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Newcomer says he’ll run for mayor
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A new resident who 
made a splash about recent water woes 
during last week’s town board meet-

ing has decided to run for 
mayor.

Kyle Pritchard, 36, said 
many people have urged him 
to throw his hat in the ring, 
and he made the decision af-
ter discussing the possibility 
with his wife, Danielle.

The Pritchards have a 
1-year-old daughter.

“She’s my passion and drive to help 
this town tap into its full potential,” 
Pritchard said.

The owner of East Coast Insurance, 
Pritchard moved to Spring Hope in No-
vember. His wife is a third-generation 
town resident.

“The office of mayor has a lot of re-
sponsibility,” Pritchard said. “I take it 
seriously.”

Pritchard has already developed a plat-
form, with infrastructure at the top of his 
list. The town has experienced four wa-
ter line breaks in the past month, forcing 
residents to go without water for three 
days in mid-May. 

Pritchard said he wants to work on im-
provements to other infrastructure like 
roads and sidewalks.  

Also on Pritchard’s agenda are: 
• Transparency.
• Open town hall-style meetings.

• Downtown revitalization.
• Forging strong relationships with 

elected officials at the county and state 
levels.

• Routing tractor-trailers around 
Spring Hope. 

• Bringing new events to town.
• Energizing the Chamber of Com-

merce and other civic groups.
• Cleaning the town and maintaining 

its charm.
• Establishing support programs for 

the elderly. 
Pritchard said he would spend time at 

town hall doing the work.
“I would help Jae (Kim),” Pritchard 

said.
Kim is the town’s manager of five 

years.

“I could work on getting funds for in-
frastructure,” Pritchard said. “Getting 
programs like rails-to-trails to make 
the abandoned railroads walking trails. 
Reach out to investors to renovate and 
put businesses back in abandoned build-
ings. Work with state-level elected of-
ficials to keep our town on their radar 
every time funding comes up. Not make 
the town something different, just reno-
vate and revitalize it. 

“Breathe life back into it. I’m fortu-
nate to have a flexible enough schedule 
(where) I could do that. Jae needs help, 
not someone to add something to his 
plate.”

Filing for this year’s municipal elec-
tions is scheduled to begin in July. The 
election is Nov. 2. 

Pritchard

Nash 
adopts 
$115.3M 
budget 
By Ken Ripley
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com 

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
commissioners approved the 
$115,356,660 budget proposed 
for the 2021-22 fiscal year with 
no changes June 7 after nobody 
appeared for the required public 
hearing.

County Manager Zee Lamb 
briefly recapped the budget 
details he submitted May 24. 
He said it was the 12th year in 
a row that the property tax rate 
remained at 67 cents per $100 
valuation even though spending 
rose a few percentage points. 
He attributed the lack of a tax 
increase to departments’ frugal 
spending, a tax base that contin-
ues to grow and the county tax 
department’s exceptional collec-
tion rate of more than 99%. 

Lamb said the budget “was 
the result of a lot of negotia-
tions over the past three or four 
months” and represented a 
roughly 5% increase.

He said the new budget in-
cludes three part-time security 
guards for the administration 
building, four deputies to add 
one to each shift, a new com-
munications specialist and an 
increase from part-time to full-
time hours for the farmers mar-
ket manager. 

He said the county had capital 
requests for $4.7 million but 
only funded $1.7 million, which 
Lamb said was still double the 
current fiscal year’s funding. 
Capital projects include the new 
Red Oak Elementary School 
and a new animal shelter, as 
well as continuing improve-
ments to the county’s detention 
center.

Twenty-six percent of the bud-
get goes toward public safety, 
24% for human services and 
25% for education, Lamb said.

The budget includes a 3% 
increase for county employees 
as well as funds for an indepen-
dent outside pay study, though 
he stressed it would be up to 
commissioners to decide when 
to implement any of the study’s 
findings.

“I do want to thank the com-

FATHER’S DAY

Farm spans 4 generations
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Three-quarters of a cen-
tury of hard work, good fortune, tragedy 
and enduring Christian faith led Braswell 
Family Farms from its hardscrabble begin-
ning as a struggling feed mill to today’s 
leading producer of specialty eggs for the 
east coast from New York to Florida, all 
while being passed down from father to 
son for 77 years.

“The Lord blessed my family with a great 
business, but it would be a heavy burden 
without the Lord,” said Trey Braswell, the 
fourth-generation owner and operator who 
took the reins in 2017.   

Braswell said he never knew his great-
grandfather, the man who started it all for 
the family business in the early 1940s.

“I grew up hearing stories,” Braswell 
said. “I know each generation passed down 
a spirit of giving back.”

That’s the No. 1 quality Braswell said he 
learned from his father Scott.

“The business allows the family to do 
Christ-honoring work,” Braswell said. 
“That’s our real mission: To give back.”

The business partners with Promise 
Keepers, Second Harvest Food Bank and 
around a dozen other ministries and chari-
ties.

Managing the family business is Bras-
well’s great honor and responsibility, he 
said.

“It drives me to be a good steward,” Bras-
well said.

Passing a family-owned business from 
generation to generation takes a significant 
drop at each passing of the baton, with just 
30% of all family-owned businesses surviv-
ing into the second generation, then down 
to 12% into the third generation and only 
3% of all family businesses operating at a 
fourth-generation level, according to infor-
mation from the national Family Business 
Alliance.

FAMILY HISTORY

In 1943, brothers J.M. and E.G. Braswell 
purchased a 1834-built mill a few miles out-
side of town on Boddie Millpond. Original-
ly used to grind corn with a water-powered 
grist mill, it had been flooded in the 1920s 
and shuttered during the Great Depression 
of the 1930s.

In 1950, the brothers bought another old 
mill and E.G. Braswell was drafted into the 
Navy. While he was serving his country, 
the company entered the custom grind 
and feed mill business, a precursor to to-
day’s specialty egg business. In 1954, E.G. 

Braswell returned to the family’s Braswell 
Milling Co., bringing the total number of 
workers to five.

Ronald, a third Braswell brother, com-
pleted his military service and joined the 
business as well.

The second generation of Braswells be-
came involved in the late 1960s, modern-
izing the old mill. By the late 1970s, the mill 
produced eggs at 44 cents a dozen and sold 
them for only 24 cents. The company tee-
tered on bankruptcy for a decade.

The third generation of the family busi-

Trey Braswell serves as Braswell Family Farms’ fourth-generation owner and operator. 
Contributed photo

Law professor: Spring Hope allowed 
to disable Facebook page comments 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE  — Town of-
ficials who recently shut down 
social media comments after 
water problems may have riled 
up residents, but an open gov-
ernment expert says they didn’t 
run afoul of their free speech 
rights. 

During the Spring Hope 
Board of Commissioners meet-

ing on June 7, residents who 
complained about four water 

line breaks in a 
month also ques-
tioned why officials 
closed comments 
on the town’s Face-
book page.

Resident Robin 
Koricanek said the 
town was silencing 

opposition.
Town Manager Jae Kim said 

comments had been turned off 

due to unconstructive criticism 
and misinformation, including 
false claims that the town’s wa-
ter was full of carcinogens. 

Kim said residents who wish 
to communicate with town 
staff could call, email or stop by 
town hall.

While Kim’s decision to turn 
off comments may have irked 
some residents, he didn’t vio-
late anyone’s First Amendment 
rights, according to Frayda 
Bluestein, a David M. Lawrence 

distinguished professor of pub-
lic law and government at the 
University of North Carolina’s 
School of Government in Cha-
pel Hill. 

Bluestein said the town doesn’t 
have to allow comments on so-
cial media as long as it doesn’t 
target any specific person.

“There is no obligation for 
municipalities to use social me-
dia, so even if they opened that 

Bluestein
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ness began when Scott Braswell, still 
grieving the loss of his father, took over 
in 1991.

The family bucked conventional wis-
dom and invested in the beginnings of 
the company’s Eggland’s Best franchise, 
a pivotal moment for the business that 
family members say brought long-term 
growth.

NEXT GENERATION

While still in high school in the 
early 2000s, Scott’s son Trey Braswell 
learned the business from the bottom 
up, doing everything from sweeping 
floors to unloading railcars. As the 
company expanded, the younger Bras-
well helped with new packaging and 
a new distribution plant and chicken 
houses.

Braswell attended N.C. State Universi-

ty in Raleigh and rejoined the business in 
2008 due to his father’s declining health.

In 2013, Braswell received his master’s 
degree in business from the College of 
William & Mary and took on a larger 
leadership role in the family company.

Spurred by new technology, increased 
capacity and growth of the Eggland’s 
Best franchise, the company grew from 
30 employees to 200 by 2017, the year 
his father fully handed management of 
the business to Braswell.

In his first action as company presi-
dent, Braswell rebranded the company 
as Braswell Family Farms in order to 
recognize the business’ deep roots and 
commitment to family.

Last year, the business moved into the 
field of pasture-raised organic eggs with 
8,000 chickens on 21 acres; Eggland’s 
Best purchased and rejuvenated the 
Born Free brand; and now Braswell Fam-
ily Farms produces 220,000 tons of feed 
a year. 

Farm: Name recognizes the business’ deep roots, commitment to family
continued from page 1

The family of E.G. Braswell, first-generation owner of the feed and farming business now 
known as Braswell Family Farms in Nashville, is shown in a 1952 photograph. Contributed 

photo

missioners for the generosity 
you have shown our employees 
over the last 36 months,” a 17% 
increase overall, Lamb said. 
“Ninety percent of our employ-
ees appreciate it.”

“I’m very confident this pay 
study will show this county is 
not particularly behind, if at 
all, in some departments,” he 
added. 

Earlier in the meeting, Sheriff 
Keith Stone urged commission-
ers to increase deputies’ and 
detention officers’ pay, saying a 
study by his department showed 
the county lagged surrounding 
counties in law enforcement 
salaries.

In response to questions, 

Lamb said the county had begun 
applications for $18 million in 
Recovery Act federal funds, $9 
million for the first year and $9 
million the second year, though 
the funds may be spent over 
four years.

Lamb said he wanted to hold 
a meeting in July to discuss how 
to spend the money. He said his 
preferred priorities for spending 
the federal money would be on 
the internet, water and hiring 
someone to actually administer 
the funds. 

Board Chairman Robbie Davis 
suggested the county could use 
the money to help pay for some 
of the deferred capital projects 
as well as possibly help smaller 
fire departments improve their 
resources.

“Maybe we can look at those 
smaller fire departments and 
see what those needs are,” he 
said. “I think there might be a 
possibility there to help the un-
derserved fire departments.”

Commissioner Marvin Ar-
rington, noting the different tax 
rates in the 18 fire districts, said 
he wanted the county to work 
toward equalizing the tax rate 
so that each resident pays the 
same rate. The tax rates vary 
from 5 cents to a maximum of 
15 cents per $100 valuation of 
the total tax base within the fire 
district.

“The citizens in the county are 
not paying the same tax rate,” 
he said. 

Acknowledging the differently 
sized districts and needs among 

the departments, he insisted, 
“The only thing I want to see is 
all county citizens pay the same 
fire tax rate. Hopefully, we can 
find a way wherever you live 
in the county you pay the very 
same tax rate.”

After a long discussion, Davis 
suggested the board later hold a 
work session on the topic.

After holding the public hear-
ing, in which no one spoke, Da-
vis called for a vote to approve 
the budget. Commissioners 
signed off unanimously. 

“The county manager and 
finance director have done a 
great job putting the budget to-
gether,” he said. “Commission-
ers appreciate all the work put 
into it by the staff.” 

“It’s a job well done,” Com-

missioner Fred Belfield said. 
“That’s probably why there 
was nobody here from the pub-
lic.”

In other business, commis-
sioners agreed to transfer a 
35-acre former site of the coun-
ty’s unregulated and now closed 
landfill to the town of Red Oak 
for $1 so the town can expand 
its park, which is adjacent to the 
property.

Belfield objected to the 
transfer because of site con-
tamination, but other commis-
sioners said the town knew 
about the contamination and 
was willing to accept responsi-
bility for it.

“I’m not comfortable with it,” 
Belfield said. “It will come back 
to haunt us.” 

forum, they have no ob-
ligation to keep using it,” 
Bluestein said. “The one 
thing that they can’t do is 
block specific opinions, 
people or comments. It’s 
good to have a policy re-
garding what types of top-
ics and information that 
is allowed. But if (Spring 
Hope) feels that overall, 
the comments do not 
seem to meet the purpose 
of the social media, they 
can stop allowing it.”

Using a Facebook page 
manager setting that re-
moves the option to post 
comments carries less 
legal risk than removing 
individual user comments. 
When government agen-
cies or officials use social 
media as a two-way com-
munication channel, their 
official pages are consid-
ered limited public forums 
where First Amendment 
principles apply. Comment 
moderation must be view-
point-neutral, and officials 
can’t lawfully block users 

or delete comments in or-
der to silence criticism.

In the 2019 case Da-
vison v. Randall, the 4th 
U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled that the 
Loudon County Board 
of Supervisors chair en-
gaged in unconstitutional 
viewpoint discrimination 
when she blocked Virgin-
ia resident Brian Davison 
from her official Face-
book page. Published 
4th Circuit opinions are 
considered binding prec-
edent in North Carolina.   

Budget: ‘The citizens in the county are not paying the same tax rate’
continued from page 1

Legal: Facebook answer
continued from page 1A Using a Facebook 

page manager 

setting that 

removes the 

option to post 

comments carries 

less legal risk 

than removing 

individual user 

comments. 

