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TELL US ABOUT YOUR EVENT! Wide Awake Wilson, a monthly publication of The Wilson Times, is a guide to arts, entertainment and leisure in Wilson. It is published at the first 

of each month. Deadline for submitting information to Wide Awake Wilson is the 15th of the previous month. By that date, send us the date, time, location, price, a brief description and 

your contact information. You can reach us through any of our social media platforms or by email at waw@wilsontimes.com or lisa@wilsontimes.com

Nick Wilson gives some love to a rescue dog available for adoption at the 

Maggie Society’s Maggiepalooza fundraiser.

Maggie Society volunteer Sherry Bullock poses with her dog, SoHo. Bullock 

fostered SoHo but fell in love and ended up adopting her, which is known in 

the animal rescue world as a “foster fail.”

Maggiepalooza
Ben Stadiem reacts to receiving a kiss from a Maggie Society rescue puppy 

while volunteer Meghan Martinez holds a pup from the same litter. 

Maggie Society volunteer 

and foster mom Alicia Mayo 

holds up one of the society’s 

adoptable rescue dogs at 

Maggiepalooza in May. The 

event is an annual fundraiser 

for the Maggie Society.

Want to see more? Visit wideawakewilson.com
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ONLINE EXTRA

Scan this QR code with 

your smartphone or mobile 

device for more events sto-

ries and listings. 



4  Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  June 2021

Tobs season promises more fan fun
Special events planned 
throughout the season 

By Janelle Clevinger

The Wilson Tobs baseball team 
could have taken the easy road open-
ing the 2021 season with the same 
quality baseball and special events 
they’ve offered the past several 
years. After a year with no in-person 
baseball because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, surely fans would simply 
need the promise of Tobs’ home 
games to successfully lure them out 
to historic Fleming Stadium.

But Mike Bell, Tobs general man-
ager, said he and the Tobs team 
promise even more fan fun and inter-
action than in past years during this 
year’s baseball season.

“We tweaked some of our weekly 
promotions and fan interactions, and 
we’ve added a couple more game day 
promotions,” Bell said. “A lot of the 

promotions that people have come to 
love are still happening in addition to 
some new and improved fan interac-
tions. There is more fan engagement 
and better pricing, but I don’t want to 
give too much away right now.”

The Tobs lineup of community 
events promises something for every-
one, kicking off soon with the Beer 
& BBQ Festival on June 5. The event 
features local band Street Revival 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m., barbecue served 
from 6 to 8:30 and a game against the 
Tri-City Chili Peppers beginning at 7.

June 19 finds a cornhole tourna-
ment at Historic Fleming Stadium 
with two team divisions, recreational 
and competitive, playing for cash 
and Tobs prizes. Starting at 11 a.m., 
guests will find drinks, music, games 
and entertainment all day. The Tobs 
take on the Wilmington Sharks at 7 
p.m.

The annual Home Run for Hunger 
food drive is June 27 at 6 p.m. Tobs 
fans take non-perishable food items 
that are donated to several food pan-

tries in Wilson to help feed hungry 
area children and families. The an-
nual elementary school reading pro-
gram “Read Around the Bases” and 
the middle school program “Swing 
for the Fences” will also take place 
this year, as will Military and Local 
Heroes Appreciation Night.

Fireworks will light up the stadium 
and the surrounding area after the 
Tobs vs the Holly Springs Salaman-
ders game on July 3, with the game 
starting at 6:30 p.m.

Thirsty Thursdays, fan trivia 
nights, All You Can Eat Tuesdays, 
Cash Saver Tuesdays, Farm to 
Field Farmers Markets and other 
special events will continue to be 
held throughout the season. Check 
the www.wilsontobs.com/schedule/
promotions-schedule/ web page for 
details.

Bell and the team are excited that 
there will be some sense of normalcy 
this year for both the fans and play-
ers. But he says that no matter how 
much the North Carolina COVID-19 

rules are lifted during the season, 
the Tobs will still have some sort of 
precautions in place. Hand sanitizing 
stations will still be provided, tables 
in the beer garden still somewhat 
separated, and Plexiglas shields will 
be in place in some employee/fan in-
teraction spaces.

“We will make sure everyone has 
a great time, but we’ll make sure 
everyone feels safe,” Bell said. “It 
will not take away from the fun that 
everyone is accustomed to at the 
games. Everyone is just going to be 
excited to be out at the ball field and 
loving what they have grown to love 
at Historic Fleming Stadium.”

