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UNIDENTIFIED

Few clues found in skeleton case
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

A migrant worker pruning trees at a 
commercial nursery in rural Franklin 
County on a hot fall afternoon 15 years 
ago went into the woods to relieve him-
self and stumbled over a skeleton. 

Work crew members called their em-
ployer and soon authorities arrived to 
investigate, but few details have emerged 
in the years since the skeleton’s discov-
ery off Mutt Winstead Road between 
Bunn and Louisburg in the Raynour 
community.

The skeleton belongs to a 40- to 
50-year-old man descended from an 
indigenous tribe from Central or South 
America, according to an autopsy report 
signed by Dr. Maryanne Gaffney-Kraft.

Leg bones were still in a pair of size 30 
tan Wrangler jeans, with the rest of the 

remains scattered by animals across a 
20-square-foot area. Investigators gath-
ered the bones into 11 paper bags and 
delivered them in a box to pathologists 
at the Office of the N.C. Chief Medical 
Examiner in Raleigh.

Washed ashore, unearthed in shallow 
graves, stumbled upon in the woods, 
discovered in abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads or located in rivers, ponds 
and along railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain unidentified in North 
Carolina. This is one of their stories.

There’s no evidence of injury, ac-
cording to the autopsy; however, many 
causes of death such as strangulation are 
difficult to determine in skeleton cases. 
Bullets and blades that don’t cut bone 
leave little trace as well. Often, a body’s 
location in a secluded area points to a 
violent end. 

“It’s apparent that the body was 

dumped,” then-Sheriff Jerry Jones told 
The Franklin Times in September 2005.

Plant growth around the skeleton indi-
cates the remains had been at the dump 
site between six months to a year prior to 
discovery, according to the autopsy.

Possible clues include items found in 
a wallet in the decedent’s jeans pocket: 
a Bud Light bottle cap, a print advertise-
ment for MasterCard and a 2005 card 
calendar from Mi Casa Mexican Store in 
Knightdale.

In life, the skeleton’s owner had straight 
black hair and stood 5 feet, 4 inches tall 

Workers found a still-unidentified skeleton 
in 2005 near this entrance to a tree nursery 
on Mutt Winstead Road between Bunn and 
Louisburg in rural Franklin County’s Raynour 
community. Troy Kay | Special to The Enterprise

BUSINESS BOOM

Restaurant revival at Country Inn
Shuttered eatery to 
reopen as Treasure 
Southern Grill 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE  — From her mama’s 
kitchen to taking over a town culinary land-
mark, Elicia Pope is ready to make a splash.

Moving into the old Country Inn on U.S. 
64 Alternate, Pope is refurbishing the build-
ing and turning it into Treasure Southern 
Grill.

“We have a lot to get done, but I hope to 
open in 45 days,” Pope said. “We just got the 
lights turned on. We are going hard to meet 
the goal.”

Pope and family members worked all last 
week to improve the aging eatery. 

Running her own restaurant has been a 
dream of Pope’s for a long time and she’s 
making it happen, said her boyfriend Neil 
Lamore, who applied a new coat of paint to 
the dining area walls. 

“This is her passion,” Lamore said. 
Pope said she learned to cook from her 

mother, grandmother and aunts and uncles. 
She started a business in her mother’s 
kitchen, making and selling plates of food 
to neighbors. She’s from a farming family 
just outside Spring Hope.

“I graduated from Southern Nash,” Pope 
said. “My whole family went to Southern 
Nash.”

Pope has been selling her plates of soul 
food since 2019. She said she’s ready to 
have her own kitchen.

The grill will offer ribs, chicken, pork, 
shrimp and fresh vegetables like collard 
greens and cabbage.

“I specialize in loaded baked potatoes,” 
Elicia Pope plans to open her Treasure Southern Grill soul food restaurant in the former Country 
Inn on U.S. 64 Alternate in Spring Hope. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

See SKELETON, Page 2A

See GRILL, Page 2A

County OKs 
$100M solar 
farm project 
By Ken Ripley
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
commissioners last week ap-
proved a massive, 80-megawatt 
solar farm east of Castalia that 
will be the county’s first solar 
farm to include battery energy 
storage. 

The applicant, Gideon Solar 
LLC, is working with Birdseye 
Renewable Energy LLC on a 
$100 million project to build 
the new farm on two tracts 
totaling 420.65 acres on the 
northwest side of Taylors Gin 
Road. 

After a lengthy presentation, 
the board voted unanimously 
during the May 3 regular 
monthly meeting to approve a 
conditional use permit. 

The undeveloped property 
is immediately adjacent to an 
existing Duke Energy Progress 
electrical substation and di-
rectly across the road from the 
existing Tate Solar Farm and 
the undeveloped Merriweather 
Place subdivision. 

Besides requesting a condi-
tional use permit, the applicant 
asked for the permit’s vested 
right to be five years instead of 
the usual two years, citing the 
project’s size and complexity. 

The proposed facility will 
be accessed from Taylors Gin 
Road and will include fenced 
areas containing rows of 
ground-mounted solar panel 
arrays, inverters and the usual 
access easement and required 
landscape buffers.

See PROJECT, Page 2A

Wing cook-off, street party planned
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

BAILEY  — Hot wings and jam-
min’ beach music will welcome 
summer to southern Nash Coun-
ty on Saturday.

The Bailey Chamber of Com-
merce is pulling out all the stops 
to make the upcoming street 
party the town’s signature an-
nual event.

“The interest has been great,” 
said volunteer event coordinator 
Tammy Bissette. 

Scheduled from 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. on a blocked-off Main 
Street, the festival boasts a 
wings cook-off, a big band, food 
trucks and various activities.

Krueger’s Candies, Oink & 
Moo, Pelican’s Snoballs and 3 
Stars Kettle Corn will serve up 
eats and treats.

“We’re excited about it,” Bis-

sette said. “We will get bigger 
and better every year.”

The popular East Coast 
Rhythm and Blues Band will 
play stylized beach music from 
5-9 p.m. The band came togeth-
er in 2009 in Spring Hope and 
has been playing festival venues 
ever since.

A dozen teams signed up for 
the wing-cooking contest. En-

Krueger’s Candies is one of several food trucks scheduled for 
Saturday’s downtown street party in Bailey. Contributed photo See COOK-OFF, Page 4A
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Neil Lamore paints 
the entrance to 
the old County 
Inn — soon 
to be the new 
Treasure Southern 
Grill — on U.S. 
64 Alternate 
in Spring Hope. 
Lindell J. Kay | 

Enterprise

Pope said. “We will have 
farm-fresh food. We will 
serve soul food.”

Lamore said the grill will 
be the place to be once it 
opens.

“We will welcome every-
one who walks through 
the door,” Lamore said. 
“We want people to enjoy 
themselves and come 
back again.”

Pope plans to open the 
back room for dining. 
The room, once the meet-
ing place for several civic 
organizations, has been 
closed for several years.

The Country Inn opened 
in 1948 as a popular stop 
along U.S. 64, which ran 

through town before the 
bypass redirected traffic 
around Spring Hope. The 
restaurant served as town 
residents’ essential meeting 
place for generations, Enter-
prise editor and publisher 
emeritus Ken Ripley detailed 
in his column last week. 

Lamenting the Coun-
try Inn’s closure, Ripley 
recounted the establish-
ment’s history and his per-
sonal memories .

“I hope someone will 
somehow — and soon — 
revive our historic land-
mark and reopen for busi-
ness,” Ripley wrote. 

Before the ink dried 
on last week’s edition of 
The Enterprise, Pope had 
made her move.  

continued from page 1A

Grill: ‘Historic landmark’

with an unknown weight 
and eye color.

A dental examination 
shows tooth No. 20 is a 
root only with the crown 
missing. 

“The teeth show ex-
tensive wearing of the 
enamel, which is consis-
tent with a diet high in 
poorly or unwashed fresh 
vegetables and grains with 
little to no processed food, 
which you would find in a 
less developed country,” 
Gaffney-Kraft noted in the 
autopsy report.

Fingerprints are not 
available because the 
hands weren’t recovered. 
DNA samples have been 
submitted, but the tests 
aren’t complete, according 
to information from the 
Doe Network, a volunteer-

run international clearing-
house for unidentified and 
missing persons.

The skeleton is listed 
in the National Missing 
and Unidentified Persons 
System under the number 
6660. Anyone with infor-
mation about the skeleton 
can call the N.C. Office 
of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer at 800-672-7042 
or Team Cold Case at 
252-406-6736. A monetary 
reward is available. 

