice little hive,” 
Bats said. The bees are 
nice and calm right now, 
so we will see where this 
leads.”

Club members hope the 
hive will produce honey 
they can sell. 

For more information 
about bees or the Wilson 
County Beekeepers As-
sociation, call Batts at 252-
237-0111

The Wilson Botanical 
Gardens is located be-
hind the Wilson County 
Agricultural Center, 1806 
Goldsboro St. SW.  

A honeybee collects pollen at the Wilson Botanical Gardens on Thursday. Drew C. Wilson | Times

A fence encloses a Sapony Creek Apiaries beehive at the Wilson Botanical Gardens. The 
Wilson County Beekeepers Association coordinated the hive’s installation for educational 
purposes. Drew C. Wilson | Times

US vows to ban menthol flavor in cigarettes, cigars
By Matthew Perrone 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. health 
regulators pledged again Thurs-
day to try to ban menthol ciga-
rettes, this time under pressure 
from African American groups 
to remove the mint flavor popu-
lar among Black smokers.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration has attempted several 
times to get rid of menthol but 
faced pushback from Big To-
bacco, members of Congress 
and competing political inter-
ests in both the Obama and 
Trump administrations. Any 
menthol ban will take years to 
implement and will likely face 
legal challenges from tobacco 
companies.

Thursday’s announcement 
is the result of a lawsuit filed 
by anti-smoking and medical 
groups last summer to force 
the FDA to finally make a deci-
sion on menthol, alleging that 
regulators had “unreasonably 
delayed” responding to a 2013 
petition seeking to ban the fla-
vor.

The deadline for the agency’s 
response was Thursday. The 
FDA said it aims to propose 
regulations banning the flavor 
in the coming year.

The action would also ban 
menthol and fruity flavors from 
low-cost, small cigars, which are 
increasingly popular with young 
people, especially Black teens.

“We will save save hundreds 
of thousands of lives and pre-
vent future generations from be-
coming addicted smokers,” said 
Dr. Janet Woodcock, the FDA’s 
acting commissioner.

She cited research estimates 
that banning menthol would 
prevent 630,000 tobacco-related 
deaths over 40 years, more than 
a third of them among African 
Americans.

Menthol is the only cigarette 
flavor that was not banned un-
der the 2009 law that gave the 
FDA authority over tobacco 
products, an exemption negoti-
ated by industry lobbyists. The 
act did, though, instruct the 
agency to continue to weigh 

banning menthol.
The flavor’s persistence has 

infuriated anti-smoking advo-
cates, who point to research 
that menthol’s numbing effect 
masks the harshness of smok-
ing, likely making it easier to 
start and harder to quit.

The mint-flavored cigarettes 
are overwhelmingly used by 
young people and minorities, 
particularly Black smokers, 85% 
of whom smoke menthols. That 
compares to about a third of 
white smokers.

“The science is there, the data 
is there, so why are these prod-
ucts still on the market?” said 
Carol McGruder of the African 
American Tobacco Control 
Leadership Council.

Her group sued along with Ac-
tion on Smoking and Health, the 
American Medical Association 
and the National Medical Asso-
ciation, which represents Black 
physicians.

For decades, companies fo-
cused menthol marketing and 
promotions on Black communi-
ties, including sponsoring music 
festivals and neighborhood 
events. Company documents 
released via 1990s litigation also 
show companies viewed men-

thol cigarettes as good “starter” 
products because they were 
more palatable for teenagers .

“There was a specific, inten-
tional focus on creating the next 
generation of smokers by mak-
ing menthol cigarettes available 
in those communities,” said Dr. 
Nia Heard-Garris, who chairs 
the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics’ group on minority health 
and equity.

In the late 1990s, new restric-
tions banned cigarette advertis-
ing from billboards, public tran-
sit and most event sponsorships. 
Companies shifted more promo-
tions to retail locations like gas 
stations and convenience stores, 
which researchers have shown 
are heavily concentrated in 
Black neighborhoods

About a third of all cigarettes 
sold in the U.S. are menthol and 
its elimination would be a huge 
blow to tobacco companies, 
including Altria and Reynolds 
American, maker of the leading 
menthol brands, Newport and 
Kool. With the slow decline of 
smoking, tobacco companies 
have been diversifying into 
alternative products, including 
electronic cigarettes and tobac-
co pouches. But those ventures 

still account for a tiny slice of 
industry sales.

A spokeswoman for Reynolds 
American said the company 
would submit evidence counter-
ing FDA’s proposal.

“Published science does not 
support regulating menthol 
cigarettes differently from non-
menthol,” she said in a state-
ment.

An Altria spokesman said in 
a statement that “criminalizing 
menthol” would have “serious 
unintended consequences.”

The FDA stressed Thursday 
that its ban would only apply to 
manufacturers, distributors and 
retailers, not individuals.

Smoking can cause cancer, 
strokes and heart attacks and is 
blamed for 480,000 deaths each 
year in the U.S. About 14% of 
Americans smoke cigarettes, 
with rates roughly even between 
white and Black populations. 
But Black smokers are less like-
ly to successfully quit, a trend 
that the U.S. Surgeon General 
and others have attributed to 
menthol cigarettes.

Menthol occurs naturally 
in mint plants. Known for its 
cooling effect, the chemical is 
used in cough drops and other 

medicines. Cigarette makers be-
gan adding the chemical in the 
1920s after realizing it reduced 
the throat hit of cigarettes.

Past government efforts tar-
geting menthol have faced op-
position from lawmakers from 
traditional tobacco states like 
North Carolina, but also some 
members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, many who have 
received campaign contributions 
from cigarette makers.

Some caucus members 
warned that banning menthol 
would create an illegal market 
for the products, subjecting 
Black communities to increased 
law enforcement.

But calls for action have been 
growing and last year the House 
of Representatives voted to ban 
the flavor with support from the 
majority of Black members. The 
bill stalled in the Republican-
controlled Senate after Trump 
made clear he opposed the mea-
sure.

The FDA’s attempts to get 
rid of menthol have repeatedly 
been delayed or derailed by 
forces inside and outside gov-
ernment.

In 2011, an outside panel of 
FDA advisers recommended 
banning menthol after conclud-
ing that it increases smoking 
among young people and mi-
norities and makes it harder 
for them to quit. But cigarette 
makers challenged the findings 
in court, claiming some panel 
members had conflicts of inter-
est they hadn’t disclosed.

In 2013, the FDA conducted 
its own internal study and 
reached similar conclusions, but 
the Obama administration did 
not move ahead with a ban.

Under the Trump adminis-
tration, FDA Commissioner 
Scott Gottlieb tried to again 
restart the process but it was 
never greenlighted by the White 
House.

Massachusetts and California 
have passed laws banning men-
thol. But California’s ban was 
suspended in January after a le-
gal challenge backed by tobacco 
companies; the issue is on the 
ballot next year.

This 2018 file photo shows packs of menthol cigarettes and other tobacco products at a store in San 
Francisco. On Thursday, the Food and Drug Administration pledged again to try to ban menthol cigarettes, this 
time under pressure from African American groups to remove the mint flavor popular among Black smokers. 
AP
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Take survey to help measure broadband access
Still cannot get high-

quality, reliable, high-
speed internet service at 

home? You 
are not 
alone. 

In fact, 
more than 
500,000 
North Car-
olinians do 
not have 
access to 
broad-

band because of a lack 
of population density or 
geographic barriers that 
prevent internet service 
providers from connecting 

to them.
The pandemic has shone 

a bright light on just how 
important broadband is 
for residents trying to 
work remotely, learn, visit 
with health care providers 
and connect with family 
and friends. It has become 
clear that broadband is 
not a luxury. It is critical 
infrastructure.

As we continue to re-
cover from the pandemic, 
we know that expanding 
affordable, high-speed 
internet across the state 
and removing barriers to 
adoption are more urgent 

than ever. 
The state’s invest-

ments in broadband 
must address these four 
items — infrastructure, 
affordability, equitable 
distribution and digital 
literacy, and that is why 
we need to gather better 
data on who is and who 
is not currently being 
served. 

Insufficient coverage 
data hinders efforts to 
expand broadband to un-
served and underserved 
areas. Right now, service 
is reported to the FCC 
by census block, which 

means that if one address 
within a census block has 
high-speed internet ser-
vice, the entire block is 
considered to be served. 
That leads to over-report-
ed coverage and inac-
curate data for funding 
decisions.

Here is where you come 
in. 

To build an accurate pic-
ture of broadband access, 
quality and availability, 
we have designed a five-
minute survey, available at 
ncbroadband.gov/survey. 
It is a quick and easy way 
you can make a difference 

for your community. 
We encourage every 

household and business 
across the state to take the 
survey — regardless of the 
quality of your access. It 
is available in both Eng-
lish and Spanish and can 
be taken online for users 
with internet access and 
by phone or text for users 
without service. 

Residents who need to 
call can either text “in-
ternet” to 919-750-0553 
or place a phone call 
and answer a few short 
questions. The survey 
only takes five minutes to 

complete and is available 
in English (ncbroadband.
gov/survey) and Spanish 
(ncbroadband.gov/en-
cuesta).

Providing broadband 
access to all North Caro-
linians is a necessary and 
urgent task, and this ad-
ditional data will give us 
a clearer picture of what 
your internet is really like. 
Please take five minutes 
to complete the survey 
today.

Jim Weaver is North Caro-
lina’s state chief informa-
tion officer.   

JIM 
WEAVER

More limits placed upon NC child marriage in Senate bill
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — Minors could 
continue to marry in North 
Carolina but additional limits 
would be placed upon those 
unions in legislation approved 
on Wednesday by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.

Current law allows children 
as young as 14 to get married. 

Youths who are 16 or 17 can 
marry with parental consent, 
while those 14 and 15 can marry 
if a pregnancy is involved and a 
judge authorizes the marriage.

The proposal would retain the 
current restrictions, but no one 
age 14 to 17 could marry a partner 
who is more than four years older.

Sen. Vickie Sawyer, an Iredell 
County Republican and bill 

sponsor, said the new limits 
would bring marriage param-
eters in line with statutory rape 
laws and discourage child sex 
trafficking and abuse. Bill sup-
porters said current laws are 
making North Carolina a desti-
nation state for child marriages.

The bill advanced despite 
speakers who opposed the mea-
sure and favored an earlier ver-

sion filed by Sawyer that would 
have barred marriage for every-
one under 18. They say child 
marriage in any form increases 

risks for the minor to drop out 
of school, live in poverty as an 
adult and face coercion from a 
spouse. 

The proposal would retain the current 

restrictions, but no one age 14 to 17 could 

marry a partner who is more than four years 

older.

SERVING 

YOU FOR

50
YEARS
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(BPT) - In the winter, keep-
ing the cold out and the heat 
in is everything. For many 
busy homeowners, it can be 
easy to overlook a few simple 
preventive maintenance tasks 
before cold weather sets in. 
Doing so can reduce the risk 
of home damage and help 
maximize energy efficiency. 
So before frigid temperatures 
are here for good, you can 
use this list to make sure your 
house is shipshape.

Check for exterior gaps 
and cracks

Take a walk around the 
exterior of your home. Get 
up close and inspect the 
windows, the siding and the 
doorways to check for cracks 
or gaps that need fixing and 
caulking. Plugging the gaps 
and making necessary repairs 
can help you keep the cold 
out. Because the freeze-thaw 
cycle can exacerbate these 
gaps, you’ll want to get ahead 
of that damaging cycle and 
fix these today.

