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Nash serial rapist dies in prison
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — A serial rapist 
sentenced to life in prison three decades 
ago in Nash County’s first successful 
prosecution involving DNA has died in 
prison.

Bill “Stash” Lawton received a life sen-
tence in 1992 on five rape convictions 
involving five women from 1988-91. He 
died March 12 at the age of 64, state 
prison officials recently confirmed.

Lawton’s cause and manner of death 
weren’t immediately known. Prisons 
don’t disclose such information, but it 
will be available to the public once an au-
topsy is released.

The FBI helped detectives with the 
Rocky Mount Police Department in the 
early 1990s investigation. Federal agents 
matched DNA in semen left at crime 

scenes to Lawton’s blood sample taken 
with a search warrant, according to ar-

chived news articles.
“Had it not been for the 

DNA, none of these cases 
would have been solved,” As-
sistant District Attorney John 
Britt told reporters at the time 
of Lawton’s conviction.

Lawton is also the main 
suspect in the unsolved 

murder of Rocky Mount resident Cheryl 
Denise Watson. The 25-year-old college 
student and textile worker was found 
dead in Pineview Cemetery on April 11, 
1991. Her head had been smashed into a 
tombstone and her pants removed. 

She hadn’t been raped, but detectives 
believe that was the motive for her death, 
with the assailant frightened away for 
some reason. 

By the time Lawton became the prime 
suspect in Watson’s death, he was al-
ready in jail on the rape charges. Police 

confirmed Lawton’s suspected culpability 
in Watson’s death for a 2017 news article. 

Watson’s mother Geral-
dine Watson said detectives 
told her years ago that Law-
ton killed her daughter, but 
they didn’t have enough evi-
dence to make a convincing 
court case against him.

A tearful Geraldine Wat-
son said Thursday that she 

was relieved to learn of Lawton’s death.
“I’m happy he’s dead,” Geraldine Wat-

son said.
Lawton had a long criminal convic-

tion history in addition to the rape 
counts. He served prison time for as-
sault with a deadly weapon in 1987 and 
assault on a female in 1982. He escaped 
from prison for a short time in 1983, 
according to the N.C. Department of 
Public Safety. 

Cheryl Denise Watson’s abandoned car is 
shown in a 1991 crime scene photo released 
by the Rocky Mount Police Department. 
Officers located the car in a parking lot near 
a cemetery where Watson’s body had been 
found. The main suspect in her death has 
died in prison. Contributed photo

Lawton Watson

Retired 
deputy 
running for 
sheriff
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

A retired major with the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office has 
announced his candidacy for 

sheriff.
David Brake, a 

Nash County native 
and former combat 
Marine, said Friday 
he will run for sher-
iff in 2022.

“I want to focus 
on Nash County,” 

Brake said, adding that he will 
reveal more information about 
his plans as sheriff in the com-
ing weeks.

Brake graduated from North-
ern Nash High School in 1986, 
joined the Marines the following 
year and attended basic training 
at Paris Island, South Carolina, 
and infantry training in San Di-
ego, California.

After jungle patrols in the 
Philippines, Brake was sta-
tioned at Camp Lejeune in Jack-
sonville.

Brake participated in two 
combat campaigns: the invasion 
of Panama known as Opera-
tion Just Cause in 1989 and the 

Brake

Spring Hope woman has ‘can-do’ attitude
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Sweet and 
crunchy with a smack of cin-
namon, Zelma Cotton’s pickled 
watermelon rind is the toast of 
the town.

Cotton cans just about every 
fruit and vegetable imaginable, 
from beets to yam.

“I pickle just about anything 
I get my hands on,” said Cot-
ton, an 80-year-old widow who 
started canning seriously seven 
years ago when her husband 
died.

Cotton has become well 

known in the community as “the 
canning lady.”

“People get vegetables from 
the food bank and they bring it 
to me,” Cotton said. 

Cotton sells quite a bit of 
canned goods at Christmastime. 
And all her friends from high 
school who moved away drop 
by to see her when they’re in 
town and buy her canned goods, 
which have been taken to New 
Jersey, New York, Georgia and 
Alaska.

