
Restaurant adds 20 
tables to dining area 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

BAILEY — Longstanding El Paso Mexi-
can Restaurant is expanding into the build-
ing next door, making room for nearly two 

dozen more tables.
A dream come true for Sixto and Veroni-

ca Rodriguez, El Paso has been in business 
for 17 years.

The couple got their start working together 
at Mucho Mexico Mexican Restaurant in 
Smithfield for nine years before taking the 
leap of starting their own eatery.

The family — originally from Monterrey 
in Mexico — moved from Smithfield to Bai-
ley and opened El Paso in 2004.

The restaurant had six tables when it 
opened. It holds a dozen tables now, and 
owners are preparing to nearly double that 
number with the expansion into an adja-
cent empty building.

The restaurant is located at 6183 Deans 
St. in downtown Bailey.

The entire family is involved in the business, 
with Veronica’s mother working as a cook.
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Ideas pour in for new Depot Park
By Mark Cone
SouthernNashNews.com

SPRING HOPE — Around 30 
Spring Hope leaders, residents 
and business owners attended 
a May 25 public input meeting 
about the future of the Spring 
Hope railroad depot area, which 
is projected to become a park in 
the near future. 

The meeting was hosted by 
consultant firm Cardno Inc., the 
organization assisting Spring 
Hope with the brownfield grant 
that’s helping with the cost of 
producing a concept design. 
Members of the Downtown 
Development Board, Spaulding 
Restoration Group, Spring Hope 
Garden Club and two Spring 
Hope commissioners as well as 
the town manager all partici-

pated in the discussions. Several 
members of the general public 
also participated.

The purpose behind the meet-
ing was to give designers an 
idea of what stakeholders in 
Spring Hope wanted to see in 
the new park, which takes up 
one block of the town between 
Pine, Ash, Main and Railroad 
streets and has long been 
considered the centerpiece of 
Spring Hope. 

The historic train depot, 
which currently houses the 
Spring Hope Public Library, 
saw the town build up around it 
when the town relocated from 
what is known as Old Spring 
Hope more than 100 years ago. 
It’s served as the site of many 
events and festivals over the 
years.

With instruction from Kaitlyn 
Woolard, a landscape architect 
from Cardno, those in atten-
dance broke out into seven 
groups with large trace maps. 
After about 30 minutes, the 
teams presented their drawings 
to the full group. 

“Looking around, a lot of 
you have very similar ideas,” 
Woolard told the group after the 
breakout session. “We definitely 
have great ideas to work with.”

Overwhelmingly, participants 
agreed that the old train tracks 
should become a walking path 
or greenway feature for the 
town. The tracks have been 
abandoned for many years and 
are not in usable condition for 
rail cars. The Spring Hope Downtown Development Board heard public input 

about the future of Depot Park, seen in this May 24 photo, during a 
meeting last week. Lindell J. Kay | EnterpriseSee PARK, Page 2A

No tax hikes 
in Nash 
Co.’s $115M 
budget
By Ken Ripley
kripley@pringhopeenterprise.com

NASHVILLE — County Man-
ager Zee Lamb revealed his 
recommended budget for the 
2021-22 fiscal year on May 24, 
and the county commissioners 
pronounced it good.

After several months of work, 
meetings with department 
heads and commissioner work-
shops, Lamb recommended 
a total balanced budget of 
$115,356,660, up from the cur-
rent fiscal year’s $109,385,234 
spending plan. 

“As we are all aware, local 
governments are still facing 
unprecedented economic events 
with the coronavirus pandemic, 
related restrictions and contin-
ued vaccination efforts of our 
citizens. COVID has put a lot of 
stress and anxiety on our staff,” 
Lamb said. “With this in mind, 
we believe this budget reflects 
our efforts to remain cautious 
yet focusing on providing the 
basic level of services.”

Lamb recommended a 
$100,334,574 budget for the 
General Fund, which includes 
the bulk of county spending. 
That sum is 4.98% greater than 
the current $95.6 million Gen-
eral Fund budget.

Despite the higher spending, 
Lamb said he’s recommending 
that commissioners maintain 
the current ad valorem property 
tax rate of 67 cents per $100 
valuation for the 12th consecu-
tive year.

“The tax rate as recommended 

See BUDGET, Page 2A

BUSINESS BOOM

Bailey’s El Paso is expanding

Luis Rodriguez prepares tacos at El Paso Mexican Restaurant in Bailey. Rodriguez is a cook and son of owners Sixto and Veronica Rodriguez. 
Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Middlesex mourns former mayor’s death 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

MIDDLESEX — The town has said 
goodbye to one of its most prominent 
figures with the passing of Bobby Ray 
Bissette.

Bissette, 86, died May 23. A graveside 
service was held two days later.

“Bobby was very respect-
ful and very respected,” said 
Mayor Lu Harvey Lewis.

Bissette served as mayor 
for 13 years between the 
terms of Lewis’ father and 
Lewis himself.

“He was a good mayor,” 
Lewis said of Bissette, add-

ing that he worked for Bissette several 
times throughout their lives.

A lifelong farmer, Bissette also ran 
the town’s only grocery store for many 
years.

Lewis said he and Bissette’s son Derek 
have been lifelong best friends.

A Nash County native, Bissette served 
in the Army and as a member of the 

American Legion Post No. 0278. But 
nothing made Bissette happier than rid-
ing around checking on the crops, ac-
cording to his family.

Bissette appreciated the value of hard 
work and believed in the motto “you get 
what you work for.” 

Bissette’s longtime wife, Frances Ross 
Bissette, died in 2012 at 73 years old.   

Bissette

See EL PASO, Page 2A
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is able to remain consistent 
without reducing services to 
our citizens due to continued 
tax base growth and frugal 
budgeting efforts throughout 
the year,” he said. 

The estimated tax base 
used in Lamb’s budget 
projections, provided by 
the county tax administra-
tor, is $7.98 billion, Lamb 
said, an increase of 3.25% 
from the tax base estimate 
used in the current budget.

Lamb praised the county 
tax office’s record 99.06% 
collection rate. 

Lamb understated the 
county’s frugality, as he 
didn’t mention that when 
he and finance officer 
Donna Wood began work-
ing on the budget, he faced 
a $12 million gap between 
expected resources and de-
partmental budget requests.

With revenues generally 
doing well, Lamb said no 
fee or utility rate increases 
are planned.

Major expense drivers 
this year, he said, are a 3% 
cost-of-living adjustment 
for county workers to be 
supplemented with a formal 
salary study, along with 
a plan to increase Nash 
County’s local teacher sup-
plement sometime during 
the new budget year. Local 
government retirement and 
state health care benefits 
are also costing more.

Other personnel costs in 
the budget include hiring 
a new communications 
specialist, expanding the 
farmers market coordina-
tor position from part-time 
to full-time, hiring addi-
tional security workers in 
the administration build-
ing and adding an extra 
sheriff’s deputy to each of 
the four patrol shifts.

Funding for the school 
system and the com-
munity college remained 
steady, as did most other 
departments — with mi-
nor fluctuations.

“The basic theme for 
the General Fund is sim-

plicity,” Lamb told com-
missioners. “As in the 
prior year, we continue to 
provide a base budget that 
focuses on providing the 
basic level of services with 
a few notable exceptions, a 
cost-of-living adjustment, 
increases of retirement 
benefit costs and health 
insurance and a few addi-
tional items related to spe-
cific areas such as person-
nel and capital requests.”

Capital expenditures in-
clude work on the county 
detention center, the con-
struction of a replacement 
elementary school in Red 
Oak and a new animal 
shelter.

Three fire districts are 
requesting tax increases 
for the coming year, in-
cluding Stanhope with 
a request for a 2.5-cent 
increase from 7.5 cents 
to 10 cents per $100 valu-
ation. The Harrison and 
Tri-County volunteer 
fire departments are also 
seeking rate hikes. These 
taxes are separate from 
the county’s tax rate.

After Lamb’s presenta-
tion, commissioners praised 
him and the finance staff for 
their work on the budget.

“It’s a good budget,” 
board Chairman Robbie 
Davis said, a comment 
serveral other commis-
sioners echoed. 

“Since you came on staff 
with us, the tax collection 
rate every year has in-
creased. That’s significant, 
and you get a lot of credit 
for being the quarterback 
on the team that makes 
that happen,” said Com-
missioner Wayne Outlaw.

“People say we do basic 
stuff, but if you look at the 
facilities, salaries, percent 
of increase we provided 
to employees, the supple-
ments, the EMS, we have 
significantly increased our 
funding for education and 
public safety,” he added. 
“I appreciate your leader-
ship. You’re pretty good.”

A required public hear-
ing on the new budget 

will take place during 
the Nash County Board 
of Commissioners’ next 
regular meeting on Mon-
day, June 7. Commission-
ers must then approve the 
final budget before July 1.

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 

PLANS

In other business dur-
ing the May 24 meeting, 
commissioners heard a 
brief presentation on Nash 
County Public Schools’ 
$62.2 million capital im-
provement plans for the 
next 10 years. 

The plan is laid out in 
two five-year phases. Be-
sides the new elementary 
school in Red Oak, Spring 
Hope and Middlesex el-
ementary schools will see 
major building replace-
ments over the decade.

Commissioners generally 
praised the presentation, 
but they warned school 
officials that major resi-
dential growth is coming 
to southern Nash County, 
which will affect school 
construction. Hundreds of 
homes have been approved 
in the Green Pond area 
alone, and subdivisions are 
sprouting up in Middlesex 
and Spring Hope as well.

“I appreciate your 
spending the improve-
ment over the entire dis-
trict,” said Commissioner 
Fred Belfield. “Your plan 
here looks pretty good. 
Where the greatest need 
is, we should address it 
as soon as possible. Let’s 
work together.”

“The Bailey area is fix-
ing to grow,” Commis-
sioner Dan Cone warned. 
“You need to consider 
what we’re going to do. 
That Bailey area is going 
to have a problem soon.”

“You get a lot done with 
the money we are able to 
give you,” said Davis. “Our 
problem going forward is 
going to be our growth. I’d 
rather us as boards work 
together to get ahead of 
that curve.” 

continued from page 1A

Budget: ‘The Bailey area is fixing to grow’

Among the ideas that re-
ceived the most attention 
was removing the trees 
and bushes in the large 
planters at the end of the 
depot to create functional 
event space. One sug-
gested use is to rebuild the 
pavilion that once stood 
on the property when the 
depot was first built. The 
structure was an open-air 
twin to the main depot 
building and would allow 
for a permanent event 
cover at the site.

Other popular ideas in-
cluded removing the exist-
ing deck from the end of 
the depot and replacing it 
with a structure big enough 
to be used as a stage. Sev-

eral groups also recom-
mended rebuilding the old 
train platform that ran the 
length of the depot building 
on the railroad street side 
to allow for outside seating, 
as well as a water feature 
and possibly a nearby dog 
park. Several groups men-
tioned adding a railcar, ca-
boose or engine beside the 
depot platform.

Several groups ad-
dressed what could be 
considered the gorilla in 
the room; what to do with 
the depot building itself. 
The consensus of most 
participants was to relocate 
the library and repurpose 
the depot builing as a mi-
crobrewery, restaurant or 
other destination location 
to bring people downtown. 

The town of Spring Hope 
owns the depot building.

One group suggested 
relocating the library to the 
Spaulding Resource Center, 
which is also receiving as-
sistance from Cardno in its 
efforts to reopen the historic 
Spaulding School campus. 

Cardno will now work 
on a concept design to 
bring back to the town for 
approval. Any changes to 
the site would have to be 
presented to the Down-
town Development Board, 
with final approval com-
ing from the Spring Hope 
Board of Commissioners.

Editor’s note: Mark Cone 
serves as chairman of the 
Spring Hope Downtown 
Development Board.

continued from page 1A

Park: To bring people downtown

Sixto and Veronica’s son 
Luis is a cook and daugh-
ter Seila Rodriguez Sher-
rod is a manager.

Sixto Jr. is serving in the 
Army. He’s expected to 
join the family business 
when he returns home to 
Bailey.

All of the Rodriguez 
children attended South-
ern Nash High School, 
with siblings Angel and 
Christo still in school.

The family opened a sec-
ond location in Princeton 
in 2016.

The exact date when the 
Bailey expansion will be 
complete isn’t yet known, 
but a party will accompa-
ny the grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting.

“El Paso can ensure 
free tacos and quesadil-
las from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on the day of the big 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
celebration,” Seila Ro-
driguez Sherrod said. 
“With 26-plus years in the 
restaurant industry, own-
ers Sixto and Veronica 
Rodriguez can guarantee 
all the food is fresh from 
scratch.”  

continued from page 1A

El Paso: The family opened a second location in Princeton in 2016

El Paso Mexican Restaurant in Bailey is a family affair. The matriarch of the Rodriguez family, Coinda Rodriguez, a cook, is 
shown standing in the middle. Pictured from left are daughter Veronica Rodriguez, owner; grandson Luis Rodriguez, cook; 
son-in-law Sixto Rodriguez, owner; and on the other side of Coinda, family friend Jose Gomez, cook; family friend Jessica 
Landa, manager; and Seila Rodriguez Sherrod, manager. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise
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Opinion

LETTERS

Commencement 
speech censors 
stand down

As high schools across the country resume 
traditional graduation ceremonies following a 
pandemic-imposed hiatus, it was only a matter of 
time before a commencement speech controversy 
made national news.

A Michigan principal wisely reversed course 
last week after telling Hillsdale High School co-
valedictorian Elizabeth Turner to omit remarks 
about her Christian faith from a draft of her 
speech submitted for review. When Turner takes 

the podium this weekend, her message to fellow graduates won’t 
be censored.

Administrators dropped their demand that Turner revise the 
speech a day after the First Liberty Institute, a conservative Chris-
tian legal group, intervened on her behalf. A letter from First Lib-
erty attorneys Mike Berry and Keisha Russell warned Principal 
Amy Goldsmith that barring religious references would violate 
Turner’s First Amendment rights. 

In a Google Docs file, Goldsmith highlighted two paragraphs in 
Turner’s speech as inappropriate for a public school. The selected 
portion begins: “For me, my future hope is found in my relation-
ship with Christ.”

A note Goldsmith added to the document indicates the text had 
already been sanitized once.

“This is better and you fixed the language, but you are represent-
ing the school in the speech, not using the podium as your public 
forum,” the principal wrote. “We need to be mindful about the inclu-
sion of religious aspects. These are your strong beliefs, but they are 
not appropriate for a speech in a school public setting.”

Goldsmith wanted to avoid running afoul of the First Amend-
ment’s establishment clause, which prevents government agen-
cies like public schools from endorsing religion. She overlooked 
the free-exercise clause, which guarantees citizens the right to 
practice their faith without undue interference.

Graduates selected to speak on the basis of high grades — vale-
dictorians and salutatorians — or leadership roles may represent 
the current senior class, but a speaking slot on the commence-
ment stage doesn’t make them the school’s mouthpiece.

“Student graduation speeches constitute private speech, not 
government speech, and private speech is not subject to the Es-
tablishment Clause,” Berry and Russell wrote in the First Liberty 
Institute letter.

They included the requisite case law citations, and perhaps a 
high school principal could be forgiven for not keeping tabs on 
the state of First Amendment jurisprudence and its application to 
specific school functions. But the lawyers also cited a source with 
which administrators should be familiar — a U.S. Department of 
Education guidance document.

The federal agency instructs public schools not to restrict grad-
uation speakers’ religious or anti-religious messages as long as 
they write their own speeches and were selected on the basis of 
neutral criteria, such as weighted grade-point average.