Check your attic insulation

Heat rises, and the layers 
of insulation are an important 
barrier between you and the 
cold. The more the insulation 
settles, the less effective it is. 
So if it’s been a few years, 
take a peek at the upstairs 
crawl space. If it’s sunken 

below the floor joists, it may 
be time to replace it. While 
you’re up there, take a flash-
light and check the roof and 
joists for signs of leaks, rot 
and popped nails.

Give your heating system a 
checkup

Before the first snowfall, 
it’s always wise to contact 
your HVAC technician for 
a heating system checkup. 
They can give it a tune up, 
check for problems - and if 
it’s getting up there in years, 
can tell you if it’s time to 
invest in a replacement. If 
you’re ready to upgrade your 
system, ask your HVAC pro-
vider about technologies like 
LGRED° (reliable to extreme 
degrees). This new heat 
technology from LG Electron-
ics delivers superior heating 
performance, continuous 
heating operations down to 
-13°F and remarkable energy 
efficiency - ultimately helping 
your family stay comfortably 
warm during even the coldest 
winter day.

Clean out the gutters

Leaf debris in your gutters 
today can lead to roof and 
gutter damage tomorrow. But 
when the snow thaws, these 
leaves can move downstream, 
and end up plugging up your 
downspouts. A big sign of 

this is hanging icicles from 
the roof. These form when 
you don’t leave a clear path 
for the snowmelt, and that 
creates a dangerous situa-
tion when they fall. Plugged 
up gutters can also leave ice 
dams on your roof, which can 
cause leaky ceilings.

Have a smart winter win-
dow strategy

In colder months, your 
windows can help or hurt the 
cause of conserving energy. If 
window replacement isn’t in 
the cards this year, the next 
best thing is to winterize. 
In drafty areas, use window 
caulk and plastic sheeting. 
Remember, the sun’s lower 
angle can be an advantage 
this time of year; use it. By 
day, open the blinds and 
drapes so the thermal effect 
provides a bit of “free” heat, 
but keep them closed at night 
to keep the chill from creep-
ing in.

By catching these small 
issues early, you’ll feel good 
knowing your house is ready 
for the snow, ice and cold. 
Before winter is here to stay, 
ask your HVAC provider 
about the latest technology 
and ENERGY STAR certified 
products from leading brands 
like LG. To learn more, visit 
lghvac.com.

TOP THINGS HOMEOWNERS FORGET WHEN PREP-

PING THEIR HOME FOR WINTER

Accounting/ Tax Services

BRADLEY’S
TAX & FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

General Services Miscellaneous Services

Roofing/Gutter Service

Roofing/Gutter Service

Sales & Services

AC/Heating

Appliance Service

Floor Refinishing

General Services

Home Repairs

Lawn Care

Miscellaneous 
Services

Roofing/Gutter 
Service
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JUDGE LAMONT WIGGINS, 

PRESIDING

March 3

• Torey Edwards, pleaded guilty to 
possess marijuana and driving while 
license revoked, consolidated for 
judgment, 6-17 months N.C. Depart-
ment of Adult Correction suspended 
24 months, $250 fine, court costs, 
not test positive or possess illegal 
drugs or alcohol, failure pay $3,000, 
within 30 days substance abuse 
treatment and comply including 
driving while impaired assessment, 
failure to complete any treatment, 
arrest, comply with any treatment 
probation o!cer deems necessary, 
$100 due now, pay $10 monthly 
beginning April 5, miss two or more 
payments, cite, after 12 months 
remit probation supervision fees, 
destroy drugs, lab fee $600. 

• Tracy Lewis, pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor larceny, 120 days 
misdemeanor confinement program 
suspended 36 months, $250 fine, 
court costs, restitution $3,750, 
joint and several liability with co-
defendant, remit probation supervi-
sion fees after 12 months, $100 due 
today, pay $100 monthly beginning 
April 5 miss two or more payments-
cite, once money is paid move to 
unsupervised probation, no contact 
with or location of victim.

• Ronnie Lucas, pleaded guilty 
to misdemeanor larceny, 30 days 
Wilson County Jail, defendant 
has credit, $562.50 attorney fees, 
money civil judgment.

• Nathaniel Anthony Evans, 
pleaded no contest to maintain 
dwelling controlled substance, 120 
days Wilson County Jail suspended 
18 months, pay $100 today, $250 
fine, court costs, not possess or test 
positive or order for arrest, within 
30 days obtain substance abuse as-
sessment and follow any treatment 
probation o!cer deems necessary, 
failure $3,000, lab fee, pay $100 
monthly beginning April 5, miss 
two or more, cite, waive probation 
supervision fees 12 months, destroy 

drugs.
• Anthony Edge, pleaded guilty to 

possess firearm, alter serial number, 
6-17 months North Carolina Depart-
ment of Adult Correction suspended 
24 months, court costs, $360 at-
torney fees, not possess or test posi-
tive, no drug screening for 30 days, 
not possess firearm or be charged 
with any like offense, comply with 
any treatment probation o!cer 
deems necessary, destroy firearm, 
destroy drugs, pay $100 monthly 
beginning April 5, miss two or more, 
cite, after 12 months probation 
supervision fees, after 18 months 
and all money is paid and compliant 
transfer to unsupervised probation.

• Michael Chapman, probation 
violation, defendant admits viola-
tion, denies pending, prayer for 
judgment until May 10, not possess 
illegal substance or test positive, no 
drug screening of 30 days, failure to 
comply with above, arrest no bond.

• Keyshane Sanders, capacity 
hearing, court orders evaluation 
again, review on April 26.

• Jaquan Best, probation violation, 
defendant admits violation, willful, 
72 hours Wilson County Jail, ter-
minate probation, remit probation 
supervision fees, $60 attorney fees 
civil judgment. 

• Jahir McCoy, pleaded guilty to 
carrying concealed weapon, 30 
days Wilson County Jail suspended 
12 months, $250 fine, court costs, 
$420 attorney fees, not possess 
or be charged with possession of 
handgun, after six months remit 
probation supervision fees, pay $50 
monthly beginning April 5, miss two 
or more, cite, when all money is paid 
terminate probation, return firearm 
to owner.

• Ashley Ballance, pleaded guilty 
to burn building, 20-33 months N.C. 
Department of Adult Correction, 
money civil judgment, $1,700 resti-
tution, $210 attorney fees.

• Dontavius Barnes, pleaded guilty 
to maintain place for controlled sub-
stance, 45 days Wilson County Jail 

suspended 18 months, $250 fine, 
court costs, $615 attorney fees, not 
possess controlled substance or test 
positive, no drug screening for 30 
days, substance abuse assessment 
within 30 days and comply, cooper-
ate with any treatment probation 
o!cer deems necessary, pay $50 
today, pay $75 monthly beginning 
April 5, lab fee, destroy drugs, after 
12 months remit probation super-
vision fees, after 12 months and 
money paid move to unsupervised 
probation.

• Jeremy Barnes, pleaded guilty to 
accessory after the fact to murder, 
prayer for judgment until June 7. 

• Willard Winstead, pleaded 
guilty to five counts indecent liber-
ties with child, count one, 16-29 
months N.C. Department of Adult 
Correction, money civil judgment, 
$1,312.50 attorney fees, mental 
health SOAR, no contact with 
victim or family; count two, 16-29 
months N.C. Department of Adult 
Correction at expiration of previous 
sentence; count three, 16-19 months 
N.C. Department of Adult Correc-
tion at expiration of previous count, 
mental health SOAR; count four 
and five, consolidated for judgment, 
16-29 months N.C. Department of 
Adult Correction at expiration of 
previous sentence.

• Jason Vittorini, defendants mo-
tion to terminate sexual offender 
registry granted.

• Arthur Bolden, defendants mo-
tion to terminate sexual offender 
registry granted.

• Tiffany Page, probation violation, 
defendant admits violation, willful, 
continue probation and extend 18 
months, pay $75 monthly, miss two 
or more payments, arrest.

• Christopher Matthews, proba-
tion violation, defendant admits vio-
lation, willful, terminate probation, 
money civil judgment.

• Jimmy King, probation viola-
tion, defendant admits violation, 
terminate probation, money civil 
judgment.

March 4

• Malcolm Speight, probation vio-
lation, defendant admits violation, 
willful, continue probation, once full 
balance of restitution is paid, termi-
nate, hold in Wilson County Jail until 
restitution is paid, $60 attorney 
fees civil judgment, any remaining 
balance civil judgment.

• Stephen Abrams, probation vio-
lation, defendant admits violation, 
willful, continue probation, pay $40 
today, pay $10 monthly beginning 
April 5, miss two or more payments 
order for arrest, extend probation 
18 months, terminate when all 
money is paid, waive probation su-
pervision fees after July 1.

• Justin Davis, pleaded guilty to 
flee/elude arrest with motor vehicle, 
45 days Wilson County Jail sus-
pended 18 months, $500 fine, court 
costs, attorney costs, not possess or 
test positive, 24 hours community 
service within six months, commu-
nity service fee, not be charged with 
any charge related to tra!c or mo-
tor vehicle, substance abuse assess-
ment within 30 days, any treatment 
probation o!cer deems necessary, 
$100 due now, pay $100 monthly 
beginning April 5, after 12 months 
remit probation supervision fees.

• John Dufrene, pleaded guilty to 
two counts misdemeanor larceny, 
consolidated for judgment, 120 days 
misdemeanor confinement program 
suspended 18 months unsupervised 
probation, $250 fine, court costs, 
$420 attorney fees, remit jail fee, all 
money due today. 

• Ronquello Lucas, pleaded guilty 
to possess with intent to sell/de-
liver marijuana, 4-14 months N.C. 
Department of Adult Correction 
suspended 24 months, $250 fine, 
court costs, not test positive or 
posses marijuana, substance abuse 
assessment in 30 days and recom-
mend any treatment probation o!-
cer deems necessary, no medium or 
medical devise to allow defendant 
to assume another identification, 
not be charged with identity theft, 

remit probation supervision fees 
after 12 months, pay $100 monthly 
beginning May 3, miss two or more 
payments, cite, 18 months full 
compliance move to unsupervised 
probation, destroy evidence.

• Jeremy Woodard, pleaded guilty 
to possess with intent to sell/deliver 
marijuana, 4-14 months N.C. De-
partment of Adult Correction sus-
pended 24 months, $250 fine, court 
costs, not test positive or posses 
marijuana, substance abuse assess-
ment in 30 days and recommend 
any treatment probation o!cer 
deems necessary, remit probation 
supervision fees after 12 months, 
pay $100 monthly beginning April 
5, miss two or more payments, cite, 
no drug screening for 30 days, lab 
fee.

• Lamar Melvin, probation viola-
tion, defendant admits violation, 
willful, continue probation, security 
risk group with electronic monitor-
ing, 72 hours Wilson County Jail, 
contact probation o!cer with 
address, fail to report to probation 
o!cer within 72 hours of release-
order for arrest.

