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Student, 19, killed in stabbing
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com 

| 252-265-7879

Wilson Academy of Applied 
Technology students are mourn-
ing the loss of a classmate who 
was killed Monday night. 

No arrests have yet been made 
in the stabbing death of 19-year-
old Wilson resident Trinity Wil-
liams, who was a senior at WAAT. 

“Trinity was a beloved member 
of our WAAT family, and our 
hearts are broken,” said Princi-
pal Krystal Cox. “We are going 
to miss her so much. She was a 
senior and would have been a su-
per senior next year — students 

at our early colleges attend for 
five years. She was an easygoing 
student with a beautiful smile.” 

THE SCENE 

Police responded to the 1700 
block of Ward Boulevard at 11:19 
p.m. Monday. Officers found Wil-
liams in the parking lot between 
the Westview Lanes bowling 
alley and Sammy’s Convenient 
Mart, according to Capt. Steve 
Stroud. Police said Williams died 
of her injuries at the scene. 

“There was a large crowd of 
people when officers arrived,” 
Stroud said. 

Police say the killing wasn’t 

connected to either business. 

‘LOVE IS TRULY WHAT WE NEED’

Cox said WAAT students and 
staff have many fond memories 
of Williams. 

“I enjoyed seeing her blos-
som over the years, especially 
when it came to participating 
in our project-based learning 
assignments,” Cox said. “Even 
though she would be nervous, 
she always rose to the occa-
sion. I would like to encourage 
those that knew and loved her 
to remember her by loving those 
around them as deeply as Trin-
ity loved her family, because 

love is truly what we need at this 
moment. I ask that everyone 
please keep Trinity’s family, as 
well as our staff and students, in 
your thoughts and prayers dur-
ing this difficult time.”

ACTIVE INVESTIGATION 

Stroud said investigators are 
aware that a video document-
ing the attack was shared on 
social media, and officials have 
reviewed it. No other details 
surrounding the case have been 
released. 

“The Wilson Police Depart-
ment is still actively investigat-
ing this case,” Stroud said. 

Trinity’s family and friends 
planned to hold a vigil and bal-
loon release Thursday evening. 
The ceremony was scheduled to 
begin after press time. 

Police ask anyone with infor-
mation to call the Wilson Police 
Department at 252-399-2323. 
To provide anonymous tips, call 
Crime Stoppers at 252-243-2255.    

Arts center new downtown ‘anchor’
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

Photography is the focus for 
the first exhibits at the picture-
perfect Wilson Arts Center now 
open in historic downtown Wil-
son.

“I think the center is only 
going to bolster downtown de-
velopment. We’ve already seen 
the arts scene grow with the 
addition of several downtown 
galleries and arts studios even 
through the pandemic,” said 
Wilson Arts Executive Director 
Cathy Hardison. “The Whirligig 
Park is a huge anchor, but now 
we’re another anchor down-
town that will help people ex-
plore the area and find out more 
about the arts.”

Thursday’s grand opening 
celebration came after roughly 
three years of behind-the-scenes 
work to create a new home for 
the organization that would be 
flexible enough to showcase art 
exhibitions and offer perform-
ing arts rehearsal space and 
classrooms for generations 
to come. In late 2018, Wilson 
Arts announced plans to reno-
vate the former Roses store at 
204 Nash St. with the help of 
$500,000 from Truist, formerly 
BB&T, as well as $800,000 from 
the city of Wilson and other 
donors.

“Making the decision to reno-
vate a different building was ex-
tremely difficult because there 
was so much history and memo-
ries and sentiment tied to the 
former space,” Hardison said of 
the former location at 124 Nash 

St. SW. 
A tribute to the old building, 

which was the original BB&T 
headquarters, almost imme-
diately captures the attention 
of all who enter the new build-
ing with a life-size print of the 
bank safe on a set of double 

doors.
“We spent 30 of our 54-year 

history in that building,” 
Hardison said. “I think so far, 
the feedback has been that 
folks like that nod to our heri-
tage.”

A legacy wall also is planned 

near a conference room to show 
the organization’s timeline. 
Hardison said the $2.1 mil-
lion renovation was executed 
without incurring debt, but 
donations are being collected 
to enhance the functionality of 
the phase one construction and 

start the second-phase capital 
fund.

Roughly 13,000 square feet 
of the 20,000-square-foot 
building is complete. Hardison 
said she hopes the remaining 

Trinity Williams

Fair and Whirligig Festival making 2021 plans
By Lisa Boykin Batts
lisa@wilsontimes.com 

| 252-265-7810

Both the N.C. Whirligig Festi-
val and the Wilson County Fair 
plan to reopen for business this 
fall. 

“We are ready to fill the streets 
of downtown,” said Theresa 
Mathis, director of the Whirligig 
Festival. “We are ready for the 
smell of popcorn in the air, the 
sound of music carrying in the 
wind. It’s like a reunion — and 
I think even more so after this 
pandemic.”

Last year, there was no Wilson 
County Fair, and the Whirligig 
Festival had a much smaller 
hybrid celebration because of 
COVID-19 restrictions.

But with restrictions loosening 
across the state, both events are 
a “go” as of now. 

N.C. WHIRLIGIG FESTIVAL

Mathis said the festival com-
mittee anticipates the state’s 
current pandemic restrictions 
will be loosened even more in 
early June. Once that happens, 
the planning will begin in ear-
nest for an event that brought 
an estimated 35,000 to 40,000 
visitors to downtown Wilson in 
2019. This year’s festival is Nov. 
6-7.

“We feel confident by fall, cer-
tainly November, we will be in a 
better state,” Mathis said.

However, she knows things 
could change.

“While we are excited and an-
ticipate full throttle, we are also 
cautious that there might be 
ways or policies where we have 
to adjust the festival,” she said, 
adding vendors might need to 
be spread apart more or cus-
tomers might have to socially 
distance when buying food or 
art.

“While we are very excited 
and our committee is ready to 
roll, we have learned from this 
year that you always have to 
have a Plan B,” Mathis said. 

She said a year off has given 
festival organizers across the 
state time to think of ways to 
invigorate festivals and explore 
new options.Organizers are making plans for this year’s Wilson County Fair. Last 

year’s fair was canceled because of COVID-19 restrictions. Drew C. 
Wilson | Times file photo 

See ARTS, Page 2A

See FESTIVAL, Page 2A

Rebecca Agner, Megan Edwards and Jennifer Byrd chat during Thursday’s grand opening at the Wilson Arts Center. Brie Handgraaf | Times
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“And we are certainly 
going to do the same,” 
Mathis added. 

Maybe there could be 
some new music, new 
activities or a new layout, 
she said.

Mathis hopes sponsors 
and vendors will be back 
and others will join the 
lineup. 

She absolutely wants to 
keep the attractions that 
everyone loves, adding 
that the festival is known 
for its mix of food and en-
tertainment.

“We hear over and 
over that our festival is a 
unique mix,” she said. It’s 
a family-friendly event but 
still great for young adults. 
If you come on a Saturday, 
you want to come back 
Sunday to see what you 
missed.”

Once the committee has 
a better idea of which re-
strictions might still be in 
place, members will start 
reaching out to vendors 
and booking entertainers.

“Some vendors closed 
shop since the pandemic,” 
Mathis said. “They aren’t 
coming back.”

Artisans and entertain-
ers also struggled.

Mathis has served on 
the N.C. Festival Board for 

several years and is work-
ing with that organization 
and other festival orga-
nizers to see who is still 
working and available.

WILSON COUNTY FAIR

Debbie Hill, fair man-
ager, said her board has 
full intentions of having 
the fair this year. 

“We’re looking forward to 
the biggest fair we’ve had in 
a long time — not only us, 
but the community needs 
the excitement,” she said.

The fair usually draws 
between 20,000 and 
25,000 visitors during its 
six-day run, she said.

This year’s Wilson 
County Fair is Sept. 21-26. 
Big Rock Amusements 
will once again provide 
the carnival rides as well 
as games and concessions 
at the fairgrounds on U.S. 
301.

This year’s weeklong 
event will feature the 
return of Lew-E with his 
Comedy Circus and the 
new Circus Incredible — a 
similar show to the popu-
lar Hansen’s Spectacular 
Acrobatic Sensations 
performing at the fair for 
several years.

Hill said the board will 
be watching as more 
restrictions are lifted in 

the state to see what al-
lowances will have to be 
made, if any, to hold the 
annual event.

It was a big blow not to 
have the Wilson County 
Fair last year, and the fair 
board took a huge finan-
cial hit with income for 
2020 coming in 85% below 
2019’s numbers, Hill said.

“It’s been hard, but 
we’re hanging in there 
and very excited about the 
fair,” she said.

Things are looking up at 
the fairgrounds with many 
private parties and events 
planned throughout the 
summer.

This weekend, the 
Zerbini Family Circus will 
be at the fairgrounds Fri-
day and Saturday. 

More than two dozen 
spots have already been 
spoken for at the fair-
grounds for the 301 End-
less Yard Sale on June 
18-19. 

“If you want a spot, you 
need to come and get it 
quick,” Hill said. 

Either call 252-237-8443 
or go to the fairgrounds 
office on U.S. 301 and pay 
to reserve a spot.

Hill said Wilsonians 
should also mark their cal-
endars for this year’s July 
4 fireworks show at the 
fairgrounds. 

Festival: The biggest fair in years

Plans are being made to bring back the food, music, entertainment and vendors this year 
for the N.C. Whirligig Festival. Drew C. Wilson | Times file photo 

space will be built out 
for a maker space, artist 
studios, a wood shop to 
build play sets and space 
to hold classes requiring 
additional equipment 
such as pottery wheels.

“Everybody that peeks 
back there just says, 
‘Wow,’” she said. “I 
think they get excited 
when they see all the 
opportunity it holds. 
There is a lot of oppor-

tunity here, and we’re 
really excited about 
what we already have, 
but there is so much op-
portunity for the future, 
too.”

All visitors are re-
quired to wear masks 
and abide by social dis-
tancing and occupancy 
guidelines. Hours for 
the center and newly 
expanded gift shop are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
days through Saturdays. 
There is no admission 

charge to visit. The 
facility is available for 
private rentals such as 
wedding receptions and 
conferences.

“We did not design 
this space with COVID 
in mind, but it feels like 
it in retrospect with the 
open space and over-
head door,” Hardison 
said. “The studios are 
various sizes, so we’re 
confident all folks can 
find a space that fits 
their function.” 

Arts: ‘There is a lot of opportunity here’

Castonoble Hooks and Sharese Hill look at photographs Thursday during the grand opening 
of the Wilson Arts Center. Brie Handgraaf | Times
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Vicky Pate Blizzard
Dec. 13, 1950 — May 5, 2021

Vicky Pate Blizzard, 70, of Wilson, passed 
away Wednesday. A memorial service will be 

held at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 8, at 
Joyner’s Funeral 
Home, 4100 Raleigh 
Road Parkway, Wil-
son. The Rev. Joey 
Lancaster will offici-
ate.

The family will 
receive friends fol-
lowing the service 
at Joyner’s Funeral 
Home, Wilson.

Vicky is survived 
by her daughter, 
Beth B. Brown and 

husband, Chris Brook, 
of Mount Olive; and her 

grandson, Tanner Brown of Faison.
She was preceded in death by her son, Mark 

Blizzard.
In lieu of flowers, please consider memorials in 

Vicky’s memory to 3HC Hospice, 1023 Beaman 
St., Clinton, NC 28328.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s 
Funeral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.
net 

Gale Jones Artis
Gale Jones Artis, 

65, of Wilson, died 
Sunday, May 2, 2021. 
Funeral will be held 
at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
May 9, at Rest Haven 
Cemetery. Visitation 
will be 3 p.m. Satur-
day, May 8, at Car-
rons Funeral Home. 
Arrangements are 
by Carrons Funeral 
Home.

Vernon Lee Battle Jr.
Vernon Lee Battle 

Jr., 38, of Wilson, 
died Tuesday, May 
4, 2021. Funeral will 
be held at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 8, at Ste-
vens Funeral Home. 
A walk-through 
visitation will be 3-4 
p.m. Friday, May 7, 
at Stevens Funeral 
Home. Arrange-
ments are by Stevens 
Funeral Home.

Trinity Aundrea Mone’t Williams
Trinity Aundrea Mone’t Williams, 19, of Wil-

son, died Monday, May 3, 2021. Arrangements 
are by Stevens Funeral Home.

Bertha Cannon

KINSTON — Bertha 
Marie Jones Cannon, 
68, died Thursday, 
April 29, 2021. 
Funeral will be held 
at noon Saturday, 
May 8, at Post Oak 
Free Will Baptist 
Church, Kinston. 
Arrangements are 
by Stevens Funeral 
Home, Wilson. 

James Eric Wright
James Eric Wright, 

73, died Monday, 
May 3, 2021. Funeral 
will be held at noon 
Friday, May 7, at 
Contending for the 
Faith Church Minis-
tries. A walk-through 
visitation was held 
from 3-6 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 6, at Ste-
vens Funeral Home. 
Arrangements are 
by Stevens Funeral 
Home. 

Patsy Barnes Williamson 
May 9, 1951 — May 3, 2021

Patsy Barnes Williamson, 69, of Wilson, 
passed away peacefully Monday with her 
family by her side. A memorial service will be 
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 15, at West Nash 
United Methodist Church, 2200 Nash St. N., 
Wilson.  

The family will receive friends immediately 
following the service at their home.

Patsy was a registered nurse for 50 years. 
Having graduated from the Wilson School of 
Nursing in 1972, she went on to receive a bache-
lor’s degree in nursing from Barton College and 
an MBA form Averett University. Patsy loved 
her family and friends, and they will miss her 
and remember her fondly.

Pasty is survived by her husband, Den-
nis Williamson; daughter, Lesley Bunn of 
Pine Knoll Shores; her dear cousins, Cyn-
thia Finklea and husband, Chuck, of Wilson 
and Wendy Parker and husband, Robby, of 
Wilson; as well as many other cousins and 
friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Les-
lie Graham and Margaret Mumford Barnes.

Please consider memorials to PanCan, Pan-
creatic Cancer Action Network, National Office, 
1500 Rosecrans Ave., Suite 200, Manhattan 
Beach, CA 90266 or the Wilson Humane Society, 
P.O. Box 7064, Wilson, NC 27895.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s 
Funeral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.
net.

Audrey Claire Jones Cayton
Feb. 24, 1929 — May 3, 2021

Audrey Claire Jones Cayton, 92, of Wilson, 
passed away Monday. Her funeral services were 
held at 1 p.m. Thursday, May 6, at Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home, 4100 Raleigh Road Parkway, Wil-
son. Interment followed in Evergreen Memorial 
Park, Wilson. The Rev. DeWayne Eakes offici-
ated.

Audrey was a schoolteacher for 30 years. She 
was dearly loved and will be greatly missed.

Audrey is survived by her nieces, Vickie Jack-
son of Goldsboro, Susan Jones of Goldsboro, 
Nancy Baldree of Black Creek, Junie Brynum of 
Stantonsburg and Peggy Carnahan of Wilson; 
great-niece, Laure Lee Garrett and husband, 
Brad, of Black Creek; great-great-niece and 
nephews, Anna Pearson Garrett, Jonathan Gar-
rett and Wyatt Garrett; brother, Roland Jones of 
Greensboro; and her sister-in-law, Ilene Jones of 
Kinston.

In lieu of flowers, please consider memorials in 
Audrey’s memory to Gideons International, The 
Gideons International Processing Center, P.O. 
Box 97251, Washington, DC 20090-7251 or Free 
Will Baptist Children’s Home in Middlesex, P.O. 
Box 249, Middlesex, NC 27557.

Condolences may be directed to Joyner’s Fu-
neral Home and Crematory at www.joyners.net.

Diane Mumford Lancaster
Dec. 25, 1945 — May 3, 2021

GOLDSBORO — Diane Mumford Lancaster, 
75, died Monday, May 3, 2021. Arrangements 
are by Seymour Funeral Home, Goldsboro. 

Dorothy Inscoe 
SPRING HOPE — Dorothy Inscoe passed 

away and returned to heaven peacefully in the 
arms of her beloved Thomas Russell on April 18, 
2021 in Raleigh, North Carolina.

A Life Celebration Ceremony will be held near 
Spring Hope, NC at Webb’s Mill on May 16th at 
4 p.m.

For the full obituary and pictures, please 
google Brown-Wynne Funeral Home, click on 
obituaries and type in Dorothy Boone Inscoe.

Nicholas Bradley Coleman
April 1, 1980 — May 1, 2021

Nicholas “Nick” Bradley Coleman, 41, of Wil-
son, died Saturday, May 1, 2021. Arrangements 
are by Joyner’s Funeral Home.

Willie H. Artis Jr.
Willie H. Artis Jr., 69, died Tuesday, May 4, 

2021. Arrangements are by Stevens Funeral 
Home.

Vernon Battle
Vernon Battle, 38, died Tuesday, May 4, 2021. 

Arrangements are by Stevens Funeral Home.

THE WILSON TIMES publishes brief death notices at 
no charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid 
basis. The obituary deadline is 3:30 p.m. the day 
before the obituary is to be published. Contact Lori 
Parrish at 252-265-7850 with questions. 

OBITUARIES
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Donation helps Wesley Shelter
Lynne White, left, the executive director of Wesley Shelter, receives a $7,800 donation from Sheila Wiggins of 

the Healthcare Foundation of Wilson Auxiliary. The funds will be used to support counseling services for Wesley 

Shelter clients. Contributed photo
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Planning board OKs tiny homes for seniors
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

An effort to provide afford-
able housing for Wilson’s older 
adults is taking shape with a 
four-pack of tiny homes at 906 
Jordan St. S.

The Center on Maintaining Pre-
ferred Aging Services and Solu-
tions has owned the lot for several 
years and is seeking a conditional 
district rezoning to allow the 

construction of four tiny homes, a 
maintenance building, a common 
area and parking lot. Wilson Land 
Development Manager Janet Hol-
land said a structure on the prop-
erty was demolished in 2014 and 
the lot has sat vacant since.

“There are at least nine seniors 
waiting for every one occupied 
unit of affordable elderly hous-
ing nationwide. Furthermore, 
the waiting list for affordable 
senior housing is often three to 
five years,” said Carolyn Brown, 

speaking on behalf of the Five 
Points Neighborhood Association. 
“With the ever-growing need for 
affordable housing in the nation 
and over 10,000 people turning 65 
years old each day, this project is 
vital to the survival of some of the 
most vulnerable citizens in Wil-
son, N.C., and we look forward to 
supporting this effort.”

Steve Oliverio with Bartlett 
Engineering said the tiny homes 
would be built on foundations 
and provide a needed service on 

a long-vacant lot.
“I think it is a great opportuni-

ty to help that aging community 
in an affordable-housing set-
ting,” he said. “In this neighbor-
hood, it is a good transition from 
multi-family and commercial 
development to the west. I think 
it is a really good fit.”

During the city’s first in-per-
son meeting in more than a year, 
the Planning and Design Review 
Board approved the request on 
Tuesday. The Wilson City Coun-

cil will vote on the request dur-
ing its 7 p.m. May 20 meeting. 
Also on that agenda is a request 
to rezone nearly 2 acres at 103 
Canterbury Road NW to be con-
sistent with the adjacent Thorp-
shire Square neighborhood.

“It is a down-zoning in that 
it was business and a heavier 
residential district, but it is re-
quested it be consistent with 
the overall Thorpshire develop-
ment,” said Richard Herring of 
Herring Sutton & Associates.   

Schools, community college outline budget requests
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7879

Wilson County Schools and 
Wilson Community College pre-
sented their annual budget pro-
posals to county commissioners 
Tuesday.

School officials also gave 
commissioners updates on cur-
rent capital projects the county 
funded during last year’s budget 
cycle as well as future capital 
projects. 

County Manager Denise Sti-
nagle will present her formal 
budget to commissioners at 7 
p.m. Monday. 

After that, commissioners 
will work through the budget 
and hold discussions and work 

sessions, followed by a public 
hearing. County departments 
detailed their 2021-22 budget 
requests last week. 

WILSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

Superintendent Lane Mills 
presented a proposed budget 
of roughly $24.8 million, up 
about $2.4 million from last 
year with a capital outlay of $1 
million.

