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Gailliard: Make 
body camera 
video public  
From staff reports

State Rep. James Gailliard, D-
Nash, is sponsoring legislation 

that would require 
North Carolina law 
enforcement agen-
cies to release body 
camera and dash-
board camera video 
recordings upon re-
quest after 48 hours 
since the footage 

was captured.  
Gailliard signed on as a pri-

mary sponsor to House Bill 
698, which Rep. Amos L. Quick 
III, D-Guilford, introduced on 
April 27. Lawmakers held a 
press conference last week an-
nouncing the legislation, which 
follows Pasquotank County 
sheriff’s deputies’ fatal shooting 
of Andrew Brown Jr. in Eliza-
beth City. The killing sparked 
protests and calls for authorities 
to release body camera footage 
of the encounter. 

“This is not a blue lives vs. 
Black lives (matter) conversa-
tion,” Gailliard said in a news 
release. “Accountability and 
transparency is good for every-
body. Any areas in our systems 
that lack accountability is an 
area already out of control.”

Gailliard and Quick serve on 
the state’s Task Force for Racial 

New houses cropping up

Pumpkin queens need help cleaning up town
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The pumpkin 
queens want volunteers to step up Satur-
day and help them clean Spring Hope’s 
streets and roadsides.

Like so many pumpkin queens before 
them, Miss Sarah Howell and Little Miss 
Annie Grace Manning are set to lead 
an annual effort to improve the town’s 
appearance by removing litter from 
roadsides, helping elderly residents with 
lawn maintenance and completing other 
community based projects. 

The queens have organized the ef-
fort and asked community members to 
pitch in for nearly 50 years, said Silvia 
Williams, who had been involved with 
the Pumpkin Queen Pageant since the 

beginning.
“I like to see the girls grow and gain-

ing confidence,” Williams said. “It helps 
them believe in themselves. It’s good 
for young girls.”

The pumpkin queens are seeking help 
from Spring Hope residents, past queens, 
firefighters, police officers, the mayor 
and town board, church groups, youth 
groups, Boy and Girl Scouts and anyone 
else who wants to make a difference.

The N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Adopt-a-Highway program will 
provide volunteers with safety vests, 
gloves, trash bags and pickup sticks. 
Trucks are needed for hauling trash. 
To register for Saturday’s cleanup, call 
252-478-1919 and leave a message. 
Volunteers are asked to meet at 8 a.m. 
at the Spring Hope Area Chamber of 
Commerce office next to town hall.

State transportation officials are al-
ready thanking volunteers for picking up 
more than 5 million pounds of litter from 
roadsides statewide since Jan. 1, includ-
ing all the trash cleaned up during the 
two-week Spring Litter Sweep in April.

“Volunteers were a key part of this 
year’s success,” said NCDOT spokes-
woman Lauren Haviland.

Litter is unsightly, costs millions of 
dollars to clean up and can hurt the en-
vironment, tourism and the state’s qual-
ity of life, Haviland said.

“Let’s keep this positive momentum 
going,” Haviland said in a news release.

The NCDOT says all motorists can do 
their part to keep roads and highways 
clean by securing their loads before 
driving, holding onto trash until it can 
be disposed of properly and recycling 
whenever possible.   

Meeting set for Spaulding renovation 
By Kacey Cooper
For The Enterprise 

SPRING HOPE — The 
Spaulding Family Resource 
Center is seeking public input 
on the Spaulding School cam-
pus’ future reopening during a 
community meeting planned 
from 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday.

Resource center President 
Johnny Perry, the town of Spring 
Hope and Cardno Inc.’s build-
ing development team will hold 
the in-person, socially distanced 
meeting at the Spring Hope Com-
munity Center, 103 N. May St. 

The “Future Needs and Pro-
gramming Input” meeting will 
start with an introduction of 
the resource center’s board of 
directors and fundraising com-
mittee. Members of surrounding 
communities will then be able to 
voice their opinions and ask the 
resource center’s leaders and 
developmental planning board 

any questions about the Spauld-
ing campus they may have. 

“The youth has been asking 

me about opening the gym up 
for basketball, senior citizens 
have been asking about using 

the auditorium for senior activi-
ties, directors have been asking 
about the auditorium for plays, 
filmmakers have been asking 
to use the campus for movies, 
active citizens have asked about 
using the campus for exercise 
grounds and walking clubs, gar-
den clubs have asked to plant 
here,” Perry wrote in an email 
to community members. “We 
would like to hear and talk more 
about your visions and sugges-
tions at this meeting. Your at-
tendance is vital, as it will help 
the Spaulding Family Resource 
Center and our Cardno Inc.’s 
planning board determine what 
activities we will have for you all 
at the campus. We hope to see 
you there.” 

After the facility’s days as a 
school ended in 2018, the Nash 
County school system sold the 
property to a private owner at 
auction. The Spaulding Fam-
ily Resource Center and C.C. 

Spaulding Alumni Association 
bid feverishly to obtain the prop-
erty, but in the end, they couldn’t 
win their beloved school back.

The center moved to a former 
day care center across town on 
Walnut Street. That facility was 
auctioned off by its owner last year, 
once again placing the center’s 
future in limbo until S&J Holdings, 
which purchased the Spaulding 
School campus at auction, donated 
the property to the nonprofit re-
source center in December.

Boosters have set a $150,000 
fundraising goal to renovate the 
former Spaulding School cam-
pus. Cash donations and checks 
made out to the Spaulding 
Family Resource Center can be 
mailed to P.O. Box 231, Spring 
Hope, NC 27882.

For questions about the fun-
draising campaign and Thurs-
day’s community meeting, 
email spauldingfamilyresource-
center@gmail.com.   

The Spaulding Family Resource Center hopes to raise $150,000 to 
renovate the former Spaulding School, which auction buyer S&J 
Holdings donated to the nonprofit in December. The resource center 
plans to reopen in the facility it previously occupied for more than two 
decades. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise file photo 

Gailliard

See VIDEO, Page 2A

Development 
booming in 
southern Nash 
County  
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117 

With four new subdivisions 
in the works in Middlesex and 
Spring Hope and a $5 million 
proposal to fix Bailey’s sewer 
system in the pipeline, south-
ern Nash County is set to see a 
housing boom. 

More than 400 new homes 
are either breaking ground or 
in the planning stages in Mid-
dlesex and Spring Hope. Bailey 
is left out of new homebuilding 
due to a state-enforced sewer 
moratorium.

Few new houses are going 
up in Bailey, but existing home 
prices are through the roof, 
said Bailey Mayor Thomas 
Richards.

A home on Williams Street 
built two years ago for $175,000 
sold recently for $225,000. 
Richards said he purchased his 
house six years ago for $81,000 
and now it’s valued at $210,000.

“That’s a good return for a 
bedroom community on a sew-
er moratorium,” Richards said. 

“We have good people living 
here going for us.”

The town also has two local 
lawmakers in its corner. House 
Bill 207, introduced by Rep. 
Matthew Winslow, R-Franklin, 
and cosponsored by Rep. 
James Gailliard, D-Nash, calls 
for $5 million in nonrecurring 
fiscal year 2021 funds to help 
the town fix its sewer system. 

Both lawmakers represent por-
tions of southern Nash County. 

“These funds may be used 
for design, engineering, and 
the installation of sewer force 
and gravity mains and a pump 
station,” according to the bill, 
which is assigned to the House 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Richards said the ultimate 
plan is to be able to send sew-

age to Wilson, alleviating the 
capacity issue and enabling 
state officials to lift the morato-
rium. 

In Middlesex, the town has 
experienced some infiltration 
issues this year, but the town 
board passed a resolution in 
January to fix the sewer prob-

A bulldozer makes a path for lumberjacks to clear trees from property off North Walnut Street Extension 
for a new subdivision in Spring Hope, just one of several housing projects underway in southern Nash 
County. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

See HOUSES, Page 2A

Spring Hope pumpkin queens Little Miss Annie 
Grace Manning and Miss Sarah Howell are 
asking volunteers to help them pick up litter 
around town on Saturday. Contributed photo
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Equity and Criminal Jus-
tice, which Gov. Roy Coo-
per established last June. 
In December, the task force 
published 125 recommen-
dations that focused on 
policies and procedures 
that members say dispro-
portionately affect commu-
nities of color. The panel’s 
goal is to ensure racial 
equity in North Carolina’s 
criminal justice system.

We are asking a family 
in the middle of prepa-
rations for burial to go 
through a court system to 

get footage of their loved 
one.... This is callous,” 
Quick said in a statement.

State legislators voted in 
2016 to exempt body cam-
era and dashboard camera 
video from the N.C. Public 
Records Act. The footage 
was previously considered 
public record. Current law 
allows people to petition 
a Superior Court judge to 
order a video’s release.

During an April 27 hear-
ing in Pasquotank County, 
Superior Court Judge Jef-
fery Foster denied a coali-
tion of media outlets’ peti-
tion to release the video in 

Brown’s shooting. Family 
members had previously 
been allowed to view only 
a 20-second clip from a 
single body camera, ac-
cording to The Associated 
Press.

State Sen. Ben Clark, D-
Hoke, crossfiled Quick’s leg-
islation as Senate Bill 510.

BUTTERFIELD SLAMS RULING

While state lawmakers 
work to change the law 
authorizing body camera 
video disclosure, Nash 
County’s congressman 
criticized the judge’s deci-

sion to deny the release of 
police footage in Brown’s 
killing. 

