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Sheriff wants to boost deputies’ pay
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
 | 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
deputies earn much less than 
their counterparts in surround-
ing law enforcement agencies, 
according to a recent pay study 
conducted at the behest of Sher-
iff Keith Stone.

“It’s depressing, is what it is,” 
Stone told The Enterprise last 
week after county commission-
ers received the information 
during a budget meeting.

Nash deputies earn an aver-
age of 20% less than deputies 
in Pitt County and officers with 
police departments in Wilson, 

Greenville and Rocky Mount, 
according to the study prepared 
and presented by Maj. Allen 
Wilson of the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Stone said his deputies need 
and deserve a competitive wage. 
He’s requested pay increases 
that would cost the county 
around $1.7 million a year.

“I would put my deputies up 
against any in the state,” Stone 
said. “We set a benchmark for 
cases solved, calls for service, 
guns, gangs and drugs. We 
compare favorably with every 
other sheriff’s office in North 
Carolina. We are leading almost 
every county in North Carolina 
in asset forfeitures. But our sala-

ries are subpar. It’s a shame. It’s 
a disgrace we are so far ahead 
in all these areas and so far be-
hind in pay.”

Stone said his study looks at 
comparable agencies in the lo-
cal job market area.

Nash County Board of Com-
missioners Chairman Robbie 
Davis said county employees 
are working on a pay study that 
will look at eight sheriff’s offices 
in the state that have population 
and total assessed property val-
ues comparable to Nash.

“I’m not aware of any profes-
sional study that would com-
pare sheriff’s offices to police 

Nash County deputies, shown here during training last week, earn an 
average of 20% less than officers in surrounding law enforcement 
agencies. Sheriff Keith Stone wants county commissioners to approve 
an additional $1.7 million in annual salaries for his deputies.  
Contributed photo

Nash virus 
cases top 
10,000 mark 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
 | 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
has passed another benchmark 
in the novel coronavirus pan-
demic by surpassing 10,000 
cases.

“We’ve broken the 10,000 bar-
rier now,” Nash County Health 
Director Bill Hill said during an 
online coronavirus update.

Nash had 10,173 total CO-
VID-19 cases and 173 deaths at 
the end of March, according to 
information provided by Jerome 
Garner, public health education 
specialist and public informa-
tion officer for the Nash County 
Health Department.

Hill said everyone needs to 
continue to wear masks, keep 6 
feet apart and wash their hands 
often.

In the fight against COVID-19, 
Word Tabernacle Church has 
partnered with the N.C. Depart-
ment of Human and Health 
Services, Nash UNC Health Sys-
tems, United Healthcare, Pfizer, 
Interfaith Food Center and 
Eastern NC Ministerial Alliance 
to offer 500 Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines. 

“We are excited about other 
organizations’ joint efforts to 
help fight against COVID-19 
and save lives in our commu-
nity,” said Christy Arnold, the 
church’s director of health and 
wellness.

The 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
event offers appointments and 
first-come, first-serve drive-thru 

Shop sells cigars, hand-mixed soda
Nostalgic 
feeling offered 
free of charge 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE  — Some 
older residents probably re-
member a time when specialty 

sodas were mixed and sold at 
the store counter. Well, those 
days are here again.

Southern Nash County native 
Chris Thompson has trans-
formed the old shoe store at 
124 N. Pine St. in downtown 
Spring Hope into a shop that 
trades in nostalgia along with 
cigars, Moon Pies, ice cream, 
Italian ice and Dream Soda — a 
handmade drink topped with 
whipped cream.

Tobacco Hall and Mini Mart 
offers a little bit of everything, 

especially rare items and hard-
to-find candies like Chick-O-
Sticks, a peanut butter candy 
manufactured by the Atkinson 
Candy Co. in Lufkin, Texas, 
since the 1950s, but now hard 
to find in many stores. 

“I’ve had customers come 
in, see Chick-O-Sticks on the 
shelf and say, ‘Man, I haven’t 
had these in years,’” Thompson 
said.

Another specialty the store 
offers that isn’t everywhere: 
homemade gourmet candy 

apples with cookie and candy 
bar toppings. 

Finding a niche is important 
for a mini-mart in a small town 
with four convenience stores 
within a few blocks of each 
other and surrounding Thomp-
son’s location.

“I can’t sell gasoline like 
the other places, so I got to 
find something else to attract 
customers,” Thompson said. 
“That’s where the nostalgia fac-

Chris Thompson is pictured Saturday at his handmade counter inside Tobacco Hall and Mini Mart, 124 N. Pine St., in downtown Spring Hope. 
Thompson offers cigars, homemade soda and candy apples, hard-to-find candies and nostalgia. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Nominations sought for Best of Nash County contest 
Recommend your 
favorite business, 
service by April 18 
From staff reports 

Who is Nash County’s best insurance 
agent? What is the best local company to 
work for? Where can you find the area’s 

best sweet tea?
The Enterprise this week is launching 

a county-wide contest where readers can 
nominate and vote on their favorite busi-
nesses, products and services.

Best of Nash County aims to find the 
best oil change, the best waiter, the best 
attorney, the best heating and air con-
ditioning service, the best real estate 
agency and the best boutique. There are 
103 categories in all.

Nominations are now being accepted 

until April 18 at http://springhopeenter-
prise.com/bestofnash. 

The voting phase will run through 
April 21 through May 4.

Nominated businesses can register to 
receive a complimentary promotion kit, 
which includes graphics they can post to 
their social media pages or print and dis-
play by their cash register, encouraging 
their customers to vote.

When the ballots are tallied up, the 
winners will receive an official Best of 

Nash County window decal and a listing 
in the winners’ guide published in the 
Wednesday, May 26, edition of The En-
terprise and on the winners’ website.

“We’re honored to celebrate the best 
small businesses in Nash County,” said 
Shana Hoover, vice president of sales 
and marketing for Restoration News-
Media.  “Local retailers have survived a 
tough year.  This is our chance to recog-
nize their hard work during a challeng-
ing time.”   

See VIRUS, Page 2ASee SHOP, Page 2A

See DEPUTIES, Page 2A
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vaccinations.
An additional UNC Nash Health 

Care team will be providing vac-
cines to homebound residents 
from Nash, Edgecombe, Halifax, 
Northampton and Wilson coun-
ties. 

Homebound residents are defined 
by the program as people who need 

the help of another person or medi-
cal equipment such as crutches, 
a walker or a wheelchair to leave 
their home. 

Anyone interested in the Johnson 
& Johnson one-dose vaccine can 
schedule an appointment by calling 
252-442-2925, by using the short-
ened link https://bit.ly/3mkYgkK 
or by visiting the church’s website, 
www.wordtab.net. Direct questions 

and concerns via email to WTC-
myshot@gmail.com. 

The vaccine is being offered to 
individuals in Groups 1-4. People 
who need to know their group can 
visit the shortened link https://bit.
ly/39HzrKM for more information. 

For additional COVID-19 vac-
cination information, visit https://
nashcountync.gov/731/COVID-
19-Information.   

continued from page 1A

Virus: Schedule an appointment for J&J vaccine

Deputies: New pay structure to increase salaries

departments,” Davis said. 
“It’s apples and oranges. 
They are just different 
animals.”

Plus, Davis said, all 700 
of the county’s employees 
do a great job, so commis-
sioners can’t just improve 
deputy pay and ignore all 
the other hardworking 
employees.

“Very few of our em-
ployees don’t do an ex-
cellent job,” Davis said. 
“We have good people 
throughout.”

Commissioners plan to 
put money in the upcom-
ing fiscal year’s budget to 
fund a salary study for the 
entire county.

The sheriff’s office 

study has Rocky Mount’s 
police chief position re-
ceiving an annual salary 
of $152,000. That may be 
a little higher than the ac-
tual pay.

Robert Hassell, who’s 
been offered the police 
chief job, will receive 
$145,000, according to city 
officials.

Either way, it’s a lot 
more than Stone makes. 
He earns $127,000 a year, 
the lowest salary out of 
any of the agency leaders 
listed in the study.

The sheriff’s office 
study finds that a captain 
in Rocky Mount earns 
around $90,000 a year 
and a captain at the Wil-
son Police Department 
earns $88,500, but a 

captain in Nash County 
earns only an average of 
$68,188.

A captain in Nash Coun-
ty earns 27% less than 
the market average. The 
difference is greater for a 
lieutenant at 32%.

Nash County suffers 
from pay compression 
where the starting salary 
for a new deputy is decent, 
comparable to both Rocky 
Mount and Wilson. The 
problem is as a Nash dep-
uty moves up in the ranks, 
his or her pay doesn’t in-
crease much.

By the time a Nash 
deputy has been on the 
job for a decade, he or she 
is earning an average of 
$6,000 less than law en-
forcement officers at the 

other agencies. 
The compression is so 

bad in Nash County that a 
deputy with only a year or 
two on the job is making 
only about $3,000 a year 
less than a deputy with 
15 years of experience, 
according to the sheriff’s 
office study.

Stone wants a new pay 
structure that will auto-
matically increase salaries 
based on experience and 
completion of certain 
training.

Davis said the county 
has a pay range for each 
position with increases 
available for tenure, edu-
cation, experience and job 
performance as deter-
mined mostly by immedi-
ate supervisors. 

continued from page 1A

tor comes in.”
Thompson developed 

his business acumen at 
N.C. Central University, 
where he majored in busi-
ness management. While 

attending the Durham 
college, Thompson played 
football for the Eagles, 
something the Bailey farm 
kid started at Southern 
Nash High School.

