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Police: Man killed his mother
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A man 
with a history of violence stands 

accused of killing 
his mother in their 
home last week.

Joshua Frazier, 33, 
faces a charge of first-
degree murder in the 
death of 60-year-old 
Mildred Allen Frazier, 
who was found fatally 

stabbed around 10 a.m. May 12 at 
308 N. Walnut St.

Police Chief Nathan Gant said 
officers responding to a medical 
emergency call found the woman 

dead in a back bedroom. She had 
been stabbled or cut several times 
in her upper body, Gant said.

Police have responded to the 
house nine times since Frazier 
moved into the house with his 
family around two years ago, 
including an incident in which 
Frazier assaulted officers serv-
ing an involuntary commitment 
and another time when he 
chased a family member around 
the neighborhood with a knife.

Frazier served three years in 
prison for a 2015 conviction of as-
sault with a deadly weapon inflict-
ing serious injury. He was paroled 
in 2017, according to the N.C. 
Department of Public Safety.

Police took Frazier into cus-

tody at the home on May 12. 
He was booked into the Nash 
County Detention Center with-
out bond pending arraignment 
on the murder charge.

“At this time, a motive for the 
incident is unknown,” Gant said.

The Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice helped Spring Hope officers 
process the crime scene. Gant 
said the murder weapon has 
been recovered. 

“This was an isolated incident, 
with no ongoing threat to the 
public or surrounding commu-
nity,” Gant said. 

Gant asks anyone with infor-
maton in the case to contact De-
tective T. Bell at 252-478-5197 or 
twbell@springhope.net.    

Frazier

Crime scene tape surrounds a North Walnut Street house where Spring 
Hope police say a woman was stabbed and killed on May 12. A 33-year-
old man is charged with first-degree murder in the case. Contributed photo

Goldsboro resident Dallas Jordan samples a bacon bit-covered chicken wing from Gil Creecy and William Moore of Raleigh-based Carolina Moe’s 
BBQ during Saturday’s street party and wing cook-off in Bailey. Charlie Glover and Josh Thompson of Piggin’ Out with Southern Backyard BBQ won 
first place in the cook-off, with Jason and Jackson Pipkin of the Poor Boys Grillin’ Team taking second place and John Whitehurst, Darrell Crowder 
and Brad Thorne of the Thorne’s Electric Cook Team finishing third. The Piggin’ Out team of Glover and Thompson also received the cook-off’s 
people’s choice award. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Cook-off draws diners to Bailey Bain named 
Nash’s top 
assistant 
principal 
From staff reports

A new assistant principal at 
Southern Nash High School 

has been named 
the best in the 
district.

Megan Bain is 
the 2021-22 Nash 
County Schools 
Assistant Princi-
pal of the Year.

“I’m so very 
honored and humbled by this 
recognition and just grateful 
that I get to do this job,” Bain 
said. “I’m fortunate that I have 
had the opportunity to work 
with such talented educators, 
leaders, colleagues, teachers 
and school staff whom I con-
tinue to learn from every day. 
I am thankful for this honor, 
and I will work hard to repre-
sent it well. Congratulations 
to those recognized by the 
district and to all educators 
doing their thing for kids — 
this work isn’t for the faint of 
heart.”

Bain said she’s passionate 
about supporting teachers 
and helping students pursue 
their own pathway to per-
sonal success, happiness and 
productive citizenship. She is 
new to Southern Nash, hav-
ing joined the administrative 
team this year. Originally 
from Ohio, Bain earned de-
grees in international studies 
and Arabic from Ohio State 
University.

She moved to North Caro-
lina a decade ago, pursuing a 
career in education through 
the Teach for America pro-
gram. She taught math for 
more than six years at the 
middle school level and grad-
uated with a master’s degree 
in school administration from 
N.C. State University in May 
2018.

Top educators, adminis-
trators, Board of Education 
members and community 
partners traditionally gather 
at Rose Hill Conference 
Center in Nashville to honor 
various local educators, but 
for the last two years, the an-
nual event has taken on new 
dimension, said Christine 
Catalano, the school district’s 
executive director of strategic 
planning and engagement.

Bain

See BAIN, Page 2A

The Enterprise returning to its original office 

The Enterprise is returning to its 113 N. Ash St. office in downtown 
Spring Hope. The building is owned by Ken Ripley, the newspaper’s 
editor and publisher emeritus, who retired and sold the weekly 
publication in June 2018. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise 

From staff reports 

SPRING HOPE — About two 
years after relocating its office, 
The Enterprise is returning to 
its roots. 

The newspaper is leaving its 
leased space at 123 W. Main St. 
effective Friday, May 28. News 
operations will be based at The 
Enterprise building at 113 N. 
Ash St., while sister publication 
The Wilson Times will handle 
customer service functions. A 
part-time receptionist position 
in Spring Hope will be elimi-
nated in the transition.  

Switching offices provides 
cost savings after more than a 
year of revenue shortfalls due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, said 
Keven Zepezauer, publisher of 
The Enterprise and president 

of parent company Restoration 
NewsMedia. 

“Streamlining our operations 
and reducing overhead ex-
penses are responsible steps we 
have to take in order to preserve 
The Enterprise’s long-term 
sustainability,” Zepezauer said. 
“The pandemic and its busi-
ness closures and restrictions 
forced us to get creative, but we 
remain committed to providing 
our readers and advertisers with 
comprehensive local news cov-
erage in southern Nash County. 
We’re grateful to Ken Ripley for 
helping us bring The Enterprise 
back home where it belongs.” 

Ripley, who owns the Ash 
Street building, served as The 
Enterprise’s owner and pub-

See OFFICE, Page 2A
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“As with many other tra-
ditional mass gatherings, 
the normal celebration 
over a meal and awards 
ceremony had to be can-
celed due to COVID-19-re-
lated restrictions on such 
events,” Catalano said. 
“In its place, district lead-
ers coordinated a limited 
in-person event that main-
tained social distancing 
guidelines but still allowed 
honorees to celebrate to-
gether.” 

Nash County Schools’ 
2021-22 award-winners 
are: 

• Cle’Andria Boone 
of Williford Elementary 
School earned recogni-
tion as Teacher of the 
Year. She was presented 
with a new Honda Accord 
from Davenport Honda. 
Amy Minchew of Nash 
Central Middle School 
and Stephanie Summerlin 
of Northern Nash High 
School were finalists for 
the recognition.

• Timothy Mudd of Red 
Oak Middle School was 
named Principal of the 
Year. Finalists include 
Yolanda Wiggins of Win-
stead Avenue Elementary 
School, Jennifer Sharpe of 

Nash-Rocky Mount Early 
College High School.

• Bain was named Assis-
tant Principal of the Year. 
Leo Nieves of Benvenue 
Elementary School and 
Ginger Carey of Southern 
Nash Middle School were 
finalists.

• De’Nasia Pitchford of 
Nash Central High School 
is the New Teacher of the 
Year. Finalists in that cate-
gory were Kaitlyn Miles of 
Edwards Middle School, 
Somer Love Delbridge 
of Nashville Elementary 
School and Taylor Strick-
land of Red Oak Elemen-
tary School.  

continued from page 1A

Bain: A limited in-person event was held

lisher for 43 years before 
selling the newspaper to 
The Wilson Times Co. 
on June 13, 2018. In his 

current role as editor 
and publisher emeritus, 
Ripley writes a weekly 
column and covers the 
Nash County Board of 
Commissioners’ monthly 

meetings.
“I’m happy that the 

building that still bears 
the Spring Hope Enter-
prise name will serve as a 
base of operations for the 

paper’s reporting — the 
heart and soul of any news 
organization,” Ripley said. 
“Keven and his team are 
doing everything they can 
to preserve The Enter-
prise’s tradition and build 
on its foundation as south-
ern Nash County’s reliable 
source for local news.” 

Effective Monday, May 
31, Enterprise staff writer 
Lindell J. Kay will be based 
at the Ash Street building. 
The office will be open by 
appointment, as reporters 
spend the majority of their 
time on assignment in the 
communities they cover. 

Editor Corey Friedman 
and advertising account 
executive Beth Robbins 
will continue to be based at 
The Wilson Times, where 
they serve dual roles for 
both newspapers. They are 
available by appointment in 
Wilson and Spring Hope.

The Times’ customer 
care team will handle new 
subscriptions, renewals, 
account changes and pay-
ments for The Enterprise. 
Customers can call the 
front desk at 252-243, 5151, 
option 1, for assistance by 
phone or visit the Times’ 
office at 126 Nash St. NW 
in downtown Wilson.

The Enterprise will cel-
ebrate its 75th anniversary 
in 2022. The late Allen 
Barbee of Spring Hope 
established the Spring 
Hope Enterprise in 1947. 
Ripley started work at the 
newspaper in 1975 and 
became partners with own-

ers Tom and Joe Wilson of 
Nashville before buying 
them out and becoming 
sole owner in 1981. Ripley 
led the paper to 79 North 
Carolina Press Association 
awards for news reporting 
and editorial writing in his 
four decades of ownership. 

After the newspaper’s 
sale in June 2018, The 
Enterprise rented Ripley’s 
building for a year before 
moving into a shared 
space with Southern-
NashNews.com in June 
2019. In May of that year, 
Restoration NewsMedia 
acquired the weekly Zebu-
lon Times and Southern 
Nash News print edition 
from owner Mark Cone. 

The Zebulon Times 
merged with the Wake 
Forest-based Wake Week-
ly, which expanded its 
coverage into the eastern 
Wake County towns of 
Zebulon, Knightdale and 
Wendell. The Southern 
Nash News’ print edition 
merged with The Enter-
prise, while Cone retained 
SouthernNashNews.com 
and continues to operate it 
as a freestanding website. 
Content is shared between 
SpringHopeEnterprise.
com and SouthernNash-
News.com under a joint 
operating agreement. 

“We appreciate all of 
Mark’s contributions to our 
newsgathering operations 
and wish him well in his 
current ventures,” Zepe-
zauer said. “While it was 
nice to be under the same 

roof, our needs were too 
different to continue the 
shared-space arrangement. 
We continue to regard 
Mark Cone and Southern-
NashNews.com as our 
partners in Spring Hope.” 

Published weekly on 
Wednesdays, The En-
terprise provides news 
coverage of southern 
Nash County including 
the towns of Spring Hope, 
Bailey and Middlesex and 
surrounding unincorpo-
rated communities. In 
March, the publication was 
ranked among the state’s 
best small community 
newspapers, earning a 
second-place general ex-
cellence honor in the North 
Carolina Press Associa-
tion’s News, Editorial and 
Photojournalism Contest.

Subscriptions are $64.50 
per year paid in advance 
or $5.36 per month by 
recurring monthly pay-
ment. To sign up for home 
delivery, visit https://resto-
rationnewsmedia.com/sub-
scribe/ or call 252-243-5151, 
option 1, between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on weekdays. 

For advertising inquiries, 
contact Beth Robbins at 
252-265-7849 or email brob-
bins@wilsontimes.com. 

For coverage requests, 
news tips and story ideas, 
contact Lindell J. Kay at 
252-265-8117 or lkay@
springhopeenterprise.
com, or contact Corey 
Friedman at 252-265-7813 
or cfriedman@wilson-
times.com. 

continued from page 1A

Office: The Enterprise will celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2022

UNIDENTIFIED

Tattoo may hold key clue in unsolved homicide
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SILER CITY — In Norse my-
thology, the Valkyrie were war-
rior women who plucked the 
souls of worthy dead from the 
battlefield and delivered them to 
Valhalla, heavenly resting place 
of Viking heroes. 

Valkyrie are usually depicted 
as riding flying horses, but the 
Valkyrie tattooed on the up-
per right arm of a man found 
dead in a Chatham County rock 
quarry decades ago is straddling 
a giant cobra.  

That unique image might 
be the most valuable clue in 
one day identifying the still 
unknown tattooed man found 
Sept. 9, 1986.

While Valkyries ascended into 
the heavens, the tattooed man 
looks to have been dragged 
down to hell — missing finger 
bones and teeth point to pos-
sible torture, followed by a coup 
de grâce gunshot to the head 
and being thrown down into the 
abyss of a mine pit.

The tattooed man had a bul-
let entrance wound to the left 
temple area with an exit wound 
on the right side of his head, 
according to his autopsy report 

signed by Dr. Cheryl Thorne. 
The manner of death is listed as 
homicide.

“The body is at an angle with 
the pelvis on a rock and back 
of the skull lying on cardboard. 
The skull is markedly shat-
tered. The right foot is flexed 
underneath the left leg,” Thorne 
noted. 

The body’s positioning in-
dicates the tattooed man was 
tossed into the pit after being 
shot.

Washed ashore, unearthed 
in shallow graves, stumbled 
upon in the woods, discovered 
in abandoned houses, killed on 
busy roads or located in rivers, 
ponds and along railroad tracks, 
more than 120 bodies remain 
unidentified in North Carolina. 
This is one of their stories.

Workers discovered the par-
tially decomposed body, nude 
except for a pair of white boxer 
shorts, in a mine pit off Mount 
Vernon Springs Road just out-
side Siler City, an hour’s drive 
from Raleigh along U.S. 64.

The 20- to 30-year-old tat-
tooed white man stood 6 feet 

tall with a slender build and 
unknown weight. He had long 
and straight light brown hair. 

His eye color remains unknown. 
He also had a small tattoo of a 
peace sign on his right ankle.

A dental examination shows 
the tattooed man may have had 
a root canal on tooth No. 10, 
which is the upper left incisor.

Fingerprints aren’t available 
because the remains were too 
decomposed. DNA isn’t avail-
able because samples weren’t 
retained, according to informa-
tion from the Doe Network, 
a volunteer-run international 
clearinghouse for unidentified 
and missing persons.

The tattooed man is listed in 
the National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System under 
the number 2235. 

The N.C. State Bureau of 
Investigation handled the case 
from the beginning. Anyone 
with information about the tat-
tooed man can call the SBI at 
800-334-3000, the N.C. Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner 
at 800-672-7042 or Team Cold 
Case at 252-406-6736. A mon-
etary reward is available.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a 
weekly series examining the 
more than 120 cases of unidenti-
fied human remains discovered 
in North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces each 
installment for The Enterprise of 
Spring Hope and other Restora-
tion NewsMedia newspapers. 