“I’m disappointed that 
Judge Jeff Foster declined 
to immediately release 
the video footage of the 
police shooting of Andrew 
Brown Jr.,” Butterfield 
said in an April 27 state-
ment released by his 
congressional office. “This 
footage is a public record 
and there does not appear 
to be legal justification for 
withholding it from the 
public.”

Butterfield noted that 
the attorney general, gov-

ernor and state investiga-
tors didn’t object to releas-
ing the video. 

“Police shootings in 
America are now an epi-
demic,” Butterfield said. 
“The public is losing confi-
dence in our law enforce-
ment and criminal justice 
system. That’s why Gov. 
(Roy) Cooper, Attorney 
General Josh Stein and 
the Pasquotank County 
sheriff have all called for 
immediate release of the 
video footage. Further, the 
State Bureau of Investiga-
tion does not object to its 
release.”

Butterfield, who served 
as a Superior Court judge 
and N.C. Supreme Court 
justice before his election 
to Congress, said Foster 
erred in his ruling on the 
petition.

“I call on Judge Foster 
to reconsider his decision 
to withhold this impor-
tant information from the 
public,” Butterfield said. 
“Withholding the video 
from public inspection 
while the investigation is 
ongoing only leads to sus-
picion and further erosion 
of the public’s confidence 
in our justice system.”

continued from page 1A

Video: ‘The State Bureau of Investigation does not object to its release’

lems no matter the cost.
Ashton Woods developers want to 

build at 120-house subdivision off 
of U.S. 264 Alternative just outside 
of town, said Middlesex Mayor Lu 
Harvey Lewis.

“We are slow rolling this,” Lewis 
said. “Taking it one step at a time. It’s a 
big deal for this end of Nash County.”

The town board is looking at re-
zoning the property this month and 
annexation next month.

“Right now, the land is zoned 
residential and agriculture,” Lewis 
said. “We are looking at residential 
single-family.”

This will mean a larger tax base 
for the town. 

“It will also mean more revenue 
for the fire department,” Lewis 
said. Fire districts collect 8 cents 
per $100 of property valuation on 
tax bills.

“I think they will look for more 
property when this works out,” 
Lewis said, adding that he sees 

Middlesex as the next Zebulon, 
a small Wake County town that’s 
bursting at the seams with new 
houses in every direction.

The other project, the 65-home 
Beaver Creek subdivision, is well 
underway. Developers are offering 
new homes in the low $200,000 
price range. The first phase of that 
project is in the county, with future 
phases moving into Middlesex’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction.

Realtor Tammy Eickhoff said 
she’s proud to be developing an ex-
ceptional family-focused neighbor-
hood in Middlesex. 

“Just about 20 minutes from the 
capital by way of major interstate, 
Beaver Creek is an ideal commu-
nity for growing families that want 
to be close to Raleigh but still enjoy 
affordable living with small-town 
values,” Eickhoff said.

In Spring Hope, workers are build-
ing a road so lumberjacks can clear 
timber from three tracts of land off 
North Walnut Street Extension.

“It’s the first step,” said Spring 

Hope Town Manager Jae Kim.
The 21-acre subdivision will 

wrap around behind Spring Hope 
Park and the elementary school on 
McLean Street.

Stocks Engineering filed the ap-
plication last August on behalf of 
developer Tom White.

“The project identified as Walnut 
Cove proposes 47 lots for single-
family dwellings,” Kim said in a 
staff report to the town board.

The subdivision will create new 
public streets and extend the town’s 
public water and sewer service. 

The other planned subdivision 
is on N.C. 581 behind the new Bo-
jangles.

Plans for the subdivision have 
been drawn showing a proposed 
70 homes, but the project is still 
focused on completion of the shop-
ping center that will house the fried 
chicken restaurant.

“If they ever fully develop that 
property, they would like to see the 
houses,” Kim said of the project 
developers. 

Houses: ‘More revenue for the fire department’
continued from page 1A

Police: Child injured in 
Rocky Mount shooting 
By Lindell J. Kay 
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117 

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police on Sunday were 
investigating a shooting 
from the night before that 
injured an 11-year-old 
boy.

Officers responded to a 
shooting with injury in the 
1700 block of Lafayette 
Circle around 8:35 p.m. on 
Saturday, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

“When officers arrived, 
they located an 11-year-
old male who sustained 
a superficial head injury 
from the incident,” Jack-
son said in a news release.

The shooting occurred 
near the intersection of 
Westwood Drive and York 
Street. Nash County EMS 
personnel took the boy to 
Nash UNC Health Care 
for further treatment, 
Jackson said.

The shooting remains 
under investigation. Any-
one with information is 
asked to call the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
at 252-972-1411 or Twin 
County Crime Stoppers at 
252-977-1111.

To send information 
through the Text-A-Tip 
service, text RMPOL and 
your message to CRIMES 
(274637).

Authorities say phone 
calls and text messages 
are anonymous.  
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Country Inn’s 
closure a loss to 
Spring Hope

I knew, generally, it was coming. I just didn’t 
know when. But it still hurts to see a “for rent” 
sign on Spring Hope’s Country Inn, which has 
quietly closed for good after 73 years serving 
homestyle meals to hungry residents and visitors.

The obvious story is that the restaurant’s clos-
ing was an outgrowth of the coronavirus pan-
demic that has shut down many thousands of 
businesses, especially restaurants, around the 
country. Certainly the pandemic precipitated the 

decision to close.
All of Spring Hope’s restaurants closed suddenly last 

spring as COVID-19 took off on the first of its multiple 
surges that have seen 575,194 deaths in the U.S. alone as of 
Friday, including 12,631 in North Carolina and 181 in Nash 
County. 

Then, slowly, as days became weeks and weeks became 
months, our local eating places, including BJ’s Country Inn, re-
sumed operation to varying degrees with takeout orders. Some 
places, like the Showside Grill, even revamped their interiors and 
opened to limited in-person dining, which I have enjoyed. The 
takeout at least has given us the chance to order most of the local 
dishes we enjoy while providing some revenue to hurting busi-
nesses, not to mention preserving some jobs that might otherwise 
have been lost.

When the Country Inn finally resumed business, it elimi-
nated entirely the popular breakfast menu for which it had 
become the town’s main provider and still offered lunch 
and dinner on a limited basis for only four days a week. But 
I and others were grateful on those few days that we could 
still order our favorite meals, even served in Styrofoam con-
tainers.

I had heard the rumors that B.J. Liu and his wife Tina were 
planning to close the restaurant and leave Spring Hope, but was 
hoping they would change their minds. B.J.’s family ran a good 
restaurant and were assets, as a business and family, to Spring 
Hope. 

No doubt the decision was complicated and not easy for them 
— some private personal mix, I suppose, of finances, family 
needs, possibly even some pandemic-related concerns. All we can 
do now is heartily wish them well with gratitude for their culinary 
contribution to our town’s culture. I hope they know they will be 
missed.

Losing any businesses in Spring Hope is tough; it’s not as 
though we have that many. And it took a long time to build up any 
kind of variety of restaurants — Burger King, Subway, No. 1 Chi-
nese, Memo’s, a new Mexican grill and a few that came and went 
were all gradual but welcome additions to the Showside Grill and 
Country Inn. Work is progressing on Bojangles. At least we do 
have options.

But losing Country Inn is a big blow to our local culture as well 
as appetites. The restaurant, under different owners, has been an 
institution, an emotional as well as physical landmark for long-
time Spring Hope residents.

The restaurant, with its Country Boy theme, was founded in 
1948, generations ago. The Country Inn was a popular stop, lo-
cated on old U.S. 64, which passed right through Spring Hope as 
a steady flow of travelers paused to eat on their way to or from 
the beach.

Very shortly after I came to Spring Hope, the U.S. 64 bypass 
opened and moved that flow of traffic around the town. But 
the Country Inn stayed busy, serving breakfast, lunch and din-
ner to hungry locals, loyal travelers who came off the bypass 
to eat and at least one food critic who wrote that he enjoyed 
the personable service by Miste as much as the country-style 
food.

More than just somewhere to eat, though, the Country Inn 
was an essential meeting place for the town. The Lions Club 
had its regular dinner meetings in the large back room twice 
a month. The United Daughters of the Confederacy ate there, 
as did the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Church and civic 
groups of all sizes would meet for meals, the Baptist men 
faithfully on the weekends. The Chamber of Commerce hosted 
banquets there. Families held reunions. Fundraisers were 
common.

Old-timers told me the local churches used to race to end their 
Sunday service first and get to the Country Inn for the best seat-
ing at lunch. Losers had to wait.

My favorite memory was when I learned about the Country 
Inn’s super early clientele, a heartwarming but slightly creepy 
display of loyalty.

I met a farmer friend for a business breakfast one morning 
and he asked that I come well before 6 a.m., when the place 
officially opened. When I showed up at dawn as requested, 
the door was locked and the lights were out. But I was let in 
and men were quietly sitting and drinking coffee at all the 
tables in the dark, something my friend said they did every 
morning. 

I personally preferred leisurely and much later breakfasts, as 
did a whole bunch of other regulars who shared food, coffee and 
gossip with gusto, until the virus sent us packing.

I hope someone will somehow — and soon — revive our historic 
landmark and reopen for business. We need a good breakfast to 
start the day, a plate of ribs to end it. 

More importantly, every town needs a Country Inn. It is part of 
Spring Hope’s heritage, embedded in our civic DNA, and an an-
chor to our way of life. 

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. Email him at kripley@springhopeenterprise.
com.