Although tickets can still be pur-
chased at the stadium on home game 
dates, they are also available online 
via the Tobs website and are less ex-
pensive than purchasing at the gate. 
Fans can go to www.wilsontobs.com/
schedule/, create a free account and 
click the ticket icon on the far right of 
the screen of the game for which you 
want to purchase tickets.



Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  June 2021  5

301 Endless Yard Sale 
returns June 18-19
For Wide Awake Wilson

The 301 Endless Yard Sale is com-
ing back this year after a COVID-19 
break in 2020.

On Friday, June 18, and Saturday, 
June 19, more than 100 miles of U.S. 
301 will be filled with vendors and 
shoppers.

Hours vary by vendor, but 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. each day is typical.

“Historically, the 301 Endless Yard 
Sale attracts people from all over 
the country and as far away as Can-
ada,” said Ashby Brame, director of 
marketing for the Johnston County 
Visitors Bureau. “If the sale had hap-
pened last year then this year would 
mark year 10 … a decade of deals, 
unique finds, treasures and more.”

Whether people are looking for 
something very specific or they’re 
just looking for an Americana road 

trip full of vintage shopping, local 
restaurants and interesting attrac-
tions, the 100-plus miles of the 301 
Endless Yard Sale has something for 
everyone. 

Explore Halifax, Nash, Wilson, 
Johnston and Harnett counties 
during the event.

This year’s Wilson County loca-
tions are Elm City Resale Market 
at 4723 Elm City Road, Elm City; 
Rocky Mount/ Wilson Flea Market at 
4700 U.S. 301 N., Elm City; Knight’s 
Auto Sales at 3457 U.S. 301 N., Wil-
son; Truely Unique, 2006 U.S. 301, 
Wilson; Wilson County Fairgrounds, 
2331 U.S. 301, Wilson; the Newman 
family, 7398 U.S. 301, Lucama; and 
Little Rock Original Free Will Baptist 
Church, 6115 Little Rock Church 
Road, Lucama.

Shoppers who are new to the sale 
can like/follow on Facebook.

See Cassanova’s photos 
For Wide Awake Wilson

Photographer Robert Cassanova’s 
“Visual Rhythms of Art and Nature” 
will be the featured show at the Eyes 
on Main Street Gallery in June. 

Cassanova’s photographic images 
are archivally processed silver gelatin 
black and white prints and archival 
pigmented ink prints on 100% rag pa-
per and are framed in oak, reclaimed 
heart pine, walnut, cypress and metal. 

He is the author of the book “Vi-
sual Rhythms of Art, Science and 
Religion,” which is an exploration 
of how art, science and religion are 
ubiquitously linked by visual per-
ception, the human psyche and the 
origins of nature.”

In his artist’s statement, Cassa-
nova said, “Photography brings the 
soothing, hypnotic visions of nature 
into our indoor environment and 
re-enforces our stress relieving re-
sponses by visual reminders of trees, 
lakes, sunsets, plants, creatures of 
all sizes and outdoor adventures.”

The gallery is located at 126-128 

Goldsboro St. Hours are Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, noon to 4 
p.m., and Friday, noon to 6 p.m.

See work by photographer Robert 
Cassanova in the June show at the Eyes 
on Main Street Gallery. This is his piece, 
“Caterpillars.” 

VISIT US AT

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

Where
you can: 

LOCAL

& Eat!

Shop, 
Sip, 
Play 
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THROUGHOUT JUNE

Casita/ Seeds of Hope
Times vary
Casita Brewery
217 South St.

Events are planned throughout the 
month to benefit Seeds of Hope, from 
classes to musical theater night and 
a food demonstration and tasting. 
For a complete list, visit www.wide-
awakewilson.com.

THROUGHOUT JUNE

Art classes
Times vary
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St.

This month’s classes range from 
stained glasses to earrings. Call Kim 
S. Joy 252-650-2530 for details. See 
list at wideawakewilson.com.