Arrest made in Friday night homicide
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police have made an arrest in 
a homicide from last week.

Anthony Horne, 19, fac-
es charges of conspiracy 
to commit robbery and 
first-degree murder in the 
death of 53-year-old Der-
rick Anthony Bryant.

Authorities took Horne 
into custody in Greens-
boro on Sunday. He is 

being held in the Guilford 
County Jail with no bond, 
according to a Monday 
morning press release 
from Cpl. Ricky Jackson, 
public information officer 
for the Rocky Mount Po-
lice Department.

Around 10 p.m. Friday, 
officers responded to a 
call of a shooting injury 
on the 600 block of Park 
Avenue. 

“First responders and 
EMS rendered aid, but 
(Bryant) succumbed to his 

injuries at the scene. This 
is an active, ongoing in-
vestigation,” Jackson said.

RAPER DRIVE HOMICIDE

Bryant’s death is the sec-
ond homicide city police 
investigated in the span of 
a week. Detectives are al-
so looking into a shooting 
death three days prior.

Qua’Najee Zae-Won 
Gorham died from gunshot 
wounds in the driveway of 
a home on the 100 block 

of Raper Drive, officials 
said. Police officers found 
Gorham’s body when they 
responded to an unrespon-
sive person call at 8:15 a.m. 
June 8, Jackson said in a 
press release.

Anyone with information 
can call the Rocky Mount 
Police Department at 252-
972-1411, Twin County 
Crime Stoppers at 252-977-
1111 or Team Cold Case at 
252-406-6736. Tipsters can 
remain anonymous, and a 
reward is available. 

52-year-old man accused of child sex crimes 
The Wake Weekly

ZEBULON — A man was arrested 
on child sex charges last week fol-
lowing a monthslong investigation, 
according to the Zebulon Police De-
partment.

Derick Kennedy Belcher, 52, was 
charged with statutory sex offense 
with a child by an adult and taking 

indecent liberties with 
a child.

In February, the 
Zebulon Police De-
partment received 
a complaint about a 
potential offense in-
volving Belcher and a 
4-year-old girl, accord-

ing to Chief Jacqui Boykin. Belcher 

knew the girl, Boykin said.
Zebulon police investigated the 

case along with the Wake County 
District Attorney’s Office and Wake 
County Child Protective Services.

Belcher of East Barbee Street in 
Zebulon, was arrested June 8 and 
held in the Wake County Detention 
Center under a $1 million secured 
bond.  

Belcher
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 

love, and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7)

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help us to place our fears at your feet as 

we face illness. Help us to entrust those we love to your care. Amen.

Best Father’s 
Day gifts come 
from the heart

Sunday is Father’s Day, the companion holi-
day to the much more celebrated Mother’s 
Day in May. Throughout the country, men with 
children will either look forward to or brace 
themselves for how those children will decide 
to honor them.

It’s a given that a great majority of fathers 
will receive at least some kind of card, most 
likely humorous since simple, honest senti-
ment can come across to the dads as “mushy” 
— unless, of course, it comes from a daughter, 

from whom every feminine “I love you, Daddy” is a treasure 
to be hoarded. Humor is a widely recognized delivery vehicle 
that allows men to convey love without feeling vulnerable or 
“weak.” 

Mothers can at least seem easier to shop for on their annual day 
of recognition. They get cards, too, the more sentimental — and 
expensive — the better. I think most of us share at least some 
suspicion that the two parental holidays were created long ago 
and are definitely hyped now by greeting card companies like 
Hallmark. But you can also give moms candy and flowers, jewelry 
and clothes, candles and perfumes, and other such easily acces-
sible and relatively affordable items that really don’t go over well 
with men. 

Dads usually aren’t into frills and “useless” stuff that sits around 
the house. Men, on average, may appreciate and certainly need 
clothes, but don’t get excited by a new shirt or pair of socks. 
Power tools or outdoor gear can pique their interest, but a lot of 
men’s stuff is too big or too expensive for the normal Father’s Day 
token gift. 

“Hey, Dad, here’s a new motorboat. Happy Father’s Day” would 
be definitely beyond the normal. So, fathers still get a lot of socks 
and ties from their children, along with “greatest dad ever” mugs, 
all well-intentioned but suffering from a shortage of options and 
imagination.

Online shopping has definitely expanded the horizons for 
Father’s Day gifts, making available possibilities our forebears 
never imagined. Of course, technology is not always the solution. 
If socks don’t warm your heart as much as your feet, for instance, 
why would you appreciate one gift I saw online — an ongoing 
subscription where “each month, a funky pair of crew or no-show 
socks will arrive at his door”? 

History lovers, and those who don’t get much mail, might ap-
preciate a present my wife gave me for Christmas — a monthly 
subscription for three, six or more months where the recipient 
receives a monthly or even weekly letter containing copies of his-
tory’s “most fascinating documents,” with additional supplemen-
tary information about them. I enjoyed them and others might, 
too.

Too many of us, I believe, have “too much stuff” and don’t need 
more things to stuff on shelves and forget. But there are many 
intangible gifts we can give that bring tangible pleasure, even 
if it’s only briefly. I’ve had a star named after my wife, for real, 
and she’s invested in the legitimate but also functionally useless 
awarding to me of the title “Lord” available through British com-
mon law.

Last year, she gave me a “title” to thousands of acres of 
land on the moon, giving me a head start in any lunar hous-
ing craze. I thought it particularly entertaining to observe two 
companies duking it out legally over which of them had the 
legitimate claim to sell property on the moon — when the real 
answer, of course, is neither of them. But such gag gifts are a 
fun way to please someone else and an inexpensive alternative 
for holiday mainstays.

The real point of all this, though, is that nothing we can give 
our fathers and mothers is as important as making it clear 
to them, even if it’s just on one day, how much we deeply ap-
preciate what they do for us and how much we really do love 
them.

I think it’s in our genetic code that we tend to take our parents 
for granted, or even resent them, as we grow up.

 The acrimony, conflicts and even failures of daily life within 
families can also weaken or break entirely our relationship 
bonds, which can make one day for mothers or fathers bit-
terly ironic. Families whose members truly love each other, 
parents or children, are blessed — and taking advantage of 
the holiday rituals to express our gratitude, however artificial 
the moment, is an act of grace we can show to each other and 
ourselves.

My life has been such that I won’t ever get a Father’s Day card. 
We’ve hosted exchange students and others, been mentors and 
advisers to countless teenagers, but never had kids of our own. 
That’s our loss.

But I did have a father, a larger than life military officer who 
loved his children fiercely and fully, who shaped his oldest son 
indelibly in so many ways, and whose death in 1997 left a hole in 
my heart that has yet to heal fully all these years later. 

I miss him. I would give anything, anything, this Father’s Day 
for more chance to hug his neck and tell him, “Happy Father’s 
Day.”

Children, hug your fathers on Sunday and tell them you love 
them, however imperfect they may be. Fathers, use the day to also 
let your children know how much you love them too. 

Father’s Day may only be a Hallmark moment, but even this 
moment is a shared gift to be cherished and long remembered.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. Email him at kripley@springhopeenterprise.

Let’s be good to our neighbors 
One televi-

sion show I 
make sure not 
to watch is the 
one about bad 
neighbors. 

It’s not a show 
about neighbors 
with an an-
noying, yappy 
little dog or an 

oversize flagpole in their front 
yard. Or neighbors with oak 
trees that drop tons of leaves 
in your yard. Instead, it’s a 
show about neighbors who 
send nasty notes and drag out 
a shotgun and kill you. 

How scary it would be to 
have such neighbors. I don’t 
even like to watch such a 
show.

So far, my husband and 
I have not had any trouble 
with our neighbors. We work 
hard to get along with them 

and be good to them. And 
our neighbors have been rea-
sonable.

The Book of Proverbs 
contains some advice about 
neighbors in the following 
verses: “Do not withhold good 
from those to whom it is due, 
when it is within your power 
to do it. Do not say to your 
neighbors, ‘Go, and come 
back, and tomorrow I will give 
it.’ Do not devise evil against 
your neighbor, who lives 
securely beside you. Do not 
quarrel with a man without 
cause, if he has done you no 
harm” (3:27-30).

We think of a neighbor as 
someone who lives near us, 
but Jesus defined the term 
more broadly when a lawyer 
asked Him, “What must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” 

When Jesus asked him what 
was written in the law, the 

lawyer quoted Scripture, say-
ing we are to love God and 
to love our neighbor as our-
selves. When Jesus affirmed 
that answer, the lawyer then 
asked, “And who is my neigh-
bor?”

Do you remember how 
Jesus answered him? He an-
swered by telling the story 
of the Good Samaritan, the 
story of the man who helped 
the fellow who’d been robbed, 
beaten and left naked by 
the side of the road. Jesus 
concluded by saying that the 
Good Samaritan proved him-
self a neighbor and we should 
go and do likewise (Luke 
10:25-37). 

So, let’s be good to our 
neighbors, no matter where 
they live.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.

Free speech isn’t about power
Seeking to 

burnish his 
reputation as 
a reformer, 
Crown Prince 
Mohammed 
bin Salman 
openly criti-
cized Saudi 
Arabia’s reli-
gious extrem-

ism three years ago, thumbing 
his nose at hardline clerics and 
upending the established order.

An ordinary Saudi citizen 
can face punishment for mak-
ing similar pronouncements, 
and Turkish and U.S. authori-
ties say bin Salman ordered 
Washington Post journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi’s brutal 2018 
murder for unflattering cover-
age and commentary about 
the kingdom.

A social credit system 
punishes disloyalty among 
China’s nearly 1.4 billion in-
habitants, but senior Commu-
nist Party members enjoy the 
freedom to question authority. 
And while North Korean dis-
senters are sent to forced la-
bor camps, dictator Kim Jong 
Un is known for his combative 
public statements.

The world’s most repressive 
countries are home to some of 
the most outspoken heads of 
state and government officials. 
While that’s hardly a ground-
breaking insight, it may be 
news to Dennis Parker. 

A former director of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union’s Racial Justice Pro-
gram, Parker is quoted in a 
June 6 New York Times story 
on the ACLU’s current strug-
gle to balance free speech 
advocacy with its support for 
progressive causes. The group 
made its bones defending un-
sympathetic speakers includ-
ing the Ku Klux Klan, but to-
day it’s less likely to represent 
such controversial clients.

“First Amendment protec-

tions are disproportionately 
enjoyed by people of power and 
privilege,” Parker told Times 
reporter Michael Powell.

Free expression is a core 
Enlightenment value that lib-
erals once embraced without 
reservation. It’s falling out of 
favor among the ascendant 
“woke” left, whose fealty to 
political correctness often 
causes progressives to prize 
collective comfort over indi-
vidual liberty.

Parker echoed a charge 
that’s all too common in 
postmodern identity politics, 
which assigns virtue to mar-
ginalized groups and blame to 
members of ethnic, religious 
and cultural majorities. But 
the premise that free speech 
protections are chiefly for 
powerful people is false.

First Amendment lawyer 
Adam Goldstein debunked 
the misguided claim in a Janu-
ary tweet: “‘Powerful people 
abuse freedom!’ No, powerful 
people don’t use freedom at 
all, they use power. Freedom 
is the right to challenge those 
people. Anybody telling you 
that giving up your rights will 
protect you is a con artist.”

Authoritarian leaders, 
high-ranking government 
officials and well-connected 
oligarchs don’t have to walk 
on eggshells and watch their 
words. But attributing their 
freewheeling and often caus-
tic speech to overly permissive 
laws is absurd.

“A classic mistake is to think 
that we should limit the First 
Amendment b/c its benefits 
accrue primarily to the pow-
erful,” Goldstein wrote in a 
follow-up tweet. “That’s an 
ideological illusion. Lots of 
places have powerful people 
who speak freely with no 1A. 
Instead, 1A is a unique right to 
challenge power.”

It’s in the absence of robust 
legal protections, not because 

of them, that speech becomes 
a power game. A report on 
the Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China’s web-
site headlined “Freedom of 
Expression in China: A Privi-
lege, Not a Right” says it all.

Progressives in the ACLU’s 
ranks want to deemphasize 
free speech litigation and ac-
celerate the organization’s shift 
from a nonpartisan defender of 
civil liberties to an unabashedly 
left-wing interest group. If the 
retreat allows for a gradual ero-
sion of expressive rights, they 
will ultimately undermine the 
very causes they champion.

Racial justice protests rely 
on the First Amendment’s 
speech, assembly and peti-
tion clauses. The free-exercise 
clause allows religious mi-
norities to practice their faith, 
and the establishment clause 
prevents public school teach-
ers and principals from pros-
elytizing to impressionable 
students. If courts strike down 
Republican-led efforts to ban-
ish critical race theory from 
the classroom, it will be on 
First Amendment grounds.

“The trouble with fighting 
for human freedom,” H.L. 
Mencken famously wrote, “is 
that one spends most of one’s 
time defending scoundrels. 
For it is against scoundrels 
that oppressive laws are first 
aimed, and oppression must 
be stopped at the beginning if 
it is to be stopped at all.”

Today’s ACLU would be 
reluctant to defend neo-Nazis’ 
right to march or the West-
boro Baptist Church’s right 
to picket military funerals. 
Yet these landmark cases are 
frequently cited in court deci-
sions that benefit Black, La-
tino and LGBTQ litigants.

No lawyer can swing at every 
pitch, but letting censorship 
against enemies go unchal-
lenged today will lead to head-
aches for allies tomorrow.
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Skeleton with shotgun wounds is all but forgotten
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

LUCAMA — A skeleton found 
buried beneath straw in a barn 
nearly 50 years ago has received 
little attention from law enforce-
ment and the media in the de-
cades since its grisly discovery.