Mama’s work ethic made an impression 
With 

Mother’s Day 
approaching, 
I wanted to 
dedicate this 
column to Ma-
ma, one of the 
hardest work-
ing women 

that I ever knew. 
As I’ve said before, she 

worked on the farm side by 
side with Daddy until I was 
14 years old, at which time 
she went to work at Devil 
Dog Manufacturing in what 
was then a new sewing plant. 
She didn’t drive, and how on 
earth she found Gladys Strick-
land and David Wood who 
also worked there and who 
stopped to take her to work, 
I’ll never know. 

She went to work just as we 
were getting ready to begin 
barning tobacco and doing the 
one job I hated above all oth-
ers when working in tobacco 
— suckering it each week. 
We had a little over 7 acres 
— imagine a family of four 
making it on that today, but 
somehow, we made it. 

Keith was 9 at the time and 
carried a row by himself, but 
Daddy was next to him and 
helped him stay caught up. 
Hot, oh, dear Lord, it was hot. 

Mama always cooked sup-
per when she got home and 
would try to have enough 
left over for us to have for 
lunch the next day. This after 
working at a button sewing 
machine trying to make pro-
duction all day in a building 
that wasn’t air-conditioned at 
the time. 

She got up each morning 

before going to work and 
made those wonderfully light 
biscuits that simply melted in 
your mouth. 

Washing clothes still had to 
be done with that old wringer 
machine, tubs and black cast 
iron pots. She would do that 
on Saturdays and assign 
Keith and me other household 
chores (take out the trash, 
sweep, dust, rake around the 
back and front steps, etc.). 
Of course, Daddy was always 
in the fields or under a barn 
shelter cleaning equipment  
— or, more than likely, repair-
ing it.

Mama never really asked for 
a lot, but I remember one fall 
when she needed a new coat 
and she and my sister-in-law 
decided to tie up the trash 
tobacco that was normally 
thrown out and burned and 
send it to market. They did 

and it brought a whole $74 for 
their lot. 

I also remember that the 
landowner for whom we ten-
ant farmed took his share of 
that money. Daddy gave her 
the extra money she needed 
to buy her a coat, but I never 
forgot it, and years later, I re-
minded the landowner’s son 
of that inhumane treatment of 
those two women.

Mama could make anyone 
laugh when she was truly tick-
led, but if you ever mistreated 
her or one of her children or 
grandchildren, heaven help 
you. When she was through 
with you, she was through, 
and no amount of working to 
get back into her good graces 
made it happen. 

She was an avid Goodwill 
shopper and introduced me to 
the finer methods of shopping 
there. She and I sang together 
as we did the dishes every 
night until I got married. I 
learned to harmonize with her. 
We sang together in the field 
and at the tobacco scaffold un-
til she left for that “public job.” 

Everyone loves their mother, 
mom or mama and has spe-
cial memories of their time 
with her. My family members 
tell me that I grow more like 
Mama every day. I can think of 
no greater compliment. 

Happy Mother’s Day in 
Heaven, Mama. I’m sure your 
laughter is ringing all over up 
there. 

Jan Mills is The Enterprise’s 
customer service representa-
tive. Reach her at 252-478-
3651 and jmills.enterprise@
wilsontimes.com.   

Memories from a country school seventh grader 
I am in the 

process of sort-
ing through a 
lifetime of pho-
tos with the 
goal of prepar-
ing an album 
for each of my 
children and 

grandchildren and, yes, it is 
taking a long time as I am en-
joying going through myriads 
of photos and remembering 
the exact day they were taken 
even after all these years for 
many of them. 

Some were taken after I 
acquired my computer, so I’m 
looking through those as well 
as the older ones, which leads 
me to this week’s column. 

A couple of years ago, the 
young women in my church 
were asked to interview one 
of the women to find out what 
life was like when we were 
12 years old. I found this re-
sponse and hope you enjoy it.

“Thank you for your card 
and question about how 
things were when I was 12. 
Hmm...that’s been a very long 
time ago, as I am 74 years old. 
In 1956, I attended Stanhope 
Elementary School, which 
was a small rural school in 
Nash County about 15 miles 

from Zebulon. There was 
no kindergarten back then 
and we had grades 1-8 with 
probably 100 to 150 kids, five 
teachers (which meant more 
than one grade was taught by 
each teacher and our principal 
was one of those teachers) 
and three school buses. One 
of those buses would take the 
kids in grades 9-12 to the high 
school located in Spring Hope 
about 8 miles away from the 
elementary school.

“You’ll love this: We had morn-
ing recess, an hour for lunch 
and an afternoon recess before 
the high school bus returned. 
All grades rode the same bus. 
I rode Bus No. 15, which had 
kids on board from first through 
12th grades. At recess, we had 
free access to the entire school 
ground. The only playground 
equipment was four see-saws. I 
was in the seventh grade when I 
was 12 and the girls played soft-
ball and basketball. 

“Our basketball courts were 
outside, so they were dirt — 
no gyms in rural elementary 
schools. Those were in the 
high schools. Girls could 
wear what were then called 
dungarees (jeans) until they 
were in seventh grade. From 
that point on, we could only 

wear skirts/blouses or dresses 
to school. I remember when 
I was in the 12th, grade some 
of the girls came to school in 
a new style called ‘skorts’ and 
were sent home to change into 
‘appropriate’ clothes.

“There were no electronic 
games. In fact, we didn’t have 
a TV until the spring of the 
year I turned 12. Until then, 
if we wanted to watch TV, we 
went to the neighborhood 
country store and watched 
mostly Westerns. I had a radio 
that I listened to and loved the 
new style of music — rock and 
roll. I was a big fan of Elvis 
Presley who was just becom-
ing popular and would become 
the King of Rock and Roll. We 
played lots of board games or 
put together jigsaw puzzles.

“In the 1950s, life in the 
country (I grew up on a farm) 
was very simple. I went to a 
small country church, attend-
ed a small rural school, was a 
tomboy (I could out-armwres-
tle any of the boys in my class) 
and wanted more than any-
thing else to be a teenager.”

I hope this was as much fun 
for you to read as it was for 
me to step back in time. As I 
said, age 12 was a very long 
time ago.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

The Lord says, “Do not fear, for I am with you.” (Isaiah 43:5)

PRAYER: Help us, heavenly Father, to release fear and reclaim faith in 

the face of trouble, trusting that you will see us through. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

JAN MILLS

“My family members tell me that 
I grow more like Mama every 
day,” Jan Mills writes. “I can 
think of no greater compliment.” 
Contributed photo 

JAN MILLS



Dorothy Ann Boone Inscoe
Nov. 24, 1932 — April 18, 2021

RALEIGH — Dorothy Ann Boone Inscoe passed 
away and returned to heaven peacefully in the 

arms of her beloved 
Thomas Russell on 
April 18, 2021.

Dorothy was born 
in Henderson to Fred 
Richard Boone and 
Mary Manolia Thomp-
son.

She was devoted to 
family, friends, church 
and community.

Dorothy loved her 
friends and was loved 
by many. She was a 
faithful member of 
her church, a deacon 
and Sunday school 

teacher for 20 years and sang in the choir at First 
Baptist Church in Spring Hope. She also loved 
and attended Gibson Memorial United Methodist 
Church with many other beloved friends.

Dorothy was a great seamstress who loved 
crafts and playing cards with friends. She was 
always a compassionate listener and a warm and 
loving companion. She was an accomplished 
homemaker with great taste, creating for her 
family and friends a beautiful, warm and comfort-
able home to enjoy.

Doff was chief cook and bottle washer for a 
gaggle of children, her own and those she inher-
ited through marriage. She loved them all and 
she loved them equally. She also adopted for her 
own all the spouses of her children and welcomed 
them warmly into the family with her love, gifts, 
time and affection.

Dorothy was preceded in death by her hus-
bands, Gordon Turner Bobbitt Jr. and Ashby 
Gerald Inscoe; her mother, Manolia, father Fred; 
sister, Jean Phillips; and son, Danny Gordon Bob-
bitt Jr.

She is survived by daughters, Melonie Inscoe 
Grooms, Lily Denise Pennington, Irish Wanda 
Bobbitt Thomas and Karen Leonard Inscoe Ben-
glen; and sons, Bruce Ward Inscoe and Keith 
Warren Inscoe. Also in our beloved family griev-
ing her loss are Tracy Warren, Dennis DuCasse, 
Al Benglen, Marsha Manning Inscoe, Joan Bryant 
Inscoe and Craig Parham. Grandchildren she 
is leaving behind include, Kevin James Bullard, 
Ashby Nicholas Bullard, Leigh Ashley Akins, 
Celestial Dawn Pennington, Holly Grace Pen-
nington, Melissa Ann Inscoe, Elias Carr Inscoe II, 
Mollie Combs Barrett, Maggie Combs Reed and 
Tanner Ward Inscoe; and one great-grandchild, 
Savannah Scott Akins.

At 4 p.m. May 16, a celebration of Dorothy’s life 
will be held in Spring Hope, outside on the banks 
of the Tar River at historic Webb’s Mill. A recep-
tion will follow at the same location. All social dis-
tancing and necessary precautions will be taken 
to assure everyone’s safety.

In lieu of flowers, those wishing to make a 
donation in Dorothy’s honor can do so to the 
beloved N.C. Symphony by contacting Rebecca 
Watkins at 919-789-5497 or rwatkins@ncsym-
phony.org.

Services provided by Brown-Wynne, 300 Saint 
Mary’s St., Raleigh.  

Arnold Ruffin Brantley Jr.
Jan. 23, 1940 — April 27, 2021

BAILEY — Arnold “A.J.” Ruffin Brantley Jr., 81, 
died Tuesday, April 27, 2021. Arrangements are 
by Joyner’s Funeral Home and Crematory, Wil-
son.  