One of Cotton’s more popu-
lar goods is chow chow relish, 
made with cabbage, onions, bell 
peppers and a long list of other 
ingredients.

“I don’t care much for it, but 
people love to put it on hot 
dogs,” Cotton said.

Whether from her extensive 
backyard garden and vineyard, 
the farmers market or local 
groceries, Cotton uses several 
sources in her daily canning 
routine.

Cotton racked up numerous 
awards over the years, winning 
first place for pickled onions at 
the N.C. State Fair, and more 
awards than could be listed at 
the Wilson County Fair and the 
now-defunct Rocky Mount Fair.

The pandemic shut down the 
Spring Hope resident Zelma Cotton sits at her kitchen table with dozens 
of jars of award-winning canned food. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Town may receive millions
State budget 
includes water 
system fix
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The town 
may receive $3.7 million from 
the state to help fix its aging 
and recently failing water sup-
ply system.

State Sen. Lisa Barnes, R-
Nash, made the announcement 
June 23 at the end of a two-
hour town hall meeting about 
water issues.

Spring Hope has experienced 
four or five main line breaks in 
the last several weeks, and resi-
dents went without water for 
three days in mid-May.

Barnes said she was able to 
request the appropriation in the 
state’s budget due to the recent 
water problems.

State Rep. James Gailliard, 
D-Nash, said he’s been work-
ing with the town since March 
to find ways to fund repairs to 
the system, which was built in 
the 1950s.

Gailliard said with the greater 
Raleigh area expanding toward 
Spring Hope, the town is about 
to explode with growth.

“You’ve got to have infra-
structure. The state recognizes 
that,” Gailliard said. “We’re 
working hard in the state. This 
is going to take federal money, 

state money, grant money, 
public-private partnerships and 
individual homeowners coming 
together to figure out a solu-
tion.” 

The town hall featured a 
panel of local and state officials 
and workers from Envirolink, 
the company that contracts 
with the town for public works. 
Spring Hope Board of Com-

missioners members sat in the 
audience.

Middlesex Mayor Lu Harvey 
Lewis moderated the packed-
house meeting held in the Com-
munity Building without inci-
dent. Questions from residents 
about water quality and system 
maintenance posed beforehand 
via email were answered first.

The meeting began at 7 p.m. 

and Lewis ended questions at 9, 
asking Barnes and Gailliard to 
say a few words.

During the meeting, state of-
ficials said the town’s water is 
safe to drink, dispelling social 
media rumors that began dur-
ing the water outage. People 
falsely claimed Spring Hope’s 
water contained high levels of 
carcinogens. 

Spring Hope residents pack a June 23 town hall meeting to ask questions and share concerns about the 
town’s water system. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise
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Dead-end leads leave unknown skeleton case open 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

JACKSONVILLE — Raccoon 
hunters stumbled across a hu-
man skull in the Onslow County 
woods on a cold, dark night in 
1991.

Three decades later, investiga-
tors hope emerging technology 
will help identify the woman, 
who has become locally known 

as the Bear Creek 
Skeleton.

The hunters led 
deputies with the 
Onslow County 
Sheriff’s Office to 
the site the follow-
ing morning, Dec. 
2, 1991.

The remains belonged to a 
20- to 30-year old white woman 
who died two or three years 
prior to discovery, judging by 
the amount of foliage that had 
grown up around her skeleton, 
according to an autopsy by the 
late Buddy Garrett, a Southeast 
regional medical examiner in 
1991.

A cause of death couldn’t be de-
termined because no detectable 
injuries were found, but homi-
cide seems the likely manner of 
death due to the the Bear Creek 
Skeleton’s isolated location, Gar-
rett determined in his report. 

DONNIE WORRELL

A young crime scene investi-
gator on his skeleton recovery 
case in 1991, Donnie Worrell 
spent two days in those woods, 
painstakingly gathering dozens 
of bones scattered by animals. 
He recovered most of the re-
mains except for the jawbone.