A property owner found the 
skeleton off Route 2 — a road 
designation that no longer exists 
— on Feb. 6, 1974, and reported 
it to the authorities. The 25- to 
35-year-old white male victim 
had two shotgun blast holes in 
his head.  

The case and story of the 
shotgunned man appears to 
have fallen through the cracks. 
A United Press International 
story on the Jan. 6, 1974, de-
railing of a freight train in 
Lucama that “slightly injured a 
woman,” made it into the late 
edition of The New York Times 
that day. However, the discov-
ery of the shotgunned man a 
month later saw one article 
published in The Wilson Times 
along with a two-sentence As-
sociated Press news brief that 
ran in a handful of North Caro-
lina newspapers.  

No evidence could be found of 
the story being followed up or 
appearing anywhere else.

The story may have lingered 
forever in total obscurity if not 

for Clyde Gibbs. A medicolegal 
death investigator, Gibbs has 
maintained the bone room for 
the  N.C. Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner in Raleigh 
for more than two decades. 

He entered the basic informa-
tion of the shotgunned man 
into the National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System on 
Jan. 8, 2015. That NamUs list-
ing became the catalyst for this 
report.

No information is given in 
NamUs under the case’s law en-
forcement investigative agency.

The Wilson County Sheriff’s 
Office isn’t currently investigat-
ing the cold case, according to a 
May 27 email from Wanda Mills 
Samuel, chief of staff for Sheriff 
Calvin Woodard.

“We do not have a case file 
on an unidentified body from 
1974,” Samuel wrote. “Lucama 
had their own police depart-
ment during this time before the 
Sheriff’s Office took over the 
agency in the early 2000s.”

The 1974 Wilson Times article 
quotes Lt. James Hawley, a de-
tective with the Wilson County 
Sheriff’s Office, who told the 
newspaper that a skeleton had 
been found in Lucama with two 

holes in the skull.
The autopsy report lists the 

cause of death as a shotgun 
wound to the head and the man-
ner of death as homicide.

Whether washed ashore, 
unearthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the woods, 
discovered in abandoned 
houses, killed on busy roads 
or located in rivers, ponds and 
along railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain unidentified 
in North Carolina. This is one of 
their stories.

The shotgunned man stood 6 
feet tall, but his weight couldn’t 
be estimated. He had brown 
hair with an unknown eye color.

The skeleton had been in the 
barn for three to six months, 
according to the archived news 
article.

“The lieutenant said no weap-
on was found in the building nor 
was there any clothing or any 
other items on the body,” the 
article states.

The shotgunned man’s as-
signed case number in NamUs 
is 13354. It’s the second-oldest 
unidentified body case in the 
state. 

Anyone with information in 
the shotgunned man’s death can 
call the N.C. Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner at 919-743-
9000.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a 

weekly series examining the 
more than 120 cases of unidenti-
fied human remains discovered 
in North Carolina. Reporter 

Lindell J. Kay produces each 
installment for The Enterprise of 
Spring Hope and other Restora-
tion NewsMedia newspapers.

UNIDENTIFIED

The Wilson County Sheriff’s Office maintains a substation in Lucama, 
where a man’s skeleton was found in 1974. The sheriff’s office said 
the Lucama Police Department, which has since been disbanded, 
investigated the homicide. The victim’s identity remains unknown. 
Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Mother accused of 
killing baby last year
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — 
City police have accused 
a woman of killing her 
young child after investi-
gating the 2020 death.

Vonquetta Nitrice Hilliard 
faces a charge of second-
degree murder. She is being 
held in the Nash County 
Detention Center under a 
$275,000 bond, said Cpl. 
Ricky Jackson, public infor-
mation officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department. 
Police didn’t immediately 
release the child’s or moth-
er’s age. 

On July 31, officers re-
sponded to the 200 block 
of Kinlaw Court to provide 
assistance on a medical 

call. 
“When of-

ficers arrived, 
they located 
an infant suf-
fering from 
a traumatic 
head injury,” 
Jackson said. 
“The juvenile 

was transported to Nash 
UNC Health Care before 
being transferred to Vidant 
Medical Center in Green-
ville for further medical 
treatment.”

Vidant doctors pro-
nounced the child dead on 
Aug. 21. 

Detectives charged Hill-
iard after a thorough in-
vestigation and review of 
additional evidence and 
recently completed medi-
cal reports, Jackson said. 

Hilliard

Water woes spark political interest 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Folks 
packed town hall on June 
7 to question officials 
about recent water out-
ages, with one outspoken 
new resident revealing 
political aspirations.

Kyle Pritchard, who 
recently purchased a 
home on East Nash Street, 
voiced his concerns about 
what he called the town’s 
crumbling water system 
infrastructure. Pritchard 
ended his public com-
ments by asking the 
gathered crowd to vote in 
November.  

When asked after the 
meeting whether he in-
tended to run for town 
office, Pritchard said “no,” 
then changed his answer 
to “I don’t know.” Late 

last week, he 
formally an-
nounced his 
intent to run 
for mayor. 
That post and 
three Board of 
Commission-
ers seats are 

up for election this year.
Pritchard made contra-

dictory statements about 
the condition of his water 
during the meeting, in an 
interview with this news-
paper afterwards and with 
a television news reporter 
earlier in the day.  

Pritchard told the town 
board that he has to bathe 
his young daughter in 
brown water. Later in his 
public comments, he said 
he fears there are carcino-
gens in the water.

When asked after the 
meeting why he bathes his 
child in water he thinks 
might contain cancer-
causing agents, Pritchard 
said he was doing that 
before he had a water fil-
tration system installed. 
However, in an interview 
with Raleigh-based CBS 
affiliate WNCN Channel 
17, Pritchard complained 
about brown water and 
having to bathe in the 
water. He showed brown-
ish water coming out of 
his kitchen tap that day 
— even with the filtration 
system installed.

“We go to run the bath-

water for our daughter, 
and it’s brown. We wash 
our dishes and the water 
is brown. We wash our 
clothes and the water is 
brown,” Pritchard told 
CBS 17.

The East Nash Street 
house built in 1950 has no 
record of permits to re-
place water pipes, accord-
ing to a check with staff 
at Nash County Building 
Inspections. So it’s diffi-
cult to say whether it’s the 
town’s aging system or the 
house’s old pipes that’s 
causing any water discol-
oration.

The town water is safe 
and has passed state test-
ing, said Tracy Miller, 
regional manager with 
Envirolink, the company 
contracted to handle the 
town’s public works.

An anonymous social 
media page demanding 
fixes to the town’s water 
system popped up May 28. 
Pritchard’s town meeting 
speech mirrored much 
of what had been posted 
anonymously. 

He denied afterwards 
that he’s the source of the 
anonymous posts and sug-
gested it could be Ethan 
Vester.

Vester, president of the 
Spring Hope Chamber 
of Commerce, said that’s 
preposterous. He lives in 
Bailey and has been unaf-
fected by Spring Hope’s 

water issues, plus it’s his 
job to promote businesses 
in town, not stir the pot.

Town residents have ex-
perienced low water pres-
sure in the past month and 
went three days without 
water when a main line 
broke in mid-May.

Mayor Buddy Gwaltney 
said the town’s recent 
water troubles were un-
usual and town staff and 
Envirolink employees 
have been working to fix 
the problems, but a total 
replacement of the system 
built decades ago would 
likely mean a property tax 
hike.

In an extra step, Gwalt-
ney took time to allow ev-
ery resident in attendance 
to voice opinions and ask 
questions, which stretched 
the meeting past two 
hours.

Resident Robin Kori-
canek asked why com-
ments had been disabled 
on the town’s Facebook 
page. She said the town 
was silencing opposition.

Town Manager Jae Kim 
said comments had been 
turned off due to uncon-
structive criticism and 
misinformation.

Residents said they 
wanted to interact di-
rectly with Envirolink 
employees. Gwaltney said 
he would set up a town 
hall-style meeting. A date 
wasn’t specified. 

Pritchard

Settlement reached in pesticide case
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The N.C. Pesticide 
Board recently approved a settlement 
agreement with a crop duster whose 
chemicals drifted onto local forest land.

Carl W. Shelley, a licensed aerial pes-
ticide applicator with Blue Water Heli-
copter Services in Galivants Ferry, South 
Carolina, agreed to pay $1,200 because 
pesticide applied during an aerial treat-
ment of a clearcut forest drifted and 
caused damage to an adjacent forest 
property in Spring Hope, said Brandon 
Herring, public information officer with 
the N.C. Department of Agriculture’s 
Structural Pest Control and Pesticides 
Division.

North Carolina law states that no one 
can apply pesticides under conditions 
in which drift from pesticide particles or 
vapors results in adverse effects.

The recently announced settlements 
include nine other cases from coun-
ties across the state, including Pitt and 
Sampson counties.

In Pitt County, Christopher Owenby, 
a licensed pesticide dealer at Southern 
States of Farmville, agreed to pay $500 

for improperly selling a soil fumigant to 
a private pesticide applicator who was 
not certified in the soil fumigation cat-
egory at the time.

In Sampson County, Kenneth L. Cain, 
a private pesticide applicator in Garland, 
agreed to pay $1,000 for buying and ap-
plying restricted-use pesticides without 
a valid certification or license. Cain has 
since obtained certification.

Also in Sampson County, Meherrin 
Agricultural & Chemical Co., a licensed 
pesticide dealer, agreed to pay $1,200 for 
improperly selling restricted-use pesti-
cides to someone without a valid certifi-
cation or license.

Other settlements involve cases of im-
proper pesticide disposal and improper 
pesticide application.  

North Carolina law states 

that no one can apply 

pesticides under conditions 

in which drift from pesticide 

particles or vapors results in 

adverse e!ects.
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Swabs help bone marrow donors match with patients
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

BAILEY — To help increase 
the donor repository for blood 
cancer research, volunteers are 
holding drive-thru swab events 
in southern Nash County and 
nearby communities where 
prospective donors can provide 
their DNA for possible matches.

The first event was held June 
6 in the Bailey Baptist Church 
parking lot. More “swab-thrus” 
are planned, but specifics aren’t 
yet available.

Every year, tens of thousands 
of people need a bone marrow 
transplant. For many patients 
with blood disorders and can-
cers like leukemia and lympho-
ma, this treatment is their only 
hope. While some patients can 
find a matching donor within 
their family, 70% have to rely on 
a stranger. 

Registered donors have a 1 in 
430 chance of being matched to 
a recipient. Many patients can’t 
find the lifesaving donor they 
need. Only 2% of the population 
is on the registry, and people 
of color are underrepresented, 
meaning patients of African, 
Latino and Asian descent have a 
more challenging time finding a 
matching donor.

Bailey native Heather Louise 
Finch hosted the swab-thru. She 
is a Woman of the Year candi-
date for the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society of the Greater 
Washington, D.C., region’s an-
nual campaign. 

Finch returned to North Caro-
lina during the pandemic to care 
for her mother and later her 
uncle, who was diagnosed with 
leukemia in 2020.

“I accepted the nomination 
with one purpose, to fight for 
those who are fighting for their 
lives from underrepresented 
backgrounds,” Finch said.

To advance cancer research 
and discover new treatments, 
clinical trials need to reflect the 
United States’ population diver-
sity. Blood cancer doesn’t dis-
criminate, and people of every 
age, gender, ethnicity and so-
cioeconomic status are affected. 
Research has shown that popu-
lations at risk for cancer health 
disparities are also less likely 
than other groups to participate 
in clinical trials or join the donor 
registry. 

“There is a misperception 
that information is handed 
over to U.S. officials that could 
cause deportation or tracking 
people, which is false,” Finch 
said. “It’s essential for people to 
understand the facts. We keep 

evolving as a society, so more 
samples are needed for research 
and matches.”

Over the past 30 years, Be 
The Match, operated by the 
National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram, has managed the larg-

est and most diverse marrow 
registry in the world, working 
every day to save lives through 
transplants.

The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society says it’s the largest 
funder of cutting-edge research 

to advance cures among blood 
cancer nonprofits, investing 
nearly $1.3 billion in research.

To learn more about becoming 
a cord blood or bone marrow 
donor, visit https://bethematch.
org/support-the-cause. 

Deputy Jamel Winstead of the Nash County Sheriff’s Office swabs his cheeks as event organizer Heather 
Louise Finch waits to collect the DNA sample for cancer research during a Be the Match “swab-thru” held 
June 6 at Bailey Baptist Church. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Commissioners approve new subdivision near Red Oak 
By Ken Ripley
kripley@springhopeenterprise.

com

NASHVILLE — A pro-
posed 82-acre Jones Farm 
Subdivision immediately 
west of Red Oak’s town 
limits won the Nash Coun-
ty Board of Commission-
ers’ approval June 7 after 
the developer redrew the 
design to make the subdi-
vision less dense. 

The property, owned by 
Four Seasons Contractors, 
was originally submitted 
to the board in May as 
a RA-20 conditional use 
medium density rezoning 
request to create a 74-lot 
subdivision at Red Oak 
Road and N.C. 43. The 
county planning board 
unanimously approved 
the project.

Commissioners voted to 
table the request and send 
it back to the planning 
board for reconsidera-
tion after area residents 
voiced heavy opposi-
tion to the subdivision’s 
20,000-square-foot density 
and complained about the 
site’s location at a danger-
ous intersection.