The requested $1 million 
capital outlay would be used for 
schools in need of significant 
repairs. The budget increase is 
due to charter school payments 
and benefit rate increases, Mills 
said.

Ongoing capital projects in-

clude:
• Upgrading heating, ventila-

tion and air conditioning con-
trols at Barnes and Gardners 
elementary schools. 

• Replacing the 1987 chiller at 
Lee Woodard Elementary. 

• Replacing sewer pumps at 
Rock Ridge Elementary. 

• Purchasing a new backhoe 
for maintenance. 

• Purchasing two new activity 
buses.

Capital projects completed or 
underway include:

• Parking lot paving is com-
pleted at Beddingfield High 
School.

• A track renovation project 
at Beddingfield will begin this 
summer, but most work will be-

gin after football season. 
• Tennis court renovations at 

Hunt High will begin late this 
summer.

• Student parking lot paving 
at Hunt will begin this summer. 

WILSON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WCC President Tim Wright 
presented the community col-
lege’s budget request, which 
came in at a little more than $3 
million, up by roughly $1,200 
from last year with a capital out-
lay of $416,000.

Wright said the requested 
budget and capital outlay 
figures are about the same as 
last year. This year’s proposed 
budget allows for mainte-

nance and custodial raises 
and insurance and utility in-
creases. 

Wright said the college hopes 
its state employees receive a 
raise this year. He said when 
college state employees get 
raises, the college tries to pro-
vide matching increases to 
county-employed college work-
ers. 

Capital outlay requests in-
clude the following:

• Fiber infrastructure replace-
ment. 

• Security camera additions.
• Auditorium sound and light 

restructuring. 
• Parking lot lights. 
• Classroom, lab, parking lot 

and ground renovations.  

Economic development agency plans another move
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

Wilson Economic Devel-
opment has already out-
grown its downtown office 
after roughly two years.

“With COVID, a lot of 
things have changed for the 
long-term,” said Executive 
Director Jennifer Lantz. 
“We’ve had a lot of client 
visits in the last 12 months 
and we’ve discovered our 
clients need more room in 
which to spread out and feel 
comfortable. We’ve had to 
rent tent after tent after tent 
and buy folding tables to 
meet out at sites in all kinds 
of weather. We have served 
meals in 20 mph winds in 
a tent, but for the long run, 

we need more space and a 
little more flexibility.”

The organization oper-
ated on the second floor 
of The Wilson Times’ cur-
rent office on Nash Street 
before relocating to the 
Walston Center for a de-
cade. In 2019, the board 
approved plans to lease 
219 Barnes St. after Sar-
gent Properties renovated 
the historic building.

While the restored space 
offered staff a chance to 
highlight Wilson’s past 
and present to prospective 
companies, the pandemic 
forced the agency to find 
alternatives. After several 
closed sessions, the Wil-
son Economic Develop-
ment Council Board of 
Directors voted Tuesday 

to vacate the Barnes Street 
office in March 2022.

“It was a hard decision 

because we really appreci-
ate what the Sargents did, 
and we do not want in any 

way to hurt them,” Lantz 
said. “We want to help 
them find another tenant 
because it is not their fault 
COVID happened and it 
was hard to get clients in 
this room.”

She said the boardroom 
likely needs to be twice as 
big and the small confer-
ence room also serves as a 
dining room for clients, so 
it would need to be two or 
three times larger.

“We need more kitchen 
space because people are 
worried about going to 
restaurants right now, so 
we’ve done a lot of takeout 
from existing restaurants 
to bring to sites or in here 
if it is a small enough 
group,” Lantz said. “We 
need like a caterer’s 

kitchen so they can come 
in and feed clients.”

The organization plans to 
remain in downtown Wil-
son, but it’s unclear wheth-
er it will end up renovating 
a building or simply moving 
into one already completed. 
Lantz said it’s likely that the 
staff will move to a tempo-
rary office before settling 
into a permanent location.

“Jennifer and the council 
and the staff are taking a 
long-term view of this,” said 
board Vice Chairman Lee 
Stephenson. “We’re commit-
ted to downtown with all of 
the exciting growth happen-
ing as a community, but the 
space has to work. Wher-
ever we are has to have the 
right amount of space, flex-
ibility and confidentiality.” 

Wilson Economic Development Executive Director Jennifer 
Lantz speaks during the Board of Directors’ Tuesday 
meeting. Board members voted to relocate the agency next 
spring in hopes of finding a larger office. Brie Handgraaf | 
Times

Batchelor earns University 
of Alabama honors
From staff reports 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — 
Sydney Elizabeth Batch-
elor of Kenly has earned 
two academic honors at 
the University of Alabama.

Batchelor was named 
to the President’s List for 
the fall 2020 semester 
and was named a distin-
guished scholar in the uni-
versity’s School of Social 
Work bachelor’s in social 
work program, according 
to listings on the univer-

sity website.
The President’s List 

recognizes full-time un-
dergraduate students who 
earn all As and achieve a 
4.0 grade point average. 

The BSW program 
awards the distinction of 
distinguished scholar to 
all freshman, sophomore 
and junior social work ma-
jors with an overall GPA of 
3.4 or higher after comple-
tion of at least 12 semester 
hours at the University of 
Alabama.

To have a graduation, 
honor society induction 
or president’s list or 
dean’s list announce-
ment published in The 
Wilson Times, provide 
a link to the informa-
tion on the institution’s 
website or ask officials 
to email the informa-
tion to editor@wilson-
times.com. Academic 
honors must be verified 
through issuing institu-
tions and cannot be self-
reported. 

Digital navigators can 
answer residents’ questions
For the Times

The Wilson County 
Public Library is partner-
ing with state govern-
ment agencies to provide 
access to digital naviga-
tors for the month of 
May. Digital navigators 
will guide community 
members to address 
their needs around home 
connectivity, devices and 
digital skills.

Anyone who would 
like to talk to a digital 
navigator about their 

needs related to inter-
net access, devices or 
digital skills can text 
919-714-9471, leave a 
voicemail at 919-714-
9471 or fill out the on-
line form at http://bit.ly/
maydignav to receive a 
call back. 

Common topics in-
clude home internet 
connectivity, email, on-
line video call platforms 
like Zoom, online edu-
cation, the Emergency 
Broadband Benefit and 
devices like Chrome-

books. This temporary 
service will inform 
future digital inclusion 
initiatives, according to 
a news release from the 
library.

This project is made 
possible in part with 
funding from the feder-
al Institute of Museum 
and Library Services 
as administered by the 
State Library of North 
Carolina, a division of 
the N.C. Department 
of Natural and Cultural 
Resources.  

Following are new books at 
the Wilson County Public Li-
brary. 

ADULT FICTION
“Blackberry Beach: A Hope Harbor Novel’ 

by Irene Hannon
“Bookshop by the Sea” by Denise Hunter
“Finding Ashley” by Danielle Steel
“The Music of Bees” by Eileen Garvin
“The Perfect Daughter” by Daniel Palmer
“Sooley” by John Grisham
ADULT NONFICTION
“The Haunting of Alma Fielding: A True 

Ghost Story” by Kate Summerscale
LARGE PRINT BOOKS
“Before She Disappeared” by Lisa Gardner
“The Russian: A Detective Michael Ben-

nett Thriller” by James Patterson
YOUNG ADULT BOOKS
“Dustborn” by Erin Bowman
“Everyone Dies Famous in a Small Town: 

Stories” by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock
CHILDREN’S BOOKS
“Aru Shah and the City of Gold” by Ro-

shani Chokshi
“Babe: The Gallant Pig” by Dick King-

Smith
“Balto and the Great Race” by Elizabeth 

Cody Kimmel
“The Beak Book” by Robin Page
“Ben Yokoyama and the Cookie of Doom” 

by Matthew Swanson
“The Book of Brilliant Bugs” by Jess 

French
“Cats and Kittens” by Caryn Jenner
“Chance: Escape from the Holocaust” by 

Uri Shulevitz
“Claudia and the New Girl” by Gabriela 

Epstein
“Condor Comeback” by Sy Montgomery
“The Couch Potato” by Jory John
“Disney Animals Storybook Collection” 

published by Disney Book Group
“Drawing Animals: Learn How to Draw 

Everything from Dogs, Sharks and Dino-
saurs to Cats, Llamas, and More!” by Lise 
Herzog

“An Emotional Menagerie: Feelings 
from A to Z” published by the School of 
Life

“Exploring the Elements: A Complete 
Guide to the Periodic Table” by Isabel 
Thomas

“Exquisite: The Poetry and Life of Gwen-
dolyn Brooks” by Suzanne Slade

“Fungarium: Welcome to the Museum” by 

D. L. Hawksworth
“Fussy Flamingo” by Shelly Vaughan 

James
“Golden Gate” by James Ponti
“Happy Dreams, Little Bunny” by Leah 

Hong
“Hard-Boiled Bugs for Breakfast: And 

Other Tasty Poems” by Jack Prelutsky
“Hello, Earth!: Poems to Our Planet” by 

Joyce Sidman
“Homes: From Then to Now” by Carol 

Lawrence
“How to Be a Person: 65 Hugely Useful, 

Super-Important Skills to Learn Before 
You’re Grown Up” by Catherine Newman

“How to Change Everything: The Young 
Human’s Guide to Protecting the Planet and 
Each Other’ by Naomi Klein

“I Am the Longest Dog” by Avery Monsen
“I Don’t Want to be Quiet!” by Laura Ellen 

Anderson
“In the Dark: The Science of What Hap-

pens at Night” by Lisa Deresti Betik
“Invent-A-Pet” by Vicky Fang
“Invisible Lizard in Love” by Kurt Cyrus
“Katie the Catsitter” by Colleen A.F. Ven-

able
“Legacy: Women Poets of the Harlem 

Renaissance” by Nikki Grimes
“Libby Loves Science: Mix and Measure” 

by Kimberly Derting
“Lifting as We Climb: Black Women’s 

Battle for the Ballot Box” by Evette Dionne
“Listening to the Stars: Jocelyn Bell Bur-

nell Discovers Pulsars” by Jodie Parachini
“Meet the Quokkas!” by Caryn Jenner
“Ms. Jo-Jo is a Yo-Yo!” by Dan Gutman
“My First Kitten” by Alyssa Satin Capucilli
“One Year at Ellsmere” by Faith Erin Hicks
“Pearl Harbor” by Kate Messner
“Polar Bear Fur Isn’t White!: And Other 

Amazing Facts” by Thea Feldman
“The Rainforest Book” by Charlotte Milner
“Reptiles Everywhere” by Camilla De La 

Bédoyère
“Rowley Je!erson’s Awesome Spooky 

Stories” by Je! Kinney
“The Secret Explorers and the Lost 

Whales” by SJ King
“Seven Voyages: How China’s Treasure 

Fleet Conquered the Sea” by Laurence 
Bergreen

“Slime for Dinner” by Geronimo Stilton
“Small Matters: The Hidden Power of the 

Unseen” by Heather Ferranti Kinser
“Stick Dog Takes Out Sushi” by Tom 

Watson
“Swish!: The Slam-Dunking, Alley-Ooping, 

High-Flying Harlem Globetrotters” by Su-
zanne Slade

“Ten on a Twig” by Lo Cole
“Trees Make Perfect Pets” by Paul Czajak
“Ultimate Rockopedia: The Most Com-

plete Rocks & Minerals Reference Ever” by 
Steve Tomecek

“Unplugged” by Gordon Korman
“Wakanda Forever!” by Julia March
“The Wall and the Wind” by Veselina 

Tomova
“We Are Still Here!: Native American 

Truths Everyone Should Know” by Traci 
Sorell

“We Love Babies!” by Jill Esbaum
“We Wait for the Sun” by Dovey Johnson 

Roundtree
“Weird, Wild, Amazing! Exploring the 

Incredible World of Animals” by Tim F. 
Flannery

“Wild Vet Adventures: Saving Animals 
Around the World with Dr. Gabby Wild” by 
Gabby Wild

“You Call This Democracy?: How to Fix 
Our Government and Deliver Power to the 
People” by Elizabeth Rusch

NEW LIBRARY BOOKS
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Opinion
THOUGHT FOR TODAY

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 

to God.” (Philippians 4:6)

PRAYER:  O God, bring peace to all who are suffering and courage to 

all who are afraid. Amen. 

IN OUR OPINION

LETTERS

NC should allow 
public to review 
body cam video
T

he standard objection, a familiar talking point recited so of-
ten it’s become a cliché, goes something like this: “Releasing 
the video may harm an ongoing investigation.” 

Those magic words can stop transparency dead in its tracks, 
but the claim is seldom challenged. Police and prosecutors never 
explain precisely how placing body camera footage in the public’s 
hands would prevent detectives from determining why an officer 
used deadly force. 

Vague predictions of unspecified doom are difficult to disprove, 
but the claim collapses in the reverse scenario. We can’t find a 
single example of a police shooting captured on bystanders’ cell-
phone cameras where authorities were hamstrung. 

If the public seeing a deadly police encounter on video could 
really undermine criminal probes and internal affairs investiga-
tions, wouldn’t that have happened at least once by now? 

With no evidence to support the premise, conjecture that trans-
parency and due process are at cross purposes simply rings hol-
low. 

After a Superior Court judge in Pasquotank County denied a 
petition to release footage from sheriff deputies’  fatal April 21 
shooting of Andrew Brown Jr., legislators sprung into action 
to fix North Carolina’s backward body camera law. State Rep. 
Amos Quick III, D-Guilford, introduced House Bill 698 to autho-
rize disclosure of police video upon request 48 hours after it’s 
recorded.

Reps. Linda Cooper-Suggs, D-Wilson, and James Gailliard, 
D-Nash, signed on as cosponsors. Sen. Ben Clark, D-Hoke, intro-
duced an identical version of the legislation as Senate Bill 510.

In 2016, the General Assembly voted to make body camera and 
dashboard camera video exempt from the N.C. Public Records 
Act. Only a person whose image or voice is on the recording has a 
right to review the footage.

In order to obtain a copy of the video, citizens and journalists 
must file a petition in Superior Court, and a judge has to sign off 
on the release. 

As we’ve said in this space before, that’s the opposite of how it 
ought to work. Recordings should be presumed public, and if po-
lice have a legitimate reason to withhold a specific video, they can 
go to court to have it sealed.

Body camera use mushroomed when the U.S. Department 
of Justice offered grants to purchase and implement the 
technology following Michael Brown’s August 2014 shooting 
death in Ferguson, Missouri. Then-President Barack Obama 
and Attorney General Eric Holder hailed the cameras as a 
police accountability tool that would restore public trust in 
law enforcement. Making the video a state secret frustrates 
that goal.

Despite the national backlash that’s followed high-profile police 
shootings of unarmed African American men, most law enforce-
ment officers are courteous, fair and professional in the exercise 
of their duties. The public deserves to see that side of the story, 
too. 

Making body camera footage public would most often paint 
police in a positive light. And on the rare but concerning occa-
sions when officers’ use of force is unjustified, police depart-
ments can send a powerful message by exposing that conduct 
and dealing with it in the light of day instead of sweeping it un-
der the rug.

Open government is a nonpartisan issue, and politicians’ sup-
port is often frustratingly fickle. While Democrats are leading the 
charge to restore public access to body camera videos and have 
yet to garner Republican allies, GOP state legislators led by Sen. 
Norman Sanderson, R-Pamlico, are backing the Government 
Transparency Act of 2021 to open more public-sector personnel 
records to public inspection. 

Left-leaning groups including the North Carolina Justice Cen-
ter, North Carolina Association of Educators and Teamsters Local 
391 oppose the open records bill, Senate Bill 355. Conservative 
voices have been skeptical of body camera disclosure. Placing 
first principles ahead of politics would ensure both reforms’ pas-
sage with bipartisan support. 

No one wants to interfere with thorough investigations into 
police shootings. If there’s ever an instance where releasing video 
would actually harm a case, authorities should be able to obtain a 
court order that delays disclosure, which HB 698 would allow. 

There’s no proof that such a set of circumstances has ever aris-
en in North Carolina. Perhaps there’s a first time for everything, 
but that clearly should be considered the exception rather than 
the rule. 

Resisting arrest leads 
to police shootings 

Re: “Butterfield: Release 
body camera video in fatal po-
lice shooting,” page 7B, April 
30: 

Rep. G.K. Butterfield said, 
“Police shootings in Amer-
ica are now an epidemic.” I 
strongly disagree with his use 
of this term. 

I think of an epidemic as 
a problem that persists with 
no immediate remedy. This 
is certainly not the case of 
the Elizabeth City shooting 
to which the congressman 
refers. This tragic incident 
could have been prevented by 
two certain methods. First, the 
sheriff’s deputies could have 
kept their guns in their hol-
sters and possibly risk injury 
or worse. Second, the accused 
could have submitted to the 
deputies’ orders. By following 
orders, there is no doubt that 
the deceased would be alive 
today. 

It’s likely that this letter will 
label me as a racist by some 
people since the majority of 
these newsworthy resisting ar-

rest incidents involve a Black 
citizen. The truth is that any 
person — red, white, brown, 
Black or yellow — who is 
thoughtless enough to resist 
arrest is in a no-win situation 
where all involved will be los-
ers.

I sometimes wonder if 
some people really under-
stand the significance of an 
arrest. It’s my understand-
ing that if an officer of the 
law has probable cause to 
believe a person has broken 
the law, he can be cited and 
given a day in court to face 
his accusers. Sometimes the 
seriousness of the charge 
brings lockup — at least tem-
porarily — to the accused. 
Being arrested certainly does 
not render the accused guilty 
nor sentence him to prison. It 
is ridiculous and dangerous 
to resist arrest whether or 
not you are guilty. The court-
house will render you not 
guilty if you so qualify.

In my observation, watching 
the news media, there is usu-
ally a scenario of events lead-
ing to injuries or death in the 
resisting of arrest. An officer 

of the law is summoned, usu-
ally by a law-abiding citizen. 
The officer investigates and 
attempts to arrest the sus-
pect. The suspect resists with 
violence, sometimes with a 
weapon, and a struggle ensues  
This is a surefire recipe for in-
jury or death. 

Of course, there will be a 
thorough investigation, and 
the arresting officer is now on 
the wrong end  of this fiasco 
and is wondering if he will be 
fired or worst of all indicted 
for murder, all because a 
thoughtless hothead full of 
hatred chose not to be ar-
rested.

I ask Congressman But-
terfield and the rest of U.S. 
congressmen and sena-
tors and President Biden 
to inform all citizens of the 
meaning of an arrest and 
the consequences of resist-
ing arrest. I believe all will 
understand that Congress-
man Butterfield’s so-called 
epidemic will be on its way 
to extermination. 

Carl Hinson

WILSON

How does the pandemic change you?
Our chil-

dren and 
their chil-
dren have 
not visited us 
for a barbe-
cue or just to 
drop by for 
more than a 
few minutes 
in a year. 

We want to see them, but 
with COVID-19 and our vul-
nerability, we also decided 
the rest period would have 
to be. But we are (mostly) re-
tired, so living without seeing 
all our family members amid 
their own busy lives seems 
normal. 

The news stories are 
full of scenes of people 
stuck at home with their 
kids who should be in 
K-12 schools, and one or 
both parents out of work 
for 2020 and pending the 
rest of 2021. Boredom and 
depression are on the rise 
since 2020. And so is wine 
consumption, more than 
one glass at 4:30 with your 
friend or at supper with 
your wife or husband. It 
seems that some women 
especially have turned to 
overdrinking — becoming 
alcoholics.

Data is being reported 
that 75% of Americans 
have increased their drink-
ing by one additional day 
in 30 days; that is, every 
month since 2020. This is 
not just drinking; it is alco-
hol abuse or misuse. The 
world death rate by alcohol 
misuse or abuse is more 
than 3 million people each 
year. In North Carolina, the 
number was 200 deaths in 
2020.

Last weekend, after read-

ing and listening to many 
news stories about women 
and increased drinking, 
Elizabeth and I had a be-
fore-dinner glass of wine 
from a bottle our grandson 
gave us for Christmas. The 
bottle only held two small 
samples of wine. But during 
the weekend, when shop-
ping, I picked up a bottle 
of wine from the grocery 
store. 