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series examin-
ing the more than 120 cas-
es of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope 
and other Restoration 
NewsMedia newspapers.

continued from page 1A

Skeleton: Unknown

It will also include a new 
electrical substation built 
by Duke Energy adjacent 
to an existing electrical 
transmission line that 
crosses the property. Most 
significantly, it will include 
battery energy storage 

systems that will allow the 
facility to store some of 
the energy generated dur-
ing daylight hours in order 
to stabilize the flow of 
energy into the surround-
ing power grid as needed, 
said county planner Adam 
Tyson.

Brooks Kemp of Birds-

eye, project developer for 
the Gideon solar project, 
said, “The reason we in-
clude batteries is it gives 
us a little more flexibility 
in how we can deliver 
energy to the grid. It pro-
vides a little more benefi-
cial use to the grid and the 
customers, and we get a 

little bit more revenue out 
of it as well.”

The batteries’ size and 
configuration hadn’t yet 
been determined, he said, 
but the permit requires 
that they be located at 
least 300 feet away from 
the project’s exterior 
boundaries.

Kemp said the final 
engineering and design 
will take 18 months to two 
years to complete, and 
the company plans to fin-
ish construction around 
the same time as Duke 
Energy.

Commissioners noted 
the project’s massive 
scope and the company’s 
estimate that it would pro-
vide the county $140,000 
in tax revenue the first 
year and a net $1.1 million 
over the facility’s life.

“It is on the large size,” 
Kemp said. “We’re really 
seeing now that projects 
are moving to that scale 
simply because it’s more 
cost-effective.”

“We’re putting a lot on 
this site, but as far as we 
can see, it can handle that 
capacity,” he added. “Over 
the years, modules them-
selves have become more 
efficient. They’re higher 
powered.”

Birdeye flew in Judy 
McElroy of Austin, Texas, 
a design consultant for 
battery storage systems, 
to explain the lithium-ion 
battery system and its 
various safety features to 
commissioners.

“Although this is new to 
you, it is not new to North 
Carolina,” McElroy told 
the board. She said there 
are two battery storage 
systems installed in North 
Carolina, including an 8.8 
megawatt-hour storage 
system in Asheville.

She said systems total-
ing 6,700 megawatt hours 
of storage have been built 
in the U.S. already.

“Storage is growing at 
an exponential rate,” she 
said. “We’re starting to see 
more and more installa-
tions are coming in stan-
dard with battery storage 
systems.”

Acknowledging that 
aging or improperly 
monitored battery systems 
could catch fire, McElroy 
described in detail how 
the industry had devel-
oped stronger systems to 
detect, avoid and mitigate 
problems.

She said that out of the 
6,700 megawatt hours 
in the U.S., only three 
megawatt hours — two 
incidents in Arizona 
involving the same com-
pany, one in 2012 and 
another in 2019 — had 
caught fire, both avoid-
able, and only a few small 
fires have occurred in 
the rest of the world out 
of 22 gigawatt hours of 
projects.

“There’s been a lot of 
advances in the types of 
detection and suppression 
equipment,” she said, an-
swering commissioners’ 
questions. 

“These events are few 
and far between,” she 
said. “We’re doing ev-
erything we can as an 
industry to mitigate these 
unforeseen events that 
may happen.” 

Project: ‘We’re really seeing now that projects are moving to that scale’
continued from page 1A
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Infrastructure bill 
a boon for Nash

It’s tempting to dismiss national politics in 
Washington, or for that matter, state politics in Ra-
leigh, as far-away drama “full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing,” as Shakespeare might say. 
And much of it is little more than either fascinat-
ing or annoying noise, but little else.

One of the immediate benefits of Joe Biden’s presi-
dency, as he promised and most Americans hoped, is 
that the incessant and highly negative drama in the 
White House created by his predecessor has disap-

peared — no more crazy press conferences, tweet storms, social me-
dia posts and minute-by-minute reports in the mainstream media of 
corruption and wrongdoing by the president and his minions.

Political fights continue between and within both parties, es-
pecially within the Republican Party, which is in the process of 
moving from reality to settling into an ugly alternative universe 
hosted by conservative media. But the Democrats now in power 
are focusing their attention on, and arguing behind the scenes 
over, what they think the country needs to recover from the pan-
demic and improve going forward.

The ideas are flying back and forth, not necessarily right or 
wrong, but they’re generally drama-free, and the resulting duller 
news stories are, for many of us, sheer bliss. 

But that doesn’t mean we in Nash County can ignore them. 
While Americans absorb the financial benefits of the successful 
American Rescue Plan and wait impatiently for the gradual end 
to the coronavirus pandemic as vaccination rates mount, Biden 
has already introduced his $2 trillion infrastructure plan, which 
addresses critical needs in America too long left neglected.

In years past, Congress loved infrastructure bills because they 
sent money back to their states for physical improvements every-
one recognizes are needed — expansion or repairs to roads, bridg-
es, trains, airports and ports. But partisan politics and economic 
conditions have blocked any serious dealing with infrastructure for 
decades, allowing use and neglect to create billions of dollars in un-
met needs at the expense of U.S. productivity and public safety.

In his speeches and written proposals, Biden acknowledges this, 
but adds that starting to deal with the backlog of infrastructure needs 
also gives an immediate and powerful kick-start to our pandemic-
hurt economy. All the transportation and building repairs will create 
millions of jobs for those who inevitably will have to do the work. 
With 8 million Americans still out of work, more jobs are critical.

But the Biden plan does more, because it includes upgrading 
the nation’s ancient and increasingly unreliable electrical grid, 
expanding broadband internet to all areas of the country and up-
grading the nation’s water and sewer systems. 

And just as importantly, his visionary plan also expands the 
nation’s understanding of “infrastructure” from just physical proj-
ects to essential social and economic systems within a modern 
society that makes it possible for Americans to live and work.

His plan seeks to expand accessible educational opportunities, for 
example, by providing free community college to those who want it. He 
wants to shore up the nation’s early childhood education and day care 
support. And he wants to help our rapidly growing number of senior 
citizens who will need long-term care. These proposals will not only 
create jobs, they will improve Americans’ lives and prosperity as well.

Republicans want to limit infrastructure spending to the “tradition-
al” items and have proposed a much smaller bill. And there may be 
political merit in breaking down Biden’s plan into smaller parts and 
multiple bills that might gain faster bipartisan support and action.

But my concern is that we don’t let our politicians just dismiss 
Biden’s proposals for extra help. Democrats have put correct fin-
gers on what average Americans throughout the country, includ-
ing here in Nash County, very much heed.

Federal money, passed through the state via grants, has helped 
build Spring Hope’s town park twice, help poor property owners 
fix up their houses and made it possible for the town to build and 
upgrade its sewer system and wastewater treatment plant. Our 
property taxes would have gone through the roof if we had to 
bear the costs on our own.

Nash County parents with children, especially when both par-
ents have to work, also need increased access to affordable and 
quality day care. Families don’t have enough good local child care 
options now. And right now, only about 8 million Americans have 
any long-term care insurance — for most people, it’s either unaf-
fordable or unavailable because of pre-existing health conditions. 
Yet more than half of all elderly Americans, experts warn, will 
need expensive long-term care sometime before they die. I very 
much care about that particular possibility.

These aren’t “socialism” or “progressive” liberal wish lists. They 
are genuine, real-life needs for normal, average people that aren’t 
being met. Biden’s proposals to meet them very much would ben-
efit our county, and it would be stupid to ignore or defeat his plan 
based on partisan politics or simplistic, emotional and irrational 
slogans broadcast on Fox News.

Biden’s infrastructure plan matters greatly to us at home. De-
bate it thoroughly, including the costs, but don’t let the politicians 
stall. And don’t let bad and shallow politics crush good ideas and 
programs worth considering.

Rescuing, saving the little ones 
Our gray cat 

Caroline is out 
hunting again. 
Instead of crit-
ters like snakes, 
though, now 
she is bringing 
in baby birds, 
some so small 
they have not 

even developed eyes. I assume 
they fell out of their nests. 

I feel sad when she brings 
in these little ones. So far, we 
have been able to save two of 
them. A lady who works at a 
local dental office specializes 
in tending to baby birds, and 
we got them to her. I am sad, 
though, that we haven’t been 
able to save all of them.