After later hearing even 
more opposition from the 
community, the planning 
board on May 17 reversed 
its previous opinion on a 
4-3 vote to recommend 
denial of the rezoning as 
“incompatible with the ex-
isting residential density 
of the surrounding area.”

As commissioners last 
week were discussing how 

to respond, the developer 
— eager to proceed — 
asked the board to allow 
it to amend its request to 
R-30 (30,000-square-foot 
lots) instead of R-20 and 
submitted a sketch plan 
which reduced the num-
ber of lots to 59, 15 fewer 
than the original proposal.

Through a series of mo-
tions, the board agreed 
to rezone the property 
to R-30 conditional use 
single-family residential 
and approved the revised 
subdivision.

Commissioners praised 
the developers for “work-
ing with the community” 
to achieve a compromise, 
but several said later they 
would have been willing to 
approve the original pro-
posal as submitted.

During the past year, the 
county has been repeat-
edly asked to create R-20 
residential zones for new 
subdivisions, especially in 
the southern part of the 
county in the Green Pond 
area near Bailey.

Rural residents have 
generally been opposed 
to the smaller-lot subdivi-
sions, and commissioners 
have shown their own 
reluctance even as they 
approved requests that 
conform to the county’s 
guidelines.

Commissioners did 
put a sharp limit on the 
practice of “clustering,” 
which allows develop-
ers to create smaller lots 
in larger-lot zones if the 
subdivision retains the 

same number of lots and 
sets aside the land saved 
for public use. Clustering 
allows developers to de-
sign subdivisions around 
problem areas like wet-
lands. The board amend-
ed the county’s unified 
development ordinance 
to ensure the smallest 
clustered lot is still 20,000 
square feet.

In another zoning action 
immediately after approv-
ing the Jones Farm Sub-
division, commissioners 
voted to allow a developer 
to renew an expired con-
ditional use permit to al-
low Phase 2 development 
of the Old Spring Hope 
Road Subdivision between 
Nashville and Rocky 
Mount.

Phase 2 is part of a 
larger 74-acre tract the 
county rezoned in 2004 
to R-20-CU based on the 
availability of water from 
Rocky Mount.

Phase 1 of the subdivi-
sion was recorded in 2008, 
which includes 24 total 
lots, but the recession in 
2008 stalled the subdivi-
sion’s development until 
residential construction 
began this April. Develop-
ment of the 45-lot phase 
two was discontinued for 
more than a year, which 
caused its conditional use 
permit to expire.

Without any public 
opposition, commission-
ers last week agreed to 
renew the expired permit 
and allow development 
to continue as originally 

planned. Once the subdivi-
sion is fully developed, the 
developers have asked, 
and expect, the city of 
Rocky Mount to annex the 
subdivision as a voluntary 
satellite annexation.

In other zoning busi-
ness, commissioners ap-
proved three other very 
small zoning requests for 
office or commercial use 
without any public objec-
tion.

But the board’s dis-
comfort over subdivision 
densities resurfaced at the 
end of the meeting during 
commissioners’ comments 
when Commissioner Sue 

Leggett suggested the 
board limit subdivision re-
zonings in the rural areas 
to no smaller than R-30 
until the county has com-
pleted its update in pro-
cess on its land use plan.

Commissioner Dan 
Cone immediately sup-
ported her proposal, 
noting the county was 
angering residents by its 
inconsistency and lack of 
certainty on subdivision 
densities.

Other commissioners, 
however, objected to any 
blanket moratoriums, 
saying they were willing 
to approve R-20 zones if 

reasonable and wanted to 
evaluate each request on 
its own merits.

In other, more ceremo-
nial actions, the commis-
sioners honored board 
clerk Janice Evans for re-
ceiving her Master Clerk 
Certificate from the N.C. 
Association of County 
Clerks, celebrated the 
20th anniversary of the 
NASH Senior Center — its 
name stands for New Age-
less Senior Haven — and 
joined the sheriff’s of-
fice in presenting the old 
North State Award to re-
tiring employee Deborah 
Tyson. 

Chamber holds community yard sale 
Riley watches humans browse items during Saturday’s Community Yard Sale at the Depot 
Park sponsored by the Spring Hope Chamber of Commerce. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise
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Federal charges added in Franklin County drug probe
The Wake Weekly 

LOUISBURG — A Lou-
isburg man was arrested 
June 2 on federal drug and 
weapons charges. 

The Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office previ-
ously arrested 44-year-old 
Jermaine Carlton Jones 
on Jan. 21. At the time, 
deputies found him with 
cocaine, marijuana, two 
handguns and more than 
$16,000 in cash.

After that arrest, a 
search warrant was is-
sued for Jones’ home in 
the 100 block of Halifax 
Road, Louisburg. There, 
detectives discovered 

and seized 
more cocaine, 
marijuana 
and $6,800 in 
cash, a press 
release said.

The street 
value of the 
drugs was 

around $32,000, the sher-
iff’s office said.

Jones is now being 
charged by the federal Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
with possession with in-
tent to distribute cocaine 
and marijuana, possession 
of a firearm in furtherance 
of a drug trafficking crime 

and possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted felon.

Local authorities also 
charged him with traffick-
ing in cocaine, possession 
with intent to sell and 
deliver cocaine, posses-
sion with intent to sell and 
deliver marijuana and 
maintaining a dwelling for 
the purpose of selling con-
trolled substances.

“Our office has made 
it a priority to use every 
resource available to ad-
dress drug trafficking in 
our communities,” Frank-
lin County Sheriff Kent 
Winstead said in a state-
ment. “Partnering with 

the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms and 
the Louisburg Police De-
partment to bring federal 
drug and weapons charges 
has proved to be an effec-
tive strategy in ridding our 
neighborhoods of repeat 
offenders. We will contin-
ue our aggressive pursuit 
of drug dealers who con-
tinue to push these illegal 
drugs in our county.”

Jones was placed in the 
Franklin County Deten-
tion Center under a fed-
eral detainer. 

He also received a 
$500,000 secured bond on 
the new charges.  

Jones

The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office says the marijuana, 
cocaine and more than $22,000 in cash shown here was 
seized from a Louisburg man now facing federal drug and 
firearms charges. Contributed photo 

Nash school board member named to Hunt Fellows program 
From staff reports

A Nash County Board of 
Education member has been se-
lected to participate in the Hunt 
State Policy Fellows Program’s 
inaugural cohort.

LaShawnda Washington of 
Rocky Mount will join several 
other elected officials and edu-
cators across the state in the in-
novative program meant to de-
velop education-focused future 
policymakers.

“The Hunt State Policy Fel-
lows program perfectly aligns 
with the Hunt Institute’s mission 
to help policymakers navigate 
an ever-changing education 
landscape and prepare them to 
work across the aisle to improve 
outcomes for all of North Caro-
lina’s students. I look forward 
to working with this group of 
young leaders to build champi-
ons of education,” said former 
Gov. Jim Hunt of Wilson County, 
the Hunt Institute’s board chair-
man. 

The program aims to provide 
a bipartisan group of future 
education policymakers and 
aspiring state and local elected 
officials in North Carolina 

with the resources, 
space and expertise 
needed to develop 
thoughtful posi-
tions on a variety 
of education policy 
issues. To do so, the 
institute gathered 
leaders from across 

the state including county com-
missioners, school board mem-
bers, mayors, city councilors, 
advocates and other community 
leaders.

From July through November, 
participants will meet for three 
sessions discussing North Caro-
lina’s education governance 
and key policy issues across 
the continuum from birth to the 
workforce. 

These sessions will take place 
over two days and offer ways for 
fellows to engage in construc-
tive dialogue around leadership 
in the public policy landscape, 
building consensus across par-
ties and navigating competing 
agendas. 

During each meeting, par-
ticipants will hear from leading 
practitioners, elected officials 
and state and national resource 
experts to build their capacity 

to be informed advocates for 
North Carolina’s students, said 
Javaid Siddiqi, the institute’s 
president and chief executive 
officer.

“Creating a pipeline of in-
formed education leaders, 
beginning at the municipal 
and county levels, continuing 
through the North Carolina 
General Assembly and on to 
state and national elected of-
fice, will ensure that North 
Carolina continues to have 
strong voices for education in 
policymaking positions,” Sid-
diqi said. 

“The Hunt State Policy Fel-
lows is a natural extension of 
our Hunt-Kean Leadership Fel-
lows model, working with of-
ficials earlier on in their careers 
to ensure education remains 
a consistent focus throughout 
their time in the policymaking 
space.”   

Members of the 2021 Hunt 
State Policy Fellows inaugural 
cohort are: 

• Miles Atkins, mayor, 
Mooresville.

• Sherry Butler, Catawba 
County commissioner, Newton.

• Hannah Chan, founder, N.C. 

Asian American Coalition, Cary.
• Newell Clark, mayor, Lex-

ington.
• Rani Dasi, Chapel Hill-

Carrboro school board member, 
Chapel Hill.

• Amanda Edwards, Bun-
combe County commissioner, 
Weaverville.

• Larken Egleston, Charlotte 
City Council member, Charlotte.

• Franklin Gomez Flores, 
Chatham County commissioner, 
Pittsboro.

• Tim Foster, Onslow County 
commission vice chair, Jackson-
ville.

• Holly Grimsley, Cabarrus 
County school board chair, Con-
cord.

• Kate Groat, director of cor-
porate philanthropy, Live Oak 
Bank, Wilmington.

• Sharon Harker, Beaufort 
town commissioner, Beaufort.

• Deena Hayes-Greene, Guil-
ford County school board chair, 
Greensboro.

• Deb Hays, New Hanover 
County commissioner, Wilm-
ington.

• Tai Huynh, Chapel Hill 
Town Council member, Chapel 
Hill.

• Mark Jerrell, Mecklenburg 
County commissioner, Char-
lotte.

• Monika Johnson-Hostler, 
Wake County school board 
member, Thomasville.

• Matt Liles, special deputy 
attorney general, N.C. Depart-
ment of Justice, Raleigh.

• Christopher Marsicano, as-
sistant professor of educational 
studies and public policy, David-
son College, Davidson.

• Todd McNeill, Ashe County 
commission chair, Grassy 
Creek.

• Pedro Morey, Waxhaw town 
commissioner, Waxhaw.

• Clark Riemer, chief of staff 
for state Rep. Jason Saine, Ra-
leigh.

• Susan Rodriguez-McDowell, 
Mecklenburg County commis-
sioner, Charlotte.

• Zeb Smathers, mayor, Can-
ton.

• Catrina Thompson, Win-
ston-Salem chief of police, 
Winston-Salem.

• Catherine Whiteford, chair, 
N.C. Federation of Young Re-
publicans, Concord.

• Carol Worley, Clinton city 
school board vice chair, Clinton.

Washington

NC offers vaccine incentive: $4.5M in cash prizes, scholarships 
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — As part of 
North Carolina’s effort to 
encourage more North 
Carolinians to receive 
COVID-19 vaccines, Gov. 
Roy Cooper on Thursday 
announced the $4 Million 
Summer Cash and College 
Tuition drawings to moti-
vate those who have not 
yet been vaccinated — and 
thank those who have. 

Four vaccinated North 
Carolinians 18 and older 

will win $1 million each 
and four North Carolin-
ians ages 12-17 will win 
tuition for postsecondary 
education. 

North Carolinians 18 
and older who have re-
ceived at least one dose of 
a COVID-19 vaccine will 
be automatically entered 
into four drawings for a 
chance to win a $1 million 
cash prize.  

Youths ages 12-17 who 
have received at least one 
dose of the COVID-19 

vaccine will be automati-
cally entered into four 
drawings to win $125,000 
toward college education. 
The $125,000 can be used 
at any postsecondary in-
stitution and is awarded 
in the form of a NC 529 
account.

The $4 Million Summer 
Cash and Summer Cash 
4 College Drawings will 
run from June 23 through 
Aug. 4. All North Carolina 
residents 12 and older 
who have been vaccinated 

with at least one dose are 
eligible. Some restrictions 
may apply. 

Those vaccinated on 
or after Thursday’s an-
nouncement will be 
entered twice for each 
drawing, increasing the 
chance of winning for the 
newly vaccinated. Draw-
ings will take place every 
other week on Wednes-
days, with the first draw-
ing scheduled for June 23. 
New entries will close at 
midnight on the Sunday 

prior to the Wednesday 
drawing. Winners will 
be verified and then an-
nounced.

The drawings are part 
of the state’s Bringing 
Summer Back get-out-
the-vaccine campaign to 
increase awareness of the 
availability and safety of 
COVID-19 vaccines and 
encourage North Carolin-
ians to get a COVID-19 
vaccination as soon as 
they can. 

The $4 Million Summer 

Cash and Summer Cash 
4 College drawings will 
use federal coronavirus 
relief funds to fund the 
program. 

Learn more about the $4 
Million Summer Cash and 
Summer Cash 4 College 
Drawings at SummerVax-
Cash.com. For more infor-
mation about COVID-19 
vaccines and the state’s 
Bringing Summer Back 
initiative, visit YourSpo-
tYourShot.nc.gov or dial 
1- 888-675-4567.

12 Nash students graduate from Wilson Community College 
For The Enterprise

WILSON — The dozen 
Nash County students 
listed below graduated 
on May 21 from a Wilson 

Community College cur-
riculum program.

Graduates qualified for 
high honors with a cumu-
lative grade point average 

of 3.5 to 3.9 and highest 
honors with a cumulative 
GPA of 4.0. 

SPRING HOPE

• Tiera Laverne Ausby, 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in nursing. 

BAILEY

• Kiley Carolyn Branch, 
Associate of Arts degree in 
college transfer. 