The store had a huge 
display of wines sitting 
right next to the high pile 
of plastic water bottles. We 
are now looking at the wine 
purchase with a little guilt. 
A bottle of wine usually 
stays in our house for about 
a year before we stumble 
over it under the cucumbers 
and cheese and soft drink 
cans in the refrigerator’s 
bottom drawer.

Increased alcohol sales 
and increased alcoholism 
by women is troubling, 
from a personal source. You 
see, we lived our early days 
as children and later as a 
young married couple with 
a family member who was 
an alcoholic. Our extended 
family had a few of them, 
male and female. But this 
2020 and 2021 increase in 
women — married women 
with kids — drinking to ex-
cess may shed some light on 
the past. 

Our family history of the 
women who were alcohol-
ics may have been react-
ing to a lifestyle that was 
thrust upon them from 
society.

Today, women face differ-
ent life choices than men. But 
back in the 1940s, ‘50s and 
‘60s, the role of any woman 
who wanted to break into the 

“man’s world” was forced to 
shut down and shut up. 

Maybe, just maybe, the 
stress on women today can 
shed new light on why some 
of your moms had a drink-
ing problem. What do you 
think?

There are solutions. An 
obvious positive action is 
for all of us to get beyond 
this prison of self-isolation 
in our homes. If COVID-19 
is minimized by so many of 
us getting our vaccines, and 
we all can be together again 
with kids back in school, that 
would help. 

But what about your neigh-
bors and friends, those spe-
cial women caught in this 
pandemic-induced alcohol 
situation? Yes, there are 
rehab places for them. Our 
family used them back in the 
‘50s and ‘60s. 

Why not keep reaching 
out to those friends and 
family members of yours 
who seem trapped by this 
pandemic? Invite them 
somewhere. Work with 
them on a craft you know 
they would like.

We did that with our fam-
ily members. Today, we 
now have a better under-
standing of the stresses 
that may have driven them 
to drink. 

Invite them over for a bar-
becue in the backyard, with 
tea and lemonade to drink. 
Share stories with each other. 
Build that friendship bridge 
stronger.

Oliver Hedgepeth, a native 
Wilsonian, is a professor of 
logistics, teaching online at the 
American Military University. 
Email him at blh4835@gmail.
com.
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Wilsonians pray for 
country, community
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com 

| 252-265-7821

Dozens gathered Thurs-
day with heads bowed and 
hearts open on the Wilson 

County Courthouse steps 
for the annual National 
Day of Prayer observance. 

“About 40 or 45 years 
ago, I was actually inside 
of this building standing 
before a judge and asking 
for his mercy on me,” said 
Pastor Michael Woodard 
of Grace Church of God in 
Christ. “And I thank God 
for his mercy that I am 
standing here now pray-
ing before you all.”

Wilson Community 
Church hosted a larger 
National Day of Prayer 
gathering on Wednesday, 
but Tabernacle Bap-
tist Church Pastor Joe 
Shakour noted that God 
already answered one 
prayer by delivering cool-
er weather during Thurs-
day’s observance. 

“Based on your will 
and your word, we pray 

right now in the name of 
Jesus for our leaders,” he 
said, naming President 
Joe Biden, Vice President 
Kamala Harris, Gov. Roy 
Cooper, Mayor Carlton 
Stevens and the Wilson 
City Council. “Lord, we 
pray that whatever their 
spiritual need may be, that 

Lord, you draw them to 
you. That you would im-
bue them with the wisdom 
from your word.”

Stevens stood with for-
mer Mayor Bruce Rose 
to read a city proclama-
tion marking the annual 
religious commemora-
tion.

“On this National Day of 
Prayer as people are pray-
ing all around this country, 
Father, we don’t want this 
to be just a day that we 
gather to go through a 
formality,” Woodard said. 
“God, we want our hearts 
to be thirsty and hungry 
after you, oh God.” 

Joe Shakour, pastor at Tabernacle Baptist Church, leads a group in prayer Thursday during 
a brief National Day of Prayer commemoration at the Wilson County Courthouse. Brie 

Handgraaf | Times

Wilson Mayor Carlton Stevens, right, stands with former Mayor Bruce Rose to read a proclamation during a brief National 
Day of Prayer commemoration Thursday at the Wilson County Courthouse. Brie Handgraaf | Times

American Legion 
hosting blood drive

American Legion Post 
13 will host an American 
Red Cross blood drive 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 8, at the post 
home located at the Wil-
son County Fairgrounds, 
2331 U.S. 301. 

Youth hunt set 
for Saturday

The Toisnot Swamp 
Coon Hunters Association 
will hold a youth hunt at 
1 p.m. Saturday, May 8, at 
5072-G Webb Lake Road 
east of Wilson. Admission 
is free for youths 18 and 
under, and food, goodie 
bags, awards and prizes 
will be provided.

A parent or guardian 
must be present for regis-
tration at 1 p.m. A United 
Kennel Club Youth Educa-

tion Program class follows 
at 2. Three National Rifle 
Association Youth Hunter 
Education Program events 
— the hunter safety trail 
challenge, hunting wildlife 
identification and the light 
hunting rifle challenge —  
begin at 3 p.m.

Dinner is planned for 5 
p.m., followed by bench 
dog training at 5:45, a 
youth coonhound bench 
show at 6 and a 90-minute 
youth night coon hunt at 7.

For more information, 
call Pat Baggett at 252-
536-1883 or Terry Wil-
liams at 252-299-2421. 

Free co!ee available 
for veterans

The Daughters of the 
American Revolution’s 
Thomas Hadley Chapter 
will hold its monthly vet-
erans’ coffee hour from 
9:45-10:45 a.m. Friday, 

May 14, at Something 
Different Café and Cater-
ing, 3342 Airport Blvd. All 
veterans and their spouses 
are invited. 

Rotary Club to 
hold golf tourney

The Wilson Rotary Club 
will hold its 17th annual 
superball golf tournament 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, May 
19, at the Wedgewood 
Public Golf Course.

Admission is $75 per 
person or $300 per team. 
A tee box is $125, and 
team registration plus tee 
box is available for $375. 
Free range balls will be 
provided. All proceeds go 
to local nonprofit organi-
zations and youth camp 
scholarships.

Free lunch from Burger 
Boy will be served at 
noon, with free beverages 
available all day long. 

Prizes will be awarded for 
closest to the pin on all par 
3 holes and longest drive.

Registration deadline 
is Friday, May 14. Tickets 
are available online at 
WAWtix.com.

Church plans 
clothing, housewares 
giveaway

Daniels Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church, 4828 
Frank Price Church Road 
south of Wilson, will hold 
a clothing and household 
items giveaway from 8 
a.m. to noon Saturday, 
May 22. For more infor-
mation, call 252-243-2013.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS are 
published as a public ser-
vice of The Wilson Times. 
Email submissions to Lori 
Parrish at lori@wilson-
times.com.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

WILSON FAMILY YMCA  

3436 Airport Blvd, Wilson NC 27896
252-291-9622   www.wilsonymca.org

OFFERING HOPE
Wesley Shelter Collection

We are collecting toiletry and cleaning 
supplies this month for the Wesley Shelter, 
a local nonprofit that offers services and 
hope to victims of domestic and sexual 
violence. Visit wilsonymca.org/wesleyshelter 
for the list of needed items. 
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LUCAMA — Mayor Jeff 
Johnson said the town 
wants to develop a noti-
fication system for water 
outages. 

Johnson opened Mon-
day’s Lucama Board of 
Commissioners meeting 
by reading a letter of apol-
ogy in response to last 
week’s service interrup-
tion. Water system repairs 
required the town to sus-
pend service for roughly 
eight hours on April 29 
and April 30. 

“Myself and the Board of 
Commissioners would like 
to apologize for not being 
able to notify the town on 
the water lines that were 
going to be turned off 
Thursday night,” Johnson 
said.

Johnson said Lucama 
previously printed out-
age notification signs and 
placed them on trash cans. 

“It was one of those last-
minute things,” Johnson 
said.  

Lucama’s water opera-
tor, Chris Hare, said the 
town received less than a 
day’s notice that contrac-
tor A-K Utilities had a 
break in its schedule, al-
lowing crews to complete 
pipe replacement work on 
Goldsboro Street. 

“We were eager to take 
advantage of the opportu-
nity to get the work done 
as soon as possible,” 
Johnson said. “Tonight, 
we will be discussing a 
possible solution to this 
and other notifications 
that will be needed in 
the future. I know that 
some of you all were 
inconvenienced, and we 
don’t want this to hap-
pen again. Like I said, I 
want to apologize. It was 
one of those last-minute 
things. We have been 
working on it, so hope-
fully tonight after we get 
through with the meet-
ing, we can come up with 
something that will work 
out for everybody.”

At residents’ suggestion, 
Lucama will solicit quotes 
for an LED message board 
to be stationed at Town 
Hall and will work to de-
velop a system for updat-
ing the town website to 
inform water customers of 
impending outages. 

‘EVERY NAME IN THE BOOK’

“I understand y’all are 
upset,” Hare said. “I’ve 
been called every name in 
the book the other night.”

Hare said a car nearly 
struck him that night. 

“Somebody was ill and 
came flying up and didn’t 
realize there was mud 

right there and was about 
3 inches from running 
over me,” Hare said. 

Several residents said 
they didn’t blame Hare 
and believe he’s doing 
the best job he can to fix 
Lucama’s water quality 
issues. 

“I understand that y’all 
are wanting the water 
lines fixed and y’all are 
ready for some clean 
water,” Hare said. “I com-
pletely understand it. I get 
it.”

Hare listed several wa-
ter system improvements 
he’s undertaken since 
being hired for the job in 
2018. Then, he detailed 
what happened on April 
29. 

“It was a spur-of-the-
moment thing,” Hare said. 
“The contractors, they 
have been busy with other 
jobs too. They came to me 
and said, ‘We can be here 
this Thursday if you want 
to do it.’ I said yes.”

Hare said he didn’t call 
anyone to ask questions.

“I said, ‘Let’s do it,’” 
Hare explained. “We 
just can’t do it during the 
day because you’ve got 
schools. You’ve got restau-
rants and the stores and 
all that, the beauticians 
and stuff like that, they 
need their water. That’s 
why I didn’t do it during 
the day.”

Hare said a lot of work 
was involved.

“It was five valves — 
cutting the water line, 
putting four caps on, 
tying in four lines and 
some services,” Hare 
said. “That was several 
hours. We ran into some 
complications. We have 
valves in town in the 
roads. The valves are 
supposed to work so I 
could isolate one inter-
section so I wouldn’t 
have to take and cut off 
the whole town. We tried 
that before we cut off 
the whole town. That 
didn’t work, so we had 
no choice but to cut the 
whole town off. I hate I 
had to do it. I’ve never 
had to do it. My valves 
have always worked.”

Hare said the valves 
have worked in prior 
years, but on this night, 
they didn’t. 

“That’s why we are put-
ting new valves in so I 
can cut off each block if I 
needed to any time,” Hare 
said.  

With new valves, Hare 
said he will be able to 
shut off water service to 
individual streets. If he’s 
working on a single house, 
everyone else in town will 
still have water.

“It took an hour or an 
hour and 15 minutes just 
to fill the lines back up 

slowly without blowing 
things apart and flushing 
all my dead ends,” Hare 
said. “After I got done 
flushing, that’s the end 
result.”

Hare held up a plastic 
jar containing clear water.

More repairs to Lu-
cama’s aging water infra-
structure will require fu-
ture service interruptions, 
he explained. 

“There will be a notice,” 
Hare said. “I have done 
told my contractor, ‘Let 
me know a date so I can 
let everybody know.’”

Hare said a project to 
replace town water lines 
funded through a $2.2 mil-
lion state grant will begin 
soon. 

“Now whenever they 
start on the water lines 
where they are going to be 
working at, the valves do 
not work, so a heads-up,” 
Hare said. “I will probably 
be having to cut it off this 
time during the day. These 
contractors will not work 
at night. It is going to be 
during the middle of the 
day.”

Hare said work will be-
gin as soon as materials 
for the job arrive.  
Repairs will start on Little 
Rock Church Road, U.S. 
301, Cooley Circle and 
Blalock Road in front 
of Lucama Elementary 
School.

“Be prepared. There are 
going to be people work-
ing in there,” Hare said. 
“We’re getting it done, and 
there’s going to be more to 
come. Be patient. I know 
it’s frustrating and every-
thing.”

Lucama currently has 
481 water connections. 

“It’s going to get dirty 
before it gets clean,” Hare 
said. “But right now, it 
doesn’t take as long to get 
clean as it did. I flushed 
about 45 minutes and it 
was clean.”

Hare told residents the 
best option to eliminate 
sediment after water lines 
are flushed is to run out-
door spigots and avoid 
using the hot water. That 
way, he said, the sediment 
won’t get into indoor wa-
ter lines.  
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Wilson man accused of multiple child sex offenses
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

Authorities say a Wil-
son man has been ar-
rested on sex offense 
charges involving a 

10-year-old. 
Police charged 

60-year-old Albert Lee 
Newsome with two 
counts each of taking 
indecent liberties with a 
child and second-degree 
forcible sexual offense, 

according to 
Capt. Steve 
Stroud. 

Police 
were dis-
patched to 
a 4:01 p.m. 
call on April 

29. Officers arrived to 
find Newsome lying 
down and in an inco-
herent state, Stroud 
said. Officers spoke to 
a woman who said she 
assaulted Newsome 
after she found him 

sexually assaulting her 
daughter. 

Newsome was taken to 
Wilson Medical Center 
for treatment of minor 
injuries, Stroud said. 
He said police charged 
Newsome as result of the 

investigation. 
Newsome was also 

served on an unrelated 
order for arrest, police 
said. Newsome was 
jailed under a com-
bined $251,000 secured 
bond.  

Elm City man charged 
in Durham robbery
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

Police have arrested an 
Elm City man accused of 

committing 
an armed rob-
bery in Dur-
ham. 

A Wilson 
police of-
ficer noticed 
a suspicious 
vehicle while 
patrolling 

the area of Meadow and 
Lodge streets at 1:40 a.m. 
Sunday. The driver, later 

identified as 48-year-old 
Clifford M. Fox, lowered 
himself in the car and 
covered his face when the 
officer drove by. according 
to Capt. Steve Stroud. 

Stroud said the officer 
initiated a traffic stop af-
ter noticing that the car’s 
license plate was expired. 
Police then discovered the 
car had been reported sto-
len in Durham.

Fox gave the officer an 
alias when asked for his 
name, police said. After 
learning Fox’s identity, 
police matched his name 
to an unserved arrest war-

rant in a Durham robbery. 
Authorities charged Fox 

with two counts of armed 
robbery and one count 
each of giving fictitious 
information to an officer, 
identity theft and posses-
sion of a stolen vehicle. 
Fox also was served with 
six outstanding orders for 
arrest, Stroud said. 

Fox was jailed under a 
$129,000 secured bond. 

Police ask anyone with 
information to call the 
Wilson Police Depart-
ment at 252-399-2323 or 
Crime Stoppers at 252-
243-2255.    

Police arrest Bailey man 
wanted on 17 warrants
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

Police say a Monday 
traffic stop led officers 

to arrest a 
Bailey man 
wanted on 17 
outstanding 
arrest war-
rants. 

A Wilson 
police of-
ficer was 
conducting a 

security check of a busi-
ness in the 4100 block of 
Raleigh Road Parkway 

at 3:55 a.m. when police 
say the officer noticed 
a car with a broken tail-
light leaving a business. 
The officer conducted 
a traffic stop and spoke 
to the driver, who police 
say used an alias before 
officers identified him 
as 35-year-old Joshua S. 
Ballard. 

Police conducted a 
warrant check for Bal-
lard after confirming his 
identity and found he had 
17 outstanding warrants 
from several counties, 
according to Capt. Steve 
Stroud. 

Stroud said Ballard 
was wanted on a felony 
breaking and entering 
charge in Charlotte. 

“Officers located drug 
paraphernalia and (a) 
possible 2 grams of crys-
tal methamphetamine,” 
Stroud said. 

Ballard received a 
$20,000 secured bond on 
the drug charges, $50,000 
unsecured bond for some 
warrants, $365 cash bond 
for a warrant from anoth-
er county and a $165,000 
secured bond on the re-
mainder of his charges, 
according to Stroud.   

Fox Ballard

Newsome

Police: Walgreens 
robbed at gunpoint
By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

Police are investigating 
a Tuesday night armed 
robbery at the Walgreens 
pharmacy at the corner 
of N.C. 42 and Tarboro 
Street. 

Police were dispatched 
to the 3001 N.C. 42 store 
at 10:39 p.m. Employees 
told officers that two men 
entered the store armed 
with a gun and demanded 
money, according to Capt. 
Steve Stroud. 

Both perpetrators took 
money from the store 
before leaving in a dark-
colored car, he said. 

No one was injured as 
a result of the robbery. 
No arrests have yet been 
made. Police released 
surveillance videos show-

ing the men and the car in 
which they fled. 

Police described the 
two robbers as a Black 
man wearing a white face 
mask, lime green hoodie, 
dark jeans and gray Crocs 
and a Black man wearing 
a black face mask, a dark 

gray hooded jacket, black 
pants and light brown 
shoes. 

Police ask anyone with 
information to call the Wil-
son Police Department at 
252-399-2323. To provide 
anonymous tips, call Crime 
Stoppers at 252-243-2255. 

PREVIOUS ROBBERIES 

Earlier this year, three 
men robbed the Family 
Dollar store on Ward Bou-
levard at gunpoint. The 
CVS pharmacy on Forest 
Hills Road was robbed in 
less than a week of the 
Family Dollar holdup. 

In February, federal 
authorities announced a 
reward of up to $5,000 for 
information leading to sus-
pects’ identification and ar-
rest. The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives said a string of east-
ern North Carolina armed 
robberies, including Wilson 

cases, were connected. 
Those particular armed 

robberies involved three 
perpetrators. No arrests 
have been made. 

Wilson police wouldn’t 
say whether they believe 
Tuesday’s armed robbery 
is related to the previous 
Wilson cases. 

Digital sign could provide water outage notices 

Lucama Mayor Jeff 
Johnson apologized to town 
residents inconvenienced 
by last week’s water 
outage and said the town 
is working to develop a 
notification system. Drew C. 

Wilson | Times

Wilson police released these surveillance images of unknown perpetrators wanted in a 
Tuesday night armed robbery at Walgreens on N.C. 42 West. Contributed photosThis surveillance image shows perpetrators wanted in a 

Tuesday armed robbery beside a dark-colored sedan that 
police say was used as the getaway car. Contributed photo
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Time to work for all North 
Carolinians’ benefit 

Gov. Roy 
Cooper 
gave his 
State of 
the State 
Address to 
the Gen-
eral As-
sembly on 
April 26. In 
his speech, 
the gover-

nor emphasized that now 
is the time to expand Med-
icaid, raise our teacher pay 
and face the racism in our 
system head-on.

It is time for us to over-
come the partisan divide 
in Raleigh and enact poli-
cy that the research shows 
is good for all North Caro-
linians. You can watch the 
governor’s speech at the 
shortened link https://bit.
ly/3eFQ37g.

I filed four bills in the 
House:

• House Bill 655 to 
ensure state employees 
receive parental leave. Pri-
vate companies often offer 
this to their employees, 
but our government does 
not. This would include 
our teachers. 

• House Bill 699, which 
further protects our elder-
ly and disabled population 
from abuse and exploita-
tion.

• House Bill 705, which 
would set the minimum 
wage for our first respond-
ers to $15 an hour. Our 
first responders put their 
lives in danger every day 
to keep us safe. Let’s pay 
them a living wage.

• Last but not least, 
House Bill 714. This bill 
creates a grant program 
for volunteer emergency 
service providers. They 
supplement essential care, 
and we need to ensure they 
keep their doors open.

Our weekly video is 
posted on Facebook and 
Twitter to break down 
what’s happening in the 
General Assembly. This 
week, I discussed the 

American Jobs Plan and 
addressed the killing 
of Andrew Brown Jr. in 
Elizabeth City. Remember, 
if you want me to cover a 
topic in next week’s video, 
fill out the Google form at 
https://bit.ly/3ulOvFW. 

On Thursday, May 27, 
we will host our first virtual 
town hall for Wilson Coun-
ty! More details will be 
released as we get closer to 
the date, but I look forward 
to seeing you there.