While the guidance is only about a year old, first appearing on-
line last June, it ought to be required reading for school officials 
who organize and oversee commencement exercises. But wide-
spread confusion over students’ free speech rights and religious 
liberty persists.

Elizabeth Turner was far from the first graduation speaker to 
face unconstitutional censorship, and she won’t be the last.

Closer to home, SouthWest Edgecombe High School caused a 
stir when it switched 2017 senior class president Marvin Wright’s 
commencement speech with an alternate version school officials 
had prepared. When Wright reached the podium, he ignored the 
school’s script and recited his own words instead.

Then-Principal Craig Harris withheld Wright’s diploma as pun-
ishment. Coverage quickly spread from local to state to national 
news outlets. As criticism mounted, Harris hand-delivered the 
diploma to Wright’s home. Edgecombe County Public Schools’ 
superintendent publicly apologized and suspended the principal 
days later.

Commencement presents unique conditions that tend to ag-
gravate power struggles between students and administrators. To 
promote decorum, many schools forbid cheering, limit opportuni-
ties for applause and rigidly control conduct at the ceremonies.

Meanwhile, graduates are testing the bounds of their freedom 
as alumni who’ve completed all their coursework and no longer 
face the threat of detention hall.

A rite of passage marking the transition from childhood to 
adulthood is precisely the wrong time to tighten the reins. 
Schools should remember that graduation is for the graduates. 

Commencement speakers choose their words carefully, often 
spending sleepless nights agonizing over their scripts. They must 
remain free to speak for themselves.

Raise community 
college pay to invest 
in our state 

As North Carolina faces an 
economic crisis amidst a pan-
demic, our community colleges 
will be key to recovery efforts.  

North Carolina will undoubt-
edly turn to our 58 community 
colleges to train and retrain 
our state’s workforce to meet 
the increasing demands of 
a recovering economy and 
changing business world. To 
do that, our colleges need to 
be able to retain and recruit 
the best faculty and staff who 
can provide the training our 
students and businesses need 
to be successful.

Many businesses face the 
challenge of recruiting qualified, 

in-demand employees and then 
keeping those employees from 
leaving to go to another employ-
er. North Carolina’s community 
colleges are no different. 

Attracting and keeping 
highly qualified professionals 
to prepare North Carolina’s 
future workforce continues 
to be a significant chal-
lenge — especially in high-
demand, high-skilled areas 
such as nursing, technology 
and trades. Although North 
Carolina has the third-largest 
community college system in 
the nation, community college 
faculty salaries, as a whole, 
consistently rank near the bot-
tom in national comparisons.

As lawmakers consider 
many important issues to our 
state during this legislative 
session, our North Carolina 

community colleges are sup-
porting legislation asking for a 
7% salary increase for faculty 
and staff. 

If community college faculty 
and staff were to receive this 
salary increase, it would be a 
significant step toward ensur-
ing that North Carolina has 
the professionals in place to 
train the 700,000 students who 
enroll annually and to help 
business and industry emerge 
from the pandemic and re-
build the economy.

These funds are an invest-
ment in our state, not an ex-
pense to our state.

C.E. (Sonny) Foster

ROCKY MOUNT
The writer is chairman of the 
Nash Community College 
Board of Trustees.  

Pool opening shows normalcy returning
Sometimes 

it’s the small 
things that can 
have much 
bigger mean-
ings, if you’re 
willing to look.

The Enter-
prise ran a 
small story on-

line Saturday announcing that 
Middlesex was opening its 
public swimming pool on Me-
morial Day weekend for the 
2021 summer season. As you 
would expect, the story listed 
the projected pool hours, 
some pool rules and a menu 
of fees ranging from daily to 
seasonal family passes.

The opening of a swimming 
pool for the summer is nor-
mally an obvious occurrence, 
newsworthy mostly to the fami-
lies in town that enjoy the cool-
ing waters of a clean, safe pool 
on a hot summer day. For peo-
ple who don’t live in Middlesex 
or otherwise need its pool, the 
story would normally pass by 
their attention with little more 
than a glance at the headline.

Since Spring Hope doesn’t 
have a public swimming pool, 
unfortunately, and I don’t think 
Bailey does, the pool’s happen-
ing in Middlesex, as they say, 
stays in Middlesex as far as 
southern Nash County is con-
cerned. Our summer forecast, 
quick thunderstorms included, 
is typically hot and dry unless we 
have access to a private or per-
sonal pool, which, sadly, I don’t.

But this year, in the summer 
of 2021, the Middlesex pool 
opening is a great, big, won-
derful story. Why?

Because it’s yet another ex-
ample of normalcy returning 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
continues to recede in North 
Carolina. Public gatherings, 
including pools, especially 
in cities, were generally shut 
down last summer across the 
nation as the virus actually 
surged in its biological at-
tack, which has killed almost 
600,000 people in the U.S. 
alone. Folks could peer over 
their masks (if they wore one) 
to gaze forlornly at the empty 

or covered-up concrete pools.
Not this year. Pools are return-

ing! As the government’s drive 
to vaccinate the population 
continues, more people are able 
to go out to eat, watch a movie, 
cruise a bar or go to church 
without the fear of death or dis-
ease dampening the moment.

And considering the eco-
nomic, emotional and practi-
cal implications of the various 
pandemic restrictions easing 
or ending, the toll it has taken 
on our spirits and confidence, 
every instance of normalcy 
returning, however small, is 
momentous news to be cel-
ebrated — including the open-
ing of the Middlesex pool. 

Or perhaps you celebrated 
last weekend at the beach or 
perhaps in a backyard Memo-
rial Day barbecue party with 
friends or family whose face 
you can now see or shoulders 
you can now hug, if you remem-
ber how. The formal restrictions 
and advisories are increasingly, 
if sometimes confusingly, giving 
us permission to engage in our 
favorite social behaviors. And 
that’s a wonderful thing.

Except, of course, not every-
thing is really back to normal. 
The pandemic is not over, even 
though the country is starting 
to win the fight against it. We 
ignore this reality at our peril.

According to one online CO-
VID-19 tracker, Nash County 
was still listed at a medium 
risk for exposure. Only 41.6% 
of our people had at least one 
dose of a version of the vac-
cines, not enough to confer 
herd immunity to protect the 
majority of people who re-
main unvaccinated. 

“Vulnerability is very high,” 
the site says. “Nash County 
is more likely to experience 
severe physical and economic 
suffering from COVID, and to 
face harder, longer recovery.” 

Talk about a killjoy state-
ment. But it’s true. People who 
are not vaccinated can still get 
COVID-19 and possibly die, or 
infect others around them, who 
could also die. And people still 
are. The charts show declines 
in cases and hospitalizations, 

but the virus-related death rate 
in May was spiking upward.

And we can’t forget that many 
people are still out of work, job-
less or underemployed because 
of the pandemic’s impact. Be-
sides the government and com-
munity’s continued fight against 
the illness, we’ve also needed 
the various economic assistance 
programs the federal govern-
ment (at least the Democrats, 
without any Republican sup-
port, which I also won’t forget) 
has provided — the stimulus 
checks, the continued extra 
unemployment benefits, the 
Paycheck Protection Program 
loans for businesses and more 
that have all combined to help 
keep our local economy and in-
dividual families from suffering 
even more. 

The virus has scrambled 
the relationship between job 
openings and available work-
ers, for complicated reasons. 
We’ve got to get people back 
to work, which is one ambition 
of the Democrats’ proposed 
infrastructure bill. And we’ve 
got more spending and work 
to do as schools struggle to get 
children back into classes and 
to help those who have had 
difficulty with remote learning 
catch up. At least the arrival of 
summer gives our educational 
systems some breathing room 
to prepare for the fall.

So, the opening of a pool 
isn’t really proof that nor-
malcy has returned and the 
pandemic ended. It’s still, in 
reality, a small story in the 
middle of a big problem.

But it’s progress. And with 
progress, however impatiently 
we are and however slowly it 
moves, comes hope. And if we 
keep working at it, keep sup-
porting each other, keep get-
ting people vaccinated, keep 
protecting the unvaccinated 
with masks and social distanc-
ing, keep relying on common 
sense instead of conspiracy 
theories, the little stories will 
add up to the big meaning I 
felt this week. 

Help has come, and hope is 
here. I just wish we had a pool 
in town.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Paul wrote, “I thank my God every time I mention you in my 

prayers.” (Philippians 1:3 )

PRAYER: Dear Father, who calls us family, be with those we love this 

day, and hold us together in your heart. Amen.

COREY 
FRIEDMAN

KEN 
RIPLEY



For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
“Nashtronauts,” Nash 
Community College’s 
high-altitude balloon team, 
launched this year’s pay-
load on May 19. The bal-
loon launch and payload 
recovery are the final steps 
of a six-month-long, open-
ended engineering project.

At the beginning of the 
academic year, N.C. Space 
Grant provides a list of 
rules and basic compo-
nents that must be included 
in the balloon’s payload. 
Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the 2020 and 2021 
statewide ballooning com-

petitions were canceled. 
However, a donation to the 
NCC Foundation allowed 
the Nashtronauts to contin-
ue working and learning. 

Alan and Ashley Moore 
established the Moore 
Family Fund for College 
Support that provides fund-
ing for the NCC Foundation 
Campus Mini-Grants and 
the Student Ambassador 
programs. The project was 
funded through a campus 
mini-grant.

Most students on the 
team plan to transfer to 
a university to major in 
engineering. Most of their 
course work at Nash Com-
munity College is theoreti-

cal, classroom instruction. 
The high-altitude balloon 
team provides the students 
an opportunity to apply the 
skills they’ve learned in the 
classroom to real-life situa-
tions. Students learn about 
federal regulations, proper 
documentation, planning, 
teamwork, research, pro-
grams, soldering and work-
ing with various electrical 
sensors and components.

For more information, 
contact Shilo Lawrence, 
NCC director of associate 
in engineering and transfer 
programs and mathematics 
and engineering professor, 
at 252-451-8398 or smlaw-
rence923@nashcc.edu.

For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — ElectriCities of 
North Carolina CEO Ray Jones present-
ed city officials with the Public Power 
Award of Excellence during the May 24 
city council meeting. 

The city of Rocky Mount Energy Re-
sources Department received the 2020 
North Carolina Public Power Award of 
Excellence for outstanding achievement 
in the categories of workforce develop-
ment, wholesale power cost and the 
value of public power. 

The workforce development award 
honors communities that promote a 
workforce plan to attract, develop and 
retain employees who provide safe, 
reliable power. The wholesale power 
cost award recognizes communities 
that provide competitive and stable 
wholesale electric rates. The value of 
public power award highlights com-
munities that communicate the value 

of electric system ownership to key 
stakeholders. 

“It’s an honor to receive the Public 
Power Award of Excellence. This award 
is a testament to the dedicated service of 
our employees to provide safe, reliable 
electricity at an affordable cost to the 
customers of the city of Rocky Mount,” 
said Chris Beschler, director of energy 
resources.

Tarboro also earned three honors in 
the Public Power Award of Excellence 
competition, while Smithfield received 
two. ElectriCities honored 16 communi-
ties. Wilson, Greenville, Kinston and 
New River received awards in all five of 
the agency’s categories.

ElectriCities provides management 
services to North Carolina’s two mu-
nicipal power agencies: North Carolina 
Municipal Power Agency No. 1 and the 
North Carolina Eastern Municipal Power 
Agency. The state has more than 70 pub-
lic power communities.   
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Red Oak Elementary 
groundbreaking set

RED OAK — The public is invited to 
attend the Red Oak Elementary School 
groundbreaking scheduled for 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, June 3, at 5603 Red Oak 
Road.

The new school will merge Red Oak, 
Swift Creek and Cedar Grove elemen-
tary schools into one state-of-the-art 
facility, said Christine Catalano, Nash 
County Public Schools’ executive direc-
tor of communication, planning and 
engagement.  

Church yard sale scheduled

ROCKY MOUNT — Englewood As-
sembly of God Church, 2181 S. Halifax 
Road, will hold a yard sale from 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday, June 5.

The sale is scheduled rain or shine and 
will include furniture, electronics, cloth-

ing, kitchen items, books, DVDs and 
various other merchandise. 

Antique tractors on display 

KENLY — Antique tractors will be on 
display during Farmer Appreication Day, 
which is scheduled from 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, June 5, at the Tobacco 
Farm Life Museum, 709 Church St.

The event is included in the museum’s 
regular admission price. 

‘Cover the Cruiser’ to 
benefit Special Olympics

DORTCHES — While folks are out and 
about Saturday, June 5, the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office asks that they stop by 
and say hello to Deputy Elizabeth Ca-
hoon.

Cahoon and other deputes will have a 
cruiser with its lights flashing from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Smith’s Red & White, 

3635 N. Halifax Road.
“For every donation made to the Spe-

cial Olympics of North Carolina, the 
donor can write his or her name or a spe-
cial message on a donation card and help 
decorate Deputy Cahoon’s cruiser,” said 
Maj. Eddie Moore of the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

The Nash County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Special Olympics of North Carolina 
are partnering for the Cover the Cruiser 
fundraiser.

“Special Olympics brings joy to thou-
sands of athletes and does so through 
donations like Cover the Cruiser,” Moore 
said.

Meal program seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Senior 
Services is seeking volunteers for the 
agency’s home-delivered meal program 
in Spring Hope, Bailey and the West 
Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nutri-
tious lunchtime meal for seniors on 10 
routes within Nash County. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and underlying 
medical conditions, several volunteers 
have been unable to participate. Orga-
nizers are seeking adults without chronic 
health conditions and COVID-19 risk 
factors who are available from 9:30-11 
a.m. at least one weekday each week to 
deliver meals. Depending on the route, 
meal deliveries take roughly half an hour 
to an hour.

Prospective volunteers or people with 
questions can call Senior Services Coor-
dinator Wendy Perry at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings are pub-
lished as a public service of The Enter-
prise. The submission deadline is 5 p.m. 
Sunday for each Wednesday’s edition. 
Email listings to cfriedman@wilson-
times.com with “Community Calendar” 
in the subject line. 

Rocky Mount receives electric service award

Rocky Mount Mayor Sandy Roberson, left, poses with City Manager Rochelle Small-
Toney and Chris Beschler, the city’s director of energy resources, as they hold a Public 
Power Award of Excellence presented by ElectriCities of North Carolina CEO Roy Jones. 
Contributed photo

‘Nashtronauts’ launch high-altitude balloon
Engineering 
students on 
Nash Community 
College’s 
high-altitutde 
balloon team 
nicknamed The 
Nashtronauts are 
pictured with the 
balloon payload 
they launched 
on May 19. 
Contributed photo 

Officials: Burning not a good idea right now
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Nash County isn’t un-
der a burn ban yet, but folks should hold 
off setting fires in their backyard just in 
case, according to county officials.

Due to hazardous forest fire conditions 
and increased fire risk, 26 eastern North 
Carolina counties are under a burn ban, 
and all burning permits have been can-
celed.

Nash County isn’t on the list, but resi-
dents should play it safe and wait a bit 
before burning anything, said Brent 
Fisher, assistant director of fire, rescue 
and emergency management at Nash 
County Emergency Services.

“We urge everyone to use extreme cau-
tion with any outdoor burning and rec-
ommend postponing open burning until 
conditions improve,” Fisher said.

Open burning includes burning leaves, 
branches or other plant material.

In all cases, burning trash, lumber, 
tires, newspapers, plastics or other non-
vegetative material is illegal, according 
to state law.