MIDDLESEX

• Hailey Jo Morgan, As-
sociate of Applied Science 
degree in accounting and 
finance with high honors; 
Associate in Applied Sci-
ence in business adminis-
tration with high honors.

NASHVILLE

• Crystal Henderson 
Aldazaba, Associate of 

Applied Science degree in 
nursing. 

• Valerie Suzanne Wood, 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in nursing. 

SHARPSBURG

• Amber Shané Barnes, 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in medical 
office administration - pa-
tient service representa-
tive. 

ROCKY MOUNT

• Latoya Renee Greene, 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in early child-
hood education - non-
teaching licensure.

• Krista Jones, Associate 
of Arts degree in college 
transfer with high honors. 

• Various Anthony 
Jones, Associate of Ap-
plied Science degree in 
business administration.

• Kirsten Joi Little, As-
sociate of Arts degree in 
college transfer.

• Judy H. Ricks, Associ-
ate of Applied Science 
degree in nursing.

• Chelsea Nicole Weeks, 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence degree in accounting 
and finance. 
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Southern Nash Firebirds claim tri-match at SE Raleigh
From staff reports

RALEIGH — South-
ern Nash wrapped up 
regular-season wrestling 
action by defeating both 
its 4-A Cap 7 Conference 
opponents in a June 9 
tri-match at Southeast 
Raleigh.

The 3-A Big East Confer-
ence Firebirds stopped 
Sanderson 39-24 before 
stomping the host Bull-
dogs 48-4. Southern Nash 
closed the match against 
the Spartans with four 
straight wins, triggered by 
Jackson Wall’s 9-4 deci-
sion over Jackson Rivers 
of Sanderson in their 
182-pound bout. Jadel 
Davis and Trondrayl New-
some won their 195 and 
220 classes, respectively, 
by fall before Terrence 

Raspberry won the heavy-
weight match. 

Julius Hill, Luis Arellano 
and Nathaniel Palacios 
won by forfeit.

Against Southeast 
Raleigh, Davis and Rasp-
berry recorded pins. Luke 
Coble, Wall, Newsome, 
Arellano, Hill and Palacios 
won by forfeit. 

Firebirds smash 
Gryphons 15-0

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Sophomore Landen Baker 
came within a strike of 
pitching a five-inning 
no-hitter as his Southern 
Nash High varsity base-
ball team pummeled host 
Rocky Mount 15-0 in a 
mercy rule-shortened 
game June 8. 

Baker gave up the only 

hit he allowed with two 
outs and two strikes on 
the batter in the bottom of 
the fifth inning. He struck 
out eight and walked four 
while also going 2 for 2 
with a double, triple, two 
walks and an RBI at the 
plate.

Nine Firebirds had a hit 
as they totaled 12 hits on 
the day. A.J. High was 2 
for 4 with four RBIs while 
Carson Beckham was 2 
for 3 with a double and 
three RBIs and Mason 
Wells also had a three-run 
double.

Southern Nash, which 
advanced to 5-6 overall 
and 4-5 in 3-A Big East 
Conference play, jumped 
out to a 5-0 lead in the top 
of the first inning.

The Gryphons departed 
1-10 overall and winless 

through nine Big East out-
ings. 

Firebirds claim Big 
East boys title

FRANKLINTON — Be-
hind five individual first-
place finishes and two 
victorious relay teams, 
Southern Nash ruled the 
3-A Big East Conference 
track and field champion-
ship on the boys side June 
7 at Franklinton High.

The Firebirds won the 
4x400- and 4x800-meter 
relays while taking second 
in the 4x200. T.J. Taybron 
won the triple jump with 
a leap of 41 feet, 11 inches 
while finishing second 
in the long jump and ty-
ing for fourth in the high 
jump. 

Taybron, who also fin-

ished fourth in the 400, 
accounted for 25 of his 
team’s 177 points as the 
Firebirds pulled past sec-
ond-place Rocky Mount 
with 160. 

Northern Nash was 
third with 60 points, 
followed by Hunt (54), 
Franklinton (50) and Fike 
(43). 

Rocky Mount easily 
won the girls meet with 
247 points, well ahead of 
second-place Franklinton 
with 95. With 61 points, 
Hunt edged Southern 
Nash for third place by 
two points. Northern Nash 
was fifth with 54 while 
Fike placed sixth with 32.

Jalen McClaston won 
the boys 300 hurdles in 
42.14 seconds while tak-
ing third in the long jump. 
He was also on Southern 

Nash’s winning 4x400 
relay tandem with Sean 
Johnson, Lelyn Herndon 
and Logan Saunders that 
finished in 3:45.06. John-
son won the boys 400 in 
53.56. Freshman Xavier 
Horton of Southern Nash 
won the boys shot put 
with a heave of 41-5.

The Firebirds’ victorious 
4x800 relay unit of Saun-
ders, Kelvin Hill, Darrin 
Bailey and Tanner Baker 
came in at 8:51.01. Saun-
ders placed second in the 
800 while Bailey was sec-
ond in the high jump.

The Ladybirds’ best fin-
ish was sophomore Jermia 
Walkers’ win in the pole 
vault as she cleared 6-6 
to top Fike freshman Ava 
West at 6-0.

Firebirds’ Vick excels in a starring role
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7808

Jackson Vick’s time 
had come in the Southern 
Nash offensive backfield, 
and the speedy junior run-
ning back was more than 
ready for it.

Vick — who had served 
as an understudy the last 
two years behind the pro-
gram’s top two all-time 
leading rushers, Zono-
van Knight and Quinton 
Cooley — stepped into the 
starring role this spring as 
he ran for 1,072 yards and 
15 touchdowns. 

Vick’s production, which 
ranked sixth among state 
3-A runners and first in 
The Wilson Times reader-
ship area, elevates him to 
the level of his predeces-
sors as the Times Offen-
sive Player of the Year. 

Knight, a rising junior 
at N.C. State University, 

was a two-time recipient 
while Cooley, a rising red-
shirt freshman at Wake 
Forest University, claimed 
that honor in 2019. While 
Vick’s totals weren’t as 
impressive, he only played 
in seven games due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which moved the season 
to spring and shortened it 
by four games. 

“I could have had a bet-
ter year, but I feel like I fin-
ished pretty strong other 
than the circumstances of 
the COVID and stuff this 
year. It was a pretty short 
year,” Vick said.

He posted a season-high 
329 yards and 11.3 yards 
per carry in the Firebirds’ 
41-39 win at Fike to kick 
off 3-A Big East Confer-
ence play. Vick, listed at 
6-foot-0, 171 pounds this 
season, had four games 
with more than 100 yards 
and one with 90, and he 
accounted for 46.5% of the 

Firebirds’ rushing total in 
a season that saw them 
struggle to a 3-4 finish 
some 16 months after los-
ing their only game of the 
2019 season to Charlotte 
Catholic in the North Car-
olina High School Athletic 
Association 3-A champi-
onship game.

“Any time you’ve got 
somebody like him, some-
body that the other team 
has to worry about taking 
it to the house on every 
play, you have to pay more 
attention to one position, 
which helps other people,” 
assessed outgoing South-
ern Nash head coach Bri-
an Foster. “He did do some 
good stuff and broke some 
big plays. For the kind of 
year we had, I thought he 
did a really good job.”

Vick didn’t blink at step-
ping into the considerable 
shoes of Knight and Cooley.

Changing of the guard 

Southern Nash’s Jackson Vick, breaking into the clear for a long run during a game against 
Rocky Mount on April 3 at Firebird Stadium, is The Wilson Times All-Area Offensive Player 
of the Year after leading the area with 1,072 rushing yards and 15 rushing touchdowns. 
Sheldon Vick | Special to The Enterprise 

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Newly named Southern Nash High School varsity football coach Brian Batchelor talks to one of his Firebirds on the field. Batchelor takes the reins 
from longtime coach Brian Foster, who’s led the team since 1998 and served as an assistant from 1990-97. Mark Cone | SouthernNashNews.com 

Foster retires, 
Batchelor 
named Firebirds 
football coach
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

Southern Nash High School 
has named Brian Batchelor its 
new head varsity football coach.

Batchelor teaches social stud-
ies at the high school. He is also 
certified in physical education.

Batchelor will begin his 
coaching duties immediately 
and will transition into the 
physical education department 
at the beginning of the upcom-
ing school year in August, Nash 
County Public Schools an-
nounced June 7.  

“I am honored to have the op-
portunity to serve as the next 
head football coach of Southern 
Nash High School,” Batchelor 
said. “Having been a fan, player 
and coach at Southern Nash 
since 1990, I am extremely 
excited to work with our play-
ers, staff and community in the 
coming season.”

Southern Nash Principal 
Hugh Scott said he’s looking 
forward to Batchelor leading 
the school’s football program.

“We were deliberate with our 

See VICK, Page 6B

See FOSTER, Page 6B

See ROUNDUP, Page 6B
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Youth soccer champs, tournament winners named 
For The Enterprise

Nash County Recreation 
& Senior Services has an-
nounced the 2021 youth 
soccer regular-season 
champions and tourna-
ment champions.

Only three teams — the 
10-and-under girls’ Hor-
nets, the 14U girls’ Eagles 
and the 16U coed Silver 
Knights — won both 
regular-season and tour-
nament championships in 

their division. 
The annual tournament 

concludes the spring 
youth soccer season. Win-
ners and tourney runners-
up are listed by division.  

BOYS AGES 7-8

• Regular-season cham-
pion: Wolves.

• Tournament cham-
pion: Minecrafters.

• Tournament runner-

up: Wolves. 

GIRLS AGES 7-8 

• Regular-season cham-
pion: Red Oak Shark 
Shooters.

• Tournament champi-
on: Top Notch Lawn Care.

• Tournament runner-
up: Red Oak Shark Shoot-
ers.

BOYS AGES 9-10

• Regular-season cham-
pion: Bulldogs.

• Tournament cham-
pion: Mean Green. 

• Tournament runner-
up: Bulldogs.

GIRLS AGES 9-10

• Regular-season cham-
pion: Hornets.

• Tournament cham-
pion:  Hornets.

• Tournament runner-

up: Avengers. 

BOYS AGES 11-13

• Regular-season cham-
pion: Strikers.

• Tournament cham-
pion: Hawks.

• Tournament runner-
up: Strikers. 

GIRLS AGES 11-14

• Regular-season cham-

pion: Eagles.
• Tournament cham-

pion: Eagles.
• Tournament runner-

up: Lady Hawks.

COED AGES 14-16

• Regular-season cham-
pion: Silver Knights.

• Tournament cham-
pion: Silver Knights.

• Tournament runner-
up: Los Amigos. 

The Avengers were runners-up in the 10U girls’ youth 
soccer tournament. Contributed photo 

The Bulldogs won the 10U boys’ regular-season title and 
finished as divisional tournament runner-up. Contributed 

photo 

The Eagles swept the competition in the 14U girls’ division, 
winning the regular-season and tournament championships. 
Contributed photo 

The Hawks won the 13U boys’ youth soccer tournament. 
Contributed photo 

The Hornets took top honors in the 10U girls’ division, 
winning the regular-season and tournament championships. 
Contributed photo 

The Lady Hawks team posted a runner-up finish in the 14U 
girls’ youth soccer tournament. Contributed photo 

Mean Green won the 10U boys’ youth soccer tournament. 
Contributed photo 

The Minecrafters won Nash County Recreation & Senior 
Services’ 8U boys tournament championship. Contributed 

photo 

The Red Oak Shark Shooters are the 8U girls’ regular-
season champion and tournament runner-up. Contributed 

photo 

The Silver Knights won the 16U coed regular-season 
championship and divisional tournament. Contributed photo 

The Strikers earned the 13U boys’ regular-season 
championship and finished second in the divisional 
tournament. Contributed photo 

Top Notch Lawn Care won the 8U girls’ youth soccer 
tournament. Contributed photo 

The Wolves claimed the 8U boys’ regular-season title and 
finished the youth soccer tournament as divisional runner-
up. Contributed photo 

The Los Amigos team was named tournament runner-up in 
the 16U coed youth soccer division. Contributed photo 
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Nash celebrates new Red Oak Elementary School
For The Enterprise 

RED OAK — Nash 
County Public Schools 
held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Red 
Oak Elementary School 
on Wednesday.  

The new school will be 
located behind what is cur-
rently Red Oak Elemen-
tary School and will merge 
Cedar Grove, Red Oak and 
Swift Creek elementary 
schools into a combined 
facility that district admin-
strators describe as state-
of-the-art. 

The new Red Oak El-
ementary School will con-
sist of an 87,297-square 
-foot, single-story building 
equipped with administra-
tive areas, media center, 
cafeteria, classrooms 
and support and stor-
age spaces as well as a 
1,896-square-foot addition 
to the existing gymna-
sium. 

The project will 
also include partial 
renovation to the existing 

12,311-square-foot gym-
nasium building.

Nash County Board 
of Education and Nash 
County Board of Commis-
sioners members attended 
the ceremonial ground-
breaking, along with Nash 
County Public Schools 
administrators and staff, 
students representing the 
three merging elementary 
schools, Oakley Collier 
Architect representatives 
and numerous community 
members.

School board Chairman 
Franklin Lamm of Spring 
Hope, who represents 
District 3, and county 
commissioners’ Chairman 
Robbie Davis shared brief 
remarks. The highlight 
of the ceremony was stu-
dents Aaliyah Wheeling, 
Hannah Brown, Ke’Niya 
and Ke’Monta Lynch, Ben 
Alvarez and Mallori Ma-
son digging their shovels 
into the dirt to officially 
“break ground” on the 
project.  