March 15

• Tevon S. Jones, pleaded guilty to 
assault on female, 60 days Wilson 
County Jail suspended 24, serve 15 
days intermediate punishment, no 
contact with victim, physical evalu-
ation with sex offender account-
ability, follow treatment and any 
other treatment recommended by 
probation o!cer, $500 fine, court 
costs, pay $150 monthly beginning 
May 3, waive jail fees for 12 months, 
remit supervision fees.  

• Louis Deschamps pleaded guilty 
to four counts indecent liberty with 
minor child, consolidated for judg-
ment, 16-29 months N.C. Depart-
ment of Adult Correction, all money 
to be civil judgment, sex offender 
accountability and recovery, no 
contact with victim, register as sex 
offender within 72 hours of release. 

• Eddie L. Farmer, pleaded guilty 
to forced rape, 73-148 months N.C. 

Department of Adult Correction, all 
money civil judgment, sex offender 
psych evaluation, no contact with 
victim; pleaded guilty to indecent 
liberty with child, 16-29 months 
N.C. Department of Adult Correc-
tion at expiration of first sentence, 
all money civil judgment.

• Matias Villaneuva-Mendez, 
pleaded guilty to assault with a 
deadly weapon, 60 days Wilson 
County Jail suspended 12 months, 
restitution on worksheet, remit 
money owed.

March 16

• Corey D. Melvin, pleaded guilty 
— Alford Plea — to larceny from 
person, 18-31 months N.C. Depart-
ment of Adult Correction at the 
expiration of any other sentence 
serving, all money civil judgment.

• Allan Sherrod, pleaded guilty to 
tra!cking Schedule I controlled 
substance by possession, 19-32 
months N.C. Department of Adult 
Correction suspended 24 months, 
court costs, $900 attorney fees, not 
test positive or be in possession of 
controlled substance, do not test for 
30 days, TASC, follow all treatment 
recommended by TASC or probation 
o!cer, if failure to do so terminate 
from treatment and order for arrest, 
if charged with controlled substance 
or alcohol offence while on probation 
order for arrest, 12 months elec-
tronic monitoring with curfew, not 
allowed to leave state, pay $2,000 
fine, within 18 months probation 
supervision fees may be remitted, 
pay $100 monthly beginning April 5, 
if two or more payments missed cite, 
no firearms if found order for arrest, 
destroy drugs.

March 17

• William Reason, pleaded guilty 
to misdemeanor larceny, 120 days 
N.C. Department of Adult Correc-
tion, all money civil judgment; plead-
ed guilty to fail to register as sex 
offender, fail to report new address, 
17-30 months N.C. Department of 
Adult Correction, all money includ-
ing restitution civil judgment.

WILSON COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

More data, mental health aid in NC Senate police reform bill
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — A retooled criminal 
justice reform package unveiled on 
Wednesday by North Carolina Senate 
Republicans contains new databases to 
discourage misbehaving law enforce-
ment officers from remaining on the job 
and expanded mental health assistance 
for police and deputies.

The bill, developed during a time of 
national focus on racial inequity and po-

lice shootings of Black residents — one 
in Elizabeth City last week — doesn’t 
include the most dramatic changes pro-
posed by Democrats and a task force 
commissioned by Gov. Roy Cooper. 
It also would create or raise penalties 
against rioters who cause physical injury 
or significant property damage.

But the measure, which likely will 
get a Senate Judiciary Committee vote 
next week, received endorsements from 
several law enforcement groups and the 

state’s local prosecutors. They provided 
input into the version presented to the 
panel.

“It is a milestone in criminal justice 
reform,” Fred Baggett, representing the 
North Carolina Association of Chiefs of 
Police, told senators. “It is a collaborative 
effort. It is a big step forward.”

The measure would create publicly ac-
cessible databases by police and sheriffs’ 
standards commissions so people can 
find out whether an officer’s certification 

has been suspended or revoked.
The commissions also would create a 

database accessible by law enforcement 
that contains “critical incident informa-
tion” about when an officer has been in-
volved in a case that results in a death of 
serious injury. Some of that data would 
be confidential.

These records are designed to help en-
sure that officers engaged in misconduct 
can’t move from agency to agency with-
out recruiters knowing about their past.
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Listings By Realtors
Adult Care

Need 2 - 3 Semi Volunteer
Christian caregivers for wonderful
90 year old Father in East Raleigh.
Needs 24/7 care, stipend $80 for 24

hour. Dad Covid
vaccinated and care giver must be
also. My main caregiver out for 2

months soon. 24/72 hr shifts straight
through. Really need help if able.
Please leave clear voicemail.

773-251-5957. Thank you much!

Cemetery Lots For 
Sale
CEMETERY PROPERTY: I have
some roadside spaces at Evergreen
that I will sell at a deep discount.
Also have vaults and bronze me-
morials that I will sell at half price.
Call 828-406-2200.

2 plots for sale at
Evergreen Memorial Park, asking
$2500.00 each. Contact Annette

Herring at 252-230-8053

Lost/Found Items

LOST
1953 NC State College Class Ring

Gold with Red Ruby Setting
Inside Engraved with
Billy L. Montague
***Reward***

Please Call (252-237-3516

JOBS

Drivers Needed

CDL DRIVER NEEDED
Class A or B CDL driver needed im-
mediately. Hazmat endorsement
preferred. Monday – Friday. Some
half day Saturdays. Please call 252-

243-2107 for applications

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

General Laborer
Various Task

Full Time, Entry Level
Call (252)371-3144

Woodworkers
3C Store Fixtures

has immediate openings for
experienced woodworkers

with a demonstrated work history
in finish carpentry

cabinet building or equivalent.
Permanent, full time, day shift posi-
tions with competitive wages plus a
full benefits package including

health insurance.
Please reply by email to

jobs@3C-inc.net

Part-Time 
Employment

Energetic, Dependable
Covid Vaccinated College Student.

Seeking a summer
babysitting/Nanny position.

Available to Start May 20, 2021.
References Available.
Call 252-281-1515

Restaurant 
Employment

FINANCIAL

RENTALS

Apartments

REAL 
ESTATE

Lots/Land

FOR SALE:
1 Acre City Lot in Wilson.

512 Briggs Street
(Five Points Area)
Call (803)707-0087

MOBILE 
HOMES

PETS

Dogs

Corkie & Dachshund
Puppies for Sale
Call Brenda at:
(919)965-4779

Found Lost Pets

REWARD!
NO QUESTIONS ASKED.

LOST ON 7/4 A MEDIUM SIZE
BROWN/ WHITE MALE DOG
AROUND 301/ HADLEY.
BLUE COLLAR /LEASH.

DO NOT CHASE!
253-245-4295 / 252-299-4100

STUFF

Quick Sellers

Hosta (variegated) 5 full 1/2 gal.
pots for $10. Call 252-237-2418.
Leave message (speak clearly).

John Deere Riding Lawn Mower
$450

Call 252-292-4079
or (252)243-5827

For Sale brown high post queen
bed w/box springs and mattress,
chester drawer and dresser (mat-
tress is in a cover) asking $250.00.
Dark brown dinette set table with
high chairs asking $250.00. Brown
king high head board with bed, box
spring and mattress in cover, large
dresser with mirror (like new) asking
$400.00. Black day bed asking

$100.00. End tables with small bar
asking $115.00 and different color
recliner, asking $50.00. Call 252-

291-3060

Garage/Yard Sale

May 1st, 7am-11am
3600 Country Club Drive NW

Wilson, NC 27896
Upside down Xmas tree, couch,
dresser/mirror, hall table/mirror,

comforters, lamps, pictures, clothes,
shoes (size 6) and miscellaneous

items.

Big Yard Sale,
2521 McNair St(off Glendale)
Sat, May, 1st, 7am-12pm

Adult & Kids Clothes, Plants,
kitchenware, Fan, Stool & Misc.

Great Prices!

COMMUNITY YARD SALE
4/30 & 5/1, 7am-1pm(both days)
Newton Park(behind SECU on 58)

Lots of Everything!!!

Gigantic Yard/Estate Sale
6769 Allen Gay Road, Farmville

Sat, May 1st, 8am-2pm.
Antiques, furniture,

kitchen, household, crafts, jewelry,
men/women clothes, fishing rods,

tents, quality items,
rain or shine!

HUGE MOVING SALE
3302 Blenheim Place, Wilson
Sat, 5/1 & 5/2, 6am-2pm

Furn, Decor, Housewares incl:
Kitchen Table w/ chairs,

Sofa, Tables, More; Games, Books,
Tools, Appliances & Camping

Huge Yard Sale.
Lots of everything: home decor, kit-
chen items, furniture, clothes, shoes
and more! Friday 9:00-4:00 and

Saturday 8:00-11:00.
3216 Edinburgh Drive.

Multi-Family Yard Sale
Sat, 5/1, 6am - Until

3601 Jayne Lane NW, Wilson NC.
Clothes larger sizes, decorations,
rugs, household appliances some

furniture and much more!

Multi-Family Yard Sale
Saturday May 1st, 7am till 1pm
4882 Strickland Road, Bailey
Some furniture, Small kitchen
appliances, household items,
Christmas decorations, clothes,

misc items odd & ends

Saturday, May 1st
7am-10am

3914 Rasberry Drive N
Sale of Colorful Butterfly Wreaths

Seasonal Wreaths
& Crochet Items

SECOND BLESSINGS OF ECUMC
100 W NASH ST ELM CITY NC
The best kept secret in the Wilson

area is open every
Saturday 9:00-Noon.

Housewares & Gently used clothing
for the entire family

Most Items are $1-$2-$3
THIS WEEKʼS SPECIAL

Sat. May 1
ALL Ladies blouses/tops $2
Buy One-Get One FREE

ALL Menʼs dress/golf shirts $3
Buy One-Get One FREE

YOU WONʼT FIND BETTER
QUALITY OR LOWER PRICES
Supporting those in need since

2009
Masks are required

CASH ONLY
follow us on Facebook

WILSON
Village Subdivision on
Country Club West.

COMMUNITY YARD SALE
Sat, May 1, 2021
7am - 12pm
No Early Birds

Yard Sale,
Sat, 5/1, 7am-Until
1103 Cardinal Drive

Men, Women & Kids Clothes, Head
Board for Queen Size Bed, Shoes &

Much More!

Merchandise For 
Sale
For Sale
Remington MOD 1100 Magnum 20
guage full choke. Perfect for tuekey
season. Call 252-235-6224 and
leave message.

RECREATIONAL

Vehicle, Boat & RV
Storage available.

Contact 252-289-6304
for details and rates.

Cars

For Sale 2008 Acura TL white,
161k, good condition firm $4,995.
Call or text 252-296-6373.
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Legal NOTICE OF SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION, State of North Caro-
lina, Wilson County
By: City of Wilson
TO: Linda Linton Joyner, owner of 
interest in Unit/Lot # 1, 6, 7, 12, 13, 
15, and/or 16 Village Park, Mobile 
Home Park, 301 Harper St, NE; PIN 
# 3722-62-2205
TAKE NOTICE that the City of 
Wilson Code Enforcement Officer 
conducted hearings on April 12, 
2021 to determine if the structures 
located on the above-referenced 
properties were in violation of State 
and City building regulations.  Hav-
ing found that such structures are 
in violation of said laws and are an 
imminent threat to public health and 
safety, the Building Inspector has 
ordered the structure(s) be repaired 
or demolished and removed within 
60 days of his order dated April 26, 
2021. Should such action not take 
place, the City of Wilson will proceed 
with immediate demolition of the 
structure(s).  Brooks Wadsworth, 
Code Enforcement Officer, City of 
Wilson, 252-399-2240.