“Our state is getting drier and hotter, 
and wildfires like those conditions,” said 
N.C. Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler. “These conditions coming dur-
ing spring wildfire season when wildfire 
activity and fire risks are already elevat-
ed make this burn ban necessary to pro-
tect life and property in North Carolina.”

The N.C. Forest Service has issued 
a burn ban for the following counties: 
Anson, Beaufort, Bladen, Brunswick, 
Carteret, Columbus, Craven, Cumber-
land, Duplin, Greene, Harnett, Hoke, 
Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Moore, New Hanover, 
Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, Pitt, Rich-
mond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland and 
Wayne.

The burn ban remains in effect until 
further notice. 

Wilson Fire/Rescue Services firefighter Garrett Weaver makes an initial attack on a small 
brush fire May 22 near Wilson’s Wiggins Mill Reservoir. Fire officials in Wilson County echo 
their Nash County counterparts’ caution to avoid outdoor burning due to dry conditions. 
Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 

Bunn man charged in heroin overdose death
The Wake Weekly 

LOUISBURG — A Bunn man was ar-
rested after a four-month investigation 
into an overdose death, the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office said.

Taylor Austin Proctor, 22, was charged 
with death by distribution and selling 
heroin on May 20.

Franklin detectives allege Proctor sold 
heroin mixed with fentanyl to Christo-
pher Wells on Jan. 26. Wells overdosed 

later that night. Fentanyl toxicity was a 
contributing factor in his death, accord-

ing to the sheriff’s office.
Proctor was already in 

custody under a $500,000 
secured bond following a 
Jan. 27 arrest on charges of 
selling heroin, possession 
with intent to sell and deliver 
heroin, selling marijuana, 
possession with intent to sell 

and deliver marijuana, conspiracy to sell 

and deliver heroin and maintaining a 
dwelling for the purpose of selling con-
trolled substances. 

“This is the second death by distribution 
case we have made this year,” said Sheriff 
Kent Winstead. “These cases are complex, 
and even when they result in criminal 
charges brought against those responsible 
for someone’s death, it doesn’t make the 
pain of someone’s loss go away.

“It is our goal to continue putting 
pressure and bringing charges against 

individuals who choose to peddle these 
dangerous drugs in our communities.”

Kent added that his office will continue 
to work with families affected by the 
opioid and heroin epidemic while con-
tinuing a zero-tolerance policy toward 
anyone who sells drugs.

Proctor, of N.C. Highway 98, Bunn, 
was given a $550,000 secured bond for 
the new charges, bringing his total bond 
to $1.05 million. He’s being held in the 
Franklin County Detention Center. 

Proctor



By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

RALEIGH — Skeletal remains remain 
unidentified five years after being found 
in a homeless encampment in a patch 
of woods in the heart of one of the city’s 
busiest commercial areas.

Police discovered the skeleton of a 
white homeless man May 19, 2015, in the 
woods behind 3411 W. Millbrook Road, 
which is a kidney care center.

A short walk through those woods 
is the Walmart at 6600 Glenwood Ave. 
Dumpsters behind big-box stores are 
popular food sources for the homeless.

Whether washed ashore, unearthed 
in shallow graves, stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in abandoned houses, 
killed on busy roads or located in rivers, 
ponds and along railroad tracks, more 
than 100 bodies remain unidentified in 
North Carolina. This is one of their stories.

City police told reporters at the time 
that they couldn’t find any apparent 
signs of foul play and the homeless man 
isn’t believed to be a victim of a crime. 
He probably died in 2014 or 2015.  

Lisa Williams lost her brother to 

violence at a homeless camp behind a 
Kmart on Piney Green Road in Jackson-
ville a decade ago. She told this reporter 
a couple of years ago that her brother, 
Michael Kozak, chose to live outdoors 
and even when provided a place to stay, 
he would always return to the woods.

Right now, Wake County has at least 
30 homeless encampments, according to 
Triangle Family Services, which provides 
food, clothing and other basics to home-
less people.

City Councilman David Cox has ad-
dressed the growing number of home-
less people in the Raleigh area, accord-
ing to a March 22 article in the News & 
Observer.

“I really think in an affluent city such 
as ourselves, it is really unconscionable 
that we have people who have to live 
without shelter. And I really hope we do 
something in the very near future,” Cox 
said during a recent city council meeting.

A year after the skeleton’s 2015 dis-
covery in Raleigh, a forensic artist from 
South Carolina created a sculpture based 
on the recovered skull.

Authorities have circulated photos of 
the sculpture, resulting in two missing 
men from Tennessee being ruled out: 
David Riemens, born in 1952, and Dust-
en Toschlog, born in 1976.

The homeless man is estimated to be 

between 50 and 70 years old. He stood an 
estimated 5 feet, 11 inches tall. The home-
less man’s weight couldn’t be determined 
from his skeletal remains. He had brown 
hair; his eye color remains unknown.

When he died, the homeless man wore 
zipped and buttoned denim pants size 
32, blue and white plaid Hanes brand 
boxer shorts, black socks and a slip-on, 
suede-like shoe on his left foot. The right 
shoe lay next to his skeleton. 

In the right front pocket of the home-
less man’s pants, investigators found a 
key ring with a key marked “GM.”

DNA and dental records are available. 
The man’s National Missing and Uniden-
tified Persons System number is 13931.

Anyone with information about the 
man is asked to call the Raleigh Police 
Department’s tip line at 919-834-4357 or 
Team Cold Case at 252-406-6736. A mon-
etary reward is available.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a weekly se-
ries examining the more than 120 cases 
of unidentified human remains discov-
ered in North Carolina. Reporter Lindell 
J. Kay produces each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope and other Res-
toration NewsMedia newspapers.
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Few clues in unknown homeless man’s death 

A forensic rendering depicts an unidentified 
homeless man found dead behind a Raleigh 
Walmart store in 2015. Contributed photo

Troopers continue probe of fatal hit-and-run crash
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

MIDDLESEX — State 
troopers are seeking 
help to identify the driver 
involved in a November 
hit-and-run that claimed a 
pedestrian’s life. 

Phillip Lee Willoughby 
Jr., 46, died in late No-
vember. A farmer found 
Willoughby’s body around 
11:30 a.m. Nov. 28 along 
N.C. 231 just outside 
Middlesex.

The N.C. Highway Pa-
trol is investigating the 
case.

“We had a person of 

interest, but that person 
has been cleared,” said 
Trooper Dustin Efrid.

The potential suspect 
had been arrested on un-
related charges, and an 
anonymous tip connected 
that person to the Wil-
loughby case, Efrid said, 
but the tip didn’t pan out.

“Any help would be 
great,” Efrid said of any 
media attention the case 
might receive.

Beside the motorist who 
struck Willoughby and left 
the scene, an officer with 
the Middlesex Police De-
partment is the last known 
person to have encoun-
tered Willoughby before 

he died.
The officer spoke with 

Willoughby at the Dollar 
General in town the eve-
ning of Nov. 27.

Store employees called 
police because Willoughby 
was asleep in his car in the 
parking lot.

Middlesex Police Chief 
Mike Collins said an 
officer spoke with Wil-
loughby, who wasn’t in-
toxicated and claimed a 
family member would be 
picking him up.

“The Highway Patrol 
has the case,” Collins said 
last week.

Willoughby ran out of 
gas and decided to walk 

home, leaving his car at 
the Dollar General, ac-
cording to family mem-
bers.

Willoughby lived on the 
1200 block of Woodard’s 
Dairy Road, which has 
a Middlesex address but 
is located in rural John-
ston County. His home 
is about 7 miles from the 
store. 

Team Cold Case is of-
fering up to $15,000 for 
information leading to 
an arrest in Willoughby’s 
death. The organization 
said callers can remain 
anonymous. Tips can be 
submitted by calling 252-
406-6736.   

Phillip Lee Willoughby Jr., 46, died in an unsolved hit-and-
run crash in late November in Middlesex. The N.C. Highway 
Patrol is investigating the case. Contributed photo

Middlesex swimming pool opens for summer
By Mark Cone
SouthernNashNews.com 

MIDDLESEX — The town’s pub-
lic swimming pool on the corner of 
North Walnut and Stewart streets 
opened for the 2021 summer sea-
son on Saturday. Memberships are 
available for purchase. 

The pool opens on Memorial Day 
weekend and closes after Labor 
Day. 

An unlimited family pass is $200 
for Middlesex residents and $250 
for nonresidents. Applications must 
be completed at Town Hall, 10232 S. 

Nash St. 
A 10-visit pass costs $35 and can 

be purchased at Town Hall or at the 
pool. Single-day passes are on sale 
for $4 each at the swimming pool. 

Hours of operation are noon to 7 
p.m. on weekdays, noon to 6 p.m. 
on Saturdays and 1-6 p.m. on Sun-
days. Town officials say hours and 
fees are subject to change. 

No lifeguard is on duty, and eligi-
bility to swim is subject to the pool 
attendant’s discretion and compli-
ance with pool rules. The town says 
it’s not responsible for lost or stolen 
items. Alcohol is not allowed on the 

premises. 
Swimmers under 12 must be ac-

companied by an adult. 
Anyone 21 and older can reserve 

the picnic table area for an event by 
completing a reservation form at 
Town Hall. 

The pool is available for private 
after-hours reservations from 6:30-
10:30 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days and 6-10 p.m. on Sundays. The 
rental fee is $175, and reservations 
can be made at Town Hall. 

For questions about the town 
swimming pool, call 252-235-
5761.  

Children play catch at the town of Middlesex’s public 
swimming pool, which opened for the summer season on 
Saturday. Mark Cone | SouthernNashNews.com 

Food fair raises money for Spaulding renovation 
By Kacey Cooper
SouthernNashNews.com 

SPRING HOPE — To 
help raise the $150,000 
needed to restore the 
Spaulding School cam-
pus, the Spaulding Family 
Resource Center recently 
held its Food Extravagan-
za to celebrate the former 
school’s donation to the 
nonprofit. 

“We are extremely ap-
preciative to everyone 
who has contributed to 
our restoration cause,” 
said Kathy Cooper, the re-
source center’s fundraiser 
coordinator. “However, we 
still have a long way to go 

and greatly appreciate any 
donations. We understand 
the current financial hard-
ships, so we also value vol-
unteers just as much.”

Nashville-based Doug 
Sauls’ BBQ and Seafood 
sold pork barbecue, 
coleslaw and potatoes. 
Chubby’s Pizza of Bai-
ley provided a variety 
of medium-sized pizza 
boxes. Good Eats by Fe’s 
offerings included straw-
berry banana pudding and 
cookie pudding. Narica 
Wilkins prepared home-
made cheesecake for the 
resource center to sell.

New Spring Hope busi-
ness Tobacco Hall was 

a hit with its specialty 
ice drinks, gourmet 
candy apples, chocolate-
covered Oreos and cake 
pops. Country Boys 
Cooking provided its 
signature grilled pork 
chops, mac and cheese, 
string beans and red-hot 
rolls.

Stephanie Arrington 
Harris cooked turkey 
drumsticks, corn on the 
cob, green beans and rolls. 
D&J Wiggins provided 
barbecue chicken plates, 
fried fish, coleslaw and 
boiled potatoes. 

Spring Hope-based Pri-
vate Detailing LLC helped 
raise money for the re-

source center by washing 
cars on Newkirk Circle. 

Organizers said the 
Food Extravaganza was a 
success, with vendors sell-

ing out after a few hours. 
The Spaulding Family 

Resource Center will hold 
a Shop ‘n’ Eat fundraiser 
on Saturday, June 5, at the 

Spaulding campus, 600 
S. Pine St. Cooks will be 
on hand along with food 
trucks and yard sale and 
craft vendors. 

Spaulding 
Family Resource 
Center President 
Johnny Perry, 
center, poses 
for a picture 
with two Spring 
Hope police 
officers during 
the center’s Food 
Extravaganza 
fundraiser. 
Kacey Cooper | 

SouthernNashNews.

com 
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School bus strikes 
Bailey bridge
By Mark Cone
SouthernNashNews.com

BAILEY — A Nash County Public 
Schools bus carrying students to 
Bailey Elementary struck a railroad 
overpass in downtown Bailey last 
week.

The incident occurred around 8 a.m. 
May 24 just blocks from the school. 

The overpass is marked with a clear-
ance of 8 feet, 6 inches.

The driver was a substitute due to the 
shortage of available bus drivers during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

No one was injured, but the bus suf-
fered major damage to the front of its 
roof.

The school sent another bus to take 
the stranded children the rest of the 
way. They arrived by 8:30 a.m.

The Bailey bridge has seen numer-
ous commercial vehicle strikes over the 
years.   

A Nash County Public Schools bus carrying students to Bailey Elementary School on May 
24 struck a railroad overpass in downtown Bailey. Mark Cone | SouthernNashNews.com

Child struck by 
vehicle is recovering 

Rocky Mount police officers speak to a woman on Thursday at the scene where a vehicle 
struck and injured a child riding a bicycle. Mark Cone | SouthernNashNews.com 

From staff reports 

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
child hit by a motorist 
while riding a bicycle last 
week is in stable condi-
tion.

Officers with the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
responded to a wreck with 

injury call on the 4500 
block of Sunset Avenue at 
5:50 p.m. Thursday, said 
Cpl. Ricky Jackson, public 
information officer for the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment.

“When officers arrived, 
they located a juvenile pe-
destrian who was struck 

by a motor vehicle,” Jack-
son said. “The juvenile 
was airlifted to Vidant 
Healthcare for further 
treatment. The juvenile is 
currently in stable condi-
tion and recovering.”

The Rocky Mount Police 
Department’s Traffic Unit 
is investigating the crash.   

Authorites seek theft suspects 
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Au-
thorities are looking for 
suspects in a theft from a 
local business.

The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office and Nashville 
Police Department are 
seeking the public’s help in 
identifying a woman seen in 
surveillance photos. 

The photos are from a 
larceny that occurred over 
the weekend of May 22-23 
at Bell’s Ace Hardware 
& Outdoor Power Equip-
ment, 700 E. Washington 
St.

A man involved in the 
incident has been identi-
fied as Anthony Rick-
shaun Wilder. Warrants 
have been obtained for 
Wilder’s arrest.

Deputies and officers 
need help to identify the 
woman, according to a 
press release from the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Anyone with informa-
tion on the woman’s 
identity or on Wilder’s 
whereabouts can call the 

sheriff’s office at 252-
459-4121 or Twin County 
Crime Stoppers at 252-
977-1111.  

Authorities are trying to identify the woman seen in 
this surveillance photo in connection to a theft at Bell’s 
Ace Hardware & Outdoor Power Equipment in Nashville. 
Contributed photo 

Sharpsburg budgets for 
senior center, police position
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7821

SHARPSBURG — While town 
residents may not see a property tax 
increase this year, officials said it likely 
could be on the horizon in the future.

“The Local Government Commission 
has stated that they are concerned with 
the water and sewer fund not been self-
sustaining,” Town Administrator Stevie 
Cox wrote in his budget statement to the 
board. “Therefore, it is my recommenda-
tion that in fiscal year 2022-23, the town 
council phase in raising of the property 
tax, water and sewer rates to address 
those shortfalls over a two- or three-year 
period.”

The $6,552,082 proposed spending 
plan is nearly $300,000 more than the 
current fiscal year’s budget, but retains 
the property tax rate of 55 cents per $100 
valuation. 