“I would get up before 
5 a.m., work on the farm 

and Coach (Pat) Miller 
would ride by in his pickup 
and I’d hop on the tail-
gate,” Thompson said. “I’d 
go to school, practice, then 
Coach would drop me off. 
Then I would do it all over 
again. It was hard, but I 
learned a real work ethic.”

Thompson played any 
position the team needed, 
but spent a lot of games as 
a linebacker. He graduat-
ed in 1994, but not before 
The Wilson Times profiled 
him on its sports page 
for his ability to play just 
about any position.

“I had a daughter at 18 
and didn’t think I was go-
ing to college,” Thompson 
said. “But my mama said, 
‘You’re going to college,’ 
and the family helped me. 
Going to Central was a 
wonderful experience.”

After college, Thomp-
son returned to Southern 
Nash at head football 
coach Brian Foster’s re-
quest. For a time, Thomp-
son helped coach the Fire-
birds and taught business 
management classes.

Thompson’s entrepre-
neurial spirit led him back 
to business, and that led 
him back to the family to-
bacco and cucumber farm. 

“I knew I wanted to start 
a business, but I wasn’t 
sure what,” Thompson 
said. “Tobacco was a 
cash crop for us. I did the 
farming side growing up, 
I wanted to see what the 
other side was like. When 
I figured it out, my uncle 
who’s still in the busi-
ness donated a lot of the 
decorations for the store. I 
want to capture the spirit 

I remember. I remember 
seeing the men work all 
day and then they would 
relax under a shade tree 
with a Pepsi with peanuts 
stuffed in the bottle and 
maybe a cigar.”

Thompson offers to-
bacco products from what 
he calls Boss Hogg slow-
smoking cigars to recog-
nized name brands.

“There’s a lot of new 
fruit flavors that pique 
people’s interest,” Thomp-
son said. “I will order what 
people want.”

A customer asked for 
Natural American Spirit, 
a cigarette brand made 
an hour down the road in 
Oxford. 

“I hadn’t heard of it, did 
some research and got 
them in,” Thompson said. 
“There’s a lot of people in 

Spring Hope who travel 
to Nashville or Wake For-
est to get what I got right 
here.”

The store also carries 
vape products.

A gifted wood crafts-
man, Thompson builds 
and sells wine racks, 
blanket ladders, noodle 
boards, welcome signs 
and more.

Thompson said he re-
cently picked up playing 
chess and plans to set a 
couple of game tables 
outside the store on the 
sidewalk so folks can play 
the day away.

Tobacco Hall and Mini 
Mart is open from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays 
through Thursdays; 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays; and 1-6 p.m. 
on Sundays. 

Shop: New Tobacco Hall and Mini Mart is operating seven days a week
continued from page 1A

Police probe 
nightclub 
shooting
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — City police are 
asking for the public’s help in identi-
fying a suspect in a nightclub shoot-
ing.

Around 1:40 a.m. March 29, of-
ficers with the Rocky Mount Police 
Department responded to a shooting 
with injury at Da Boat Ryde, a night-
club on the 1800 block of Stone Rose 
Drive, said Cpl. Ricky Jackson, the 
department’s public information of-
ficer.

“Officers located the victim, James 
Blossom, a 44-year- old male, who was 
shot and sustained non-life-threaten-
ing wounds,” Jackson said. “He was 
treated and released from UNC Nash 
Health Care.”

The department is in search of the 
unknown perpetrator, Jackson said.

Anyone with information about the 
shooting is asked to call the Rocky 
Mount Police Department at 252-972-
1411 or Twin County Crime Stoppers 
at 252-977-1111.To send information 
through the Text-A-Tip service, text 
RMPOL and your message to CRIMES 
(274637). 

Police say phone calls and text mes-
sages are anonymous.   

Rocky Mount set to hire new police chief
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117 

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
officials have completed a 

national search 
to fill the vacant 
police chief posi-
tion. 

Robert Hassell, 
who currently 
serves as chief 
of police for the 
city of Reidsville, 

has been presented a condi-
tional offer of employment, 
pending the outcome of a 
background investigation, 
according to a press release 
from Jessie Nunery, the city’s 
media relations specialist.

If all goes well, Hassell will 
be sworn into office May 3.

Hassell is an accomplished 
law enforcement executive 
with more than 25 years of 
leadership experience. Since 
his appointment as Reidsville 
police chief in August 2014, 
Hassell has led a department 
of 50 full-time sworn offers. 
During his tenure, Hassell 
headed multiple public-
facing programs and policy 
efforts, including the creation 
and integration of the Com-
munity Policing Philosophy; 
a response team to combat 
the opioid crisis known as 

the Post Overdose Response 
Team; and Community, Ad-
vocates, Leaders and Minis-
ters, or CALM, which builds 
relationships between offi-
cers and the community they 
serve.

Hassell served as police 
chief at Fayetteville State 
University from January 2012 
to August 2014. 

That time overlapped with 
Rocky Mount City Manager 
Rochelle Small-Toney’s ten-
ure as assistant city manager 
in Fayetteville from 2013-16. 

“Robert Hassell possesses 
the qualities, skills and val-
ues necessary to be the city 
of Rocky Mount’s next police 
chief,” Small-Toney said in 
the press release. “From a 
pool of many well-qualified 
candidates, I believe Has-
sell’s experience (and) ability 
to form positive relationships 
internally and externally, 
as well as his proven track 
record of establishing pro-
grams and initiatives, make 
him the right candidate for 
this time in our city’s history.”

Hassell also served as 
police chief for the town of 
Hope Mills from September 
2009 to January 2012. He’s 
served in a leadership capac-
ity as director of public safety 
with the town of Fairmont 
from June 2005 to September 

2009. 
His career in law enforce-

ment began with nearly a 
decade spent as a member 
of the Kinston Police Depart-
ment from December 1995 to 
June 2005.

Hassell earned a bachelor’s 
degree in public adminis-
tration from the University 
of Mount Olive, a master’s 
degree in public administra-
tion from Central Michigan 
University and a doctorate 
of education in management 
and organizational leader-
ship from the University of 
Phoenix. 

He currently serves as 
chairman of the board for 
ReDirections and the vice 
chair of the planning com-
mittee for the N.C. Criminal 

Justice Training and Educa-
tion Standards Commission. 
Hassell previously served as 
the president and regional di-
rector of the N.C. Association 
of Chiefs of Police, which 
represents more than 250 
municipal, state, college and 
university law enforcement 
agencies.

If hired, Hassell will take 
over a department of nearly 
200 employees. The depart-
ment is working toward fu-
ture accreditation.

Interim Chief Charles Wil-
liams will remain in his role 
until Hassell takes over. Wil-
liams is in his second stint as 
interim chief, twice filling in 
for retired Chief George Rob-
inson, who returned briefly 
before resigning last month.  

Hassell

He currently serves as chairman of the 
board for ReDirections and the vice chair 
of the planning committee for the N.C. 
Criminal Justice Training and Education 
Standards Commission. Robert Hassell 
previously served as the president and 
regional director of the N.C. Association 
of Chiefs of Police, which represents more 
than 250 municipal, state, college and 
university law enforcement agencies.

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The North Carolina Utilities Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its service 
area for universal service purposes. CenturyLink’s 
basic local service rates for residential voice 
lines are $25.50-$27.50 per month and business 
services are $37.00-$40.00 per month. Specific 
rates will be provided upon request. 

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit 
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone 
or qualifying broadband service more affordable 
to eligible low-income individuals and families. 
Eligible customers are those that meet eligibility 
standards as defined by the FCC and state 
commissions. Residents who live on federally 
recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for additional 
Tribal benefits if they participate in certain 
federal eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount 
is available for only one telephone or qualifying 
broadband service per household, and can be on 
either wireline or wireless service. Broadband 
speeds must be 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps 
upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the 
Lifeline program as any individual or group 
of individuals who live together at the same 
address and share income and expenses. Lifeline 
service is not transferable, and only eligible 
consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers 
who willfully make false statements in order to 
obtain a Lifeline discount can be punished by 
fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the 
program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please 
call 1-800-201-4099 or visit centurylink.com/
lifeline with questions or to request an application 
for the Lifeline program.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

After the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still small voice. (1 Kings 19:12)

PRAYER: Dear Father, forgive us when we crowd you out of our daily 
routines. Help us to use even the mundane tasks of each day to focus on 
you and your wisdom. Amen.

What senators 
didn’t say  
speaks volumes

There is an immigration crisis, but it is not the 
current surge of illegal migrants now trying to en-
ter the United States on our southern border, in-
cluding as many as 500 unaccompanied children 
a day, as Republican politicians keep claiming on 
Fox News in their bid to undermine President Joe 
Biden.

What’s happening on the border is an ongoing 
serious problem, to be sure, and the moral imper-
ative of taking proper care of innocent children in 

a bad situation demands all the attention the federal government 
can provide. But it’s not some kind of crisis that poses an exis-
tential danger. It’s just another mess the Democrats are having to 
clean up from the previous Republican administration that made 
eliminating immigration and treating immigrants with cruelty a 
priority.

A pack of Republican senators, including Sen. Thom Tillis, took 
a trip to the Mexican border recently to tour the Border Patrol 
facilities where apprehended illegals, especially the children, are 
being kept. After spending awhile looking around and talking to 
agents, they happily lined up at a press conference with croco-
dile outrage to lament the overcrowding as inhumane and blame 
Biden for everything.  

The situation, everybody agrees, including Biden, is bad, similar 
to the massive surge of apprehensions under in 2019 where facili-
ties were overflowing with unaccompanied children in deplorable 
conditions. The pandemic slowed the flow into the U.S., but the 
government says for the last 10 months, almost 100,000 people 
per month are being caught trying to enter the country illegally, 
and now more than 4,200 children are awaiting processing in 
facilities meant for only a few hundred and for much longer than 
legally allowed. 