Publish on: April 30, 2021
Affidavit Requested
The Wilson Times
April 30, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.20 E 829

Having qualified as the Executor 
of the Estate of Larry Graham 
Robbins of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 14 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immediate 
payment.
Danny Robbins
Robert A. Farris, Jr.
Farris & Thomas,
P.O.Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894-2848
The Wilson Times
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO CONSIDER AMENDMENTS TO

CHAPTERS 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, AND 17 
OF

THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 
ORDINANCE

OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF WILSON, NORTH 

CAROLINA

Notice is hereby given that a PUB-
LIC HEARING for a text amendment 
regarding Chapters 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 
and 17 regarding technical changes 
to bring the UDO into compliance 
with changes made by the State 
will be held on Tuesday, May 4, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m., at which time 
any objection or suggestion will be 
duly considered by the Planning & 
Design Review Board.

Also notice is hereby given that the 
City Council of the City of Wilson will 
hold a public hearing on Thurs-
day, May 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider an ordinance to amend 
the Unified Development Ordi-
nance Chapters 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, and 
17 regarding technical changes to 
bring the UDO into compliance with 
changes made by the State.

The City is operating under a State 
of Emergency declaration related to 
the spread of COVID-19. In order to 
remain consistent with limiting physi-
cal interactions and the potential 
spread of COVID-19, there will be 
reduced in-person capacity accord-
ing to state guidelines. The May 4, 
2021 Planning & Design Review 
Board meeting and the May 20, 
2021 City Council meeting will be 
held in Council Chambers located 
on the third floor of City Hall. Facility 
accommodations will be spaced to 
allow appropriate physical distanc-
ing. Face coverings will be required. 
Anyone who wishes to speak during 
the public comment period will be 
required to sign in with the Clerk/
Secretary in Council Chambers 
fifteen minutes prior to the start of 
the business meeting.

Please see the City of Wilson’s web-
site for additional details and viewing 
meetings: www.WilsonNC.org.

Further, one or more Councilmem-
bers and/or Board Members may 
participate in this meeting via remote 
communications technology. Please 
see the City of Wilson’s Website 
for additional details on participa-
tion and viewing meetings: www.
WilsonNC.org.

Persons with disabilities who need 
accommodation to participate in city 
programs should submit a request 
for accommodation at least 72 hours 
prior to the program.

The full text of the proposed amend-
ments of the Unified Development 
Ordinance of the City of Wilson are 
available for public inspection in the 
office of Development Services at 
City Hall from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, with exception of 
weekends and holidays.

Substantial changes may be made 
to the proposed ordinance based 
upon evidence which may be given 
at the public hearing.
If you have questions concerning 
this request, please contact Land 
Development at (252) 399-2220, 
option 3 then 2.

This the 23rd day of April, 2021.

CITY OF WILSON, NORTH CARO-
LINA
CARLTON L. STEVENS, MAYOR
TONYA WEST, CITY CLERK

PUBLISH: 
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 2021

Legal NOTICE OF SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION, State of North 
Carolina, Wilson County By: City of 
Wilson Re: 

Ulises Orea Barrera, Joseph R. 
Daniels, George A. Weaver, Trustee, 
owners of record of 609 Viola St. E; 
The Galloway Group, Inc., Provi-
dence Bank f/ka Cornerstone Bank, 
Robert H. Ladd, III, Substitution 
Trustee, owners of record of 403 
Academy St. E.

Take notice that the City of Wilson 
has inspected and cited the building 
on the above referenced real prop-
erty for being in violation of City and 
State building regulations.  A hearing 
will be held before the Community 

Improvement Specialist, Jonathan 
Rogers or his designee on May 12, 
2021, at 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
respectively, at the Wilson City Hall 
located at 112 Goldsboro Street, 
Wilson, NC, at which time all own-
ers and parties of interest shall be 
entitled to be heard in person or by 
counsel and to present evidence. 
After the hearing the City may issue 
an order requiring the owner to 
repair, close, vacate, or demolish 
the building as appears appropriate.  
Jonathan Rogers, Community Im-
provement Specialist City of Wilson, 
252-399-2216
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
21 E 311
Having qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of Robert Joseph Ellis of 
Wilson County, North Carolina, this 
is to notify all persons having claims 
against said Estate to present them 
to the undersigned on or before 
August 2, 2021, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate 
please make immediate payment.
This the 30 th day of April, 2021.

Jimmy Pappas, Executor
Allen G. Thomas, Attorney
Farris & Thomas Law, P.A.
PO Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894-2848

Publish:          
04/30/21
05/07/21
05/14/21
05/21/21
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. WILLIS L. WILLIAMS 
and spouse, if any, and all possible 
heirs and assignees of WILLIS L. 
WILLIAMS and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 16-CVD-1103, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described 
real property, lying and being in 
Wilson Township, State and County 
aforesaid, and more particularly 
described as follows:
    Being Lot No. 10 in Block 12 as 
shown by a map of the Singletary 
property recorded in Book 72, Page 
482, said lot fronting 46.66 feet 
on the southerly side of Rountree 
Street and running back therefrom 
between parallel lines a distance of 
135 feet. For back reference, see 
deed recorded in Book 1781, Page 
181, Wilson County Registry and 
00-SP-158.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3721-66-3578    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.
    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. ROY C. TEDDER and 
spouse, if any, and all possible heirs 
and assignees of ROY C. TEDDER 
and spouse, if any, or any other 
person or entity claiming thereunder, 
et al, 20-CVD-290, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 12th day 
of May, 2021, offer for sale and sell 
for cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the court-
house door in Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Wilson, North Carolina at 
12:00 o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, lying and 
being in State and County aforesaid, 
and more particularly described as 
follows:
    Fronting 71 feet on Jefferson 
Street; and being Lot No. 20 of 
Block L of the Warren Street Urban 
Renewal Area, a plat of which is 
recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 43, 
Wilson County Registry. It being one 
of the lots conveyed to E.B. Jordan, 
Jr., by deed recorded in Book 1058, 
page 445, Wilson County Registry. 

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3712-71-3432.000    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 

property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.
    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE
    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. JAMES A. HILL, JR., 
and spouse, VANESSA D. HILL, and 
all possible heirs and assignees of 
JAMES A HILL, JR., and spouse, 
VANESSA D. HILL, or any other 
person or entity claiming thereunder, 
et al, 18-CVD-84, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 12th day 
of May, 2021, offer for sale and sell 
for cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the court-
house door in Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Wilson, North Carolina at 
12:00 o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, lying and 
being in Gardners Township, State 
and County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as follows:
    Being all of Lot 1, containing 
21.14 acres, as shown on a map en-
titled “Property of Billy J. Grady and 
wife, Marion C. Grady”, which map 
is recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 
79, Wilson County Registry.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    This conveyance is made subject 
to a 120 day right of redemption by 
the United States of America pursu-
ant to 26 U.S.C. Section 7425 and 
28 U.S.C. Section 2410.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3743-84-0378    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.
    This sale is subject to a 120 day 
right of redemption by the United 
States of America pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. Section 7425 and 28 U.S.C. 
Section 2410.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.    

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE 
SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. The HEIRS, AS-
SIGNS, and DEVISEES of JUANITA 
WATSON and spouse, if any, which 
may include BRENDA K. WATSON 
and spouse, if any, or any other 
person or entity claiming thereunder, 
and MARY ELIZABETH ARTIS and 
spouse, if any, and all possible heirs 
and assignees of MARY ELIZA-
BETH ARTIS and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 06-CVD-1976, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described real 
property, lying in State and County 
aforesaid, and more particularly 
described as follows:
    That certain lot on the North side 
of Aycock Street beginning at an 
iron stake on the property line of 
Aycock Street which iron stake is 
located N. 85 degrees 00’ W. 60 feet 
from Woodrow Street, runs thence 
with and along Aycock Street N. 85 
degrees 00’ W. 55 feet to an iron 
stake cornering, runs thence N. 
6 degrees 33’ W. 101.7 feet to an 
iron stake, cornering, runs thence 
N. 89 degrees 50’ E. 52 feet to an 
iron stake, cornering, runs thence 
S. 8 degrees 42’ E. 106.2 feet to the 
point of beginning.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3721-06-0734    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 

being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. JAMES A. HILL, JR., 
and spouse, VANESSA HILL, and 
all possible heirs and assignees of 
JAMES A. HILL, JR., and spouse, 
VANESSA HILL, or any other person 
or entity claiming thereunder, et 
al, 10-CVD-1671, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 12th day 
of May, 2021, offer for sale and sell 
for cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the court-
house door in Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Wilson, North Carolina at 
12:00 o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, lying and 
being in Gardners Township, State 
and County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as follows:
    That certain real estate located in 
Gardners Township Wilson County, 
North Carolina, and more particu-
larly described as follows:  BEING 
all of Lot 3 containing 0.92 acres as 
shown on a plat entitled “Property 
of James A. Hill, Jr.” which map is 
recorded in Plat Book 32, Page 47, 
Wilson County Registry, reference 
to which plat is hereby made for 
a more complete and accurate 
description.  

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.   

    This conveyance is made subject 
to a 120 day right of redemption by 
the United States of America pursu-
ant to 26 U.S.C. Section 7425 and 
28 U.S.C. Section 2410.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3743-74-6157    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and county 
taxes and all local improvement 
assessments against the above 
described property not included in 
the judgment in the above-entitled 
cause. Specifically, but without 
limiting the foregoing provisions, 
this sale is subject to 2018, 2019 
and 2020 ad valorem taxes and the 
interest that has accrued against the 
delinquent taxes since the filing of 
the Judgment on October 26, 2017.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This sale is subject to a 120 day 
right of redemption by the United 
States of America pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. Section 7425 and 28 U.S.C. 
Section 2410. 

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021 

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
21 E 167
Having qualified as Administrator 
of the Estate of Ernest Maddux of 
Wilson County, North Carolina, this 
is to notify all persons having claims 
against said Estate to present them 
to the undersigned on or before 
August 2, 2021, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate 
please make immediate payment.
This the 30 th day of April, 2021.

Doris E. Maddux, Executor
Robert A. Farris, Jr., Attorney
Farris & Thomas Law, P.A.
PO Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894-2848

Publish:           04/30/21
05/07/21
05/14/21
05/21/21
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 21 
E 187

Having qualified as Administratrix 
of the Estate of John Burton Helms 
of Wilson, NC, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 

the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before July 16, 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate please make 
immediate payment.