Nash County dignitaries and 
students are pictured June 
9 during a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Red 
Oak Elementary School. The 
new school will be located 
behind the current Red 
Oak Elementary School. 
Contributed photo 

Students, from left, Hannah Brown, Aaliyah Wheeling, 
Ben Alvarez, Ke’Niya Lynch, Ke’Monta Lynch and Mallori 
Mason dig their shovels into the dirt in a ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the new Red Oak Elementary School. 
Contributed photo 

Fourth of July fireworks 
returning to Castalia 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

CASTALIA — After tak-
ing a year off due to the 
pandemic, this small Nash 
County town has big plans 
for its annual Indepen-
dence Day celebration.

“The fireworks are 
back,” said Town Clerk 
Malita Thompson.

For more than three de-
cades, the town has held a 
party to celebrate the na-
tion’s birthday.

The all-day family fun is 
scheduled a day early on 
July 3, since the Fourth of 

July falls on a Sunday this 
year.

Vendors will begin 
setup at 9 a.m. and the 
light and sound show 
pops off at dusk around 9 
p.m., meaning folks can 
enjoy a full day of things 
to do with food trucks, 
craft vendors, activities 
for kids, live music, a car 
show and more.

The annual Castalia In-
dependence Day Parade 
will feature local dignitar-
ies and floats representing 
area organizations.

The event will take place 
at Castalia Community 
Park, 9656 Main St.  

Welcome Week 
continues at NCC
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash Community College 
is hosting Welcome Week 
on campus from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday. 

New and returning stu-
dents are invited to learn 
more about the college and 
prepare for the fall semes-
ter, which begins Aug. 16.

“Throughout the week, 
we will engage visitors in 
informative and fun ac-
tivities that will get them 
acclimated to campus,” 
instructor Amanda Guy 
said. “Our goal is to let our 
community know there is 
a place for them at Nash.”

Orientation began with 
Money Monday and Tour 
Tuesday and continues with 
Wellness Wednesday, Talk 
to an Adviser Thursday and 
Finish-It Friday, according 
to NCC recruitment coordi-
nator Melissa Sykes. 

Prospective students 
who missed Monday’s fo-
cus on applying for schol-
arships, financial aid and 

veteran benefits and Tues-
day’s campus tours can 
still request assistance. 

“We hope the community 
will come to visit campus 
during Welcome Week,” 
Sykes said. “However, we 
are here to welcome visitors 
at any time they may need 
assistance at any point of 
the enrollment process.”

On Wellness Wednes-
day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
students and visitors will 
learn about the wide va-
riety of tutoring, counsel-
ing, advising and other 
services NCC provides to 
support the whole student.

At Talk to an Adviser 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m., new and returning 
students can meet with 
their adviser, plan their 
course schedule and en-
roll for the fall semester.

Students will wrap up their 
plans for the fall semester 
during Finish-It Friday. 

For more information, 
visit nashcc.edu/wel-
comeweek or email ad-
missions@nashcc.edu or 
advising@nashcc.edu.  
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Church success isn’t measured in attendance, offerings
Peachtree 

Baptist 
Church 
members 
came to 
church at 
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday to 
start their 
second 
week in a 

Sunday school gathering 
at 10. Jerry Hobgood led 
the service. His devotional 
was from 1 John 2:17. It is 
so wonderful to be back 
with everyone in Sunday 
school. Peachtree is get-
ting back to its regular 
schedule.

Special music: Jane May 

performed a piano solo. 
Pastor Gene Whitehouse 
played a video presenta-
tion for the song “I Know 
I’ll Be There,” sung by 
Karen Peck and accom-
panied by the New River 
Quartet.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Diane Sykes and 
her son, Reede, in loving 
memory of her husband, 
Ralph Sykes, in honor of 
his birthday on June 13.

Pastor’s message: “Dirty 
Christians 2,” with Scrip-
ture from Luke 6: 10-15.

Bible verse for the 
month of June: Ephesians 

3: 17-19. 

‘MAKING GOOD CHOICES’ 

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “Making Good 
Choices,” by Billy Gra-
ham, from “Peace for 
Each Day.”

“He that does the will of 
God abides forever.” — 1 
John 2:17.

“Many people ask, ‘Is 
this wrong?’ or ‘Is that 
wrong?’ ‘Is this sinful?’ 
or ‘Is that sinful?’ One 
simple question, earnestly 
and prayerfully asked, 
will clear this up. Just 
ask this question: ‘What 
would Christ have me to 
do?’ Another question 
you can ask is, ‘Can I ask 
His blessings upon this?’ 
or ‘Could I ask Christ to 
go along with me to this 
event?’ Being omnipres-
ent, He’ll be there anyway. 
The point is, should you?

“It does not mean that 
in society we are snobs or 
have a superiority com-
plex, lest we be in danger 
of spiritual pride which 
would be far worse than 
any worldliness. But you 
should always be able to 
tell the difference between 
the Christian and the un-
believer.

“Christians should 
stand out like sparking 
diamonds against a rough 
background. They should 
be poised, wholesome, 
cultured, courteous, gra-
cious, but firm in the 
things that they do and do 
not do. They should laugh 
and be radiant, refusing 
to allow the world to pull 
them down to its level.” 

THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA

My devotional this week 
is “Smyrna: The Faithful 
Church – Revelation 2:8-
11,” by Ed Jarrett.

“In the second and third 
chapters of Revelation 
are letters from Jesus to 
seven of the first-century 
churches in what is today 
Turkey.While I believe 
these letters were ad-
dressed to real churches 
of that day, I also believe 

they have great applica-
tion to our churches today. 
The second of these was 
to the church of Smyrna. 
This was a church that 
was faithful in spite of the 
opposition they faced.”

“To the angel of the 
church in Smyrna write: 
‘These are the words of 
him who is the First and 
the Last, who died and 
came to life again. I know 
your afflictions and your 
poverty — yet you are 
rich! I know about the 
slander of those who say 
they are Jews and are not, 
but are a synagogue of 
Satan. Do not be afraid of 
what you are about to suf-
fer. I tell you; the devil will 
put some of you in prison 
to test you, and you will 
suffer persecution for 10 
days. Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and I 
will give you life as your 
victor’s crown. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches. The one who 
is victorious will not be 
hurt at all by the second 
death.” — Revelation 2:8-
11 NIV.

“I suspect that most 
people, if they are church 
shopping, would not give 
Smyrna a second look. 
They appeared to be a 
church that was experi-
encing difficulties and had 
little to commend them 
materially. 

“Imagine a church today 
who can barely afford to 
keep the lights on; the 
heat is minimal; all of the 
furnishings are old and 
drab; the sound system 
is non-existent; and the 
building is in need of a 
coat of paint. Pretty attrac-
tive, isn’t it?

“Smyrna was also a 
church that seemed to be 
experiencing some op-
position from other local 
churches. It could be be-
cause of the message they 
proclaimed. Or it could be 
because of their ministry 
efforts to less desirable el-
ements of the community. 
There were those who 
wished that the church of 
Smyrna would just quietly 

close their doors and quit 
being an offense to their 
sense of how ‘church’ 
should be done.

“But someone very im-
portant didn’t share that 
opinion of this church; 
and that someone was 
Jesus. Where many saw a 
poor church, Jesus saw a 
rich church. One that was 
faithful, laying up riches 
in heaven, following his 
example in reaching out 
to the poor, the disadvan-
taged, the outcasts of soci-
ety. Where the world saw 
a church that was dying, 
Jesus saw a church that 
was very much alive and 
victorious.

“We would like to think 
that if a church is really 
being faithful to Christ, 
like the church at Smyrna 
was, that they would not 
have budget problems; 
that they would not face 
challenging times; and 
that life as a church would 
be grand. And while some 
of that may be true some 
of the time, for Smyrna 
it was not. Jesus warned 
them of continuing chal-
lenges, some that were 
worse than what they 
were currently experienc-
ing. And he encouraged 
them to remain faithful, 
and to experience the vic-
tor’s crown.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Peachtree’s Women’s 
Missionary Union will 
hold its first meeting at 11 
a.m. Wednesday, June 16.

• Sunday school will 
start at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, 
June 20. 

• A deacons’ meeting is 
planned for 7 p.m. Tues-
day, June 29.

• A church conference 
will be held at noon Sun-
day, July 11. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Jamie and Chad Bunn 
spent the weekend at the 
beach.

• Bob Bunn and I left 
June 9 for Boone. We 
stayed with our daugh-
ter, Kristi, and grandson, 

Giorgie. Kristi invited us 
to eat at her restaurant, 
The Painted Fish in Ban-
ner Elk. Wonderful food 
and service. Bob helped 
Kristi do repairs to her 
new home. We came home 
Saturday.

• Floods Chapel Origi-
nal Free Will Baptist 
Church is collecting dona-
tions for the St. Vincent’s 
Island volcano victims. 
Please contact the church 
for a list of needs.

Ephesus Baptist Church 
will present a Family Mov-
ie Night on Friday, June 
25. Movies are shown 
the last Friday of every 
month. This is an outdoor 
event, weather permitting.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

•Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Dorothy Nelson, 
Nikki Scott, Bill Wakefield 
and Gail Brantley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Audrey 
Farmer, Delcie Wakefield, 
Norman Whitley, Joan 
Eason, Amy and Robert 
Sykes, Jeannie Bennett, 
Sharron Wester, Bert 
Eason and Marta White-
house. 

• Undergoing treatment:  
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley and Deborah 
Massey.

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hobgood.

• Birthday blessings 
to Jamie May (June 6), 
Chase Gupton (June 19), 
Doug Hayes (June 23), 
Destiny King (June 23), 
Abigail Edwards (June 
24), Bart Wood (June 25), 
Faye Vick (June 27), Cecil 
Wilson (June 28) and Glen 
Wood (June 29).

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know at 
least two weeks before the 
events. I will need your 
news no later than 2 p.m. 
on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

PEACHTREE NEWS

FRAN 
BUNN

Local churches celebrate their graduates 
King-

dom Inter-
national 
Church 
honored 
graduates 
during 
Sunday’s 
service. 
Children’s 
Pastor 

Cindy Lamm and assis-
tant Brenda Braswell pre-
sented preschool, pre-K 
and kindergarten gradu-
ates with Bibles imprinted 
with their names. 

The group, with the help 
of other children’s church 
kids, performed a mime for 
the congregation. Well done!  
Youth Pastor Grant McGloth-
lin presented the high school 
and college graduates with 
journals, after which Pastor 
Daniel Moss gave the morn-
ing message.

Christian Fellowship 
Church honored its gradu-
ates on Sunday. Pastor 
Daniel Parker delivered 
the morning message, the 
sixth installment in the 

“Doorways to Destiny” 
series. The church will 
host its Champions in Life 
vacation Bible school in 
August. Stay tuned to this 
column for updates in July. 

Sandy Cross United 
Methodist Church cel-
ebrated its graduates on 
Sunday morning followed 
by the message from Pas-
tor Eric Packard.  The 
church will host its “Rocky 
Railway” VBS in the sec-
ond week of July. See this 
column for updates to-
ward the end of June. 

Condolences to the fam-
ilies of Earl Cary, James 

Proctor Sr., Mark Batten 
and Judy Parker.

Bible verse of the week 
is Psalm 28:9: “Save thy 
people, and bless thine in-
heritance: feed them also, 
and lift them up for ever.”

Quote of the week 
is from Iris Anderson: 
“Some people have been 
in survival/overcoming 
mode for so long it seems 
they’ve forgotten how to 
access the trusting/enjoy-
ing ‘‘ife in Christ mode.”

Recipe of the week is 
from my Nana, Pauline 
Crawford, and was given 
to me when I was a teen.

Send church news and 
upcoming events for the 
Sandy Cross community to 
emilysillsnews@aol.com.

Emily Sills writes a weekly 
column on happenings in 
the Sandy Cross commu-
nity. Email her at emilysill-
snews@aol.com. 

One-Egg Cake

2 cups self-rising flour

1 cup sugar

1 stick butter

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 cup of milk

1 egg

Cream sugar and butter together until flu!y. Add the vanilla and egg and beat until 

smooth. Gradually add the flour and milk alternately, beating until blended.  Pour into 

2 round, greased and floured cake pans and bake at 350 degrees until toothpick in-

serted comes out clean. This cake is so good that my youngest son requested it for his 

birthday every year until he went to college. We don’t use icing — we just eat it plain 

like it is right out of the pan. 

Study-abroad group seeks host families 
For The Enterprise 

CHAPEL HILL — Al-
lison Stalberg Siebens, 
a local coordinator for 
Foreign Links Around the 
Globe, is looking for host 
families in North Carolina 
to host foreign exchange 
high school students for 
the upcoming 2021-22 
school year.

“I was fortunate enough 

to study abroad so much 
in my youth. I saw so 
much of the world, and 
it made me who I am to-
day,” said Siebens. “Now I 
want to pay it forward and 
bring the world to North 
Carolina.”

Foreign Links Around 
the Globe students come 
to the United States from 
more than 51 foreign 
countries. They attend 

high school from one to 
two school semesters 
while in the care of a local 
host family.

The organization is 
small by design, allowing 
local coordinators like 
Siebens to work closely 
with host families and stu-
dents to make sure all are 
getting the intercultural 
experience they want.

All participating stu-

dents are required to 
speak English, and host 
families are expected to 
provide a bed and three 
meals a day. All students 
tested for COVID-19 be-
fore arrival.

Any North Carolina 
families who are inter-
ested can apply to be a 
host family online at www.
flag-intl.org. 

