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Shoppes at Brentwood 243-5707

Rec soccer
With the season winding down for Wilson Parks and Recreation Department’s
2021 youth soccer program, play was intense for all age groups on a recent
Saturday at the Gillette Soccer Athletic Complex.

Want to see more? Visit wideawakewilson.com
TELL US ABOUT YOUR EVENT! Wide Awake Wilson, a monthly publication of The Wilson Times, is a guide to arts, entertainment and leisure in Wilson. It is published at the first
of each month. Deadline for submitting information to Wide Awake Wilson is the 15th of the previous month. By that date, send us the date, time, location, price, a brief description and
your contact information. You can reach us through any of our social media platforms or by email at waw@wilsontimes.com or lisa@wilsontimes.com
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Arts center opens this month
By Janelle Clevinger

Moving is never easy, whether it’s
moving into a new home or moving
an entire business. Now imagine having your business and its employees
divided up into several locations in
town.
That is what Wilson Arts has been
doing for the past three years: offices
near the Vollis Simpson Whirligig
Park; gallery, gift shop, box office
and performance space at the Edna
Boykin Cultural Center; and theater
rehearsals, well, everywhere.
That time has now come to an end
with the May opening of the new Wilson Arts Center at 204 Nash St. N.
“Having our staff divided among
spaces has been challenging, and
we have felt the separation and are
thankful we can finally get settled
in an ideal work environment,” said
Cathy Hardison, Wilson Arts executive director. “For our actors, it

will be easier to keep up with where
rehearsals are being held. For the
past three years, we have been rehearsing and holding activities all
over town wherever we could find
some space. I’m so excited that activities can now be held between the
Wilson Arts Center and the Edna
Boykin Cultural Center to create an
epicenter for creativity that reverberates throughout Wilson County
and beyond.”
The new center building, which
was built in 1956 as a Roses department store, has been painstakingly
renovated during the past three years
into a massive showplace that will
feature revolving art exhibitions, rehearsal space, class space, meeting
rental space and a large gift shop.
“Improved facilities for Wilson
Arts is something that our organization has sought for more than
10 years, and there are tears of joy
and appreciation as we reach this

The gift shop at the new Wilson Arts Center will continue to carry a variety of art
for sale. Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake Wilson

milestone in our journey,” Hardison
said. “It has been a roller coaster of
challenges and victories for myself,
the board of directors, the staff and
our constituents. If it were not for the
foundation laid before me and for the
Wilson community coming together
to make this happen, we would not
have come this far. It has been truly
a humbling and inspiring experience
to be a part of.”
The new center will open May 6,
coinciding with the first exhibition
in the new building that will feature
work from the Wilson Camera Club
and art from the collection of Allen
Thomas Jr.
“Celebrating our community of
artists and art lovers felt like the
right way to kick off the new space,”
Hardison said.
The large gift shop area has already benefited from the new location by being able to accept the work
of 20 new artists from Wilson and
around the state.
Wilson Arts plans to celebrate the
opening of the center all year long,
with a new celebratory logo being
created for designated grand opening events throughout the year.
“Our organization serves many demographics and sectors, and this felt
like the best way to celebrate with
everyone because the arts are for ev-

eryone,” Hardison said.
Wilson Arts gallery calendar for the
upcoming year features a balanced
mix of media, artist backgrounds,
community shows and work by professional artists.
“Over the next year we plan to host
some exhibits that just were not possible in our previous spaces,” Hardison said.
“Our new facility will help us reach
new heights and give us the capability of doing some different and
diverse shows.”
The Hammond Gallery, located
within the Boykin Center, will remain
both an art gallery and small gift
shop, with exhibitions rotating on a
quarterly basis.
“We have received positive feedback from our theater goers and
touring performing arts artists on the
visual arts offerings in the Hammond
Gallery, and that will continue moving forward,” Hardison said.
Summer camps will be held in the
new center and at the Boykin Center. A list of camps can be found at:
camps – http://www.wilsonarts.com.
Hours for the new Wilson Arts Center will be Tuesday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning
May 6. For more information about
the center, call 252-291-4329 or visit
www.wilsonarts.com.
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Photographs kick off center’s first gallery show
For Wide Awake Wilson