But aside from ignoring that the immigrant surge began under 
Trump policies long before Biden took office, what the senators 
didn’t say was that the vast majority of those caught are men who 
are immediately sent back to Mexico. They didn’t say that the 
numbers are consistent with seasonal patterns over the last sev-
eral years, expected and cyclical. 

They also didn’t say, but independent reporters did, that the 
facilities where children are being kept were not improved 
or even maintained from the 2019 surge by the previous ad-
ministration, a problem worsened by the pandemic. And they 
didn’t say that most of the waiting children — 2,600, mostly 
teenagers — have been fully processed by the Border Patrol 
but are waiting to be transferred to U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services facilities designed for minors where they 
can be turned over to sponsors or families, or safely returned 
home. 

They didn’t say the children were coming, at least in part, be-
cause Trump killed an Obama program that would allow children 
to apply for visas while still in their own country. They didn’t say 
the government is doing everything it can as fast as possible to 
find additional housing, including using the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and military bases. 

And they also didn’t say that President Biden said he would not, 
as a matter of simple but commendable humanity, just turn the 
children loose back into Mexico. Biden said there’s no crisis, but 
it is a problem he promises — and has begun — to fix.

The real crisis, from which problems continue, is that America’s 
political leaders have willfully and irresponsibly refused to enact 
comprehensive immigration reform, choosing to use desperate il-
legal (politely known as “undocumented”) immigrants as political 
pawns for crass partisan advantage. 

Both parties have done too little, but the biggest blame for de-
cades falls on conservative Republicans, egged on by the immi-
grant-hating former president, who have killed every bipartisan 
attempt in either the House or the Senate to fix immigration.

The problem is not easy or inexpensive to solve, but it’s also not 
terribly complicated in principle. We have to find a way to deal 
both with non-Americans who are already here illegally and those 
who keep trying to come. 

Currently, the number of undocumented workers in the U.S. is 
estimated at 10.5 million. Responsible leaders from both parties 
agree that we need to find a way to bring the law-abiding workers 
into society legally and fairly, with penalties but also a positive, 
permanent outcome that lets them come out of the shadows. We 
definitely need to protect the children of undocumented workers 
who came with their parents and were raised as Americans, the 
so-called “Dreamers.” 

Stemming the surge is harder but also doable. The “wall” is a 
non-factor. True border security is reasonably in place. One thing 
most needed is a way for prospective immigrants to get U.S. visas 
in a timely manner within their own countries. Our embassies 
and consulates take years to process applications, and people 
stop waiting. 

A bigger solution, one previous administrations were trying but 
Trump abandoned, is to help South American countries improve 
their living standards, safety and job prospects so fewer people 
would want to leave their homes. 

We are a nation of immigrants, and the diversity and combined 
strengths of cultures and races makes us stronger and more 
prosperous. Immigrants are welcomed citizens of southern Nash 
County. They are friends and neighbors, not aliens.

Don’t let Republicans keep making immigration a political hor-
ror show. It’s time to stand up for what’s best for America, and for 
the good people who want to be Americans too. 

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. 

Plain cake, fried chicken and cornbread 
Have you 

ever had a 
memory when 
you said to 
yourself, “I 
wish I could 
turn back 
time”? 

That hap-
pened to me the night of 
March 31 as I was watching 
“Mountain Men.” (Can you 
believe that I am absolutely 
hooked on that show?) I 
suddenly wanted a piece of 
Mama’s plain cake. 

We called it that because she 
just made this delicious batter 
that was a one-layer cake, sweet 
and light and fluffy and never 
put a frosting on it — thus, plain 
cake. When that aroma would 
hit my nose any afternoon as I 
came into the house, it was like 
someone had just swung open 
the gate to heaven. 

There was always a 
10-ounce Pepsi in a bottle 
that had the manufacturing 
city on the back. Ever play 
the travel game on a Pepsi 
bottle? Another treat was fried 

cornbread left in the oven 
along with a baked sweet 
potato and, you know it, hog 
cracklings or skins (they are 
not the same thing). There is 
absolutely no way to duplicate 
any of that combined deli-
ciousness.

I have one of those Lagasse 
air fryers that can do every-
thing but wash the dishes, yet 
still, the best chicken is fried 
in that old cast iron pan my 
folks gave me in 1965. I have, 
however, learned to use vege-
table oil rather than pure lard. 

I still put self-rising flour in a 
large paper bag with salt and 
pepper, drop the chicken in 
and batter it before dropping 
it into the oil in the pan. I tried 
that plastic gallon bag thing 
but that’s not getting it done. I 
can cut a 2 1/2 pound chicken 
into enough pieces to feed six 
folks, a method also taught to 
me by my dad. 

My grandson, Sean, has 
requested fried chicken to 
celebrate his birthday on 
Saturday. So, chicken pickup 
Friday, cut up and soak in salt 

water until Saturday and crisp 
chicken will be the outcome 
that afternoon. 

I always think of my mom 
when I cook chicken, and I 
wonder just how old that fry-
ing pan really is. I know it’s 
been in the family since at 
least the 1930s. We had fried 
chicken every Sunday after 
church and somehow, no mat-
ter who dropped in for dinner 
(we did not call it lunch) there 
was always enough chicken 
for everyone. Several genera-
tions have been well fed using 
that old pan.

First hummingbird of the 
year for my house showed 
up late Thursday. I’ve had my 
feeder out for a week or so 
in anticipation of their return 
and sure enough, he flew in 
and drank the homemade nec-
tar for the longest time. Spring 
is really here!

Jan Mills is The Enterprise’s 
customer service representa-
tive. Reach her at 252-478-
3651 and jmills.enterprise@
wilsontimes.com.

State has too much debt already 
RALEIGH 

— Thanks to 
the N.C. Gen-
eral Assem-
bly’s fiscally 
responsible 
policies, state 
government 
has some $5 
billion in un-

spent funds and unanticipated 
revenues in its General Fund.

And thanks to the fiscally 
irresponsible policies of Con-
gress and the Biden admin-
istration, North Carolina will 
receive another $5.2 billion in 
“COVID-19 recovery” funds 
that will be borrowed from 
Chinese investors and other 
holders of federal treasuries.

Gov. Roy Cooper and his 
aides have looked up at that 
towering, tottering mountain 
of one-time cash and taken its 
measure. They think it’s too 
small.

So in the 2021-23 budget 
proposal he just released, the 
governor is recommending 
that North Carolina borrow 
another $4.6 billion for capital 
spending on schools, colleges, 
universities, museums and 
other government facilities.

Some of these projects are 
clearly worthwhile. Others 
are pork-barrel giveaways. 
Still others are somewhere in 
the middle — nice-to-haves, 
let’s say, though hardly must-
haves.

I’ll say two positive things 
about Cooper’s debt scheme. 
First, it is true that, all other 
things being equal, it is bet-
ter to borrow when interest 
rates are low than when they 
are high. Second, Cooper 
proposes that the new debt be 
issued as general-obligation 
bonds, meaning that North 
Carolina taxpayers will get to 
vote on the package in a bond 

referendum.
But even at low interest 

rates, borrowing is costlier 
than paying cash. And Cooper 
proposes to put his massive 
borrowing spree on the bal-
lot in an off-year, low-turnout 
election. A better approach 
would be to be put state gov-
ernment’s current surpluses to 
effective use, including a con-
certed effort to pay down the 
state’s already burdensome 
debt load.

While the state currently 
has $4.1 billion of General 
Fund debt on its books, that’s 
not its only fiscal obligation. 
The state has also promised 
pension and health benefits 
to current and former public 
employees. North Carolina’s 
pension fund is better funded 
than that of most states, but 
not yet fully funded. And the 
unfunded liability for retiree 
health benefits is staggering: 
about $28 billion.

This big hole in North 
Carolina’s financial position 
is hardly invisible. Governor 
Cooper sees it. His budget 
even included a $150 million 
deposit into the reserve for 
health benefits. Given the cur-
rent surplus, however, this is 
also pitifully inadequate.

With more than $10 billion 
in cash to spend, we don’t 
need to borrow another $4.6 
billion. Instead, the state leg-
islature should convert that 
one-time surplus into ongoing 
benefits for North Carolinians.

First, I recommend that law-
makers put $1 billion into the 
state’s pension fund, $2 billion 
into the state’s retiree health 
reserve, $500 million into 
dedicated reserves for disaster 
relief and the state’s turbulent 
Medicaid program and $2 bil-
lion into the state’s rainy-day 
reserve.

In the latter case, that would 
take the rainy-day fund to $3.1 
billion, which comes to about 
12% of last year’s General 
Fund budget. Most economists 
believe 2021 and 2022 will be 
banner years for economic 
recovery. I certainly hope so. 
But having a healthy cushion 
of operating expenses in the 
bank is a sensible precaution, 
and will keep North Carolina 
from having to raise taxes 
or cut programs with a meat 
cleaver if bad news comes.

As for the remaining cash, 
I think the General Assembly 
should do a combination of 
capital investment and debt 
reduction. We absolutely need 
to upgrade key state assets, 
from education and health in-
stitutions to prisons and court-
houses. We can do that while 
also paying down some of 
our $4.1 billion in bonded in-
debtedness, which consumes 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
a year that could be devoted to 
future operating expenses or 
tax relief.

Keep in mind that I’m only 
talking about North Carolina’s 
one-time cash. The state is 
projecting robust revenue 
growth next year, which can 
fund essential services and pay 
raises for public employees.

Politicians make some of 
their worst decisions during 
the “best” of times. Fiscally 
speaking, that’s where North 
Carolina is right now. The gov-
ernor erred in proposing a new 
borrowing spree. Lawmakers 
should pursue a wiser course.