SANDY CROSS NEWS

EMILY 
SILLS

The church 

will host its 

Champions in Life 

vacation Bible 

school in August.



Rolesville woman wins $1 million NC lottery prize 
For The Enterprise

Teresa Saunders of 
Rolesville still can’t believe 
her luck after finding out 

she won $1 million in the 
first Millionaire Maker 

Second-Chance drawing.
“I’m so excited, I don’t 

believe it,” she recalled. 
“I’m just so thrilled and 
I’m speechless.”

The thrill began with 
a June 9 phone call as 
Saunders was at Party 
City, shopping for her 
granddaughter’s sweet 
16 birthday party the next 
day.

“I started crying in the 
store!” she said. “All I 
thought was, ‘I have to get 
to my car right now!’”

Her entry was chosen 
from over 1,319,154 en-
tries in that day’s Million-
aire Maker second-chance 
drawing. Winners of 
second-chance drawings 
receive a phone call or 
email notifying them that 
they won.

“You know, I’ve always 

said, ‘the only way I’ll ever 
be a millionaire is if I won 
the lottery!’” said Saun-
ders.

 “So, I went home, I 
fixed me a glass of cham-
pagne and I sat down on 
the porch. I think I sat 
there until about 9:30 last 
night!”

Saunders claimed 
her prize Thursday at 
North Carolina Educa-
tion headquarters in Ra-
leigh. Saunders had the 
choice of taking the $1 
million as an annuity of 
20 payments of $50,000 
a year or a lump sum of 
$600,000. 

She chose the $600,000 
lump sum and after re-
quired state and federal 
tax withholdings, took 
home $424,500.

Saunders, a retired 

literacy coach with the 
Wake County Public 
School System, said she 
plans to take a trip to 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
live a comfortable retire-
ment and help her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
have a good life.

“It’s a comfortable feel-
ing,” she said.

Two more Millionaire 
Maker second-chance 
drawings remain. Each 
drawing offers one $1 
million grand prize, one 
$100,000 prize, and 20 
$500 prizes. 

To enter the next draw-
ing, enter your Millionaire 
Maker tickets via the lot-
tery’s website or scan the 
ticket’s bar code using 
the N.C. Lottery Official 
Mobile App, like Saunders 
did. 

State DMV anticipates extremely high summer volume
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
With health safety condi-
tions improving in North 
Carolina and its tradition-
al summer busy season 
fast approaching, the N.C. 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
is anticipating an unusu-
ally high level of activity in 
the coming weeks.

“Many people waited to 
schedule in-person ser-

vices until it was safer to 
do so, which could lead to 
a summer with our high-
est-ever level of demand,” 
said Commissioner Torre 
Jessup. 

“We encourage people 
to save time and conduct 
their business online if 
possible.”

The DMV points to sev-
eral factors that could af-
fect service levels over the 

coming weeks, including:
• Summer is the busiest 

season for the DMV.
• Many people have 

waited until they were 
vaccinated to conduct 
their business.

• The DMV vacancy rate 
remains high as North 
Carolina’s job market is so 
strong.

• COVID-19 safety re-
strictions created a back-

log of thousands of teen-
age drivers who now need 
road tests to obtain their 
Level 3 license.

To address the high de-
mand, the DMV has taken 
the following steps:

• Increased capacity by 
opening new offices.

• Added Saturday hours 
and expanded weekday 
hours at busier offices.

• Hired new examiners.

• Continued recruiting 
for additional examiners.

• Increased the number 
of services customers can 
conduct online.

The DMV encourages 
people to take these steps 
to save time during high-
volume months:

• If possible, use the 
DMV’s online services.

• If you must conduct 
your business in person, 

schedule an appointment.
• If you can, wait to con-

duct your business until 
after Labor Day.

For health safety rea-
sons, all road-testing 
drivers will be required to 
wear a mask, as will the 
examiner, and all testing 
drivers will have their 
temperature checked be-
fore beginning the road 
test. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Home Repairs NOTICES

Child Care

NEED 2 CHRISTIAN
CAREGIVERS NOW!!

for Wonderful Father 90 in East
Raleigh. Needs 24/7 care. $100 per
24 hrs. Dad Covid vacccinated &
caregiver must be also. 24 to 48

hour shifts STRAIGHT THROUGH.
Last person no show. NEED RELI-
ABLE HELP ASAP. Please leave
voice mail 773-251-5957 thank you

very much.

JOBS

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

EXPERIENCED CASHIERS
&

SHIFT SUPERVISORS
NEEDED

For busy Convenience Store
FULL & PART TIME

Must be able to work nights
& weekends.

EXP. IN CONVENIENCE STORE
A MUST!! BI-LINGUAL A+
Drug free work environment

Apply in Person at:
739 Ward Blvd, Wilson, NC

or Email:
mazinsaleh01@gmail.com

NC sheriffs question bill limiting mug shots’ release 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

North Carolina sheriffs 
are balking at state legisla-
tion that would ban them 
from releasing mug shots 
to the public.

Senate Bill 660, titled 
Regulate Dissemination 
of Booking Photograph, 
passed the Senate 47-1 in 
April and has been sent to 
the House.

Lawmakers sponsoring 
the bill say it’s meant to 
stop online mug shot mills 
from making a profit on 
people seeking to have 
their jail booking photo-
graphs pulled from the 
internet. Language in the 
bill would prohibit law en-
forcement agencies from 
releasing suspects’ mug 
shots in most situations. 

To obtain booking pho-
tos, reporters would have 
to sign an affidavit along 
with each request promis-
ing the images won’t be 
used in a mug shot maga-

zine or online mug shot 
database published mainly 
for profit.  

“To be clear, we are 
speaking out against the 
part that would prevent 
us from keeping booking 
photos as a public record,” 
said Brunswick County 
Sheriff John Ingram, past 
president of the North 
Carolina Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion.

Releasing mug shots is a 
practical matter, said Chief 
Deputy Brandon Medina 
of the Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office.

“We release mug shots 
on social media and press 
releases to eliminate any 
possible confusion as to 
who was arrested for a 
crime,” Medina said. “We 
have this practice based 
on our geographical area 
having a lot of individuals 
with like names. A mug 
shot can eliminate any 
confusion relatively quick-
ly. We feel that our citizens 
want to know who is ar-
rested and what for.”

The N.C. Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation discussed this bill 
last week, said Carteret 
County Sheriff Asa Buck, 
a member of the associa-
tion’s executive commit-
tee.

“We do have serious 
concerns about the re-
strictions that would be 
imposed the way the bill 
is worded,” Buck said. 
“Our association Execu-
tive Vice President Eddie 
Caldwell will be advising 
the bill sponsors of our 
concerns and request they 
remove the language from 
the bill that places any 
restrictions upon sheriffs 
releasing booking photos. 
We understand the intent 
of the bill is to prevent 
certain publications from 
obtaining money in order 
to remove photos from 
their publications, and we 
support their efforts to do 
so. However, the language 
included in the bill that 
restricts sheriffs from 
releasing booking photos 
is unnecessary and would 

adversely affect the sher-
iffs’ ability to provide this 
information to the general 
public and crime victims.”

SB 660 is sponsored by 
Sens. Danny Britt, Mi-
chael Lazzara and Wiley 
Nickel.

The legislation is meant 
to stop mug shot compa-
nies from charging money 
to remove a booking pho-
to from online galleries 
and databases, Britt told 
the News & Observer in 
April. He said private par-
ties shouldn’t be able to 
extort people by holding a 
mugshot over their heads. 

Reputable news orga-
nizations don’t charge a 
fee to take mug shots of-
fline. The Enterprise will 
remove booking photos 
upon request when former 
arrestees provide docu-
mentation of dismissals or 
expungements. 

Booking photos are not 
listed in any exception to 
the N.C. Public Records 
Act in General Statute 
132, according to an anal-

ysis by Jennifer Bedford, 
a legislative staff attorney. 
State Supreme Court 
precedent holds that any 
records in a government 
agency’s possession are 
presumed public unless a 
law declares them exempt. 

Senate Bill 660 would 
explicitly state that book-
ing photos are not public 
record. If the bill becomes 
law, police and deputies 
would be prohibited from 
providing a copy of a 
booking photo in any for-
mat except as provided in 
the bill, which states: 

“A law enforcement 
agency may only provide 
a copy of a booking photo-
graph of a defendant pre-
trial under one of the fol-
lowing circumstances: (1) 
The disclosure is neces-
sary for law enforcement 
purposes. (2) To comply 
with discovery require-
ments. (3) For use in crim-
inal proceedings in district 
court. (4) To comply with 
a court order. (5) To fulfill 
a request for a copy of the 

booking photograph, as 
provided in subsection (e) 
of this section.”

Subsection (e) states 
that anyone requesting a 
booking photo must do so 
in writing by providing the 
arrestee’s name and time 
and date of arrest. 

“The application must 
also include a sworn af-
fidavit signed by the appli-
cant and attesting, under 
penalty of perjury, that the 
booking photograph will 
not be placed in a publish-
for-pay publication or 
posted to a publish-for-pay 
website.”

Releasing mug shots 
provides transparency, 
accountability and open 
communication, Medina 
said.

“Just a few of the many 
key ingredients to ensure 
trust and confidence be-
tween law enforcement and 
the public.,” Medina said.

If the House passes the 
bill and Gov. Roy Cooper 
doesn’t veto it, the new law 
would take effect Oct. 1. 

DOT seeks feedback on planned Rocky Mount roundabout
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — State 
transportation officials would 
like public feedback on a plan 
to convert a multi-legged inter-
section with N.C. 43 (Benvenue 
Road) into a roundabout.

The location is where a pair 
of U.S. 64 East ramps intersect 
with Benvenue Road and Battle 
Park Lane north of downtown 
Rocky Mount. 

A copy of the preliminary 
design map depicting the pro-
posed improvements can be 
downloaded at the shortened 
link https://bit.ly/3g3KIZr. 

A roundabout improves safety 
for drivers and pedestrians, 
and it alleviates congestion and 
backups that can occur at tra-
ditional intersections. Modern 
roundabouts built by the N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
are much smaller than older 
traffic circles and require ve-
hicles to travel at lower speeds 
(15-20 mph), making them safer 
than traffic circles. To learn 
more, including how to easily 
navigate them, visit the depart-
ment’s roundabout webpage.

The department has created a 
webpage at https://publicinput.
com/BenvenueRd-RockyMount 
that includes a project map, 

videos and other project infor-
mation. 

The NCDOT will consider 
comments received by June 
22 toward the project’s final 
design. People may submit com-
ments or ask questions of the 
project design team via the fol-
lowing ways:

• Visit the project website at 
https://publicinput.com/Benve-
nueRd-RockyMount. 

• Email BenvenueRd-Rocky-
Mount@PublicInput.com.

• Call 512-580-8850 and enter 
project code 3890.

• Write or call Division 4 Proj-
ect Engineer Russell Broadwell, 
P.O. Box 3165, Wilson NC 
27895; 252-640-6409.

The NCDOT will provide aux-
iliary aids and services under 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act for disabled people who 
wish to participate in this pro-
cess. Anyone requiring special 
services should contact Tony 
Gallagher at 919-707-6069 or 
magallagher@ncdot.gov as 
early as possible to make ar-
rangements.

Those who do not speak Eng-
lish, or have a limited ability to 
read, speak or understand Eng-
lish, may receive interpretive 
services upon request prior by 
calling 1-800-481-6494. 

Traffic proceeds through a roundabout in this still image from a state Department of Transportation 
educational video, “Roundabouts in North Carolina,” which explains standard rights of way and traffic 
patterns. Enterprise screen capture 
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Fireflies (lightnin’ bugs) in the victory garden 
The 

fireflies 
are back 
in my yard 
again. 
In the 
evening, 
if it’s not 
raining, I 
get to sit 

outside as the temperature 
cools off and see my own 
personal light show.

For many adults, just 
the mention of the word 
fireflies brings happy and 
carefree memories of 
childhood. 

They were “lightnin’ 
bugs” where I grew up in 
Texas. I remember grab-
bing glass jars and racing 
around my cousin’s neigh-
borhood at night trying 
to catch the blinky, flying 
bugs. We didn’t catch ma-
ny, but it seemed like there 
were a lot more to chase 
than there are now.

We have lived in several 
places where our older 
children have been able to 
have the thrill of the chase 
like I did — running and 
sweating with their friends 
on hot summer nights in 
the backyard catching fire-
flies. The few we caught 
let us watch in wonder at 
their blinking on and off 
before we released them 

back to the wild. 
My daughter was hop-

ing for her children to 
experience the same thing 
in our North Carolina 
backyard. She asked if 
I could order some fire-
flies to release and enjoy 
with the grandchildren. It 
seemed like a great idea to 
me. After all, we have pur-
chased ladybugs and pray-
ing mantises to devour all 
the harmful-to-the-plants 
bugs in our victory gar-
den. Why not bring in fire-
flies to enjoy? 

I quickly found out 
why not. If you could find 
fireflies to purchase (I 
couldn’t), when released, 
they probably wouldn’t 
stay in your yard. Our best 
bet to enjoy their fantas-
tic light show is to find a 
meadow or pasture near 
standing water where 
there is little or no arti-
ficial lighting during the 
June or July nights.

Why we don’t 
see many fireflies 
these days

For decades, our country 
has been moving from a 
rural to an urban society. 
Our community buildings, 
shopping centers and sub-

divisions have negatively 
affected these delightful 
creatures’ once-healthy 
habitats. With so much 
commercial and housing 
development comes street 
lights, neon lights and 
lights on cars and homes 
along with a lot of human 
traffic. It seems that all 
these probably contribute 
to the demise of these 
unique bugs.