Wilson Arts will host its first exhibit in the brandnew gallery space at the Wilson Arts Center this
month. The exhibit run to June 17.
Photographers from The Wilson Camera Club
will display some of their favorite works, opening
with a reception on Thursday, May 6, from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. The reception is free and open to the
public. Featured photographers include Hilton
Best, Jay Gallimore, Bill Howard, Ralph Kennedy,
Glenda Lamphere, Bill Proseus, Matt Proseus, Matt
Shaw, Tom Simpson, Jackie Tate and Alisha Whitley.
This event is free and open to the public.
The Wilson Camera Club dates back more than
40 years and includes members of all skill levels
with a common interest — yearning to learn more
about how to use a digital SLR camera to take their
best interpretation of an image. Education about
photography has always been the club’s top priority, and they take great pride in mentoring one
another and providing learning opportunities for
members. Monthly meetings, outings, guest speakers and photo assignments help keep things active
and interesting. To find out more about The Wilson Camera Club, visit the club’s Facebook page.

This photograph by Bill Proseus is part of the Wilson
Camera Club Show.

THOMAS EXHIBIT
Also on display will be works from the private
collection of Wilson native Allen Thomas Jr. He
has had solo exhibitions of his collection at numerous museums, including Raleigh’s North Carolina
Museum of Art, CAM and most recently Eyes on
Main Street gallery last year. He also has generously loaned works to more than 50 exhibitions

Farmers market back open
For Wide Awake Wilson

The 2021 Wilson Farmers & Artisan
Market season will run every Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon, through through
Sept. 4. The market is located in historic downtown Wilson, underneath
and around the pavilion of the Vollis
Simpson Whirligig Park.
Vendors will sell plants, herbs, produce, seafood, meats, eggs, baked
goods, cut flowers, honey, smoothies,
bath and body products, CBD products, pottery, jewelry, crafted treasures and more.
This season there will be more
eat-on-sight food options, according
to Meg Edwards, market manager.
Natural High Smoothies of the Projech 86 food truck team will attend
every Saturday, and the other three
trucks — Fat & Skinnys, Item9 Pizza
and El Chambis — will rotate weekly.
Two downtown businesses, Tig’s
Courtyard and Treat Yo’ Self, will
also vend refreshments, coffee, and a
variety of breakfast/snack items.

There will be regular participation
of nonprofits and community groups,
and the very popular, Washington
Crab seafood vendor will be at the
market every Saturday with a variety
of fresh, local seafood.

MAY HIGHLIGHTS
On May 1, the market will host the
Blood Connection blood mobile. All
donors will receive a free $20 prepaid gift card (Visa or Mastercard)
and free COVID-19 antibodies testing. Register through the QR code
or website link posted on the event
found on our @WilsonFarmersArtisanMarket.
On May 8, the market will host
Maggiepalooza at the Market. This
is the Maggie Society annual fundraiser. It’s a family-friendly event
with additional food trucks (Roasted
& Toasted and Kona Ice of Wendell),
raffle prizes, a silent auction, music,
special Maggie Merchandise, foster/
adoption information and more.

worldwide and has donated more than 100 works
to permanent institutional collections.
Thomas has served on the boards of trustees of
NCMA, CAM and is the current president of the
board of directors for the Vollis Simpson Whirligig
Park.
With a compulsion to collect, he continually acquires new works. To this end, this exhibit will be
showing works not yet seen here in Wilson.
“We are very fortunate to have such a prolific
collector right here in Wilson,” said Dee Dee Oliver, visual arts coordinator for Wilson Arts.
While Thomas collects all forms of contemporary art, he has been collecting photography for
nearly 30 years and has built one of North Carolina’s largest privately held art collections.
His latest venture is Artsuite, an online platform
and art marketplace that connects artists with collectors and galleries with communities. This online
format showcases artists and promotes their works
— several of which will be on display in this exhibit.
The Wilson Arts Center is located at 204 Nash
St. S. The galleries and gift shop will be open Tuesdays-Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning
on Thursday, May 6; masks/face coverings are
required for all guests, and social distancing protocols will be in place.
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Youth exhibit wraps up
Eyes on Main Street season
Local students featured
in gallery show
For Wide Awake Wilson