Elizabeth Powell Helms, Adminis-
tratrix
Janice A. Walston, Attorney
PO Box 279
Wilson, NC  27894-0279
The Wilson Times
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

Sallie B. Howard School of Arts 
and Science

Notification to Parents/Students 
of Destruction Policy for

Special Education Records
 Confidential records for 
special education students will not 
be maintained longer than five years 
after the student’s exit/graduation. 
These records contain personally 
identifiable information and will no 
longer be needed to provide special 
education and related services.
 Parents and students (18 
years of age and older) are entitled 
to receive a copy of the records that 
may be needed for social security 
benefits or other purposes.
 If your birthdate was in 
1997 or 1998, record destruction will 
take place during the month of June 
2021.
 Please contact Michael 
Sano, Exceptional Children Coordi-
nator by May 31, 2021 at 252- 293-
4150 should you wish to obtain a 
copy of your records.
The Wilson Times
April 30, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order 
of the District Court of Wilson 
County, North Carolina, made 
and entered in the action entitled 
COUNTY OF WILSON vs. The 
HEIRS, ASSIGNS, and DEVISEES 
of CORINE E. BRASWELL, and 
spouse, if any, which may include 
SHARON Y. HORNE and spouse, if 
any, JACQUELINE K. FARMER and 
spouse, if any, CURTIS L. FARMER 
and spouse, if any, and RODNEY 
E. FARMER and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 16-CVD-405, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described real 
property, lying and being in State 
and County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as follows:
    Fronting 75’ on Stantonsburgh 
Street and running back between 
two parallel lines to a depth of 100’, 
being designated as Lots No. 6, 7, 
and 8 upon a plat of the D.C. Sugg 
property recorded in Plat Book 1, 
Page 195, Wilson County Registry, 
reference to said plat as recorded, 
being duly made for a better descrip-
tion of the same.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3721-55-0721.000    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and county 
taxes and all local improvement 
assessments against the above 
described property not included in 
the judgment in the above-entitled 
cause. Specifically, but without 
limiting the foregoing provisions, this 
sale is subject to 2020 ad valorem 
taxes and the interest that has ac-
crued against the delinquent taxes 
since the filing of the Judgment on 
July 23, 2020. A cash deposit of 20 
percent of the successful bid will be 
required.  In addition, the success-
ful bidder will be required, at the 
time the Deed is recorded to pay for 
recording fees and revenue stamps 
assessed by the Wilson County 
Register of Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF REZONING WITHIN
THE CITY OF WILSON, NORTH 

CAROLINA
AND PUBLIC HEARINGS TO BE 

HELD
May 4th and May 20th, 2021

AT 7:00 P.M.

All citizens and residents of the City 
of Wilson and its extraterritorial zone 
will take notice that the Planning & 
Design Review Board has received 
rezoning requests within the City 
of Wilson, North Carolina for the 
property as described below:

ZONING CHANGE REQUEST 
(Project #21-103)
REQUESTED ZONE: SR4 (Subur-
ban Residential-Low Density)
PRESENT ZONE: GC (General 
Commercial) and GR6 (General 
Residential – Medium Density)
APPLICANT: Richard Herring, 
Herring-Sutton & Associates, P.A.
PROPERTY OWNER(s): Richard 
Smith, Jr
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 103 Can-
terbury Road NW
PROPERTY SIZE: approximately 
1.72 acres (74,923.2 square feet)
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Property 
is located on the South side of Can-
terbury Road, mid-block between 
Hermitage Road and Nash Street.
SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION: 3713-60-
8457.000 (PIN)
PRESENT USE OF PROPERTY: 
Vacant undeveloped

ZONING CHANGE REQUEST 
(Project #21-111)
REQUESTED ZONE: GR6-CD 
(General Residential – Medium 
Density – Conditional District)
PRESENT ZONE: GR6 (General 
Residential – Medium Density)
APPLICANT: Steve Oliverio, Bartlett 
Engineering & Surveying, PC
PROPERTY OWNER(s): Center on 
Maintaining Preferred Aging Ser-
vices and Solutions, Greg Godard, 
Chairman
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 906 Jordan 
St S
PROPERTY SIZE: approximately 
0.17 acres (7,405.2 square feet)
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: North 
side of Jordan St S, mid-block 
between Woodrow and Barnhill 
Streets.
SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION: 3711-96-
9313.000 (PIN)
PRESENT USE OF PROPERTY: 
Vacant undeveloped

A PUBLIC HEARING for the rezon-
ing request(s) will be held virtually 
on Tuesday, May 4, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time any objection or 
suggestion will be duly considered 
by the Planning & Design Review 
Board.

A PUBLIC HEARING for the rezon-
ing request(s) will be virtually on 
Thursday, May 20 th , 2021 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time any objection or 
suggestion will be duly considered 
by the City Council.

The City is operating under a State 
of Emergency declaration related to 
the spread of COVID-19. In order to 
remain consistent with limiting physi-
cal interactions and the potential 
spread of COVID-19, there will be 
reduced in-person capacity accord-
ing to state guidelines. The May 4, 
2021 Planning & Design Review 
Board meeting and the May 20, 
2021 City Council meeting will be 
held in Council Chambers located 
on the third floor of City Hall. Facility 
accommodations will be spaced to 
allow appropriate physical distanc-
ing. Face coverings will be required. 
Anyone who wishes to speak during 
the public comment period will be 
required to sign in with the Clerk/
Secretary in Council Chambers 
fifteen minutes prior to the start of 
the business meeting.

Please see the City of Wilson’s web-
site for additional details and viewing 
meetings: www.WilsonNC.org

Further, one or more Councilmem-
bers and/or Board Members may 
participate in this meeting via remote 
communications technology. Please 
see the City of Wilson’s Website 
for additional details on participa-
tion and viewing meetings: www.
WilsonNC.org.

If you have questions concerning 
this request, please contact Land 
Development at (252) 399-2220, 
option 3 then 2.

Persons with disabilities who need 
accommodation to participate in city 
programs should submit a request 
for accommodation at least 72 hours 
prior to the program.

This the 23rd of April, 2021

CITY OF WILSON, NORTH CARO-
LINA
CARLTON L. STEVENS, MAYOR
TONYA A. WEST, CITY CLERK

PUBLISH: 
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. JOHNNY MOSLEY 
SALTER and spouse, if any, and 
all possible heirs and assignees of 
JOHNNY MOSLEY SALTER and 
spouse, if any, or any other person 
or entity claiming thereunder, and 
FRANKIE LYNN JACKSON and 
spouse, if any, and all possible heirs 
and assignees of FRANKIE LYNN 
JACKSON and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 17-CVD-246, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described 
real property, lying and being in 
Wilson Township, State and County 
aforesaid, and more particularly 
described as follows:
    That certain lot designated as 
Lot No. 17 on plat entitled “Property 
of W.O. Harrison” made by L.M. 
Phelps, Registered Engineer, in 
December, 1953, which plat is of re-
cord in Plat Book 7, Page 12, Wilson 
County Registry, reference being 
hereby made to said plat for a more 
particular description of said lot.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3732-43-3225.000    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
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Publication dates:
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May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E225

Having qualified as the Executrix of 
the Estate of Lois Price Mckenzie 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Jul 28 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.

Lanier, king & Paysour, PLLC
C/O: Karen M. Chiancone
108 S. Pitt Street
Greenville, NC 27834
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E332

Having qualified as the EXECU-
TOR of the Estate of RUTH M. 
ARMSTRONG(AKA RUTH T. ARM-
STRONG) of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 28 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immediate 
payment.
WILLIE E. ARMSTRONG JR.
3722 HUNTLEY MEADOWS LANE
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22306
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Case No.21E284
Having qualified as the
CO-EXECUTOR of the Estate of 
AUDREY M. PRIDGEN of Wilson 
County, North Carolina, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 21 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
SUZANNE PHILLIPPS
CO-EXECUTOR
2126 HWY 42 E
WILSON, NC 27893
GLENN WELLS
CO-EXECUTOR
3001 FALLING MAPLE DRIVE
WILSON, NC 27896
The Wilson Times
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.20E819

Having qualified as the
TIFFANY J. ROBINSON
as Administrator  of the Estate of 
ERWIN J. ROBINSON
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Aug 05 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.
TIFFANY J. ROBINSON
c/o ELDRETH LAW FIRM, PC
115 S. SAINT MARY’S ST. STE C
RALEIGH, NC 27603
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E33

Having qualified as the
EXECUTOR of the Estate of
FRED JAMES SCOTT of Wilson 

County, North Carolina, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 28 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
TAMMY SCOTT
2231 PANOLA STREET
TARBORO, NC 27886
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21-E-211

Having qualified as the Executor of 
the Estate of Martha N. Culpepper 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Jul 14 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.
Connie Lynn Culpepper c/o T. Al-
len Swain, Jr., Esq.
Swaim Law, PLLC
P. O. Box 770, Wendell, NC 27591
Wendell, NC 27591
The Wilson Times
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E280

Having qualified as the Executor of 
the Estate of Susan Owens Ferrell 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Jul 14 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.

Dennis W. Moore
300 Lillian Road W

Wilson, NC 27893
The Wilson Times
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.19E307

Having qualified as the ADMINISTA-
TOR of the Estate of DORIS B. 
COLLIER of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 14 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immediate 
payment.
JEFFREY G. COLLIER
4816 LELY RD
WILSON, NC 27893
The Wilson Times
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E253

Having qualified as the ADMINIS-
TRATOR of the Estate of JOCELYN 
WRIGHT HARDEE of Wilson 
County, North Carolina, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 14 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
DAVID C. HARDEE
PO BOX 1765
MANTEO, NC 27954
The Wilson Times
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E300

Having qualified as the As Executor, 
to receive and administer all of the 
assets belonging to the estate, of 
the Estate of JoAnn Gay Newcomb 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 

this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Jul 28 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.

Jeffrey Dale Newcomb
for JoAnn Newcomb
5339 Bloomery Rd.
Wilson, NC 27896
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21-E-420

Having qualified as the Administra-
tor of the Estate of William Edward 
Stephenson of Johnston County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate to present them to the under-
signed on or before Jul 14 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.
Administrators: 
Kellie Faye Stephenson Smith
William Edward Stephenson II
Legal Representation:
Emery D Ashley
PO Box 785
208 East Church Street
Smithfield, NC 27577
The Wilson Times
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E264

Having qualified as the Adminis-
trateix of the Estate of Chester 
Clayton Mitchell of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate to present them to the under-
signed on or before Jul 21 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 

their recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.

Jennifer M Wood
.
PO BOX 2736
Sharpsburg NC 27878
The Wilson Times
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS

Library offers programs in May for all ages
For the Times

May is bringing in col-
orful blooms and new 
library programs. Check 
out the new signing sto-
rytime, “Star Wars” trivia 
for teens, Mental Health 
Month programs, Wilson 
history and fun take-home 
crafts. 

All programs are free 
of charge and will be ac-
cessible via the library’s 
Facebook and YouTube 
channels or Zoom, unless 
otherwise specified. Reg-
istration is not required 
unless stated for specific 
programs. For more infor-
mation, visit www.wilson-
countypubliclibrary.org.

Summer is coming soon, 
and the Wilson County 
Public Library staff is 
busy planning for the an-
nual summer reading pro-
gram, taking place June 
14 through Aug. 7. This 
summer’s theme, “Tails 
and Tales,” will include a 
variety of virtual programs 
and take-home activities. 
Stay tuned for more infor-
mation. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS

For more information, 
contact youth services at 
252-237-5355, option 4. 

ABC Storytime takes 
place at 10 a.m. on Mon-
days, May 3, 10, 17 and 24. 
This is a virtual interactive 
alphabet storytime focus-
ing on letter recognition 
and phonological aware-
ness, including interactive 

games, songs and finger-
plays for ages 0-5. STEAM 
programs for ages 5 and 
up take place at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, May 4, 11, 18 
and 25. Activity packets 
will be available for pick-
up at the youth services 
desk on the Monday be-
fore each program while 
supplies last. Storytime for 
ages 0-10 takes place at 10 
a.m. Wednesdays, May 5, 
12, 19 and 26. Each week, 
participants will explore 
a new theme with favorite 
stories old and new.