Owners of Weavers Mobile Home Park 
are planning to build 220 new lots. The 
expansion would add between 600 and 
900 new residents to the town and repre-
sent a roughly 47% population increase. 
As such, Cox recommended adding 
a full-time police officer to help serve 
Sharpsburg, whose town limits straddle 
Wilson, Nash and Edgecombe counties. 
The new officer would cost more than 
$76,000 to outfit and pay the first year, 
but costs would drop to about $51,000 in 
subsequent years.

Also in the proposal is $37,800 to trans-
form the old Southern Bank building on 
U.S. 301 into a senior center. The build-
ing was given to the city in 2015, but the 
council voted in March 2020 not to seek 
a new tenant.

A public hearing on the budget was 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, which is 
after this week’s edition of The Enter-
prise went to press. 

The town of 
Sharpsburg 
has included an 
additional police 
officer in the 
proposed fiscal 
year 2021-22 
budget to cover 
an expected 
surge in 
population with 
a mobile home 
park expansion. 
Brie Handgraaf 

| Restoration 

NewsMedia 

Nash UNC Health Care 
revises visitation policy
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash UNC Health Care 
has revised its visitation 
policy for various areas of 
the hospital. The new pol-
icy took effect Thursday. 

 “As our COVID census 
and community spread 
metrics have come down 
in the last month, the 
Nash UNC COVID Task 
Force has approved sev-
eral COVID-related policy 
changes to improve the 
patient experience while 
maintaining a safe envi-
ronment for our staff, pa-
tients and visitors,” said 
Dr. L. Lee Isley, president 
and CEO of Nash UNC 
Health Care. “As COVID 
metrics continue to im-
prove, we plan to further 
expand visitation with 
safety as our top priority.” 

Under the new visitation 
guidelines, non-COVID 
inpatients and outpatients 
are permitted to have two 
designated, screened visi-
tors at the same time. Pre-
vious guidelines allowed 
two designated visitors, 
but required them to visit 
one at a time and only al-
lowed one visitor for out-
patients. 

Children 12 and under 
are also now exempt from 
the designated visitor 
count and can accompany 
the designated visitor if 
necessary.

While this visitation pol-
icy includes most areas 
of the hospital, there are 
a few areas that will have 
slightly different visita-
tion policies that better 
align with the type of care 
provided.

The Nash Women’s 
Center will allow three 
designated visitors, but 
only two may visit the 
patient at the same time. 
Children 12 and under 
are permitted with a des-
ignated visitor and are ex-
empt from the designated 
visitor maximum.

“This visitation change 
for the Women’s Center 
helps accommodate pa-
tient birthing plans that 
may include additional 

support, like doulas, for 
the birthing mother, while 
maintaining proper social 
distancing in the room.” 
said Isley.

The Emergency De-
partment, including the 
pediatric areas, will have 
no changes in its current 
visitation guidelines at 
this time. The Emergency 
Department will continue 
to allow only one desig-
nated visitor per non-CO-
VID patient. The Pediatric 
Emergency Department 
will continue to allow 
two designated visitors 
per patient.. For COVID 
or COVID-suspected pa-
tients in the ED, visitors 
are not permitted.

COVID inpatients will 
be allowed one des-
ignated visitor during 
scheduled times by the 
unit, however, for their 
safety, children will not be 
permitted to visit COVID 
patients. COVID patient 
visitors will be required to 
put on full personal pro-
tective equipment for the 
duration of the visit and 
must remove the PPE ap-
propriately after the visit. 
Nash UNC staff members 
will assist with PPE edu-
cation.

With all policies, excep-
tions will continue to be 
granted for extenuating 
circumstances such as 
end of life or other special 
needs determined by the 
clinical care team. 

All visitors will be 
required to follow all 
safety policies, including 
a health screening upon 
entrance, wearing a mask 
for the duration of their 
visit and following proper 
infection prevention 
practices such as frequent 
hand-washing and social 
distancing.

“As COVID cases fluc-
tuate in our community, 
we may need to restrict 
visitation guidelines again 
should we see an increase 
in the community spread 
of COVID. We will con-
tinue to monitor our local 
situation and determine if 
any changes are needed 
should a rise in cases oc-

cur,” said Isley.
Nash UNC Health Care 

currently has four COVID 
inpatients and has seen 
recent changes to the 
types of patients the hos-
pital is seeing.

“While we are seeing a 
large downtrend in cases, 
we are also seeing that 
patients needing hospital-
ization are younger than 
those that were hospital-
ized at the peak of the 
pandemic, prior to vacci-
nations being available to 
the public,” said Isley.

Nash UNC reported 
that between the months 
of December and Janu-
ary, 65% of its COVID 
inpatient census was 
composed of patients 60 
and older, and 35% were 
under 60. Between the 
months of April and May, 
45% of COVID patients 
were 60 and older, and 
55% were under 60.

“With COVID-19 still 
affecting our community, 
we strongly encourage 
the community to get 
vaccinated if they have 
not already,” said Isley. 
“While we’ve seen a sig-
nificant decrease in hospi-
talizations, the fight with 
COVID is not over and 
is still a present threat to 
our community.” 

Nash UNC has estab-
lished a COVID-19 Vac-
cination Walk-In Clinic, 
offering the Moderna or 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines for people 18 and 
older. The clinic is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days and from noon to 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays 
at Nash Day Hospital. As 
of now, the clinic is set 
to be open through June 
30. No appointments are 
necessary.

For questions or to 
make an appointment, 
call Nash UNC’s Commu-
nity Vaccination Line at 
252-962-8624 or schedule 
online at YourShot.org.

For more information 
on visitor policies or vac-
cine information, visit 
NashUNCHealthCare.
org/coronavirus.
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Firebirds to join holiday tourney
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7807 

 | Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

WILSON — When the Farris 
& Farris Holiday Tournament 
makes its return to the area 
sports scene in December, it will 
carry the feel of a true neighbor-
hood get-together.

Contracts were recently 
signed to make Southern Nash 
High the annual out-of-county 
guest for the three-day prep 
basketball extravaganza, with 
the Firebirds joining the usual 
suspects of Hunt, Fike and Bed-
dingfield.

The addition became a distinct 
possibility following comple-
tion of the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association’s 
realignment for the next four 
years, which put Farris & Far-
ris interloper Smithfield-Selma 
in the 3-A Greater Neuse River 
Conference with the Warriors 
and Golden Demons. At the 
same time, realignment took 

Southern Nash out of the Big 
East as presently constituted, 
but the Firebirds will retain 
the league’s name alongside 
its Nash County colleagues of 
Rocky Mount, Northern Nash 
and Nash Central.

However, the desire not to 
continue nonconference meet-
ings in holiday play was mutual 
between Hunt, Fike and Smith-
field-Selma.

“We’re disappointed that we 
don’t have the Nash County 
schools in our conference any-
more,” Wilson County Schools 
athletic director Jimmy Tillman 
said. “But as soon as that hap-
pened, Robbie Kennedy and 
I sort of looked at each other. 
Because now, (Smithfield-
Selma) is in our conference, 
and we didn’t want to have to 
play them three or four times 
a year. And they didn’t want to 
have to play us three or four 
times a year. So it just worked 
out great.”

The move ends Smithfield-

Selma’s association with the 
tournament, which dates back 
to the 2013-14 seasons. SSS’s 
boys team never played for the 
tourney championship in that 
span.

Kennedy, the athletic direc-
tor and boys basketball coach 
at Southern Nash, indicated 
that Fike was already on the 
nonconference schedule for 
2021-22. Yet Hunt and Bed-
dingfield were absent — until 
now.

“It’s close, and I think our fans 
will really enjoy it,” Kennedy 
said. “Their Christmas tourna-
ment is always really good, so it 
was really easy for us once they 
told us we could come.”

Given the propensity of 
Southern Nash’s fans to travel, 
a return to capacity crowds is 
anticipated as a normal high 
school sports calendar looms in 
August.

The tearing of tickets at the 
gate, especially after a pan-
demic-ravaged season that left 

swaths of empty seats, is a wel-
come sight for those tasked with 
adding up dollars and cents.

“Believe me, after this year, we 
need all the fans we can get!”  
Tillman exclaimed.  

Southern Nash’s Jordan Vick (4) drives to the basket during a Jan. 26 
3-A Big East Conference game at Hunt. The Firebirds will be the Farris & 
Farris Holiday Tournament’s new out-of-county guest starting with the 
2021-22 season after NCHSAA realignment moved Smithfield-Selma 
into the same league with Hunt and Fike.  
Jimmy Lewis | Restoration NewsMedia 

Firebirds claim 2 titles
Fike leads way 
with 4 Big East 
championships

By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7807  

| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

A season-long diet of tri-
matches for 3-A Big East Con-
ference wrestling programs was 
granted a temporary reprieve 
Friday afternoon with the 
league’s individual champi-
onships contested inside the 
Southern Nash gym.

Among the N.C. High School 
Athletic Association’s modifica-
tions for a 2020-21 athletic cal-
endar challenged by COVID-19 
was limiting matches to just 
three teams, with the exception 
of individual tournaments. 

Except for Rocky Mount, 
which isn’t fielding a team this 
season, that scene played out 
Friday with Fike High notching 
four weight-class champion-
ships. Host Southern Nash 
secured two titles and Hunt, 
in the midst of rebuilding its 
program, walked away with the 
220-pound crown courtesy of 
Tryston Myers.

“It feels good just to get every-
body together,” Fike head coach 
Bradley Watson said. “It feels 
like we’re getting some progress 
working toward the end of the 
year, which is the final goal. A 
lot of good things tonight, and 
overall, it went very well.”

Anchored by a pair of state-
championship contenders in se-
niors Vincent Page and Jayleen 
Bullock, the Golden Demons 
added a 126-pound champion-
ship from junior Andrew Wood-
ard as well as senior Patrick 
McCullen at 152.

Each weight class was con-
ducted in round-robin format.

Bullock remained unbeaten 
through 14 matches, pinning all 
three of his opponents within 
the first period.

“I don’t think it was my best, 
but it definitely was not my 
worst,” Bullock said of his per-

formance. “I feel like I did pretty 
good in the finals. The other 
matches were all longer than 
a minute, so I could have im-
proved on that part.”

The goal of a state champion-
ship is something that’s contin-
ued to elude Bullock in his ca-
reer. While 2021 represents his 
best — and last — opportunity 
at a title, it can be derailed with 
one misstep, or failing to make 
weight at the proper time.

“Practicing every day and 
making weight,” Bullock said, 
“All of that comes with being a 
state champion. You’ve got to 
have great discipline. There’s no 
shortcuts in wrestling. You ei-
ther go all the way there, or you 
just fell short. You’ve got to put 
in 100% to get 100% of results.”

As for Page at 160, he climbed 
to 14-0 and required just 93 sec-
onds of mat time to do so.

“I didn’t really have that much 

Jadel Davis of Southern Nash attempts to control Zametrie Bagley of Fike during their 182-pound match in 
the 3-A Big East Conference tournament Friday. Davis won both of his matches to place first in the division. 
Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 

See TITLES, Page 2B

Rec department 
announces youth 
soccer results
For The Enterprise 

Nash County Recreation & Senior Ser-
vices has announced soccer scores for 
games played May 10-22.

May 10 
BOYS AGES 7-8
Wolves 5, Minecrafters 2
• Wolves: Ronaldo Morales 2, Payton 

Belk 1, Michael Endicott 1, Nehemiah Not-
tingham 1.

• Minecrafters: Andrew Lucas 1, Hayden 
Rose 1.

Wires Inc. 6, Screaming Nachos 0
• Wires Inc.: Rafeal Flores 6.
GIRLS AGES 7-8
Red Oak Shark Shooters 4, Storm 1
• Red Oak Shark Shooters: Emerson 

McKeel 2, Carla Evans 1, Chandler Wood-
cock 1.

• Storm: Miabella Lanfranchi 1.
Top Notch Lawn Care 6, Sparkles 1
• Top Notch Lawn Care: Anna Beth Mor-

gan 3, Nia Leonard 2, Lalia Thompson 1.
• Sparkles: Miriam Lang 1.
GIRLS AGES 9-10
Girls on Fire 2, Avengers 1
• Girls on Fire: Lucy McGhee 1, Aaliyah 

Richardson 1.
• Avengers: Brooklyn Rice 1.
BOYS AGES 11-13
Hawks 2, Panthers 1
• Hawks: Cooper Wheaton 2.
• Panthers: Travis Pendergrass 1.

May 11 
BOYS AGES 9-10 
Bulldogs 6, Hawks 4
• Bulldogs: Joshua Lucas 4, Zachary 

Burgess 2.
• Hawks: Jesus Dilan Sierra Hernandez 4.
GIRLS AGES 9-10
Hornets 7, Eagles 1
• Hornets: A’dia Cash 4, Emilyn Lopez 

Jimenez 2, Lydia Edgerton 1.
• Eagles: Harmony Dupree 1.
GIRLS AGES 11-14
Lady Hawks 1, Flying Squirrels 0
• Lady Hawks: Kaydi Foster 1.
COED AGES 14-16 
Silver Knights 7, Eagles 2
• Silver Knights: Christian Vazquez 3, 

Davis Wells 2, Jackson Parker: 1, Camden 
Posey 1.

• Eagles: Junior Ramirez 1, Orlando 
Ramirez 1.

May 14 
GIRLS AGES 11-14
Eagles 3, Lady Hawks 0
• Eagles: Ana Maria Alonso-Salgado 2, 

Olivia Williams 1
COED AGES 14-16
Los Amigos 7, Eagles 2
• Los Amigos: John-William Bullock 4, 

See SCORES, Page 2B

Mudcats’ ace earns Low-A pitching honor
Justin Bullock 
won the 
Low-A East 
Pitcher of 
the Week 
award on May 
16. Bullock 
fanned 12 
batters in 
six scoreless 
innings for 
the Mudcats. 
Contributed 

photo

Butner-Creedmoor News 

ZEBULON — Former South Granville baseball 
standout and current Carolina Mudcats start-
ing pitcher Justin Bullock was named the Low-A 
East Pitcher of the Week for the week ending 
May 16.

According to a Mudcats press release, Bullock had 
a career night at Down East where he struck out 12 
batters over six scoreless innings.

The Carolina Mudcats are the Low-A affiliates of 
the Milwaukee Brewers. The Brewers selected Bull-

ock in the ninth round of the 2017 MLB draft.
He began his career in the Arizona League with 

the Brewers franchise. He then moved to the Helena 
Brewers in Montana.

Bullock was assigned to the Wisconsin Timber 
Rattlers and then the Rocky Mountain Vibes. He re-
turned to the Timber Rattlers in 2019 after being on 
the seven-day injured list.

The Mudcats activated Bullock on Feb. 12 this 
year.

Bullock led South Granville to its only state base-
ball title in 2015. 

Hunt’s Tryston Myers embraces Southern Nash’s Trodrayl Newsome 
after their match in the 220-pound division Friday at the 3-A Big East 
Conference individual tournament. Myers went 3-0 to win the weight 
class. Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 
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Riley Bunch 2, Wyatt Earp 1.
• Eagles: Brandon Martinez 1, Junior 

Ramirez 1.

May 18 
BOYS AGES 3-4

Central Builders 1, Pirates 0
• Central Builders: Bryce Eustice 1.
BOYS AGES 7-8

Minecrafters 3, Wires Inc. 1 
• Minecrafters: Hayden Rose 2, Andrew 

Lucas 1.
• Wires Inc.: Rafeal Flores 1.
Screaming Nachos 7, Shark Attack 0
• Screaming Nachos: Daniel Rangel-Rodri-

guez 3, Bobby Edmondson 2, Titus Barnes 1, 
Joel Rangel-Rodriguez 1.