FRIDAY, JUNE 4

13th Annual Egg Drop
5 p.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Design and build an egg transport-
er that will keep an egg from crack-
ing when dropped from the Wilson 
water tower. Register in advance at 
https://imaginescience.wufoo.com/
forms/2021-fabulous-friday-13th-an-
nual-egg-drop/

TUESDAY, JUNE 8 AND 30 

Garden Volunteer Day
8 to 10 a.m.
Wilson Botanical Gardens
1806 Goldsboro St. SW

The Wilson Botanical Gardens and 
the Wilson Master Gardeners are 
asking for volunteers to help with 
pruning, clean up and planting in the 
gardens. Take sturdy shoes, a mask 
if you choose, a cap or hat, work 
gloves, sunscreen, insect repellent 
and your favorite pruning tools. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 8

Preschool Science Says: I 
Love Bugs!
10 to 11 a.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Learn about the bugs you can find 
and how they play an important part 
in our ecosystem and create a craft.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 AND 26

Snake Feeding
2 p.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Stop by for the bi-weekly snake 
feeding.

MONDAY, JUNE 14

Wilson Orchid Society
6 p.m.
Wilson Botanical Gardens
1806 Goldsboro St. SW

This is the first meeting of Wilson 
Orchid Society. Learn about orchids 
and related plants. This group is for 
beginners and collectors. During the 
first meeting there will be a presen-
tation on watering, re-potting and 
re-blooming of Phalaenopsis orchids.

MONDAY, JUNE 19

Garden Talks: An 
Introduction to the Art of 
Bonsai
3 p.m.

If you can not attend live, register 
through Eventbrite ticket link. On-
line: eventbrite.com/e/garden-talks-
an-introduction-to-the-art-of-bon-
sid-tickets-154836035751 Watch via 
Zoom or get the link to the recording 
the next day. Jennie Fegan, of N.C. 
State University, is the presenter.

MONDAY, JUNE 21

Garden Talks: The Good, 
the Bad and the Ugly

Monthly planner
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3 p.m. 
Online: eventbrite.com

Take a look at the world of insects 
(and other arthropods) living in your 
landscape and garden. Register on 
Eventbrite. If you can not attend 
“live” still register to get the link to 
the recording the next day.

THURSDAY, JUNE 24, AND 
SATURDAY, JUNE 26

Summer Science Academy: 
Mad Science
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

The workshop will be filled with ex-
periments. Sign up here: https://sci-
enceandhistory.org/summer-camps. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 25

‘Pirates Past Noon’

7 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center
108 Nash St. NE

“Magic Tree House: Pirates Past 
Noon Kids” is an adaptation of Mary 
Pope Osborne’s Magic Tree House 
series. Wilson Arts’ performing arts 
summer camp attendees will be stag-
ing this performance. Tickets avail-
able at www.wilsonarts.com or by 
calling Wilson Arts at 252-291-4329. 
Tickets can be purchased at the new 
Wilson Arts Center at 204 Nash St. S.

JUNE LIVE MUSIC

Pup’s Steakhouse
7:30-10:30 p.m.
2801-3D Ward Blvd.

June 4: Rob Alford; June 5: Steven 
Stewart; June 11: Meredith Davis 
Johnson; June 12: Travis Moss; June 
18: Oliverio; June 19: Skinner & Hart; 
June 25: Rob Alford; June 26: Matty 
Beggs.

Monthly planner Sign up to paint in the park
Kim Valentine will 
lead the workshop

For Wide Awake Wilson

Wilson Arts will be offering a 
guided painting workshop at the 
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park. The 
workshop is Saturday, June 5, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

Artist and instructor Kim Valen-
tine will lead “Painting in the Park,” 
where participants can learn a new 
art form, enhance existing skills 
or just have a couple of hours with 
friends being creative.

 Valentine will guide participants 
step-by-step through the process of 
creating a whirligig painting. No ex-
perience is necessary.

Class size is limited. To register 
and pay, visit the Wilson Arts web-
site at http://www.wilsonarts.com/
art-classes/ or call Wilson Arts at 
252- 291-4329. You can also register 

by stopping by the new Wilson Arts 
Center, 204 Nash St. S., during regu-
lar business hours (10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday).  

Rain location is Wilson Arts Center.

Sign up for the June 5 “Painting in 
the Park” guided painting workshop. 
Contributed photo



(252) 291-1195
WWW .

wilsoncc.edu

Learn more.  
 Earn More.
Learn More.  
 Earn More.

Now is the time to  

develop a plan that  

gets you to a bigger  

paycheck - fast.

Registration for Fall 2021 begins July 6!
We offer certificates, customized training, and courses that can 
set you up to get the career—and the money—you want. Make an 
investment in yourself that pays off. 