Kids ages 3-6 are invited 
to join in on Facebook 
or YouTube at 5 p.m. on 
Thursdays, May 6, 13, 20 
and 27, for Pajama Story-
time. This new program 
presented by branch 
librarians will provide 
stories, songs and other 
surprises to help younger 
patrons have pleasant 
dreams. Ages 0-10 are 
invited to Bilingual Sto-
rytime to hear favorite 
stories in English and 
Spanish at 5 p.m. on Fri-
days, May 7, 14, 21 and 28. 
A new program, Signing 
Storytime for ages 0-10, 
will launch at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 15. In partner-
ship with Barton College’s 
Education of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing program, 
this storytime will be pre-
sented in American Sign 
Language and English.

YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS

For more information or 
to register, contact Kate 

Brittain at 252-237-5355, 
ext. 5073, or kbrittain@
wilson-co.com. 

Ages 12-19 are invited to 
a Zoom Book Talk featur-
ing “One of Us is Lying” 
by Karen M. McManus 
at 4 p.m. Thursday, May 
6. Join participants for a 
guided discussion on this 
novel and hear what your 
peers have to say about 
it. Register to obtain a 
Zoom link. Ages 13-18 
are invited to “Star Wars” 
trivia at 4 p.m. Thursday, 
May 13. Wearing a cos-
tume is a plus and could 
earn participants extra 
points. Register to obtain a 
Zoom link. Ages 13-18 are 
invited to a virtual Teen 
Advisory Board meeting 
at 4 p.m. Thursday, May 
20. TAB gives teens the 
opportunity to share ideas 
and plan programs and 
services offered to their 
peers by the library. TAB 
members attend monthly 
meetings and assist in at 
least one teen program 
each school year. Partici-
pation may count toward 
school and National Hon-
or Society service hours. 
Meetings will be held via 
Zoom. Register to obtain a 
Zoom link. 

TGIF is a weekly book 
review show featur-
ing teen librarian Kate 
Brittain. Listen to book 
reviews and recommenda-
tions for readers of young 
adult literature and learn 
background information 
on each title. Tune in on 
Facebook or YouTube ev-

ery Friday at 11 a.m. for a 
brand-new episode.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Mental health profes-
sionals from Therapeutic 
Alternatives will present 
“Rx Success: Understand-
ing Mental Health Medica-
tion” via a live Zoom webi-
nar at 1:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 10. Registration is 
required. Visit https://bit.
ly/3t4uOCh to register. For 
questions, contact Thera-
peutic Alternatives at 919-
523-5120. 

Looking for mental 
health care in Wilson? 
This live Zoom webinar 
can get you started. As 
part of Mental Health 
Awareness Month in May, 
Courtney Boyette of East-
pointe will present “Find-
ing Local Mental Health 
Help” at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 18. Learn how to ac-
cess services in Wilson 
County, raise treatment 
awareness, reduce the 
stigma of mental health 
and explain how to seek 
help. Registration is re-
quired. Register at https://
bit.ly/2Na4syX.

LOCAL HISTORY, GENEALOGY

Local history librarian 
Tammy Medlin will pres-
ent “Three Historic Hos-
pitals” at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 19. Learn the 
history of former Wilson 
hospitals: Carolina Gen-
eral, Mercy and Woodard-
Herring. For more infor-

mation, contact Tammy 
Medlin at 252-237-5355, 
ext. 5029, or tmedlin@
wilson-co.com.

BRANCH PROGRAMS

• The Black Creek 
Branch is located at 103 
Central Ave. in Black 
Creek. Hours are 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on weekdays. 
For more information, 
call 252-237-3715. Chil-
dren ages 6-10 can pick 
up grab-and-go kits from 
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, May 3, to complete a 
Mother’s Day heart tree. 
From 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 17, ages 
6-10 can pick up grab-
and-go kits to create a 
robotic hand. Kits will be 
available on a first-come, 
first-served basis while 
supplies last.

• The Elm City Branch 
is located at 114 N. Rail-
road St. in Elm City. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays. For more infor-
mation, call 252-236-4269. 
May’s theme is “Thank 
You to Our Heroes!” Make 
two crafts to show appre-
ciation to your everyday 
heroes: teachers, family 
members or community 
helpers. Children and 
tweens can pick up DIY 
thank you cards or DIY 
travel mug crafts. Grab-
and-go kits can be picked 
up from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays 
and will be available on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis while supplies last.

• The Lucama Branch 
is located at 103 E. Spring 
St. in Lucama. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays. For more in-
formation, call 252-239-
0046. Ages 5-12 can pick 
up a Flower of Love craft 
on Monday, May 3, and 
Thursday, May 6, from 
noon to 5 p.m. Partici-
pants will receive a cre-
ative grab-and-go craft kit 
containing materials to de-
sign a unique flower book-
mark in honor of Mother’s 
Day, while supplies last. 
Celebrate Memorial Day 
from noon to 5 p.m. Mon-
day, May 24, and Thurs-
day, May 27. Participants 
will receive a grab-and-go 
pack with information and 
activities about Memorial 
Day while supplies last.

• The Crocker (Stan-
tonsburg) Branch is lo-
cated at 114 S. Main St. in 
Stantonsburg. Hours are 
2:30-6 p.m. on weekdays. 
For more information, call 
252-238-3758. Children 
ages 5-12 can pick up gr-
ab-and-go kits from 2:30-
5:30 p.m. Monday, May 3, 
through Friday, May 7, to 
make DIY sundials. From 
Monday, May 17, through 
Friday, May 21, ages 5-12 
can pick up grab-and-go 
kits for a Color Your Own 
Pinwheel craft. Kits will be 
available on a first-come, 
first-served basis while 
supplies last.

For questions about the 
library, call 252-237-5355 
or visit www.wilsoncoun-
typubliclibrary.org. 

Review: Legal writer John Grisham pens a basketball thriller
By Rob Merrill

The Associated Press 

“Sooley,” by John Grish-
am (Doubleday)

When you’ve written 35 
novels and are working 
on a streak of 43 consecu-
tive No. 1 New York Times 
bestsellers, you can write 
about whatever you want. 
That’s probably the sim-
plest way to explain why 
John Grisham’s latest is 
a basketball story and 
doesn’t feature a single 
courtroom scene.

It’s not the first sports 
book for Grisham, of 
course, but it’s the first 
set in the big-time world 
of college hoops. Samuel 
Sooleymon, nicknamed 
Sooley, is a 17-year-old 
playing on dirt courts in 
his native South Sudan 
when we first meet him. 
Growing like a weed and 
with an infectious passion 
for the game, soon he’s in 

Orlando playing on a team 
of traveling Sudanese 
all-stars, showcasing his 
skills for college coaches.

The joy of a Grisham 
novel is turning the pages 
as the plot propels you for-
ward, so I’ll avoid reveal-
ing too much. Suffice it to 
say “Sooley” follows the 
familiar Grisham playbook 
— short chapters, plenty 
of foreshadowing, and a 
rapid-fire prose that’s easy 
to read and hard to put 
down.

Grisham seems to 
enjoy moonlighting as 
a sportswriter. There 
are entire paragraphs 
that read like AP game 
recaps: “Central ripped 
off a 14-0 run and led by 
15 at the half... Sooley 
grabbed 11 rebounds, for 
his first double-double... 
Sooley, still coming off 
the bench but playing 29 
minutes, scored 31 and 
blocked four shots.” He 

relishes putting words 
in the mouth of Sooley’s 
fictional coach, who tells 
his team before their first-
ever NCAA tournament 
game: “Men, we don’t de-
serve respect. Yet. Respect 
is out there on the floor, 
just waiting for us to go 
get it.” If they can get the 
casting right, it’ll make 
an action-packed sports 
movie.

Harder to recreate in 
a film adaptation will be 
the secondary plot of the 
novel, which focuses on 
the family Sooley leaves 
behind in Sudan. 

When a rebel group 
burns their village, they 
join millions of fellow ref-
ugees fleeing the country, 
eventually finding food 
and shelter in a Ugandan 
camp. 

They’re never far from 
Sooley’s mind as his bas-
ketball career takes flight 
in America and the juxta-

position of his fame and 
celebrity with his family’s 
plight back home is the 
heart of the story.

When Sooley’s college 
team, North Carolina Cen-
tral, qualifies for March 
Madness, Grisham has a 
little fun with his fiction 
and history, writing, “Nev-
er in the tournament’s 
storied history had a No. 
16 beaten a No. 1.” 

The novel is set in 
2016, two years prior to 
Grisham’s favorite team, 
No. 1-ranked Virginia, 
losing to No. 16-ranked 
University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County, in the 
2018 tournament.

It’s not spoiling too much 
to say that Sooley’s team 
makes history in Grisham’s 
world and their dream sea-
son continues. The pages 
turn even more quickly 
after that, building to a cli-
max that won’t leave read-
ers doubting whether this 

This cover image released by Doubleday shows “Sooley” by 
John Grisham. Doubleday via AP
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Free rides, beer, savings bonds with vaccine
By Carla K. Johnson and 

Michelle R. Smith 
The Associated Press

Free beer, pot and doughnuts. 
Savings bonds. A chance to win 
an all-terrain vehicle. Places 
around the U.S. are offering 
incentives to try to energize the 
nation’s slowing vaccination 
drive and get Americans to roll 
up their sleeves.

These relatively small cor-
porate promotion efforts have 
been accompanied by more 
serious and far-reaching at-
tempts by officials in cities such 
as Chicago, which is sending 
specially equipped buses into 
neighborhoods to deliver vac-
cines. Detroit is offering $50 to 
people who give others a ride 
to vaccination sites, and start-
ing Monday will send workers 
to knock on every door in the 
city to help residents sign up for 
shots.

Public health officials say 
the efforts are crucial to reach 
people who haven’t been im-
munized yet, whether because 
they are hesitant or because 
they have had trouble making 
an appointment or getting to a 
vaccination site.

“This is the way we put this 
pandemic in the rearview mir-
ror and move on with our lives,” 
said Dr. Steven Stack, Ken-
tucky’s public health commis-
sioner.

Meanwhile, more activities 
are resuming around the U.S. as 
case numbers come down. Dis-
neyland is set to open Friday af-
ter being closed for over a year, 
while Indianapolis is planning to 
welcome 135,000 spectators for 
the Indy 500 at the end of May.

Still, rising hospitalizations 
and caseloads in the Pacific 
Northwest prompted Oregon’s 
governor to impose restrictions 
in several counties, and her 
Washington counterpart was 
expected to follow suit.

Demand for vaccines has 
started to fall around the coun-
try, something health officials 
expected would happen once 
the most vulnerable and most 
eager to get the shot had the 

opportunity to do so. Now the 
vaccination drive is moving into 
a new, more targeted phase.

“This will be much more of an 
intense ground game where we 
have to focus on smaller events, 
more tailored to address the 
needs and concerns of focused 
communities,” Stack said.