TAKE YOUR SPOT, GET YOUR 

SHOT

Gov. Cooper recently 
announced that when two 
thirds of North Carolinians 
get vaccinated, our capacity 
and social distancing restric-
tions are likely to be lifted. 
Two thirds is the threshold 
for herd immunity, and we 
need to reach it before our 
restrictions are lifted.

This is great motivation 
to sign up to get your vac-
cine today! It is critical that 
everyone who is able gets 
the vaccine. The only way 
to defeat COVID-19 is for all 
of us to work together and 
we achieve herd immunity.

Make an appointment 
to get your shot at https://
myspot.nc.gov or https://
bit.ly/3tG0VYG.

If you are willing to 
drive to Greensboro, the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency has set 
up a max vaccination site 
at the Four Seasons Town 
Centre for the next few 
months. You can set up 
your appointment online 
at https://bit.ly/2ONlKTq.

TESTING SITES

Getting tested helps ev-
eryone: the people getting 
tested, their family and 
their community. If you 
test positive for COVID-19, 
you will be connected with 
the COVID-19 Community 
Team, who will offer sup-
port and instructions on 

how you can get help and 
keep your community safe.

You can get tested 
at a no-cost commu-
nity test event — visit the 
shortened link https://
bit.ly/37UviSQ — or an-
other testing site near 
you by visiting https://bit.
ly/2PkMAlC.

FUNERAL ASSISTANCE

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is 
providing financial as-
sistance for COVID-19-re-
lated funeral expenses. 
You might qualify if you 
paid for funeral expenses 
after Jan. 20, 2020, and 
that funeral was for a 
person whose death may 
have been caused by or 
was caused by COVID-19. 
Please visit the FEMA web-
site through the shortened 
link https://bit.ly/3tcHaau 
to see if you qualify and to 
find the application.

IN THE DISTRICT 

• Last week, I had the 
pleasure of touring the 
new Wilson Arts Center! 
It’s a beautiful facility and 
I can’t wait for the rest of 
our community to see it. 
A big thank you to Cathy 
Hardison, the executive 
director, for inviting me.

• Calling all high school 
senior girls in Wilson! The 
Millicent Graves Memorial 
Scholarship is now accept-
ing applications. If you are 
planning to attend N.C. 
Central, another HBCU or 
Wilson County Community 
College, you are eligible 
for this scholarship. Check 
out the application at www.
mggscholars.org.

Linda Cooper-Suggs repre-
sents Wilson County in the 
N.C. House. This column is 
adapted from her constitu-
ent e-newsletter. For more 
information or to sign up for 
the newsletter, email Linda.
Cooper-Suggs@ncleg.gov. 

Climbing May rose rekindles 
precious memories 

All 
months 
have their 
charm, but 
May has 
the most 
charm in 
my book.

My fa-
ther built a 
white trel-
lis against 

the house; my mother 
planted a red climbing 
rose at its base. We called 
it a “tea rose” because 
it smelled like tea, but it 
probably went by some 
other name. Our climbing 
vine was laden with roses 
in May, and we enjoyed its 
scent so much as long as it 
was blooming.

The memories of smell-
ing that rose are still pre-
cious. Scenes of the farm, 
the last days of the school 
year and special events 
in May return whenever I 
smell a similar rose.

We have a rose of the 
same variety that climbs 
in our backyard in spring. 
That rose has the power to 
make me temporarily for-
get myself and the press-
ing issues of the world to 
make room for precious 
May memories. 

When I smell our rose, I 
remember spring gardens 
that were coming right 
along; I remember bid-
dies that had turned into 
pullets and cockerels; I 
remember spring farm 
colors of green and brown 
and the blue and white 
sky that completed the 
picture. I remember the 
sweet wind and the thrill 
of adventures around the 
farm on afternoons after 
school. I remember the 
unmistakable fragrance of 

the soil after a May rain. 
I recall feeling the ex-

hilaration of the end of the 
school year. Although I 
loved school, I remember 
that the anticipation of a 
long, long, long summer, 
three whole months back 
then, from the end of May 
until after Labor Day, was 
delicious and that May 
pumped up the idea of 
freedom,  going “barefoot-
ed” as we called it, start-
ing on May 1. This was as 
good as it could get.

Edwin Way Teale wrote, 
“All things are possible 
in May.” We children be-
lieved that was true.

Smelling our climbing 
rose brings back memories 
of a more relaxed May, 
since there were no state 
tests for children to worry 
about back then. Most of 
us were confident that we 
would be promoted to the 
next grade based on our 
progress. Maybe some chil-
dren had anxiety in May if 
they had fallen behind.

Mother’s Day was a big 
deal at our house. Some of 
us ritually scouted around 
the farm until we found 
enough wildflowers for a 
special gift for Mother. She 
wore some of our gift flow-
ers pinned to her dress to 
make a fine corsage and 
put others into a vase to 
use as a centerpiece. We 
seldom went to town and 
shopped in a department 
store for a Mother’s Day 
gift. Smelling our back-
yard roses brings all these 
memories back.

Special occasions at 
school are revived when 
I smell our roses. Field 
Day was great fun. So 
was the class picnic a few 
days before school was 

out. Our class would walk 
from Margaret Hearne 
Elementary School to 
what was then called Gold 
Park. After we got there, 
we played on the swings, 
seesaws and monkey bars 
until it was time to have 
our picnic lunch, which 
consisted of sandwiches 
and lemonade prepared 
by the “grade mothers” 
who served as chaperones 
for our outing. 

More play followed the 
lunch, and then we walked 
back to school in time for 
dismissal at 3 p.m. Only 
May could provide us with 
so much fun.

As we grew older, we be-
came aware of high school 
graduations, always held 
in May back then. Some of 
us had older siblings and 
friends who brought home 
those heavy wool, rented 
graduation gowns and 
funny mortarboards and 
pranced around the house 
practicing for graduation, 
looking at themselves in 
the mirror and posing for 
pictures in front of those 
big, old black-box cameras, 
trying to look grown up.

We truly believed that 
all things were possible in 
May, which was merrier, 
kinder and more magical 
than the other 11 months.

All I have to do is to go 
to the backyard, smell of 
our “tea rose” and let the 
precious May memories 
take me away to a kinder, 
gentler time.

May is still the most 
charming of months in my 
book.

Sanda Baucom Hight is re-
tired from Wilson County 
Schools after serving as an 
English teacher.                  

THE RALEIGH REPORT

LINDA 
COOPER-
SUGGS

SANDA 
BAUCOM 
HIGHT
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Our Wilson plans Friday talent showcase
Nonprofit 
establishes 
Nash Street 
headquarters  

By Olivia Neeley
olivia@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7879

The Our Wilson Out-
reach Group is holding a 
talent showcase Friday at 
the Edna Boykin Cultural 
Center. 

The “Chase Your 
Dreams” event will feature 
an array of local artists. 

The event will also bene-
fit Our Wilson, a nonprofit 
that aims to bring mentor-
ing programs to youths 
and educational resources 
to families. 

Doors open at 6 p.m., 
and the show starts at 7. 
Tickets are $5. Security 
will be provided and CO-
VID-19 mandates will be 
enforced. 

Local artists include 
Jetti Rankin, Darts, Ashlee 
Altise, Lil Bit, MB Leano, 
Oyea Davet, Kandra B, 
Kountryboiz, Raw Royalty, 
Ski Jr., Troya, OBC Gwap, 
Hoodrich Montana, Drop, 
Bobby Boom, Neno, 5th 
QRT OT, Da Boi Vice and 
Bigg City Visions. Music 
genres include hip hop, 
R&B and reggae. 

“We wanted to help 
open up doors for artists 
and give them an opportu-
nity to showcase their tal-
ent, because we don’t have 
places around here to do 
that,” said Our Wilson or-
ganizer Donta Chestnut, 
who owns the Carolina 
Gold Entertainment music 
studio. 

Chestnut said it’s a way 
for Carolina Gold artists 
as well as music engineer 
Jerremy “Fleetwood” 
Edmondson, who creates 
beats for those artists, to 
showcase their talent. 

“They can perform it 
and have a crowd to listen 
to their music,” Chestnut 
said. 

Chestnut said the talent 
showcase is a way to bring 
people together for a good 
cause and highlight musi-
cal talent that’s right here 
in Wilson. 

Chestnut said he often 
counsels the musicians 
who record in his studio 
and strives to be a mentor. 

“Some of them come 
from broken homes and 

they put it in their mu-
sic,” he said. “I listen to 
their music and try to 
understand. A lot of them 
come from poverty be-
cause that’s all they know. 
Sometimes it’s about the 
struggle.” 

He said music has a way 
to reach others, too. 

Being a mentor to some 
of the artists gives Chest-
nut an opportunity to 
empower them to change 
their lives, give back to 
the community and help 
someone else. 

 “A lot of times, we give 
up on the kids and they 
run to the streets,” he said. 
“They give up on their 
dreams. They lose hope.” 

A VISION FOR OUR WILSON

The nonprofit Our Wil-
son formed about a year 
ago. Since then, it’s enlist-
ed motivational speakers 
and homegrown star ath-
letes who want to inspire 
Wilson’s youths and teach 
them that dreams are pos-
sible. 

Speakers have included 
former Harlem Globetrot-
ter Anthony “Ant” Atkin-
son, who came home to 
coach and recently led 
Wilson Preparatory Acad-
emy to the North Caro-
lina High School Athletic 
Association’s 1-A boys 
basketball champion-
ship. Dominique Rogers 
Cromartie, a former NFL 

player and two-time Pro 
Bowler, will speak this 
summer. 

The group’s main goal 
is to teach young people 
how to walk away from 
violence and how to 
navigate disagreements 

through conversation. 
Our Wilson also wants 

volunteers of all races and 
backgrounds to serve a di-
verse group of youths. The 
nonprofit recently moved 
into a new location at 501 
Nash St. Unit B, beside 
Carolina Gold Studios. It 
will serve as the organiza-
tion’s hub. As summer 
approaches, Our Wilson 
leaders plan to host more 
programs and events for 
youths. 

Mayor Carlton Stevens 
recently pledged $500 
to the organization and 
challenged others in the 
community to support Our 
Wilson’s efforts. 

“Donta has a vision 
to support, encourage 
and mentor those young 
people in our city that may 
not have someone in their 
life to do such,” Stevens 
said. “He has the ability to 
reach those young people 
that others have given 
up on, even those young 
people that have given up 
on themselves.” 

As a former educator, 
Stevens said he knows 
how vitally important it is 
to have people who care. 

Barton plans 3 weekend commencement programs
Truist CEO 
Kelly King 
to speak 
Saturday
For the Times

Barton College will have 
a busy weekend with three 
commencement programs 
planned in two days.

Kelly S. King, chair-
man and CEO of Truist 
Financial Corp., will be 
the featured speaker at 
first of two ceremonies for 
Barton’s 119th commence-
ment exercises at 10 a.m. 
Saturday on center cam-
pus. 

Saturday’s second cer-
emony for Barton’s class 
of 2021 will be held at 2 
p.m. with featured speak-
er Murali Ranganathan, 

Barton professor of math-
ematics. Saturday’s com-

mencement 
ceremonies 
will be divided 
by academic 
schools. 
Having two 
ceremonies 
will allow for 
more social 

distancing with a smaller 
crowd, according to Kathy 
Daughety, director of pub-
lic relations at Barton. 

Sunday’s 118th com-
mencement exercises 
for Barton’s class of 
2020 will be held at 
10 a.m. with featured 
speaker Rebecca God-
win, Elizabeth H. Jor-
dan endowed chair of 
Southern literature in 
Barton’s School of Hu-
manities.

Douglas N. Searcy will 
preside over his sixth com-
mencement program as 
Barton’s president. Gary 
Daynes, provost and vice 

president for academic af-
fairs, will present the 2021 

class of 253 
undergraduate 
and graduate 
students.

On Sunday, 
the college 
expects more 
than half of 
the 2020 class 

to return to campus to walk 
across the stage as well. 
Graduates missed that 
milestone last spring when 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
prevented commencement 
exercises from being held 
in person. A virtual com-
mencement event was held 
last May.

Participating in this 
year’s commencement 
ceremonies on Saturday 
will be students who com-
pleted their baccalaureate 
degree requirements in 
December 2020 and May 
2021, as well as under-
graduate candidates who 
expect to fulfill require-

ments over the summer. 
Also participating will be 

graduates of 
the Master of 
Business Ad-
ministration 
in strategic 
leadership de-
gree, Master 
of Science in 
nursing de-
gree and mas-

ter’s in school administra-
tion degree programs.

The three highest hon-
ors presented to Barton 
students, the Coggins 
Cup, the Hilley Cup and 
the Hemby Leadership 
Cup, will be awarded. The 
Coggins Cup is presented 
annually to the student 
voted best all-around by 
the Barton faculty and 
staff. The Hilley Cup is 
presented annually to 
the graduating senior 
with the highest cumula-
tive grade point average. 
The Hemby Leadership 
Cup is presented to the 

graduating senior, who in 
the estimation of the col-
lege community (includ-
ing students, faculty and 
staff), has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership 
throughout a career at 
Barton College.

The Lincoln Financial 
Excellence in Teaching 
Fund Faculty Member of 
the Year awards will also 
be presented. The awards, 
given annually to two 
faculty members, include 
a cash stipend for interna-
tional study.

Kathy Turner, Barton 
class of 2012 and presi-
dent of the Barton Col-
lege Alumni Association 
and its alumni board, will 
bring greetings to gradu-
ating seniors on behalf of 
the alumni association.

Barton’s commence-
ment weekend activities 
will begin with the bac-
calaureate service for stu-
dents and their families at 
6:30 p.m. Friday in How-

ard Chapel. The Rev. Da-
vid Finnegan-Hosey, col-
lege chaplain and director 
of campus ministries, will 
officiate the service.

Seating reservations are 
required.   

Godwin King Rangana-
than
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Top-seeded Hunt stunned with Clayton golden goal in OT
By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com 

| 265-7807  

| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

In a span of mere mo-
ments, the Hunt High var-
sity girls soccer team went 
from aligning its defense 
to the sudden, shocking 
end of its 2021 season.

Such is the terminal 
nature of the postsea-
son, realized when the 
top-seeded Lady War-
riors were extended into 
golden-goal overtime by 
Clayton in the opening 
round of the North Caro-
lina High School Athletic 
Association 3-A playoffs 
Monday night.

After the Lady Warriors 
picked up their level of 
play from the opening 30 
minutes, they were able to 
get an equalizer off a set 
piece with about 13 min-
utes left in regulation on 
a booming 35-yard kick 
from junior Kaley Gesell 
that eventually forced 
overtime. But as Hunt 
organized in the first five-
minute session of golden 
goal, Clayton’s Savannah 
Adams was given enough 
space to drive a kick high 

and just under the cross-
bar from 25 yards away.

Sophomore goalkeeper 
Logan Boone, who had 
kept the Lady Warriors 
level and down just one 
goal with several key 
saves in the second half 
and overtime, had no 
answer here. The Adams 
strike was postmarked for 
just under the crossbar, 
ending not just the un-
beaten run of Hunt after a 
10-1-1 showing — but also 
its season following a Big 
East Conference champi-
onship.

The Lady Warriors en-
tered the postseason as 
the No. 1 overall seed in 
the 16-team East region, 
but via random draw. 

Clayton, the second-
place team out of the 
Greater Neuse Conference 
that lost to Hunt during 
the regular season, vault-
ed to 8-5 as the No. 16 and 
final seed into the East 
bracket. The Comets will 
now visit No. 8 Northern 
Guilford in Wednesday’s 
second round.

“I don’t think we played 
our best game tonight,” 
Hunt head coach Richard 
Frazier lamented. “And 

unfortunately, it had to 
be the first game of the 
playoffs. The first 20 or 
30 minutes, I thought we 
were young in some plac-
es, and the nerves were 
out there. Our touches 
were not great. The last 
10 to 12 minutes of the 
first half, we generated 
three or four really good 
chances, so I thought we 
had some momentum go-
ing into halftime.”

The slow start from 
Hunt resulted in conse-
quences. Off a turnover in 
the defensive third of the 
Lady Warriors, Clayton’s 
Sarah Fako fielded a cross 
and volleyed it past senior 
goalkeeper Parker Barnes. 
The pressure kept build-
ing on Hunt, with Emma 
Barnes ringing the cross-
bar in the 11th minute.

Hunt’s first shot came 
in the 27th minute, and by 
the 32nd, it had started to 
create promising chances. 
The Lady Warriors slipped 
senior Kristen Armstrong 
into space but her low 
one-on-one shot was gob-
bled up by the keeper. An-
other promising run came 
in the final minute with 
freshman Kate Conoley, 

who had the defining free 
kick last week against 
Fike, slipping a through 
ball to Armstrong in the 
vicinity of an open net. 
But Armstrong couldn’t 
complete the final touch, 
and Hunt went to halftime 
without an equalizer.

Sophomore Logan 
Boone, who played the 

second half and overtime 
periods, was credited 
with six saves. She came 
up with a sizable stop in 
the 48th minute, deny-
ing Adams by getting just 
enough of the ball for it to 
carom off the post.

With past success off set 
pieces, Hunt finally equal-
ized inside of 14 minutes 

remaining. Gesell ad-
dressed the ball off a free 
kick and authored a firm 
line drive, with Clayton 
keeper Cristin Punnett 
Nichols unable to field it 
cleanly as it crept past the 
goal line.

Indeed, Hunt was level, 

Making memories 
with a fly rod

The 
line of 
cars 
around 
the 
Hardee’s 
in Sylva 
was 
growing 
by the 
minute 

Friday morning. Inside, 
I waited patiently at the 
counter as the woman try-
ing to work the drive-thru 
window and the counter 
at the woefully under-
staffed restaurant tried to 
explain her predicament 
to me and the two men 

cooking in the back.
“She’s having a bad day,” 

I thought before consider-
ing my own circumstances. 

I was, hopefully, going 
to have a great day. My 
14-year-old son, Bennett, 
and I were waiting to 
meet Alex Bell, a former 
Western Carolina Uni-
versity basketball player 
and long-time educator 
who operates AB Fly 
Fishing Guide Service 
after a 30-year career as 
a teacher, coach and prin-
cipal in Jackson County. 
Bennett’s big Christmas 

Lady Demons back 

on top of 3-A East 

golf as steady 

Council dominates 

field

By Jimmy Lewis
jlewis@wilsontimes.com 

| 265-7807  

| Twitter: @JimmyLewisWT

Entering Tuesday’s 
North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion 3-A East girls golf re-
gional, Fike High coach 
Glenn Jones was unsure 
if his short-handed Lady 
Demons had the capacity 
to claim the team champi-
onship at Willow Springs 
Country Club.

With Kelsey Miller un-
available due to injury, 
the onus fell on freshman 
Bree Council, Avery Bri-
ley, Morgan Harold and 
Rachel Thomason to post 
low scores on the par-71, 
4,900-yard layout.

Council obliged in grand 
style, making just three 
bogeys to trump her next 
closest competitor by six 
strokes and grant Jones 
his first girls regional 
medalist at the helm of the 
Fike program, which he 
took over in 2011 from the 
legendary Jim Boykin Jr.

As for those contention 
concerns on the team 
side? Briley and Harold’s 
supplementing roles soon 
put those at ease.

Led by the 3-over 74 of 
Council from her medal-
ist post, the Lady Demons 
bested Topsail by two 
strokes to claim the re-
gional crown by a 257-259 
margin, also the first in 
Jones’ tenure. Both Fike 
and Topsail will advance 
to Tuesday’s NCHSAA 
3-A championship at Bea-
con Ridge Golf & Country 
Club in West End.

Finishing out the nine-
team field were Clayton, 
Cleveland, Cape Fear, 
Hunt, Southern Nash, 
D.H. Conley at West Cart-
eret.

“I was hoping for a top-2 
finish,” Jones said. “But 
the girls surprised me to-
day and played well, and 
we won.”

Despite not recording a 
birdie on her scorecard, 
Council played the fa-
miliar terrain of Willow 
Springs in a steady fash-
ion. She bogeyed Nos. 
8, 13 and 18 in besting 
Topsail’s Lindley Cox by 
six shots. The featured 
groups were sent out first 
to get the best opportunity 
to play the course in its 
friendliest state.