Betty Hicks Proctor
Aug. 10, 1953 — April 26, 2021

MIDDLESEX — Betty Hicks Proctor, 67, died 
Monday, April 26, 2021. Arrangements are by 
Joyner’s Funeral Home and Crematory, Wilson.  

Wilbert David Best
Feb. 7, 1949 — April 22, 2021

BAILEY — Wilbert David Best, 72, died Thurs-
day, April 22, 2021. Arrangements are by Joyner’s 
Funeral Home and Crematory, Wilson.  

Hattie Alston-Doughty
BAILEY — Hattie “Jackie” Alston-Doughty, 57, 

died Thursday, April 22, 2021. Arrangements are 
by Carrons Funeral Home, Wilson.

OBITUARIES
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Nash UNC Health Care offers 
outpatient COVID treatment
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash UNC Health Care 
is participating in an 
investigational infusion 
therapy for COVID posi-
tive patients.

Monoclonal antibody 
infusion therapy has 
been authorized by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration as an inves-
tigational treatment for 
COVID-19.

People who have been 
diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 and are at high 
risk for developing severe 
COVID-19 symptoms can 
choose to receive this 
treatment, which may 
prevent them from need-
ing hospitalization. 

“Antibodies are part 
of our natural defense 
against viruses, but they 
take time for the body 
to make,” said Dr. Paula 
Dilanchian, medical di-
rector of Nash Infectious 
Disease. “Antibodies 
designed to attack CO-

VID-19 have been devel-
oped in the laboratory, 
and in several studies 
have been shown to re-
duce the risk of progress-
ing to severe COVID-19 
and hospitalization when 
given early to people 
who test positive for CO-
VID-19.”

This therapy is given 
as an infusion at Nash 
UNC’s outpatient COVID 
Treatment Center, but 
not all COVID-positive 
patients may qualify to 
receive this treatment.

The criteria for pa-
tients to be considered 
for monoclonal antibody 
infusion therapy at Nash 
UNC’s COVID Treatment 
Center are:

• Testing positive for 
COVID-19.

• Being 65 or older, 
or being under 65 but 
having a chronic health 
problem that puts you at 
risk for severe COVID-19 
symptoms; including 
obesity, diabetes, lung 
disease, heart disease 

and others.
• Not currently being 

admitted to an inpatient 
facility or hospital.

“Some COVID pa-
tients say they feel better 
between the first three 
to five days of having 
symptoms and refuse 
this treatment. However, 
their symptoms may 
worsen as time goes on.,” 
said Dilanchian. “When 
deciding whether or not 
to receive monoclonal an-
tibody infusion therapy, 
it’s important to realize 
that the patient will not 
qualify for the treatment 
if symptoms exceed 10 
days,  even if symptoms 
progress. So making the 
decision quickly is es-
sential.”

Dilanchian explained 
that for the most effective 
treatments, monoclonal 
antibody therapy needs 
to be given as soon as 
possible after COVID 
symptoms begin — ide-
ally before 10 days of 
symptom onset.

“We have been offering 
this therapy to patients 
since November of 2020. 
Since then, we have treat-
ed over 160 patients and 
have seen positive effects 
in lowering the symp-
toms in many of those 
patients,” said Dr. Crystal 
Hayden, chief operating 
officer and chief nurs-
ing officer at Nash UNC 
Health Care.

“When our COVID cen-
sus started to rise earlier 
this year, we began look-
ing at the data to uncover 
where the cases could be 
coming from,” Hayden 
said. “While doing that, 
we noticed that many of 
our hospitalized COVID 
patients were offered 
monoclonal antibody 
therapy soon after receiv-
ing their positive COVID 
test, but did not choose 
to have the treatment. 
Though receiving any 
kind of medical care is 
a personal decision, we 
encourage those who are 
eligible for this therapy 

to highly consider it, 
knowing that it could 
possibly lower your 
symptoms.  As we have 
improved education 
and awareness of what 
this therapy is, we are 
seeing more patients 
participate and benefit 
from this treatment.”

To find out if you are 
at high risk for severe 
COVID symptoms and 
eligible for monoclo-
nal antibody infusion 
therapy, call the UNC 
COVID Help Line at 
888-850-2684, between 
7 a.m. and 7 p.m.  The 
help line is open seven 
days a week, including 
holidays.  
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VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Life is short, so lick the spoon while baking 
My garden memories are 

often about my grandpar-
ents. With Mother’s Day 
just around the corner, I was 
thinking of my mother and 
realized that she’s had a big-
ger influence on some of the 
things I do than I have admit-
ted.

It used to be embarrassing, 
but my mother picks up stems from plants in 
stores that have fallen on the ground if they 
can be rooted. Succulent leaves, vine plants, 
herbs — just to name a few — end up in her 
purse. If the floor or shelf around the plants 
have stray pieces, she takes them. 

I was wandering around Lowe’s last week 
and realized I had pieces of fallen plants in 
my hand, too. Apparently, this is a family tra-
dition. 

My adult children recently sent me pictures 
of the plants they have “saved” from a sure 
death when they found them separated from 
the mother plant. It’s not thrift that motivates 
us, but a sense of duty to let the little pieces of 
plants live their best life.

Another compulsion, it seems — I water 
other people’s plants, just like my mom! My 
sister could care less that I pick off the brown 
leaves and water her plants right after I hug 
her and her kids. My family is used to my 
plant watering. 

Strangers, on the other hand, usually have 
one of two reactions. They either think I’m 
the hired gardener or they just back away, 
shaking their heads as I empty my water bot-
tle on an outdoor planter that looks thirsty.

I volunteer. My mother has macular degen-
eration and doesn’t see as well as she used to. 
She used to sew little dresses for care boxes 

to be sent overseas. Now she’s able to cut 
the fabric for the dresses but can’t see well 
enough to sew. Her solution is to partner with 
another lady who does the sewing. With all 
of our moves, I have always found that to be-
come part of my community, I needed to find 
a place to serve. I don’t sew dresses, but I am 
involved in beautification of our town.

I put honey in my peanut butter. In case 
you don’t know, honey is necessary in peanut 
butter sandwiches. Honey keeps the peanut 
butter from sticking to the roof of your mouth 
(Mom said it, so it’s truth). There’s no nego-
tiation, it’s a must-have.

I lick the spoon. Spoiler alert: If you’ve re-

ceived a homemade treat from me, know that 
I licked the spoon in love. I just want to make 
sure you’re getting something that tastes 
great. Plus, it makes me happy. 

Licking the spoon was one of the best rea-
sons to behave. My mom would leave a little 
extra in the bowl and would let my brothers 
and sisters and I lick the bowl squeaky clean-
ish. The mixer beaters, the spoon, even our 
grubby fingers were fair game to scoop the 
remnants from the bottom and sides of the 
bowl. 

At Christmas a few years ago, my sister 

Deputies: Guard smuggled drugs into prison 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — A prison guard is ac-
cused of smuggling drugs into the Nash 

County prison where he 
worked.

Nash County sheriff’s 
deputies last week charged 
36-year-old Chaka Kwesi 
Johnson of Wilson with pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance on prison premises, 
which is a felony.

Johnson is accused in warrants of hav-
ing suboxone. The drug is a partial opi-
oid that delivers diminished doses to a 
patient addicted to stronger opioids, ac-
cording to American Addiction Centers, 
a nationwide rehabilitation and treat-
ment provider.

Johnson has served as a guard at 
Nash Correctional Institution on U.S. 
264 Alternate outside Nashville for 
three years.

“I have nothing to say. I really don’t,” 
Johnson said when reached by phone. 

Johnson resigned on April 26, said 
John Bull, spokesman for the N.C. De-

partment of Public Safety Division of 
Prisons, which is conducting an internal 
investigation.

“The Department of Public Safety has 
zero tolerance for any staff involved 
in any illegal activity,” Bull said. “The 
department has many hardworking cor-
rectional professionals, and it takes staff 
arrests very seriously.”

Deputies arrested Johnson on April 23. 
He received a $3,500 bond from a mag-
istrate who based the decision on John-
son’s failure to apprear in two prior court 
cases for traffic violations, according to 
Johnson’s arrest warrant and accompa-
nying documents.

Johnson has a May 21 court date on a 
Johnston County charge of driving on a 
revoked license, according to the N.C. 
Criminal Court Calendar.

Johnson received a speeding ticket in 
September that was dismissed with a 
warning in February, along with a cita-
tion for failure to reduce speed and col-
liding with another vehicle. Prosecutors 
also dismissed that case in February, ac-
cording to documents on file at the Nash 
County Courthouse.

Johnson received a 2017 speeding 
ticket in Nash County. He paid for the 
ticket and fine.

The state hired Johnson to work at the 
Nash prison in April 2018. 

Spring Hope entrance illuminated 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Once on of 
the darkest exits on U.S. 64, the 
main entrance into Spring Hope, 
is now lit up like a football field.

Pike Electric installed six utility 
poles along N.C. 581 at the U.S. 
64 exit last week.

Workers completed the job on 
behalf of Duke Energy and at the 
town of Spring Hope’s request, 
said Town Manager Jae Kim.

“It’s too dark coming into 
town,” Kim said. “We want 
people getting off the highway to 
feel safe. We want them to know 
there’s life in Spring Hope.”

The town plans to install way-
finding signs that will let travel-
ers know about what Spring 
Hope has to offer.