Nationally, 82% of people over 
65 and more than half of all 
adults have received at least one 
dose of vaccine, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

But while vaccinations hit a 
high in mid-April at 3.2 million 
shots per day on average, the 
number had fallen to 2.5 million 
as of last week. S ome places 
are no longer asking for their 
full allotment from the govern-
ment, and many large vaccina-
tion sites and pharmacies are 
letting people to walk in, no ap-
pointment necessary.

The slowdown in the U.S. 
stands in stark contrast to the 
situation in the many poorer 
corners of the world that are 
desperate for vaccine.

Demand has dropped precipi-
tously in the rugged timberland 
of northeastern Washington 
state, where Matt Schanz of 
Northeast Tri County Health 
District is at a loss for what to 
try next.

Seventy-six percent of resi-
dents remain unvaccinated in 
Pend Oreille County and 78% 
in Ferry County, and a whop-
ping 80% in Stevens County 
have not had even one shot. On 
Wednesday, only 35 people in 
all three counties booked a first 
dose through the health agency, 
down from a peak of 500 daily 
appointments a few weeks ago.

Schanz ticks off the efforts 
so far in the three counties 
where he is the health agency’s 
administrator: Newspaper ads, 
signs and mailers sent with util-
ity bills. Drive-thru vaccination 
sites at fairgrounds and fire sta-
tions. A call center and online 
scheduling. Outreach to pas-
tors, Republican elected lead-
ers, employers in the lumber 
industry and an aluminum boat 
manufacturer. TV and radio in-

terviews.
“Have we reached that point 

of saturation?” Schanz asked. 
“How many people do we have 
who are going to be the hard 
no’s, and how many are the 
hesitators and the wait-and-see 
folks?”

Uncertainty about the vac-
cine is the biggest barrier, he 
said: “People say, ‘Jeez, I don’t 
want to be a government experi-
ment.’”

Chicago officials are planning 
vaccination sites at festivals and 
block parties and are working 
with barber shops and hair and 
nail salons to pair free services 
with vaccination.

“The idea here is to bring the 
party, bring the vaccine and re-
ally have this be a convenient 
way for people to get vaccinat-
ed,” Chicago Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Allison Arwady said.

Several companies have an-
nounced that employees can 
take paid time off to get vacci-
nated. In Houston, 31-year-old 
Elissa Hanc works for one of 
them, 3 Men Movers.

Her employer started offering 
the benefit before President Joe 
Biden announced a tax credit 
for small businesses to provide 
paid time off for those getting 
vaccinated or recovering from 
the side effects.

“I have a few friends who 
work where management is not 
making it a priority to get the 
vaccine,” Hanc said. “They’ve 
let me know in no uncertain 
terms how lucky I am to work 
where I do.”

Dr. Eric Topol, head of the 
Scripps Research Translational 
Institute, said that employers 
should give paid time off and 
that other incentives are needed 
to boost vaccinations. He point-
ed to West Virginia, which is giv-
ing $100 savings bonds to young 
adults who get their shot.

“We also need health systems 
and universities to mandate vac-
cination — that no one can be 
employed or on campus/medical 
facilities without having been 
vaccinated,” Topol said in an 
email. He also said the nation 
needs to mount a “counterof-
fensive” against anti-vaccination 
websites and activists.

Other companies are getting 
into the spirit with marketing 
pitches.

Krispy Kreme began offering 
a free doughnut a day to anyone 
showing proof of having been 
vaccinated. In Cleveland, a 
movie theater is supplying free 
popcorn through the end of this 
month.

Several marijuana dispensa-
ries around the country are giv-
ing out cannabis treats or free 
rolled joints. On April 20, mari-
juana advocates offered “joints 
for jabs” to encourage people to 
get vaccinated in New York City 
and Washington.

Some breweries around the 
country are offering “shots and 
a chaser.”

In Alaska, which traditionally 
has low vaccine confidence, the 
Norton Sound Health Corp., 
with a hospital in Nome and 15 
clinics across western Alaska, 
has given away prizes, including 
airline tickets, money toward 
the purchase of an all-terrain 

Brent Houzenga receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine from volunteer Maggie Baker during a vaccine event 
hosted by Nola Ready. People received a free drink at the bar if they received a COVID-19 vaccine at The 
Howling Wolf, a music venue and bar in New Orleans. AP

Pandemic recession recovery is growing
By Martin Crutsinger and 
Paul Wiseman 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pow-
ered by consumers and 
fueled by government 
aid, the U.S. economy 
is achieving a remark-
ably fast recovery from 
the recession that ripped 
through the nation last 
year on the heels of the 
coronavirus and cost tens 
of millions of Americans 
their jobs and businesses.

The economy grew last 
quarter at a vigorous 6.4% 
annual rate, the govern-
ment said Thursday, and 
expectations are that the 
current quarter will be 
even better. The number 
of people seeking unem-
ployment aid — a rough 
reflection of layoffs — last 
week reached its lowest 
point since the pandemic 
struck. 

And the National As-
sociation of Realtors said 
Thursday that more Amer-
icans signed contracts 
to buy homes in March, 
reflecting a strong hous-
ing market as summer ap-
proaches.

Economists say that 
widespread vaccina-
tions and declining viral 
cases, the reopening of 
more businesses, a huge 
infusion of federal aid 
and healthy job gains 
should help sustain 
steady growth. For 2021 
as a whole, they expect 
the economy to expand 
around 7%, which would 
mark the fastest calendar-
year growth since 1984.

In March, U.S. employ-
ers added 916,000 jobs 
— the biggest burst of hir-
ing since August. Mean-
time, retail spending has 
surged, manufacturing 
output is up and consumer 
confidence has reached 
its highest point since the 
pandemic began.

“We are seeing all the 
engines of the economy 
rev up,” said Gregory 
Daco, chief economist at 
Oxford Economics. 

“We have an improving 
health environment, fiscal 
stimulus remains abun-
dant and we are starting 
to see rebounding employ-
ment.”

The speed of the re-
bounding economy has 
been particularly striking 
given the scope of dam-
age the pandemic inflicted 
on it beginning in March 
of last year. With busi-
nesses all but shut down, 
the economy contracted 
at a record annual pace 
of 31% in the April-June 
quarter of last year before 
rebounding sharply in the 
subsequent months.

The renewed strength 
in the United States — 
the largest economy 
— is helping lead the 
developed world out of 
recession. In Europe, for 
instance, a recovery has 
lagged because of smaller 
government aid and 
slower vaccination roll-
outs that have prolonged 
lockdowns. Economists at 
Berenberg Bank estimate 
that the 19 countries that 
use the euro currency 
actually contracted in the 
first quarter.

For all the U.S. econo-
my’s gains, it still has a 
long way to go. More than 
8 million jobs remain lost 
to the pandemic. And the 
recovery remains sharply 
uneven: Most college-
educated and white collar 
employees have been able 
to work from home over 
the past year. Many have 
even built up savings and 
expanded their wealth 

from rising home values 
and a record-setting stock 
market, which has rock-
eted more than 80% from 
March of last year.

By contrast, job cuts 
have fallen heavily on low-
wage workers, racial mi-
norities and people with-
out college educations. In 
addition, many women, 
especially working moth-
ers, have had to leave 
the workforce to care for 
children.

In its report Thursday, 
the government said the 
nation’s gross domestic 
product — its total output 
of goods and services — 
accelerated in the Janu-
ary-March quarter from 
a 4.3% annual gain in the 
last quarter of 2020.

Some economists say 
growth in the current 
April-June period could 
reach a 10% annual pace 
or more, driven by a 
surge in people traveling, 
shopping, dining out and 
otherwise resuming their 
spending habits.

A major reason for the 
brightening expectations 
is the record-level federal 
spending that is poised 
to flow into the economy. 
A $1.9 trillion package 
that President Joe Biden 
got through Congress in 
March provided, among 
other rescue aid, $1,400 
stimulus payments to 
most adults. On top of 
that, Biden is propos-
ing two additional huge 
spending plans: a $2.3 
trillion infrastructure 
package and a $1.8 trillion 
investment in children, 
families and education 
that the president pro-
moted Wednesday night in 
his first address to a joint 

session of Congress.
The Federal Reserve’s 

ultra-low interest-rate 
policy, designed to en-
courage borrowing and 
spending, has provided 
significant support, too. 
In fact, the economy is 
expected to expand so 
fast that some economists 
have raised concerns that 
it could ignite inflation. In 
part, this is because rising 
demand has caused sup-
ply bottlenecks and short-
ages of some components, 
notably semiconductors, 
which are critical to the 
auto, technology and 
medical device industries, 
among others.

At a news conference 
Wednesday, though, Chair 
Jerome Powell reiterated 
his confidence that any 
jump in inflation would 
prove temporary. And he 
said the Fed wants to see a 
substantial and sustained 
recovery before it would 
consider withdrawing its 
economic support. In the 
meantime, Powell made 
clear, the central bank isn’t 
even close to beginning a 
pullback in its ultra-low 
rate policies.

As more business re-
strictions are lifted and 
more people venture out 
to shop and eat out, com-
panies that serve them are 
benefiting. McDonald’s, 
for example, posted a 
sharp jump in revenue last 
quarter — even surpassing 
the same period in 2019, 
long before the pandemic 
flattened the economy. 
Likewise, most major tech 
companies have reported 
impressive earnings. At 
Apple, for instance, de-
mand for the iPhone and 
other company products 

drove profits to more than 
double in the January-
March period.

In New York City, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said he ex-
pects to expects the city to 
“fully reopen” by July 1. 
“We are ready for stores 
to open, for businesses to 
open, offices, theaters, full 
strength,” he said.

Thursday’s GDP report 
showed that consumer 
spending, which accounts 
for more than two-thirds 
of the economy, surged at 
a 10.7% annual rate in the 
January-March quarter, 
a significant acceleration 
after spending had slowed 
to a 2.3% annual gain in 
the final three months of 
2020. As consumers spend 
more freely, employers 
are likely to keep hiring 
to keep up with customer 
demand. 

Daco said he thinks job 
growth in some months 
this year will surpass the 
nearly 1 million that were 
added in March.

As American consum-
ers have stepped up 
their spending in recent 
months, they have con-
sumed physical goods 
far more than they have 
services, like haircuts, air-
line tickets and restaurant 
meals: Spending on goods 
accelerated at an annual 
pace of nearly 24% last 
quarter; services spending 
rose at a rate below 5%. 
That disparity will likely 
shift as more restaurants 
and entertainment ven-
ues reopen and people 
increasingly travel and 
congregate. On Friday, 
for example, Disneyland 
will reopen, with limited 
capacity, to California resi-
dents.

Andrew Song, whose 
family owns Kwan’s Deli 
across from Atlanta’s Cen-
tennial Olympic Park, is 
finally feeling hopeful af-
ter having lost most of his 

business last year as office 
workers stayed home. The 
deli should be able to sus-
tain itself, Song said, from 
a rise in hotel guests, con-
vention goers and tourists, 
even if office workers 
don’t all return. 

Recently, he called a 
laid-off employee back to 
work.

Song credited the re-
bound, at least in part, to 
the rise in vaccinations, 
which he thinks has made 
Americans more comfort-
able about venturing out.

“More tourists are com-
ing,” he said. “We’re see-
ing some familiar faces 
back inside the restau-
rant.”