“I always want to play 
safe for par,” Council said 
in reviewing her round. 
“And if I get birdies, that’s 
fine.”

Council’s primary goal 
entering the 2020 season 
— which became a 2021 
effort once COVID-19 
reshuffled the schedule — 

Nate O’Neal 

scorches 

Wedgewood as 

Bruins win first 

regional crown

By Tom Ham
Special to the Times

The Beddingfield High 
boys golf team piled up 
the precedents in Mon-
day’s North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion 2-A East Regional at 
Wedgewood Public Golf 
Course.

Behind a sensational 
8-under-64 from sopho-
more Nate O’Neal, the 
Bruins of head coach Jody 
O’Neal captured their first 
regional championship in 
the sport of boys golf in 
the school’s 43-year his-
tory.

With a total of 308 for its 
four individuals, Bedding-
field carded a 11-stroke 
victory against Midway 
(319). Both teams ad-
vanced into next week’s 
NCHSAA 2-A champion-
ship on the No. 6 course at 
Pinehurst Country Club.

“We knew, if we played 
our best, we had a good 
chance,” commented 
Coach O’Neal of the 
team outcome. “We knew 
Midway was going to be 
tough. We needed them all 
to be at their best. It feels 
good; the kids worked 
hard.”

Washington (358) fin-
ished third, followed by 
Croatan (363) and First 
Flight (387).

Thus, Beddingfield qual-

fied its entire team for the 
state tournament for the 
first time. The 308 was the 
lowest team score during 
Coach O’Neal’s tenure. 
The Bruins were coming 
off a dominating run to 
the Eastern Plains Confer-
ence title.

Nate O’Neal shattered 
his school record with his 
dazzling 32-32—64. How-
ever, he did not emerge 
Beddingfield’s first re-
gional champ. Stephen 
Abrams, the program’s 
most acclaimed male golf-
er, claimed that distinction 
in 2016.

But Monday’s buzz was 
about Nate O’Neal with a 
machine-like performance 
of birdies on Nos. 2, 4, 7, 
9, 13, 14, 15 and 17. He did 
not miss a green in regula-
tion and scrambled for par 
only on the par-4, No. 16 
layout.

Nate O’Neal emerged 
the medalist by seven 
shots against Midway 
sophomore Logan Atkins, 
who posted a 1-under 71. 
Those were the only sub-
par rounds. Sophomore 
Drew O’Neal, Nate’s twin 
brother, wound up third 
by sputtering to a 77.

Atkins, a member of 
Nate O’Neal’s threesome, 
witnessed the spectacle 
first-hand.

“I have not seen many 
people do that before,” 
Atkins said. “But it’s his 
home course. He putted 
lights out ... fantastic. I 
wasn’t fazed because I am 
used to playing with good 
players. It was a nice ex-
perience to see somebody 
play that well.”

Of his round, Atkins 

Hunt’s Kristen Armstrong attempts to shield Clayton’s Sydney Eure (15) from the ball 
during Monday’s NCHSAA 3-A first-round game at Fike. The Lady Warriors saw their 
season end with a 2-1 loss in overtime. Jimmy Lewis | Times

Lady Demons, Bruins rule regionals in Wilson

Fike’s Bree Council has plenty to smile about as she 
confidently strides away from the putting surface on No. 
18 during Tuesday’s NCHSAA 3-A East regional at Willow 
Springs Country Club. Council shot a 3-over 74 to become 
the first girls regional medalist in the tenure of coach Glenn 
Jones as the Lady Golden Demons claimed the team title by 
two shots over Topsail. Jimmy Lewis | Times 

See LADY, Page 2B

See BRUINS, Page 2B

Beddingfield boys golf coach Jody O’Neal, far left, stands 
with his team of Noah Moore, Drew O’Neal, Chris Abrams 
and regional medalist Nate O’Neal after winning the 
NCHSAA 2-A East regional for the first time in school 
history Monday afternoon at Wedgewood Public Golf 
Course. Nate O’Neal blitzed his home course with an 
8-under 64 to claim medalist honors. Tom Ham | Special to the 

Times

See CLAYTON, Page 2B

See MEMORIES, Page 3B

PAUL 
DURHAM

STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

Neleh Bottoms helped 

her Beddingfield 

High softball team end 

the season on a winning 

note last week, making 

her this week’s Farris & 

Thomas Law Attorneys 

Student-Athlete of the 

Week.

Neleh was the winning 

pitcher in each of the 

Lady Bruins’ last two 

games against Farmville 

Central — a 16-6 win 

Tuesday at Beddingfield 

and a 16-2 triumph in 

the season finale Friday 

in Farmville. In the last 

game, Neleh also went 

4 for 4 with three RBIs 

at the plate. She batted 

over .550 in leading Bed-

dingfield to a 5-4 finish 

and third place in the 2-A 

Eastern Plains Confer-

ence after starting the 

season 0-3.

The daughter of Amy 

and Justin Bottoms of 

Stantonsburg, Neleh has 

a 3.91 GPA at Bedding-

field while taking online 

courses through Wilson 

Community College.

She is a member of 

National Honor Society, 

Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes and Future 

Farmers of America. She 

also played volleyball for 

the Lady Bruins.

Neleh previously played 

travel softball for the Wil-

son Xtreme. She works 

part-time for Door Dash. 

Neleh plans to attend 

Pitt Community College 

in the fall and pursue a 

degree in nursing.

Neleh Bottoms
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but it would go on to con-
clude its season held with-
out a goal in the run of 
play in over 183 minutes.

“Way too many unforced 
turnovers tonight,” Frazier 
said. “And I’ll take full re-
sponsibility as a coach for 
that, for not having them 
prepared for this game.”

Hunt didn’t generate a 
shot in the first 10-minute 
overtime period, but at-
tacked more in the second 
portion playing towards the 
downhill parking lot end of 
the field. Freshman Cappa 
Bunn grazed the top of the 
crossbar in the 92nd min-
ute, and Boone again kept 
the Lady Warriors level by 
deflecting an Adams shot 
into the post in the 96th.

But with penalty kicks 
beginning to loom on the 

horizon in golden goal, 
Adams had too much 
room to operate from 
distance. Her 25-yard 
unmarked strike eluded 
Boone’s best effort, and 

Hunt’s season went from 
in progress to complete in 
a breathtaking matter of 
moments.

“We dug down deep,” 
Clayton head coach Joe 

Mott said. “We knew it 
was going to be a tough 
game. We played them 
early on in the season, and 
we knew they were good. 
We found a way to win. 
The only tactical adjust-
ment we did was number 
17 (Armstrong) is a really 
good player. She killed us 
the first time. We let her 
get too much space, and 
we knew from the get go 
we wanted to deny her 
space. I think we did a 
good job of that.”

Careers closed for 
Barnes, Lauren Bracey, 
Rachel Langley, Macken-
zie Tyson and Armstrong.

“In the two overtime 
periods, I thought they got 
a little bit of momentum,” 
Frazier said of the Com-
ets. “We started pressing 
a little bit, and they found 
the goal and we didn’t.”

offered: “It was good. I 
drove the ball well and 
chipped the ball good. My 
putting was not the best. 
I started off good (with a 
birdie at No. 1).”

Nate O’Neal admitted 
he felt slightly nauseated 
before stepping onto the 
No. 1 tee.

“I was probably just 
nervous,” he reasoned. 
“I feel great (about the 
round). I hit the ball very 
well and made putts when 
I needed to ... I made a lot 
of putts. I just wanted to 
play good as I could and 
help the team advance to 
the state.”

Nate O’Neal acknowl-
edged he was motivated 
by Atkins’ capable pres-
ence.

“I want to make sure 
I stayed with him,” he 
noted.

Birdies at Nos. 16 and 18 
capped a frustrating round 
for Drew O’Neal, who 
fired a 67 in the Optimist 
qualifier at Wedgewood 
last Saturday.

“I got it together the last 
three holes,” Drew O’Neal 
reviewed. “I was missing 
everything from five feet 
and closer. I either lipped 
it out or missed it. I was 
trying to help the team as 
much as I could.”

Coach O’Neal gushed 
about his twin sons.

“The put in the time; 
they work at it,” he de-

clared. “Both can go low 
and be consistent. They 
are constantly working on 
their game.”

Coach O’Neal cred-
ited sophomores Noah 
Moore and Chris Abrams, 
the brother of Stephen 
Abrams, for complement-
ing performances. Both 
are fairly new to the game. 
Moore, with birdies at 
Nos. 7 and 17, shot 80 and, 
despite double bogeys 
the last two layouts, Chris 
Abrams came in with an 
87, missing equaling his 
career best by a shot.

“I could have played bet-
ter; I could have played 
worse,” Moore contended. 
“I tried to do what I need-
ed to do, and that should 
be enough. I felt like I was 
the middle player and that 
there was a lot of pressure 
on me. I pushed through 
it.”

Summarized Abrams: 
“I played pretty good; I 
could have finished better. 
I made a lot of good putts 
the first nine. I just knew I 
had to play good. I played 
decent.”

After bettering or 
matching their Midway 
opponent at the Nos. 1 
through 4 slots, the Bruins 
are looking forward to 
their reward — a trip to 
Pinehurst, where Abrams 
has never visited.

“It’s exciting,” Moore 
clamored. “It’s definitely 
going to be an experience. 
I’m just going to sit back 

and take it in.”

3-A EAST REGIONAL

Fike’s Boyette 
qualifies for 
NCHSAA 3-A 
championship

With his 1-over round of 
72, Fike High’s Ethan Boy-
ette emerged as the only 
boys golfer from The Wil-
son Times readership area 
to qualify for next week’s 
North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion 3-A championship fol-
lowing the conclusion of 
Monday’s NCHSAA 3-A 
East regional contested at 
Willow Springs Country 
Club.

Boyette finished in a 
three-way tie for third 
with Parker Bumgarber 
of South Brunswick and 
Foster Evans of Clayton. 
All three qualified for state 
championship competi-
tion as individuals as did 
Jacksonville’s Tyler Jones, 
the regional medalist who 
bested D.H. Conley’s Gray 
Mitchum in a playoff.

Boyette, the younger 
brother of former Barton 
College standout and 2017 
NCHSAA 3-A individual 
champion Bryson Boyette, 
secured birdies at Nos. 1, 
3, 14 and 18 on the par-71, 
6,138-yard Willow Springs 
layout. The four bird-
ies were the most of any 

golfer in the field.
Both team qualifiers hail 

from the 3-A portion of the 
split 3-A/4-A Eastern Caro-
lina Conference, with D.H. 
Conley and Greenville 
Rose earning bids to next 
Monday’s championship 
at Longleaf Golf & Family 
Club in Southern Pines.

Conley edged Rose by 
two strokes, 310-312, for 
the team title. Following 
were Wilmington New 
Hanover (320), Clayton 
(321), West Carteret (334) 
and Southern Nash (397). 

Cameron Hardison of 
Rose briefly took a late 
lead in the tournament, 
using an eagle on No. 14 
to reach 1-under and take 
a one-shot lead on the 
field. However, after a par 
at No. 15, Hardison closed 
with three consecutive bo-
geys to fade to sixth.

The 44-golfer field was 
also populated with Hunt’s 
Sanjeev Francis and Wil-
liam Stinagle. Both dead-
locked in a 37th-place tie 
with a 91. Stinagle closed 
his day with a birdie at No. 
18 on the 140-yard par-3 at 
Willow Springs.

Southern Nash was rep-
resented by Carson Win-
stead (94), Levy Brantley 
(99), Andrew Thompson 
(111), Daniel Collie (118) 
and Jacob Kearney. Kear-
ney was disqualified after 
running out of balls before 
completing the 17th hole, 
rendering him unable to 
turn in a scorecard.

AREA 

CALENDAR

Friday, May 7
High School Varsity Baseball
Smithfield-Selma at Hunt, 4 
p.m.; North Johnston at SW 
Edgecombe, 6 p.m.; North Pitt 
at Beddingfield, 6 p.m.

High School Wrestling
Croatan, Swansboro at C.B. 
Aycock, 5:30 p.m.; Elizabeth City 
Northeastern, Southern Wayne 
at Southern Nash, 6 p.m.

High School Boys Tennis
NCHSAA 2-A East Regional at 
Greene Central, noon; NCHSAA 
3-A East Regional at Sunset 
Park, Rocky Mount, 1 p.m.

Saturday, May 8
High School Varsity Baseball
NCCSA 2-A playoffs at Wilson 
Christian, championship; NCI-
SAA 1-A playoffs, quarterfinals

High School Varsity Softball
NCCSA playoffs at Wilson Chris-
tian, championship

High School Varsity Girls Soccer
NCCSA 2-A playoffs at Wilson 
Christian, championship; NCI-
SAA 1-A playoffs, quarterfinals

High School Boys Tennis
NCHSAA 2-A East Regional at 
Greene Central, noon; NCHSAA 
3-A East Regional at Sunset 
Park, Rocky Mount, 1 p.m.

Sunday, May 9
No events scheduled.

Monday, May 10
High School Boys Golf
NCHSAA 3-A championship at 
Longleaf Golf and Family Club, 
Southern Pines, 9:30 a.m.

High School Girls Tennis
Greene Central at C.B. Aycock, 
3 p.m.

SPORTS ON TV

The Associated Press
(All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or blackouts

Friday, May 7
AUTO RACING
5:25 a.m.— Formula One: Practice, Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 
Barcelona, Spain (ESPN2)
8:55 a.m.— Formula One: Practice, Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 
Barcelona, Spain (ESPNU)
7:30 p.m.— NASCAR Camping World Truck Series: The LiftKits4Less.com 
200, Darlington Raceway, Darlington, S.C. (FS1)
5:55 a.m. (Saturday)— Formula One: Practice, Cir    cuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain (ESPN2)
COLLEGE BASEBALL
8:30 p.m.— Texas at TCU (ESPNU)
COLLEGE BEACH VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
Noon— TBA (ESPNU)
1 p.m.— TBA (ESPNU)
2 p.m.— TBA (ESPNU)
3 p.m.— TBA (ESPNU)
4 p.m.— TBA (ESPNU)
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6:30 p.m.— Auburn at LSU (ESPNU)
7 p.m.— Arizona at Oregon (ESPN2)
CURLING (WOMEN’S)
11 a.m.— World Championship (NBCSN)
GOLF
11 a.m.— PGA Tour Champions: The Regions Tradition, Second Round, 
Greystone G&CC - Founders Course, Birmingham, Ala. (GOLF)
2 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Wells Fargo Championship, Second Round, Quail 
Hollow Golf Course, Charlotte, N.C. (GOLF)
11:30 p.m.— LPGA Tour: The Honda LPGA Thailand, Third Round, Siam 
Country Club, Chonburi, Thailand (GOLF)
NBA BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.— Boston at Chicago (ESPN)
10:05 p.m.— Denver at Utah (ESPN)
SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:55 p.m.— Premier League: Newcastle United at Leicester City (NBCSN)
SPRING LEAGUE FOOTBALL
9:30 p.m.— TSL: Sea Lions vs. Blues, Houston (FS1)

Saturday, May 8
AUTO RACING
5:55 a.m.— Formula One: Practice, Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 
Barcelona, Spain (ESPN2)
8:55 a.m.— Formula One: Qualifying, Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 
Barcelona, Spain (ESPN2)
1 p.m.— NASCAR Xfinity Series: The Steakhouse Elite 200, Darlington 
Raceway, Darlington, S.C. (FS1)
COLLEGE BASEBALL
Noon— Mississippi at Texas A&M (ESPNU)
3 p.m.— Texas at TCU (ESPNU)
10 p.m.— UC Irvine at UC Santa Barbara (ESPNU)
COLLEGE BEACH VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
2 p.m.— TBA (ESPN2)
3 p.m.— TBA (ESPN2)
4 p.m.— TBA (ESPN2)
6 p.m.— TBA (ESPN2)
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Noon— FCS: TBD, Semifinal (ESPN)
2:30 p.m.— FCS: TBD, Semifinal (ABC)
COLLEGE LACROSSE (MEN’S)
10 a.m.— TBA (ESPNU)
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6 p.m.— Oklahoma at Oklahoma St. (ESPNU)
FISHING
8 a.m.— Bassmaster Elite Series: The 2021 Whataburger Bassmaster 
Elite at Neely Henry Lake, Neely Henry Lake, Gadsden, Ala. (FS1)
GOLF
1 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Wells Fargo Championship, Third Round, Quail 
Hollow Golf Course, Charlotte, N.C. (GOLF)
3 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Wells Fargo Championship, Third Round, Quail 
Hollow Golf Course, Charlotte, N.C. (CBS); PGA Tour Champions: The 
Regions Tradition, Final Round, Greystone G&CC - Founders Course, 
Birmingham, Ala. (GOLF)
11:30 p.m.— LPGA Tour: The Honda LPGA Thailand, Final Round, Siam 
Country Club, Chonburi, Thailand (GOLF)
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
8 p.m.— UFC Fight Night: Cory Sandhagen vs. T.J. Dillashaw (Bantam-
weights), Las Vegas (ESPN)
MLB BASEBALL
4 p.m.— San Diego at San Francisco (FS1)
7 p.m.— Philadelphia at Atlanta (FS1)
NHL HOCKEY
3 p.m.— TBA (NBC)
8 p.m.— Carolina at Nashville (BSSO)
SOCCER (MEN’S)
7:30 a.m.— Premier League: Tottenham Hotspur at Leeds United 
(NBCSN)
9 a.m.— Bundesliga: RB Leipzig at Borussia Dortmund (ESPN)
10 a.m.— Premier League: Crystal Palace at Sheffield United (NBCSN)
12:30 p.m.— Premier League: Chelsea at Manchester City (NBC)
6 p.m.— MLS: NY City FC at Orlando City FC (ESPN)
8 p.m.— MLS: LA FC at LA Galaxy (FOX)
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
1 p.m.— NWSL Challenge Cup: TBD, Championship (CBS)
SPRING LEAGUE FOOTBALL
3 p.m.— TSL: Generals vs. Jousters, Houston (FOX)

Sunday, May 9
AUTO RACING
8:55 a.m.— Formula One: The Spanish Grand Prix, Circuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain (ESPN)
3:30 p.m.— NASCAR Cup Series: The Goodyear 400, Darlington Raceway, 
Darlington, S.C. (FS1)
COLLEGE BASEBALL
2 p.m.— Mississippi at Texas A&M (ESPNU)
COLLEGE BEACH VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
10:30 a.m.— TBA (ESPN2)
2 p.m.— TBA (ESPN2)
COLLEGE FIELD HOCKEY
7 p.m.— NCAA Tournament: TBD, Championship, Chapel Hill, N.C. 
(ESPNU)
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
Noon— Oklahoma at Oklahoma St. (ESPNU)
CURLING (WOMEN’S)
3 p.m.— World Championship (NBCSN)
FISHING
8 a.m.— Bassmaster Elite Series: The 2021 Whataburger Bassmaster 
Elite at Neely Henry Lake, Neely Henry Lake, Gadsden, Ala. (FS1)
GOLF
1 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Wells Fargo Championship, Final Round, Quail 
Hollow Golf Course, Charlotte, N.C. (GOLF)
3 p.m.— PGA Tour: The Wells Fargo Championship, Final Round, Quail 
Hollow Golf Course, Charlotte, N.C. (CBS)
MLB BASEBALL
7 p.m.— Philadelphia at Atlanta (ESPN)
NBA BASKETBALL
1:15 p.m.— Miami at Boston (ESPN)
3:30 p.m.— NY Knicks at LA Clippers (ESPN)
RUGBY
9 a.m.— Premiership: Bristol at Bath (taped) (NBCSN)
SOCCER (MEN’S)
11:30 a.m.— Premier League: Everton at West Ham United (NBCSN)
1 p.m.— MLS: Atlanta United at Inter Miami CF (ABC)
2 p.m.— Premier League: West Bromwich Albion at Arsenal (NBC)
3 p.m.— MLS: Seattle at Portland (ABC)
7:30 p.m.— MLS: Austin FC at Sporting KC (FS1)
TRACK AND FIELD
4:30 p.m.— USATF: The Mt. SAC Relays, Walnut, Calif. (NBC)

Monday, May 10
MLB BASEBALL
8 p.m.— LA Angels at Houston (ESPN)
NHL HOCKEY
8 p.m.— Dallas at Chicago (NBCSN); Carolina at Nashville (BSSO)
SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:55 p.m.— Premier League: Burnley at Fulham (NBCSN)
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was to qualify for the state tourna-
ment. She’s now accomplished a bit 
more than that.