John Hood is a Carolina Jour-
nal columnist and author of 
the forthcoming novel “Moun-
tain Folk,” a historical fantasy 
set during the American revo-
lution (MountainFolkBook.
com).
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Linda Batts Manning
Aug. 29, 1950 — March 31, 2021

BAILEY — Linda Batts Manning, 70, died 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021. Arrangements are 
by Joyner’s Funeral Home and Crematory, Wil-
son. 

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at no 
charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid ba-
sis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. Friday for each 
Wednesday’s edition. Contact Lori Parrish at 252-
265-7850 with questions.     

OBITUARIES
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Small business 
weekends planned 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Sunkissed Valley Boutique 
will host Small Business 
Pop-Up Shop weekends at 
the Golden East Crossing 
Mall on Saturday, April 17, 
along with May 15 and June 
19. 

Sunkissed Valley is an 
e-commerce business 
owned by Rocky Mount 
native Courtney Williams, 
who said the pop-up shops 
are a way for small busi-
ness owners and local buy-
ers a chance to connect 
and support each other. 
Companies seeking to hire 
workers will also be on 
hand. 

“The Small Business 
Pop-Up enables shoppers 
to make a big impact in 
their community by sup-
porting a local small busi-

ness,” Williams said in a 
news release. 

Sunkissed Valley is ac-
cepting vendor applica-
tions for the pop-up shop. 
To apply, email Williams at 
sunkissedvalley@outlook.
com. 

Meal program 
seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Senior Services is 
seeking volunteers for the 
agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring 
Hope, Bailey and the West 
Mount area.

The program delivers a 
hot, nutritious lunchtime 
meal for seniors on 10 
routes within Nash Coun-
ty. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and underlying 
medical conditions, sev-
eral volunteers have been 
unable to participate. 

Organizers are seeking 
adults without chronic 
health conditions and 
COVID-19 risk factors 
who are available from 
9:30-11 a.m. at least one 
weekday each week to 
deliver meals. Depending 
on the route, meal deliv-
eries take roughly half an 
hour to an hour.

Prospective volunteers 
or people with questions 
can call Senior Services 
Coordinator Wendy Perry 
at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
listings are published as a 
public service of The En-
terprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday 
for each Wednesday’s 
edition. Email listings to 
cfriedman@wilsontimes.
com with “Community 
Calendar” in the subject 
line.  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Rocky Mount man pleads guilty 
in ‘heinous’ animal cruelty case
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7879

Editor’s note: This story contains graphic 
details that may be disturbing to some 
readers.

WILSON — A man who prosecutors 
say stole his aunt’s bullmastiff, stabbed it 

to death with a screwdriver 
and used a chainsaw to 
cut the dog in half pleaded 
guilty to an animal cruelty 
charge last week. 

Jonathan Maxey Bulluck 
Jr., 25, of Golden Villas 
Drive in Rocky Mount, 
pleaded guilty to one count 

of felony cruelty to animals March 
31 in Wilson County Superior Court. 
Bulluck entered an Alford plea, an 
arrangement in which a defendant 
doesn’t admit guilt but acknowledges 
there’s evidence that could lead to a 
conviction. 

Superior Court Judge Lamont Wig-
gins sentenced Bulluck, who had no 
prior criminal record, to 4-14 months in 
prison along with mental health therapy, 
treatment and counseling. He will re-
ceive credit for time served and will be 
required to enroll in mental health coun-
seling services upon his release from 
prison. 

When Bulluck was arrested in Janu-
ary 2020, Wilson County Sheriff Calvin 
Woodard described the dog’s killing as 
one of the most heinous animal cruelty 
cases in recent memory. 

“It was like a something out of a hor-
ror movie,” Woodard said. “This was just 
a heinous act from the beginning to the 
end.” 

THE CASE

The dog’s owner told deputies she 
returned from work to her home on Rob-
bins Road outside Sharpsburg and her 
nephew who was staying the night with 
her said her dog jumped on a 2-year-old 
also staying at the home, according to 
the sheriff’s office.

She told authorities she checked on the 
child and couldn’t find any injuries. 

When she awoke the following morn-
ing, she noticed Bulluck, her nephew, 
was gone and her dog had been taken off 
its leash, officials said. 

The owner told deputies she remem-
bered her nephew saying he “would’ve 
killed the dog,” according to sheriff’s 
officials. 

Bulluck’s aunt tried to contact him 
but was unsuccessful. That’s when she 
called authorities.

Deputies and family members eventu-
ally found the dog’s body in a shallow 
grave down a dirt path off Robbins Road.

Investigators determined Bulluck stole 
the dog during the night of Jan. 24, 2020, 
and carried it down a long dirt path, of-
ficials previously said.

Bulluck stabbed the dog multiple times 
with a screwdriver and used a chainsaw 
to cut the dog in half, Assistant District 
Attorney Kimberly Whitehurst told the 
court. Whitehurst said deputies only re-
covered half of the dog’s body. 

Bulluck’s attorney, Tom Sallenger, told 
the court that his client suffers from bi-
polar disorder and his client said the dog 
had “humped” another child. 

The entire family asked for Bulluck to 
receive mental health counseling and 
therapy, Sallenger told the court. 

State seeks Spring Litter Sweep volunteers 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

IT’S TIME TO CLEAN UP 
NORTH CAROLINA 

State transportation 
workers and partners 
have already picked 
up more than a million 
pounds of litter from road-
sides in 2021, but much 
more cleaning is needed, 
and that takes volunteers, 
said state roadside engi-
neer David Harris of the 
N.C. Department of Trans-
portation. 

“In just two months, 
NCDOT and our partner 
organizations have picked 
up over 1 million pounds 
of litter,” Harris said “We 
need to keep that momen-
tum moving forward. The 
annual Litter Sweep is a 
great opportunity to get 
outdoors with family and 
friends and work along-
side NCDOT to ensure 
North Carolina remains a 
beautiful place to live and 
work.” 

For two weeks begin-
ning Saturday, the DOT 
will hold its annual Adopt-
A-Highway Spring Lit-

ter Sweep, said agency 
spokeswoman Lauren 
Haviland.

“There’s still plenty of 
time to sign up for the 
Spring Litter Sweep,” 
Haviland said. 

Volunteers will be pro-
vided with cleanup sup-
plies including trash bags, 
gloves and safety vests. 
Everyone will be asked to 
observe COVID-19 safety 
protocols, which means 
wearing a mask and 
gloves at all times while 
keeping at least 6 feet 
apart from other volun-
teers. Anyone who’s been 
diagnosed with or recently 
exposed to COVID-19 
should refrain from par-
ticipating. 

‘WE NEED TO DO OUR PART’ 

Sweeps take place each 
April and September. 
Volunteers from local 
businesses, schools, non-
profits, churches, munici-
palities, law enforcement 
and community groups 
play an important role in 
keeping North Carolina’s 
roads clean, according 
to state transporation of-
ficials.

In a public service 
announcement, Luke 
Combs, a North Carolina 
native and multiplatinum 
country music artist, has 
called on residents state-
wide to keep North Caro-
lina beautiful and keep 
litter off the state’s roads 
and highways. 

“We are from one of the 
most beautiful places in 
the world, and we need to 
do our part to help keep 
it that way,” Combs said 
in the announcement 
recorded for use by the 
NCDOT.

State Transportation Sec-
retary Eric Boyette thanked 
Combs in a press release 
for “volunteering his time 
to help spread the word. 
Litter is an issue that affects 
everyone, and we need ev-
eryone’s help to stop it.”

SWAT-A-LITTERBUG

Folks can now help 
catch a litterbug on the 
web with the launch of a 
new app. Anyone inter-
ested can sign up using a 
computer or mobile device 
for the new Swat-A-Litter-
bug internet application 
that allows users to report 
when they see someone 
toss litter from a vehicle.  

Litterbugs will receive 
a formal notification let-
ter from the N.C. State 
Highway Patrol informing 
them about their littering 
offense as well as the pen-
alties for littering and a 
note urging them to keep 
North Carolina beautiful 
and clean.

North Carolinians can 
access the web app by 
visiting ncdot.gov/litter. 
First-time users will be 
given the option of adding 
a shortcut to their phone’s 
home screen or comput-
er’s desktop.

EVERYONE’S HELP 

Everyone’s help is need-
ed to keep North Carolina 
clean and prevent litter 
from accumulating on the 
roadsides, Boyette said.

“We all are responsible 
for keeping North Caro-
lina clean and beautiful,” 
said Boyette, who got a 
head start on this year’s 
Spring Litter Sweep by 
picking up trash recently 
along the Knightdale by-
pass in Wake County.

Litter is unsightly, costs 
millions of dollars to clean 
up and can hurt tourism, 
the environment and the 
state’s quality of life. The 
most effective way to aid 
litter removal efforts is to 
stop it at its source. State 
officials urge everyone to 
do their part by: 

• Securing loads before 
driving. Unsecured trash 
can fly from a vehicle and 
end up as roadside litter. 

• Trash should be held 
onto until it can be dis-
posed of properly. Keep a 
litter bag in your vehicle 
so you can properly dis-
pose of trash later. 

• Recycle whenever pos-
sible. Recycling protects 
the environment, saves 
landfill space and keeps 
the community clean.

To sign up for the Spring 
Litter Sweep or to obtain 
more information, call 
919-707-2970 or visit the 
Litter Sweep webpage via 
the shortened link https://
bit.ly/3dBDPMf.  

Puppy Puddles

The Enterprise
Read, Reuse & Recycle

252-243-5151

Bulluck
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2 Southern Nash players earn All-Area honors 
From staff reports 

Two Southern Nash High basketball 
players have been named to The Wilson 

Times’ 2021 All-Area team. 
Twelve boys and 12 girls bat-
tled their way to the top of 
the list in a pandemic year.