When I think about these 
birds, I am reminded of the 
verse from the Gospel of Mat-

thew: “Are not two little spar-
rows sold for a copper coin? 
And yet not one of these falls 
to the ground apart from your 
Father’s will” (10:29).

The next verses state: “But 
even the very hairs of your 
head are numbered…So, do 
not fear; you are more valu-
able than many sparrows” 
(10:30-31). 

God also wants us all to be 
saved, to be rescued and come 
to Him.

The Bible tells many stories 
about how God wants to res-
cue us. For example, Jesus 
compares us to lost sheep in 
the following parable: “What 
man among you, if he has one 
hundred sheep and loses one 
of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one who is 

lost, searching until he finds 
it? And when he has found 
it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. And when he gets 
home, he calls together his 
friends and neighbors, say-
ing to them, ‘Rejoice with 
me, because I have found my 
lost sheep.’” I tell you, in the 
same way there will be joy in 
heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over the ninety-
nine righteous people” (Luke 
15:3-7).

If we are lost little birds, 
then let’s look up to the source 
of our salvation. If we are 
already saved, then let’s look 
for little baby birds who have 
fallen and need help, and res-
cue them.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.  

Critical theory is dangerous nonsense 
According to 

the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, 
Americans 
of Filipino 
descent had a 
median house-
hold income 
of just over 
$100,000 in 

2019. The median household 
income of white Americans 
that year was about $66,000.

Based on these two facts, 
should we conclude that our 
society is pervasively biased in 
favor of Filipino immigrants, 
or of Americans whose ances-
tors once immigrated from the 
Philippines? 

Should we draw the same 
conclusion about Ameri-
cans with ancestral ties to 
India (their median house-
hold income is $136,000), 
China ($85,000) or Nigeria 
($69,000)?

No, we shouldn’t. That 
would be an exercise in bad 
math and faulty logic. Differ-
ences in household incomes 
or other measures among 
ethnic groups have many po-
tential explanations. Cultures, 
traditions and family struc-
tures vary. Educational levels 
and labor force participation 
rates vary. Settlement patterns 
vary. Preferences vary.

If you’re with me so far, then 
you likely don’t agree with 
a key tenet of critical race 
theory. Pieced together in the 
1980s and ‘90s out of dispa-
rate strands of Marxist and 
postmodernist thought, criti-
cal race theory seeks to ex-
plain gaps in income, wealth, 
education attainment and 
other measures as primarily 
the product of discriminatory 
social structures rather than 
individual choices.

Its parent idea, critical theo-
ry, was concocted by Marxist 
intellectuals of the mid-20th 
century in the aftermath of 

disillusionment with revolu-
tionary socialism as actually 
practiced behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Some scholars and activ-
ists began applying their new 
ideas to the judicial system, 
yielding critical legal studies. 
Others concluded that prior 
Marxist analysis had focused 
too much on class at the ex-
pense of other structures of 
oppression, devising critical 
race theory (and even more 
narrow and esoteric applica-
tions) not only as an approach 
to radical scholarship but also 
as a guide to radical political 
action.

What does all this have to 
do with the public policy con-
versation in North Carolina? 
Plenty — unfortunately.

Do you believe in diversity, 
equity and inclusion? So do 
I, at least when the terms are 
properly defined. Surrounding 
yourself with people of differ-
ing views and backgrounds 
is often good for you. It can 
make organizations and teams 
stronger. 

I also think people ought 
to be treated fairly, that they 
shouldn’t be discriminated 
against based on race, ethnic-
ity or other characteristics 
that have nothing to do with 
performing a job well. And I 
think it’s best to include, not 
exclude. Don’t you agree?

These beliefs are, alas, not 
what the current Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion movement 
is all about. 

Much of it is just critical 
race theory rigorously and 
sometimes ruthlessly applied 
to workplaces, government, 
philanthropy and the social 
sector. It assumes statistical 
disparities must be the prod-
uct of discriminatory practices 
and attitudes deeply embed-
ded in our social structures. 
Therefore, it embraces the use 
of discriminatory practices 

and attitudes as the only prop-
er response.

Let me explain that latter 
point more clearly. If dispari-
ties of outcomes are a suffi-
cient proof of systemic racism 
and other forms of structural 
oppression, then the only way 
to know if the oppression has 
been dismantled would be for 
those disparities to go away. 
The logical goal must be an 
equality of results, not just an 
equality of opportunity. 

If that requires ongoing 
discrimination against “privi-
leged” groups — racial and 
ethnic preferences in hiring, 
contracting and higher educa-
tion, for example — so be it.

It’s all utter nonsense. It’s 
based on simplistic and easily 
discredited analysis, and em-
ploys crude tools such as “im-
plicit bias” tests that are both 
methodologically unsound 
and highly destructive of real 
human relationships.

Still, I’d pay little attention 
to critical race theorists if 
they confined their nonsense 
to scarcely read journals and 
sparsely attended classes. In 
a free society, we all have an 
equal right to be very, very 
wrong.

But critical race theory has 
now spread far beyond the 
cloister. Its advocates seek to 
transform corporate gover-
nance, our justice system and 
the curriculum of our public 
schools. Its assumptions are 
incompatible with freedom, 
liberal education and equality 
under the law. 

Those assumptions must 
be fully revealed, clearly un-
derstood and relentlessly op-
posed.

John Hood is a Carolina Jour-
nal columnist and author of 
the forthcoming novel “Moun-
tain Folk,” a historical fantasy 
set during the American revo-
lution. 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your 

own insight. (Proverbs 3:5)

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to truly listen and respond to your call 

for our lives. Help us always to trust you. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

Tell us what’s on your mind
The Enterprise welcomes opinions from readers on topics of public interest. Letters 

that promote a commercial product, contain either libelous material, personal at-

tacks on individuals or vulgar language, and those addressed to a third party, will 

not be published. Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual 

claims are ineligible for publication. Letters should be no more than 350 words, 

must be signed and should include the writer’s address. A telephone number, which 

will not be published, should be included for verification purposes. Letters selected 

for publication may be edited and all letters become property of The Enterprise.

The Enterprise 123 W. Main St., Spring Hope, N.C. 27882

Phone 252-478-3651 

e-mail news.enterprise@wilsontimes.com

DONNA 
CROWE

JOHN 
HOOD



Nancy Ann Stallings
Aug. 9, 1950 — April 30, 2021

MIDDLESEX — Nancy Ann Stallings, 70, died 
Friday, April 30, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Joyner’s Funeral Home and Crematory, Wilson. 

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at no 
charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid ba-
sis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. Friday. Contact 
Lori Parrish at 252-265-7850 with questions.  

OBITUARIES
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Mall to host 
pop-up shop

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Sunkissed Valley Bou-
tique will host a Small 
Business Pop-Up Shop at 
the Golden East Crossing 
Mall on Saturday, May 
15.

Sunkissed Valley is an 
e-commerce business 
owned by Rocky Mount 
native Courtney Williams, 
who said the pop-up 
shops are a way for small 
business owners and lo-
cal buyers a chance to 
connect and support each 
other. Companies seeking 
to hire workers will also 

be on hand.
“The Small Business 

Pop-Up enables shoppers 
to make a big impact in 
their community by sup-
porting a local small busi-
ness,” Williams said in a 
news release.

Sunkissed Valley is ac-
cepting vendor applica-
tions for its monthly pop-
up shops. To apply, email 
Williams at sunkissedval-
ley@outlook.com.

Meal program 
seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Senior Services is 
seeking volunteers for the 

agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring 
Hope, Bailey and the West 
Mount area.

The program delivers 
a hot, nutritious lunch-
time meal for seniors on 
10 routes within Nash 
County. Due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and 
underlying medical con-
ditions, several volun-
teers have been unable to 
participate. Organizers 
are seeking adults with-
out chronic health condi-
tions and COVID-19 risk 
factors who are available 
from 9:30-11 a.m. at 
least one weekday each 
week to deliver meals. 

Depending on the route, 
meal deliveries take 
roughly half an hour to 
an hour.

Prospective volunteers 
or people with questions 
can call Senior Services 
Coordinator Wendy Perry 
at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
listings are published as a 
public service of The En-
terprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday 
for each Wednesday’s 
edition. Email listings to 
cfriedman@wilsontimes.
com with “Community 
Calendar” in the subject 
line.  

trants are traveling from 
Goldsboro, Kinston, Wen-
dell, Zebulon and else-
where to take part.