“It will make a difference for 
people driving on 64 deciding 
whether to get off the highway 
at night,” said Allen Barbee, the 
Spring Hope Area Chamber of 
Commerce past president who 
campaigned for years to get the 
project approved and funded. 

“Actually, my mother got the 
ball the rolling,” Barbee said. 

Mable Barbee, who died in 

2011, wrote a letter to state 
transportation officials asking 
for lights at the overpass so mo-
torists could see clearer at night 
when using the highway’s on- 
and off-ramps. 

After several starts and stops, 
the project was finally greenlit 
earlier this year.

It’s a happy coincidence the 
lights are being installed at the 
same time of the building of the 

new Bojangles at the same inter-
section, Kim said.

Duke Energy is paying for the 
installation, Kim said, and the 
town will pay the electric bill for 
the new lights.    

SOUTHERN NASH 
ROUNDUP

Ladybirds win 
conference 
softball crown 
From staff reports

FRANKLINTON — It 
wasn’t decided until the fi-
nal inning, but the South-
ern Nash High varsity 
softball team can put its 
third 3-A Big East Confer-
ence championship ban-
ner since 2018 on the wall.

In its final game as a 
conference member, se-
nior Barton College signee 
Kierstin Cooper pitched 
a no-hitter and junior 
Alexa Daniel’s RBI single 
with two outs in the top 
of the seventh allowed 
the Ladybirds to clip host 
Franklinton in a 2-1 deci-
sion Thursday night.

Southern Nash, in win-
ning its 12th straight game 
to reach 12-1 overall and 
a spotless 10-0 in Big East 
play, trailed 1-0 in the 
fourth inning. A Franklin-
ton (8-2, 8-2 Big East) 
victory would have forced 
a share of the conference 
title and a drawing for the 
Big East’s top seed into 
the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion 3-A playoffs.

Cooper struck out 11 
and walked four, but still 
trailed entering the fifth 
inning. Daniel, who drove 
in both runs for the Lady-
birds, laced a run-scoring 
single to plate senior Tay-
lor Bailey in the fifth.

Needing a go-ahead run 
in the seventh, McKenna 
Batten dropped down a 
bunt single and was re-
placed on first by Taylor 
Bailey after a fielder’s 
choice.

Once Taylor Bailey stole 
second via a hook slide, 
Daniel drove her in with 
her second single, turning 
it over to Cooper to get 
the final three outs in the 
pitching circle to complete 
the no-hitter. 

Firebirds outlast 
Nash Central 
in slugfest 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
The Southern Nash High 
varsity baseball team fell 
behind 11-3 after four 
innings before a more pa-
tient offensive approach 
allowed the Firebirds to 
construct an eight-run 
fifth on the way to a come-
from-behind 18-12 victory 
Thursday night.

It was the first win for 
the 3-A Big East Con-

Johnson

Chaka Kwesi Johnson served as a guard at Nash Correctional Institution on U.S. 264 
Alternate outside Nashville for three years. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise 

See ROUNDUP, Page 2B

Pike employees install utility poles at U.S. 64 and N.C. 581 in Spring Hope. Troy Kay | For The Enterprise 

20-Minute Texas Sheet Cake

CAKE INGREDIENTS

2 cups flour

2 cups sugar

2 cups butter

4 tablespoons cocoa

1 cup water

1 teaspoon baking 

soda

1 teaspoon cinnamon

1 teaspoon vanilla

1/2 cup buttermilk

2 eggs

FROSTING 
INGREDIENTS 

1 cup butter

4 tablespoons cocoa

6 tablespoons milk

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 pound of powdered 

sugar

1 cup toasted pecans 

(optional but so 

yummy!)

DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Lightly spray or grease 18-by-13 jelly roll 

pan. Put butter, water and cocoa in a me-

dium saucepan on the stove and bring to a 

full boil for 30 seconds. Take o! heat. Mix in 

flour, sugar, baking soda and cinnamon; stir 

well. In a separate bowl, beat together eggs, 

buttermilk and vanilla. Then pour into your 

slightly cooled butter/chocolate mixture. 

Pour into the prepared jelly roll pan and bake 

for 15-20 minutes.

While cake bakes, make the frosting. (Bonus: 

You can rinse your saucepan and use it for 

the frosting, too.) In a medium saucepan, 

melt butter and cocoa. Take o! heat and stir 

in milk, vanilla and powdered sugar.

Once the cake is firm in the middle, take warm 

frosting and pour over the hot cake (yes, ice 

the cake hot). Sprinkle with toasted pecans if 

you like them. Cut into squares and — ta da! 

The best ever chocolate cake that really only 

takes 20 minutes to be ready to eat!  

DEEANN 
RIVERA

See BAKING , Page 2B
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and I split the mixer beaters after 
our mom made mashed potatoes. 
It doesn’t seem that we are going to 
outgrow this habit.

I was surprised to realize that just like 
seeds that fall from the plant, things my 
mother does are things I do, and have 
become things my children do.

I recently read that we spend 
45% of our day thinking about the 

past. Almost half of the day is spent 
looking back. Make sure what you 
spend doing today will be a memory 
that makes you smile. 

I feel that it’s important to find 
micro-pockets of things that bring 
you joy, even if it makes you like 
your mother. Your happiness quirks 
may be different from mine — al-
though you must put the honey in 
the peanut butter! Your joy is con-
tagious and makes life sweeter for 

everyone.
So don’t forget: Life is short; lick 

the spoon!
This recipe is easy to make and 

only takes 20 minutes; but is totally 
lick-the-spoon-worthy.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring Hope resi-
dent who blogs at VictoryGarden-
Gal.com. Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

continued from page 1B

Baking: Almost half of the day is spent looking back

ferene Firebirds, who 
amassed 15 hits compared 
to 11 for Nash Central. 
Zyshone Pearce went 3 
for 4 with an RBI, while 
A.J. High went 3 for 4 with 
three RBIs.

Matthew Hill, Landen 
Baker and Mason Cone all 
had two hits. Tanner Bak-
er added a two-run single 
for Southern Nash, who 
tacked on four runs in the 
sixth and three more in 
the seventh.

Baker claimed the win 
on the mound, allowing 
one hit over three innings 
with six strikeouts.

Nash Central of the 2-A 
Eastern Plains Conference 
fell to 1-2.

Ladybirds get 
2-0 win to end 
soccer season

FRANKLINTON — Net-
ting one goal in each half 
Thursday, the Southern 
Nash High varsity girls 
soccer team ended its 
2021 season on a positive 
note with a 2-0 conquest 
of 3-A Big East Confer-
ence opponent Franklin-
ton.

Midway through the 
first half, junior Layla 
Austin found sophomore 
Amber Patterson with a 
pass, which was headed in 

by Patterson for a 1-0 half-
time lead.

Junior Vanessa Velez 
gave the Ladybirds (7-4. 
4-4 Big East) an insurance 
goal in the second half 
by booting in a loose ball 
around the goal line.

Senior goalkeeper 
Kathryn Robinson and 
junior Valerie Valez led 
the Ladybirds on defense 
en route to a third-place 
finish in the five-team Big 
East race.

Robinson, Briana Cobos, 
and Jada Zimmerman ap-
peared in their final games 
for Southern Nash.

Southern Nash 
finishes 3rd in Big 
East individuals

WILSON — The South-
ern Nash High girls golf 
team posted a third-place 
finish as a team at Thurs-
day’s 3-A Big East Confer-
ence individual champi-
onships, held at Willow 
Springs Country Club.

Mackenzie Gamble (94), 
Samantha Puckett (98) 
and Madilyn Lockhart 
(104) earned all-confer-
ence honors by finishing 
inside the top 10 in stroke 
average.

Tabatha Tomaszewski, 
who shot a 102, earned 
honorable mention.

Fike wraps up Big 

East team title

WILSON — Led by 
freshman medalist Brean-
na Council, the Fike High 
girls golf team put the 
finishing touches on the 
3-A Big East Conference 
championship following 
the conclusion of the sev-
enth and final match of 
2021 on Thursday.

Playing a full 18 holes 
as opposed to nine-hole 
events, Fike amassed a 
team score of 252 for its 
low three individuals, 
while Hunt was 20 shots 
back at 272. Following 
were Southern Nash (294) 
and Franklinton (339). 
Northern Nash did not 
field enough golfers for a 
score, while Rocky Mount 
did not field a team in con-
ference play.

From a cumulative per-
spective, the Lady Golden 
Demons bested Hunt over 
the seven-round circuit 
with an aggregate stroke 
count of 1,052. That was 
88 shots better than the 
Lady Warriors at 1,120 as 
Southern Nash (1,153) 
and Franklinton (1,367) 
followed.

The top 10 golfers in the 
league out of 22 scored 
were recognized as all-
conference. Council’s 
medalist run of 269 was 
36 shots clear of freshman 
Avery Briley and Hunt’s 
Ashton Barnes, who dead-
locked for second at 305. 
Hunt’s Anna Brooke Tay-
lor (313) and Mackenzie 
Gamble (316) of Southern 
Nash rounded out the top 
five.

Other all-conference 
performers were Fike’s 
Morgan Harold (334), Sa-
mantha Puckett (336) of 
Southern Nash, Northern 
Nash’s Cydney Richard-
son (341), Madeline Lock-
hart (344) of Southern 
Nash and Hunt’s Kather-
ine Willoughby (352).

Honorable mention 
nods went to Fike’s Rachel 
Thomason, Allison Boykin 
of Hunt, Northern Nash’s 
Kasey Drake, Southern 
Nash’s Tabitha Tomasze-
wski and Isabelle Henry of 
Franklinton. 