The Enterprise’s sister 
newspaper, the Times com-
piles annual All-Area lists 
from the Wilson paper’s 
extended readership area, 

which includes southern Nash County, 
northern Wayne County, northern 
Johnston County, southern Edgecombe 
County and north-central Greene Coun-
ty in addition to the entirety of Wilson 
County.  

BOYS

For Southern Nash, senior Chason 
Royal secured 13.8 points and five re-

bounds for a Firebirds squad 
that finished 7-3 and played 
the entirety of its schedule 
within the 3-A Big East Con-
ference, finishing second 
behind Rocky Mount. 

Other All-Area selections 
include:

• Kyshon Atkinson, Fike.
• Nasiar Blackston, Wilson Prep.
• Devyn Bullock, Wilson Prep.
• Khouri Carvey, Community Christian.  
• Hampton Evans, Greenfield.
• Omarreyon Johnson, Wilson Prep.
• Zay Mayo, SouthWest Edgecombe.

• Davon McKayhan, Hunt.
• Aaron Murphy, Greenfield.
• Anthony Speight, Community Chris-

tian. 
• Ray Wooten, SouthWest Edgecombe. 

GIRLS

Sophomore point guard Jermia Walker 
collected her second All-Area selection 
to begin her varsity career, as the South-
ern Nash floor general had 14.6 points to 
go along with 5.2 steals and 4.9 rebounds 
per game.

Other All-Area selections include:
• Makayla Anderson, Fike.
• Jocelyn Bailey, Wilson Christian. 
• Jada Battle, SouthWest Edgecombe.
• Daneesha Briggs, Beddingfield.

• Jeallen Holland, Greenfield.
• Serenity McNair, Community Chris-

tian. 
• Arial Pearce, North Johnston. 
• Jer’Lisah Pridgen, SouthWest Edge-

combe.
• Ti’Asia Taylor, Hunt.
• Abbey Thomas, C.B. Aycock.
• Dzi’zya Thompson, Beddingfield. 

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Three Firebirds and one Ladybird 
received All-Area honorable mentions 
from the Times’ sports staff.

Jordan Vick, Jackson Vick and T.J. 
Taybron were listed for the Southern 
Nash boys and Brooke Lucas represent-
ed the girls. 

Royal Walker

Ladybirds 
golfers finish 
2nd in tri-match 
From staff reports 

WILSON — Ashton Barnes fired a 
nine-hole score of 42 to lead her Hunt 
High girls golf team to five-stroke win 
over runner-up Southern Nash in a 
3-A Big East Conference tri-match 
March 31 at Willow Springs Country 
Club.

Anna Brooke Taylor tied for second 
place overall with a 45 while Allison 
Boykin completed the scoring for the 
host Lady Warriors with a 52 to give 
Hunt a score of 139.

The Ladybirds were led by freshman 
Mackenzie Gamble, who matched 
Taylor’s 45, while Madelyn Lockhart 
(49) and Samantha Puckett (50) con-
tributed to their 144 total. Northern 
Nash came in with a 177 with the 
minimum of three players.

Other scores for Hunt were Kathryn 
Willoughby (53), Anna Coleman (56), 
Alexis Winbourne (58) and Trista 
Waddell (59). Southern Nash’s addi-
tional scores were Tabatha Tomasze-
wski (59), Caroline Thornton (60) and 
Mercedes Ledbetter (61).

Hunt and Southern Nash will be 
back in action April 14 at Wedgewood 
Public Golf Course in Wilson with 
Fike as the third team.

Firebirds claim Big 
East tri-match 

ROCKY MOUNT — Carson Win-
stead’s 36 led Southern Nash as the 
Firebirds won the 3-A Big East Con-
ference boys golf nine-hole match 
by 46 strokes over runner-up Rocky 
Mount on March 30. 

Winstead clipped teammate Jacob 
Kearney by two strokes while Levy 
Brantley carded a 43 on the course at 
Northgreen Country Club as the Fire-
birds posted a winning score of 170. 
Also playing well for Southern Nash 
were Andrew Thompson and Daniel 
Collie.

The Gryphons finished with 216 
while Northern Nash did not have 
enough individuals for a team score.

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Cooper throws no-hitter as Ladybirds crush Hunt, 18-0 
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7807 
| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

WILSON — The pregame 
vibes surrounding the Southern 
Nash High varsity softball team 
couldn’t have been much worse 
leading into last week’s 3-A 
Big East Conference contest at 
Hunt.

For starters, the first bus the 
Ladybirds intended to take to 
Wilson would not crank. Once 
it arrived at Hunt on a second 
chariot, Southern Nash discov-
ered that it left a bucket behind 
that contained its scorebook and 
lineup cards. Infield-outfield 
warmups were far from crisp 
for the Ladybirds, prompting 
the reigning 3-A Big East Con-
ference champions to have a 
conversation behind the visiting 
dugout.

Whatever was said in that 
meeting snapped Southern 
Nash sharply back into focus.

Senior right-hander Kierstin 
Cooper threw her third career 
no-hitter and drove in five runs, 
while a pair of seven-run in-
nings at the plate boosted the 
Ladybirds to their 22nd straight 
victory in Big East regular-sea-
son play with an 18-0 decision in 
five innings March 30.

The Ladybirds improved to 
3-1 overall and stayed unbeaten 
in conference play through 
three outings. Hunt, coming off 
the outright insanity of a 24-22 
loss at Rocky Mount the day 
before, fell to 1-2 — all in league 
play.

While Southern Nash head 
coach Scott Collie had the 
nuclear option at his disposal 
following a warmup that was 
“absolutely horrible,” experi-

ence told him not to utilize it.
“Just being older and under-

standing that’s not going to do 
anything but make the situation 
worse,” Collie said. “We’ve got 
five seniors that obviously we 
lean heavily upon, and I just told 
the girls, the younger girls, that 
they think I’m being really hard 
on them right now. I’m coaching 
this year’s team, but what I’m 
also doing is I’m coaching next 
year’s team. Because those five, 
when we come back here next 
year, they’re going to be outside 
the fence watching.”

However, don’t hand the Lady-
birds elder quintet lawn chairs 
and concession items just yet.

Cooper struck out nine and 
walked two, allowing bat-
ters to reach in the first, third 
and fifth innings — the latter 

Southern Nash right-hander Kierstin Cooper threw her third career no-
hitter March 30, striking out nine and walking two en route to an 18-0 
victory in five innings. At the plate, Cooper had two hits and drove in 
five runs. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise  

Firebirds come up short
Gryphons hang on 
for 28-26 win 
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7807 
 | Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

Untimely fumbles and a generous de-
fense have been the two primary culprits 
for the Southern Nash High varsity foot-
ball team’s struggles in this shortened 
spring season.

On Saturday’s rescheduled Senior Day 
against Rocky Mount, the defense rose 
to the occasion and kept the Firebirds 
in contention until the final whistle. But 

Southern Nash’s Joseph Hernandez (1) fights for yardage as a Rocky Mount defender grabs his leg during Saturday’s game at Southern 
Nash. The Firebirds lost 28-26. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 

Southern 
Nash’s 
Jordan Vick 
(28) looks 
to cut back 
against 
a line of 
pursuing 
Rocky 
Mount 
defenders 
during 
Saturday’s 
game at 
Southern 
Nash. The 
Firebirds 
lost 28-26. 
Sheldon Vick | 
Special to The 
Enterprise 

See FIREBIRDS, Page 2BSee GOLFERS, Page 2B

See LADYBIRDS, Page 2B
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Southern Nash’s next match is April 13 
at Brevofield Golf Links in Wake Forest.

Warriors thump Firebirds 
8-1 for 1st win

WILSON — Freshman Alex Ellis re-
mained unbeaten in singles as his Hunt 
High boys tennis team picked up its first 
win of the spring with an 8-1 defeat of 
3-A Big East Conference visitor Southern 
Nash on March 30. 

Ellis defeated Frank Gonzalez 6-0, 6-4 

at No. 4 singles to improve to 3-0 before 
teaming with sophomore Ben Tong to 
prevail at No. 1 doubles.

The Warriors, now 1-2 overall and 
in Big East play, won all three doubles 
matches by the same score, 8-6.

Nathan Kiger defeated Julian Hernan-
dez-Aguilar in three sets at No. 2 singles 
for the Firebirds’ lone win.

Armstrong’s hat trick boosts 
Hunt past Ladybirds

WILSON — Senior Kristen Armstong 
ran her season scoring output to seven 

goals March 29, putting away a hat trick 
to lead the Hunt High girls soccer team 
to a 6-0 victory over 3-A Big East Confer-
ence opponent Southern Nash.

It was the third straight win for Hunt 
(3-0-1), which improved to 2-0 in Big 
East play. Freshman Kate Conoley had 
three assists as the Lady Warriors took 
a 3-0 lead into halftime before doubling 
the output over the final 40 minutes.

Junior Hannah Mosley, freshman Cap-
pa Bunn and junior Kaitlyn Schwartz-
fager had goals for Hunt. In addition to 
Conoley’s three assists, Mosley, Bunn, 
senior Mackenzie Tyson and junior 

Rayne Philpot added assists of their 
own.

As a team, Hunt was credited with 15 
corner kicks and launched 29 shots at 
the Southern Nash net. Two of Hunt’s 
goals were finished via corners.

Senior Parker Barnes and sophomore 
Logan Boone split the goalkeeping du-
ties by half, with Barnes notching two of 
the duo’s three saves.