Prizes will be awarded 
for first, second and third 
place and people’s choice. 
Cook time is set from 8-11 
a.m. A public tasting will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

A $5 wristband will al-
low attendees to sample 
wings from all the entries 
and vote on their favorite 
for the people’s choice 
award.

The daylong affair was 
cooked up by Chamber 
President Nick Green, 
who combined the two 
ideas of a cook-off and 
evening music into a fes-
tival.

All that’s missing is a cool 
name for next year and the 
years to come, Bissette said, 
noting that “Bailey Street 
Party” is a placeholder for 
the inaugural event.

“We will have a sugges-
tion jar at the festival for 
folks to write down and 

turn in ideas and name 
suggestions,” Bissette 
said. “We’d love to hear 
from people. We were 
worried about the weather 
and whether we could find 
enough chicken wings, 
but everything’s coming 
together.”  

Cook-off: ‘We’d love to hear from people’
continued from page 1A

Want to go?
The Bailey Street Party is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Saturday on Main Street in downtown Bailey. Admission is 

free; a wristband to sample all chicken wing cook-off entries 

is available for $5.

• 8 a.m. — Contest cooking begins.

• 11 a.m. — Sampling begins.

• 1 p.m. — Contest judging.

• 3 p.m. — Food truck and vendor fair.

• 5 p.m. — East Coast Rhythm and Blues Band concert.

• 9 p.m. — Festival ends. 

Food trucks rolling 
into Spring Hope
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Fol-
lowing in Bailey’s foot-
steps, Spring Hope will 
soon host a different food 
truck each evening.

With the town Board 
of Commissioners’ 
unanimous approval, the 
Spring Hope Chamber of 
Commerce is preparing 
a schedule for a variety 
of food trucks to set up 
shop on a rotating ba-
sis in the town’s Depot 
Park.

As soon as commis-
sioners gave his plan the 
thumbs-up during the May 

3 town meeting, chamber 
President Ethan Vester 
made a call for culinary 
artists far and wide to 
come to Spring Hope and 
provide daily delights.

“Sounds good, Mr. 
Vester,” Mayor Buddy 
Gwaltney said upon 
the board’s approval of 
Vester’s request.

A food truck at De-
pot Park in the center 
of Spring Hope should 
provide foot traffic to 
surrounding businesses, 
Vester said.

Bailey approved food 
trucks at the old PNC 
building last summer and 
has enjoyed big business 
since. Vester, a Bailey 

resident and frequent 
food truck patron, said 
the concept inspired him 
to come up with Dining at 
the Depot.

Like in Bailey, Vester 
plans to set up a board 
that lets interested people 
know which food truck 
will be in town on which 
day. Bailey also uses 
social media to let folks 
know when their favorite 
vendors will be coming 
around.

The chamber will pro-
vide food trucks with 
power and water. Food 
truck operators interested 
in signing up can email 
info@springhopechamber.
com.  

Man charged in hit-and-run death
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — Authorities 
have made an arrest in a fatal hit-
and-run crash from last month.

Bruno Former, 53, of Whitakers, 
faces a charge of felony hit and 
run causing serious injury or death 
in an April 11 crash that claimed 

27-year-old Matthew Pender’s life. 
A car struck and 

killed Pender while he 
walked along U.S. 301 
in the city.

Police on May 4 an-
nounced that forensic 
evidence collected at the 
scene indicated a Smart 
Fortwo compact car was 

involved in the crash. Authorities 

took Former into custody May 5.
“A thorough investigation led of-

ficers to Former’s residence, where 
officers located  the suspect vehicle, 
a Smart Fortwo, in the  rear of the 
residence,” said Cpl. Ricky Jackson, 
public information officer for the 
Rocky Mount Police Department.

Former was taken before a Nash 
County magistrate and released on 
a $25,000 unsecured bond.  

Former

Puppy Puddles
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SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Firebirds complete sweep of Demons 
From staff reports

The statistics, outside of the fi-
nal score, don’t necessarily add 
up to a victory for the Southern 
Nash High varsity baseball team 
Thursday night.

The Firebirds mustered just 
two hits, made four errors and 
struck out 12 times against Fike 
pitching.

But when the final out was 
recorded, Southern Nash had 
pushed across two sixth-inning 
runs that proved to be the differ-
ence in a 5-3 victory.

In winning their third straight 
game to reach 3-1 overall and 
2-0 within the 3-A Big East Con-
ference, the Firebirds got a one-
hit pitching performance from 
Luke Coble in relief. He struck 
out three and walked two, hold-
ing the Demons (1-3, 0-2 Big 
East) without a run in the span.

Juniors Zyshone Pearce and 
A.J. High had one hit each for 

Southern Nash. 

Firebirds sweep 
relays in tri-meet

Host Southern Nash swept the 
four relays as part of 12 overall 
first-place finishes for the Fire-
birds in the 3-A Big East Confer-
ence triangular meet against 
Franklinton and Northern Nash 
on May 5. 

Senior Xavien Smith won 
both the 100- and 200-meter 
sprints and was part of the 
4x100 and 4x200 relays for the 
Firebirds. Darin Bailey was 
victorious in the 800 and 1,600 
runs and anchored the 4x800 re-
lay, while Jalen McClaston won 
the 110 and 300 hurdles and 
carried the baton for the win-
ning 4x200 relay unit.

Jordan Vick, part of the 4x200 
relay, ruled the triple jump while 
4x400 member T.J. Taybron was 
the high jump victor. Thomas 

Copeland won pole vault and 
Domodien Johnson was part of 
the 4x100 and 4x200 relays.

In the girls meet, Southern 
Nash picked up four individual 
wins as well as first place in 
the 4x200 relay. Junior Jadiza 
Jimenez won the 800 run and 
shared first place in the high 
jump with teammate Lilley 
Clark. Chasity Hopkins won the 
shot put with a toss of 32 feet, 
9.5 inches, which qualifies her 
for the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association 3-A 
East Regional meet.

Sophomore Jermia Walker 
won the pole vault by clearing 
7 feet and ran on the victorious 
4x200 relay team with Blair 
Batchelor, Layla Herndon and 
Vonneshia Harris.

Firebirds top Northern 
Nash in dual meet

ROCKY MOUNT — In a 

match with just three actual 
bouts, Southern Nash seniors 
Trondayl Newsome and Ter-
rence Raspberry won their 
matches by fall to trigger a 
42-30 victory at 3-A Big East 
Conference foe Northern Nash 
on May 5.

The Firebirds, who defeated 
the Knights in a tri-match the 
previous week, won five bouts 
by forfeit while surrendering 
four. Two weight classes result-
ed in a double forfeit. Newsome 
pinned Sammy Huddleston at 
220 pounds while Raspberry 
stopped Major Phillips at 285 
pounds.

Firebirds power 
past Fike 11-3

WILSON — A pair of three-
run homers from senior Isaiah 
Bland and sophomore Landen 
Baker propelled a pair of four-
run innings that sent the South-

ern Nash High varsity baseball 
team to an 11-3 victory over 
Fike in the 3-A Big East Confer-
ence opener for both teams at 
Gilbert Ferrell Field on May 4. 

Baker’s homer came in sup-
port of his own cause as he 
tossed five innings and allowed 
eight hits to pick up the win on 
the mound. He struck out four 
and walked one.

Purveyors of nine hits, the 
Firebirds (2-1) trailed 2-0 after 
one inning before seniors Luke 
Coble and Tanner Baker laced 
RBI singles in the third and 
fourth innings, respectively.

Junior Zyshone Pearce drove 
a triple into the gap in right 
center in the fifth and scored on 
an error off Coble’s bat. That 
allowed Bland to come up and 
smash his three-run homer to 
right center to put the Firebirds 
up 6-2.

See ROUNDUP, Page 2B

Firebirds’ Vick earns top Big East offensive honor
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7808

Jackson Vick stepped into 
the shoes left behind by former 
Southern Nash High teammates 
Zonovan “Bam” Knight and 
Quinton Cooley this season, 
and now the Firebirds junior 
halfback has the hardware to 
prove it.

Vick was named Offensive 
Player of the Year by 3-A Big 
East Conference head coaches 
after rushing for a league-best 
1,072 yards and 15 touchdowns. 
This is the fifth straight sea-
son a Firebirds running back 
earned the league’s top offen-
sive honor, with Cooley taking 
it in 2019, Knight in 2017 and 
2018 and Kendrick Bell sharing 
it in 2016. 