Fike coach Glenn Jones 
was voted the league’s 
Coach of the Year by his 
peers.

Fike sweeps Big East 
tri-match opener

WILSON — The Fike 
High wrestling team, fu-
eled by forfeits, lifted the 
curtain on its 2021 wres-
tling season April 28 with 
a triangular sweep of 3-A 
Big East Conference foes 
Northern Nash and South-
ern Nash.

The host Golden De-
mons took down Northern 
Nash 51-10 before hand-
ing Southern Nash a 45-9 
setback.

Against Northern Nash, 
DeSaun Avent turned 
back Major Phillps of 
Northern Nash at 285 
pounds with an 8-1 deci-
sion.

Picking up pinfall victo-
ries for Fike were Antwan 
Macedo at 138, Vincent 
Page at 170 and Justin 
Bullock at 220. Fike se-
cured five wins via forfeit.

Versus the Firebirds, 
Macedo completed a 2-0 
evening at 138 as did Page 
at 170.

Fike’s 145-pound en-
trant, Abdul Bensaad, 
pinned Luis Arellano.

At 160 pounds, Gregory 
Opie recorded a pin of 
Southern Nash’s Tanner 
Baker. Zametrie Bagley 
secured a slim 8-6 deci-
sion over the Firebirds’ 
Jadel Davis at 182.

For Southern Nash, 
Tristan Rosas outlasted 
Avent at 285 in a tie-
breaker, with Trondrayl 
Newsome pinning Justin 
Bullock at the 220-pound 
class.

Ladybirds lead the 
way at Northgreen

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Utilizing a team score 
of 140 for its low three 
individuals, the Southern 
Nash High girls golf team 
prevailed in a three-team 
3-A Big East Conference 
match at Northgreen 
Country Club on April 27. 

Mackenzie Gamble 

led the way with a 43, 
while Samantha Puckett 
authored a 47. Madelyn 
Lockhart and Tabatha To-
maszewski each turned in 
cards of 50.

The Southern Nash 
quartet qualified for the 
North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion 3-A East regional at 
Wilson’s Willow Springs 
Country Club. 

Firebirds seize Big 
East golf title

BUNN — Southern 
Nash won its final regular-
season match April 26, 
shooting a 194 at The 
River Golf Course to claim 
the 3-A Big East Confer-
ence title.

Jacob Kearney led the 
Firebirds with a 40 in the 
nine-hole match while 
Carson Winstead (47), 
Levy Brantley (51) and 
Jonathan Daniels (56) also 
posted counting scores.

No further details on the 
match or the conference 
standings were available.

Ladybirds rout 
Nash Central 9-0

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Southern Nash stepped 
out of 3-A Big East Confer-
ence play April 26 and got 
a little work on its offense 
as the Ladybirds pounded 
host Nash Central 9-0.

Freshman Citali Rangel 
had a trick for Southern 
Nash, which improved to 
6-4 overall, while class-
mate Charlotte Benson 
had three assists and a 
goal. Amber Patterson 
scored twice while Jada 
Zimmerman and Jessica 
Garcia each had a goal.

Vanessa Velez and 
Maura Kennedy added an 
assist each.

McCalston leads 
Firebirds at 
Rocky Mount

ROCKY MOUNT — Be-
hind a trio of first-place 
showings from Jalen Mc-
Calston, the Southern 
Nash High boys track 

team amassed eight top 
performances in an April 
26 tri-meet at Rocky 
Mount High.

Southern Nash of the 
3-A Big East Conference 
picked up first-place 
showings from Mc-
Calston in the long jump, 
110-meter hurdles and 300 
hurdles.

McCalston won the long 
jump with an attempt of 
21 feet, while claiming the 
110 hurdles in 15.56 sec-
onds and the 300 in 42.28.

The Firebirds 4x800-re-
lay team of Darrin Bailey, 
Logan Saunders, Kelvin 
Hill and Thomas Cope-
land crossed the line in a 
time of 9:03.9.

Bailey tacked on two 
more first-place efforts in 
the high jump, clearing an 
even 6 feet and leading the 
field in the 800 (2:18).

In the 400, T.J. Taybron 
finished first in 55:09 
while Kahari Caudle won 
the triple jump with his 
leap of 35-1.

Firebirds stymied 
at Wake Forest 
in opener

WAKE FOREST — The 
Southern Nash High var-
sity baseball team found 
little in the way of offense 
April 26 as junior Zyshone 
Pearce tallied the only hit 
for the Firebirds in a 10-0, 
five-inning loss to Wake 
Forest.

Wake Forest of the 4-A 
Northern Carolina Confer-
ence induced the 10-run 
mercy rule after five in-
nings with three runs in 
the first, five in the second 
and two in the third.

Nevin Norville and Luke 
Stevenson homered for 
the Cougars, purveyors of 
five hits.

Sophomore Landen 
Baker took the loss for 
Southern Nash of the 3-A 
Big East Conference, with 
two of his five runs being 
earned over 1 innings. 
Southern Nash committed 
four errors.

Nicholas Moran claimed 
the win for Wake Forest 
on the mound. 

continued from page 1B

Roundup: Jacob Kearney led the Firebirds with a 40 in the nine-hole match

UNIDENTIFIED

Body dumped on interstate remains mystery
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

It’s difficult to imagine a more 
innocent image than three 
cartoon bunnies, two riding bi-
cycles and one on a unicycle.

That design, adorning the 
pink sweatshirt of a young 
woman or teenage girl, is a stark 
contrast to the grim fate she 
met prior to workers finding her 
half-nude, decomposing body 
along a major North Carolina 
highway three decades ago. 

A cleanup crew working along 
Interstate 40 in Orange County 
on Sept. 19, 1990, discovered 
the remains of the still unknown 
white young woman or teen-
age girl, believed to be younger 
than 20 years old at the time 
of her death. Her body was 15 
feet down an embankment, just 
east of the exit onto New Hope 
Church Road in Hillsborough.

The young woman or teen-
age girl had been strangled and 
dumped about a week before 
discovery, according to her au-
topsy report.

“The location of the body, the 
fact that the body was unclothed 
from the waist down, the ab-
sence of any natural disease to 
explain death and the postmor-

tem injury to the neck and face 
lead me to conclude that this is 
a homicide and that death was 
most likely due to asphyxiation 
or strangulation,” Dr. J.D. Butts 
noted in his autopsy summary.

No shoes were present at the 
scene and the bottom of the 
young woman or teenage girl’s 
socks were clean, almost pris-
tine, according to the autopsy 
report. The clean socks could be 
an indicator her killer dumped 
her body straight from a vehicle 
rather than dragging her body 
or chasing her to the dump site.

Whether washed ashore, 
unearthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the woods, 
discovered in abandoned houses, 
killed on busy roads or located in 
rivers, ponds and along railroad 
tracks, more than 120 bodies re-
main unidentified in North Caro-
lina. This is one of their stories.

The young woman or teenage 
girl had shoulder-length brown 
hair that had been frosted and 
dyed strawberry blond. Her eye 
color remains unknown.

The woman or girl had never 
given birth. She had no prior 

bone breaks or fractures.
Her blood alcohol content 

equaled .02 on the Breathalyzer 
scale. No drugs were in her 
system, according to toxicology 
results.

The young woman or teen 
stood about 5 feet, 3 inches 
tall and weighed around 120 
pounds. She was most likely on 
the younger end of the estimat-

ed age range, according to in-
formation provided by Daphne 
Ownings, a volunteer who has 
worked closely with law en-
forcement on the case.

Investigators are also working 
with Leslie Kaufman, a forensic 
genealogist who provides pro 
bono assistance to law enforce-
ment in unidentified body cases 
through her Butner-based com-
pany First Genes.

Kaufman became involved as a 
volunteer during the Bobby Whitt 
case in which Orange County 
investigators worked for two de-
cades to identify the 10-year-old 
boy whose body was dumped 
along Interstate 40 under a bill-
board near Mebane in 1998. DNA 
confirmed the child’s identity in 
2018, and his father pleaded guilty 
last year to the murders of the boy 
and his mother, whose body had 
been dumped in South Carolina 
and also identified through DNA, 
according to press releases and 
published reports.

“After that case, I determined 
I was going to learn how to do 
genealogy and help with these 
other cases,” Kaufman said.

Renowned forensic artist Carl 
Koppelman created a new illus-
tration of the young woman or 
teenage girl in 2018.

Social media and the inter-

net weren’t resources for law 
enforcement in 1990, but now 
these avenues allow the young 
woman or teen’s likeness to be 
shared with millions of people, 
Orange County Sheriff Charles 
Blackwood said in a press state-
ment at the time his office re-
leased the illustration.

“This image needs to reach 
the right person — the person 
who knows who this girl was,” 
Blackwood said.

Investigators have pursued 
more than 100 leads. More than 
40 missing women have been 
ruled out as a match.

The young woman or teen-
age girl’s National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System 
number is 2224. Anyone with 
information can contact Capt. 
Joshua Wood with the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Office at 919-
245-2927 or Team Cold Case at 
252-406-6736. A monetary re-
ward is available.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a 
weekly series examining the 
more than 120 cases of unidenti-
fied human remains discovered 
in North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces each 
installment for The Enterprise of 
Spring Hope and other Restora-
tion NewsMedia newspapers.