This month’s Eyes on Main Street
Gallery on Goldsboro Street will
present a retrospective of four years
of youth programs.
The exhibit will be a large retrospective and will fill two spaces of the
gallery.
The show will run May 1-29. Gallery hours are noon to 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday,
and noon to 6 p.m. on Fridays.
EOMS has worked with more than
300 Wilson youths to create a very
extensive portfolio.
Staff worked with after school
programs and schools around the
county: The SPOT, Save-a-Youth, The

Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club,
Hearne Elementary School, Integrity
Unlimited, Diversified Opportunities,
Sallie B. Howard School of Arts and
Science, Vick Elementary School and
the Eastern North Carolina School
for the Deaf. The students walked
around Wilson taking photos under
the guidance of skilled photographers.
The program has been supported
by large grants, mainly from The
Diane Dammeyer Initiative working
with Columbia College Chicago, and
all the equipment was on loan from
Canon USA.
This program is run by Peter Fitzpatrick, EOMS education director,
and his team of docents and photographers.
The exhibit will conclude the sixth
edition of Eyes on Main Street. The
main outdoor exhibition will come
down on May 15.

Comedian in the house
Comedian Chris Porter will perform
at Brewmasters at 8 p.m. May 5. Porter was a finalist in NBC’s “Last Comic Standing” and released a Netflix,
one-hour special “Ugly and Angry.”
He has appeared on Tommy Chong’s
“Comedy @ 420” on Showtime, “The
Arsenio Show” and Comedy.TV. Tickets for the event can be purchased
through EventBrite. Brewmasters is
located at 2117 Forest Hills Road.
Contributed photo

ONLINE
EXTRA
Scan this QR code with your
smartphone or mobile device to
view a calendar of May events
on WideAwakeWilson.com.
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Darden Alumni
celebrates 50 years
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Charles H. Darden High
School Alumni Association, Inc.
will celebrate its golden anniversary
during the Memorial Day weekend,
May 28-30.
Two years ago planning started
for a huge gala celebration, then the
coronavirus pandemic happened and
all plans were put on hold. However,
amid the pandemic, mask wearing,
hand-washing and COVID-19 vaccinations, the executive committee decided to proceed with a much smaller celebration and follow federal and
state regulations as allowed by the
CDC safety guidelines.
The theme for this year is “A Legacy of 50 Years … The Past, The
Present, The Future.” The Friday
night program will honor seven
Darden Alumni Association Hall
of Fame nominees for their outstanding contributions to Darden
Alumni and their respective communities.
This year’s nominees are James
Forbes for leadership, Joan Jackson-Barnes for education and leadership, James Lewis for athletics
and leadership, Renee Oates for
leadership, Clifton Williams Sr. for

leadership, Trevynne Williams for
philanthropy and leadership and
Andre Winstead for business and
leadership. Joan Jackson-Barnes and
Clifton Williams Sr. will be honored
posthumously.
Andre Winstead will be speaker.
The Charles H. Darden High
School Alumni Association, Inc. was
formed in 1971 by a group of Trojans
who wanted the legacy of the old
Darden High School to be remembered after it was closed at the end
of the academic year in 1970 due to
changes from integration of the public schools.
The group’s primary goal is to provide scholarship opportunities for
Wilson County public high school
students graduating from Beddingfield, Fike, Hunt and the Wilson Early
College Academy. More than a half
million dollars has been awarded to
many deserving students through
2020.
Tickets for the May 28 50th anniversary and seventh hall of fame banquet are $40 per person.
For more information, contact the
Darden Alumni Center at 252-2439316, Donna Simms Pulley at 252289-5925 or Sammie Dew at 252-2451499.