Unlike the others, however, 
Vick accomplished his season 
without the benefit of spring, 
summer or even fall practice be-
cause the COVID-19 pandemic 
pushed the start of the season to 
late February. Still, Vick demon-
strated why he’s attracted more 
than eight offers from NCAA 
Division I programs.

“He showed that he is capa-
ble,” Firebirds head coach Brian 
Foster said. “I talked to him 
today and told him that I wish 
we could have had that time 
together to develop more — not 
just in the weight room, but 
mentally and everything. One 
good thing about him is that he 
is so young.”

Indeed, Vick has yet to see his 
17th birthday, but he accounted 
for nearly half (46.5%) of South-
ern Nash’s rushing yardage, and 

his 144 carries were more than 
double the next leading rusher 
for the Firebirds in their double-
wing scheme that usually relies 
on misdirection and multiple 
ball carriers.

“He had to carry the ball more 
than we normally like our guys 
to do,” Foster said.

Vick, who also caught a team-
high five passes for 50 yards 
and averaged 37.2 yards on six 
kickoff returns, was one of the 
most dangerous players in the 
Big East due to his speed.

“He’s a person who could go 
all the way every time he touch-
es the ball, and that’s something 
you have to respect,” Foster 
said.

If Vick did have a weak spot 
this season, it was too many 
fumbles, but Foster attributes 
that to lack of offseason prepa-
ration as Vick moved into the 
feature back role after comple-
menting Cooley in 2019.

The Firebirds, who finished 
3-4 overall and 3-2 and in sec-
ond place behind Rocky Mount 
in the Big East, landed 10 se-
lections on the all-conference 
team. Joining Vick were seniors 
Zollie Alford, Terrance Rasp-
berry, Jalen McClaston, D.J. 
Johnson, Chason Royal and 
Xavien Smith, junior T.J. Tay-
bron and sophomore Landen 
Baker. 

Raspberry is the Firebirds’ 
only repeat All-Big East selec-
tion, while Alford attained an 
honorable mention in 2019.

Hunt, which finished 4-3 over-
all and 2-3 and fourth in the Big 
East, had eight all-conference 
selections: seniors John Ed-

wards, Adam Strickland and 
Aundrey Loftin and juniors C.J. 
Joyner, Christian Nicholson, 
David Aranda, Timire King and 
Davon McKayhan. Joyner, who 
picked up an honorable men-
tion as a junior, was second in 
the Big East in rushing with 912 
yards. Repeaters on the elite 
unit are Strickland, Loftin and 
Nicholson. Lee Williams re-
ceived an honorable mention.

Fike, which finished fifth 
despite winning the Wilson 
County Championship, placed 
seniors Jayleen Bullock, James 
Branch, Lamont Batts and Jai-
quan King and junior Demari 
Daniels. Senior Tyrikk Hines 
netted honorable mention. 

Rocky Mount, which finished 
6-2 overall, went unbeaten in 
five Big East games, ending 
Southern Nash’s five-year run 
as conference champion. The 
Gryphons landed 12 selections 
on the elite unit, including se-
nior Dar’savius Williams, the 
Defensive Player of the Year. 
The other Gryphons on the 
All-Big East team are Seallio Al-
phonsem Kobe Bunn, Cameron 
Jones, McKenly Hines-Williams, 
Stephon Jones, Isaiah Lee, Da-
vion Lewis, Kerry Parker, Chris-
tian Pounds, Andrew Rollans 
and Justin Terry.

Northern Nash, which fin-
ished third, is represented by 
Sencere Battle, Thomas Engelk-
ing, Jayden Freeman, Jordan 
Hughes, Carson Jenkins, Keno 
Jones, Paul Powell, Donavan 
Simpson and Jordan Wooten.

Last-place Franklinton’s picks 
are Kenny Cornell, C.J. Dicker, 
Will German, Devin Patterson 

and Chris Simons.
The remaining honorable 

mentions went to Myles Powell 
of Rocky Mount, Jalen Brown of 

Northern Nash and Mike Sills 
of Franklinton. Rocky Mount’s 
Jason Battle is the conference 
champion coach.

Southern Nash junior Jackson Vick (26) turns the corner on a run during 
a game against Rocky Mount on April 3 at Southern Nash. Vick was 
named 3-A Big East Conference Offensive Player of the Year by league 
coaches after running for 1,072 yards and 15 touchdowns in seven 
games this spring. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 

Nash County rec soccer scores announced 
For The Enterprise

Nash County Recreation & Senior Servic-
es has announced soccer scores for games 
played on April 24, April 28 and May 1. 

Saturday, April 24
BOYS AGES 3-4
Fulford & Jones 8, Rushing Raptors 3
• Fulford & Jones: Eason Holly 5, Lane 

Brannan 3.
• Rushing Raptors: Kashdyn Davis 3. 
GIRLS AGES 3-4
Girl Talk 14, Dragonflies 0
• Girl Talk: Maddox Taylor 6, Mia Prezioso 

5, Cadence Skibniewski 3.
Purple Daisies 12, RO Mulch Knighcrawl-

ers 6
• Purple Daisies: Leah Jones 9, Noah Clark 

2, Landry Warrick 1.
• RO Mulch Knighcrawlers: Addison 

Melvin 6.
Lil Bits 5, Lady Birds 5
• Lil Bits: Londyn Williams 2, Cali Barefoot 

1, Layton Efird 1, Serenity Jones 1.
• Lady Birds: Yazmin Rangel 4, Addyson 

Costa 1. 

BOYS AGES 5-6
Thundercats 9, Shark Attack 0
• Thundercats: Jackson Evans 3, Kyle Trull 

3, C.J. Compton Jr. 2, Jacob Martinez 1. 
Mean Machine 7, Sapony Creek 2

• Mean Machine: Cole Melton 6, Isaiah 
Gonzales 1.

• Sapony Creek Apiaries: Michael Bass 1.
GIRLS AGES 5-6
Lil Bits 6, Lady Wolves 1
• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 6.
• Lady Wolves: Bree Rice 1.
Bears 1, Rainbow Kickers 0
• Bears: Addison Bass 1
BOYS AGES 7-8
Wolves 4, Wires Inc. 0
• Wolves: Ronaldo Morales 4.
Minecrafters 6, Shark Attack 0
• Minecrafters: Andrew Lucas 3, Graham 

Bellamy 2, Hayden Rose 1.
GIRLS AGES 7-8
Top Notch Lawn Care 6, Sparkles 0
• Top Notch Lawn Care: Nia Leonard 2, 

Alyson Melton 2, Emery Foster 1, Anna Beth 
Morgan 1.

GIRLS AGES 9-10
• Hornets 2, Avengers 1
• Hornets: A’dia Cash 2.
• Avengers: Brooklyn Rice 1.

Wednesday, April 28
BOYS AGES 7-8
Wolves 4, Shark Attack 1
• Wolves: Ronaldo Morales 2, Payton Belk 

1, William Freeman 1.
• Shark Attack: Jackson Manning 1.

BOYS AGES 9-10
Mean Green 6, Bulldogs 3
• Mean Green: Santiago Vargas-Ugarte 4, 

Derrick High 2.
• Bulldogs: Joshua Lucas 3.
BOYS AGES 11-13
Panthers 1, Strikers 0
• Panthers: Travis Pendergrass 1
GIRLS AGES 11-14
Flying Squirrels 1, Eagles 0
• Flying Squirrels: Esther Edgerton 1

Saturday, May 1 
BOYS AGES 3-4
Central Builders 7, Rushing Raptors 4
• Central Builders: Bryce Eustice 2, Elias 

Sevilla 2, Santy Sorcia 1, Westin Woodside 
1.

• Rushing Raptors: Kashdyn Davis 4.
Pirates 4, Tiny Titans 2
• Pirates: Davion Edmondson 2, Christian 

Pierce 2.
• Tiny Titans: Gaston Dean 2.
GIRLS AGES 3-4
Girl Talk 8, Lady Birds 4
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 4, Maddox Taylor 

2.
• Lady Birds: Addyson Costa 2, Yazmin 

Rangel 2.
Purple Daisies 11, Dragonflies 0
• Purple Daisies: Leah Jones 5, Nora Clark 

4, Dora Hernandez 1, Ryleigh Jarrell 1. 
RO Mulch Knightcrawlers 6, Lil Bits 6
• RO Mulch Knightcrawlers: Addison Mel-

vin 5, Ava Katkaveck 1.
• Lil Bits: Layton Efird 3, Londyn Williams 

3.