Forensic artist Carl Koppelman 
created this 2018 illustration 
depicting an unknown young 
woman or teenage girl whose body 
was discovered off of Interstate 
40 in Orange County in 1990. 
Contributed photo
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PEACHTREE NEWS 

Understanding integrity: ‘Either you have it or you don’t’ 
We at 

Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
welcomed 
more new 
visitors 
Sunday. 
The faith-
ful are 

starting to come back 
to church now that CO-
VID-19 is not as active. 
It is so good to see them. 
Praise the Lord. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Beverly Wilson in 
loving honor of her moth-
er Barbara Privette’s 90th 
birthday.

Special music: Jane May 
performed a piano solo. 
Marta Whitehouse sang 
the song “Special Love,” 
written by Karen Peck. 

Bible verse for the 
month of April: Hebrews 
12:2.

Pastor’s message: “The 
Character Quality of In-
tegrity is Honesty,” with 
Scripture from various 
verses.  

GOD’S LOVE

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “God Is Love,” by 
Billy Graham, from “Gar-
den of Gethsemane.” 

“God is love.” — 1 John 
4:8.

“We aren’t always 
sure ourselves what we 
mean when we use the 
term love. That word has 
become one of the most 
widely misused words in 
our language. We say we 
‘love’ to travel; we ‘love’ 
to eat chocolate cake or 
we ‘love’ our new car. 
Why, we even say we 
‘love’ our neighbors — 
but most of us don’t do 
much more than just say 
it and let it go at that! No 
wonder we don’t have a 
very clear idea of what 
the Bible means when it 
says, ‘God is love.’

“Don’t make the mistake 
of thinking that because 
God is love, everything is 
going to be sweet, beauti-
ful and happy and that no 
one will be punished for 
his sins. God’s holiness 
demands that all sin be 
punished, but God’s love 
provides the plan and way 
of redemption for sinful 
man. God’s love provided 
the cross of Jesus, by 
which man can have for-
giveness and cleansing. It 
was the love of God that 
sent Jesus Christ to the 
cross!”

INTEGRITY IS WHOLENESS

My devotional this week 
is “The Meaning of Integ-
rity,” by speaker Dr. Har-
old J. Sala.

“But the king said to 
him, ‘How many times 
shall I make you swear 
that you speak to me noth-
ing but the truth in the 
name of the Lord?’” — 1 
Kings 16:22.

“While integrity is the 
very bedrock of a society, 
our thinking has grown 
fuzzy over the importance 
of the issue. Believe it or 
not, in my file is an ar-
ticle about a certain city 
where the city council had 
made a decision to legal-
ize prostitution, and to 
guarantee that only girls 
of good character would 
work. The ordinance 
demanded that the girls 
would be licensed by the 
city: ‘Only upon satisfacto-
ry proof that the applicant 
is of good character.’

“Integrity is moral and 
spiritual uprightness. It 
is a personal choice that 
one makes — a decision 
to hold himself or herself 
to an ethical standard, 
regardless of the conse-
quences.

“Our English word in-
tegrity evolved from a Lat-
in adjective integer, mean-
ing whole or complete. In 
this context, integrity is 
the inner sense of ‘whole-
ness’ deriving from quali-
ties such as honesty and 
consistent character. As 

such, one may judge that 
others have integrity to 
the extent that they act 
and practice the values 
they feel are important.

“When General William 
Dean was a prisoner of 
war for three years dur-
ing the Korean conflict, he 
was allowed to write one 
letter home. To his son 
he wrote, ‘Bill, remember 
that integrity is the most 
important thing of all. Let 
it be your aim.’

“Integrity is not mea-
sured in percentages as 
the percentage of free 
throws that someone 
makes in a basketball 
game, or a pitcher makes 
in putting baseballs in 
the strike zone. You’ll 
never hear a broadcaster 
speaking of someone say-
ing, ‘This man has 73% 
integrity!’ Either you have 
it or you don’t. A husband 
is not 50% faithful to the 
vows he makes at a mar-
riage altar. Either you are 
faithful or you are not, and 
anything less that absolute 
fidelity is a prelude to a 
broken home.

“Would you allow a sur-
geon to operate on you 
if you knew that he had 
cheated his way through 
med school?

“Would you invest your 
money with a stock broker 
who had been convicted of 
fraud?

“Would you fly in an air-
plane that had only a 50% 
chance of landing safely?

“And why is integrity so 
important? Issues of life 
and death are dependent 
upon the character and 
integrity of others.

“A surgeon told a new 
nurse to keep track of the 
number of sponges that 
were used in the course of 
an operation. He counted 
out 12 sponges. At the end 
of the procedure, he asked 
the nurse how many she 
had retrieved, ‘Twelve, 
doctor!’ she replied, and 
then the surgeon moved 
his foot that had con-
cealed another one on the 
floor. That was her last 
surgery with that doctor.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Flower calendar sign-
up sheets for 2021 are in 
the narthex. Please get 
one, fill out and return.

• Women on Missions 
met last week for the first 
time in a year. Peachtree 
will begin a new mission 
offering.  

• Peachtree’s new visual 
equipment for the church 
should be here this week.

• Sunday school will 
start at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 6.  

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Wendy and Ray Ed-
wards hosted an afternoon 
cookout on Saturday. 
Great friends and food.

• Janice Sykes’ daugh-
ter, Janet, and a friend 
spent the weekend with 
her.

• Ray and Joan and 
Bob Bunn and I went out 
to dinner Friday night in 
Wake Forest.

• Chad and Jamie Horn-
er hosted their Sunday 
lunch.

• Melba and Jerry Hob-
good, Virgie and Don 
Lyles and Bob and I went 
to lunch at Parkers Bar-
becue on April 27. Great 
company and food.

• The Coopers Ruritan 
Club will hold a chicken 
plate sale at 11 a.m. 
Friday, May 7. Food will 
be available until sold 
out. No tickets will be 
sold in advance. Plates 
are $8 each and will be 
served to drive-thru cus-
tomers with no on-site 
dining.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, Bar-
bara Privette, Dorothy 
Nelson and Rudy and Gail 
Brantley.

• Randell Whitley 
and Donnie Patterson, 
Hal Washington and 
Brenda Foster need our 
prayers.

• Delcie Wakefield and 
Pastor Bill Wakefield are 
recovering at home.

• Ronnie Matthews, 
Audrey Farmer and James 
Tharrington are home re-
covering.

• Janie Joyner, Bill Nel-
son and Joyce Brinkley 
are undergoing treatment.

• Norman Whitley is re-
covering from surgery.

• Joan Eason is home 
recovering from surgery.

• Jon Anglemeyer, 
friend of Nikki Scott, 
needs our prayers. Jon, a 
father of two, needs a kid-
ney transplant.

• All organ donors need 
our prayers.

• Marta Whitehouse 
needs our prayers. She 
will be completing a test 
for her treatments very 
soon.

• Brenda Foster needs 
prayers.

• Ricky Clay needs 
prayer. He will be starting 
treatment soon.

• Birthday blessings to 
Phyllis Matthews (May 6), 

Melanie White and Cheryl 
Hayes (May 8), Jerry 
Hobgood (May 9), Sandra 
Breedlove (May 19) and 
Ann Browder (May 22).

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 

Saturdays the week before 
the events. I will need your 
news no later than 2 p.m. 
on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member 
of Peachtree Baptist 
Church.FRAN 

BUNN

The Enterprise
Job seekers’ yellow brick road
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General Services

Roofing/Gutter Service

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

COUNTY OF NASH

THE UNDERSIGNED, having quali-
fied on the 22nd day of October, 

Public 
Notices

Public Notices

NOTICES

Adult Care

Need 2 - 3 Semi Volunteer

Christian caregivers for wonderful
90 year old Father in East Raleigh.
Needs 24/7 care, stipend $80 for 24

hour. Dad Covid
vaccinated and care giver must be
also. My main caregiver out for 2

months soon. 24/72 hr shifts straight
through. Really need help if able.

Please leave clear voicemail.
773-251-5957. Thank you much!

CLASSIFIEDS

Public 
Notices

2020, as the of the ESTATE OF 
Nancy Wicker Pierce, Deceased, of 
Nash County, North Carolina, do 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 26 
2021 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 21st day of April, 2021.
JESSICA PIERCE VESTER
executor
6809 Woodmere Drive
Raleigh, NC 27612
The Enterprise
April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 2021

Police: Body found in Rocky Mount 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — Au-
thorities are investigating 
the discovery of human 
remains off Sunset Av-
enue last week. 

Nash County Sheriff 
Keith Stone received a call 

April 27 alerting him to a 
body in the woods in the 
4500 block of Sunset Av-
enue. Stone said he called 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department since the lo-
cation is within city limits.

City police evidence 
technicians have collected 
and documented foren-
sics evidence, said Rocky 

Mount police spokesman 
Cpl. Ricky Jackson.

Anyone with information 
about the body is asked to 
contact the Rocky Mount Po-
lice Department at 252-972-
1411 or Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-1111.

To send information 
through the Text-A-Tip 
service, text RMPOL and 

your message to CRIMES 
(274637).

Team Cold Case offers 
up to $15,000 for informa-
tion that leads to arrest in 
unsolved homicide and 
missing person cases. The 
tip line is 252-406-6736.

Authorities say phone 
calls and text messages 
are anonymous.   

Nash UNC maintains ‘A’ performance grade 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — Nash UNC 
Health Care has received an A from 
The Leapfrog Group for its spring 
2021 reporting period.

The Leapfrog Group is a national 
nonprofit organization that collects 
and reports hospital performance 
data and works with national ex-
perts to establish standards against 
which all participating hospitals are 
measured.

This is the second A in a row the 
organization has rewarded Nash 
UNC.