Sign up for ‘Cinderella’ auditions
For Wide Awake Wilson

Wilson Arts and The Singers Studio will present the 2021 annual
summer community musical, Rogers
& Hammerstein’s iconic and enduring classic “Cinderella.”
Because the show last year had
already been cast before it was canceled due to the pandemic, Wilson
Arts will be reaching out to all those
individuals to ascertain their availability and interest in participating
in this summer’s musical. Supplemental auditions will be held on May
3-4 at the Edna Boykin Cultural Cen-

ter, with callbacks (if any) on May 6.
There are roles for all ages.
There will be two audition time
slots each day: one at 6 p.m. and one
at 7:30 p.m.
Those auditioning must request a
time slot by e-mailing shaun@wilsonarts.com (absolutely no drop-ins).
Additional information will be
posted on the Wilson Arts website
(www.wilsonarts.com) as the time
approaches.
The performance dates are July 1518 at 3 p.m. Tickets will go on sale in
early June.
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Pageant a fundraiser Mini Masterpiece event
for Victory Junction helps fund arts programs
For Wide Awake Wilson
For Wide Awake Wilson

Sharp

Deans Farm Market
will present its first
fundraising Strawberry Pageant during this
year’s strawberry season.
The May 8 pageant will
be at the farm market on
N.C. 42 and starts at 11

a.m.
Alyson Sharp, 13, daughter of farm
owners, James and Courtney Sharp,
is currently Junior Miss Princess of
North Carolina. It was her idea to start
the pageant as a fundraising effort.
This year’s beneficiary is Victory
Junction.
Victory Junction is Alyson’s community service platform for her
current Junior Miss title. Victory
Junction is a year-round camp in

Randleman for children with chronic
medical conditions or serious illnesses.
Any funds that are raised help send
a kid to the camp without worrying
about the cost.
This year’s Strawberry Pageant will
have two divisions: Mini Miss and Little Miss, and an added title, People’s
Choice.
The People’s Choice crown will go
to the contestant who raised the most
money for Victory Junction.
There will be around 50 contestants
in all, with approximately 25 in the
two divisions.
The contestants are encouraged
to wear their strawberry-wear and a
smile.
The pageant is free to the public to
view. Strawberry fields will be open
for picking, and vendors will also be
at the farm.

The Wilson Arts annual fundraiser
Miniature Masterpieces is back by
popular demand.
On Thursday, May 20, the brandnew Wilson Arts Center will be
filled with 8X8-inch paintings donated by local and regional artists.
Those attending can get a grand
tour of the new facility and support
the arts.
The ticket price of $50 per person
includes a festive evening of snacks
and libations and a miniature masterpiece to take home. Framing will
be available on-site as well for an
additional fee.
Call 252-291-4329 or stop by the
new Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash
St., during regular business hours
(Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
to purchase tickets.
All of the proceeds from this event

This miniature masterpiece is by artist
Julie Ann Haas. Contributed photo

will go toward enhancing and growing visual arts programming. Tickets can also be purchased through
PayPal (no account necessary) at
http://www.wilsonarts.com/exhibitions/.
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It’s time to register for summer camps
Hunter’s Dance and Tumble
Hunter’s Dance offers two sessions
of camp: June 3, 10, 17 and 24 for the
first session and July 15, 22, 29 and
Aug. 5 for the second. Classes ages
range from 18 months to 7 years and
up. For details email hunter@huntersdance.com.

Partners Taekwondo
Partners Taekwondo all-day summer camp will include taekwondo,
field trips and more. For information
call 252-674-1175.

Wilson Arts
Wilson arts will offer a variety of
visual arts camps this summer with
such names as Pop Art, Comic Art,
the Art of Fashion, Flour Power and
Silk Scarf Painting. Performing arts
camps will include Special Effects
Makeup and Beginning Hand-Sewing for Theater, “Magic Treehouse,”
“Disney Descendants, The Musical”

and “Disney’s Camp Rock, The Musical.” For more details, visit www.
wilsonarts.com/summer-camps/ or
call 252-291-4329.