This sketch depicting the tattoo of a Valkyrie and cobra found on the 
upper right arm of an unknown man’s body found in a Chatham County 
mine pit is included in a 1986 autopsy report signed by Dr. Cheryl 
Thorne. Contributed photo

Vol. 75, No. 20

General Manager:
Tracy McLamb

Vice President of Sales and Marketing:
Shana Hoover

Editor: 
Corey Friedman

To subscribe or for account questions:  
252-243-5151

To place an ad:  252-265-7830 or  
advertising.enterprise@wilsontimes.com

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

SINGLE COPY 

$1 Weekly

MAIL

$64.05/year
$5.33/month EZPay
Call 252-243-5151

The Enterprise
The Enterprise mail subscriptions include all advertising 

inserts and unlimited digital access. All subscription prices 
are nonrefundable. An additional $1 fee will be assessed 
to each subscription for the following premium editions: 
11/24/21. Expiration dates will be adjusted accordingly. 

You may opt out at any time prior to each premium day by 
contacting customer service at 252-243-5151.

The Enterprise Main Office

123 W. Main St.
Spring Hope, NC 27882
Monday through Friday

9 a.m. to noon

©2021 The Enterprise
(USPS 512-260)

Published Wednesdays by:
The Enterprise

123 W. Main Street
Spring Hope, NC 27882

Periodicals postage paid at Spring Hope, N.C.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
The Enterprise

123 W. Main Street
Spring Hope, NC 27882

RESTORATION NEWSMEDIA

CEO: Morgan Paul Dickerman, III

President and CEO: Keven Zepezauer
Restoration NewsMedia is a print and digital news and information company founded by The Wilson Times,  
North Carolina’s oldest family-owned daily newspaper, dedicated to restoring and preserving community journalism.



Keven Zepezauer   PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

Debbie Boykin   CFO

Corey Friedman   EDITOR

Ken Ripley   EDITOR-PUBLISHER EMERITUS

The Enterprise

Morgan Paul Dickerman, III   CEO

Tell us what’s on your mind
The Enterprise welcomes opinions from readers on topics of public interest. 

Letters that promote a commercial product, contain either libelous materi-

al, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language, and those addressed 

to a third party, will not be published. Consumer complaints and letters 

containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication. Letters 

should be no more than 350 words, must be signed and should include the 

writer’s address. A telephone number, which will not be published, should 

be included for verification purposes. Letters selected for publication may 

be edited and all letters become property of The Enterprise.

The Enterprise 123 W. Main St., Spring Hope, N.C. 27882

Phone 252-478-3651 

e-mail news.enterprise@wilsontimes.com

Opinion

Manchin leads way on 
election law reform

Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin from West Vir-
ginia last week came up with a good idea to pro-
tect voting rights that his fellow politicians and 
the media dubbed “surprisingly bold.”

I not only agree with Sen. Manchin, I called it a 
good idea back in 2013. The only thing that really 
surprises me is that it’s taken so long for a politi-
cian to propose it or give it the serious consider-
ation it deserves. 

What is this great idea? It’s a common-sense re-
sponse to the Supreme Court’s 2013 decision striking down certain 
preclearance requirements in the Voting Rights Act that the court 
deemed obsolete. It’s also directly contrary to the way America’s po-
litical and legal system responded to the court’s decision, but it pro-
vides a solution to voter suppression more simple and effective than 
what Democratic leaders in the House and Senate have propsed.

Let me explain.
The Voting Rights Act, passed in 1965, required nine Southern 

states and a few scattered jurisdictions in six other states with a his-
tory of voter discrimination to submit any proposed changes to their 
voting laws to the federal Department of Justice for approval before 
they could be implemented, called “preclearance.” The law included 
statistics and voting histories that justified which jurisdictions were 
subject to preclearance requirements, which by and large were 
effective in preventing those states — including North Carolina — 
from passing laws that discriminated against minority voters.

In the 2013 Shelby County v. Holder decision, the Supreme 
Court ruled that Congress had failed to update the standards for 
requiring preclearance, which made it unfair — and therefore un-
constitutional — to single out some jurisdictions for federal review 
while allowing other states to change voting laws unchallenged. I 
read the ruling by Chief Justice John Roberts. It made sense.

Voting rights advocates were horrified, of course, and the politi-
cal and legal experts took the view that until and unless Congress 
updated the standards and statistics demonstrating discrimina-
tion, preclearance was no longer necessary.

Well, that opened a floodgate of new voting laws aimed at dis-
criminating against minority voters or suppressing minority vot-
ing, including the voter ID laws passed in North Carolina, which 
were later ruled illegal by federal courts. 

Since the November election, Republican legislators in states 
around the country have passed or are trying to pass scores of rep-
rehensible laws adversely affecting minority voting in the totally 
spurious grounds of protecting voting integrity based on Donald 
Trump’s “big lie” that Democrats stole the presidential election.

Congressional Democrats have responded by backing two pieces 
of legislation to protect minority voting rights. The most ambitious 
— and controversial — bill is the House-passed For the People Act, 
which tackles campaign finance and would implement independent 
redistricting commissions, expand early voting and force candi-
dates to disclose their tax returns, among other provisions. The bill 
is so broad that there’s something for everyone to dislike.

The second bill is the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement 
Act, which would restore preclearance in a handful of states while 
also making it easier to impose preclearance on new states and lo-
cal governments that attempt to disenfranchise racial minorities. 

The Voting Rights Act has historically enjoyed broad bipartisan 
support until recent years and the public supports it, so the John 
Lewis bill is considered to have a better chance of passing. The 
bill duly updates the standards with complicated procedures for 
outlining who needs preclearance and who doesn’t, intended to 
satisfy the Supreme Court, but it also opens the door to claims 
that some states are being treated unfairly.

But here’s where Manchin’s simple proposal comes into play, 
which struck me long ago as an obvious alternative no one was 
considering. The justices didn’t object to preclearance in general, 
so instead of considering preclearance obsolete, why not simply 
require “all 50 states and territories” to submit any changes to 
voting laws to federal review?

That doesn’t solve every obstacle to fair voting, especially ger-
rymandering, but this one change would put more teeth into the 
Voting Rights Act than it ever had before while being completely 
fair by applying to everyone. It would eliminate or at least reduce 
almost all of the current state efforts to weaken voting, and would 
simplify the whole legislation process by eliminating any need to 
distinguish which states should be covered.

Compared to the other voting rights bills, Manchin’s suggested 
change is, truly, “surprisingly bold.” It may even not require 
much congressional action, if you think about it, possibly just an 
executive reinterpretation in how the federal administration ap-
plies the current law, or perhaps a one-line amendment. That’s 
for the lawyers to figure out.

Manchin’s dogged firmness on the filibuster and his naïve belief 
in bipartisanship in the face of open GOP opposition to any com-
promise is causing big problems for his party. But on his voting 
rights proposal, I support him completely for his clear thinking 
and simple but fair solution, a real rarity for Washington.

In this case, at least, I like the way he thinks.

God offers us a direct line 
I don’t know 

about you, but 
I’m tired of 
computers an-
swering phones. 
They make us 
answer all sorts 
of questions, 
as if talking to 
a real person is 

only a last resort. 
For example, one pharmacy 

makes it very difficult to actu-
ally talk to a pharmacist. Now, 
I know pharmacists are busy, 
but when we want to “talk to a 
pharmacist,” the computer be-
comes nosy, wanting to know 
what we want from one.

I called a package delivery 
company to complain about 
incompetent deliverers. A 
computer answered and told 
me it would not send me to a 

person unless I had a tracking 
number. Finally, I asked my 
husband to grab a package 
with such a number on it, so 
I could read it off. Turns out 
the package was from a differ-
ent company, but at least I got 
through. 

I’m tired of punching ones 
and twos and threes. I want 
to stay on the line until a real 
person answers. Inadvertently, 
I’ve discovered that some-
times when I mess things up, 
I am sent to a human, so the 
company can find out what 
kind of nincompoop it’s deal-
ing with.

Thank God, He doesn’t ex-
pect us to go through all sorts 
of channels to allow us to get 
through to Him (unless you’re 
Catholic, when you have the 
Virgin Mary to deal with). No, 

all we have to do is to speak to 
God and He hears.

I just pray at some point He 
doesn’t switch to a computer 
system. Can you imagine? 

“If you want to ask God to 
heal your big toe, press 1...
If you want to thank God for 
your food, press 1,293...”

And how about the Book of 
Life being on a computer sys-
tem, and it crashes just as you 
enter the Pearly Gates? Now 
that’s scary. I’m having a hard 
enough time just typing on my 
computer.

In 1 Peter 5:7, God tells us 
to “cast all our cares on Him,” 
with no computer involved. 
Thanks to Him for a direct 
line!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.  

Reflecting on front porch memories 
 Do children 

still build toad 
frog houses, 
twirl a stick in 
a doodle bug 
house for it 
to come out 
because its 
house is on 

fire, play jack rocks and chase 
an old tire with a stick to keep 
it up? 

Does their imagination take 
them to the moon as they lay 
flat on their back with arms 
folded under their head and 
look up at the stars at night? 
Does the good guy always win 
in their world? 

I realize as I write those 
things that I sound more 
and more like my parents as 
they said “in my day...” Isn’t 
it wonderful that we have 
those special memories? I 
like to think of them as “front 
porch” memories. The kind 
that make you want to slow 
life down just a little, find 
that long front porch and 
an old Murraytown rocking 
chair and just simply “be” for 
a little while. 

The cicadas and all that 
noise during the summer 
night will be here soon, 
along with the tree frogs 
singing for rain and the 
whippoorwills making their 
mournful calls. I dearly 
love to hear those summer 
nighttime noises, but, Dear 
Lord, why didn’t Noah swat 
those two mosquitoes? I re-
ally don’t know that it would 
have upset the plan of salva-
tion to do that but then, what 
do I really know?

Years ago, I wrote something 
that I gave to my brother Keith 
and would like to share now 
with you. It’s entitled “Child-
hood Lost.” 

I’ve walked here before 
... years ago when feet were 
smaller and the path much 
longer than it is now. The 
house seemed much bigger 
and the big oak tree with my 
rope swing and plank seat 
has long since been cut down. 

They tell me the lightning 
killed it. That seems impos-
sible — nothing could kill my 
oak tree.

Where is the chinaberry 
tree we climbed in and 
played tree house? Where is 
the stable with the hayloft? 
We would dart in through 
the gate and up the ladder 
hoping the mules nibbling 
at hay would ignore us — 
Brownie and Blackie were 
their names; both dead now. 
It seems there was always at 
least one litter of kittens in 
the hay.

Across the fields, I look for 
the little girl and boy who ran 
barefoot, played and worked 
here. She with her long black 
hair flowing, little girl dreams 
of happily ever after, singing, 
giggling, growing into a young 
lady. He with flashes of mis-
chief, fun-loving, boy through 
and through. Where are they 
now?

Yes, I’ve walked here before, 
and the memories rush to 
meet me — happy memories 
of love and laughter, the little 
girl who never grew up — only 
older.

Life will always take those 
unusual, unexpected turns, 
and not always when it is most 
convenient for us or to our “lik-
ing.” I’m finding that as I grow 
older, that happens more and 
more. 

As a child growing up on 
that sandy farm in Floods 
Chapel, it seemed that all 
the world was in that small 
corner and stretched from 

Spring Hope to Wilson and on 
to Bailey, Middlesex, Zebu-
lon, Bunn and back with an 
occasional detour to Edward 
Best or Saratoga along the 
way, but Floods Chapel and 
Stanhope were the center of 
the universe. Our universe 
changes as children come 
into our life and all our hopes 
and dreams turn to them with 
the promise that “things will 
be better for you.” I’m not re-
ally sure that we have kept 
that promise. 

This will be my last column 
in The Enterprise. Most that 
I have written over the past 
two years have been sweet 
memories of a life well lived 
over a 76-year period.  I want 
to thank those of you who 
have stopped me in the gro-
cery store, come by the office 
or called from near and far 
distances to let me know how 
much you enjoyed this brief 
step back into a much simpler 
time. 

Putting thoughts and 
memories down in writing is 
the best therapy in the world 
for aging well — if there is 
such a thing. I will simply 
say in the immortal words of 
Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, 
“Happy trails to you, and may 
the Good Lord take a liking to 
you.” 

Jan Mills is The Enterprise’s 
customer service representa-
tive. Reach her at 252-478-
3651 and jmills.enterprise@
wilsontimes.com.  
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do 

not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over 

me. (Psalm 25:1-2)

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to trust that you are with us in all situa-

tions, especially in times of trouble. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

DONNA 
CROWE

JAN MILLS

I realize as I write those things that I sound 

more and more like my parents as they said 

“in my day...” Isn’t it wonderful that we have 

those special memories? I like to think of 

them as “front porch” memories. The kind 

that make you want to slow life down just 

a little, find that long front porch and an old 

Murraytown rocking chair and just simply 

“be” for a little while. 



Larry Finch
Sept. 19, 1946 — May 14, 2021 

BAILEY — Larry Finch, 74, died Friday, May 
14, 2021. Arrangements are by Joyner’s Funeral 
Home and Crematory, Wilson.

Mae Lamm
BAILEY — Mae Lamm, 79, of the Southern 

Nash High School community, died Monday, 
May 10, 2021. Arrangements are by Wilson Me-
morial Service.

Glennie Parrish Proctor
NASHVILLE — Glennie Parrish Proctor died 

Friday, May 7, 2021. Arrangements are by Shin-
gleton Funeral Home, Wilson. 

THE ENTERPRISE publishes brief death notices at no 
charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid ba-
sis. The obituary deadline is 4 p.m. Friday. Contact 
Lori Parrish at 252-265-7850 with questions.  

OBITUARIES
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Town recovering from water 
outage, gas shortage 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — 
While things have most-
ly returned to normal 
now, residents may have 
felt they were living 
through the apocalypse 
last week. 

They awoke May 12 to 
no water flowing from the 
faucet and no gas at the 
pumps.

A main line break along 
East Nash Street occurred 
the previous night due to 
wear and tear.