BOYS AGES 5-6
Shark Attack 2, Sapony Creek Apiaries 1
• Shark Attack: Brendin Clark 1, Samuel 

Currie 1.
• Sapony Creek Apiaries: Michael Bass 1.
Mean Machine 2, Thundercats 1
• Mean Machine: Cole Melton 2.
• Thundercats: Kyle Trull 1.
GIRLS AGES 5-6
Lady Wolves 6, Bears 1
• Lady Wolves: Shelby Faile 2, Hannah 

Hasty 2, Bree Rice 2.
• Bears: Aubrey Stancil 1.
Lil Bits 7, Rainbow Kickers 3
• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 7.
• Rainbow Kickers: Lila Murray 2, Hazel 

Brown 1.
BOYS AGES 7-8
Wolves 6, Shark Attack 0
• Wolves: Ronaldo Morales 4, Payton Belk 

1, William Freeman 1.
Minecrafters 4, Screaming Nachos 0
• Minecrafters: Graham Bellamy 2, An-

drew Lucas 1, Hayden Rose 1
GIRLS AGES 7-8
Red Oak Shark Shooters 5, Sparkles 1

• Red Oak Shark Shooters: Emerson McK-
eel 3, Carla Evans 1, Chandler Woodcock 1.

• Sparkles: Grace Holly 1
Storm 0, Top Notch Lawn Care 0
BOYS AGES 9-10
Hawks 6, Mean Green 3
• Hawks: Jesus Dilan Sierra Hernandez 5, 

Kaiden Moss 1.
• Mean Green: Santiago Vargas-Ugarte 3.
GIRLS AGES 9-10
Hornets 5, Eagles 0
• Hornets: A’dia Cash 3, Emilyn Lopez 

Jimenez 2.
Avengers 4, Girls on Fire 0
• Avengers: Brooklyn Rice 2, Scarlett 

Compton 1, Adelaide Roeder 1.
BOYS AGES 11-13
Strikers 4, Panthers 0
• Strikers: Eduardo Juan Rangel 2, Mad-

dox Chesser 1, Angel Espiritu-Aguilar 1.
GIRLS AGES 11-14
Lady Hawks 2, Eagles 2
• Lady Hawks: Kaydi Foster 1, Shaniyah 

Richardson 1.
• Eagles: Jennifer Flores 1, Olivia Williams 

1.
COED AGES 14-16
Los Amigos 7, Eagles 2
• Los Amigos: Wyatt Earp 3, John-William 

Bullock 2, Riley Bunch 2.
• Eagles: Brandon Martinez 1, Junior 

Ramirez 1. 
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Southern Nash expanded that 
margin in the sixth after freshman 
Blake Strickland had an infield 
single and Pearce walked. Coble’s 
sacrifice fly scored Strickland prior 
to Baker’s three-run shot to left.

The home runs were the first two 
of the season for the Firebirds.

Tanner Baker finished 2 for 4 
at the plate for the Firebirds, who 
turned three double plays defen-
sively.

Southern Nash led 6-2 in the 
fifth when a strikeout and pickoff 
of the Demons ended the inning. 
In the sixth, Fike loaded the bases 
with one out, but Coble, working in 
relief, engineered a strikeout and 
sprinted home to tag out a runner 
attempting to score on a passed ball.

Tristan Little took the loss for Fike 

(1-2), allowing five hits in as many 
innings. However, only one of his 
six runs were earned as Little struck 
out four and walked four.

Fike marches past Ladybirds 
in Big East opener

WILSON — Host Fike dropped 
just six games in six singles match-
es on its way to a 6-0 rain-shortened 
win over Southern Nash on May 4.

The top three for the Lady De-
mons — Caroline Adkins, Kathryn 
Adkins and Mary Thomas Watkins 
— each won 6-0, 6-0 as Fike swept 
singles in the 3-A Big East Confer-
ence debut for both teams. Doubles 
were not played due to rain.

It was the first win for Fike, which 
lost its opener to Greene Central. 
Southern Nash was playing its first 
match.

Comets crush Ladybirds 11-1

A tight 1-1 contest in the fifth in-
ning proceeded to get out of hand 
for the Southern Nash High varsity 
softball team May 3, with visiting 
Clayton pushing across four runs 
in the fifth and six more in the sixth 
to post an 11-1 victory in the first 
round of the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association 3-A 
playoffs.

The Ladybirds, seeded No. 7 as 
champions of the Big East, closed 
with a 12-2 record as Clayton, the 
No. 10 seed and the final conference 
champion to be randomly seeded 
from the Greater Neuse Confer-
ence, climbed to 12-2.

Ricki Bartley, Alissa Bailey, Taylor 
Bailey, Anna Strickland and Kierstin 
Cooper played their final games in a 
Southern Nash uniform.

continued from page 1B

Roundup: First two home runs of the season

Aluminum shortage 
causes DMV to halt 
license plate replacement 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
worldwide shortage of 
aluminum is forcing the 
N.C. Division of Motor 
Vehicles to indefinitely 
suspend its program to 
replace license plates that 
are older than six years. 
The move is being taken 
to help ensure there’s 
enough material to pro-
duce first-time plates.

Normal first-time plate 
production is 400-500 a 
day. But the older plate 
replacement program, 
passed into law by the 
General Assembly, meant 
that figure this year has 
been about 10 times 
that number. More than 
640,000 replacement 
plates were produced 
in the first four months 
of this year, with about 

another 1.4 million pro-
jected to be needed for 
the rest of the 2021.

Corrections Enter-
prises, which handles 
the plate production, 
has enough aluminum 
on hand to make about 
160,000 plates, and an-
other shipment of the 
metal is expected in mid-
May.

The replacement plates 
were automatically sent 
to customers when they 
renewed their registra-
tion of the older plates 
online or by mail, while 
customers who renewed 
at a local License Plate 
Agency office received 
their plates at that visit. 
There is no customer 
charge for getting the 
new plate.

There is no timetable 
for when the issuance of 

the replacement plates 
will resume, but if the 
suspension continues un-
til late this year, it’s likely 
the rest of phase one of 
the replacement program 
will be handled in 2022, 
with phase two moving 
back a year to 2023. The 
replacement of the plates 
was initially supposed 
to start July 1, 2020, but 
was pushed back to this 
year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Phase one of the re-
placement program cov-
ers regular vehicle and 
motorcycle license plates. 
The second year is for 
older specialty plates, 
including personalized 
plates, commercial, per-
manent, municipal and 
state-owned, for-hire, 
dealers, trailers and farm 
vehicles. 

Towns review rules on 
sweepstakes centers 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

BAILEY  — The town 
planning board is review-
ing a rezoning request to 
allow sweepstakes gaming 
in the downtown area.

The Bailey Board of 
Commissioners referred 
the request to the plan-
ning board last month af-
ter a half-dozen residents 
spoke against the change 
during a public hearing.

Mayor Thomas Richards 
said he wanted the plan-
ning board to study the 
request and determine 
whether it’s consistent 
with the town’s downtown 
plan.

Commissioners gave 
the planning board 30-60 
days to come back with an 
answer.

“It’s going to be closer 
to the 60 days,” said plan-
ning board Chairman Wal-

ter Wells.
The request is to change 

the town’s zoning district 
to allow businesses such 
as sweepstakes centers, 
which are often called “in-
ternet cafés,” though they 
don’t sell coffee or serve 
food. Some businesses 
offer sweepstakes game 
play as an incentive to 
purchase prepaid internet 
access cards. 

If the zoning change is 
approved, any business 
that wishes to open down-
town would have to apply 
for a permit.

Commissioners don’t 
have to follow the plan-
ning board’s recommen-
dations, Wells said.

In Spring Hope, the 
Board of Commission-
ers recently approved an 
amendment to town ordi-
nances to tighten safety 
and security requirements 
on sweepstakes gaming 
businesses.

“No one has a vested 
right to have an establish-
ment,” Town Attorney 
Mark Edwards told the 
board. 

Any business that wants 
to operate within the town 
limits has to follow the 
rules, Edwards said.

Under the new require-
ments, any sweepstakes 
gaming business would 
have to hire security 
guards and have cameras 
covering parking lots and 
entrances. 