GIRLS AGES 7-8

Red Oak Shark Shooters 1, Storm 0
• Red Oak Shark Shooters: Jaymee Davis 

1.
BOYS AGES 9-10

Bulldogs 6, Hawks 1
• Bulldogs: Joshua Lucas 4, Ayden Bar-

tholomew 1, Zachary Burgess 1.
• Hawks: Jesus Dilan Sierra Hernandez 1.

May 19 
GIRLS AGES 9-10

Girls on Fire 2, Eagles 0
• Girls on Fire: Aaliyah Richardson 2
BOYS AGES 11-13

Panthers 3, Hawks 1
• Panthers: J.T. Doyle 1, Terry Godfrey 1, 

Travis Pendergrass 1.

• Hawks: Coopers Wheaton 1.
COED AGES 14-16

Silver Knights 5, Eagles 0
• Silver Knights: Christian Vazquez 3, 

Camden Posey 1, Davis Wells 1.

May 22
BOYS AGES 3-4

Central Builders 9, Rushing Raptors 1
• Central Builders: Bryce Eustice 3, Elias 

Sevilla 3, Santy Sorcia 3.
• Rushing Raptors: Kashdyn Davis 1
Pirates 2, Tiny Titans 0
• Pirates: Davlon Edmondson 1, Ethan 

Geraldo 1.

GIRLS AGES 3-4

Lady Birds 5, Purple Daisies 3
• Lady Birds: Blakely Watson 5.
• Purple Daisies: Leah Jones 3.

Girl Talk 9, Lil Bits 1
• Girl Talk: Maddox Taylor 5, Mia Prezioso 

3, Mallory Pressley 1.
• Lil Bits: Serenity Jones 1.
Dragonflies 1, RO Mulch Knightcrawlers 1
• Dragonflies: Aylania Harper-Ayscue 1.
• RO Mulch Knightcrawlers: Addison 

Melvin 1.

BOYS AGES 5-6 

Thundercats 5, Shark Attacks 0
• Thundercats: Noah Daniels 2, Jackson 

Evans 2, Kyle Trull 1.
Mean Machine 8, Sapony Creek Apiar-

ies 2
• Mean Machine: Cole Melton 4, Isaiah 

Gonzales 3, Caleb Laird-Baker 1.
• Sapony Creek Apiaries: Michael Bass 2

GIRLS AGES 5-6

Lil Bits 2, Lady Wolves 1

• Lil Bits: Kallie Moss 1.
• Lady Wolves: Shelby Faile 1.
Bears 1, Rainbow Kickers 0
• Bears: Gretchen Daniels 1.
GIRLS AGES 9-10

Avengers 2, Girls on Fire 1
• Avengers: Brooklyn Rice 1, Lakyah Smith 

1.
• Girls on Fire: Brooklyn Rice 1.
Hornets 6, Eagles 0
• Hornets: A’dia Cash 2, Aliyah Cun-

ningham 2, Lydia Edgerton 1, Emilyn Lopez 
Jimenez 1.

COED AGES 14-16

Los Amigos 4, Silver Knights 4
• Los Amigos: John-William Bullock 2, 

Wyatt Earp 1, Landen Holloman 1.
• Silver Knights: Jackson Parker 3, Davis 

Wells 1.  

continued from page 1A

Scores: Nash County Recreation & Senior Services soccer scores May 10-22

competition tonight, but 
I think I wrestled solid,” 
Page said. “Just preparing 
for better competition. I 
feel like in our wrestling 
room is where we have the 
most competition.”

Page’s trial by fire in-
cludes Bullock, but has 
also been forged by a 
name on a very small list 
of Wilson County state 
championship wrestlers 
— Aaron Bancroft, who 
mentored Page. Now the 
latter pays it forward.

“Now that I’m a senior, 
I have to kind of help and 
grow and mentor all the 
other guys,” Page said. 
“I have to push myself 
wrestling against these 
guys.”

At 220, Myers gained a 
measure of revenge in his 
weight class when he pinned 
Southern Nash senior Tron-
drayl Newsome before the 
close of the first period.

“Last year, the same 

kind of thing happened,” 
Myers said. “We were all 
wrestling for first place, 
and I messed up a move 
and he pinned me. So I’ve 
had that vengeance on my 
back. I’m glad I came and 
did my thing.”

Ayden Cox (120),  
Jayden Richardson (138) 
and James Harrison (195) 
added second-place finish-
es for Hunt. The Warriors 
would have been further 
bolstered by senior Aun-
drey Loftin, but he failed 
to make weight at 182 in 
a three-man division won 
by Southern Nash senior 
Jadel Davis.

“That’s really good for 
the foundation of our 
program going forward,” 
Hunt head coach Ronnie 
Sutton said. “These guys 
started as freshmen with 
me in my first full year, 
and now two years later, 
they’re starting to come 
together and wrestle the 
way that we want to wres-
tle and perform how we 

always intended them to 
perform. The foundation 
is set, and it’s about add-
ing to that foundation.”

In the heavyweight di-
vision, Southern Nash’s 
Terrence Raspberry had 
the most exhaustive path 
to a championship. Rasp-
berry dispatched four 
opponents in his weight 
class, including a 6-0 de-
cision over Fike’s DeSaun 
Avent in what amounted 
to the championship 
bout.

“We started super slow 
today,” Southern Nash 
head coach Eddie Coble 
said. “For whatever rea-
son, I think we were still 
asleep. But we started 
slow, finished strong. We 
didn’t give out a team 
championship, didn’t call 
out team scores because 
it didn’t really matter. But 
for what it’s worth, we did 
finish in second place be-
hind Fike, which is a great 
showing. I thought we 
wrestled well today.”

Raspberry (13-1) 
checked into the heavy-
weight proceedings at 
just 230 pounds. Davis, at 
182, outpointed Fike’s Za-
metrie Bagley 8-2 in that 
de-facto championship 
encounter.

“Every match he goes 
in, he’s giving up 30, 40, 
50 pounds every single 
match,” Coble said. “But 
he’s so strong, and playing 
football, he has that lever-
age and he can just move 
so well.”

Part of the NCHSAA’s 
wrestling modifications 
for COVID will involve 
elimination of the dual-
team championship for 
2021 as well as “wrestle-
backs” in regional and 
state tournament competi-
tion. There will be four 
campus sites for state 
championships this sea-
son instead of Greensboro 
Coliseum, with the 3-A 
tournament set for East-
ern Guilford High in Gib-
sonville.

continued from page 1A
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House passes 
bill to expand 
broadband 
access
From staff reports

RALEIGH — The N.C. 
House has passed a bill 

to distribute 
$750 million 
in federal 
money to all 
100 coun-
ties in the 
state to aid 
in expanding 
broadband 

internet access.
State Rep. Matthew 

Winslow, a Republican 
serving parts of south-
ern Nash County and 
all of Franklin County, 
co-sponsored House Bill 
947, titled the GREAT 
Broadband Expansion 
Act.

“One of the best provi-
sions of this bill is that 
the money goes directly 
to the locally elected 
leaders instead of the 
state assuming an area’s 
need,” Winslow said. 
“Local communities 
know best when it comes 
to applying these funds. 
I know that in the most 
rural parts of my district, 
access to the internet is 
key to closing the digital 
divide and will help with 
education, health care 
and economic develop-
ment.”

The bill allocates $400 

million to the newly 
established Completing 
Access to Broadband 
program, which will be 
made available to every 
county in the state to 
help close broadband 
gaps.

Under the program, 
counties would be en-
couraged to use their 
share of federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan dollars 
to partner with the state 
to build broadband in-
frastructure. This has 
the potential to leverage 
more than $1 billion 
between state and local 
funding.

The legislation also 
provides $350 million 
for the Growing Rural 
Economies with Access 
to Technology program, 
which was created in 
2018 to expedite the de-
ployment of high-speed 
broadband to rural parts 
of the state by encour-
aging partnerships and 
competition among util-
ity providers.

The N.C. General As-
sembly allocates $15 
million a year for the 
program. Lawmakers say 
the GREAT program has 
become a national model 
for deploying broadband 
to unserved and under-
served areas. 

Winslow 
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VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Worm love in the victory garden 
My 

children 
tell me 
that I’m 
becoming 
like my 
parents. 
Thank-
fully, it’s 
in a good 

way. I’m told I’m getting 
hard to buy for. To make 
gift-giving easier, I try to 
come up with ideas that 
are practical.

A perfect example is 
a brilliant idea I had for 
Mother’s Day. For Moth-
er’s Day last year, I asked 
my husband to make me a 
DIY worm composter out 
of a 5-gallon bucket. After 
several YouTube videos, 
drilling and gluing, I re-
ceived a very sturdy (not 
pretty) worm composter 
home.

I happily filled my 
worms’ new home with 
cardboard, shredded pa-
per and food scraps I had 
collected for a week (a 
little smelly and slimy). 
I added a little dirt and 
some leaves and presto — 
DIY worm home! It was an 
absolutely amazing gift.

The buckets were a glo-
rious worm workplace. 
We dumped in four con-
tainers of fishing worms 
and I was ready to wait for 
the magic of composting 
to occur. My intent was to 
keep it in the kitchen so I 
could watch the compost-
ing process. 

A few days prior to 
this particular Mother’s 
Day, I also convinced my 
husband that we should 
put our house on the mar-
ket. That same glorious 
Mother’s Day Sunday, 

we were notified that we 
had our first showing on 
Monday — the very next 
day! I panicked and put 
the bucket of worms and 
compost outside. 

I pride myself in the fact 
that I’m a problem-solver. 
The lid was really tight, 
so I left it a little lifted so 
I could easily add more 
food scraps. I am not go-
ing to let a house showing 
stop me from compost-
ing in a bucket full of 
beautiful food scraps and 
worms!

The house showing 
went well, but I forgot I 
had left the worms outside 
overnight. Fast forward to 
Tuesday afternoon. I went 
outside to retrieve my big 
bucket of worms. Much to 
my surprise, and dismay, 
the worms were not work-
ing. In fact, the worms 
were gone. Every last 
worm had fled its work.

Unfortunately, I some-
times enroll in the school 
of hard knocks. If you are 
wanting a worm compos-
ter and the instructions 
say, “make sure the lid 
fits tight,” I think they 
mean it. Another lesson 
learned, after the fact, is 
that fishing worms are not 
the proper worms to use 
in a vermicompost unit 
(vermicompost is a fancy 
word for composting by 
worms). 

Red wigglers would be 
what you’d want to put 
in your vermicompost. 
I’ve also heard this type 
of composting called cold 
composting since the in-
ternal temperature won’t 
be as high as a compost 
pile that you work outside.

For those of you who are 

now wishing you could get 
your hands in a bucket of 
worms, I have a treat for 
you. A worm dig is coming 
to a venue near you!

The Spring Hope Gar-
den Club is putting on a 
Fourth of July Festival this 
year. The children’s parade 
will be held July 3. We 
need kids to decorate their 
rides — bikes, strollers, 
golf carts, tractors. Show 
us your patriotic spirit!

The festival will follow 
the parade. Come and en-
joy food trucks, vendors, 
crafts and the garden 
club’s worm dig! (It’s a 
catch-and-release thing, 
so you won’t have to take 
home a wiggly friend un-
less you want to.)

If you need more infor-
mation about the parade 
and festival, email me. 
If you want to join the 
Spring Hope Garden Club, 
also email me! If you want 
to help or be a vendor in 
the festival, (you guessed 
it) email me!

To add more worms to 
your life, this is the perfect 
summer treat — “worm 
dirt.” You won’t mind get-
ting your hands dirty with 
this yummy, kid-friendly 
dessert.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Worm Dirt Dessert

INGREDIENTS

2 cups milk

1 package of 

chocolate 

pudding, 4 

serving size

8 oz. of frozen 

whipped 

topping, 

thawed

1 1/2 cups 

of crushed 

sandwich 

cookies 

(you can get 

creative here 

— there are a 

ton of colors 

and flavors to 

choose from); 

about 16 

cookies

20 gummy 

worms or sour 

gummy worms

DIRECTIONS

Mix pudding with milk and let stand a few minutes 

to thicken. Stir in thawed whipped topping and ½ cup 

of crushed cookies. Spoon this mixture into individual 

serving cups. Put in the gummy worms on top of the 

serving cups and cover with the remaining cookie 

crumbs (dirt). Let the worms stick out of the “dirt.” 

Refrigerate until ready to serve. It’s best to make 

this the day you will be serving because the cookies 

will get soggy if left overnight. I can’t say that soggy 

cookies have ever stopped worm dirt dessert from 

being eaten — just sayin’.
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Memorial Day service honors troops’ reflection of Christ 
Peachtree Baptist 

Church celebrated Me-
morial Day on Sunday 
by reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance and singing 
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.” It was a beautiful 
tribute to all who paid 
the ultimate price to pro-
tect us.

Special music: Jane May performed 
a piano solo. Jerry Hobgood sang “The 
Longer I Serve Him.” 

The narthex flower arrangement 
Sunday was loving presented to glorify 
God by Bob Bunn and I in memory of all 
those who have paid the ultimate price 
for us — the Lord Jesus, men and women 
of the military and all first responders. 
We thank you.

The sanctuary flower arrangement 
Sunday was loving presented to glorify 
God by Melba and Jerry Hobgood.

Pastor’s message: “Dusty Christians,” 
with Scripture from Luke 6:12-15.

Pastor Gene Whitehouse showed a 
video presentation of a Memorial Day 
speech by President Ronald Reagan. 

Bible verse for the month of May: He-
brews 11: 6.

CHRISTIANS’ MEMORIAL DAY

My devotional this week is “A Memori-
al Day for Christians,” by Rob Barkman.

“Memorial Day is a day that is set aside 
to remember, and honor, our brave sol-
diers who have given their lives to pro-
tect our land and keep us free. It began 
as a day to honor our Civil War dead, but 
after World War I, it was expanded to 
include our war dead from all the wars in 
which America was involved.

“Our country has fought in 12 wars 
(not counting the Afghanistan War, 
which brings the updated total to 13). 
In every one of these cases, we have 
asked the young people of our nation to 
be willing to give their lives in the name 
of freedom (for us and others in foreign 
lands). The sacrifices these young men 
and women have made can never be 
totally comprehended, nor can they be 

repaid by us.
“Just stop and think about a little of 

what these wonderful young people have 
given up for us. At the very least, they 
have given years of their life, time away 
from their families, to serve their country 
which they love. They have given us any 
chance of setting down ‘roots,’ having to 
move from base to base once every three 
to four years.  Many will be physically 
disabled the rest of their life, having the 
use of one or more of their limbs taken 
from them. Scores have been mentally 
disabled, resulting in them being unable 
to handle day-to-day living. And thou-
sands upon thousands have given the ul-
timate sacrifice, their life, so that we can 
continue to enjoy our lives living safely 
in a land of freedom.

“We can never begin to understand 
what they went through, and are con-
tinuing to go through, all because they 
love their nation and the freedoms we 
take for granted every day. We can never 
begin to repay them and their families 
for the sacrifices they have made for 
us. It seems as if saying ‘Thank You’ just 
isn’t enough.”

“This is my commandment, that 
ye love one another, as I have loved 
you. Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do what-
soever I command you.” — John 15:12-
14.

“Our Lord recognized the tremen-
dous sacrifice involved when a person 
is willing to give up their life for their 
friend. He describes it as an act of ‘great 
love.’ Who better to be able to under-
stand and define the very essence of self-
sacrifice and love but our Lord Himself?”