Town Manager Jae Kim, 
Mayor Buddy Gwaltney 
and Envirolink employees 
worked throughout the 
night to repair the line.

The break forced the 
town to shut off the water 
supply while repairs were 
made.

Even when workers 
fixed the pipe, it took time 

to fill the system and even 
longer before the water 
was deemed safe, with 
a boil-water advisory is-
sued. 

“It takes a little time,” 
Kim said.

Residents were already 
frustrated because all four 

gas stations in town had 
run out of fuel. Motorists 
filled their tanks in the af-
termath of a ransomware 
cyberattack that shut 
down a gasoline pipeline 
caused a statewide short-
age.

“I thought last year 

without toilet paper was 
bad, but no water and 
no gas, I’m shaking my 
head,” Felicity Dupree 
said as she left the local 
Food Lion store with a 
cart filled with the last of 
the water jugs. 

Store shelves were 
mostly empty of water 
jugs and bottles by May 
12. The Walmart in neigh-
boring Nashville also tem-
porarily ran out of bottled 
water.

Fuel supply trucks ar-
rived and the town lifted 
its boil water advisory 
Friday afternoon. Life 
began to creep back to 
normal. 

Spirits were lifted later 
in the day with the an-
nouncement from the 
governor’s office that the 
mandatory mask and so-
cial distancing orders in 
place for a year to combat 
the spread of COVID-19 
were being relaxed.  

Spring Hope police officers and firefighters stop traffic on 
Nash Street while workers repair a busted main water line 
on May 11. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

WWII pilot awarded Congressional Gold Medal 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — The service 
of a local World War II veteran in 
the Civil Air Patrol has been post-
humously recognized with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal.

The late 1st Lt. Jesse Coltrain 
served from 1942-43 at Coastal 
Patrol Base 21 in Beaufort, defend-
ing the Crystal Coast from Nazi 
submarines.

Coltrain, in his 40s during the 
war, went by the callsign Grand-
dad. His grandson Terry New-
ell — himself a retired Civil Air 
Patrol commander — accepted 
the honor on Coltrain’s behalf 
during a May 8 ceremony at the 
Rocky Mount-Wilson Regional 
Airport.

N.C. Wing Commander Col. Ed-
ward Angelovich presented Newell 
with the medal.

“First Lt. Coltrain was a mem-
ber of the Greatest Generation,” 
Angelovich said. “For any of you 
that are pilots today, how many 
of you would dare to take your 
single-engine plane and go 70 
miles — let alone go seven miles 
off the coast — without a place 
for an emergency landing? (Col-
train) and the rest of the founding 
members of Civil Air Patrol per-
formed the most amazing feats 
during these early days of World 
War II.”

Capt. Liz Dunster, commander 
of the Tar River Composite Squad-

ron, presented Newell and his 
wife Kay with a cockpit photo of 
Coltrain along with other memo-
rabilia. 

The Congressional Gold Medal 
is Congress’ “highest expres-
sion of national appreciation for 
distinguished achievements and 
contributions,” according to the 
U.S. House’s Office of the His-
torian. The award requires leg-
islation cosponsored by at least 
two-thirds of the House, or 290 
members. 

The Constitutional Congress 

bestowed the first such medal to 
George Washington. Other well-
known honorees include Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant, Orville and 
Wilbur Wright, Thomas Edison, 
Bob Hope, Walt Disney, Winston 
Churchill, Robert F. Kennedy, 
Gen. Colin Powell, Ruth and Billy 
Graham, Frank Sinatra, Mother 
Teresa, Rosa Parks, Pope John 
Paul II, Ronald and Nancy Reagan, 
Jackie Robinson, Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Coretta Scott King, 
Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and 
Bob Dole.  

Terry Newell and his wife Kay hold a Congressional Gold Medal and 
memorabilia recognizing Newell’s deceased grandfather, 1st Lt. Jesse Coltrain, 
for his World War II service in the Civil Air Patrol. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Nash communications manager racks up awards
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County’s communication 
manager earned eight 
awards in the annual 
statewide competition for 
local government com-
municators.

Jonathan Edwards, 40, 
who grew up in Spring 
Hope, won awards for 
programs spotlighting 
Nash County during the 
2021 Excellence in Com-
munications Awards 
put on by the N.C. City-
County Communicators, 
an association dedicated 
to local government 
communications em-
ployees’ professional 
development and net-
working.

“I am honored to have 
won eight awards,” Ed-
wards said. “I knew I 
had a good chance to 
win something, but I was 
surprised by the final 
number.”

Edwards thanked the 
Nash County Board of 
Commissioners, the 
county manager’s of-
fice and fellow employ-
ees.

“Everyone has been 
incredibly supportive of 

what I do,” Edwards said.
“Parks & Recreation, 

Nash County,” a parody 
video mimicking the 
popular NBC sitcom’s 
introduction with county 
employees talking about 
their jobs, won Edwards 
awards in the Public Ser-
vice Announcement and 
Best Use of Humor cat-
egories. 

The video, released 
on Facebook in May 
2020, received more 
than 1,500 likes, shares 
and comments while 
providing a needed 
touch of humor during 
the novel coronavirus 

pandemic.
Edwards also won or 

placed in the follow-
ing categories: Regular 
Programming for “Nash 
County Now,” Vid-
eography for “Fork to 
Farmer, Nash County” 
and “Ag Heroes: Sun-
burst Tomatoes,” Public 
Service Announcement 
for “Thank You, Facility 
Maintenance,” Promo-
tional Video for “We 
Are Nash County,” and 
Best Use of Humor for 
“Thank You, Facility 
Maintenance.”

Edwards has done an 
outstanding job, said 

Sandi Vick, the county’s 
information technology 
director.

“These awards are a tes-
tament to Jonathan’s tal-
ent, creativity and skill,” 
Vick said.

Edwards is a graduate 
of Southern Nash High 
School and East Caro-
lina University, where 
he studied broadcast 
communications. He 
worked at a commercial 
video production studio 
before joining the city 
of Greenville’s public 
information office. He 
began employment with 
Nash County in August 
2015.

Edwards has increased 
the county’s social media 
presence; implemented 
a new logo, brand cam-
paign and website; and 
developed original video 
programs for the county’s 
cable and YouTube chan-
nels.

Thirty cities, counties 
and towns participated in 
this year’s awards com-
petition with 170 entries 
across 27 categories. 
Nash County competed 
with cities like Raleigh 
and Fayetteville, counties 
like Wake and Cabarrus 
and towns like Fuquay-
Varina.  

Nash County Communications Manager Johnathan 
Edwards recently racked up eight honors in this 
year’s N.C. City-County Communicators Excellence in 
Communications Awards. Contributed photo
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Commissioners: No more driveways along busy roads 
By Ken Ripley
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
commissioners sent mixed sig-
nals on subdivision density ear-
lier this month, but they were 
firmly united in changing their 
policy on driveway access for 
busy county roads.

During its May 3 meeting, the 
county board sent a proposed 
subdivision request seeking a 
medium-density R-20 conditional 
use permit back to the planning 
board for further review after 
many residents complained, but 
approved another subdivision 
seeking the same type of change 
despite public opposition.

But the board first unani-
mously approved and then later 
stood firm in applying a text 
amendment to the county’s uni-
fied development ordinance that 
ends the regular use of waivers 
for subdivisions seeking drive-
way access onto county roads 
with traffic counts of more than 
1,000 cars per day.

Before hearing the rezoning 
requests, commissioners settled 
an issue they raised last month 
in how to deal with subdivision 
lots fronting on busy roads. 

The county UDO says lot front-
ages on the high traffic-count 
roads must be at least 200 feet 
rather than the normal lot front-
age of 100 feet. Until May 3, the 
ordinance allowed developers to 
request waivers that would allow 
100-foot lots on highways if two 
lots would share one driveway, 
which did reduce the number of 
driveways on those roads. 

But commissioners and plan-
ning staff decided the shared 
driveway approach was not 
adequate, so county planner 
Adam Tyson — backed by the 
planning board and technical 
review committee — submit-

ted an amendment to the UDO 
dropping the waiver provision 
altogether. The change means 
developers must either abide by 
the additional lot frontages on 
busy roads or locate the drive-
ways on interior roads within 
the subdivision.

County board Chairman Robbie 
Davis said the county was simply 
following state Department of 
Transportation standards.

Bobby Liverman of the DOT 
told the board, “The reduction 
in roadfront lots is a logical step. 
The idea of the shared driveway is 
better than single road driveways, 
but the reduction in lots will be 
safer and result in less accidents.”

Tyson told commissioners 
they still had the power to grant 
waivers on a case-by-case basis if 
they felt it necessary, but the or-
dinance change would eliminate 
the practice on a regular basis.

After the vote, the question 
arose whether the change would 
apply to requests already before 
the board or scheduled to be 
heard next month.

The board responded later in 
the meeting while hearing zon-
ing requests by denying all re-
quested waivers, requiring two 
developers to redraw their site 
plans to meet the highway front-
age requirements and sending a 
message to next month’s appli-
cants to revise their plans.

Commissioners weren’t as clear 
in their differing response to two 
subdivisions seeking rezoning 
that would allow more lots.

In the first hearing, the board 
heard a request from Four Sea-
sons Contractors to rezone an 
82-acre tract of land on the west 
side of Red Road and N.C. High-
way 43 on the town of Red Oak’s 
immediate western edge from 
A-1 agricultural to RA-20-CU 
medium density, which would 
reduce minimum lot sizes from 

40,000 to 20,000 square feet.
This would allow Four Sea-

sons to develop a 74-lot Jones 
Farm Subdivision. The subdivi-
sion would have 71 lots on in-
terior roads, with county water 
and septic tanks, exiting at one 
entrance onto Red Road.

Tyson said the technical re-
view committee and the plan-
ning board approved the subdi-
vision, but 11 residents, backed 
by as many more in the audience 
and claiming to represent 300 
people, asked commissioners to 
deny the rezoning request.

They worried about septic 
tank failure, complained about 
only one exit for the whole 
subdivision, warned of the pres-
sure on county services and 
schools, feared more crime and 
highlighted the increased traf-
fic and dangerous intersection, 
but their main objection was the 
reduction in lot sizes.

“None of us want to stand in 
the way of progress,” said Ned 
Clark, echoing other speakers, 
“but we do have an issue with 
the reduction of the lot size.”

“Once you start doing this, oth-
ers are going to be doing the same 
thing,” argued Gary Abernathy.

“We all understand the need for 
growth, but is this really the prece-
dent we want to set for their beau-
tiful area?” asked Kim Moore.

“I do not want to see Nash 
County become an R-20 bedroom 
community for all the boom that 
is coming,” Jim Harris said flatly.

After hearing from the public, 
commissioners backed away 
from the request.

Commissioner Marvin Ar-
rington said he shared the con-
cern about traffic. 

“That is a dangerous area,” he 
said. “That needs to be looked at.”

Commissioner Fred Belfield 
moved to table the request.

“I would like to send it back 

to the planning board and staff 
to see if they can’t work out a 
better position that will ease the 
opposition and at the same time 
have the developer be able to 
develop the plan,” he said.

The board unanimously voted 
to send the request back to the 
planning board, which drew au-
dience applause.

Commissioners were not so 
sympathetic to similar arguments 
from attorney Jane Finch and her 
niece Heather Finch when they 
strongly protested yet another 
subdivision in the Green Pond 
area near Bailey, where the board 
approved the 207-home Williams 
Grove subdivision last month.

Franklin Lamm requested a 
rezoning of 31.17 acres on the 
southeast corner of Needham 
Road and Whitley Road from 
R-40 single-family residential 
to RA-20-CU residential condi-
tional use to develop the 53-lot 
Whitley Crossing subdivision. 

The partially wooded and unde-
veloped area is immediately adja-
cent to the Williams Grove subdi-
vision, also zoned RA-20-CU.

“Nash County needs growth. I 
love southern Nash County, but 
I want it done right,” said Jane 
Finch. “We need to do planned, 
planned growth. We need to 
think about what goes next. 
There’s no way you can make 
every tract out there R-20.”

Heather Finch called the small 
lot subdivision “quick decisions 
for quick cash, which is really 
going to hurt us in the long run.”

Real estate agent Kay Mitch-
ell responded in defense of the 
project.

After noting that the median 
lot size in the U.S. is just over 
8,000 square feet, she said the 
country is roughly 4 million 
homes short. 

‘We do have a big demand,” 
she said. “The pandemic has 

pushed people out of the city. If 
the lots have to be bigger, that’s 
going to increase the cost of 
housing. Only the very wealthy 
will be able to afford houses in 
Nash County.”

After hearing all the argu-
ments, commissioners voted 
without discussion to approve 
the rezoning and grant the 
conditional use permit for the 
subdivision.

The board did, however, deny a 
waiver request affecting 10 lots in 
the new Jones Farm subdivision. 
A new sketch plan will have to be 
submitted redrawing those lots.

The other waiver denial was 
for the 71.1 acre Creekside Man-
or Subdivision on both sides of 
Selma Road and Hilliard Road 
south of Middlesex near the 
Nash-Johnston county line.

Joyner Keeny PLLC submit-
ted a proposed sketch plan to 
add 55 new lots to what was 
already a 33-lot subdivision in 
an R-40 zoning district. The zon-
ing didn’t change, but 13 of the 
new lots are along Selma Road, 
whose traffic count exceeds 
1,000 cars a day. 

The applicant sought a waiver 
to allow 10 of the lots to share a 
driveway, with three individual 
lots containing one driveway. 
Commissioners rejected the waiv-
er request, which will require the 
13 lots to be redrawn and reduced. 
The other 37 new lots are on inte-
rior roads and are unaffected.

In other business May 3, Sher-
iff Keith Stone presented meri-
torious service awards to mem-
bers of the county’s emergency 
management and communica-
tions staffs who responded to a 
deputy’s Nov. 26, 2020, acciden-
tal death to “show appreciation 
and recognize the outstanding 
service and superior perfor-
mance of duties under unusu-
ally difficult circumstances.” 

Attendance 
plans set for 
next school year
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — The 
Nash Everywhere Digi-
tal Academy is ready to 
launch for the 2021-22 
academic year, according 
to school officials.

The academy is a fully 
online program available 
to all students in kin-
dergarten through high 
school. 