“She stayed out of trouble all day,” 
Jones said of Council. “She had a 
few spots along today which she 
kept it in play, and she missed a cou-
ple of putts that she probably could 
have shot even par or better. But she 
was steady — slow and steady.”

Briley locked up a top-10 finish, 
tying for eighth South Johnston’s 
Lainey Edwards with an 87. 

Harold, who birdied No. 4, com-
pleted Fike’s low three individuals 
with a 96. But with the tandem of 
Council and Briley accounting for 
a one-shot lead over Topsail’s Cox 
(80) and Eliza Fogleman (82), Har-
old finished one shot ahead of Top-
sail’s third scorer Lillian Swan, who 
tied for 23rd with a 97.

Jones, also the regional director, 
knew full well the urgency of the 
third-place battle, but opted not 
to divulge the information on the 
course.

“I didn’t express that to her,” 
Jones said of the close team race. “I 
didn’t want to put the extra pressure 
on the kids to let them know ‘hey, 
this is on you.’ I just wanted them 
to play and have fun and let it fall 
where it needs to fall. And we came 
out on top this time.”

Hunt counted the scores of Ash-
ton Barnes and Anna Brooke Taylor, 
who deadlocked for 16th with a 
92. Kathryn Willoughby provided 
Hunt’s third counting score with a 
100 and capped her round with a 
beautiful approach shot to within 3 
feet on No. 18, leaving a tap-in for 
birdie.

Southern Nash secured its first 
individual state qualifier under the 

direction of coach Todd Brewer, 
with freshman Mackenzie Gamble 
firing an 83 to finish fourth. Gamble 
rebounded from a quadruple bogey 
on 13 to sink a birdie on 16 with the 
use of her 5-hybrid.

“I did OK,” Gamble said. “I had a 
few bad shots, but I played alright. 
It was a tough year, but hopefully 
states will be my thing.”

Following their rounds, both 
Council and Gamble could be spot-
ted tracking the leader board on 
their respective smartphone apps 
that replaced the classic pencil and 
paper scorecard at regional play. 
Players were asked to update the 
app after every hole, with results 
uploaded to the Carolinas Golf As-
sociation site for easy spectator 
tracking. A simple trip to the scor-
ers table to attest the virtual cards 
in the app completed player respon-

sibility.
The emergence of Council and 

Gamble in the top five continued a 
trend of freshmen showing up to 
play at a competitive level in region-
al play and beyond.

“I’ve been a director several times 
for these tournaments,” Jones said. 
“I have learned that let’s let these 
kids play this course in a way that 
they can have fun and still be able to 
score. We didn’t set the course up to 
be the toughest it could be. We set it 
up for the kids to have a challenge, 
but the best golfers would be able 
to take advantage of it. And that’s 
what happened.”

Such a description fit Council’s 
round perfectly.

“It feels really good,” Council said. 
“Especially as a freshman coming 
in. I’ve got three more years to do 
even better.”

Clayton: ‘We knew it was going to be a tough game’

Lady: ‘I just wanted them to play and have fun’

Bruins: ‘They are constantly working on their game’

Hunt’s Catherine Cranford (11) and Clayton’s Sydney Eure 
(15) jostle for possession during Monday’s first round of 
the NCHSAA 3-A playoffs at Hunt. The Lady Warriors lost 
for the first time this season with a 2-1 loss in golden-goal 
overtime. Jimmy Lewis | Times

continued from page 1B

Fike girls golf coach Glenn Jones poses with his first-ever NCHSAA 3-A East 
regional championship team as Rachel Thomason, Morgan Harold, Bree Council 
and Avery Briley pose following Tuesday’s championship at Willow Springs 
Country Club. Jimmy Lewis | Times 

continued from page 1B

continued from page 1B
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present wish this past year 
was a guided fly-fishing 
trip that his Aunt Rebecca 
in California made happen. 

After I got my food, I 
smiled under my mask and 
told the woman behind the 
Hardee’s counter: “Hang 
in there, today will be over 
before you know it.”

She smiled and said, “I 
hope so!”

As I walked out to the 
parking lot where Alex told 
us to meet him, I realized 
my words would hold true 
for me as well. Whether 
you’re having a great day 
or a terrible one, it will be 
over before you know it. 
I made a mental note to 
spend that day soaking in 
every second — which is 
actually hard to do if you’ve 
ever tried it — and making 
great memories.

Alex showed up a few 
minutes later and, after in-
troductions, we headed out 
of town to  the Tuckasegee 
River, one of the Meccas of 
Appalachian fly fishing, and 

our date with some trout. 
Most of the time Bennett 
and I have gone fishing 
over the past year, I’ve been 
apprehensive since I still 
basically have no clue what 
I’m doing. Luckily, Bennett 
has quickly surpassed me 
in terms of knowledge and 
experience. However, on 
this day, I knew that we 
were literally in the hands 
of a expert who had been 
researched by Bennett and 
my wife, Tabitha. 

Alex Bell grew up fly-fish-
ing for redfish in his native 
Florida and continued that 
passion when he landed in 
western North Carolina. A 
little more than a decade 
ago, he and a couple of 
other avid fly-fishermen 
established the Western 
North Carolina Fly Fish-
ing Trail, which has grown 
to 15 spots. Alex has also 
taught fly-fishing courses 
as an adjunct professor at 
Western Carolina and he 
has worked with both mili-
tary veterans and autistic 

children to teach them the 
joys of fly fishing.

I felt that Alex needed 
every bit of knowledge and 
experience he had accrued 
over the years to get through 
a morning of trying to teach 
me how to use a fly rod for 
the first time. Seriously, even 
though I had asked him to 
direct the majority of his 
attention on Bennett, I was 
beginning to be a problem. 
Trying to get the hang of a 
roll cast near the bank with 
some overhanging branches 
was predictably fraught with 
failure, but Alex patiently re-
trieved the errant lure or just 
put a new one on the line.

Meanwhile, Bennett was 
catching fish. First a small 
fallfish and then a river 
redhorse before he finally 
hooked the first trout of the 
day, a decent-sized brook. 
Since the Tuck is mostly 
Delayed Harvest designa-
tion per North Carolina 
Wildlife Resource Com-
mission, the only things 
we would be keeping were 

photos and memories.
Before long, Bennett had 

pulled in another brook and 
then another and then he 
caught a brown trout, with 
each fish seemingly larger 
than the one he caught 
before it. By lunch time, I 
had resigned myself to the 
idea that I probably wasn’t 
going to catch a fish but I 
kept remembering that, no 
matter what, it was still a 
great day. And it certainly 
was with a clear blue sky 
framing natural beauty of 
the Plott Balsam Mountains 
in the background. If you 
are going to fish for trout in 
North Carolina, the Tuck 
is where you need to be. 
There are even ancient weir 
dams, not far from where 
we were fishing, that were 
constructed by prehistoric 
residents of the area.

After lunch, Alex led 
us back out to the middle 
of the Tuckasegee where 
there were no branches 
to grab my line. Finally, 
around 2 p.m., I caught 

my first mountain trout 
on a fly rod. It was a nice 
little brookie, about 9-10 
inches long. Success! 

But I wasn’t done. A 
short while later, I landed 
my first rainbow trout, a 
beautiful specimen about 
a foot long or so. We fin-
ished with 13 total fish, 11 
caught by Bennett along 
with my two.

We fished the remaining 
time we were in the moun-
tains, using what we had 
learned from Alex that day, 
and caught more trout, in-

cluding a monster rainbow 
I hooked using my little 
Slingshot rod and a push-
button reel. Bennett landed 
a wild rainbow as well.

But the main takeaway for 
me on that perfect Friday on 
the Tuck was to soak up ev-
ery bit of it. Life goes by fast, 
as I keep getting reminded, 
and in four years, Ben-
nett will be done with high 
school.  Bad  days don’t last 
forever and neither do good 
days but those memories of 
precious time spent with my 
wife and son will live on.

Memories: ‘Today will be over before you know it’

Paul Durham, left, and Bennett Durham get ready for 
their fly-fishing adventure on the Tuckasegee River near 
Webster. Alex Bell | AB Fly Fishing Guide Service
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Mosque welcomes faithful with virus precautions 
Islamic Center 
of Wilson plans 
Eid al-Fitr 
celebration 

By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7818

The COVID-19 pan-
demic caused a dip in 
membership at the Islamic 
Center of Wilson.

Tawfick Aziz, a senior 
member who serves as the 
mosque’s watchman, said 
the center opened in 2017 
with 180 men, women 
and children. The mosque 
closed when the pandemic 
began in March 2020. 

“We closed all of the 
rooms completely for al-
most four months,” Aziz 
said. 

After four months, mem-
bers were permitted to re-
turn to the masjid as long 
as they stayed 6 feet apart, 
wore masks, used hand 
sanitizer and washed 
their hands frequently to 
comply with public health 

guidelines. 
Aziz said gatherings 

were limited to 10-20 
people, but most members 
were initially scared to at-
tend.

Many members have 
now received vaccinations 
and are familiar with guid-
ance on protecting them-
selves and others from the 
virus. 

Aziz said the mosque 
conducts temperature 
checks when people arrive. 

“Something else we do 
is you have to bring your 
own sejjadeh, the carpet,” 
Aziz said. “You put your-
self on it. That’s impor-
tant. You are responsible 
for that part.”

Before the pandemic, 
members would kneel and 
pray side by side.

“You used to be close 
to each other,” Aziz said. 
“Now we are way apart.”

With social distancing, 
the carpets are about 6 
feet apart. 

“We lost a lot of people 
coming because of CO-
VID-19 at the time,” 
Aziz said. “This year, for 
2021, things got better. 

We have started getting 
more people. Even new 
people come in here from 
the road when they hear 
about us.”

MOON YEAR

According to the Pew 
Research Center, there are 
about 1.8 billion Muslims 
around the world.

This year, Muslims are 
observing Ramadan from 
April 12 to May 12.

Aziz said many people 
don’t know what Rama-
dan is. 

“It is a month of fast-
ing for the year. It is the 
ninth month of the Islamic 
year,” he said.

Aziz said the Islamic 
year is 355 days long.

Every year, Ramadan is 
observed 10 days ahead of 
the previous year’s obser-
vance.

“In my lifetime, it has 
turned twice,” Aziz said. 
“Each 35 years, it would 
turn the whole thing 
around. You go back 10 
days each year. You are 
going back January, De-
cember, November, Octo-

ber.”
The shifting dates mean 

Ramadan is ultimately ob-
served in all four seasons.

“Now you have long 
days in the summer. You 
can fast 18 hours from 5 
o’clock to 9 o’clock,” Aziz 
said. “In the wintertime, 
when it’s short, you can 
fast only from 7 o’clock 
until 5, only 10 hours, so 
it’s short. There is eight 
hours’ difference between 
the summer and the win-
ter. This is the basic thing 
you have to know about 
the moon year.”

HOLIEST MONTH

“This is going on all 
over,” said Najiyyah Al-
eem of Wilson. “No matter 
what masjid you go to, if 
you are Muslim, you are 
doing Ramadan from ev-
ery masjid all over.”

Aleem, a Connecticut 
native, moved to Wilson 
in 2003 at a time when the 
city didn’t have a mosque. 
She commutes to the As 
Salaam Islamic Center in 
Raleigh. 

“Ramadan starts in the 

ninth lunar month of the 
Islamic calendar,” Aleem 
said. “It’s the holiest 
month where the Mus-
lims fast. We do not eat 
or drink anything during 
the daylight hours. We get 
up before sunrise and we 
have a small meal called 
Suh�r breakfast, and when 
the sun sets and the end 
is called for the Maghrib 
prayer, we break our fast 
with dates and water, and 
then we make our prayer 
and we have our meal. 
This goes on for 30 days, 
sometimes 29, but 30 days 
this month.”

Aleem said that the 
Quran was revealed to the 
prophet Muhammad dur-
ing this month.

“Some of us give up 
things to abstain from 
during that month just to 
focus on the Quran,” Al-
eem said. 

Historically, that would 
have meant the sacrifice of 
a goat, but today, it could 
mean abstinence from 
smoking cigarettes or hav-
ing sex. For children, it 
could be abstinence from 
eating candy or playing 

electronic games.
Ramadan is a time of 

giving and a time of peace 
for Muslims.

“We read one-thirtieth 
of the Quran every day 
during Ramadan,” Aleem 
said. “In the evening this 
year, we have a reading 
group on Zoom because 
of COVID, and we all take 
turns reading the Quran.”

At the end of Ramadan, 
Muslims will celebrate 
Eid al-Fitr, one of the Is-
lamic faith’s two biggest 
holidays. The other is Eid 
al-Adha, when Muslims 
show that they’re pre-
pared to sacrifice their 
lives for God. 

The Islamic Center 
of Wilson is inviting its 
members to celebrate Eid 
al-Fitr from 9 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, May 12. 

Aziz said the center 
has a new imam, Lutfi 
Hammed, who started 
leading the mosque in 
April.

The Islamic Center of 
Wilson is open from 5 
a.m. to 10:15 p.m. daily. 
For more information, call 
Aziz at 252-281-5584.  
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Deans Farm operators earn business leadership award 
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

James Sharp was just 6 when 
he sold a watermelon from the 
family garden to a neighbor for 
$5.

“That was pretty good for 
a $2 watermelon, but that 
started a spark in James that 
ultimately ended up into a ca-
reer,” said his father, Pender 
Sharp. “Plus, we never har-
vested anything else from our 
garden because James sold it 
all.”

The childhood tale brought 
a round of laughter during 
the Wilson Chamber of Com-
merce’s Small Business Ban-
quet on Tuesday, where James 
and Courtney Sharp were 
named the Small Business 
Leaders of the Year.  

Chamber President Ryan 
Simons said the organiza-
tion’s executive committee 
always struggles to winnow 
a list of deserving business 
leaders to select the honoree. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
highlighted supply chain 
struggles and the value of 
Wilson’s agricultural commu-
nity, he said.

“As you see what businesses 
are doing and how they are 
adapting to a phrase we’ve 
all come to hate, which is ‘the 
new normal,’ you see that 
businesses are getting creative 
and they are doing new things 
to really help lift each other 
up and support one another,” 
Simons said. “Deans Farm was 
no exception to that. In fact, 
they were the exemplar of 
what that means.”

Since leasing Deans Farm 
Market on N.C. 42 in 2003, 
the Sharps have expanded 
the roadside produce market 
inventory to include ready-
made meals while also bol-
stering community outreach 
and education efforts. Court-
ney Sharp said they’ve kept 
customers’ changing needs 
at the forefront of all deci-
sions.

“Just like any other business 
last year, when the stay-at-
home order was official, we 
scrambled to change our busi-
ness model overnight and we 
set up a drive-thru service,” 
James Sharp said. “Our staff 
was right on board to make it 
happen. It wasn’t easy, but it 
worked.”

In 2020, the chamber decided 

to expand the honors bestowed 
at the small business banquet 
with awards for individual em-
ployees. 

“There are many across our 
small business community 
who contribute meaningfully 
to the fabric of our small busi-
ness community, to our econ-
omy and also to the individual 
business where they work,” 
Simons said.

Thomas Johnson with Muter 
Construction received the Ser-
vice Excellence Award, while 
Tiniya Bridgers at Venus Beaute 
Station and Brody Heath with 
Professional Drug Screening 
Services earned the Leadership 
Excellence Award. 

“What this past year has 
shown us is the value of small 
business in our community. 
When our small businesses 
were closed down slightly 
over a year ago, Wilson closed 
down,” said Tracy Wood, 
a member of the chamber 
board. “I think it is impera-
tive that we look back on the 
last 12 months and recommit 
ourselves to shopping locally, 
supporting our small busi-
nesses in Wilson. 

“When they thrive, we thrive 
as a community.”   

Bruce Deans chats with Deans Farm operator James Sharp while Brenda 
Deans speaks with Courtney Sharp. The Sharps leased Deans Farm in 
2003 and were honored Tuesday as the Wilson Chamber of Commerce’s 
Small Business Leaders of the Year. Brie Handgraaf | Times

Wilson Chamber 
of Commerce 
President Ryan 
Simons smiles 
as Deans Farm 
operators Courtney 
and James 
Sharp thank the 
community after 
being named Small 
Business Leaders 
of the Year. Brie 

Handgraaf | Times
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NORTH CAROLINA WILSON 
COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The undersigned having qualified as 
Executor of the estate of Roger W. 
Silverman, deceased, in the office 
of the Clerk of Superior Court of 
Wilson County, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the said 
deceased to present the same to 
the undersigned on or before the 
10th day of August, 2021, or the 
same will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All person indebted to said 
Estate, please make immediate pay-
ment. This notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of G.S. 28A-14-1.
This the 4th day of May, 2021.
Robert Elliott Norman 120 Woods-
ville Rd. Monroe, NH 03771
L. Patrick Fleming, Jr., attorney and 
Resident Process Agent Connor 
Bunn PLLC P. O. Box 3299 2514 
Nash Street N Wilson, NC 27896
The Wilson Times
May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE: Complaint for Ab-
solute Divorce. Theophulis Newkirk, 
plaintiff, vs. Cynthia Newkirk, 
defendant. Please take notice that 
a pleading seeking relief against 
you. You are required to respond no 
later then May 7, 2021. Theophulis 
Newkirk 252-294-0963.
The Wilson Times
May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 21 
E 187

Having qualified as Administratrix 
of the Estate of John Burton Helms 
of Wilson, NC, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before July 16, 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate please make 
immediate payment.

Elizabeth Powell Helms, Adminis-
tratrix
Janice A. Walston, Attorney
PO Box 279
Wilson, NC  27894-0279
The Wilson Times
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
21 E 167
Having qualified as Administrator 
of the Estate of Ernest Maddux of 
Wilson County, North Carolina, this 
is to notify all persons having claims 
against said Estate to present them 
to the undersigned on or before 
August 2, 2021, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate 
please make immediate payment.
This the 30 th day of April, 2021.

Doris E. Maddux, Executor
Robert A. Farris, Jr., Attorney
Farris & Thomas Law, P.A.
PO Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894-2848

Publish:           04/30/21
05/07/21
05/14/21
05/21/21
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF WILSON

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
20-SP-107

IN THE MATTER OF ETHEL MAYO, 
an Incompetent Person

TO:         BILLY LEE MAYO
              JIMMY T. MAYO, JR.
              JAMES A. MAYO

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action and 
this Notice of Service of Process by 
Publication began on May 7, 2021.

The nature of the relief sought is as 
follows: Jason R. Page, as Guard-
ian of the Estate of Ethel Mayo, has 
filed a Petition to Sell Ward’s Prop-
erty and is regarding Wilson County 
property owned by Ethel Mayo, 
which is more particularly described 
in the Petition.

You are required to make a defense 
to this pleading no later than June 
17, 2021, and upon your failure to 
do so, the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the Court 
relief sought.

This the 7th day of May 2021

Jason R. Page
Guardian of the Estate of Ethel 
Mayo
P.O. Box 1724
Wilson, NC 27894

The Wilson Times
May 7, 14, 21, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order 
of the District Court of Wilson 
County, North Carolina, made 
and entered in the action entitled 
COUNTY OF WILSON vs. The 
HEIRS, ASSIGNS, and DEVISEES 
of CORINE E. BRASWELL, and 
spouse, if any, which may include 
SHARON Y. HORNE and spouse, if 
any, JACQUELINE K. FARMER and 
spouse, if any, CURTIS L. FARMER 
and spouse, if any, and RODNEY 
E. FARMER and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 16-CVD-405, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described real 
property, lying and being in State 
and County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as follows:
    Fronting 75’ on Stantonsburgh 
Street and running back between 
two parallel lines to a depth of 100’, 
being designated as Lots No. 6, 7, 
and 8 upon a plat of the D.C. Sugg 
property recorded in Plat Book 1, 
Page 195, Wilson County Registry, 
reference to said plat as recorded, 
being duly made for a better de-
scription of the same.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3721-55-0721.000    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and county 
taxes and all local improvement 
assessments against the above 
described property not included in 
the judgment in the above-entitled 
cause. Specifically, but without 
limiting the foregoing provisions, this 
sale is subject to 2020 ad valorem 
taxes and the interest that has ac-
crued against the delinquent taxes 
since the filing of the Judgment on 
July 23, 2020. A cash deposit of 20 
percent of the successful bid will be 
required.  In addition, the successful 
bidder will be required, at the time 
the Deed is recorded to pay for 
recording fees and revenue stamps 
assessed by the Wilson County 
Register of Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

Mark D. Bardill, Commissioner

P.O. Box 25                

Trenton, NC  28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021
May 7, 2021

NOTICES

Adult Care

Need 2 - 3 Semi Volunteer
Christian caregivers for wonderful
90 year old Father in East Raleigh.
Needs 24/7 care, stipend $80 for 24

hour. Dad Covid
vaccinated and care giver must be
also. My main caregiver out for 2

months soon. 24/72 hr shifts straight
through. Really need help if able.