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

Jerry’s devotional this week is “Attend 
Church Regularly,” by Billy Graham, 
from “Peace for Each Day.”

“Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!” — Psalm 133:1.

“Some people find it easier to draw 
closer to God in magnificent buildings 

and with some form of ritual. Others 
find they can seek God only in stark 
simplicity. Some people find themselves 
more comfortable with formality; others 
feel more at home with informality. The 
important thing is not how we do it, but 
the sincerity and depth of purpose with 
which we do it, and we should each find 
the church in which as individuals we 
can best accomplish this.

Do not make the mistake of attaching 
yourself to a particular minister rather 
than a body of the church itself. The 
ministry may change — it is healthy 
and stimulating that it should — but 
the tenets of the church remain in the 
same, and it is to Christ that you owe 
allegiance. A stable church is built up 
when the members of the congregation 
recognize that it is their mutual love of 
Jesus Christ and the sincere desire to 
follow in His steps that hold them to-
gether.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Peachtree’s new visual equipment for 
the church was installed last week.

• Sunday school will start at 10 a.m. 
Sunday, June 6.

• A deacons’ meeting is scheduled for 
7 p.m. Tuesday, June 8.

• A church conference is planned for 
noon Sunday, June 13. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• A county blood drive will be held 
from 3-7 p.m. Wednesday, June 9, at the 
Spring Hope Community Building, 104 
Community St.

• Floods Chapel Original Free Will 
Baptist Church is collecting donations 
for the St. Vincent’s Island volcano vic-
tims. Please contact the church for a list 
of needs.

• David and Lynn Griffin traveled to 
Pensacola Beach, Florida, last week for a 
week’s vacation with his brother Melvin 
and wife Signe who live in Wimberley, 
Texas. One of the highlights of their trip 
was watching the Blue Angels practice 
from Fort Pickens National Park. This is 

an annual trip for these two couples.
• Chad Horner hosted a 40th birthday 

party for his wife Jamie on Saturday. 
Great food and fun. 

• Joan and Ray Eason hosted their 
annual Memorial Day Lowcountry Boil 
on Saturday. About 25 people attended. 
Great food and fun.

• Lynn and David Griffin placed Amer-
ican flags on all the veterans’ graves in 
the Peachtree cemetery last week. The 
flags will stay in place until after the 
Fourth of July. Lynn and David place the 
flags every year. Thank you.

• Cheryl and Doug Hayes and Brenda 
and James Shephard visited Doug’s sis-
ter’s church on Sunday. 

• Nikki Scott treated son Zack to a 
beach trip for graduation. Zack is a class 
of 2021 member. Congratulations, Zack.  

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in need. Please 
keep them all in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine Whitley, Dorothy 
Nelson, Nikki Scott, Bill Wakefield and 
Gail Brantley.

• Recovering at home: Ronnie Mat-
thews, Audrey Farmer, Delcie Wakefield, 
Norman Whitley, Joan Eason, Amy and 
Robert Sykes and Jeannie Bennett.

• Undergoing treatment: Marta White-
house, Janie Joyner, Bill Nelson and 
Joyce Brinkley.

• Under doctors’ care: Melba and Jerry 
Hobgood.

• In the hospital: Sharron Wester and 
Burt Eason.  

• Birthday blessings to Jamie May 
(June 6), Chase Gupton (June 19), Doug 
Hayes (June 23), Destiny King (June 23), 
Abigail Edwards (June 24), Bart Wood 
(June 25), Faye Vick (June 27), Cecil Wil-
son (June 28) and Glen Wood (June 29).

Area churches: If you have events com-
ing up, please let me know on Saturdays 
the week before the events. I will need 
your news no later than 2 p.m. on Sun-
days.

Fran Bunn is a member of Peachtree Bap-
tist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

Spending time with God? 
On Sundays when I 

don’t get to church, I lis-
ten to several pastors on 
television. This past Sun-
day, two pastors talked 
about the same topic: the 
importance of spending 
time with God. 

I had planned to do a 
lot of that the first thing 

in the morning — reading the Bible and 
a couple of devotion books, and pray-
ing. But over the last few months, I find 
myself doing well to read a chapter 
from the Bible and pray a quick prayer. 
These pastors stepped on my toes, re-
minding me that God wants us to spend 
time with Him.

The term “quiet time” was popular 
at one point, a term meaning taking a 
break from worldly activity by reading 
the Bible, meditating and praying. Most 
of us don’t seem to do that these days, 
do we? Instead, we get busy with all 
sorts of other activities, including clean-
ing the house, working to make money 
and enjoying hobbies such as reading 
secular books, watching TV, getting on 

the computer and even playing games, 
going out to eat, and so on. 

Thing is, there are so many other 
activities that we can engage in — and 
spending time with God in comparison 
might sound boring and even a waste.

But according to the pastors I listened 
to, spending time with God should be 
the most important activity in our lives. 
When we get to heaven as the saved, 
spending time with God will be our 
most important activity, so we’d better 
get in the habit and even start looking 
forward to it. Right?

I’m writing to myself here, too. I do 
begin and end each day with prayer. But 
once I get going, so many other things 
capture my mind. Sound familiar? 

The Bible gives us some scriptures to 
support those pastor’s claims. Here are 
a couple of them: From Matthew 6:6, 
“when you pray, go into your room,” 
and from James 4:8, “Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you.” 

Let’s spend time with Him. We won’t 
regret it.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s wife.  

DONNA 
CROWE

SANDY CROSS NEWS

Redeemer Church pitches in 
for Southern Nash Middle 

King-
dom Inter-
national 
Church 
celebrated 
Youth 
Sunday. 
The Vine 
Youth led 
the praise 

and worship and also 
presented several mimes. 
Youth Pastor Grant Mc-
Glothlin gave the morning 
message. 

The KIC Love Ladies 
met on Friday night. They 
enjoyed an hour of shop-
ping with In His Hands 
Mobile Boutique followed 
by a catered dinner and 
dessert. KIC Young at 
Heart met on Saturday 
night. Dan and Joyce Ea-
son ministered in word 
and song. They all enjoyed 
barbecued chicken, red 
hots, ham, baked beans, 
macaroni salad, salad, 
rolls and dessert.   

Vaughan’s Chapel 
hosted The Glorymen & 
Tiffany on Sunday morn-
ing. After the service, 
Parker’s Barbecue ca-
tered lunch. On Sunday 
night, Gene Holland con-
tinued the Bible study in 
Revelation.  

Sandy Cross United 
Methodist Church cel-
ebrated Pentecost Sunday 
with a message from Pas-
tor Eric Packard.

Christian Fellowship 
Church enjoyed the fourth 
installment in the “Door-
ways to Destiny” series by 
Pastor Daniel Parker. 

Putting theory into prac-
tice: Mr. Bailey’s students 
have been learning force 
and motion and have put it 
to the test with paper air-
planes. Redeemer Church 
is a partner with Southern 
Nash Middle School. This 
past week, the church 
helped to clean the school 
grounds. The church also 
hosted breakfast for the 
staff on Friday. Thank you 
so much! 

The Bailey Chamber of 
Commerce recognized 

Mrs. Comerford of South-
ern Nash Middle. 

The Southern Nash 
High School 2021 Senior 
Parade was a huge hit. 
Thanks to everyone who 
helped make this a suc-
cess and for all of the par-
ticipation from friends and 
family. Congratulations to 
Darrin Bailey of SNHS for 
signing with Peace Col-
lege on a track and field 
scholarship. Congratula-
tions to Jada Zimmerman 
for signing with Louisburg 
College on a soccer schol-
arship!

Kidz World Child 
Care & Learning Center 
will host a summer day 
camp. Registration is 
limited. Call Stephanie 
or Sharell at 252-451-
0077 for more informa-
tion or to enroll your 
child. Kidz World is 
located on the campus of 
Kingdom International 
Church at 1933 Sandy 
Cross Road, Nashville.

Ladies! Interested in 
shopping for clothes in 
your own home or hosting 
a purchasing party? Con-
tact In His Hands Mobile 
Boutique at 252-904-3976 
and ask for Mandy. You 
can also check out the 
Facebook page for live 
showings of new invento-
ry. In His Hands also has a 

limited availability of chil-
dren’s clothes! Proceeds 
from sales are put right 
back into God’s hands for 
ministry purposes.

Birthdays for the month 
of June include Lisa Brad-
berry, Patsy Baker Smith, 
Matthew Eason, Bonnie 
Matthews, Diane Whee-
less, Blake Gosselin, Liz 
Taylor, Eloise Holland, 
Libby Caviness, Taylor 
Hicks, Donna Upchurch 
and Angie Tanner.  

Bible verse of the week 
is Isaiah 56:1: “Observe 
justice, do what is right, 
for my salvation is close to 
coming, my righteousness 
to being revealed.”

Quote of the week is 
from Iris Anderson: “Don’t 
fear the breadth or depth 
of the canyon, it’s the 
strength of the bridge that 
matters.”

Recipe of the week is 
baked sweet potatoes. It’s 
so good, it will make a tad-
pole slap a whale! 

Please email your Sandy 
Cross community news, 
birthdays and anniversa-
ries to emilysillsnews@
aol.com.

Emily Sills writes a weekly 
column on happenings in 
the Sandy Cross commu-
nity. Email her at emilysill-
snews@aol.com.

EMILY 
SILLS

Baked Sweet Potatoes 

INGREDIENTS

2 regular 

size sweet 

potatoes, 

baked

1/2 cup toasted 

pecans

1/2 cup pancake 

syrup

2 large 

marshmallows

1/2 stick 

softened real 

butter

1/4 cup brown 

or white sugar

Cinnamon to 

taste

DIRECTIONS

After the sweet potatoes have been cooked and 

slightly cooled, top each with half of the pecans and 

syrup and a large marshmallow. Broil to desired color 

of marshmallows.  In a small bowl, mix the softened 

butter with the sugar and cinnamon until blended. 

Serve the butter with the warm sweet potatoes.

Good...

...to the last word.

Subscribe to The Enterprise for all the local news.
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Deputies: Family pets 
attack, kill infant
Johnstonian News

WILLOW SPRING — 
Two dogs attacked and 
killed a 10-month-old 
girl May 25 in her home 
near Johnston County’s 
McGee’s Crossroads com-
munity.

Just after 8 p.m., Scott 
Winberry of 16 Riparian 
Court, Willow Spring, 
stepped outside his home 
just long enough to check 
on a garden hose, said 
Capt. Jeff Caldwell of the 
Johnston County Sheriff’s 
Office. When he went 
back inside, he heard 
a commotion and saw 
blood.

The family’s two dogs 
were attacking Malia Scott 
Winberry, Caldwell said. 
The father — and, later, 
deputies and paramedics 

— tried to save the girl but 
could not, he said. Malia 
would have turned 1 year 
old in June.

“It’s just a tragic acci-
dent,” Caldwell said. 

Scott Winberry is a law 
enforcement officer, and 
the child’s mother, Bi-
anca Patel, is a paramedic, 
Caldwell said. 

“They’re good parents,” 
he said. “They’re not neg-
ligent.”

In a news release, 
the sheriff ’s office said 
Johnston County Animal 
Services seized the two 
dogs.

“Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to Scott 
Winberry and Bianca Patel 
for the tragic loss of their 
10-month-old daughter, 
Malia Scott Winberry,” the 
release states.

Nash hospital 
recognized 
for stroke care 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash UNC Health Care 
has recently been re-
accredited with The Joint 
Commission’s Gold Seal 
of Approval and the Amer-
ican Heart Association/
American Stroke Associa-
tion’s Heart-Check mark 
for Advanced Certification 
for Primary Stroke Cen-
ters.

According to The Joint 
Commission, the Gold 
Seal of Approval and the 
Heart-Check mark rep-
resent symbols of quality 
from their respective orga-
nizations.

To earn these presti-
gious certifications, Nash 
UNC Health Care under-
went a rigorous onsite 
review.

Joint Commission ex-
perts evaluated compli-
ance with stroke-related 
standards and require-
ments, including pro-
gram management, the 
delivery of clinical care 
and performance im-
provement. 

“We are pleased to have 
received this recognition 
from The Joint Commis-
sion and the AHA/ASA,” 
said Lee Isley, president 
and CEO of Nash UNC 
Health Care. “Our efforts 
to improve and maintain 
the high standards of 
stroke care in our facilities 
has proven to be success-
ful by receiving this ac-
creditation once again.”

May is National Stroke 
Awareness Month and 
Michael Aquino, stroke 
program coordinator at 
Nash UNC, explained the 
importance of having a 
top-notch stroke program.

“Speed and efficiency 

in treatment are essential 
during a stroke,” he said. 
“That’s why it’s important 
to know the signs and 
symptoms so that you can 
recognize them quickly 
and call 911.”

Aquino said the easi-
est way to remember the 
signs and symptoms of a 
stroke is the acronym BE 
FAST, which stands for:

Balance: sudden change 
in balance or coordina-
tion.

Eyes: sudden change in 
vision, loss of vision in one 
or both eyes.

Face: facial droop.
Arms: cannot hold arms 

up or arm weakness.
Speech: slurred or 

garbled speech or inability 
to speak.

Time: time to call 911.
According to the Ameri-

can Heart Association 
and American Stroke 
Association, stroke is 
the fifth-leading cause of 
death and a leading cause 
of adult disability in the 
United States. On average, 
someone in the United 
States suffers a stroke ev-
ery 40 seconds and nearly 
795,000 people suffer a 
new or recurrent stroke 
each year.

“These recognitions by 
the Joint Commission and 
the American Heart As-
sociation/American Stroke 
Association reassure our 
community that in the 
event of a stroke or emer-
gency, they will have a 
highly skilled, well-trained 
team ready to take care of 
them upon their arrival to 
the hospital,” said Aquino.

For more information on 
stroke treatment at Nash 
UNC Health Care, visit 
www.nashunchealthcare.
org/stroke. 

State agency seeks public input on grant plans
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — The N.C. 
Office of Recovery and Re-
siliency is seeking public 

comment on Substantial 
Action Plan Amendment 
2 of North Carolina’s U.S. 
Department of Housing 

and Urban Development 
Community Development 
Block Grant-Mitigation 
Action Plan.

The draft amendment 
outlines how the state 
proposes to use a new al-
location of $34.6 million in 
mitigation funds related to 
Hurricane Florence’s af-
fects on the state.

The proposed amend-
ment details the use of 
these funds to offer prop-
erty buyout and incentives 
to applicants located in 
specific areas of the state 
that NCORR and local 
communities have de-
termined are at high risk 
of future storm impacts. 
More than $202.6 million 
in CDBG-MIT funds are 
available to the state to 
fund property buyout and 

buyout incentives, develop 
plans and other activities 
as described in the state’s 
action plan.

The public comment 
period for Substantial 
Action Plan Amendment 
2 for CDBG-MIT is open 
until June 27. The draft 
amendment is avail-
able for review online. 
The public is strongly 
encouraged to submit 
comments by email to 
publiccomments@re-
build.nc.gov. Comments 
may also be submitted 
by mail to NCORR Pub-
lic Comments, P.O. Box 
110465, Durham, NC 
27709.

Gov. Roy Cooper es-
tablished NCORR in the 
aftermath of Hurricane 

Florence to stream-
line disaster recovery 
programs statewide 
and help communities 
rebuild smarter and 
stronger. The office ad-
ministers programs that 
support homeowner re-
covery, affordable hous-
ing, mitigation, strategic 
buyout, local government 
grants and loans and 
pandemic-related rent 
and utility assistance. 
To date, North Carolina 
has invested more than 
$3.6 billion in state and 
federal funding to sup-
port recovery from hurri-
canes Matthew, Florence, 
Dorian and Isaias. 