Consumers weren’t 
alone in driving last 
month’s growth. Busi-
ness investment rose at 
a strong rate of nearly 
10%, reflecting a burst of 
spending on equipment. 
And government spend-
ing grew at a 6.3% annual 
rate after two straight de-
clines that had reflected 
weakness at the state and 
local level as the recession 
shrank tax revenue.

Businesses did slow 
their pace of inventory 
restocking, which shaved 
2.6 percentage points 
from the quarter’s growth. 
And a rising trade deficit 
diminished growth by 0.8 
percentage point.

But Mark Zandi, chief 
economist at Moody’s 
Analytics, suggested 
that even that weak-
ness masked evidence of 
strength: With the U.S. 
recovery ahead of much 
of the rest of the world’s, 
Americans are spending 
more than consumers 
overseas are.

“The GDP number was 
robust and signals that the 
economy is off and run-
ning,” Zandi said. “Con-
sumers are out buying 
aggressively.”

The economy grew last quarter at a vigorous 6.4% annual 

rate, the government said Thursday, and expectations are 

that the current quarter will be even better. 
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Girl Scout cookies take flight in Virginia drone deliveries
By Matt O’Brien
The Associated Press

Missing out on Thin Mints 
in the pandemic? A Google af-
filiate is using drones to deliver 
Girl Scout cookies to people’s 
doorsteps in a Virginia com-
munity.

The town of Christiansburg 
has been a testing ground for 
commercial delivery drones 
operated by Wing, a subsidiary 
of Google’s corporate parent 
Alphabet.

Now the company is adding 
the iconic boxed cookies to the 
more mundane drugstore of-
ferings, FedEx packages and 
locally-made pastries, tacos and 
cold brew coffees it’s been haul-
ing to a thinly populated area of 
residential subdivisions since 
2019.

Wing said it began talking to 
local Girl Scout troops because 
they’ve been having a harder 
time selling cookies during the 
pandemic, when fewer people 
are out and about. The organi-
zation jumped on the new twist 
to its skills-building mission.

“I’m excited that I get to be a 
part of history,” said 11-year-
old Gracie Walker, of the Girl 
Scouts of Virginia Skyline Troop 

224. “People are going to realize 
and be, like, ‘Hey, this is better 
for the environment and I can 
just walk outside in my pajamas 
and get cookies.’”

It’s the latest attempt to build 
public enthusiasm for futuristic 
drone delivery as Wing com-
petes against Amazon, Walmart, 
UPS and others to overcome the 
many technical and regulatory 
challenges of flying packages 
over neighborhoods.

Federal officials started roll-
ing out new rules in mid-April 
that will allow operators to fly 
small drones over people and at 
night, potentially giving a boost 
to commercial use of the ma-
chines. Most drones will need 
to be equipped so they can be 
identified remotely by law en-
forcement officials.

The 10-pound Wing drone 
that made the first deliveries in 
Christiansburg in fall 2019 is 
already an artifact held at the 

Smithsonian National Air and 
Space Museum. Whether it will 
go down in history as a revolu-
tionary innovation or a utopian 
flop remains to be seen.

Amazon has also been work-
ing on drone delivery for years. 
In 2013, Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos said in a TV interview 
that drones would be flying to 
customer’s homes within five 
years, but that deadline has 
long since passed. The company 
did win government approval 
to deliver packages by drones 
last August, but Amazon said it 
was still testing them and hasn’t 
started delivering goods to 
shoppers yet.

David Vos, an aerospace en-
gineer who led Google’s Wing 
project until 2016, said he has 
been surprised that drone deliv-
ery ventures haven’t taken off 
more quickly.

“I thought it was completely 
doable to be up and going by 

2021,” Vos said. While he still 
thinks drone technology is get-
ting closer to delivering the size, 
weight and power needed to 
transport goods safely in popu-
lated places, Vos said the tech 
industry also needs a cultural 
shift.

In particular, he said, it needs 
to bring on people from the tra-
ditional aviation industry who 
have experience building “safe-
ty-critical systems” that meet 
strict performance standards.

Wing’s drones are able to nav-
igate autonomously — without 
a human pilot controlling them 
remotely — and are powered 
by two forward propellers on 
their wings and 12 smaller verti-
cal propellers. When a drone 
reaches its destination, it hovers 
above the front lawn as a tether 
releases to drop the package.

“It was so smooth and it didn’t 
shake,” said Walker, who, be-
fore her troop added drones to 

its sales strategy, would don a 
mask and set up a cookie booth 
outside a home improvement 
store. “They look like a helicop-
ter but also a plane.”

There’s not much evidence 
that consumers have been 
clamoring for drone delivery, 
and many have expressed pri-
vacy, safety or nuisance con-
cerns when asked to imagine 
the noisy machines over their 
homes. Wing has objected to 
some of the FAA’s new drone 
rules on privacy grounds, say-
ing the remote ID requirement 
could allow observers to snoop 
on delivery routes online.

But in a small survey of Chris-
tiansburg residents by research-
ers at nearby Virginia Tech that 
Wing helped fund, most towns-
people appeared to be content 
with the drones.

“One of the reasons is because 
Virginia Tech is here and there’s 
an engineering culture of trying 
new things,” said Lee Vinsel, an 
assistant professor of science, 
technology and society who 
conducted the Virginia Tech 
survey. “And the suburban setup 
is easiest for drone delivery.”

That might not be the case for 
much denser places, he added. 
“Manhattan would be tough.”

It’s the latest attempt to build public enthusiasm for futuristic drone 

delivery as Wing competes against Amazon, Walmart, UPS and others 

to overcome the many technical and regulatory challenges of flying 

packages over neighborhoods.



Bidding quiz

 You are South, and the bid-
ding has gone:

 ?
 What would you bid now 

with each of the following 
three hands?

* * *
 1. Three diamonds. Your 

partner has made two forcing 
bids, so you should assume 
that he has not only the neces-
sary values for game, but pos-
sibly also the values needed 
for a slam. Even though you 
have substantially more than 
your first two bids indicated –  
– you have 15 high-card points 
and might have had only 12 
–  – the best you can do at this 
point is to bid three diamonds.

 Three diamonds is forcing, 
because both you and partner 
have been bidding construc-
tively all along, and the chief 
purpose of saying only three 
diamonds at this stage is to 
allow partner to reveal whether 
he has a game or a slam in 
mind. It would be wrong to bid 
three notrump instead, because 
that would indicate minimum 
values for your opening bid. It 
would also tend to imply 5-4-2-2 
distribution rather than 5-4-3-1. 
Your next move will depend 
largely on what partner does 
over three diamonds.

 2. Five clubs. A raise to four 
clubs would suggest that you 
had only a minimum opening 
bid and were responding to 
three clubs merely because 
partner had forced you to bid 
again. But you have much 
more than a minimum once 
partner mentions clubs, and 
you can best show this by 
leaping to five clubs. The 
jump-raise in this sequence 
guarantees four trumps and 
therefore a void in diamonds. 
After you jump to five clubs, 
the rest is up to partner.

 3. Three hearts. Partner 
does not know you have five 
hearts, so you should rebid 
them to clarify the nature of 
your hand. You hope partner 
will either raise hearts or sup-
port spades belatedly, in which 
case you plan to settle for 
game in the suit of his choice.

 If partner next repeats one 
of his suits, you will show a 
preference for diamonds, rais-
ing four diamonds to five or 
bidding four diamonds over 
four clubs. Of course, if part-
ner bids three notrump over 
three hearts, you will pass.

 Tomorrow: An elegant per-
formance. 

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t be fooled by 
what someone says or does. Be direct and verify 
the information offered before you get involved 
in a new venture. Draw on those you know you 
can count on for insight. Keep your circle small; 
cut out meddlers. H H H H H 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Refuse to let 
anyone interfere with your plans. Work alone 
and concentrate on your objective. Taking on too 
much or making unrealistic promises will leave 
you in a vulnerable position. Put your energy 
where it counts and do things your way. H H H 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t overanalyze 
situations. Take a positive attitude and dismiss 
those who meddle and offer a negative attitude. 
Be the bright light in the room who lifts every-
one’s spirits, and you’ll overcome adversity and 
encourage personal growth and peace of mind. 
H H H 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Draw on the 
experience others have to offer. Revisit ideas and 
collaborate with people you enjoy being around. 
Partner with people who provide a unique look 
at life, and you’ll discover how you can use your 
skills to advance. Romance is in the stars. H H H 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll be drawn to 
partnerships, shared expenses and change, but 
before you make promises, consider if a joint 
venture is in your best interest. Your strength 
is in your ability to lead, not to share. Consider 
doing your own thing. H H H H H 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep life simple, be 
open and honest, and avoid those who overreact 
and aren’t reliable. Moderation coupled with 
hard work and using your attributes to reach 
your goals will be your ticket to success. Put your 
energy where it counts. H H H H H 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Anger isn’t the 
answer. Don’t let anyone goad you into a fight or 
push you in the wrong direction. Focus on what 
you have to offer and how best to use your skills 
to get ahead. Avoid joint ventures and health 
risks. H H 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Put more thought 
into partnerships and people who bring out the 
best in you. Consider your living status and 
arrangement, then look for a way to improve 
your surroundings to suit your needs. Spiritual 
growth and self-improvements are favored. H 
H H H 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Weigh the 
pros and cons before you jeopardize your posi-
tion, reputation or relationship with a friend, 
colleague or relative. Don’t expect everyone to 
be honest with you. Gullibility will put you in a 
vulnerable position. Proceed with caution. H H H 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): An opportu-
nity will grab your attention. Consider what’s 
expected of you before you agree to something 
you may be able to do independently. Focus on 
home and family. Consider changes that will 
make your life easier, not more stressful. H H H 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): An offer will 
interest you. Put everything in perspective before 
you make a move. Refuse to let anyone talk you 
into something you won’t be able to maintain. 
Use your intelligence and charm to navigate your 
way to a workable solution. H H H H 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): An emotional 
situation will be deceiving. Talk to someone who 
can shed light on what’s happening. Consider 
your options, then do the research necessary 
to make a wise move. Declutter your personal 
space to ease stress. H H 

CONTRACT BRIDGE

POPEYE

PEANUTS

THE BORN LOSER

BEETLE BAILEY

BARNEY GOOGLE & SNUFFY SMITH

DENNIS THE MENACE

THE LOCKHORNS

STEVE BECKER

ZIGGY

HOROSCOPE    EUGENIA LAST

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese 
puzzle based on logic, reasoning, 
and patience. To solve Sudoku, 
just fill in each 3x3 subgrid with a 
digit 1-9; some digits are already 
given. Every column, row and 
subgrid must contain the digits 
1-9 only once. Now get your pen-
cils ready and give it a try! You’ll 
see why it’s so addicting!

CROSSWORD

(Answers tomorrow)

Yesterday’s

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  

All Rights Reserved.

G
e
t 

th
e
 f

re
e
 J

U
S

T
 J

U
M

B
L

E
 a

p
p
 •

 F
o
llo

w
 u

s
 o

n
 T

w
it
te

r 
@

P
la

yJ
u

m
b

le

CHNEE

TAHSS

GPDOAA

NPHOCO

(Answers tomorrow)

GIANT CATCH DECODE SHRANKYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: When he gave his baseball glove to his little 

brother, it — CHANGED HANDS

Previous 

Edition’s 

Answers
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