In addition to the 
academy, the district 
announced in-person 
instruction will return 
to the regular seven-
hour daily schedule with 
full in-person instruc-
tion Mondays through 
Fridays, according to 
information provided 

by Christine Catalano, 
executive director of 
communications, plan-
ning and engagement 
for Nash County Public 
Schools.

The district is asking 
families to make a deci-
sion about how their stu-
dents will attend school 
during the 2021-22 
school year by filling out 
an instructional options 
survey by 5 p.m. Monday, 
May 24.

More information 
about both in-person and 
online programs as well 
as the 2021-22 instruc-
tional options survey is 
available on the district 
website at www.ncp-
schools.net. 

School district names 3 new adminstrators
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — The 
Nash County Board of 
Education has appointed 
three new school district 

administra-
tors. 

Monique 
Hargrove-
Jones is the 
district’s new 
executive 
director of 
elementary 
education, 

Sherri Wells is the new 
online learning coordina-
tor and Janet Morris is the 
new director of federal 
programs. The hiring an-
nouncements came during 
the Nash County Board 
of Education’s regularly 
scheduled meeting May 6.  

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Hargrove-Jones at-
tended Rocky Mount City 
Schools and graduated 
from Rocky Mount Senior 
High School in 1992. After 
attending UNC-Greens-
boro as a N.C. Teaching 
Fellows scholar, Hargrove-
Jones began her 24-year 
career in education as a 
kindergarten teacher at 
Fairview Elementary. 

While serving at Fair-
view, she achieved nation-
al board certification and 
was chosen as Fairview’s 
Teacher of the Year. She 

went on to earn a master’s 
degree in school adminis-

tration from 
N.C. State 
University in 
2012, begin-
ning her pur-
suit in leader-
ship. 

Hargrove-
Jones served 
the district in 
several capac-
ities, including 
school-based 
instructional 
coach, district 
lead instruc-
tional coach, 

assistant principal at 
Edwards Middle School, 
interim principal at O.R. 
Pope Elementary and 
finally, as principal of Fair-
view Elementary School, 
where she was named 
Nash-Rocky Mount Public 
Schools’ 2019-20 Principal 
of the Year in May 2019. 
She most recently served 
as the district’s early 
learning coordinator. 

“I am excited to con-
tinue my service in my 
hometown as Nash Coun-
ty Public Schools’ execu-
tive director of elementary 
education,” Hargrove-
Jones said. “It is my heart-
felt goal to support our 
elementary school leaders 
in their efforts for continu-
ous school improvement 
and our commitment to 
prepare all students for 

bright, prosperous fu-
tures.” 

ONLINE LEARNING

Wells is a product of 
Nash County Public 
Schools, a 1989 Southern 
Nash High graduate. She 
received her undergradu-
ate degree in elementary 
education from Atlantic 
Christian College, now 
Barton College, and 
taught in Nash County for 
14 years in several grade 
levels at Spaulding Ele-
mentary and Spring Hope 
Elementary. 

Wells continued her 
education and received a 
master’s degree in school 
administration from East 
Carolina University in 
2001. She earned national 
board certification in 
2003 and renewed that 
certification in 2013. 
Wells served as assistant 
principal at Spring Hope 
Elementary for seven 
years and completed 
seven years of service as 
Middlesex Elementary’s 
principal.

“Educating students has 
been my passion since I 
can remember,” Wells said. 
“I have always sought out 
opportunities to continue 
learning and challenge my-
self, even as an adult. The 
world of education is con-
stantly changing, so I stay 
eager to learn new things 

and implement anything 
(that) will potentially help 
students prosper and ensure 
success in their lives. I look 
forward to this new oppor-
tunity and continuing my 
service to the Nash County 
public school system.” 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS

Morris has more than 
20 years of experience in 
education, having served 
as Hertford County Public 
Schools’ federal programs 
director and most recently 
as director of accountabi-
ity services for Edgecombe 
County Public Schools. 

She received her gradu-
ate and undergraduate 
degrees from East Carolina 
University and has com-
pleted Six Sigma statistical 
analysis training as well as 
the Comer School Develop-
ment Leadership program 
through Yale University.

“I am so excited to join 
the Nash County Schools 
family and to serve in such 
an important role,” Morris 
said. “Federal programs 
help provide equitable, in-
novative, high-quality pro-
grams and services for our 
students — and I am com-
mitted to collaborating 
with district, school and 
community stakeholders 
to utilize these resources 
to their fullest potential.”

Morris has lived in 
Rocky Mount since 2007. 

Hargrove-
Jones

Morris

Wells

252-243-5151
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Winslow touts 
legislative record
From staff reports

With the N.C. General 
Assembly crossover ses-

sion wrapped 
up, Rep. 
Matthew 
Winslow, a 
Republican 
who repre-
sents Frank-
lin and parts 
of southern 

Nash County, has offered 
a recap of the bills he 
introduced, cosponsored 
and supported with his 
vote. 

“I’m pleased to say 
that all of my bills 
were able to be make it 
through the House with 
unanimous, bipartisan 
votes and have been sent 
to the Senate,” Winslow 
said.

• H.B. 297, titled DMV 
Deployed Armed Forces 
Exemption, would waive 
DMV penalties and fees 
of service members if 
their registration expires 
while on deployment. 
The bill also gives ser-
vice members up to 30 
days upon return to re-
new an expired license 
without penalty. Win-
slow is the bill’s primary 
sponsor. 

• H.B. 359, titled 
Driver Eligibility Certifi-
cation Waiver & Restore, 
would give temporary 
grace to students af-
fected by the COVID-19 
pandemic in regards to 
their learning situations 
and doesn’t penalize 
them for not meeting 
classroom standards 
so they can obtain or 
restore their driver’s 
license and/or permit. 
Winslow is the primary 
sponsor.

• H.B. 947, titled the 
GREAT Broadband 
Expansion Act, would 
allocate more than $750 
million to connect all 

100 counties in North 
Carolina to broadband 
internet access. The 
bill has the potential to 
leverage more than $1 
billion between state and 
local funding. Winslow 
cosponsored the legisla-
tion.

• H.B. 805, titled 
Prevent Rioting and 
Civil Disorder, would 
significantly increase 
penalties for inciting a 
riot that leads to death, 
engaging in riots and 
engaging in riots that 
result in physical harm 
to first responders. In-
dividuals whose person 
or property is damaged 
in a riot would be able 
to recover treble dam-
ages, court costs and 
attorneys’ fees. Winslow 
cosponsored the legisla-
tion.

• H.B. 324, titled En-
suring Dignity and Non-
discrimination/Schools, 
would prevent teachers 
or students from being 
taught that one race or 
gender is inherently 
superior to another race 
or gender, or that any in-
dividual, solely by virtue 
of his or her race or sex, 
should feel discomfort, 
guilt, anguish or any 
other form of psycho-
logical distress. Winslow 
voted in favor of the leg-
islation.

• H.B. 572, titled No 
Vaccine Mandate by 
EO, Rule or Agency, 
passed in the House 
with a bipartisan vote. 
This bill will protect 
North Carolinians’ right 
to decide what’s best 
for their health and 
prevents the executive 
branch from requiring 
a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion through executive 
order or administrative 
agency order. Winslow 
voted in favor of the 
legislation.  

Winslow

Nash Community College honors graduates 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash Community College 
kicked off its graduation 
celebrations on May 6 as 
the Electric Line Construc-
tion Academy students 
participated in a rodeo 
and graduation ceremony. 
Students practiced pro-
tected grounding, climb-
ing obstacles and hurt 
man rescue techniques.

On Thursday, NCC rec-
ognized associate degree 
nursing and veterinary 
medical technology gradu-
ates in an outdoor pinning 
ceremony held on cam-
pus. Twenty-two nursing 
graduates and six veteri-
nary medical technology 
graduates were honored.

The nursing graduates 
are now eligible to take 
the National Council Li-
censure Examination. Vet-
erinary medical technol-
ogy graduates are eligible 
to take state and national 
examinations adminis-
tered by the N.C. Veteri-
nary Medical Board.

In an outdoor ceremony 
on Saturday, NCC hon-
ored its adult high school, 
high school equivalency, 
degree, diploma and cer-
tificate graduates. 

“What a journey you, 
and we, have been on to 
get to this point,” Presi-
dent Lew Hunnicutt said. 
“Your perseverance to 
complete your program 
of study truly inspires 
me. You completed your 
coursework during a 
worldwide pandemic that 
continues to this day.”

Hunicutt congratulated 
the graduates on their 
achievement. 

“We have been fortu-
nate to watch you grow 
and blossom during your 
time at Nash Community 
College,” Hunnicutt said. 
“From the day you first 
came to campus and pos-
sibly were thinking ‘I don’t 
know if I can do this,’ to 
the time after your first 
semester or two when 

you began thinking, ‘I 
think I can do this…” to 
this special day. You are 
now, and forever will be, a 
Nash Community College 
Nighthawk.”

Rocky Mount native Kev-
in Jones delivered the key-
note address. Recalling the 
advice given by the speaker 
at his own graduation, 
Jones told the graduates 
that success would likely 
come when they find their 
advantages in the world. 

“There are three advan-
tages that each of you has 
as you gear up to leave your 
mark on your piece of the 
world: application of things 
you’ve learned, adaptability 
and attitude,” he said. 

Student Government 
President Kody Wooten 
shared encouraging words 
with the class of 2021. 

“We’ve all given up 
something to be here,” he 
said. “Some of us enrolled 
in college as a way to start 
over, escape a bad situa-
tion at home or chase a 
long-forgotten dream. 
When all else fails, al-
ways remember: with this 
achievement/degree, you 
have given yourself the 
best gift possible.

“You have given yourself 

the gift of a brighter fu-
ture,” Wooten continued, 
“but also the skills to per-
form and the knowledge 
to succeed in whatever 
you may find yourself 
faced with going forward 
in life. Never stop chal-
lenging yourself. Never 
give up or forget why you 
have done this. Set goals 
that are so big that you 
can’t achieve them until 
you become the kind of 
person who can. Seek 
novelty and knowledge 
and continue to grow 
beyond your limits. Try 
things outside your com-
fort zone. Pursue habits 
that push you to learn new 
things about the world 
and yourself.”

Looking ahead, NCC is 
enrolling students for the 
summer and fall semesters. 
New and returning students 
may register for the sum-
mer semester through May 
18. Summer classes begin 
on May 26. Fall semester 
registration ends Aug. 9, 
and classes begin Aug. 16.

The college will con-
tinue to offer in-person, 
online and virtual classes 
with additional employ-
ees and instruction being 
phased back on campus 
over the summer.

For more information, 
complete an interest form 
at www.nashcc.edu/info, 
visit www.nashcc.edu/
registration or call 252-
443-4011. 

A Nash Community College graduate receives her diploma during NCC’s outdoor 
commencement ceremony on Saturday. Contributed photo 

“We’ve all given up something to be 

here. Some of us enrolled in college 

as a way to start over, escape a 

bad situation at home or chase a 

long-forgotten dream. When all else 

fails, always remember: with this 

achievement/degree, you have given 

yourself the best gift possible. ”

KODY WOOTEN, student government president



From staff reports

For the second time in 
a week, the Hunt High 
varsity baseball team’s 
offense allowed it to 
remain atop the 3-A Big 
East Conference stand-
ings.

Using three hits each 
from seniors Cody Mer-
cer and Jarrett Aycock, 
the Warriors also par-
layed five strong innings 
from senior right-hander 
Chase Waddell into an 
11-7 victory at Southern 
Nash on Thursday night. 

The result enabled 
Hunt (4-4), winners of 
four of its last five out-
ings, to stay unbeaten in 
Big East play at 4-0 by 
cementing the second 
straight sweep of a con-
ference opponent. South-
ern Nash dipped to 3-3 in 
all games and 2-2 within 
Big East play.

Waddell kept the Fire-
birds’ potent offense at 
bay through five innings, 
allowing five hits and 
three runs, all earned. 
He struck out eight and 
walked three before 
turning the proceedings 
over to Aycock for the 
final two innings. There, 
Aycock allowed four hits 
in recording the final six 
outs. 

Southern Nash drew 
closer in the sixth on a 
three-run homer from 
senior outfielder Tanner 
Baker, and in the sev-
enth, picked up another 
run on a two-out Hunt 
error that scored sopho-
more Landen Baker. That 
brought the Firebirds to 
within the final score, but 
Aycock got senior Luke 
Coble to ground out to 
shortstop Blaize Keen to 

end it.
“He pitched well in 

spurts, it seemed like,” 
Hunt head coach Jon 
Smith said of Waddell. 
“Some innings, he kind 
of struggled. They swung 
the bat well sometimes, 
and then, he was able to 
get his breaking ball over. 
With his fastball locating, 
he pitched better. Obvi-
ously his home run was a 
big hit.”

Hunt’s offense pro-
duced 13 hits and used 
multi-run innings to build 
its cushion. The Warriors 
struck for four runs in 
the third, three in the 
fifth and four more in the 
top of the sixth, respond-

ing to an early deficit af-
ter Landen Baker took an 
0-1, one-out offering over 
the fence in center field 
in the bottom of the first.

However, the Warriors’ 
offense went to work 
against Firebirds starter 
Trey Mizzelle in the 
third. Freshman Caleb 
Maddrey singled and 
Keen’s double to center 
put a pair of Hunt run-
ners in scoring position. 
Getting a favorable 3-1 
count against Mizzelle, 
Waddell hit a grounder to 
the first-base bag to drive 
in a pair to put the War-
riors up 2-1.

Hunt kept the pressure 
on with one out via junior 

Jason Mercer’s run-scor-
ing single into right field 
that scored Aycock, who 
singled. Senior Cody 
Mercer’s bunt single al-
lowed freshman Nick 
Worrell to score, leaving 
the Warriors up 4-1.

Waddell effectively 
minimized the damage in 
the bottom of the third. 
The Firebirds, authors 
of nine hits, loaded the 
bases on a trio of one-out 
singles in succession by 
freshman Blake Strick-
land, Landen Baker and 
senior Isaiah Bland. 
Bland knocked in Strick-
land to cut the Hunt 
lead to 4-2, but after a 
full-count walk, Waddell 

recorded a strikeout and 
an unassisted grounder 
to junior Luke Dilda at 
first to end the threat.