Learn more about 
NCORR’s programs at 
www.rebuild.nc.gov/. 
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Fred Barnes taught me a lesson 
RA-

LEIGH 
— I’ve 
written a 
regular 
column 
for nearly 
35 years. 
It debuted 
in the 

Spring Hope Enterprise, 
a Nash County weekly, in 
the summer of 1986 and 
then quickly expanded to 
dozens of other daily and 
community papers.

Over those 35 years, 
I’ve rarely opined on any 
subject other than politics 
and public policy. That’s 
my beat. I’ll stick to it for 
as long as my gracious 
editors continue to include 
me in their pages. But 
I’m making one of those 
rare exceptions today to 
note the retirement of a 
wonderful journalist who 
had a profound effect on 
my life.

More than half a century 
ago, Fred Barnes began 
his career as a reporter 
for The News and Courier 
(now The Post and Cou-
rier) in Charleston, South 
Carolina. Now he has just 
retired from his post as a 
regular columnist for the 
Washington Examiner.

During the intervening 
decades, Fred covered 
the White House and U.S. 
Supreme Court for The 
Washington Evening Star, 
was a national correspon-

dent for The Baltimore 
Sun and wrote the “White 
House Watch” column for 
The New Republic.

In 1995, he co-founded 
a magazine called The 
Weekly Standard that, like 
The New Republic in its 
prime, exercised an influ-
ence far out of proportion 
to its modest subscriber 
base. Some 23 years later, 
after the magazine folded, 
Fred moved over to the 
Washington Examiner.

While his roots lay with 
the written word, Fred 
Barnes has also excelled 
in the broadcast media, 
serving as a regular panel-
ist on the PBS show “The 
McLaughlin Group” and 
a co-host and commenta-
tor on Fox News. You may 
have even seen his cameo 
in the sci-fi film “Indepen-
dence Day”!

I first encountered 
Fred’s work in the early 
1980s. A high school 
teacher of mine, Wade 
Carpenter (another 
mentor to whom I’m im-
mensely grateful), show-
cased several of Fred’s 
columns as examples of 
how opinion journalists 
can express their views ef-
fectively, based on report-
ing and rational argument, 
without demonizing their 
opponents.

Later, during the tail end 
of the Reagan administra-
tion, I moved to Washing-
ton to become a reporter-

researcher at The New 
Republic. I’d done prior 
internships in the capi-
tal, but this was my first 
full-time job. I worked for 
Fred Barnes and his col-
league Mort Kondracke, 
doing everything from 
calling sources and pick-
ing up documents to clip-
ping papers and managing 
inboxes. I also prepped 
them for “The McLaughlin 
Group” and accompanied 
them to the TV studio 
each week.

I continued to write 
my regular newspaper 
column, sharing drafts 
with Fred and soaking 
up his genial but pointed 
critiques. When I moved 
back to North Carolina, 
and shortly afterwards 
began my own broadcast 
work as a regular panelist 
on UNC-TV’s “North Car-
olina This Week,” I contin-
ued to check in with Fred 
and seek his guidance. 
During my years at the 
John Locke Foundation, 
he was a frequent speaker 
at our events.

Although Fred Barnes 
and I are both conserva-
tives, I can’t say he influ-
enced my political views 
to any great extent. My 
preferences for limited 
government, individual 
liberty and free enterprise 
were well-established 
long before we met. And, 
indeed, I haven’t always 
agreed with Fred’s take 

on political events. That’s 
hardly required to be 
fellow conservatives or 
friends — or for me to 
owe him a great personal 
debt.

You see, an indispens-
able lesson I learned by 
working for Fred, and by 
reading and watching him 
over the ensuing decades, 
is that opinion journalism 
isn’t primarily about the 
opinions. It’s about the 
journalism.

Your audience ought 
to learn something new 
from you even if they 
never agree with you. 
They should encounter a 
new fact, see the results 
of a new study or read a 
quote they might other-
wise miss. They should, at 
least, come to recognize 
that most issues are com-
plicated, and that political 
differences aren’t simply a 
product of the other side’s 
ignorance, idiocy or vil-
lainy.

I’ve tried to heed that 
lesson. To the extent I’ve 
succeeded, it’s because 
I had a good teacher. 
Thanks, Fred Barnes, and 
best wishes.

John Hood is a Carolina 
Journal columnist and 
author of the forthcoming 
novel “Mountain Folk,” a 
historical fantasy set dur-
ing the American revolu-
tion (MountainFolkBook.
com).
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CLASSIFIEDS

Home Repairs

NOTICES

Child Care

NEED 2 CHRISTIAN
CAREGIVERS NOW!!

for Wonderful Father 90 in East
Raleigh. Needs 24/7 care. $100 per

24 hrs. Dad Covid vacccinated &
caregiver must be also. My main

caregiver needs surgery. 24 to 72 hr
shifts straight through. Really need
help if able. Please leave clear v/m

(773)251-5957.
Thank you very much!

PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE FY 2021-2022 NASH 
COUNTY BUDGET
The FY 2021-2022 Recommended 
Budget for Nash County was 
submitted on May 24, 2021 to the 
Nash County Board of Commis-
sioners and is available for public 
inspection in the office of the Clerk 
to the Board of Commissioners.  
There will be a public hearing on the 
2021-2022 Nash County Budget be-
ginning at 9:00 a.m. on June 7, 2021 
in the Frederick B. Cooper Jr. Com-
missioners’ Room on the third floor 
of the Claude Mayo, Jr. Administra-
tion Building, 120 West Washington 
Street in Nashville, NC.
Citizens have the right to provide 
written and oral comments and the 
right to ask questions concerning 
the budget and the county funding 
plan.
Janice Evans
Clerk to the Board
The Enterprise
June 2, 2021

NORTH CAROLINA
BEAUFORT COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE RE-
MOVAL OF APPROXIMATELY 8 
GRAVES FROM US 17 FROM 
WASHINGTON BYPASS NORTH 
OF NC 171 TO MULTI-LANES 
SOTH OF WILLIAMSTON LO-
CATED ON PROPERTY NOW OR 
FORMERLY OWNED BY JAMES 
L. HODGES, JR., IN BEAUFORT 

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

COUNTY, NORTH CARO-
LINA, STATE PROJECT/WBS 
NO. 35494.2.1, TIP NO. R-2511, 
PARCEL 072.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the known 
and unknown relatives of SAMY 
FAULKNER, H. RAY FAULKNER, 
SAMUEL A. WOOLARD, CAR-
RIE WOOLARD, M. DAVID BOYD, 
DORA FERNE, JASON HOLT 
BOYD, DAVID REID BOYD and 
next-of-kin, PAT GALLAGHER AND 
EVELYN GALLAGHER located on 
property now or formerly owned by 
James L. Hodges, Jr., and located 
in Beaufort County, North Carolina, 
found within the right of way of State 
Project/WBS No. 35494.2.1, TIP No. 
R-2511, Parcel 072; that said grave 
is located approximately at the cen-
terline of Survey Line -L- Lt. 168+75 
to 169+50, Beaufort County, North 
Carolina; the name of the known 
deceased persons to be moved are: 
Samy Faulkner, H. Ray Faulkner, 
Samuel A. Woolard, Carrie Woolard, 
M. David Boyd, Dora Ferne, Jason 
Holt Boyd and David Reid Boyd; 
that the Department of Transporta-
tion has been unable to ascertain 
the closest next of kin; that the 
subject graves to be moved will be 
relocated and re-interred to Oakdale 
Cemetery; that a complete record 
of where the 8 subject graves of 
Samy Faulkner, H. Ray Faulkner, 
Samuel A. Woolard, Carrie Woolard, 
M. David Boyd, Dora Ferne, Jason 
Holt Boyd and David Reid Boyd will 
be re-interred will be on file with 
the Register of Deeds of Beaufort 
County, North Carolina. You are 
further notified that there are 8 
graves found at centerline of Survey 
Line -L- Lt. 168+75 to 169+50 be-
ing moved and the Department of 
Transportation will be responsible 
for all reasonable expenses pertain-
ing under the provisions of North 
Carolina General Statute § 65-l06 
and that the removal will begin after 
this notice has been published once 
a week for four consecutive weeks 
over a period of thirty (30) days in 
The Enterprise in Beaufort County, 
North Carolina.

This the 4th day of May, 2021.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TION
By: Heather Fulghum
Manager of Right of Way

Lisa B. Finkelstein
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Publication Dates in The Enter-
prise: 

May 8, 2021
May 15, 2021
May 22, 2021
May 29, 2021
The Enterprise
May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 2021

Bankers graduate from management program 
For The Enterprise 

CHAPEL HILL — The North 
Carolina Bankers Association has 
announced class of 2020 gradu-
ates from the 84th North Carolina 
School of Banking.

The program is one of the oldest 
state banking association banking 
schools in the nation. It’s dedicated 
to expanding the skills and abilities 
of middle managers and prospec-
tive managers. Bankers who enroll 
in the school spend a week each 
August for four consecutive years 
to receive training in a college set-
ting. 

The 2020 program, which ran 
from Aug. 3-7, was hosted virtually 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
The 2020 students gathered nearly a 
year later, from May 26-27, to close 
out the 2020 program and to host 
the graduation ceremony for the 
senior class. 

“Congratulations to all 2020 

graduates of the 84th North Caro-
lina School of Banking!” Dean 
Harry Davis said in a statement. 
“Throughout the course of four 
years, you have worked through 
unprecedented circumstances 
and made friendships that will 
last throughout your careers. On 
behalf of the entire school faculty, 
we cannot wait to see what all 
you accomplish in the financial 
services industry moving for-
ward.”

Faculty consists of experienced 
bankers, professors, regulatory offi-
cials, attorneys and others who have 
expert knowledge of the subject 

areas. About 40 faculty members 
teach at the school, and some have 
been associated with the program 
for many years. 

Among the North Carolina School 
of Banking’s 32 graduates are the 
following area bankers: 

• Taylor Barker, Providence Bank 
— Rocky Mount.

• Tina Brown, Tarboro Savings 
Bank — Tarboro.

• Will Johnson, Southern Bank & 
Trust — Rocky Mount.

• Scott Newton, Southern Bank & 
Trust — Goldsboro.

• Kyle Williams, Benchmark Com-
munity Bank — Zebulon. 

Cooper silent on murder exoneree’s pardon plea
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7879 

WILSON — Ray Finch has 
one lingering question after Wil-
son County agreed to a $2 mil-
lion settlement in his wrongful 
conviction lawsuit.

“Why won’t he pardon me?” 
the 83-year-old Finch asked. 

Finch is still at the mercy of 
Gov. Roy Cooper, who has is-
sued pardons of innocence to 
six people since December.

“Why doesn’t he do it?” Finch 
said on May 25, the day after his 
settlement became official.

Finch spent 43 years impris-
oned for the killing of Richard 
“Shadow” Holloman, who was 
gunned down in a failed robbery 
attempt inside a country store 
on Feb. 13, 1976.

While the county agreed to 
pay for its role in the injustice, 
Finch said the state still owes 
him more than that. Finch is 
entitled to $50,000 for each year 
he was wrongfully imprisoned. 
While that sum would equal 
roughly $2.1 million, state law 
caps the maximum compensa-
tion at $750,000.

Although it’s been more than 
two years since he was exoner-
ated and released from prison, 
Finch can’t receive the $750,000 
until Cooper pardons him. In 
North Carolina, the governor 
has more power than the courts 
when it comes to compensating 
people the justice system deems 
innocent.

Cooper’s office told The Wil-
son Times on Thursday that 
Finch’s pardon application is 

still under review. It’s the same 
response the state provided in 
February.

‘THEY TAKE SO LONG’

For decades, Finch’s lawyers 
fought for his release through 
hearings and court filings.

In January 2019, the U.S. 
4th Circuit of Appeals ruled in 
Finch’s favor, declaring him ac-
tually innocent of the crime.

In a unanimous decision, the 
three-judge panel said three 
highly suggestive police lineups 
violated Finch’s constitutional 
rights and concluded that no 
reasonable juror would have 
convicted Finch based on the 
totality of both old and new evi-
dence.

On May 23, 2019, a federal 
judge overturned Finch’s 1976 
conviction, and he was subse-
quently freed.

Finch’s son, Michael Taylor, 
said you can’t put a price on 
something so priceless — 43 
years behind those prison walls 
for a crime his father didn’t 
commit.

“If I did all this time, why 
should I have to wait for my par-
don even though I’m innocent 
of the crime?” Taylor said. “The 
charges have been cleared.”

Finch said the process to ob-
tain a pardon of innocence in 
North Carolina is tiresome.

“They take so long,” he said.
Finch said after he was freed, 

the state left him with nothing.
“They said, ‘We’ll drop him 

out there, and we don’t care 
what happens to him,’” the 
83-year-old said. “It makes me 
feel bad.”

While most would be filled 
with anger from what his law-
yers call a true miscarriage of 
justice, Finch’s quiet, yet relent-
less spirit of hope is what drives 
him.

But he also feels forgotten, es-
pecially by the same system that 
wrongfully imprisoned him in 
the first place.

A HISTORY

From the day of his 1976 ar-
rest, Finch has never wavered in 
maintaining his innocence.

After a Wilson County jury 
convicted Finch of first-degree 
murder in 1976, a judge subse-
quently sentenced him to die 
via gas chamber. But on the day 
Finch was sentenced, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled North 
Carolina’s mandatory death 
penalty law unconstitutional.

Finch’s attorneys and his fam-
ily have said the state of North 
Carolina would have surely 
executed an innocent man if not 
for that ruling.

“They gave me a death sen-
tence for the crime they said I 
did,” Finch said.

“They really would have killed 
him,” Taylor said. “I think about 
that a lot.”

PARDONS OF INNOCENCE

Finch is the oldest North Car-
olina exoneree on the books.

Nationally, Finch ranks fourth 

as having served the most time 
being wrongfully imprisoned, 
according to the National Regis-
try of Exonerations.

Finch, along with his family 
and elected officials here, have 
called upon Cooper to pardon 
Finch as soon as possible due 
to his age and failing health. 
Neither Finch nor his attorneys 
have heard from the governor’s 
office on where the application 
stands.

Before issuing five pardons 
of innocence in December, 
Cooper hadn’t granted anyone 
clemency during his first term 
as governor. Cooper did pardon 
65-year-old Ronnie Long, who 
spent slightly more time in pris-
on than Finch.

Long’s conviction was over-
turned in August 2020. Less 
than four months later, Long re-
ceived his pardon from Cooper 
in December.

In early April, the state paid 
Long $750,000 for the 44 years 
he spent in prison — the maxi-
mum amount he could receive 
under state law.

A few weeks after that payout, 
Cooper granted his sixth pardon 
of innocence to 58-year-old Dar-
ryl Howard of Durham. Howard 
spent two decades in prison be-
fore a trial judge vacated his two 
murder convictions.

Howard, who was released 
four years ago, was convicted 
in the 1991 killings of 29-year-
old Doris Washington and her 
13-year-old daughter, Nishonda. 
DNA evidence showed he 
wasn’t involved in the rapes or 
murders. 

Ray Finch wants to know why Gov. Roy Cooper hasn’t pardoned him yet 
— two years after he was exonerated in a 1976 murder case that put 
him behind bars for 43 years. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 
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NC business leaders cautiously celebrate end of COVID-19 measures
By Mark Darrough
Carolina Public Press 

When the Centers for 
Disease and Control and 
Prevention announced its 
relaxed COVID-19 guide-
lines, followed on May 14 
by Gov. Roy Cooper’s de-
cision to immediately end 
most capacity and mask 
requirements, businesses 
owners across the state 
expressed immense relief.