Brick Scholars
Brick Scholars camps are held at
Imagination Station Science and History Museum June 28-July 2 and July
26-30 and include Lego Robotics and
Coding, The Magic of Coding and
Maker Space Camp.

Barton Summer Tennis
For details on this June 7-10 camp,
held at Lake Wilson Tennis Club,
contact Lee Underwood at 252-2991260 or Lunderwood@barton.edu.

Brand Performing Arts
The studio will be offering Dancing
with My Dollie, Movie Magic and
Wowza Luau-za camps this summer.
There are also options for older students. Email brandpac1@gmail.com

for more information.

The Singers Studio
The Singers Studio offers two camps
June 7-11: Theatre Improv for middle
school and high school and Stage
Combat for high school. Register with
thesingersstudionc@gmail.com.

Pickleball Camp
Register at wilsonnc.org/webtrac
for the June 7-10 camp at Greater
Wilson Rotary Park. For more information call Wilson Parks and Rec at
252-399-2285.

Wilson Engineering Camp
N.C. State College of Engineering
will offer camp for elementary school
students June 14-18 and middle
school June 21-25 at Lee Technology
Center at Wilson Community College. For details, contact Susan Varnell at sdvarnell@ncsu.edu.

All-Around Camps
The Wilson Tobs baseball camps
June 14-18 and July 19-22 work on a
player’s all-around game. For details
visit https://wilsontobs.com/baseball-programs/youth-camps/.

Pitching & Catching Camp
Learn how to pitch and catch at
this Tobs camp June 30-July 1. For
details visit https://wilsontobs.com/
baseball-programs/youth-camps/.

Colorful Spirits Art Camp
Each session is five days the weeks
of June 21-25 and July 19-23. For details call 252-265-9353.

Barton Basketball
If interested in the 24th annual camp
June 21-24 and June 28-July 1, contact
coach Ron Lievense at rlievense@barton.edu or call 252-399-6524.

Continued on page 10
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continued from page 9

Golf Camp
Two sessions of camp will be offered at Wedgewood Golf Course
June 28-July 2 and Aug. 2-6. Register
at the city’s website, wilsonnc.org, or
call 252-399-2285 for information.

Art Camp
Two-dimensional art is taught June
21-25 and 3-dimensional art June
28-July 2 at Greater Wilson Rotary
Park shelter. Register at the city’s
website, wilsonnc.org/webtrac.

Imagination Station
This year’s camps are June
through August and include Animal
Adventure, Mad Science, Our Green
Earth, Cooking Chemistry, Crime
Stoppers and Engineering Explorers.
Call the museum at 252-532-3176 or
sign up a scienceandhistory.org.

Dance Studio B
Studio B will offer several camps
in July and August including Princess Dance Camp, Musical Theater,
Tourney Tumbling Intensive, Tap
Intensive, Clogging Intensive, Contemporary Modern Intensive, Ballet

Intensive, Pointe Intensive and Hip
Hop. For details, visit Dancestudiob.
org, email infostudiobnc@gmail.com
or text 252-292-0376.

Parks & Rec Tennis
Two sessions of camp will be offered at Lake Wilson Tennis Club July 5-8 and Aug. 9-12. Register at the
city’s website, wilsonnc.org/webtrac.

First United Methodist
Preschool
FUMC Weekday Preschool will offer two camps, Fairytale Adventures
June 1-4 and All-Star Olympics July
12-15. Contact Lorie Daniel at loriedaniel@fumcwilson.org, call 252291-4588 or visit www.fumcwilson.
org/preschool for more information.

Greenfield School
Greenfield is offering a variety
of camps highlighting academics,
sports and music. Families can register by visiting https://secure.etransfer.com/EFT/blockcodeEvent_v2/
payment1.cfm?d2org=Greenfield&d2tool=SummerCamps.