The Warriors tacked 
on in the fifth. Following 
a one-out single from 
Aycock, Worrell and 
Mercer were plunked 
in consecutive plate ap-
pearances to load the 
bases. Aycock proceeded 
to score on a passed ball, 
while Mercer’s double 
into center field plated 
Worrell. Mercer attempt-
ed to score on the play, 
but was thrown out at 
the plate.

Sophomore Drew Wells 
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Ladybirds’ Robinson lands in goal for Louisburg
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7808

From the time she was put in 
goal during a recreation league 
soccer game as a youngster, 
Southern Nash High senior 
Kathryn Robinson knew that 
was the place for her.

After a stellar career at 
Southern Nash in which she 
was named to the All-Big East 
Conference team four times, 
Robinson is going to stay “be-
tween the pipes” after signing 
with Louisburg College of the 

National Junior College Athletic 
Association earlier this month. 

Robinson, who was named 
Big East Defensive Player of the 
Year as a freshman in 2018, said 
she wasn’t looking at colleges 
in terms of soccer, since she 
hadn’t received much recruiting 
interest. 

“I was kind of looking at N.C. 
State, because they have an en-
gineering program,” she said. “I 
wasn’t really specifically looking 
at any schools because of soc-
cer.”

But when Hurricanes head 

coach Chris Fresco offered her 
a chance to play at Louisburg, 
Robinson happily took advan-
tage of it.

“I really enjoy that it’s such a 
small school. It’s close to home,” 
said the daughter of Janet and 
William Robinson of Spring 
Hope. “It only takes like 20 min-
utes for me to get there.”

Robinson said she planned to 
major in engineering, although 
she’s not sure where her focus 
will be. She does know that on Southern Nash High senior Kathryn Robinson, center, sits with her 

parents, William, left, and Janet Robinson of Spring Hope after signing 
to play soccer at Louisburg College. Mark Cone | Contributed photoSee ROBINSON, Page 2B

Waddell, Hunt offense 
sweep Firebirds 

Hunt third baseman Jarrett Aycock (23) tags out Firebirds courtesy runner Mason Wells to end the bottom of the 
fifth inning during Thursday’s 3-A Big East Conference game at Southern Nash. The Warriors won 11-7 to maintain 
sole possession of first place. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 

See FIREBIRDS, Page 2B

Southern Nash 
notches bevy 
of 1st place 
showings 
From staff reports

WILSON — Both Southern 
Nash High track teams con-
tinued strong performances 
in 3-A Big East Conference 
tri-meets Thursday after-
noon by securing first-place 
performances at Fike High’s 
campus. 

The Firebirds produced 
double-digit wins on the boys 
side, with Brock Alford and 
Thomas Copeland deadlock-
ing for first place in the pole 
vault.

In the high jump, Darin Bai-
ley and T.J. Taybron shared 
first place.

Taybron did not share a first-
place effort in the long jump, 
while the tandem of Kelvin 
Hill, Lelyn Hernden, Darin 
Bailey and Logan Saunders 
prevailed in the 4x800 meter 
relay.

Double winners in individual 
events included Jalen Mc-
Calston in the 110-meter and 
300 hurdles as well as Xavien 
Smith in the 100- and 200-me-
ter dash.

Smith was key in short 
relay events, teaming with 
Justin Braswell, Copeland and 
Zyshone Pearce in the 4x100 
and 4x200.

Sean Johnson and Saun-
ders were first in the 400- 
and 800-meter runs, respec-
tively.

On the girls’ side, Chasity 
Hopkins was a double winner 
in field events, securing first-
place efforts in the shot put 
and discus.

Continuing the strength in 
field events, Lilley Clark was 
first in the high jump as Jermia 
Walker extended to a win in 
the pole vault.

In long distances, Mariah 
Pollard was first in both the 
800- and 1,600-meter runs.

SOUTHERN NASH 
ROUNDUP

See ROUNDUP, Page 2B

Warriors rally past Firebirds, take over Big East lead
From staff reports

WILSON — In a pandemic-
shortened baseball season with 
just one guaranteed playoff 
berth from the 3-A Big East 
Conference, the stakes are high-
er, as Hunt High varsity head 
coach Jon Smith reminded after 
his team rallied to beat South-
ern Nash 10-4 on May 11 at Sid 
Boyette Field.

“In this conference in this 
year, anytime you can win, 
that’s good,” Smith said. “Obvi-
ously in a shortened season, 
we’re just trying to keep getting 
better.”

He’ll take the conference wins 
with getting better, especially 
one that put the Warriors alone 
in first place at 3-0 in Big East 
play. Hunt, which improved to 
3-4 overall, rallied from a 3-0 
deficit after the top of the first 

inning to hand the Firebirds 
their first conference loss. 

Southern Nash, which fell 
to 3-2 overall, was coming off 
back-to-back wins against two-
time defending Big East cham-
pion Fike the week prior.

The Firebirds only managed 
four hits and failed to capitalize 
on four Hunt errors.

“We just told our guys, ‘That’s 
baseball, right?’” Southern Nash 
head coach Todd Brewer said. 
“We had a really good week 
last week. Last week, we found 
ways to win games and today 
we did the opposite. We made 
some mistakes we weren’t mak-
ing last week and that, obvious-
ly, helped Hunt out. They hit the 
ball and we just didn’t make the 
plays when we needed to.” 

May 11 was a hectic enough 
day for Brewer, who is also the 
girls golf coach at Southern 

Nash. He traveled to West End 
to coach Ladybirds freshman 
Mackenzie Gamble in the North 
Carolina High School Athletic 
Association 3-A championship 
and made it back just in time for 
the 7 p.m. first pitch.

The Firebirds didn’t waste 
any time putting Hunt starting 
junior left-hander Luke Dilda 
in a pickle. Senior designated 
hitter Matthew Hill stroked a 
one-out single in the top of the 
first before Dilda issued free 
passes to senior Luke Coble and 
sophomore Landen Baker, the 
Firebirds’ starting pitcher, to 
load the bases.

An infield error allowed Hill to 
score before senior Isaiah Bland 
roped a double to center field 
that brought in Coble and Baker 
to put Southern Nash ahead 3-0.

Southern Nash head coach Todd Brewer hands the ball to senior reliever 
Carson Beckham (8) following a pitching change in the bottom of the 
fourth inning of a May 11 game at Hunt. Firebirds second baseman A.J. 
High (14) is in the background. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise See WARRIORS, Page 2B
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Recreation department announces youth soccer scores 
For The Enterprise

Nash County Recreation & Senior Ser-

vices has announced soccer scores for 

games played May 6-8. 

Thursday, May 6
BOYS AGES 3-4

Fulford & Jones 7, Pirates 5
• Fulford & Jones: Eason Holly 5, Lane Brannan 2.
• Pirates: Davion Edmondson 3, Hendrix Cannon 1, 

Christian Pearce 1. 
BOYS AGES 11-13

Panthers 1, Hawks 1
• Panthers: J.T. Doyle 1.
• Hawks: Jeremiah Brown 1.
GIRLS AGES 11-14

Eagles 0, Lady Hawks 0

Friday, May 7
BOYS AGES 9-10

Bulldogs 7, Hawks 1
• Bulldogs: Joshua Lucas 4, Ayden Bartholomew 1, 

Zachary Burgess 1, Camden Laird 1.
• Hawks: Jordan Pendergrass 1.

COED AGES 14-16

Silver Knights 3, Eagles 1
• Silver Knights: Zaid Tovar 2, Camden Posey 1.
• Eagles: Edwin Hernandez 1.

Saturday, May 8 
BOYS AGES 3-4

Central Builders 4, Fulford & Jones 3
• Central Builders: Elias Sevilla 2, Bryce Eustice 1, 

Santy Sorcia 1.
• Fulford & Jones: Eason Holly 3.
Rushing Raptors 1, Tiny Titans 0
Tiny Titans 0 v Rushing Raptors 1
• Rushing Raptors: Individual scoring information not 

provided. 

GIRLS AGES 3-4

Lil Bits 8, Purple Daisies 5
• Lil Bits: Layton Efird 5, Serenity Jones 3.
• Purple Daisies: Nora Clark 5.
Lady Birds 10, Dragonflies 3
• Lady Birds: Yazmin Rangel 5, Addyson Costa 4, 

Hallie Hodges 1.
• Dragonflies: Adelaide Davis 3.
Girl Talk 10, RO Mulch Knightcrawlers 1
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 5, Maddox Taylor 5.
• RO Mulch Knightcrawlers: Addison Melvin 1.

BOYS AGES 5-6

Thundercats 4, Sapony Creek Apiaries 2
• Thundercats: C.J. Compton Jr. 2, Bentley Bales 1, 

Kyle Trull 1.
• Sapony Creek Apiaries: Michael Bass 2.
Mean Machine 8, Shark Attack 0
• Mean Machine: Cole Melton 5, Isaiah Gonzales 1, 

Caleb Laird-Baker 1, Brody Maynard 1.

GIRLS AGES 5-6

Lil Bits 2, Bears 1
• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 2.
• Bears: Eva Paine 1.
Lady Wolves 7, Rainbow Kickers 1
• Lady Wolves: Bree Rice 4, Kenzie Benson 2, Hannah 

Hasty 1.
• Rainbow Kickers: Brinley Hester 1.

BOYS AGES 7-8

Screaming Nachos 1, Shark Attack 1
• Screaming Nachos: Tyler Worsley 1.
• Shark Attack: Charlie Creech 1.
Wires Inc. 3, Minecrafters 2
• Wires Inc.: Rafeal Flores 3.
• Minecrafters: Andrew Lucas 2.
GIRLS AGES 7-8 

Top Notch Lawn Care 3, Red Oak Shark Shoot-
ers 2

• Top Notch Lawn Care: Anna Beth Morgan 2, Nia 

Leonard 1.
• Red Oak Shark Shooters: Carla Evans 1, Chandler 

Woodcock 1.
Storm 3, Sparkles 0
• Storm: Poppy Taylor 2, Layla Terry 1.

BOYS AGES 9-10

Bulldogs 7, Mean Green 3
• Bulldogs: Joshua Lucas 7.
• Mean Green: Santiago Vargas-Ugarte 2, Derrick 

High 1.
GIRLS AGES 9-10

Hornets 4, Girls on Fire 0
• Hornets: A’dia Cash 4
Avengers 1, Eagles 0
• Avengers: Individual scoring information not pro-

vides.
BOYS AGES 11-13

Strikers 1, Hawks 0
• Strikers: Maddox Chesser 1.
GIRLS AGES 11-14

Eagles 2, Flying Squirrels 0
• Eagles: Olivia Williams 2.
COED AGES 14-16

Silver Knights 3, Los Amigos 3
• Silver Knights: Jackson Parker 1, Zaid Tovar 1, Chris-

tian Vazquez 1.
• Los Amigos: Wyatt Earp 3.

the soccer field, her focus 
will be in goal. Robinson 
said she started playing 
soccer around age 7 and 
one game, she was hav-
ing trouble keeping her 
breath while running 
around on the field and, 
with her youth team short 
of players, her coach put 
her in goal.

“And then I just loved it 
from there on,” she said.

What does she like the 
most about playing goal-
keeper?

“First of all, it’s amazing 
not having to run across 
the field!” she said with 

a laugh. “It’s like I used 
to play, like, baseball 
and softball, so it kind of 
gave me a little bit of both 
worlds where I can use my 
hands and stuff.”

She’s been the anchor 
of the Ladybirds defense 
since her freshman sea-
son when Southern Nash 
finished 0-18 before go-
ing 9-9 her sophomore 
season. Southern Nash 
won five of the six games 
it played before the CO-
VID-19 pandemic shut 
down the 2020 season. 
This spring, the Lady-
birds finished 7-4 and 
in third place in the Big 
East.

“She’s just been like a 
rock for us,” said Robbie 
Kennedy, the Ladybirds 
head coach since 2019. “I 
knew she was good when 
I took over the soccer job. 
She’s been steady. ... In 
the game against Hunt 
(a 1-0 loss to the Big East 
champion), she made four 
or five unbelievable saves 
to keep us in it until the 
end.”

Robinson, who has 
played for Wilson Youth 
Soccer Association and 
North Carolina Football 
Club teams, said her 
strength is stopping shots, 
but she needs to improve 
on her ability to distribute 

the ball after the save.
“I’m better at making 

saves than say, like, put-
ting it to a specific per-
son,” she said.

Robinson is also in 
rare company as a girls 
soccer player at South-
ern Nash playing at the 
college level. The last 
Ladybird to do that was 
Leticia Cantera, who 
signed with Louisburg as 
a senior in 2016 before 
finishing her career at 
UNC Pembroke. Cantera 
helped Kennedy coach 
during the 2019 season.

“It’s awesome! I love it,” 
Robinson said. 

continued from page 1B

Robinson: ‘She’s just been like a rock for us’

lashed an RBI single into center field 
to plate Mercer, putting Hunt up 7-2. 
Smith credited Hunt’s approach at 
the plate with two outs and a more 
competitive demeanor even when 
striking out. The strikeout has been 
an issue for the Warriors this season, 
with Hunt going down on strikes 
seven times Thursday night. 

“We have been doing a little bit 
better,” Smith said of Hunt’s strike-
out rate. “Strikeouts are going to 
happen, it’s whether or not they 
are competitive at-bats. Early in 
the season, we were striking out 
with noncompetitive at-bats, and 
it seems like now even if we strike 
out — we had a couple tonight that 
were pretty quick,  noncompetitive 
at-bats — but for the most part, guys 

were fouling balls off and not chas-
ing balls out of the zone crazy and 
even when they strike out, it’s not a 
noncompetitive at-bat.”

Mizzelle was lifted after a two-
out walk to Dilda. He took the loss, 
working 4 2/3 innings and allowing 
nine hits. All seven of his runs were 
earned, while striking out three and 
walking two.

Southern Nash pulled a run back in 
its half of the fifth when junior Zyshone 
Pearce stole home, but Waddell caught 
courtesy runner Mason Wells on the 
back half of the play trying to swipe 
third for the final out of the inning.

Waddell aided his own cause in 
the sixth by launching his second 
homer of the year over the right-
field fence, a two-run shot. Keen 
preceded the blast by drawing a full-
count walk.