Spring Hope Police 
Chief Nathan Gant said 
off-duty police officers 
won’t be working as pri-
vate security guards at 
gaming establishments.

With the new rules in 
place, Gant said he’ll be 
able to walk through any 
gaming house with state 
Alcohol Law Enforcement 
agents who are trained 
to spot illegal games and 
activity.  

State to name bridge for Gus Tulloss
From staff reports 

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
recently rebuilt bridge will 

be named for 
long-serving 
N.C. Board of 
Transporta-
tion member 
Gus Tulloss. 

The trans-
portation 
board ap-

proved separate resolu-
tions honoring Tulloss 
and Goldsboro Mayor 
Chuck Allen during its 
Thursday meeting, the 
state Department of 
Transportation said in a 
news release. 

Tulloss represented 
Highway Division 4, 
which includes Halifax, 

Nash, Edgecombe, Wil-
son, Johnston and Wayne 
counties, for 12 years 
before retiring from the 
board in August 2020. He 
serves as president and 
CEO of Rocky Mount-
based Gus H. Tulloss In-
surance.

The Sunset Avenue 
bridge over Wesleyan 
Boulevard, which is also 
the U.S. 301 bypass, will 
bear Tulloss’ name. Crews 
rebuilt the span as part of 
a widening project a few 
years ago.

Tulloss, who attended 
the Thursday board meet-
ing in Raleigh, said he’s 
grateful for the designa-
tion.

“I’m thrilled and 
humbled by this honor,” 

Tulloss said in the re-
lease. “And Mayor Allen 
has long been an impor-
tant advocate for better 
transportation through-
out Wayne County. He 
is very deserving of this 
honor.”

Allen’s name will grace 
the U.S. 70 bypass be-
tween North Berkeley 
Boulevard/U.S. 13 and 
North Beston Road in 
Goldsboro.

Officials said local 
government and com-
munity leaders recom-
mended both men for 
the highway dedications, 
with the Rocky Mount 
City Council and Rocky 
Mount Area Chamber of 
Commerce requesting 
the honor on Tulloss’ 

behalf and the Goldsboro 
City Council and Wayne 
County Board of Com-
missioners backing Al-
len’s road naming.

Each location will 
be marked with green 
highway signs. The N.C. 
Department of Transpor-
tation said dedication cer-
emonies will be scheduled 
after the signs are manu-
factured. 

After Tulloss stepped 
down last summer, an-
other Rocky Mount insur-
ance agency owner was 
selected as his replace-
ment. Melvin Mitchell, 
president of the Melvin M. 
Mitchell Agency, currently 
represents Division 4 on 
the Board of Transporta-
tion. 

Tulloss
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Celebrating mothers who teach their children the Gospel 
It was a wonderful 

day at Peachtree Baptist 
Church. We celebrated 
Mother’s Day on Sunday. 

Dr. Wendy Edwards 
was guest speaker. Her 
sermon was “Mamma 
and the Village,” from 2 
Timonthy 1: 3-5, which 
described how it takes a 

village to raise children and how moth-
ers teach their children the Gospel. 

The sanctuary flower arrangement 
Sunday was presented to glorify God by 
Melba Hobgood in loving honor of her 
husband Jerry on his birthday.

Special music: Jane May performed 
a piano solo. Jerry Hobgood sang “One 
Pair of Hands.”

Sunday was Senior Day at Peachtree. 
The Women’s Missionary Union hon-
ored Paige Macquin, a 2021 Southern 
Nash High graduate. Paige will attend 
Merideth College in the fall, where she 
will major in art education to become a 
teacher. Catherine Gupton of the WMU 
presented Paige with a gift.

Susan Edwards presented the Moth-
er’s Day recognition and read a tribute. 
Lawrence Edwards handed gifts to all 
the ladies.

Bible verse for the month of May: He-
brews 11: 6. 

FAITH IS NOT STAGNANT

Jerry’s devotional this week is “Three 
Manifestations of Faith,” by Billy Gra-
ham, from “Peace for Each Day.”

“Humble yourself under the mighty 
hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time.” — 1 Peter 5:6.

“The Bible teaches that faith will mani-
fest itself in three ways. It will manifest 
itself in doctrine — in what you believe. 
It will manifest itself in worship — your 
communion with God and the fellow-
ship of the church. It will manifest itself 

in morality — in the way you live and 
behave. 

“The Bible also teaches that faith does 
not end with trust in Christ for your sal-
vation. Faith continues. Faith grows. It 
may be weak at first, but it will become 
stronger as you begin to read the Bible, 
pray, go to church, and experience God’s 
faithfulness in your Christian life. After 
you have repented of sins and accepted 
Him by faith, then you must trust Him 
to keep you, strengthen you, enable you, 
sustain you. You will learn more and 
more how to rely on Christ for every 
need, in meeting every circumstance, 
and every trial.

“When you have saving faith in Jesus 
Christ, you have taken an additional step 
toward having peace with God.”

A BITTERSWEET HOLIDAY

My devotional this week is “Mother’s 
Day.” 

“When I was a young mother, I found 
Mother’s Day to be a holiday that con-
jured up images of my young children 
proudly presenting me with macaroni 
necklaces or handmade coupons for free 
hugs or glitter-and-glue-globed cards 
they had made. When all I was think-
ing about was a breakfast served in bed, 
hand-picked bouquets of flowers, or a 
special meal out with my whole family. 
These are tender and lovely examples of 
how many children honor their mothers 
on this very special Sunday. And how 
much we mothers love these sweet little 
gifts.

“But for many, Mother’s Day is far 
from this ideal narrative. It is a day filled 
with complicated emotions, grief, and 
conflicting realities. Maybe you’ve lost 
your mother this year, or you are weary 
from years of struggling with infertility, 
or you are estranged from your adult 
child.

“It is so hard in these difficult times to 

get your families together for any family 
time. We are going in so many directions 
at once.

“I always pray that my children and 
grandchildren will be close enough one 
day to come home on Mother’s Day 
or any day. They all live away in other 
states, too far to come.

“I would love to have one of those little 
gifts they use to make as I know many of 
you mothers would. I would love for my 
mother to still be here with me. To hold 
me and love me like she used to do.

“Mothering is the toughest job you’ll 
ever love. And since no parent is perfect, 
they need God’s unconditional love to 
relax and enjoy the journey.

“It’s been said that the days of parent-
ing can be long, but the years are short. 
As many empty-nesters say, ‘Enjoy them 
while you can!’

“In whatever situation you find your-
self this past Mother’s Day, I hope, on 
this day, you found a way to honor the 
mothers in your midst and draw closer 
to your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for 
giving them to you.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-up sheets for 
2021 are in the narthex. Please get one, 
fill it out and return.

• Peachtree’s new visual equipment for 
the church should be here this week.

• Sunday school will start at 10 a.m. 
June 6.  

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Melba and Jerry Hobgood shared 
Mother’s Day lunch with Melba’s sister, 
Dianne, and her family.

• Bob and I spent Mother’s Day af-
ternoon with my sister and her family 
in Durham. My niece Jennifer served 
lunch.

• Ephesus Baptist Church will present 

a Family Movie Night on May 28. Mov-
ies are shown the last Friday of every 
month. This is an outdoor event, weather 
permitting.  

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in need. Please 
keep them all in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Barbara Privette, 
Dorothy Nelson and Rudy and Gail 
Brantley.

• Randell Whitley, Donnie Patterson, 
Hal Washington and Brenda Foster need 
our prayers.

• Delcie Wakefield and Pastor Bill 
Wakefield are recovering at home.

• Ronnie Matthews, Audrey Farmer 
and James Tharrington are home recov-
ering.

• Janie Joyner, Bill Nelson and Joyce 
Brinkley are undergoing treatment.

• Norman Whitley is recovering from 
surgery.

• Joan Eason is home recovering from 
surgery.

• Jon Anglemeyer, friend of Nikki 
Scott, needs our prayers. Jon, a father of 
two, needs a kidney transplant.

• All organ donors need our prayers.
• Brenda Foster needs prayers.
• Ricky Clay needs prayer. 
• Marta Whitehouse needs our 

prayers. Marta has begun the process to 
start her treatments Wednesday.

• Birthday blessings to Phyllis Mat-
thews (May 6), Melanie White and Cher-
yl Hayes (May 8), Jerry Hobgood (May 
9), Sandra Breedlove (May 19) and Ann 
Browder (May 22).