After a year when most 
industries saw dwindling 
sales numbers and sky-
rocketing unemployment, 
business leaders hoped 
the announcement would 
help return the economy 
to a degree of pre-pan-
demic normalcy.

Lynn Minges, execu-
tive director of the N.C. 
Restaurants and Lodging 
Association, likened the 
announcement to an early 
Christmas present. 

“We were a bit surprised 
on Friday, when he in fact 
made the announcement 
that not only was he lifting 
the mask mandate, which 
was consistent with what 
the CDC had announced 
on Thursday, but also lift-
ing capacity and social 
distance restrictions,” 
Minges said.

“Those really had been 
our greatest concern 
all this time. So, it came 
as a surprise to us after 
months of asking for some 
relief — but it was a most 
welcome announcement.” 

But challenges remain 
as restaurants, hotels and 
factories scramble to find 
employees after hundreds 
of thousands of North 
Carolinians filed for un-
employment during the 
pandemic. 

EMPLOYEES WANTED

The employment short-
age hit the hospitality 
industry especially hard. 
Jane Anderson, who 
heads the Asheville In-
dependent Restaurants 
trade group, said the 
biggest challenge fac-
ing the mountain town’s 
restaurant industry is to 
incentivize workers back 
to work.

Although ending the 
capacity limits was a wel-
come surprise, her rough-
ly 130 restaurant members 
still face a large shortage 
of willing workers. 

“The governor’s capac-
ity restrictions the past 
two months hasn’t mat-
tered a whole lot, because 
the restaurants can only 

have the capacity that they 
have the staff to serve,” 
Anderson said.  

She estimated AIR 
restaurant members em-
ployed more than 6,000 
workers before statewide 
shutdowns in March 
2020. Although the group 
bounced back from an es-
timated 1,500 employees 
at the height of the pan-
demic, a shortage of about 
1,500 employees remains, 
she said.

The state’s entire hospi-
tality and leisure industry 
employed 510,000 people 
in February 2020, accord-
ing to Minges. By the 
end of March 2021, only 
430,000 workers remained 
— a shortage of 80,000.

Republican lawmakers 
attempted to address the 
issue with a proposal of 
back-to-work bonuses of 
up to $1,500 in House Bill 
128. If it passes in its cur-
rent form, the legislation 
would also cut pandemic 
relief benefits for those 
who skip job interviews.

Democrats encouraged 
their Republican col-
leagues to provide child 
care subsidies, also not-
ing that employers would 
find more applicants with 
higher wages. 

“It’s no surprise that 
our industry is struggling 
in terms of getting work-
ers to take jobs. It’s not 
unique to our industry, 
and it is impacting our 
supply chain in significant 
ways,” Minges said. 

The state’s employment 
shortage exists along-
side growing confidence 
among business owners. 
A First Citizens Bank 
Small Business Forecast 
published in early May 
showed 78% of respon-

dents believe their busi-
nesses will grow over the 
next year, up from 69% in 
September.

Minges believes the 
reasons for this market co-
nundrum are already well 
known: People receiving 
unemployment checks 
are motivated to remain 
unemployed, many are 
forced to remain at home 
with their children, and 
others avoid the risk of 
reentering the workforce 
when so many North 
Carolinians have not been 
vaccinated.

She then addressed a 
fourth factor that she said 
has been “lost in the mix.”

“When restaurants were 
shut down in dining ser-
vices, we laid off about 
250,000 members of our 
workforce, all in one day,” 
Minges explained. “And 
the workers did what you 
would expect them to do: 
Many of them went out 
and found jobs in other 
sectors that were hiring. 
So, part of our challenge, 
and our opportunity, is 
how do we lure those 
people back?”

Worker shortages in 
other industries have 
also affected hospitality 
businesses during the 
pandemic. According to 
Minges, short-staffed food 
supply companies have 
contributed to scarcities 
in items like chicken and 
ranch dressing, while sud-
den meat shortages last 
year contributed to qua-
drupling beef prices.

“So, it’s having a huge 
impact on our industry,” 
Minges said. “We’re eager 
to get through this so that 
we can really recover and 
rebound as we expect it 
to in the aftermath of CO-

VID-19.”

INDUSTRY RESPONSE

Several large com-
panies, each employ-
ing thousands of North 
Carolinians, said they will 
continue to follow CDC 
guidance.

Bank of America, one 
of the state’s largest em-
ployers, is not changing 
its work-at-home policies 
after the CDC relaxed its 
guidelines. A company 
spokesperson said 85% of 
its employees, 18,000 who 
work in North Carolina, 
are currently working 
from home.

Red Hat, an open-source 
software developer head-
quartered in Raleigh, did 
not change any COVID-19 
guidelines following the 
governor’s announce-
ment. 

A spokeswoman said 
more than 30% of the 
company’s employees, in-
cluding about 2,500 in the 
Raleigh area, were already 
working from home be-
fore the pandemic.

She also noted that, 
although remote working 
has been effective, the 
company began focusing 
on supporting employees’ 
mental health, which was 
affected by an “always on” 
experience.

In response, Red Hat in-
stituted “Recharge Days,” 
when once a quarter em-
ployees are asked to “step 
away from the keyboard 
and phone to reenergize.”

A GRAY AREA

Law professor Lawrence 
Gostin, director of the 
World Health Organiza-
tion’s Collaborating Cen-

ter on National and Global 
Health Law, criticized the 
CDC’s new recommen-
dations that vaccinated 
people no longer need to 
wear masks in outdoor 
crowds and most indoor 
establishments. He said 
they will likely lead to con-
fusion in the marketplace 
because there is currently 
no method to determine 
who has and who hasn’t 
been vaccinated. 

Anderson said most res-
taurants in Asheville are 
maintaining their mask 
and social distance poli-
cies as a cautionary mea-
sure. But she recognized 
that her town, which she 
said has been described 
on social media as “the 
maskiest town” in the 
country, sets higher CO-
VID standards than most. 

After the May 14 an-
nouncement, Anderson 
said six local restaurant 
owners called her almost 
immediately, each in one 
way or another asking, 
“What are we going to 
do?” She reminded them 
that private businesses 
can still require customers 
and employees to wear 
masks and maintain social 
distancing measures. 

“Most (Asheville restau-
rants) have taken a very 
cautious approach to lift-
ing all mask requirements. 
In fact, I can’t think of a 
restaurant I’ve walked into 
the past couple days that 
weren’t asking people to 
wear masks inside the res-
taurant,” Anderson said.

“I think part of the 
reason is that everybody 
had worked so hard to 
follow the guidelines, and 
(May 14’s announcement) 
turned their world upside 
down. They almost feel 
safer continuing on to see 
how the world ends up.”

In the coastal town of 
Wilmington, the business 
community has deployed 
less strict mask and social 
distancing policies. 

Ellie Craig, president of 
the Cape Fear Craft Beer 
Alliance, said she thinks 
the region’s breweries will 
see a large increase in cus-
tomers because of Coo-
per’s announcement. 

“I think we will begin 
to see more people not 
wearing masks in public 
if it’s not required at that 
specific establishment,” 
Craig said.

Craig also heads sales 
and public relations for 
the city’s oldest existing 
brewery, Front Street 
Brewery in downtown 

Wilmington. Front Street 
has encouraged workers 
to get vaccinated, accord-
ing to Craig, who estimat-
ed 76% have done so. 

Chris Frosaker, whose 
Hi-Wire Brewing Co. has 
taprooms in Asheville, 
Raleigh, Durham and 
Knoxville, said 99% of 
his employees are vacci-
nated. His brewery’s ap-
proach to the pandemic is 
to protect employees and 
trust the science. 

“We want everybody to 
be safe and accessible and 
able to work,” Frosaker 
said.

“And in order to do that, 
we’ve had a strong belief 
that we need to trust the 
CDC. Three of the four 
original members are 
scientists; they were once 
pharmacists. We believe 
science. It hasn’t been 
complicated. We just fol-
low the CDC guidelines. 
You know, if the CDC says 
you need to wear a mask, 
dammit, we’re wearing a 
mask.”

Since the pandemic 
began, mask-wearing 
has become a politicized 
national debate. Earlier 
in the pandemic, Republi-
cans opposed the measure 
at higher levels than their 
Democratic counterparts.

Frosaker’s employees 
dealt with patrons who 
refused to wear masks by 
repeatedly asking for com-
pliance and sometimes 
asking customers who 
continued to refuse to don 
a face covering to leave.

“Everyone has different 
beliefs,” Frosaker said. 
“This is the United States; 
you’re entitled to your 
own beliefs. It’s why we’re 
a great country. But it’s 
hard. Our staff is worried 
about getting sick and 
paying the bills, while also 
doing a good job. And the 
last thing they deserved 
was to get yelled at for just 
trying to keep them safe.”

Frosaker said Hi-Wire 
will no longer require 
customers to wear masks 
when moving around 
the various taprooms, al-
though signs on the walls 
highly encourage unvacci-
nated patrons to do so. For 
him, it’s a “don’t fix it if it 
ain’t broke” philosophy.

“If you want to wear 
a mask, go ahead and 
wear a mask,” he said. “If 
you don’t want to wear a 
mask, that’s fine. Just be 
cool. … But at the end of 
the day, what does it hurt 
wearing a mask? It’s not a 
big deal.”

High Wire bartender Ron Blois interacts with a customer at the brewery’s Wilmington 
taproom. Mark Darrough | Carolina Public Press 

Ban on nursing home visits gone, but obstacles remain
By Thomas Goldsmith
North Carolina Health News

Lingering confusion, personal 
anger and legal questions still 
surround the subject of COVID-
era visits by relatives and care-
givers to North Carolina’s long-
term care homes.

And much remains to be 
resolved — likely with pend-
ing legislation — following the 
havoc and heartbreak that COV-
ID-19 brought to an ill-prepared 
system, said N.C. speakers 
brought together by NC AARP 
for an update.

Rebecca Chaplin, associate 
state director of the AARP’s 
Mountain Region, called the 
issue “a hot topic with lots of 
confusion.”

Offering facts, opinions and 
recommendations on North 
Carolina’s official handling of 
the issues were state Sen. Jim 
Perry, R-Lenoir, longtime state 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services care ombudsman 
Lindsay Tice and Friends of 
Residents in Long-Term Care 
board Chairman Bill Lamb. 
The virtual panel came at a 
time when the long months of 
a state-ordered visitation ban 
have left a trail of mixed mes-
sages, irritation and advocacy 
for change. 

“For many of my constitu-
ents and just many people in 
the state, the pandemic and 
the lockdowns, and the safety 
protocols that were put in 
place, even when well-intend-
ed, at times just went too far,” 

said Perry. “There have been 
times that we have forgot-
ten that care is part of health 
care.”

The state Department of 
Health and Human Services has 
counted more than 53,000 cases 
and 5,480 COVID-19 deaths in 
North Carolina nursing homes 
since March 2020. Gov. Roy 
Cooper announced a near-uni-
versal ban on visits to nursing 
homes in that month, leaving 
bereft countless residents and 
caregivers barred from spend-
ing time with a dying relative 
before the end.

“I’ve interacted with people 
who have lost family members 
and in some cases their fam-
ily members had passed away 
alone, and that should not hap-
pen,” Perry said. “We do know 
much more today than we did in 
the beginning, but these prob-
lems are still going on, so I think 
that we need to continue to raise 
awareness and push back on 
unnecessary restrictions.”

SLOW RETURN TO NORMAL

Regulation of long-term care 
in North Carolina is compli-
cated, as it is in all states. Adult 
care homes, at the assisted-
living level, generally operate 
under the state DHHS, with the 
federal Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services provid-
ing supervision and funding for 
qualified residents.

For the more medically in-
tensive nursing homes, known 
formally as skilled nursing 

facilities, the bulk of supervi-
sion falls to CMS. However, 
state DHHS employees inspect 
facilities and report lapses 
that can bring fines and even, 
rarely, the closing of a residen-
tial center.

Cooper lifted most restrictions 
on visits to nursing homes on 
May 14, but conflicting practices 
remain, said Lamb from Friends 
of Residents.

“I can tell you from the calls 
we get, the family members still 
have to fight for the privilege of 
visitation on a case-by-case ba-
sis,” Lamb said. “We have many 
facilities who are very open to 
visitation.”

Lamb recounted a North Car-
olina couple’s experience this 
spring: The husband was denied 
the right to visit his wife under 
a compassionate care policy, 
often employed only as death 
approaches for a resident and 
for relatives performing vital 
services.

“There are many other cir-
cumstances where a resident 
is having a hard time adjust-
ing, where a family member is 
providing care critical to that 
person’s well-being, where a 
resident is really having a prob-
lem, as a lot of these residents 
get depressed and stop eating or 
drinking,” Lamb said.

“His wife was in a special care 
unit. She had end-stage demen-
tia. And this man went to the 
facility and fed his wife every 
meal, breakfast, lunch and din-
ner. And then one day he was 
locked out, no understanding 

of what was going on, and that 
woman stopped eating,” he said. 
“A month later, she died.”

Tice, who interacts with resi-
dents, families and facilities in 
Stanly and Mecklenburg coun-
ties, and Lamb agree that most 
facilities are approaching a pre-
COVID status of allowing visits, 
though with practices calling for 
high levels of caution.

“One of the things that we’re 
hearing across the state is that 
there are some facilities that are 
very hesitant to really restart,” 
Tice said. “There could be a lot 
of opinions about that, but it’s 
the right of the resident to have 
a visitor if they choose to have 
one.”

PREVENTING A 2020 REPLAY

The legislative effort to make 
sure caregivers can visit differs 
this year from the first stab in 
2020 when COVID-19’s pre-
vaccination impact was newer 
and even more dire. Instead 
of setting up a new set of state 
laws, Senate Bill 191 rests on 
the meaning of visitation as es-
tablished by federal law and the 
Residents’ Bill of Rights.

“We studied federal disability 
law, and we continue to moni-
tor guidance from CMS for 
these facilities,” Perry said. “In-
stead of having the code of fed-
eral regulations used against 
us in our efforts when we came 
to understand it better, we real-
ized that we could point to that, 
because it absolutely forbids 
holding patients in seclusion 

for long periods of time. The 
federal regulations and guide-
lines already say that you can’t 
have blanket no-visitation poli-
cies.

“When we studied disability 
rights law, we learned that re-
gardless of the status of the pan-
demic, that other than for short 
periods of time, it was 100% 
illegal not to allow someone to 
have a visitor.”

Federal regulators and Cooper 
lifted the general lockdown. 
However, advocates not only 
want the current laws to be clar-
ified, but they also want to make 
sure that the same restrictions 
don’t remain in place should an-
other such situation arise.

The proposed law would have 
teeth in the form of hefty, daily 
fines against skilled nursing 
homes that break federal stan-
dards.

“It says, ‘Hey, you’re either go-
ing to follow this in the state of 
North Carolina, or we are going 
to have a mechanism in place to 
fine you on a per-instance, per-
day basis,’” Perry said.

“That adds up pretty quickly. 
It doesn’t go as far as we would 
like, but it does cover many of 
the situations that we faced.”

Editor’s note: North Carolina 
Health News is an independent, 
nonpartisan, not-for-profit, 
statewide news organization 
dedicated to covering all things 
health care in North Carolina. 
For more information, visit 
www.northcarolinahealthnews.
org.