Hunt expanded the lead to 11-3 
with Aycock scoring on an error 
from senior Cody Mercer’s bat. 
Mercer later scored on a Wells dou-
ble to right field as part of a 2-for-4 
effort.

Aycock and Mercer each had 
three hits for the Warriors. Waddell 
was 2 for 5 and drove in four runs.

Landen Baker was 3 for 3 with a 
double and his first-inning homer 
for the Firebirds.

Score by innings:
Hunt  004 034 0 — 11
Southern Nash 101 013 1 — 7
WP-Chase Waddell 5 IP. 5 H, 3 R, 3 ER, 3 BB, 8 
SO. LP-Trey Mizzelle 4 2/3 IP, 9 H, 7 R, 7 ER, 2 
BB, 3 SO.
LEADING HITTERS — Hunt: Jarrett Aycock 
3-5, Cody Mercer 3-3, 2B, 2 RBI, Chase Wad-
dell 2-5, HR, 4 RBI, Drew Wells 2-4, 2B, 2 RBI, 
Blaize Keen 1-4, 2B; Southern Nash: Landen 
Baker 3-3, 2B, HR, RBI, Tanner Baker 1-3, HR, 
3 RBI.

continued from page 1B

Firebirds: ‘We have been doing a little bit better’

Firebirds split tri-match with 
Nash Central, Franklinton

In a precursor of conference 
battles beginning next season, the 
Southern Nash High wrestling team 
picked up unblemished 2-0 show-
ings from a quintet of grapplers in 
splitting a home triangular match 
with Franklinton and Nash Central 
on May 12. 

The Red Rams nudged the Fire-
birds 33-27 before Southern Nash 
dominated county rival Nash Cen-

tral by a 42-3 margin.
Luis Arellano, Jadel Davis, Jack-

son Wall, Trondrayl Newsome and 
Terence Raspberry posted 2-0 show-
ings for Southern Nash of the 3-A 
Big East Conference.

Red-hot Lady Warriors 
blank Ladybirds

WILSON — After dropping their 
first three matches, the Hunt High 
Lady Warriors owned a modest 
two-game winning streak after dis-
posing of Southern Nash 9-0 on the 
Hunt tennis courts May 12.

The Lady Warriors improved to 
2-3 overall, evening their 3-A Big 
East Conference mark to 2-2. All 
six of Hunt’s singles wins came in 
straight sets as Ali Parbst, Emma 
Johnson, Trista Waddell, Emerson 
Mills, Lilly Parbst and Kaley Gesell 
were victorious. 

Ali Parbst teamed with Johnson 
to win No. 1 doubles while Waddell-
Mills cruised to an 8-1 victory at No. 
2. 

Emma Godwin and Lilly Parbst 
pulled out a 9-7 win at No. 3 over 
the Ladybirds’ Anna Murray-Briana 
Garcia. 

continued from page 1B

Roundup: Southern Nash dominated county rival

“They swung the bats 
good. They’ve got some 
guys who can hit,” Smith 
said of the Firebirds. “Any-
time you get into deep 

counts with them, or be-
hind in the count, they’ve 
definitely got some guys 
who can swing it. That 
was dangerous territory 
for us.”

The Warriors got one of 

those runs back in the bot-
tom of the first when se-
nior Blaize Keen slapped 
a leadoff double and, two 
batters later, scored on 
senior Jarrett Aycock’s 
infield single. But the big-
ger inning for the Warriors 
awaited in the bottom of 
the third.

“Offensively, we just 
came through with some 
hits when we needed 
them, had some tough at-
bats and put some balls in 
play,” Smith said.

Keen drew a one-out 
walk and Aycock was 
intentionally walked to 
bring up freshman right 
fielder Nick Worrell. Bak-
er got two quick strikes 
on Worrell, but on the 
third pitch, a ball, Keen 
and Aycock executed a 

double steal. On the next 
pitch, Worrell punched 
a single to right field to 
bring in both runners and 
give Hunt the lead for 
keeps.

“That was a huge hit 
for us,” Smith said. “Nick 
has been working on his 
hitting in practice, using 
his hands. He’s a talented 
freshman who’s already 
had a couple of big hits for 
us early in the season.”

However, Hunt wasn’t 
done. After a walk to 
Jason Mercer, an infield 
error by Southern Nash 
allowed Worrell to score, 
then a single to center by 
the sophomore designated 
hitter brought in Mercer 
with the fourth run of the 
inning.

Brewer pointed to Wor-

rell’s two-out, two-strike 
single as the turning point 
in the game.

“I really, really liked our 
chances (to win before 
Worrell’s hit),” he said. 
“And then the inning be-
fore that, I kind of ran us 
out of the inning. Base-
ball’s one of those games 
where little things can 
turn into big things.”

Firebirds second base-
man A.J. High was thrown 
out at the plate in the top 
of the third before the in-
ning concluded with cour-
tesy runner Nathan Kiger 
caught stealing.

The Warriors took 
control in the bottom 
of the fourth with four 
more runs. Jason Mercer 
and Cody Mercer each 
knocked run-scoring 

singles in the frame. Each 
team added a run in the 
sixth inning.

The Warriors rapped 
nine hits off three Fire-
birds pitchers with Jason 
and Cody Mercer each 
accounting for two hits. 
Bland’s 2-for-3 showing 
led the Firebirds.

Dilda lasted four in-
nings, long enough to get 
the win, his second with-
out a loss, while Baker 
exited after three innings. 
He dropped to 2-2.

Score by innings:
Southern Nash 300 001 0 — 4
Hunt 104 401 x — 10
WP-Luke Dilda (2-0) 4 IP, 3 H, 3 R, 
2 ER, 3 BB, 4 SO. LP-Landen Baker 
(2-2) 3 IP, 4 H, 5 R, 3 ER, 4 BB, 6 SO.
LEADING HITTERS — Southern 
Nash: Isaiah Bland 2-3, 2B, 2 
RBIs. Hunt: Jason Mercer 2-3, 
3 R, 2 RBIs; Nick Worrell 1-3, 2 
RBIs; Cody Mercer 2-4, RBI.

Warriors: ‘Baseball’s one of those games where little things can turn into big things’
continued from page 1B
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Daniel’s prayers show power of gratitude over fear 
Thank 

God 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church is 
getting its 
older and 
missing 
members 
back and 

we are getting closer to 
opening up completely. 
In just a couple of short 
weeks, we will start our 
Sunday school classes 
again. We are so excited. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
presented to glorify God 
by JoAnn Blankenship in 
loving memory of all the 
COVID-19 victims.

Special music: Jane May 
performed a piano solo.

Pastor’s message: “The 
Character Quality of In-
tegrity is Honesty,” with 
Scripture from various 
verses. 

Bible verse for the 
month of May: Hebrews 
11: 6.   

PEACE INSTEAD OF PANIC

My devotionals this 
week are “To Help Ease 
Fear, Stress and Anxiety” 
and “Finding Peace When 
We’re Tempted to Panic,” 
by Lisa TerKeurst. Below 
is an excerpt from the sec-
ond devotional.

“When Daniel knew 
that the document had 
been signed, he went to 
his house where he had 
windows in his upper 
chamber open toward 
Jerusalem. He got down 
on his knees three times a 
day and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as 
he had done previously.” 
— Daniel 6:10, ESV.

“That’s why I’m so 
thankful for the example 
set by Daniel in Scrip-
ture. Daniel 6:1-15 gives 
us such a clear picture of 
what we can do when all 
that feels safe and secure 
in our lives begins to come 
under attack.

“In Daniel 6:10, Dan-
iel has just learned that 
anyone caught praying 
to someone besides King 
Darius will be thrown into 
the lions’ den. Can you 
imagine the level of fear, 
anxiety and stress this 
edict could have stirred up 
in Daniel? He easily could 
have found himself in a pit 
of despair before he ever 
came close to that pit full 
of lions. But Daniel’s reac-
tion is amazing.

“Daniel goes home, 
throws his windows open 
and prays anyway. I won-
der: How he could have 
been so brave? And do 
you know what he chose 
to pray?

“‘God, save me!’
“‘God, it’s not fair!’
“‘God, this is too much!’
“‘God, smite my enemies 

and wipe them out!’
“No. None of the above.
“Daniel 6:10b tells us 

Daniel spoke prayers of 
gratitude. ‘He got down 
on his knees three times a 
day and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as 
he had done previously.’

“Since Daniel’s response 
is so opposite of the way 
most of us would react, it 
makes me stop and pon-
der. And what I discovered 
are three powerful truths I 
want us to both remember 
and live out.

“1. Thankfulness must 
become a habit.

“Our initial responses 
are usually a byproduct 
of the rituals we’ve estab-
lished in our lives. Since 
gratitude-filled prayers 
were Daniel’s reaction, 
that tells me gratitude and 
trust in God were front 
and center in Daniel’s 
heart. Daniel was able to 
give thanks, even in the 
midst of uncontrollable 
circumstances, because it 
was a habit he’d already 
formed in his life.

“2. Fighting fear, stress 
and anxiety begins the 
moment we start giving 
thanks.

“Being a thankful per-
son seemed to help Daniel 

combat all three of these. 
Never once does the story 
mention Daniel trying to 
hide. He didn’t set about 
trying to control or ma-
nipulate his situation. He 
simply threw his windows 
open and prayed where 
anyone and everyone 
could see.

“This wasn’t Daniel liv-
ing in denial of his circum-
stances. This was Daniel 
turning to God in the midst 
of his circumstances.

“3. We can’t always fix 
our circumstances, but we 
can fix our eyes on God.

“Daniel’s posture dur-
ing prayer is revealing. 
First, we see Daniel was 
praying toward Jerusa-
lem — a posture based on 
King Solomon’s words in 
1 Kings 8:35-51 during the 
temple dedication. Daniel 
knew where his help and 
his hope came from — it 
came from God, and God 
alone.

“Daniel’s deep level of 
trust is also revealed in 
that he was kneeling as 
he prayed. Prostration is 
a sign of both self-aware-
ness and God-awareness. 
(1 Kings 8:54, Ezra 9:5, 
Luke 22:41, Acts 7:60) It’s 
an act of deep humility. 
We may not always be 
kneeling when we pray, 
but we can always choose 
the posture of Daniel’s 
heart.

“We need to ask the 
Lord to help us humbly 
and gratefully fix our 
eyes on Him instead of 
fixating on our problems 
today. And let’s allow 
Daniel’s life to be proof to 
our hearts that the words 
of Isaiah 26:3 are indeed 
true: God is able to keep 
in perfect peace those 
whose minds are fixed on 
Him, because they trust in 
Him.” 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• Sunday school will be-
gin at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 6.  

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Bob and I, my sister 
Margaret and her hus-
band Eddie met a cousin 
of ours, Jaclyn Robertson, 
and her husband Tom 
Koanui, of Springfield, 
Oregon, in Butner on 
Sunday. We had lunch and 
caught up on family. We 
had never met Jackie and 
Tom. Jackie’s grandfather, 
Charles Robertson, is 
our dad Jake Robertson’s 
brother. Great visit. 

• Momeyer Baptist 
Church, 4967 Momeyer 
Way, will hold a blood 
drive from 3-7 p.m. on 
Monday, May 24. 

• Ephesus Baptist 
Church will present a 
Family Movie Night on 
May 28. Movies are shown 
the last Friday of every 
month. This is an outdoor 
event, weather permitting.

• A county blood drive 
will be held from 3-7 p.m. 
June 9 at the Spring Hope 
Community Building, 104 
Community St.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-
bara Privette, Dorothy 
Nelson and Rudy and Gail 
Brantley.

•Randell Whitley, Don-
nie Patterson, Hal Wash-
ington and Brenda Foster 
need our prayers.

*Delcie Wakefield and 
Pastor Bill Wakefield are 
recovering at home.

*Ronnie Matthews, Au-
drey Farmer and James 
Tharrington are home 
recovering.

*Janie Joyner, Bill Nel-
son and Joyce Brinkley 
are undergoing treatment.

• Norman Whitley is re-
covering from surgery.

• Joan Eason is home 
recovering from surgery.

• Jon Anglemeyer, 
friend of Nikki Scott, 
needs our prayers. Jon, a 
father of two, needs a kid-
ney transplant.

• All organ donors need 
our prayers.

• Amy and Robert Sykes 
are at home recovering 
slowly.

• Jeannie Bennett’s 
daughter, Nikki Scott, is 
recovering from surgery.

• Marta Whitehouse 
needs our prayers. Marta 
has completed her first 
treatment.

• Birthday blessings to 
Sandra Breedlove (May 

19) and Ann Browder 
(May 22).

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 

please let me know on 
Saturdays the week before 
the events. I will need your 
news no later than 2 p.m. 

on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

252-243-5151

Have Fun & Be  

Creative
Reusing your newspaper  

to make artistic projects can be fun!

The Enterprise
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Reward paid after arrest in businessman’s killing 
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Team Cold Case has paid 
a cash reward to an anon-
ymous tipster whose in-
formation led to an arrest 
in the murder of Johnny 
Cunningham.

Michael Edward Palmer, 
42, faces a charge of first-
degree murder in the April 
8 shooting death of John-
ny Cunningham, 60, at his 

home in the Battleboro 
community near Rocky 

Mount.
“Citizens 

are step-
ping up,” 
said retired 
Gen. Arnold 
Gordon Bray, 
chairman of 
Team Cold 

Case. “The collective ef-
forts of the citizens of 
the Tri-County Corridor, 

responding to consistent 
pleas from Team Cold 

Case ads via 
WHIG-TV 
and Fight-
ing Crime on 
Facebook, 
provided 
addition-
ally needed 
information 

for the arrest and charge 
of the alleged murderer 
of Mr. Johnny Cunning-

ham.”
The Edgecombe County 

Sheriff’s Office, aided by 
the Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office and the Rocky 
Mount Police Department, 
arrested Palmer on May 
12. 

Information needed to 
arrest Palmer resulted 
from coverage of the case 
by “The Kay Files” on 
WHIG-TV and the Fight-
ing Crime and Who’s 

Wanted blog and Face-
book page, media partners 
of Team Cold Case. 