“I am proud to report that Nash 
UNC Health Care has earned an A 
for two consecutive reporting peri-
ods,” said Dr. L. Lee Isley, president 
and CEO of Nash UNC Health Care. 
“Thanks to the leadership of our 
Board of Commissioners, collabora-
tion with our medical staff and our 
entire Nash UNC team’s dedication 
to our patients and community, we 

were able to obtain an A score in 
the fall of 2020. We are excited that 
all of those efforts and a renewed 
focus on quality and our community 
has allowed us to maintain an A 
rating for the spring 2021 reporting 
period.” 

After receiving a D in the spring 
of 2017, Nash UNC focused on a 
robust plan to improve its quality 
metrics.

“We have shown steady improve-
ment in our scores since that time. 
We are pleased that our score now 
reflects the high quality of care 
Nash UNC provides to its patients,” 
said Isley.

According to The Leapfrog 
Group, survey results are used to 
educate consumers and purchas-
ers about the quality and safety of 
hospitals in their community. The 
Leapfrog Group says hospitals that 
voluntarily submit their data to the 
Leapfrog Hospital Survey are to be 
commended for their commitment 

to transparency and educating their 
patients about the quality and safety 
of the care they provide.

With the spring scores, Nash UNC 
saw additional improvements in two 
specific categories: Communication 
about medicines and discharge in-
formation.

“A special thank you to our nurs-
ing teams and care management 
staff for helping us improve our 
scores in those two specific cat-
egories since our last survey. Their 
hard work and dedication resulted 
in the improvements outlined in our 
spring score,” said Isley.

“I am very proud of the entire 
Nash UNC team for working to-
gether to maintain excellent patient 
care day to day. The Leapfrog A 
score for two reporting periods in a 
row is evidence of the commitment 
our hospital has to quality, patient 
and family advocacy and engage-
ment, and our community as a 
whole.”   

Rec department announces youth soccer scores
For The Enterprise 

Nash County Recreation & Senior 
Services has announced soccer 
scores for games played on April 17.

BOYS AGES 3-4

Pirates 5, Top Notch Lawn Care LLC 1
• Pirates: Christian Pearce 3, Davion Edmond-

son 2.
• Top Notch Lawn Care LLC: Kashdyn Davis 1. 
Fulford & Jones 6, Tiny Titans 2
• Fulford & Jones: Eason Holly 4, Lane Brannan 

2, Marley Scott 2.
• Tiny Titans: Gaston Dean 2.  
GIRLS AGES 3-4

Girl Talk 8, Purple Daisies 1
• Girl Talk: Mia Prezioso 3, Maddox Taylor 3, 

Mallory Pressley 2. 
• Purple Daisies: Leah Jones 1. 
Lil Bits 9, Dragonflies 3
• Lil Bits: Layton Efird 4, Londyn Williams 2, 

Cali Barefoot 1, Serenity Jones 1.
• Dragonflies: Aylania Harper-Ayscue 2, An-

naBeth Sutton 1.
RO Mulch Knightcrawlers 4, Lady Birds 2
• RO Mulch Knightcrawlers: Kyleigh Creech 4.
• Lady Birds: Addyson Costa 1, Yazmin Rangel 

1.

BOYS AGES 5-6

Mean Machine 9, Shark Attack 0
• Mean Machine: Cole Melton 3, Isaiah Gonza-

les 2, Caleb laird-Baker 2, Aaron Lynch 1, Brody 
Maynard 1

Thundercats 8, Sapony Creek Apiaries 3
• Thundercats: Kyle Trull 5, Jacob Martinez 2, 

Jackson Evans 1.
• Sapony Creek Apiaries: Michael Bass 3. 
GIRLS AGES 5-6

Lady Wolves 9, Rainbow Kickers 2
• Lady Wolves: Shelby Faile 6, Bree Rice 2, 

Kenzie Benson 1.
Rainbow Kickers: Emme Burns 2.
Lil Bits 6, Bears 0
• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 5, Ryanne Overman 1.
BOYS AGES 7-8

Screaming Nachos 3, Shark Attack 0
• Screaming Nachos: Daniel Rangel-Rodriguez 

3.
Wires Inc. 5, Minecrafters 3
• Wires Inc: Rafeal Flores 5.
Minecrafters: Andrew Lucas 2, Graham Bel-

lamy 1.
GIRLS AGES 7-8

Storm 2, Top Notch Lawn Care LLC
• Storm: Penelope Bass 1, Layla Terry 1.
Red Oak Shark Shooters 7, Sparkles 1
• Red Oak Shark Shooters: Carla Evans 4, 

Emerson McKeel 1, Adalyn Starkey 1, Chandler 
Woodcock 1.

• Sparkles: Miriam Lang 1. 
BOYS AGES 9-10 

Mean Green 6, Bulldogs 6
• Mean Green: Derrick High 3, Santiago Vargas-

Ugarte 2, Saif Hasan 1. 
• Bulldogs: Joshua Lucas 6.
GIRLS AGES 9-10

Hornets 5, Girls on Fire 0
Hornets: Emilyn Lopez Jimenez 3, A’dia Cash 2.
Avengers 5, Eagles 1
• Avengers: Brooklyn Rice 3, Brianna Leon 

Vazquez 1, Jayda Leonard 1. 
• Eagles: Harmony Dupree 1.
BOYS AGES 11-13

Strikers 4, Panthers 1
• Strikers: Eduardo Juan Rangel 2, Jacob 

Bunch 1, Angel Espiritu-Aguilar 1.
• Panthers: Levi Godfrey 1.
GIRLS AGES 11-14

Eagles 3, Flying Squirrels 2
• Eagles: Ana Maria Alonso Salgado 1, Charish 

Fields 1, Olivia Williams 1.
• Flying Squirrels: Alaina Davis 1, Alice Sykes 1.
COED AGES 14-16

Silver Knights 1, Los Amigos 0. 
• Silver Knights: Individual scorer not provided. 

It’s time for our nation to pray 
Every year since 

1952, the United 
States has held a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. 

Our country always 
needs prayer, and per-
haps this year it needs 
prayer more than 
ever. I need not relate 
all the problems we’re 

having these days. I’ll just say that 
we’re struggling with becoming the 
“Untied” States of America with all 
our divisions and disagreements. 

Honestly, no matter which people 
we elect as presidents of the United 
States, none of them can make ev-
erybody happy or solve all our prob-
lems. Only God can do that — or in 
the interim, give us the wisdom and 
the purified hearts needed to bring 

people together.
In the Garden of Eden, Adam 

and Eve didn’t need to pray like we 
think of it today. That is, now we 
pray to a God we cannot directly 
see or touch. But in the book of 
Genesis, Adam and Eve heard God 
as He walked “in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and (they) hid 
themselves from the presence of 
God among the trees of the garden” 
(3:8). 

God even called out to them, ask-
ing where they were, although I 
think He already knew.

Prayer is talking to God, whether 
or not we can detect Him with our 
five basic senses. When we pray to 
Him, He hears and responds, and 
He promises that one day He will 
return to take us where He is (John 

14:3).
The National Day of Prayer’s 

theme verse for this year is from 2 
Corinthians 3:17: “Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty.” And the 
prayer theme prays: “Lord, pour out 
your love, life and liberty.” 

In her introduction of this year’s 
theme, Kathy Branzell offers a 
prayer that includes the follow-
ing: “Jesus…fill us, we pray, to be 
overflowing vessels and examples 
of your love, life and liberty ... Help 
me to show compassion and respect 
to others so that they may hear the 
gospel and come to know You as 
Lord ... In Jesus’ name, amen!”

Indeed, amen.

Donna Crowe is minister’s wife.   

DONNA 
CROWE

Gospel artist to debut new album in concert
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Gospel musician, inde-
pendent recording artist 
and school administrator 
Tevis Harris and record-
ing group faVor, whose 
members include his 
family and friends, will 
debut their forthcoming 
album, “Keep Winning,” 
in a concert planned for 
7 p.m. June 4 at Rise 
Church, 3520 Bishop 
Road. 

General admission is 
$20, with VIP seating 
available for $40. Tickets 
are available on Event-
brite.com. 

Tevis Harris and fa-
Vor’s new single “Begin 

Again,” fea-
turing Wanda 
Barnes, was 
featured on 
the Lonnie 
Hunter Morn-
ing Show as 
the @GetIt-
Done Guest/

Song of the Week. The 
group and song were also 
featured on Inspiration 
1390, on New Music Fri-
day and on the Willie Mae 
McIver, Beyond the Praise 
and Liz Black syndicated 
radio shows, along with 
other internet and stream-
ing venues and the Stellar 

Award-winning All Na-
tions Radio.

“...’Begin Again’ starts 
out with a serenity 
perfectly mirrored by 
Harris’ vocals before 
building into an uplifting 
triumph that is noth-
ing short of awesome,” 
Radio Airplay reviewer 
and touring guitarist and 
instrumentalist Zachery 
Larson said. 

This is Tevis Harris and 
faVor’s first live concert 
appearance. The group 
will debut many of the 
songs from the “Keep 
Winning” album sched-
uled to release on all digi-
tal platforms June 5. 

Harris said a portion of 
concert proceeds will be 
donated to Mauranda’s 
Heart, a local charity that 
connects children with 
mentors who serve in pa-
rental roles where needed.

Harris describes “Keep 
Winning” as “a diverse 
compilation of praise 
and worship, traditional, 
contemporary and urban 
music” that is “sure to 
stir your soul, uplift your 
spirit and encourage your 
heart.”

For booking informa-
tion, visit www.tevishar-
ris.com/bookings or call 
Saunta Albritton at 252-
316-2560.  

Harris