Please leave clear voicemail.
773-251-5957. Thank you much!

Cemetery Lots For 
Sale

CEMETERY PROPERTY: I have
some roadside spaces at Evergreen
that I will sell at a deep discount.
Also have vaults and bronze me-
morials that I will sell at half price.
Call 828-406-2200.

Lost/Found Items

LOST
1953 NC State College Class Ring

Gold with Red Ruby Setting
Inside Engraved with

Billy L. Montague
***Reward***

Please Call (252-237-3516

JOBS

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

General Laborer
Various Task

Full Time, Entry Level
Call (252)371-3144

Professionals

JOB POSTING
Town of Stantonsburg
UTILITIES ASSISTANT

Assists the Chief Utilities Operator
with the operation, laboratory, and
maintenance functions of the water

and wastewater utilities of the Town.
Possession or ability to obtain

Grade I Wastewater Operator and
Water Operator Grade C from the

State of North Carolina within time-
frames specified by the Town.

Valid NC Driverʼs License.
Please contact Town Hall for a full
Job Description and Application.

252-238-3608

Restaurant 
Employment

PETS

Dogs

Corkie & Dachshund
Puppies for Sale
Call Brenda at:
(919)965-4779

Found Lost Pets

REWARD!
NO QUESTIONS ASKED.

LOST ON 7/4 A MEDIUM SIZE
BROWN/ WHITE MALE DOG

AROUND 301/ HADLEY.
BLUE COLLAR /LEASH.

DO NOT CHASE!
253-245-4295 / 252-299-4100

STUFF

Quick Sellers

3 BURNER GAS GRILL
used once, Full propane tank

& cover, $125. Call (252)991-6859

For Sale brown high post queen
bed w/box springs and mattress,
chester drawer and dresser (mat-

tress is in a cover) asking $250.00.
Dark brown dinette set table with

high chairs asking $250.00. Brown
king high head board with bed, box
spring and mattress in cover, large

dresser with mirror (like new) asking
$400.00. Black day bed asking

$100.00. End tables with small bar
asking $115.00 and different color
recliner, asking $50.00. Call 252-

291-3060

Garage/Yard Sale

3 Family Yard Sale,
5020 Weaver Rd, Wilson, Sat, 5/8,

7am-12pm
Women & Men Clothes

Kid's Clothes, Household Items &
Much More!!

4 FAMILY YARD SALE
Fri, 5/7, 7am-Until & Sat, 5/8,

7am-1pm
4407 High Meadow Lane
Antique Stereo, Console,

Leaf Blower, House hold Goods,
Men, Women & Lots of Children

Clothes(All Sizes),
Lots & Lots of Misc Items

Please Wear A Mask

4 Family Yard/Rustic Furn Sale
5415 Fairfield Dairy Rd.,

Stantonsburg. Sat, 5/8, 7am-3pm
Women Clothes(M-3X), Linens,

Household Items, Crib, Baby Items,
Boy & Girl Baby Clothes &

Lots of Misc Items.

5011 Ivy Court, Wilson, NC.
Huge yard sale. Lots of toys, unique
items, furniture, old signs, clothes,

etc. Begins Thursday 5/6- Saturday
5/8 Starting at: 8:00 am - Until

Lots to see

Garage/Yard Sale
Sat, 5/8, 6am-12pm,

1306 Colonial Ave, Wilson.
Lawn equip., leather coats, com-
puter printer $15, new boy, small
home camera, boys bicycle $25

Huge Yard Sale
Fri, 5/7 & Sat, 5/8, 8am- Until

Rain date for Fri, 5/7 is Sat, 5/8
3314 Brook Lane

A Little Bit of Everything!!

Multi-family Annual Yard Sale
on Fri, 5/7 & Sat, 5/8
starting at 7:00 am

3161 Old Stantonsburg Road,
Wilson NC, Clean, nice women

& men clothing & shoes,
pocketbooks, Misc house items,

Nice Furn, very nice Boys
clothes & shoes

SECOND BLESSINGS OF ECUMC
100 W NASH ST ELM CITY NC

Open every Saturday 9:00-Noon.
Housewares & Gently used clothing

for the entire family
Most Items are $1-$2-$3

THIS WEEKʼS SPECIAL –Sat. May
8ALL Infants Clothing $1.00 – Buy

One-Get One FREE
ALL Childrenʼs Clothing $2.00- Buy

One-Get One FREE
ALL Ladies Pants/Capris/Short
$2.00 -Buy One-Get One FREE

YOU WONʼT FIND BETTER QUAL-
ITY OR LOWER PRICES

Supporting those in need since
2009

Masks are required-CASH ONLY-
follow us on Facebook

Yard Sale
Saturday, May 8th, 7-11 AM

3002 Deer Path Drive
(Belle Meade)

Men, Women & Kid's Clothing,
Household Items, Toys & Shoes

Yard Sale
Fri, 5/7, 8am-Until

12097 Old Bailey Hwy, Wilson
Lots of Baby Items:

(Changing Table, 3pc Stroller,
Carrier Combo, Bouncer, Car
Seats), Toys, Adult, Boy & Girl
Clothes (0-6 years old), Furn,

Pictures & Lots of Misc

Yard Sale Sat. 5/8 from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. at 1805 Snowden Dr. with fur-
niture and clothes.

Merchandise For 
Sale

For Sale
Remington MOD 1100 Magnum 20
guage full choke. Perfect for tuekey
season. Call 252-235-6224 and
leave message.

RECREATIONAL

Vehicle, Boat & RV
Storage available.

Contact 252-289-6304
for details and rates.

Cars

2007 FORD ESCAPE
Re-built Motor, 4 Cylinder, Auto

Transmission, Cold Air, New Tires,
32 miles per gallon, Good Conditon,

$4,200. See at: 2103 Tarboro St,
Wilson, Call 919-284-4912

For Sale 2008 Acura TL white,
161k, good condition firm $4,995.
Call or text 252-296-6373.

Sports Utility 
Vehicles

0

CHEVY EQUINOX, Grey, LT, 4 cyl-
inder, low mileage, Automatic trans-
mission, Clean, Transmission Slips
sometimes, Pulls good, (Original

$7995) Asking $3500. See at:
103 Tarboro St, Wilson.

Call 919-284-4912
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Public 
Notices

April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO CONSIDER AMENDMENTS TO

CHAPTERS 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, AND 17 
OF

THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 
ORDINANCE

OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF WILSON, NORTH 

CAROLINA

Notice is hereby given that a PUB-
LIC HEARING for a text amendment 
regarding Chapters 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 
and 17 regarding technical changes 
to bring the UDO into compliance 
with changes made by the State 
will be held on Tuesday, May 4, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m., at which time 
any objection or suggestion will be 
duly considered by the Planning & 
Design Review Board.

Also notice is hereby given that the 
City Council of the City of Wilson will 
hold a public hearing on Thurs-
day, May 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider an ordinance to amend 
the Unified Development Ordi-
nance Chapters 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, and 
17 regarding technical changes to 
bring the UDO into compliance with 
changes made by the State.

The City is operating under a State 
of Emergency declaration related to 
the spread of COVID-19. In order 
to remain consistent with limiting 
physical interactions and the poten-
tial spread of COVID-19, there will 
be reduced in-person capacity ac-
cording to state guidelines. The May 
4, 2021 Planning & Design Review 
Board meeting and the May 20, 
2021 City Council meeting will be 
held in Council Chambers located 
on the third floor of City Hall. Facility 
accommodations will be spaced to 
allow appropriate physical distanc-
ing. Face coverings will be required. 
Anyone who wishes to speak during 
the public comment period will be 
required to sign in with the Clerk/
Secretary in Council Chambers 
fifteen minutes prior to the start of 
the business meeting.

Please see the City of Wilson’s 
website for additional details and 
viewing meetings: www.WilsonNC.
org.

Further, one or more Council-
members and/or Board Members 
may participate in this meeting via 
remote communications technol-
ogy. Please see the City of Wilson’s 
Website for additional details on 
participation and viewing meetings: 
www.WilsonNC.org.

Persons with disabilities who need 
accommodation to participate in city 
programs should submit a request 
for accommodation at least 72 hours 
prior to the program.

The full text of the proposed amend-
ments of the Unified Development 
Ordinance of the City of Wilson are 
available for public inspection in the 
office of Development Services at 
City Hall from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, with exception 
of weekends and holidays.

Substantial changes may be made 
to the proposed ordinance based 
upon evidence which may be given 
at the public hearing.
If you have questions concerning 
this request, please contact Land 
Development at (252) 399-2220, 
option 3 then 2.

This the 23rd day of April, 2021.

CITY OF WILSON, NORTH CARO-
LINA
CARLTON L. STEVENS, MAYOR
TONYA WEST, CITY CLERK

PUBLISH: 
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR

CONTIGUOUS ANNEXATION
OF THE CITY OF WILSON, NORTH 

CAROLINA

Notice is hereby given that the City 
Council of the City of Wilson will 
hold a public hearing on Thurs-
day, May 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the voluntary annexation 
of 11.54 acres located along Walker 
Drive, North of NC HWY 42 between 
Trace Drive and Baybrooke Drive.

The City is operating under a State 
of Emergency declaration related to 
the spread of COVID-19. In order 
to remain consistent with limit-
ing physical interactions and the 
potential spread of COVID-19, there 
will be reduced in-person capacity 
according to state guidelines. The 
May 20, 2021 City Council meeting 
will be held in Council Chambers 
located on the third floor of City Hall. 
Facility accommodations will be 
spaced to allow appropriate physical 
distancing. Face coverings will be 
required. Anyone who wishes to 
speak during the public comment 
period will be required to sign in 
with the Clerk/Secretary in Council 
Chambers fifteen minutes prior to 
the start of the business meeting.

Please see the City of Wilson’s 
website for additional details and 
viewing meetings: www.WilsonNC.
org.

Further, one or more Council-

members and/or Board Members 
may participate in this meeting via 
remote communications technol-
ogy. Please see the City of Wilson’s 
Website for additional details on 
participation and viewing meetings: 
www.WilsonNC.org.

Persons with disabilities who need 
accommodation to participate in city 
programs should submit a request 
for accommodation at least 72 hours 
prior to the program.

This the 7th day of May, 2021.

CITY OF WILSON, NORTH CARO-
LINA
CARLTON L. STEVENS, MAYOR
TONYA WEST, CITY CLERK

PUBLISH: 
The Wilson Times
May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF REZONING WITHIN
THE CITY OF WILSON, NORTH 

CAROLINA
AND PUBLIC HEARINGS TO BE 

HELD
May 4th and May 20th, 2021

AT 7:00 P.M.

All citizens and residents of the City 
of Wilson and its extraterritorial zone 
will take notice that the Planning & 
Design Review Board has received 
rezoning requests within the City 
of Wilson, North Carolina for the 
property as described below:

ZONING CHANGE REQUEST 
(Project #21-103)
REQUESTED ZONE: SR4 (Subur-
ban Residential-Low Density)
PRESENT ZONE: GC (General 
Commercial) and GR6 (General 
Residential – Medium Density)
APPLICANT: Richard Herring, 
Herring-Sutton & Associates, P.A.
PROPERTY OWNER(s): Richard 
Smith, Jr
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 103 Can-
terbury Road NW
PROPERTY SIZE: approximately 
1.72 acres (74,923.2 square feet)
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Property 
is located on the South side of Can-
terbury Road, mid-block between 
Hermitage Road and Nash Street.
SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION: 3713-
60-8457.000 (PIN)
PRESENT USE OF PROPERTY: 
Vacant undeveloped

ZONING CHANGE REQUEST 
(Project #21-111)
REQUESTED ZONE: GR6-CD 
(General Residential – Medium 
Density – Conditional District)
PRESENT ZONE: GR6 (General 
Residential – Medium Density)
APPLICANT: Steve Oliverio, Bartlett 
Engineering & Surveying, PC
PROPERTY OWNER(s): Center on 
Maintaining Preferred Aging Ser-
vices and Solutions, Greg Godard, 

Listings By Realtors



Test your play 

 1. On the surface, it might 
seem that it doesn’t matter 
whether you cover the queen 
of diamonds with the king or 
not. But to make certain of the 
contract, you should duck the 
queen. 

 Assuming that South has the 
ace –  – certainly a reasonable 
supposition –  – the contract is 
cold if you let North’s queen 
hold the first trick. The trouble 
with the king play is that South 
can win with the ace and return 
a diamond, allowing North to 
win and shift to a heart. If South 
then turns up with both the 
king and jack of hearts, you will 
eventually lose two hearts and 
two diamonds and go down one.

 But if you duck the diamond, 
you are safe against any attack. 
If North continues the suit, you 
can win any return by South, 
cash the A-K of clubs and ruff 
a club in dummy, draw trump, 
then lead a heart to the ten. 
Even if South wins with the 
jack, you have the rest of the 
tricks against any return.

 If instead North shifts to a 
heart at trick two, you rise with 
the ace, draw trump, play the 
A-K and ruff a club, then lead 
the king of diamonds. South 
wins with the ace, but whatever 
he returns, you are home, losing 
only two diamonds and a heart.

 2. You start by assuming that 
North has the king of spades, 
since if South has it you will 
make at least 10 tricks via a 
spade finesse. You also assume 
that North’s seven is his fourth-
best heart, which means he 
might have led from K-Q-8-7-x, 
K-10-8-7-x or Q-10-8-7-x. (With 
K-Q-10-7-x, he presumably 
would have led the king.)

 The best way of dealing with 
these three possibilities –  – 
which constitute the only real 
threat to the contract –  – is 
to go up with the ace at trick 
one. This play fails in the first 
case, but succeeds in the other 
two even when North has the 
spade king.

 The reason for rising with 
the ace is that it blocks the 
defenders’ hearts if South start-
ed with the K-x or Q-x, while 
ducking the opening heart lead 
allows South to win and return 
a heart, unblocking the suit.

 Tomorrow: A fatal slip.

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Proceed with caution. 
If you jump into something before you have all 
the details, it will likely exceed what you want to 
spend. Use charm, and refuse to commit to any-
thing until you are sure it is best for you. H H H 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Take care of loose 
ends, and you will feel less stressed. Healthy 
activities are an excellent way to maximize your 
physical and emotional well-being. Try some-
thing you’ve never done, and you will discover a 
new outlet and make friends. H H H H 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be open to sugges-
tions, but don’t let anyone take over. Don’t take 
on too much; you won’t have the stamina to live 
up to your promises. Putting things off and being 
secretive about missing your deadline won’t help. 
H H 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Work in conjunction 
with people who think like you. Together you can 
make a difference or achieve an objective that 
will improve your life and surroundings. A family 
project will bring you closer. Romance is in the 
stars. H H H H H  

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Put your energy into some-
thing that will make a difference. Work alongside 
people who share your opinion and concerns. 
Don’t take sides or waste time on no-win situ-
ations. Avoid shared expenses and indulgence. 
Walk away from unstable conditions. H H H H H 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Make plans with a 
friend, relative or lover. You don’t have to spend 
money to have fun. A lifestyle change will boost 
your ego and give you the confidence to share 
your feelings and intentions. Romance will en-
hance your day. H H H 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Think about what you 
want. Find out what’s entailed if you’re going 
to avoid costly mistakes. Make a point to finish 
what you start. Stick to a plan and budget. Use 
your intelligence in order to avoid an argument. 
H H H 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Uncertainty will 
leave you at odds regarding a situation with a 
friend, relative or colleague. Don’t do anything 
that might jeopardize a meaningful relationship 
or your living arrangements. Put everything in 
order. H H H 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Protect your 

home and possessions. Be thoughtful about the 
information you share. Look for a way to stabilize 
your position, and bring unity and security to 
you and your loved ones. Keep a level head when 
faced with temptation. H H H H H 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Home improve-
ments will cost more than anticipated. Don’t try 
to get everything done all at once. Bide your time 
and budget wisely. You may want to impress or 
please someone you love, but be realistic; you 
can’t buy love. H H H H 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You’ll face opposi-
tion from a friend, relative or colleague. Listen 
to suggestions, but don’t let anyone force you 
into something you don’t want to do. Keep your 
life, plans and relationships with others friendly 
and straightforward. A positive attitude will ease 
tension. H H H 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Use your imagination, 
and you’ll come up with a plan to manipulate 
a situation that will improve your life and your 
relationship with someone special. Charm, intel-
lect and romance will bring you one step closer to 
your dream. H H H 

CONTRACT BRIDGE

POPEYE

PEANUTS

THE BORN LOSER

BEETLE BAILEY

BARNEY GOOGLE & SNUFFY SMITH

DENNIS THE MENACE

THE LOCKHORNS

STEVE BECKER

ZIGGY

HOROSCOPE    EUGENIA LAST

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese 
puzzle based on logic, reasoning, 
and patience. To solve Sudoku, 
just fill in each 3x3 subgrid with a 
digit 1-9; some digits are already 
given. Every column, row and 
subgrid must contain the digits 
1-9 only once. Now get your pen-
cils ready and give it a try! You’ll 
see why it’s so addicting!

CROSSWORD

(Answers tomorrow)

Yesterday’s When the marine flatfish was the only fish 

Answer
here:

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  

All Rights Reserved.

G
e
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th
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w
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@

P
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le

CUONE

NPDEU

IRHODA

GTAIMS

(Answers tomorrow)

GRAND SNARL DIVERT ABACUSYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: he rote tors at in ham ala e an’t sit 
down on the job, so they — STAND GUARD

Previous 

Edition’s 

Answers
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Educators Educators Apartments

Apartments

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Public 
Notices

Chairman
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 906 Jordan 
St S
PROPERTY SIZE: approximately 
0.17 acres (7,405.2 square feet)
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: North 
side of Jordan St S, mid-block 
between Woodrow and Barnhill 
Streets.
SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION: 3711-96-
9313.000 (PIN)
PRESENT USE OF PROPERTY: 
Vacant undeveloped

A PUBLIC HEARING for the rezon-
ing request(s) will be held virtually 
on Tuesday, May 4, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time any objection or 
suggestion will be duly considered 
by the Planning & Design Review 
Board.

A PUBLIC HEARING for the rezon-
ing request(s) will be virtually on 
Thursday, May 20 th , 2021 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time any objection or 
suggestion will be duly considered 
by the City Council.

The City is operating under a State 
of Emergency declaration related to 
the spread of COVID-19. In order to 
remain consistent with limiting physi-
cal interactions and the potential 
spread of COVID-19, there will be 
reduced in-person capacity accord-
ing to state guidelines. The May 4, 
2021 Planning & Design Review 
Board meeting and the May 20, 
2021 City Council meeting will be 
held in Council Chambers located 
on the third floor of City Hall. Facility 
accommodations will be spaced to 
allow appropriate physical distanc-
ing. Face coverings will be required. 
Anyone who wishes to speak during 
the public comment period will be 
required to sign in with the Clerk/
Secretary in Council Chambers 
fifteen minutes prior to the start of 
the business meeting.

Please see the City of Wilson’s 
website for additional details and 
viewing meetings: www.WilsonNC.
org

Further, one or more Council-
members and/or Board Members 
may participate in this meeting via 
remote communications technol-
ogy. Please see the City of Wilson’s 
Website for additional details on 
participation and viewing meetings: 
www.WilsonNC.org.

If you have questions concerning 
this request, please contact Land 
Development at (252) 399-2220, 
option 3 then 2.