While Cunningham’s 
killing wasn’t a typical 
cold case, the response 
was through the auxiliary 
efforts of “Hot and Now” 
cases advertised in coor-
dination with law enforce-
ment to prevent additional 
Cold Cases. 

Team Cold Case is a 
nonprofit organization 

that enables people to 
report serious crime and 
aids law enforcement in 
solving cold missing per-
son or murder cases with 
monetary rewards, while 
keeping tipsters anony-
mous. 

For more information 
or to make a tax-exempt 
donation to Team Cold 
Case, email info@ncfight-
ingcrime.com or call 252-
407-1111.  

Cunningham Palmer

VICTORY GARDEN GAL

What should I add to my emergency survival kit? 
Special 

public 
service 
announce-
ment: 
Please 
come to 
the public 
forum to 
provide 

input for Spring Hope’s 
green space next to 
the Library Depot. The 
Economic Development 
Board wants public in-
put for what the town of 
Spring Hope would like 
to see added to the green 
space downtown. Mark 
your calendar, bring a 
friend and come to the 
Community Center at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 
25. 

I grew up in a small 
town in north-central 
Texas. Several of my 
friends were hunters, but 
most were not. A few of 
my friends had farmers 
in their family, but most-
ly my friends were typi-
cal urban kids from fami-
lies who rarely camped 
and enjoyed watching 
MTV (when “Music Tele-
vision” just played music 
videos).

Last week was oddly 
like 2020. I couldn’t find 
gas for three days and 
counting. As of this writ-
ing, I still haven’t found 
any gas and my tank is 
almost empty. On top 
of that, our town’s main 
water line broke and we 
were without water for 
almost two days. Very 
inconvenient, but the 
temperature outside was 
tolerable and we still 
had electricity. The lack 
of water was not life-
threatening, just uncom-
fortable.

It seems to me that we 
are experiencing more 
disruptions to our lives 
than what we’ve seen in 
the past. Strange viruses 
that won’t go away, un-
usual and frequent short-
ages, many people are 
working remotely and 
people are wearing masks 
everywhere — even while 
in the bank. These are just 
some of the things I could 
never imagine when I was 

becoming an adult in the 
1980s.

In 1987, I thought the 
ultimate cool person 
would have a high-pow-
ered executive job, drive 
a foreign car and have 
a closet full of designer 
clothes and shoes to 
match.

Since I’m at home with 
no way to leave, I’ve been 
thinking that the ultimate 
cool person would know 
how to hunt, have access 
to clean water, not need 
gas for a car and have 
shoes comfortable enough 
to walk several miles to 
get to the store. I think 
having a sustainable life, 
even in times of commu-
nity breakdown or natural 
disasters, would be highly 
satisfying.

I don’t want to be an 
extreme person whose 
goal is to be off-the-grid. 
I would like to be the 
person who can live, and 
live well, when the grid is 
disrupted.

Since I’m a list-maker, I 
started my list. 

1. Become a hunter — I 
scratched that off and 
amended it to “Become 
friends with a hunter.” 
I don’t mind guns, but 
I don’t want to be out 
when the weather is 
bad. 2. Buy a generator. 
Generators need gas (I 
think).

3. Have a gas tank — not 
sure how that would work, 
environmentally. 

4. Have water storage.
After preparing my 

well-thought-out list, I was 
sharing my thoughts with 
a new friend. He boiled 
my brilliant survival list 
to this: Go buy an RV. It 
seems I don’t really want 
to be a survivalist; I want 
to go glamping (a port-
manteau of “glamorous” 
and “camping”). 

Since some other person 
has already figured out 
how to live comfortably, 
part-time, without the 
grid, I can stop trying to 
figure out how to have a 
gas tank stored behind 
my house. Although, I do 
think becoming friends 
with a hunter and find-
ing comfortable walking 
shoes are still worthy 
goals.

I also still feel that being 
prepared for emergencies 
is important for myself 
and my family. Having ex-
tra water or access to wa-
ter is great when the un-
expected occurs. Putting 
back a little at a time now 
will avoid the rush and 
confusion when a staple 
item is announced to be in 
short supply — does “no 
toilet paper” ring a bell for 
anyone?

Last week reminded 
me of my grandmother’s 
advice to me when I was 
much younger.

1. Always carry some 
“mad” money, which 
means have $100 tucked 
in your wallet for emer-

gencies — not checks or 
plastic, just a Ben Frank-
lin behind your photos. 
2. Don’t let your gas tank 
go below half (I wish I 
would have heeded this 
advice).

3. It doesn’t cost any-
thing to be nice. Words 
of wisdom from some-
one who built a great 
life.

My grandmother knew 
how to stretch a dollar. 
Several times a week, if 
you stopped by, she’d have 
a pot of beans cooking 
and could have cornbread 
ready in a flash. She could 
feed just me or a crowd, 
and it was always deli-
cious.

This week, I’m start-
ing a survival tote and 
putting rice, dried beans 
and bouillon cubes in it. 
These are economical, 
easy to store and easy 
to prepare into meals 
that can be made over 
a campfire or on a grill 
if your electricity is not 
available.

Also, in my tote, I’m put-
ting emergency candles 
and matches. I’ll be add-
ing in a little each week, 
so send me your ideas of 
what should be added and 
why.

Happy planting! 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Grandma Coleman’s Pinto Beans

Rinse your pinto beans, preferably the 

night before cooking. Fill the pot with 

water to cover the desired amount of 

beans with 3-4 inches of water. Soaking 

overnight is not mandatory, but it will 

take some of the “toot” out of them.

In the morning, pour o! the soaking wa-

ter (you can use this in your victory gar-

den) and set aside. Take a Dutch oven 

or large pot and pour 1 tablespoon of oil 

in the pan. Add a small chopped onion, 

chopped green chilies (1 small can or 2-3 

fresh chilies chopped) to oil and let them 

soften for about 5 minutes. Add beans, 

enough water to cover about 3-4 inches 

(usually about 6-8 cups of water), 4 

bouillon cubes, 2 bay leaves, a sprig of 

rosemary (optional) and salt and pepper 

to taste.

Bring to a low boil, cover and reduce 

heat to a simmer. Add water if beans 

become uncovered. Stir occasionally 

and continue to cook for about 2 hours. 

Once tender, mash a little with potato 

masher until desired consistency is 

reached. Mash very little for more clear 

broth beans, mash more for a thicker 

bean soup.

Add cornbread and/or rice and you have 

a hearty meal that is delicious and fill-

ing. 

SANDY CROSS NEWS

Coopers Miracle Park opens; high school plans senior parade
The “Under The 

Big Top” children’s 
revival was held at 
Kingdom Interna-
tional Church last 
week. The Men’s 
Fellowship gathered 
on Saturday morn-
ing to build a deck 
for someone in the 

community. 
On Mother’s Day, all mothers 

were given beauty products and 
carnations. The worship team led 
in several selections followed by 
an exhortation from Pastor Daniel 
Moss. 

Morning worship is held at 10 
a.m. on Sundays. On Tuesday 
nights, Traci Holloman teaches 
the “Overcomers” class in the 
brick building on campus at 7 
p.m.  Wednesday night Bible study 
and youth groups meet at 7 p.m.

Vaughan’s Chapel Church hon-
ored 15 ladies with a red rose on 
Mother’s Day. Gene Holland will 
continue with the Revelation Bible 
study at 6 p.m. on Sundays at the 
church. All are welcome.  

Vaughan’s Chapel has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. and morning wor-

ship at 11 every Sunday. Pastor is 
the Rev. Reuben Batchelor along 
with his wife, the Rev. Marie Batch-
elor.

Coopers Miracle Park held its 
grand opening on Saturday with the 
invocation and prayer led by Pastor 
Daniel Parker of Christian Fellow-
ship Church. Pastor Parker gave an 
installment in the series “Doorways 
to Destiny” on Sunday. The church 
received new members in the ser-
vice and also honored its Servants 
of the Month.  

Sandy Cross United Methodist 
Church holds morning worship 
each Sunday with Pastor Eric Pack-
ard at 10 a.m. The church’s Meth-
odist Women’s Group held its end-
of-season meeting last week with 
a DIY spa. Meetings will resume in 
September.

Students at Coopers Elementary 
School have raised chicks this 
spring. The school recently held a 
50/50 raffle as a fundraiser. Con-
gratulations to Patricia Jackson, 
who was named winner of the 
raffle.  

Southern Nash High School hon-
ored its student resource officer, 
Deputy Sherrod, on Thursday. The 

Music Club held a canned food 
drive and collected 1,022 items to 
share with families. Thank you for 
your support.  

A senior parade is planned at 1 
p.m. Saturday, May 22. You can-
check the school’s Facebook page 
for the parade route. 

Chag Shavuot Sameach (Happy 
Feast of Weeks) to our Jew-
ish readers who celebrated last 
weekend.  Shavuot is the holiday 
in which Moses received the law 
from God on Mount Sinai. To 
Christians, Shavuot is the same 
day as Pentecost.  

This week’s Bible verses are from 
Psalm 122:6-7: “Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
that love thee. Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy 
palaces.”

Quote of the week: “We cannot 
solve our problems with the same 
thinking we used when we created 
them,” usually attributed to Albert 
Einstein. 

Emily Sills writes a weekly column 
on happenings in the Sandy Cross 
community. Email her at emilysill-
snews@aol.com.  

EMILY 
SILLS
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NORTH CAROLINA
BEAUFORT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE REMOVAL 
OF APPROXIMATELY 8 GRAVES 
FROM US 17 FROM WASHING-
TON BYPASS NORTH OF NC 
171 TO MULTI-LANES SOTH OF 
WILLIAMSTON LOCATED ON 
PROPERTY NOW OR FORMERLY 
OWNED BY JAMES L. HODGES, 
JR., IN BEAUFORT COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA, STATE PROJ-
ECT/WBS NO. 35494.2.1, TIP NO. 
R-2511, PARCEL 072.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the known 
and unknown relatives of SAMY 
FAULKNER, H. RAY FAULKNER, 
SAMUEL A. WOOLARD, CAR-
RIE WOOLARD, M. DAVID BOYD, 
DORA FERNE, JASON HOLT 
BOYD, DAVID REID BOYD and 
next-of-kin, PAT GALLAGHER AND 
EVELYN GALLAGHER located on 
property now or formerly owned by 
James L. Hodges, Jr., and located 
in Beaufort County, North Carolina, 
found within the right of way of State 
Project/WBS No. 35494.2.1, TIP No. 
R-2511, Parcel 072; that said grave 
is located approximately at the cen-
terline of Survey Line -L- Lt. 168+75 
to 169+50, Beaufort County, North 
Carolina; the name of the known 
deceased persons to be moved are: 
Samy Faulkner, H. Ray Faulkner, 
Samuel A. Woolard, Carrie Woolard, 
M. David Boyd, Dora Ferne, Jason 
Holt Boyd and David Reid Boyd; 
that the Department of Transporta-
tion has been unable to ascertain 
the closest next of kin; that the 
subject graves to be moved will be 
relocated and re-interred to Oakdale 
Cemetery; that a complete record of 
where the 8 subject graves of Samy 
Faulkner, H. Ray Faulkner, Samuel 

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

General Services

Home Repairs

Public Notices

JOBS

Statewides

New FTCC. Fayetteville Technical
Community College is now accept-
ing applications for the following po-
sitions: Admissions Evaluator. Suc-
cess Coach. Director of Student
Success and QEP. For detailed in-
formation and to apply, please visit
o u r e m p l o y m e n t p o r t a l a t :
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/
Human Resources Office Phone:
( 9 1 0 ) 6 7 8 - 7 3 4 2 . I n t e r n e t :
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Statewides

Miscellaneous Become a Pub-
lished Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehens-
ive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
5 7 5 - 3 0 1 8 o r v i s i t
h t tp : / /dor rance in fo .com/press

Health Services Direct Pickup
Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and
denied, our attorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC Prin-
cipal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scrant-
on PA 18503

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-844-938-
0700

Misc/Sale DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avai lable.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-877-920-7405

Statewides

Home Improvement
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call:833-987-0207

Miscellaneous Donate your car,
truck or van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a business. Call Patriotic
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE
pick-up. Max tax-deduction. Operat-
ors are standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

Miscellaneous Attention: Auto In-
jury Victims. If you have suffered a
serious injury in an auto accident,
call us! Our attorneys have the ex-
perience to get you the full com-
pensation you deserve! Call Now:
844-545-8296

Donʼt let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-618-
0918

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFi l ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estim-
ate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-649-1190

Help Wtd./Drivers
CWS- Owner Operators CDL Class
A. 1 year driving experience. Dedic-
ated round trips paid weekly paid
per mile, regular home time. Call 1-
800-832-7036 ext 1626

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages
50 to 80). No medical exam. Afford-
able premiums never increase. Be-
nefits never decrease. Policy will
only be cancelled for non-payment.
833-380-1218

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUN-
NING OR NOT!! FAST FREE
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction.
Support United Breast Cancer Fdn
programs. Your car donation could
save a life. 888-641-9690

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal Ac-
tions! Speak to a Professional Attor-
ney and Get the Help You NEED!
Call NOW 844-404-0601

Become a published author! Public-
ations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-
855-658-2057

Become a published author! Public-
ations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-
855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-888-660-1252

Attention Active Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new career and
earn your Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 877-354-3499

Misc/Sale OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. No deliver-
ies. The All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 888-912-3728

Miscellaneous Life Alert. 24/7. One
press of a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you
can't reach a phone! FREE Bro-
chure. CALL 844-902-2362

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand. Anytime, anywhere. Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
548-9839

Statewides

A. Woolard, Carrie Woolard, M. Da-
vid Boyd, Dora Ferne, Jason Holt 
Boyd and David Reid Boyd will 
be re-interred will be on file with 
the Register of Deeds of Beaufort 
County, North Carolina. You are 
further notified that there are 8 
graves found at centerline of Sur-
vey Line -L- Lt. 168+75 to 169+50 
being moved and the Department 
of Transportation will be respon-
sible for all reasonable expenses 
pertaining under the provisions of 
North Carolina General Statute § 
65-l06 and that the removal will 
begin after this notice has been 
published once a week for four 
consecutive weeks over a period of 
thirty (30) days in The Enterprise in 
Beaufort County, North Carolina.