Area churches: If you have events com-
ing up, please let me know on Saturdays 
the week before the events. I will need 
your news no later than 2 p.m. on Sun-
days.

Fran Bunn is a member of Peachtree Bap-
tist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

Spring Hope woman wins $200,000 lottery prize 
For The Enterprise

Mary Brantley of Spring Hope found 
herself the winner of a $200,000 Double 
Cash Doubler prize.

Brantley purchased her $5 ticket from 

the VRAJ store on North Louisburg Road 
in Spring Hope.

She claimed her prize Thursday 
at North Carolina Education Lottery 
headquarters in Raleigh and took home 
$141,501 after required federal and state 

tax withholdings.
The Double Cash Doubler scratch-

off game launched in April with six top 
prizes of $200,000. 

Ticket sales from scratch-offs like 
Double Cash Doubler make it possible 

for the lottery to raise more than $725 
million a year for education. For details 
on how $4.8 million raised by the lottery 
made a difference in Nash County last 
year, visit www.nclottery.com and click 
on the “Impact” section.  
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RENTALS

Apartments

Apartments

NORTH CAROLINA
BEAUFORT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE REMOVAL 
OF APPROXIMATELY 8 GRAVES 
FROM US 17 FROM WASHING-
TON BYPASS NORTH OF NC 
171 TO MULTI-LANES SOTH OF 
WILLIAMSTON LOCATED ON 
PROPERTY NOW OR FORMERLY 
OWNED BY JAMES L. HODGES, 
JR., IN BEAUFORT COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA, STATE PROJ-
ECT/WBS NO. 35494.2.1, TIP NO. 
R-2511, PARCEL 072.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the known 
and unknown relatives of SAMY 
FAULKNER, H. RAY FAULKNER, 
SAMUEL A. WOOLARD, CAR-
RIE WOOLARD, M. DAVID BOYD, 
DORA FERNE, JASON HOLT BOYD, 
DAVID REID BOYD and next-of-kin, 
PAT GALLAGHER AND EVELYN 
GALLAGHER located on property 
now or formerly owned by James L. 
Hodges, Jr., and located in Beaufort 
County, North Carolina, found within 
the right of way of State Project/
WBS No. 35494.2.1, TIP No. R-2511, 
Parcel 072; that said grave is located 
approximately at the centerline 
of Survey Line -L- Lt. 168+75 to 
169+50, Beaufort County, North 
Carolina; the name of the known 
deceased persons to be moved are: 
Samy Faulkner, H. Ray Faulkner, 
Samuel A. Woolard, Carrie Woolard, 
M. David Boyd, Dora Ferne, Jason 
Holt Boyd and David Reid Boyd; that 
the Department of Transportation 
has been unable to ascertain the 
closest next of kin; that the subject 
graves to be moved will be relocated 
and re-interred to Oakdale Cemetery; 
that a complete record of where the 
8 subject graves of Samy Faulkner, 
H. Ray Faulkner, Samuel A. Woolard, 
Carrie Woolard, M. David Boyd, Dora 
Ferne, Jason Holt Boyd and David 
Reid Boyd will be re-interred will be 
on file with the Register of Deeds of 
Beaufort County, North Carolina. You 
are further notified that there are 8 
graves found at centerline of Survey 
Line -L- Lt. 168+75 to 169+50 be-
ing moved and the Department of 
Transportation will be responsible for 
all reasonable expenses pertain-
ing under the provisions of North 
Carolina General Statute § 65-l06 
and that the removal will begin after 
this notice has been published once 
a week for four consecutive weeks 
over a period of thirty (30) days in 
The Enterprise in Beaufort County, 
North Carolina.

This the 4th day of May, 2021.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TION
By: Heather Fulghum
Manager of Right of Way

Lisa B. Finkelstein
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Publication Dates in The Enter-
prise: 

May 8, 2021
May 15, 2021
May 22, 2021
May 29, 2021
The Enterprise
May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2021

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

COUNTY OF NASH
THE UNDERSIGNED, having quali-
fied on the 22nd day of October, 2020, 
as the of the ESTATE OF Nancy 
Wicker Pierce, Deceased, of Nash 
County, North Carolina, do hereby no-
tify all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned on or 
before Jul 26 2021 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said Estate will 
please make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This, the 21st day of April, 2021.
JESSICA PIERCE VESTER
executor
6809 Woodmere Drive
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Enterprise
April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 2021

Public 
Notices

Public Notices

Public Notices

CLASSIFIEDS

Nash Correctional warden wins state award
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — For 
proactive efforts in bat-

tling the novel 
coronavirus 
pandemic, 
Drew Stan-
ley at Nash 
Correctional 
Institution has 
been named 
the state’s 

warden of the year.
“I’m very honored to be 

a part of an elite group of 
individuals in the prison 

system,” Stanley said. 
“Fortunately, I still love 
what I do.”

Stanley has done amaz-
ing work over the past 
year and has earned the 
award, said N.C. Com-
missioner of Prisons Todd 
Ishee.

“He has been visionary, 
precautionary and effec-
tive in keeping the health 
and safety of his staff and 
the men in his custody 
as his top priority,” Ishee 
said.

Stanley is one of the 
55 men and women who 
are in charge of the 

state’s prison facilities, 
which house more than 
28,000 offenders with a 
staff of around 13,500. 
The wardens are in 
charge of all the opera-
tions at their prisons, 
according to informa-
tion provided by John 
Bull, spokesman for 
the N.C. Department of 
Public Safety.

“Stanley stood out 
among his peers this year 
for his extraordinary ef-
forts to prepare for, and 
battle, COVID-19,” Bull 
said.

A year ago, before any 
offenders in the prison 
system tested positive 
for the virus, Stanley re-
viewed all programs at 
the prison and instituted 
COVID-19 preparations. 
He streamlined the way 
offenders were housed 
and grouped them to pro-
tect their health and to 
better ensure continuity 

of operations at two Cor-
rection Enterprises op-
erations at the prison in 
the event of an outbreak, 
Bull said. 

“He worked to ensure 
the virus would not im-
pact the Field Ministry 
Program at the prison, 
in which 70 offenders 
work toward a four-year 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in pastoral ministry with 
training in counseling,” 
Bull said. “Stanley found a 
way to livestream classes 
while ensuring pandemic 
safety precautions in the 
classes.”

Stanley instituted strict 
cleaning schedules in 
inmate housing units, 
created staff sign-in 
and sign-out logs for 
the housing units and 
enacted additional rules 
to help prevent the virus 
from getting in or to con-
tain it from spreading if 
it did get into the male 
medium-custody prison, 
Bull said.

While most other pris-
ons combatted viral out-
breaks in their offender 
populations throughout 

2020, some repeatedly, the 
first outbreak at Nash Cor-
rectional wasn’t until Jan. 
9, which was 10 months 
after the first prison CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

“Warden Stanley is high-
ly regarded by his peers 
and serves as a wealth 
of knowledge for newly 
promoted wardens,” said 
Ishee. “He has proven to 
be a phenomenal warden 
and is a true asset to Pris-
ons.”

Stanley began his ca-
reer as a correctional 
officer at the former Polk 
Youth Institution in 1987. 
He’s served in many 
roles during his career, 
including admissions 
technician, behavioral 
specialist, case analyst 
and diagnostic center 
director.

In 2005, he was pro-
moted to Central Region 
program manager, serv-
ing in multiple capaci-
ties, and was promoted 
again in 2007 to assistant 
superintendent of pro-
grams at Nash Correc-
tional. He inaugurated 
the facility’s therapeutic 

art program that’s since 
grown into one of the 
largest in the state, with 
more than seven art 
classes for inmates.

Stanley again received 
promotion in 2013 to facil-
ity administrator of John-
ston Correctional Institu-
tion. He spent 2018 as the 
facility administrator of 
Warren Correctional Insti-
tution before returning to 
Nash Correctional in 2019 
as its warden.

On his return to Nash, 
he worked to fill 45 vacant 
staff positions, dropping 
the number of vacan-
cies to 28 in six months 
and then to six vacancies 
within the year. The prison 
continues to maintain a 
low staff vacancy rate, 
Bull said.

Stanley was a member 
of the Prisons Emergency 
Response Team for 10 
years. Since 1989, he’s 
been a member of the 
State Employees Associa-
tion of North Carolina, for 
which he currently serves 
as chairman.

Stanley is a graduate of 
N.C. State University. 

Stanley

The Enterprise
Job seekers’ yellow brick road