Rhema Word

The N.C. State College of Engineering will return for in-person camp this summer.
This photo was taken at the Wilson camp in 2019. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Rhema Word Christian Center will
have a Bridge Intensive Leadership
Academy this summer. For more

information email rwccbridgeintensive@gmail.com, visit rwccwilson.
org or call 252-674-1593.
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Sunday in the Rose Garden May 16
For Wide Awake Wilson

Wilson Rose Garden officials plan
to bring back a nearly 20-year-old
tradition in May.
The garden’s board has set Sunday
in the Rose Garden for Sunday, May
16, from 2-4 p.m., barring a surge in
COVID-19 numbers or, more likely,
rain.
The free event will include music,
rose-pruning demonstrations, door
prizes and light refreshments, plus
contests for artists creating pieces
inspired by the garden.
Chair Becky Rose said the garden’s
board was disappointed to have to
cancel the 2020 festival.
“It’s usually such a nice day to be
out in the garden, enjoying the music
and seeing the roses as they start the

growing season,” she said. “We are
excited to try to hold the festival this
year as long as we can do so safely.”
The event will be held in compliance with Gov. Roy Cooper’s directives regarding COVID-19 precautions that are in effect in mid-May.
The festival will include music
by Wilson’s Bill Myers, who was a
founding member of The Monitors
and continues to be a well-known
musician.
There will also be a performance by
students and instructors at ProMusic
Conservatory. Oliver Hedgepeth, a
columnist for The Wilson Times, and
his wife, Elizabeth, are expected to
be special guests.
The annual art contest is for artists
who create paintings, drawings and
other pieces during the event. Artists

can set up as early as 1:30 p.m., and
judging will be at 3:30 p.m. Small
cash prizes will be awarded by age
category, typically children, teens and
adults, if there are sufficient entries.
The first Sunday in the Rose Garden was held in 2002, which had
been declared by Congress as the
“year of the rose.” Also that year, the
American Rose Society declared the
City of Wilson “An American Rose
City.”
The Wilson Rose Garden is located
at the city of Wilson’s Charles Pittman Operations Center, 1800 Herring
Ave. The garden is a public garden
that is free to visit and generally in
bloom from April until November. It
is available for rental for weddings
Sunday in the Rose Garden is back this
or other special events; call 252-399year. For Wide Awake Wilson.
7530 for more information.

Spring Expo is back
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Wilson Chamber of Commerce
will host its Wilson Spring Expo presented by Greenlight Community
Broadband on Saturday, May 22, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Wilson County
Fairgrounds. The Expo marks a return
to its familiar format, showcasing various types of businesses and services
available in the Wilson area.
“After modifying the event considerably last fall, I’m excited that we
once again get to host the Spring
Expo in a more traditional way, as I
know it has become one of the more
highly-anticipated business expos of
its kind in our region, said Ryan Simons, president of the Wilson Chamber of Commerce.
“Of course, our ability to promote
businesses and connect them with
prospective customers is a secondary
priority to the health and safety of
everyone involved. We fully expect to
have to make certain design changes
that respect public health guidance, but
it will be done in a way that is not intrusive on the overall event experience.”
Wilson Spring Expo will include
more than 100 vendors demonstrat-

ing products and services. Vendors
will be spread throughout the fairgrounds, and the event will also
include a beer garden, live entertainment and food trucks.
Simons said the Wilson Spring
Expo is a sign that the community is
beginning to recover from the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Clearly, we’re not totally out of the
woods yet with this virus, although
we are certainly trending in an encouraging direction. This past year
has been difficult for us all and has
been especially challenging on businesses for which this has been both
a health and economic crisis. Many
are excited to have the opportunity
to reintroduce themselves to our
community, and I’m thrilled we get to
provide them a venue at the Wilson
Spring Expo.”
A few Expo booths are available
when reserved in advance, and several smaller “tabletop” display options
remain. To participate in the Wilson
Spring Expo presented by Greenlight
Community Broadband, contact
Rebecca Tew, membership services
manager at the Wilson Chamber of
Commerce by calling 252-237-0165.
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Now is the time to
develop a plan that
gets you to a bigger
paycheck - fast.

Registration for Summer 2021 is OPEN NOW!
We offer certificates, customized training, and courses that can
set you up to get the career—and the money—you want. Make an
investment in yourself that pays off.

(252) 291-1195
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