Southern Nash (3-3, 1-2 Big East) 
produced offensive pressure from 
freshman Charlotte Benson, sophomore 
Amber Patterson and senior Jada Zim-
merman.

continued from page 1B

Golfers: Hunt credited 15 corner kicks and launched 29 shots at Southern

coming after plunking Hunt 
freshman April Mattox with an 
inside pitch. At the plate, the 
Barton College signee was 2 for 
4, including a bases-clearing, 
three-run double in the second. 
She added a run-scoring single 
in the first and drew a bases-
loaded walk in the third.

Cooper’s fellow Barton signee, 
senior Ricki Bartley, added a 
three-run triple in the third to 
highlight that seven-run outburst.

Sophomore McKenna Batten’s 
RBI infield single chased Hunt 
junior starter Madison Mercer 
after just 2 innings of work.

Southern Nash produced 14 
hits, with six errors compound-
ing the Lady Warriors’ misery 
in the second and third innings. 
Eleven of the 16 runs plated 
by the Ladybirds were earned. 
Senior Alissa Bailey’s two-run 
single in the fourth capped the 
scoring.

“I think we did good,” Cooper 
said. “I think before the game, 
we were feeling kind of iffy and 
we just weren’t all here. Then, 
when we stepped on the field, 
we were like, ‘Let’s go, we’ve 
got to do this.’”

Hunt head coach Miguel Hall 
conceded the events of March 
29 still weighed on the Lady 
Warriors following a marathon 
affair of three-and-a-half hours.

“I don’t know if they were 
depleted or feeling sorry for 
themselves or whatever, but it is 
what it is,” Hall said. “(Cooper) 
is a great pitcher, and she’s in 
that zone. We normally hit the 
ball, and hitting is not what I’m 
worried about. We just struggled 
tonight. We gave it our all with 
Rocky Mount, and I think the 
wind just left our sails.”

As for Cooper, she finds the 
2021 season as her own in the 
circle following the graduation 
of Carrigan Ewers, a two-time 
Big East Pitcher of the Year.

“The thing I love about Kier-
sten is she wants the ball every 
single time,” Collie said. “It 
doesn’t matter who is on her 
team or who we’re playing, she 
wants the ball and she wants to 
be in the circle and I love that 
about her. The thing about her 
tonight, she got stronger and 
stronger as the game went on. 
She probably works harder 
off the field than anybody that 
we’ve had since I’ve been the 
coach. She’s a gamer.”

And as stewards of the pro-
gram, Cooper, as one of South-
ern Nash’s five seniors, wants 
to pass on that championship 
feeling to the underclassmen — 
none of whom were part of the 
last Ladybirds Big East champi-
onship squad due to COVID-19.

“We’re extremely focused,” 
Cooper said. “We want the 
younger players to experience 
what we have. We want them to 
have that conference champions 
sweatshirt.”

Southern Nash’s Alissa Bailey (6) rounds third base on her way to score 
one of her three runs during a 3-A Big East Conference game at Hunt on 
March 30. The Ladybirds won 18-0 in five innings. Awaiting the cutoff 
throw are Jasmine Hendricks (3) and Allison Moore (18). Sheldon Vick | 
Special to The Enterprise 
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Ladybirds: ‘We’re extremely focused.’

with a chance to thrust them-
selves into first place in the 3-A 
Big East Conference standings 
and the inside track at a sixth-
straight league title, the stag-
gering, costly giveaways did not 
abate.

Southern Nash lost the foot-
ball twice inside the Rocky 
Mount 5-yard line, threw a 
second-half interception inside 
the Gryphon 25 and had a dif-
ficult special-teams miscue 
to precede a frantic fourth-
quarter rally that fell short 
with a 28-26 defeat at Firebirds 
Stadium. 

The Firebirds fell to 2-4 over-
all and 2-2 in Big East play, 
essentially falling out of conten-
tion for a postseason spot in the 
North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association 3-A play-
offs. Rocky Mount improved to 
5-1 and 4-0 in conference play, 
clinching the outright Big East 
championship on the basis of 
winning percentage with one 
week to play. With the Fike-
Northern Nash game canceled, 
the Knights (2-1 Big East) can-
not catch the Gryphons for the 
top spot with one week remain-
ing in the regular season.

“We just didn’t do what we 
needed to do to win a game,” 
Southern Nash head coach 
Brian Foster said. “Especially 
where we turned the ball over. 
When you’re going in twice for 
touchdowns, it’s tough. I don’t 
know what happened on the 
punt. I thought it was a perfect 
snap, and it gave them momen-
tum. The kids played hard, and 
they’ve been through a lot.”

Southern Nash’s double-
wing offense didn’t struggle to 
move the ball on the ground, 
amassing 291 yards in that de-
partment. The combination of 
junior Jackson Vick, freshman 
Jordan Vick and junior Sammy 
Gandy ran behind an offensive 
line that missed all but Monday, 
March 29, due to COVID-19 
protocol.

Jackson Vick accounted for 
three total TDs, rushing 21 
times for 134 yards, includ-
ing a nine-yard burst that put 
the Firebirds up 6-0 in the 
first quarter. He later added a 
41-yard dash that put the Fire-
birds up 14-0 with 4:04 until 
halftime.

But after senior defensive end 
Terence Raspberry fell on the 
first of his three fumble recov-
eries, Southern Nash moved the 
ball to the Rocky Mount 4-yard 
line on the strength of a 32-yard 
run by Jordan Vick.

Facing third-and-goal, Jack-
son Vick was stood up and lost 
the football at the line of scrim-
mage. Rocky Mount recovered 

the ball. 
Southern Nash opted to at-

tempt a fourth-and-4 on its side 
of the 50-yard line and was 
stopped short. That allowed 
Rocky Mount to halve the mar-
gin before halftime on a 15-yard 
toss from Stephon Jones to De-
andre Lynch. 

“We needed something good 
to happen before halftime,” 
Rocky Mount head coach Jason 
Battle said. “If they go in at the 
half up 14-0 coming out with 
the ball, a lot of momentum is 
in their favor. So that score be-
fore half was big for us.”

Indeed, the momentum 
gushed the Gryphons to open 
the third quarter. The Firebirds 
were stopped on four plays just 
inside Rocky Mount territory, 
allowing Jones to hit McKenly 
Hines out of the backfield for a 
58-yard score to tie it.

Backed up to its own 15 on its 
next possession, Southern Nash 
sent out the punting unit, but 
an adequate snap was dropped 
and smothered six yards from 
the goal line. After a false start 
— one of 18 Rocky Mount pen-
alties for 104 yards — Hines ran 
it in from 11 yards out to put the 
Gryphons up 21-14.

Another turnover from South-
ern Nash led to more Rocky 
Mount points. The Firebirds 

advanced the ball to the Rocky 
Mount 23 and threatened to 
tie, but Justin Terry intercepted 
for the Gryphons. Hines’ third 
score of the game from three 
yards away put Southern Nash 
in a 28-14 hole with 8:44 to go.

Arguably, the most painful 
giveaway from the Firebirds 
came on the following posses-
sion. Gandy got loose from the 
Rocky Mount 31-yard line and 
appeared on his way to score. 
However, the ball was knocked 
free on his way to the ground 
and meandered out of the back 
of the end zone.

One official signaled down 
by contact, and the Firebirds 
prepared to set up shop just 
outside the goal line. But after 
an extended discussion, the call 
was changed to a touchback. 
The officials’ conference was 
one of several huddles with re-
gard to turnovers in the fourth 
quarter.

“I was confused with some of 
the things that was going on,” 
Foster said. “I shouldn’t say 
anything about calls, but it was 
just a confusing day all the way 
around.”

Rocky Mount had a chance 
to grind out the clock, but 
Raspberry pounced on his sec-
ond fumble to give Southern 
Nash possession with 4:34 to 

play. That ended with Royal’s 
11-yard pass to Jackson Vick to 
make it 28-20. Raspberry col-
lected his third recovery after 
another conference by the of-
ficials, granting the Firebirds 
a potential game-tying drive at 
the 1:33 mark.

Turning his focus to offense, 
Raspberry plunged in from a 
yard away to climb within the 
final score with 16.8 seconds to 
go. However, on the two-point 
conversion, another give to 
Raspberry was stopped a yard 
shy of the goal line.

“Our kids are going to fight,” 
Foster said. “Regardless of 
who’s been at practice this 
week or how many coaches we 
have and who’s hurt. They’re 
going to show up to play, and I 
think that’s what we’re known 
for.”

Jordan Vick collected 19 car-
ries for 79 yards, while Gandy 
had 76 yards on 11 totes.

Southern Nash concludes 
its regular season Friday at 
Franklinton.

“It should have been 21-0 
at halftime,” Foster lamented. 
“We fumbled on our own 4, 
and it is what it is. When you 
get through, you can look back 
and say you’d do this different 
or that different. But in the mo-
ment, you do what you do.”

Southern Nash’s Jalen McClaston (6) goes airborne to pull down an unsuspecting Elijah Battle of Rocky 
Mount during Saturday’s game at Southern Nash. The Firebirds lost 28-26. Sheldon Vick | Special to The 
Enterprise 

They’re 
cheering 
us on 

As I watched the 
parents of college 
basketball play-
ers sitting in the 
stands, cheering 
for their children, 
I was reminded of 
Hebrews 12:1. 

It says, “There-
fore, since we 

are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.” 

Because those basketball play-
ers knew their parents were 
watching, they worked harder to 
be successful.

The Bible, of course, is not 
talking about basketball. That’s 
not surprising, considering bas-
ketball was not invented until 
1891. James Naismith wanted 
to come up with a safe indoor 
winter game for his students. So, 
he nailed two peach baskets to 
the walls and found a ball. And 
as the saying goes, the rest is 
history. 