But it’s not all doom and 
gloom — there’s plenty 
we can do to help increase 
their population!  

Attracting fireflies 
to my victory garden

 I did find out how I can 
attract fireflies (which 
are beetles, not flies), 
including something my 
husband will love — let-
ting our lawn grow! The 
National Gardening As-
sociation explains that 
fireflies like to hang out in 
tall grasses and shrubbery, 
and even if you allow the 
grass to grow only around 
the edges, it will help.

Another way to attract 
lightning bugs is to turn 
off porch lights and other 
outdoor lighting. I learned 
that females wait in the 
tall grass and shrub-
bery for the males flying 

around in the yard to light 
up, signifying they are 
ready to mate. 

The lighting around the 
house disturbs the mating 
behavior. Artificial light 
produced by humans dis-
rupts how they synchro-
nize their flashing, and it 
is believed results in less 
mating and fewer fireflies. 

My daughter and I no-
ticed that even her cell-
phone light at night would 
cause the males to light up 
— which was kind of fun, 
but not recommended!

I have also used this 
natural recipe to attract 
beneficial and fun bugs to 
my yard by making up a 
concoction of sugar, water 
and yeast. Put this sugar 
water mixture in a spray 
bottle and spray it on your 
plants — super-easy! The 
recipe is 10 parts water to 
one part sugar with one 
part brewer’s yeast or 
whey yeast added. 

Side note: Once, I made 
this mixture with less wa-
ter so it was thick enough 
to put on Popsicle sticks 
and stuck them in my gar-
den. I had to move them 
all to my raised beds be-
cause the dogs licked off 
all the mixture! Thankful-
ly, this is safe for insects, 
animals and people. 

Of course, there are 
specific plants that do a 
fantastic job of bringing 
in the beneficial bugs. 
Planting yarrow, sweet 
alyssum, marigold, cos-
mos, nasturtium, early 
cabbage and several herbs 
like mint, oregano, lemon 
balm and thyme will do 
double duty for eating and 
bug-bringing. Be sure to 
include some type of shal-
low plate with a layer of 
small rocks or pebbles to 
keep water in. This entices 
the good bugs to stay and 
gives your insect guests a 
place to drink. 

Not only can we do the 
things mentioned above to 
attract fireflies, but we can 
help with a project called 
Firefly Watch. It’s a citizen 
science project developed 
by Mass Audubon and 
Tufts University scientists. 
They are studying how 
habitat loss, light pollution 
and pesticide use affect 
these enchanting crea-
tures. To learn more, visit 
the shortened link https://
bit.ly/3gvXzm7.

Last year, we started 
working on leaving wild-
life habit areas in our 
yard. We are seeing more 
fireflies this year — but 
there has also been a lot of 
rain! Fireflies are attracted 

to standing water, even 
puddles and marsh-like 
areas. If you want to have 
a water feature but are 
concerned about mosqui-
toes, you can use Microbe-
Lift/BMC. It will destroy 
mosquito larvae,  but not 
your fireflies.

I’m enjoying more time 
in my yard even though 
travel restrictions are be-
ing lifted. My children 
and grandchildren think 
it’s fun to do some of the 
“old-timey” things I did as 
a child. We are revisiting 
board games, card games, 
cooking at home and 
slowing down just to visit. 
Time well spent, in my 
opinion. Even if you only 
have a tiny space, I highly 
recommend putting some 
seeds in the soil and turn-
ing down the nighttime 
lights. 

Good company, garden-
ing, fireflies and hot sum-
mer evenings sounds like 
the perfect combination 
for a wonderful summer 
night. Don’t forget the ice 
cream.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com. 
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“I feel confident. I felt like I 
could do it,” he said. “I’ve al-
ways felt like I’m capable and 
I feel like I handled myself 
pretty well. I could have done 
a little bit better, but I feel 
like under the circumstances, 
I did what I had to do.”

Foster reminded that Vick 
is still a little shy of his 17th 
birthday, but the youngster 
grew as a ball carrier this 
season.

“I think making the initial 
man (defender) miss, he got 
better at, which was good to 
see,” Foster said. “With what 
we do, that’s huge, because 
a lot of times you’re going to 
be one on one.”

Foster said Vick became 
more adept at reading de-
fenses and adjusted to carry-
ing the load in the Firebirds’ 
double wing offense that’s 
designed to spread the ball 
around.

“I thought he got tougher 
overall,” Foster said. “It’s one 
thing saying you want the 
ball, it’s another getting it 

and seeing what you feel like 
the next day.”

Vick will see more of that 
in the fall when he will cer-
tainly be a marked man by 
opposing defenses. He’s 
already received scholarship 
offers from nearly every FBS 
program in the state. Mack 
Brown and North Carolina 
haven’t offered yet, but N.C. 
State, Wake Forest, Duke, 
East Carolina, Appalachian 
State and Charlotte have 
invited Vick to join their pro-
grams, along with Syracuse, 
Coastal Carolina and Geor-
gia State.

Vick said there’s still 
some unfinished business at 
Southern Nash, though.

“It was a lot of pressure, 
but I feel like I’m very confi-
dent in my abilities and my 
team’s abilities,” he said. 
“And I feel like we’re going to 
have a great team this year. 
We have all our coaches. I 
think we’ll be fine for sure. 
I’ll be a better leader. A lot of 
people will step up and make 
plays, and I’ll make a lot 
more plays.”

interview process because 
we wanted to hire the best 
candidate for our students at 
Southern Nash,” Scott said. 
“Coach Batchelor will bring 
20 years of coaching experi-
ence, passion for the game 
and a competitive drive. 
Coach Batchelor has had an 
opportunity to establish re-
lationships with his coaches 
and players, having coached 
them on both the offense and 
the defensive side of the ball. 
Coach Batchelor plans to 
continue the consistency in 
structure and excellence and 
values that his predecessor, 
Coach Brian Foster, has es-
tablished before him.”

Foster is retiring after 31 
years of service in Nash 
County Public Schools and 
24 years of service as head 
coach of the Southern Nash 
High football team.

During his tenure, school 
officials say Foster spent 
countless hours with the 
football program and girls 
track and field. Foster is 
credited with transforming 
Southern Nash’s strength 
and conditioning program. 

“Of the 52 graduating class-
es at Southern Nash High, 
Coach Foster has served as 
a coach for 31 one of them,” 
Scott said. “That’s outstand-
ing. It is a bittersweet mo-
ment at Southern Nash to 
see the retirement of Coach 

Foster, who has served in the 
athletics program for over 
50% of the school’s history. 
He is truly a legendary coach 
who leads by example and 
raised and trained others 
to do the same. I believe his 
inspirational words, strong 
work ethic and all-in attitude 
will continue to be the foun-
dation our football program 
will continue to thrive on.”

Southern Nash athletic 
director Robbie Kennedy 
shared similar sentiments 
about Foster. 

“We would like to congrat-
ulate Coach Foster on his re-
tirement,” Kennedy said. “He 
embodies what all-in means. 
He is much more than just 
a football coach. He has 
touched so many lives In his 
time at Southern Nash. He 
was a mentor and a friend, 
and we wish him all the best 
in his retirement.”

Kennedy said he’s had the 
privilege of coaching football 
with Batchelor for almost 20 
years.

“He will continue the val-
ues and the all-in philosophy 
that Southern Nash embod-
ies,” Kennedy said. “He has 
great ability to communicate 
with players and coaches. 
Also with Brian playing here, 
he understands the sense 
of community we have, and 
he embraces it. I have faith 
that he will keep a winning 
tradition both on and off the 
field.” 

Vick: Scholarships offered
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Foster: 31 years of service

Hunt’s only two wins came in 
throws as senior Aundrey Loftin 
captured the boys discus crown 
with a throw of 113-9. He then 
took second in the shot put at 
39-3.

Audrey Earp ruled the girls shot 
put with a toss of 30-3.

Freshman Ti’Asia Taylor was 
second in the girls 100 in 13.39 
seconds while running on Hunt’s 
4x100 and 4x200 relays that each 
placed second.

Fike freshman Khamani Barnes 
edged sophomore teammate 
Triquell Finch to win the boys 110 
hurdles in 20.04 seconds. Barnes 

placed third in the 300 hurdles 
and tied for fourth in the high 
jump.

Lady Warriors push 
past Southern Nash

Without three of his usual start-
ers in the lineup June 7, Hunt 
High head coach Wayne Hardy 
knew his Lady Warriors faced a 
tough challenge at 3-A Big East 
Conference rival Southern Nash.

He was right.
The Lady Warriors had to fight 

out out a pair of doubles wins to 
pull out a 5-4 victory and move 
above .500 overall at 5-4 while 
improving to 5-3 in Big East 

matches.
Trista Waddell, one of two 

Hunt players to move up a spot, 
collected a 6-1, 6-3 win at No. 3 
singles to go with top-seeded Ali 
Parbst’s straight-set win. It took 
a 10-8 tiebreaker win in the third 
set of her No. 4 singles match for 
Hunt’s Lilly Parbst to prevail over 
Anna Murray.

Ali Parbst and Emerson Mills 
teamed to breeze to an 8-2 win 
at No. 1 singles for Hunt before 
Waddell-Lilly Parbst pulled out an 
8-5 win over Maura Kennedy-An-
na Murray on the second doubles 
court to secure the win.

“I’m proud the girls were able to 
pull this one out,” Hardy said.

continued from page 1B
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NCDOT to help disadvantaged 
businesses compete for contracts 
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The N.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation is encour-
aging disadvantaged businesses 
to compete for state transporta-
tion contracts.

Starting this month, the NC-
DOT’s Division of Highways, in 
partnership with its Office of Civil 
Rights, will host in-person outreach 
events in all 14 highway divisions 
to educate disadvantaged business 
owners, about how to do business 
with the NCDOT. Disadvantaged 
business enterprises, or DBEs, in-
clude small, minority-owned and 
woman-owned businesses.

“Our agency advertises and 
awards numerous contracts for 
projects big and small each year, 

but often, many of these busi-
nesses may not be aware of how 
to work with our agency,” said 
state Transportation Secretary 
Eric Boyette. “Each project is an 
opportunity to encourage small 
and disadvantaged business par-
ticipation, and to provide those 
businesses access to compete on 
NCDOT contracts.”

The NCDOT awards contracts in 
many areas including mowing, lit-
ter pickup, landscaping, snow and 
ice removal, traffic control, paint-
ing, striping and road construction.  

During the outreach events, 
highway division staff members 
will be on hand to discuss the 
types of contracts available and 
share advertisements for upcom-
ing projects, as well as letting and 

award processes.  
The outreach event for Division 

4, which includes Nash, Edge-
combe, Halifax, Johnston, Wayne 
and Wilson counties, will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon June 26 at 
the Highway Division 4 Office at 
509 Ward Blvd. in Wilson.

Transportation officials ask dis-
advantaged business enterprises 
to RSVP in order to attend. 

To register for the Division 4 
event, contact Brandon Herring at 
blherring@ncdot.gov or 919-868-
8953.

For more information, visit the 
NCDOT webpage devoted to 
this initiative and watch a video 
about contract opportunities at 
the shortened link https://bit.
ly/3gonvzX. 

Carrolton nursing home names new administrator 
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — Carrolton 
of Nash, a skilled nursing facility, 
has welcomed experienced health 
care administrator Julia Batts to 
its helm. 

“We are thrilled that Julia has 
chosen to join our team,” said 
Sonya Rozier, managing director 
for parent company Carrolton Fa-
cility Management. “She fills one 
of the most important positions 
at this facility. Her enthusiasm, 
knowledge and love of patients 
and team members makes her the 
perfect choice to help us continue 
to grow and offer extraordinary 
care to our patients.”

Most recently, Batts was a nurs-
ing home administrator at the Bri-
an Center Health & Rehabilitation 
in Goldsboro, where she increased 
the facility’s overall and quality 
measurement ratings and received 
the 2021 AHCA Bronze Quality 

and the 2020 Pinnacle 
Quality Excellence in 
Service awards. 

She holds a mas-
ter’s degree in public 
health with a concen-
tration in administra-
tion from East Caro-
lina University’s Brody 

School of Medicine and a Bachelor 
of Science in multidisciplinary 
studies with a concentration in 
neuroscience and a Bachelor of 
Arts in psychology, both from ECU. 

“I have extensive experience in 
the long-term care setting,” said 
Batts, “and believe that my journey 
has shaped me to be able to pro-
vide the best experience possible to 
our patients while they are receiv-
ing care at Carrolton of Nash.” 

Her duties include leadership of 
the interdisciplinary team mem-
bers, management of the daily 
facility operations, maintaining the 
center’s local, state and federal reg-

ulatory compliance and upholding 
the company’s mission and values.

On Oct. 1, Carrolton Facility 
Management took ownership of 
the former Hunter Hills Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Center in 
Rocky Mount and renamed it Car-
rolton of Nash. The company says 
the rebranding was more than a 
name change.

“Carrolton of Nash is commit-
ted to providing its residents with 
the highest quality of skilled care 
available in the area,” a news re-
lease states.

Carrolton of Nash is part of the 
Carrolton Facility Management 
family of nursing homes owned 
by the Roberson-Powell families. 
The company has recently opened 
additional nursing facilities in 
Dunn, Fayetteville, Lumberton, 
Plymouth and Williamston. 

For information on placing a 
loved one in a Carrolton facility, 
email info@carroltonhealth.com.  

Batts