Persons with disabilities who need 
accommodation to participate in city 
programs should submit a request 
for accommodation at least 72 hours 
prior to the program.

This the 23rd of April, 2021

CITY OF WILSON, NORTH CARO-
LINA
CARLTON L. STEVENS, MAYOR
TONYA A. WEST, CITY CLERK

PUBLISH: 
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. WILLIS L. WILLIAMS 
and spouse, if any, and all possible 
heirs and assignees of WILLIS L. 
WILLIAMS and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 16-CVD-1103, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last and 
highest bidder at public auction at 
the courthouse door in Wilson Coun-
ty, North Carolina, Wilson, North 
Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, noon, the 
following described real property, 
lying and being in Wilson Town-
ship, State and County aforesaid, 
and more particularly described as 
follows:
    Being Lot No. 10 in Block 12 as 
shown by a map of the Singletary 
property recorded in Book 72, Page 
482, said lot fronting 46.66 feet 
on the southerly side of Rountree 
Street and running back therefrom 
between parallel lines a distance of 
135 feet. For back reference, see 
deed recorded in Book 1781, Page 
181, Wilson County Registry and 
00-SP-158.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3721-66-3578    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 

fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.
    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF WILSON
FOR CONVEYANCE OF PROPER-
TY LOCATED AT 3100 STANTONS-
BURG ROAD

WHEREAS, the Local Develop-
ment Act of 1925 authorizes cities 
or counties to make appropriations, 
and to acquire and convey interests 
in real property for the purposes of 
aiding and encouraging the location 
of manufacturing enterprises, and 
locating industrial and commercial 
plants in the county which will, in the 
discretion of the governing body of 
the city or county, increase the pop-
ulation, taxable property, agricultural 
industries, employment, industrial 
output, or business prospects of the 
city or county; and

WHEREAS, Cities may acquire and 
hold for resale real property for the 
purpose of encouraging economic 
development as authorized by 
N.C.G.S. 158-7.1(a) and (b)(2); and

WHEREAS, City of Wilson acquired 
the real property located at 3100 
Stantonsburg Rd, Wilson, NC, be-
ing a portion of PIN 3720-86-1702 
and more particularly described as 
follows:

Being all of that certain property 
shown as “Tract 1” on a plat entitled 
“PROPERTY OF CITY OF WILSON” 
dated August 15, 2016 surveyed 
by Bartlett Engineering & Survey-
ing, PC and recorded in Plat Book 
40 Page 242 of the Wilson County 
Registry.

(the “Property”); and

WHEREAS, the interest in the 
Property was acquired by the City 
of Wilson through the Deeds at 
Book 1183, Page 230, Book 1701, 
Page 695 and Book 2658, Page 
872 of the Wilson County Registry 
to be held for the public purpose of 
economic development; and

WHEREAS, Max Power Associates, 
LLC (“Buyer”) desires to purchase 
a portion of the Property for the in-
dustrial use of the development of a 
biomass energy Generating Facility 
(the “Project”);

WHEREAS, the City desires to 
authorize the conveyance of a 
portion of said Property interest to 
Buyer, in accordance with the terms 
of N.C.G.S. 158-7.1(d) and further 
subject to the terms and conditions 
hereinafter set forth; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined 
that conveying the Property to Buyer 
will aid and encourage the location 
of industrial or commercial industry 
in the City of Wilson, increase 
the population, taxable property, 
employment, industrial output, or 
business prospects of the City, and 
stimulate the local economy and 
promote business; and

WHEREAS , the Buyer will (i) invest 
at least Twenty Million and No/100 
Dollars ($20,000,000.00) in the 
Project, and (ii) create at least ten 
(10) jobs with an average salary of 
Forty Thousand and No/100 Dollars 
($40,000.00); and

WHEREAS, the construction of 
the improvements will increase 
the taxable property and business 
prospects of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined 
that additional public benefit from 
the aforesaid improvements will 
include, inter alia, additional ad 
valorem tax revenues for the City of 
Wilson and additional employment 
opportunities for the citizens of the 
City of Wilson; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with 
the terms of N.C.G.S. 158-7.1, and 
subject to the other terms and condi-
tions hereinafter set forth, and such 
additional terms as the City Council 
may impose following a public hear-
ing, the City desires to convey the 
Property for economic development.

THEREFORE, NOTICE is hereby 
given that the City Council of the 
City of Wilson will hold a public 
hearing to consider the transac-
tion referred to herein, the specific 
terms and conditions of which are 
proposed as follows:

1. The City of Wilson will convey a 

portion of said Property by the terms 
and conditions of a Purchase and 
Economic Development Agree-
ment to be entered on or before the 
conveyance of the property.

2. The value of the Property is 
Twenty Thousand and No/100 Dol-
lars per acre
($20,000.00/acre).

3. The consideration to be paid by 
Buyer s hall be Twenty Thousand 
and No/100 Dollars per acre 
($20,000.00/acre) of the fee simple 
portion of the Property, and the 
acreage shall be determined based 
on a Plat.

4. Additional consideration to be 
provided by Buyer is the investment 
in the Project of $20,000,000.00, 
and the creation of 10 jobs in the 
community.

NOTICE is further given that the 
City Council reserves the right to 
impose such additional or different 
covenants, conditions and restric-
tions as it deems appropriate in its 
discretion.

NOTICE is further given that the 
City Council of the City of Wilson 
will hold a public hearing on the 
conveyance of the Property at its 
regular meeting on May 20, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, Municipal Building, 112 
North Goldsboro Street, Wilson, 
North Carolina. Due to COVID-19, 
be advised that the manner of public 
input on this matter may be modified 
to be by submission of written com-
ments or by electronic participation 
rather than in-person. In addition, 
the meeting location is subject to 
change depending on the status 
of the current state of emergency. 
Interested persons should check 
the City’s website at www.wilsonnc.
org or contact the City Clerk’s office 
at twest@wilsonnc.org or (252) 
399-2302.

NOTICE is further given the City 
Council of the City of Wilson intends 
to approve the conveyance of 
the property following the Public 
Hearing.

All interested citizens are invited to 
appear and be heard.

This the 7th day of May, 2021.

Tonya A. West
City Clerk
City of Wilson

Publish: May 7, 2021
Affidavit Requested
The Wilson Times
May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. ROY C. TEDDER and 
spouse, if any, and all possible heirs 
and assignees of ROY C. TEDDER 
and spouse, if any, or any other 
person or entity claiming thereunder, 
et al, 20-CVD-290, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 12th day 
of May, 2021, offer for sale and sell 
for cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the court-
house door in Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Wilson, North Carolina at 
12:00 o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, lying and 
being in State and County aforesaid, 
and more particularly described as 
follows:
    Fronting 71 feet on Jefferson 
Street; and being Lot No. 20 of 
Block L of the Warren Street Urban 
Renewal Area, a plat of which is 
recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 43, 
Wilson County Registry. It being one 
of the lots conveyed to E.B. Jordan, 
Jr., by deed recorded in Book 1058, 
page 445, Wilson County Registry. 

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3712-71-3432.000    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.
    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  

28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

Legal NOTICE OF SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION, State of North Caro-
lina, Wilson County

By: City of Wilson

TO: Linda Linton Joyner and/or 
parties of interest of Unit/Lot # 1, 6, 
7, 12, 13, 15, and/or 16 Village Park, 
Mobile Home Park and the owners 
of all mobile/manufactured homes 
located thereon, 301 Harper St, NE; 
PIN # 3722-62-2205

TAKE NOTICE that the City of 
Wilson Code Enforcement Officer 
conducted hearings on April 12, 
2021 to determine if the structures 
located on the above-referenced 
properties were in violation of State 
and City building regulations. Having 
found that such structures are in 
violation of said laws and are an 
imminent threat to public health and 
safety, the Building Inspector has 
ordered the structure(s) be repaired 
or demolished and removed within 
60 days of his order dated April 26, 
2021. Should such action not take 
place, the City of Wilson will pro-
ceed with immediate demolition of 
the structure(s). Brooks Wadsworth, 
Code Enforcement Officer, City of 
Wilson, 252-399-2240.

Publish on: May 7, 2021

Affidavit Requested
The Wilson Times
May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE
    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. JAMES A. HILL, JR., 
and spouse, VANESSA D. HILL, and 
all possible heirs and assignees of 
JAMES A HILL, JR., and spouse, 
VANESSA D. HILL, or any other 
person or entity claiming thereunder, 
et al, 18-CVD-84, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 12th day 
of May, 2021, offer for sale and sell 
for cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the court-
house door in Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Wilson, North Carolina at 
12:00 o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, lying and 
being in Gardners Township, State 
and County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as follows:
    Being all of Lot 1, containing 
21.14 acres, as shown on a map en-
titled “Property of Billy J. Grady and 
wife, Marion C. Grady”, which map 
is recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 
79, Wilson County Registry.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    This conveyance is made subject 
to a 120 day right of redemption by 
the United States of America pursu-
ant to 26 U.S.C. Section 7425 and 
28 U.S.C. Section 2410.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3743-84-0378    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.
    This sale is subject to a 120 day 
right of redemption by the United 
States of America pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. Section 7425 and 28 U.S.C. 
Section 2410.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.    

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

Public Notice
Paxton Bonded Storages, Inc., 
Agent for Paxton Mini-Storages, 

Inc., 715 S. Tarboro Street, Wilson, 
NC 27893 has a possessory lien 
on all goods stored in the following 
units:

C55 Lakayla sanders
K10 Tina Hudson
K22 J S Thompson

All these items or personal property 
in the above listed units will be sold 
in order to satisfy the amounts due 
on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 11:00 
a.m. The sale will take place at: 
www.storagetreasures .com. The 
sale online starts on Tuesday, May 
11, 2021. Today’s date is Friday, 
May 7, 2021. Paxton Bonded Stor-
ages, Inc. Agent for Paxton Mini-
Storages, Inc.
The Wilson Times
May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE 
SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. The HEIRS, AS-
SIGNS, and DEVISEES of JUANITA 
WATSON and spouse, if any, which 
may include BRENDA K. WATSON 
and spouse, if any, or any other 
person or entity claiming thereunder, 
and MARY ELIZABETH ARTIS and 
spouse, if any, and all possible heirs 
and assignees of MARY ELIZA-
BETH ARTIS and spouse, if any, or 
any other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 06-CVD-1976, the 
undersigned Commissioner will on 
the 12th day of May, 2021, offer for 
sale and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described real 
property, lying in State and County 
aforesaid, and more particularly 
described as follows:
    That certain lot on the North side 
of Aycock Street beginning at an 
iron stake on the property line of 
Aycock Street which iron stake is 
located N. 85 degrees 00’ W. 60 feet 
from Woodrow Street, runs thence 
with and along Aycock Street N. 85 
degrees 00’ W. 55 feet to an iron 
stake cornering, runs thence N. 
6 degrees 33’ W. 101.7 feet to an 
iron stake, cornering, runs thence 
N. 89 degrees 50’ E. 52 feet to an 
iron stake, cornering, runs thence 
S. 8 degrees 42’ E. 106.2 feet to the 
point of beginning.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3721-06-0734    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

Public Notice
Paxton Mini-Storages, Inc., Agent 
for Barnes Square Mini Storages, 
1724 Martin Luther King Parkway, 
Wilson, NC 27893 has a posses-
sory lien on all goods stored in the 
following units:

A08 J A Hall
A09 Renee Daniels
B13 D M Randolph

All these items or personal property 
in the above listed units will be sold 
in order to satisfy the amounts due 
on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 10:00 
a.m. The sale will take place at: 
www.storagetreasures .com. The 
sale online starts on Tuesday, May 
11, 2021. Today’s date is Friday, 
May 7, 2021. Paxton Mini-Storages, 
Inc., Agent for Barnes Square Mini 
Storages.
The Wilson Times
May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an order of 
the District Court of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY OF 
WILSON vs. JAMES A. HILL, JR., 
and spouse, VANESSA HILL, and 
all possible heirs and assignees of 
JAMES A. HILL, JR., and spouse, 
VANESSA HILL, or any other person 
or entity claiming thereunder, et 
al, 10-CVD-1671, the undersigned 
Commissioner will on the 12th day 
of May, 2021, offer for sale and sell 
for cash, to the last and highest 
bidder at public auction at the court-
house door in Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Wilson, North Carolina at 
12:00 o’clock, noon, the following 
described real property, lying and 
being in Gardners Township, State 
and County aforesaid, and more 
particularly described as follows:
    That certain real estate located in 
Gardners Township Wilson County, 
North Carolina, and more particu-
larly described as follows:  BEING 
all of Lot 3 containing 0.92 acres as 
shown on a plat entitled “Property 
of James A. Hill, Jr.” which map is 
recorded in Plat Book 32, Page 47, 
Wilson County Registry, reference 
to which plat is hereby made for 
a more complete and accurate 
description.  

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.   

    This conveyance is made subject 
to a 120 day right of redemption by 
the United States of America pursu-
ant to 26 U.S.C. Section 7425 and 
28 U.S.C. Section 2410.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3743-74-6157    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and county 
taxes and all local improvement 
assessments against the above 
described property not included in 
the judgment in the above-entitled 
cause. Specifically, but without 
limiting the foregoing provisions, 
this sale is subject to 2018, 2019 
and 2020 ad valorem taxes and the 
interest that has accrued against the 
delinquent taxes since the filing of 
the Judgment on October 26, 2017.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This sale is subject to a 120 day 
right of redemption by the United 
States of America pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. Section 7425 and 28 U.S.C. 
Section 2410. 

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 
Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021 

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

Legal NOTICE OF SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION, State of North 
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Carolina, Wilson County By: City of 
Wilson Re: 

Ulises Orea Barrera, Joseph R. 
Daniels, George A. Weaver, Trustee, 
owners of record of 609 Viola St. E; 
The Galloway Group, Inc., Provi-
dence Bank f/ka Cornerstone Bank, 
Robert H. Ladd, III, Substitution 
Trustee, owners of record of 403 
Academy St. E.

Take notice that the City of Wilson 
has inspected and cited the building 
on the above referenced real prop-
erty for being in violation of City and 
State building regulations.  A hearing 
will be held before the Community 
Improvement Specialist, Jonathan 
Rogers or his designee on May 12, 
2021, at 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
respectively, at the Wilson City Hall 
located at 112 Goldsboro Street, 
Wilson, NC, at which time all own-
ers and parties of interest shall be 
entitled to be heard in person or by 
counsel and to present evidence. 
After the hearing the City may issue 
an order requiring the owner to 
repair, close, vacate, or demolish 
the building as appears appropriate.  
Jonathan Rogers, Community Im-
provement Specialist City of Wilson, 
252-399-2216
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

    NOTICE OF TAX FORECLO-
SURE SALE

    Under and by virtue of an 
order of the District Court of 
Wilson County, North Carolina, 
made and entered in the action 
entitled COUNTY OF WILSON vs. 
JOHNNY MOSLEY SALTER and 
spouse, if any, and all possible 
heirs and assignees of JOHNNY 
MOSLEY SALTER and spouse, 
if any, or any other person or 
entity claiming thereunder, and 
FRANKIE LYNN JACKSON and 
spouse, if any, and all possible 
heirs and assignees of FRANKIE 
LYNN JACKSON and spouse, 
if any, or any other person or 
entity claiming thereunder, et al, 
17-CVD-246, the undersigned 

Commissioner will on the 12th 
day of May, 2021, offer for sale 
and sell for cash, to the last and 
highest bidder at public auction 
at the courthouse door in Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Wilson, 
North Carolina at 12:00 o’clock, 
noon, the following described real 
property, lying and being in Wilson 
Township, State and County 
aforesaid, and more particularly 
described as follows:
    That certain lot designated as 
Lot No. 17 on plat entitled “Property 
of W.O. Harrison” made by L.M. 
Phelps, Registered Engineer, in 
December, 1953, which plat is of re-
cord in Plat Book 7, Page 12, Wilson 
County Registry, reference being 
hereby made to said plat for a more 
particular description of said lot.

    Subject to restrictive covenants 
and easements of record.

    Parcel Identification Number: 
3732-43-3225.000    
    The undersigned Commissioner 
makes no warranties in connection 
with this property and specifically 
disclaims any warranties as to title 
and habitability.  This property is 
being sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
    This sale will be made subject to 
all outstanding city and county taxes 
and all local improvement assess-
ments against the above described 
property not included in the judg-
ment in the above-entitled cause.  
A cash deposit of 20 percent of the 
successful bid will be required.  In 
addition, the successful bidder will 
be required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for recording 
fees and revenue stamps assessed 
by the Wilson County Register of 
Deeds.
    This sale is subject to upset bid 
as set forth in N.C.G.S. Section 
1-339.25.

    This the 15th day of April, 2021.

                                                              

                            Mark D. Bardill, 

Commissioner

                            P.O. Box 25                

                            Trenton, NC  
28585
Publication dates:
April 30, 2021

May 7, 2021

The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
21 E 311
Having qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of Robert Joseph Ellis of 
Wilson County, North Carolina, this 
is to notify all persons having claims 
against said Estate to present them 
to the undersigned on or before 
August 2, 2021, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate 
please make immediate payment.
This the 30 th day of April, 2021.

Jimmy Pappas, Executor
Allen G. Thomas, Attorney
Farris & Thomas Law, P.A.
PO Box 2848
Wilson, NC 27894-2848

Publish:          
04/30/21
05/07/21
05/14/21
05/21/21
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 21 
E 352

Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of Cecil David Rhodes 
Jr. of Wilson, NC, this is to notify 
all persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before August 9, 
2021 or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate please make 
immediate payment.

Cecil David Rhodes III

Janice A. Walston, Attorney
PO Box 279
Wilson, NC  27894-0279
The Wilson Times
May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E33

Having qualified as the
EXECUTOR of the Estate of
FRED JAMES SCOTT of Wilson 
County, North Carolina, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims against 
the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 28 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
TAMMY SCOTT
2231 PANOLA STREET
TARBORO, NC 27886
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E225

Having qualified as the Executrix of 
the Estate of Lois Price Mckenzie 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Jul 28 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.

Lanier, king & Paysour, PLLC
C/O: Karen M. Chiancone
108 S. Pitt Street
Greenville, NC 27834
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E300

Having qualified as the As Executor, 
to receive and administer all of the 
assets belonging to the estate, of 
the Estate of JoAnn Gay Newcomb 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Jul 28 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 

All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.

Jeffrey Dale Newcomb
for JoAnn Newcomb
5339 Bloomery Rd.
Wilson, NC 27896
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.20E819

Having qualified as the
TIFFANY J. ROBINSON
as Administrator  of the Estate of 
ERWIN J. ROBINSON
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Aug 05 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.
TIFFANY J. ROBINSON
c/o ELDRETH LAW FIRM, PC
115 S. SAINT MARY’S ST. STE C
RALEIGH, NC 27603
The Wilson Times
April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21 E 358

ADMINISTRATRIX, having qualified 
as the ADMINISTRATRIX of the 
Estate of DANNY MELVIN CAPPS 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or be-
fore Aug 12 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate, 
please make immediate payment.
CAROLYN MCLEAN
5922 WESTCREEK PL
RALEIGH, NC 27606
The Wilson Times
May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E284

Having qualified as the
CO-EXECUTOR of the Estate of 
AUDREY M. PRIDGEN of Wilson 
County, North Carolina, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims against 

the Estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before Jul 21 
2021, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
SUZANNE PHILLIPPS
CO-EXECUTOR
2126 HWY 42 E
WILSON, NC 27893
GLENN WELLS
CO-EXECUTOR
3001 FALLING MAPLE DRIVE
WILSON, NC 27896
The Wilson Times
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E264

Having qualified as the Adminis-
trateix of the Estate of Chester 
Clayton Mitchell of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate to present them to the under-
signed on or before Jul 21 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make immedi-
ate payment.

Jennifer M Wood
.
PO BOX 2736
Sharpsburg NC 27878
The Wilson Times
April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 2021

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Case No.21E332

Having qualified as the EXECU-
TOR of the Estate of RUTH M. 
ARMSTRONG(AKA RUTH T. ARM-
STRONG) of Wilson County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before Jul 28 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, please make immediate 
payment.
WILLIE E. ARMSTRONG JR.
3722 HUNTLEY MEADOWS LANE
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22306
The Wilson Times
April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 2021
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