But the Romans did hold races 
during Paul’s day, so he latched 
on to that analogy for the Chris-
tian life.

Paul’s “cloud of witnesses” 
was a figurative reference to the 
faithful men and women who 
have paved the way for us. In a 
sense, they surround us like a 
cloud. We are to act as if they are 
watching the life of faith that we 
live. I like to imagine the saints 
in heaven looking down at us, 
cheering so we don’t fail into the 
tricks of the devil. 

To run successfully, we need to 
get rid of anything that keeps us 
from being good Christians. We 
need to keep from sinning and 
to keep our eyes on the future, 
“the prize,” of Jesus’s return and 
our entering heaven.

The Bible tells us that “those 
who endure to the end will be 
saved” (Matthew 24:13.) It refers 
to the terrible events we Chris-
tians must endure before the 
end of the world. These events 
will include wars, false prophets, 
arrest and death because of our 
beliefs, and more and more evil. 

We must be strong, like a run-
ner who doesn’t give up — or 
a basketball player who works 
hard until the end of the game!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s wife. 

DONNA 
CROWE
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Historical evidence confirms Jesus’ resurrection 
Resur-

rection 
Sunday 
was a 
beautiful 
day. The 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
congrega-

tion, family and friends 
met to worship our risen 
Lord on Easter Sunday. 
The church was full of the 
faithful who knew what a 
special day it was for our 
Christian faith.  

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Bob Bunn and I in 
honor of our risen Lord 
and all the Christians 
around the world.

JOY OF RESURRECTION 

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “The Joy of the 
Resurrection,” by Billy 
Graham, from “Peace for 
Each Day.” 

“For we have been unit-
ed together in the likeness 
of His death, certainly we 
also shall be in the like-
ness of His resurrection.” 
— Romans 6:5.

“The resurrection 
completes the work that 
Jesus came to do so that 
we can live a resurrected 
life now. Christ did not 
stay on the cross, He was 
raised from the dead; He 
is alive!

“In his last year as chan-
cellor of Germany, Konrad 
Adenauer invited me for a 
visit. It surprised me that 
he knew I existed. When 
we met, he looked at me 
with his blazing eyes and 
said, ‘Young man, I’ve 
invited you for one thing. 
I want to know; do you be-
lieve in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ?’

“I said, ‘I do, sir!’
“He replied, ‘So do I!’ 

Then he made a powerful 
declaration: ‘Life has no 
meaning whatsoever if 
Christ is still in the grave!’

“The risen Savior has 
promised to give immor-
tality to all who believe 
on His name. There is a 
light that shines brighter 
that the noonday sun, and 
Christ’s resurrection is 
what gives us hope; this 
is the first stage of eternal 
life in Him. The first glori-
ous step on the journey is 
choosing Christ.”

HE IS RISEN

My devotional this week 
is “He Is Risen!” by Bre-
anna Alverson.

“He is not here; he has 
risen, just as he said. 
Come and see the place 
where he lay.” — Matthew 
28:6. 

“Since Christ’s resurrec-
tion is so crucial to God’s 
plan for the redemption 
of His people, He gave us 
massive amounts of evi-
dence to be confident in it.

“To begin, before the 
resurrection can be 
corroborated, Christ’s 
physical death must be 
confirmed. It is recorded 
in several eyewitness ac-
counts that after Jesus 
breathed His last breath 
on the cross, the Roman 
soldiers pierced Him in 
the side to confirm His 
death. Between the crowd 
of onlookers, Christ’s 
accusers and the Roman 
soldiers (who were pro-
fessionals at their job), 
there is no disputing that 
Jesus died that fateful 
day.

“Next, all four gospel 
accounts of Christ’s life 
record that women were 
the first ones to discover 
the empty tomb. In these 
accounts, we see how 
the angel spoke to Mary 
Magdalene and explained 
that Jesus was no longer 
in the tomb because He 
had risen and would meet 
them again soon. This is 
significant because in the 
first century, culturally 
speaking, a woman’s testi-
mony meant almost noth-
ing in court in comparison 
to a man’s testimony. So, 

if the disciples were lying 
about the resurrection, 
they certainly would have 
chosen ‘more believable’ 
witnesses to convince oth-
ers.

“Also, if the empty 
tomb and resurrection 
were a lie, then the Ro-
man government and the 
Pharisees would have 
found and produced 
Jesus’ body. The last 
thing they wanted was 
for followers to claim 
that Christ was God and 
had conquered death, 
which is why they posted 
guards outside the tomb. 
If there had been a body 
somewhere to find, they 
would have found it.

“This barely begins to 
scratch the surface of the 
evidence we have sur-
rounding the resurrection 
of Christ. While we can 
be confident in the resur-
rection because of the 
ample historical evidence 
there is to corroborate it, 
ultimately, our faith will 
always require trusting 
God and who He says He 
is.

“So, we pray you had a 
Happy Easter! Let’s con-
tinue celebrate with hope 
and confidence knowing 
that our Lord has paid our 
ransom in full so that we 
can have life to the fullest 
in Him.” 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• The Peachtree Baptist 
Church Conference will 
be held at noon Sunday, 
April 11, after morning 
worship.

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Jamie and Chad Horn-
er have returned from In-
diana. Chad was there to 
be with his family.  

• The Momeyer Ruri-
tan Club held its annual 
barbecue chicken plate 
sale on Friday. It was the 
first time the club held a 
drive-thru, takeout-only 
sale. Members would 
like to thank everyone 
who supported them in 
this event. It was a great 
success! 

• The men of Sandy 
Cross Methodist Church 
will hold their annual bar-
becue chicken plate sale at 
11 a.m. Friday, April 19, at 
the Coopers Ruritan Club. 
Meals are drive-thru only; 
the dining hall will be 
closed. Plates are $8 each 
and will be available on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis.

• Two Ruritan clubs will 
hold barbecue chicken 
plate sales — the Oak Lev-
el Ruritan Club on April 
23 and the Coopers Ruri-
tan Club on May 7. Each 
plate sale begins at 11 
a.m., with food available 
until sold out. No tickets 
will be sold in advance. 
Plates are $8 each and will 
be served to drive-thru 
customers with no on-site 
dining.

IN LOVING MEMORY

The entire Peachtree 
Baptist Church family 
expresses heartfelt, deep 
sympathy to the family 
and friends of:

• Dr. Jim Bradshaw, who 
passed away in Rome, 
Georgia, on March 31. 
Dr. Bradshaw was a close 
friend of the Rev. Gene 
and Marta Whitehouse of 
Peachtree Baptist Church. 
Gene and Jim served to-
gether at Central Baptist 
Church in Miami from 
1975-79.

• David O. Horner, 68, of 
Richmond, Indiana, who 
died March 27. He was 
the father of Chad Horner 
of the Peachtree commu-
nity.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-
bara Privette, Linwood 
May, Kathy Farmer and 
Rudy and Gail Brantley.

• Billy Bunn, Dorothy 
Nelson, Ginny Bedding-
field, Seth and Eric Hicks, 
Bonita Mildon, daughter 
of Ginny and Curtis Bed-
dingfield, Sarah Page, 
Randell Whitley and Don-
nie Patterson.

• Delcie Wakefield and 
Frances Hutchins are in 
skilled nursing care. Pas-
tor Bill Wakefield is recov-
ering at home.

• Ronnie Matthews, Au-
drey Farmer and Barbara 

Glover are home recover-
ing.

• Janie Joyner, Bill Nel-
son. Joyce Brinkley and 
Eula Gupton are undergo-
ing treatment.

• Norman Whitley is re-
covering from surgery.

• Joan Eason is awaiting 
surgery on April 12.

• Margaret Abbott is 
home recovering from 
surgery. 

• James Tharrington, 
Joyce Brinkley and Vicky 
Bunn are recovering.

• Tanya Pitts and Mann 
Drewrey need prayers.

• Shelton Williams 

needs prayers.
• Jon Anglemeyer, 

friend of Nikki Scott, 
needs our prayers. Jon, a 
father of two, needs a kid-
ney transplant.

• All organ donors need 
our prayers.

• Birthday blessings 
to Ronnie Matthews and 
James Shepherd (April 
3), Tanya Pitts (April 5), 
Alexia Macquin (April 
9), Dallas Hill (April 10), 
Jennifer Pittman (April 
16), Tommy Dalton (April 
17), Catherine Gupton 
and Lynn Griffin (April 
18), Arlene Wood (April 

20), Aubrey Farmer (April 
22), Beverly Wilson (April 
25) and Barbara Privette 
(April 29). 

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays the week before 
the events. I will need your 
news no later than 4 p.m. 
on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church. 

FRAN 
BUNN



Highway Patrol forms nonprofit foundation
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — The N.C. 
State Highway Patrol has 
announced the formation 
of its first ever nonprofit 
organization.

Titled the “North Caro-
lina State Highway Patrol 

Foundation,” the organiza-
tion has already obtained 
501(c)(3) status through 
the Internal Revenue 
Service, which means 
donations to the organiza-
tion can be claimed as tax 
write-offs.

Founded by board 

Chairwoman Melissa 
Sutherland, the Highway 
Patrol’s nonprofit founda-
tion is composed of busi-
ness leaders, community 
members and legal and 
financial professionals 
whose primary mission 
is to support the agency’s 
needs in the areas of train-
ing, equipment and other 
tools to strengthen its mis-
sion, said 1st Sgt. Chris 
Knox.

The foundation will pro-
vide immediate financial 
assistance to members 
and their families who are 
either critically injured 
or die while in the perfor-
mance of their duties, said 
Col. Glenn M. McNeill Jr., 
the Highway Patrol’s com-
mander. 