This the 4th day of May, 2021.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TION
By: Heather Fulghum
Manager of Right of Way

Lisa B. Finkelstein
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Publication Dates in The Enter-
prise: 

May 8, 2021
May 15, 2021
May 22, 2021
May 29, 2021
The Enterprise
May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2021

The Enterprise
Job seekers’ yellow brick road

CLASSIFIEDS

Woman 
sentenced in $2 
million tax scam
From staff reports

A federal judge has 
sentenced a Rocky 
Mount woman convicted 
of defrauding the govern-
ment out of more than $2 
million in tax payments. 

Priscilla Evans, 65, 
conspired with others to 
file false tax returns for 
clients of Community 
Tax Services during the 
2011-16 tax years, G. 
Norman Acker III, act-
ing U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of North 
Carolina, said in a recent 
press release.

Evans pleaded guilty in 
July. She was sentenced 
last week in a New Bern 
federal courtroom. 

In addition to the pris-

on sentence, U.S. District 
Judge Louise W. Flana-
gan ordered Evans pay 
$229,000 in restitution.

Evans and her co-
conspirators filed tax 
returns that claimed false 
education credits, among 
other illegitimate items, 
in order to fraudulently 
generate clients’ tax re-
funds, according to court 
records.

The three-year scam 
resulted in a loss of more 
than $2 million in tax dol-
lars, according to a state-
ment from the Internal 
Revenue Service, which 
assisted with the investi-
gation.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Ethan Ontjes prosecuted 
the case.  

Rocky Mount’s top cop, firefighter named
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
senior city police officer 
and fire department cap-
tain have been named 
this year’s top cop and 
firefighter by a local civic 
organization that’s been 
bestowing such awards 
since 1991.

Senior Police Officer 
Cameron McFadden of the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment and Capt. Brad-
ford Price of the Rocky 
Mount Fire Department 
received the honor of po-
lice officer and firefighter 
of the year from the Rocky 
Mount Luncheon Lions 
Club.

This year, the Luncheon 
Lions Club joined forces 
with the Evening Lions 
Club and became one 
chapter to present the 
award for outstanding and 
dedicated police and fire 
service to the city of Rocky 
Mount and surrounding 
communities.

McFadden began his 
career with the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-
ment in 2014. He is as-
signed to the Special 
Operations Division as 
a member of the Gang 
Intelligence and Violent 
Offenders Unit. He is 
also a member of the 
N.C. Gang Investigators 
Association, serving as 
the Region 7 gang coor-
dinator, a position that 
covers 22 eastern North 
Carolina counties. 

“Senior Police Officer 
McFadden displays his 
leadership abilities in 
numerous capacities 
daily, and we are excited 
to honor him as the 2021 
Police Officer of the Year 
for the Rocky Mount 
Police Department,” said 
RMPD Capt. Charles Wil-
liams. 

Price is a 16-year vet-
eran of the Rocky Mount 
Fire Department. He 
began his career as a fire-
fighter and was promoted 

to senior firefighter in 
2008, fire engineer in 2010 
and fire captain in 2016. 
Price is also an active 
member the department’s 
Dive Team and Technical 
Emergency Rescue Team 
and serves as a leader of 
the Swiftwater Emergency 
Rescue Team. 

“Capt. Price always 
goes above and beyond 

what is asked and is a con-
stant role model for new 
firefighters,” said RMFD 
Chief Corey Mercer. “He 
always exudes the de-
partment’s core values of 
integrity, honesty, respect, 
teamwork and dedica-
tion.”

McFadden and Price 
serve a city with about 
58,000 residents. 

Senior Police Officer Cameron McFadden of the Rocky 
Mount Police Department and Capt. Bradford Price of the 
Rocky Mount Fire Department have been named the police 
officer and firefighter of the year. The Rocky Mount Lions 
Club presents the annual awards. Contributed photo

Rocky Mount settles 
former assistant 
manager’s suit 
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
former assistant city 

manager has 
received a 
settlement 
payout.

Natasha 
Hampton, 
who left city 
employment 
earlier this 

year, received $65,000, 
City Attorney Jep Rose 
announced during a re-
cent city council meeting.

Hampton, who has 
worked for the city since 
early 2018, will start as 
the new city manager in 
College Park, Maryland, 
on June 1.

A Miami native, Hamp-
ton served for a time as 
assistant city manager in 
Miramar, Florida.

In recent years, the city 
has paid out settlements 
to at least three high-
ranking employees.

• Rocky Mount paid 
$40,000 in 2019 to John 
Jesso, the city’s former 
downtown development 
manager.

• The city paid a total of 
$5,258 in 2019 to Landis 
Faulcon, the former di-
rector of community and 
business development.

• The city paid $7,000 
in 2020 to David Wise, 
former director of the 
Main Street revitalization 
program.  

Hampton

Red Cross: Make an appointment to donate blood 
For The Enterprise 

The American Red Cross is ask-
ing individuals of all blood types to 
schedule a donation appointment, 
and in most cases, those who have 
received a COVID-19 vaccine can 
donate. 

Appointments can be made by 
downloading the Red Cross Blood 
Donor app, visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enabling the Blood 
Donor skill on any Alexa Echo de-
vice. 

Donation opportunities are avail-
able at the following blood drives: 

SPRING HOPE

• June 9 — 3-7 p.m., Spring Hope 
Community Building, 104 Commu-
nity St. 

MOMEYER

• May 24 — 3-7 p.m., Momeyer 
Baptist Church, 4967 Momeyer Way 
(Nashville address). 

ROCKY MOUNT

• May 21 — 2-6 p.m., Cornerstone 
Independent Baptist Church, 1481 
Beechwood Drive.

• May 25 — Noon to 3 p.m., Har-
rison Family YMCA, 1000 Indepen-
dence Drive.

• May 26 — 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Golden East Crossing Mall, 1100 N. 
Wesleyan Blvd.

• June 1 — 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Imperial Centre, 207 Gay St.

• June 3 — 2:30-7 p.m., Lakeside 
Baptist Church, 1501 Sunset Ave.

• June 4 — 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Golden East Crossing Mall, 1100 N. 

Wesleyan Blvd.
• June 10 — 2:30-6:30 p.m., Rocky 

Mount Moose Lodge, 521 Country 
Club Road.

WILSON

• May 19 — 2-6 p.m., First Chris-
tian Church, 207 Tarboro St. NE.

• May 24 — 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Moose Lodge Wilson, 2705 Forest 
Hills Road.

• June 1 — 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Joyner’s Funeral Home, 4100 U.S. 
264 NW.

• June 3 — 1-6 p.m., Peace Baptist 
Church, 2838 Tilghman Road N.

• June 5 — 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Wilson Community Church, 2301 
Montgomery Drive.

• June 12 — 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Omega Resource Center, 300 Fair-
view Ave. SW. 

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use the newspaper as a tablecloth 
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Butterfield: FCC could help 
pay for home internet service  
From staff reports

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield is encour-
aging eligible constituents to apply for 

discounts on their monthly 
internet bill through the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission’s Emergency Broad-
band Benefit Program.

Congress included $1.2 
billion for the program in 
the omnibus appropriations 
bill passed in December. 

Economically vulnerable Americans can 
receive a $50 discount on the monthly 
cost of home internet service, with a $75 
discount available for qualifying resi-
dents on tribal lands. 

Additional subsidies to purchase com-
puters may be available. Participating 
internet service providers can seek re-
imbursement from the FCC.

“From virtual classrooms to telehealth 
visits, the pandemic has made access 
to reliable, high-speed internet more 
important than ever,” Butterfield said in 
a statement issued through his congres-

sional office. “Internet service is a ne-
cessity to ensure that every family has 
the ability to learn, work and stay con-
nected. This begins with  ensuring every 
family can afford it.”

Open enrollment in the broadband 
benefit program began May 12.  

“I encourage anyone who may be 
struggling right now to see if they qual-
ify for this new program, and then sign 
up by contacting their internet provid-
er,” Butterfield said. “I will continue to 
work hard in Congress to expand inter-
net access and improve affordability so 
that every household, regardless of ZIP 
code, has reliable, high-speed service.”

Butterfield, D-Wilson, represents 
North Carolina’s 1st Congressional 
District and serves in the House Demo-
cratic leadership as senior chief deputy 
majority whip.

To review eligibility requirements, 
visit the FCC’s enrollment website at 
https://getemergencybroadband.org/. 
Qualifying residents can then sign up 
for the program through their internet 
service provider.  

Butterfield

Boarding kennel to reopen 
under new ownership
For The Enterprise

RED OAK — For pet 
owners, being able to 
leave their four-legged 
babies with someone they 
trust is a priority. Opened 
a few years ago as a 
boarding facility for dogs, 
Red Oak Country Kennels 
is trusted by pet owners in 
Nash County and beyond.

When life events 
changed the course of 
owner Greta Small’s 
goals, she decided to sell 
the business in hopes that 
it would continue to oper-
ate under new ownership. 
Locals Brian Lamberson 
and Cindy Stancavish 
stepped up to the chal-
lenge. 

“I was a client of Red 
Oak Country Kennels,” 
Stancavish said. “When I 
heard they closed, I was 
so upset. Greta was phe-
nomenal at taking care 
of all the pets she kept. 
Like other pet owners, I 
was left wondering where 
I would be able to take 
my dog where he would 
be happy, have plenty of 
space and I would feel 
comfortable and confident 
knowing he was getting 
the love, care and atten-
tion he deserves. After 
finding out that Greta 
was selling, it just made 
sense.”

Lamberson and Stan-
cavish will reopen the 
kennel for business on 
May 26, just in time for the 
Memorial Day holiday. 

Small said she’s com-
mitted to helping the new 
owners through the re-
opening and will remain 
active in the business dur-
ing the transition. Stan-
cavish said the business 
will pick up right where it 
left off.

“We have a love for 

animals and for helping 
people, and we are ready 
to put our entrepreneur-
ial experience to work,” 
Stancavish said. “It takes 
a lot of trust for someone 
to leave their pet, a mem-
ber of their family, in the 
care of someone else. It 
honors and humbles me 
that someone will have 
that trust in us. I have no 
doubt that pets will be 
happy with us. The love 
and personal attention are 
what will make the differ-
ence.”  

Taking care of pets is 
something the new own-
ers have been doing for 
many years. 

“I have always loved 
animals, and volunteering 
in pet adoption and rescue 
has always been my way 
of helping animals,” Stan-
cavish said.

She’s involved with 
Nash County Animal 
Friends, Promoting Ani-
mal Welfare and photo-
graphing homeless pets at 
the Nash County Animal 
Shelter for adoption and 
rescue.

“It will be business as 
usual at the kennels,” she 
said. “We want people to 

receive the same great 
service and care that they 
have come to love and 
expect.”

All breeds are welcome 
and each dog run has 
its own isolated outdoor 
space accessible through a 
dog door. The facility also 
has a dedicated space for 
boarding smaller dogs.

In addition to the over-
night boarding for which 
the kennel is known, the 
new owners will add day 
boarding for dogs. 

“This is different from 
doggie day care,” Stancav-
ish said. “With our day 
boarding, dogs will not 
participate in group play, 
but they will have their 
own space where they can 
enjoy being indoors and 
outdoors with lots of at-
tention.”

Red Oak Country Ken-
nels is located at 6247 
Moore Road (Nashville 
address) in the Red Oak 
town limits. 

For more information 
or to make reservations, 
call or text 252-373-1104, 
email redoakcountryken-
nels@gmail.com or find 
Red Oak Country Kennels 
on Facebook.

New owners Brian Lamberson and Cindy Stancavish plan 
to reopen Red Oak Country Kennels on May 26. Contributed 

photo 

College names manufacturing 
center for Haas
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash Community Col-
lege’s advanced manufac-
turing facility has been 
named the Gene Haas 
Center for Advanced Man-
ufacturing.

The 16,000-square-foot 
facility, which opened in 
2018, is used as an aca-
demic and training space 
for students and is home 
to the college’s electri-
cal systems technology, 
computer-integrated ma-
chining, electronics engi-
neering technology and 
robotics programs.

The Gene Haas Founda-
tion provided a $250,000 
naming rights gift that 
will be used to support the 
advanced manufacturing 
program. The perpetual 
naming rights award will 
fund classroom technol-
ogy and supportive infor-
mation technology.

“Nash Community Col-
lege is very proud to be a 
leader in advanced manu-
facturing training prepar-
ing employable students 
to be successful in local 

careers,” NCC President 
Lew Hunnicutt said. “We 
are fortunate to have 
the continued endorse-
ment and support of the 
Haas Foundation that has 
strengthened our program 
for many years. It speaks 
to the reputation and su-
perior level of instruction 
we provide.”

In 2014, the Gene Haas 
Foundation established 
a new partnership with 
dynamic computer nu-
merical control training 
programs around the 
world to provide the op-
portunity for qualifying 
schools to become Gene 
Haas centers. Candidate 
schools are chosen based 
on a variety of factors in-
cluding leadership within 
the technical education 
community, providing 
the maximum opportuni-
ties to many students and 
companies in their region 
and beyond.

“It has been such a 
pleasure working with the 
team at Nash Commu-
nity College on their new 
Gene Haas Center for 
Advanced Manufactur-

ing,” said Kathy Looman, 
director of education for 
the Gene Haas Founda-
tion. “I have held the CNC 
training program at Nash 
Community College in 
very high regard for many 
years. The instructors are 
not only highly skilled, 
but they are also willing 
to share their knowledge 
and expertise to expand 
their impact far beyond 
North Carolina.”

Alex Barnhill, NCC de-
partment chair of applied 
engineering technologies, 
currently serves as the 
Haas Technical Education 
Center Network national 
president, and Professor 
George Shook serves on 
the National HTEC Coun-
cil. Both faculty members 
are also members of 
the North Carolina As-
sociation of Instructors 
in Machine Shop, one of 
the oldest and most active 
manufacturing instructor 
associations.

Gene Haas, owner of 
CNC machine tool compa-
ny Haas Automation Inc., 
established the Gene Haas 
Foundation in 1999.  

The newly named Gene Haas Center for Advanced Manufacturing is shown on Nash 
Community College’s Rocky Mount campus. Contributed photo