“Our resolve to carry 
out our honorable mis-
sion is unwavering and 
will remain steadfast as 
we address the needs of 
our members and their 
families,” McNeill said. 
“The bravery, courage and 
tireless work displayed 
by both past and present 
members truly merits the 
cause behind this great 
foundation.”

For more information, 
visit www.ncshpfounda-
tion.org.   
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
COUNTY OF WAKE

THE UNDERSIGNED , having 
qualified on the  12 th day of March, 
2021, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF RUTH F. HAFLEY , Deceased, 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or before the 
6 th day of July, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their re-
covery. All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

This, the 7 th day of April, 2021.

GAIL HALFEY
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF RUTH F. HALFEY
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham , North Carolina 27717

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

NOTE: For publication in The 
Wake Weekly on the following 
dates: April 7, 2021, April 14, 
2021, April 21, 2021, and April 28, 
2021. Please send the Statement 
and Proof of Publication to Post 
Office Box 51549, Durham, North 
Carolina 27717-1549.
The Enterprise
April 7, 2021

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE 
NASH COUNTY BOARD OF 

EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW

PURPOSE OF MEETING

Pursuant to N.C. G.S. 105-322 the 
Nash County Board of Equalization 
and Review will meet to hear upon 
request any and all taxpayers who 
own or control taxable property as-
sessed for taxation in Nash County 
with respect to valuation of such 
property.

TIME AND LOCATION OF MEET-
ING

Monday, May 3, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. 
and Monday June 7, 2021 at 11:00 
a.m. All meetings will be held in the 
Commissioner’s Room located in the 
Nash County Office Building, 120 W. 
Washington St. Nashville, N.C. The 
Board will adjourn for the purpose of 
accepting appeals, June 7, 2021. In 
the event of earlier or later adjourn-
ment, notice to that effect will be 
published in this newspaper.

All requests for hearing should be 
made to:

Nash County Tax Administrator
120 W. Washington St. Suite 2058
Nashville , North Carolina 27856

Telephone: (252) 462-2676
The Enterprise
April 7, 2021

CLASSIFIEDS

You had me at potato: Spuds in the victory garden
Don’t forget: 

the Spring 
Hope Garden 
Club is coming. 
Join us at 6:30 
p.m. Wednes-
day, April 14, 
at Michael’s 
Showside Grill. 
Be part of the 

fun — because gardeners have 
got the dirt!

Speaking of dirt, potatoes 
have gotten a bad rap in my 
opinion. What other food can 
you make as a side dish, a main 
dish, dessert, remove rust, 
remove berry stains, soothe 
burns, use in crafts, grow more 
potatoes and use to make 
vodka? 

I’ve been re-introducing my-
self to the wonders of potatoes 
after doing some research about 
their nutrition. Potatoes are 
not the bad cousin to the sweet 
potato. Potatoes are high in 
potassium, fiber and vitamin C, 
and the average white potato 
(regular size, not the Texas su-
per-sized) has only 147 calories. 
Where they get off course in the 
calorie department is when they 
are fried or loaded with a lot of 
cheese, sour cream and butter. 
Of course, butter makes every-
thing better! 

Even if you don’t have garden 
space, you can grow potatoes 
in containers in a sunny loca-
tion. Amazon has all kinds of 
potato-growing containers you 
can purchase. I like being thrifty 
and using things I already have. 
A burlap bag, a plastic storage 
bin or cardboard box will work. 
I use an old 55-gallon trash bin 
that I put drainage holes in at 

the bottom. A bonus is that it 
has wheels and it’s easy to move 
even after it gets full.

Besides potatoes being stuffed 
full of good nutrients, they are 
also fun, fast and easy to grow 
— my favorite kind of crop! It’s 
only about 90 days from plant-

ing to harvest. I’m starting mine 
after Easter because I hope we 
won’t have any more frosts. I do 
have room in my storage shed 
that I can put them in if we have 
a few more nights that freeze.

This year, I found my potato 
seeds at Lowe’s. Our farmers 

market is opening this weekend, 
so I’m going to look for some 
other varieties. My favorites 
are fingerlings and Yukon gold. 
The fingerlings are a quick side 
dish. Do not peel, just boil until 
tender (15-20 minutes), chop 
them into bite-sized pieces and 
add salt, pepper, rosemary and 
butter or olive oil — it’s a big, 
hearty yum!

I like to roast the Yukon 
gold potatoes and make them 
into mashed potatoes. Again, 
no need to peel off the out-
side — leave the goodness on 
and enjoy! To roast, chop into 
bite-sized pieces, drizzle with 
olive oil, salt and pepper (add 
rosemary, thyme or basil if you 
want) and roast for 20 minutes 
at 450 degrees. They crisp up 
like french fries, but there’s no 
guilt or trans fats. 

My daughter and I grew these 
last year and were shocked at 
how many we had in just a small 
space. When I grow potatoes in 
my containers, I often have to 
add more dirt and mulch twice 
a week! I think this is almost as 
fun as harvesting — watching 
them grow up so fast is amaz-
ing, plus, your potatoes will 
bud all along the area you bury, 
which means more to eat or 
share!

To grow potatoes: Decide on 
your container or if you are just 
planting in the ground. Put a 
layer of good composted soil 
(you can use premade soil, but 
it gets expensive. Put in your 
potato seeds (the eyes that are 
sprouting — you can separately 
plant each spout, cut them apart 
and bury. Cover with more dirt 
— at least 3 to 4 inches. Water 

thoroughly, but don’t waterlog 
them. The soil should feel like a 
wet washcloth, like you’d wash 
your face with. Wait a few days 
and they will be emerging from 
the soil. 

Bury them again with dirt, 
straw, compost or leaves. Keep 
burying them until your con-
tainer is full with dirt and straw/
leaves to the top. If you are 
planting in the ground, keep 
“hilling” up the dirt. Harvest 
them 90 days later. 

Besides checking to see if you 
need to add dirt, you will need 
to keep the soil watered all the 
way to the bottom. For my con-
traption, I turned on the water 
hose and let it run until water 
was leaking from my drainage 
holes in the bottom.

To harvest, we took a tarp 
and dumped out the trash bin 
and dug through the dirt and 
compost like hunting for Eas-
ter eggs! Some of them were 
oddly shaped, but they were 
really delicious. I was able to 
reuse the harvested dirt and 
put it back into my compost 
pile.

I made this cake for my fam-
ily for Easter (yes, the mashed 
potatoes had the peels on). I 
have read that a cake made 
with mashed potatoes will stay 
moist for several days. Since 
it was gone the same day, I 
haven’t been able to test out this 
mashed potato cake recipe from 
1929. 

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring Hope 
resident who blogs at Victo-
ryGardenGal.com. Email her at 
VictoryGardenGal@gmail.com.

Mashed Potato Cake 
INGREDIENTS

1 1/2 cups sugar

1/4 cups butter

1/2 cup milk

1 teaspoon vanilla

2 egg yolk beaten

2 egg whites beaten 

(separately)

3 squares melted 
unsweetened 
chocolate

1 cup warmed 
mashed potatoes 
(can use leftovers- 

even with peels on)

1/4 teaspoon salt

2 1/2 cups flour

4 teaspoons baking 
powder

DIRECTIONS

Cream 1 1/2 cups sugar with 1/4 cup butter; add 1/2 cup milk, 1 tea-
spoon vanilla and 2 beaten egg yolks. Beat for 2 minutes.

Add 3 squares melted unsweetened chocolate, 1 cup warmed 
mashed potato, 1/4 teaspoon salt, 2 1/4 cups flour and 4 teaspoons 
baking powder. Beat 3 minutes. Fold in 2 egg whites, beaten stiff.

Bake in layers in a moderate oven — about 325-350 degrees Fahr-
enheit — for 25 minutes. Cool for 30 minutes. Put together with 
butter frosting between the layers and on top.

Butter Frosting
INGREDIENTS

1 box powdered 
sugar

1 stick of butter

1 teaspoon vanilla

Splash of milk

DIRECTIONS

Cream together powdered sugar, butter and vanilla. Add 1/4 cup of 
milk in slowly until frosting is the consistency you desire. To make 
it thicker, add more powdered sugar; to make it thinner, add more 
milk.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Police arrest 2nd suspect in Zebulon shooting that killed dog  
The Wake Weekly

ZEBULON — A second 
person has been arrested 
in connection with a 
shooting in Zebulon that 
left one person injured 
and a dog dead, according 
to the Zebulon Police De-

partment. 
Jamison 

Fauver 
Crudup, 22, 
was arrested 
March 29 at 
the Fairfield 
Inn on Capital 
Boulevard in 

Raleigh, ac-
cording to Ze-
bulon Police 
Chief Jacqui 
Boykin. The 
Wake County 
Sheriff’s Of-
fice helped in 
the arrest. 

The arrest was in con-
nection to a shooting 
in the 400 block of East 
North Street, Zebulon. 
One person, Mortess 
Johnson, suffered injuries 
that were not life-threat-
ening, and was treated 
and released from a hospi-
tal, according to Boykin. A 
family dog that was inside 
the home was also shot 

and killed, she said.
Wendell police arrested 

23-year-old Tymane Dev-
on Adams of Malcolm Val-
ley Place, Cary, on March 
28. A second suspect, later 
identified as Crudup, fled 
the scene headed toward 
Wendell, officials said the 
following day. 

Crudup, of Money 
Court, Knightdale, was 

charged with two counts 
of felony acting as an 
accessory after the fact, 
felony conspiracy, felony 
fleeing to elude arrest with 
a motor vehicle, resisting 
a public officer and reck-
less driving to endanger.

He was placed in the 
Wake County Detention 
Center under a $120,000 
bond. 
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