As Worrell rose through the 
ranks, he kept the Bear Creek 

Skeleton case close at hand, 
searching through missing 
person databases, submitting 
reconstruction photographs to 
online missing person networks 
and running down dead-end 
leads in Pennsylvania, Virginia 
and Texas.

“Every cop has that one case 
that bothers them. For me, this 
is it,” Worrell told this reporter 
in a 2008 interview.

After 35 years on the job, Wor-
rell retired as chief deputy at the 
end of 2018 in a standing-room-
only ceremony. He kept his duty 
weapon, a Smith & Wesson 
handgun, and remains a reserve 
deputy. He became chairman of 
Onslow County Crime Stoppers 
in May.

Worrell attended a February 
2020 press conference where 
Onslow authorities showed a 
new wax bust and photographs 
of what the Bear Creek Skeleton 
likely looked like based on a 
forensic reconstruction of her 
skull done with the assistance 
of Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service agents and anthro-
pologists at Tulane University in 
New Orleans.

“This is the one case since 
1991 that I had hoped that we 
were going to be able to solve, 
or at least find out who she 
was,” Worrell said. “We find out 
who she was, where she came 
from, that might help lead us to 
the people who we think mur-
dered her.”

JOHN D. SMALLWOOD

The still-unsolved shooting 
death of a motorcycle gang 
member in February 2010 al-
lowed Worrell to take another 
look at the Bear Creek Skeleton 
case.

A patched Pagan, John D. 
Smallwood was shot between 
the eyes while sitting on his 
couch eating a cup of pudding. 
Authorities immediately named 
his roommate as a person of in-
terest in Smallwood’s death.

The roommate vanished im-
mediately after questioning 
by detectives and hasn’t resur-
faced. Local folks speculate the 
roommate fell to the vigilante 
justice of Smallwood’s close-
knit family and his body is sub-
merged in the Carteret County 
marshes.

Despite a tip that Smallwood 
had been involved in the Bear 
Creek Skeleton’s death, no 
evidence ever came to light, ac-
cording to detectives.

ALAN ROBERT DAVIS

Around a decade ago, detec-
tives received a tip that a motor-
cycle gang member nicknamed 
Smiley killed the Bear Creek 
Skeleton. Investigators located 
an inmate in Florida named Al-
an Robert Davis with that alias.

Davis strangled two young Uni-
versity of Florida coeds in their 
apartment in the summer of 1991.

A captain and the lead cold 
case detective at the time, Wor-
rell traveled to interview Davis 
at Tomoka Correctional Insti-
tute outside Daytona Beach.

Worrell said Davis spoke free-
ly with him and provided useful 
information. After interviewing 
other people in Florida, Worrell 
ruled out Davis as a suspect in 
the Bear Creek Skeleton case.

TIFFANY SESSIONS

Detectives also believed at one 
point that the Bear Creek Skel-
eton belonged to Tiffany Ses-
sions, the most publicized miss-
ing person in Florida history.

Sessions left her Gainesville 
apartment for a power walk one 
afternoon in 1989 and vanished. 
Her wealthy father spent mil-
lions of dollars trying to find her.

The Bear Creek Skeleton’s 
time of death and physical de-
scription were similar to those 
of Sessions, but DNA compari-
sons made at the University of 
North Texas in Denton didn’t 
match, so detectives excluded 
Sessions in the case.

Authorities now believe the 
late convicted serial killer Paul 
Eugene Rowles killed Ses-
sions. He kept a coded journal 
in which he wrote “#2 2/9/89,” 
which is the date Sessions dis-
appeared. While authorities 
believe they know who killed 
Sessions, her body has never 
been recovered.

MATTHEW ALDER

In 2012, detectives looked into 
a connection between convicted 
serial killer Matthew Alder and 
the Bear Creek Skeleton. Sus-
picion fell on Alder because the 
former Marine was stationed in 
the area in the early 1990s at the 
time of several young women’s 
unsolved deaths.

He is serving a life sentence in 
prison in Michigan for the mur-
der of two women there linked 
to him via DNA.

Alder remains a suspect in the 
Bear Creek Skeleton case.

FEW CLUES

The Bear Creek Skeleton’s 

height is about 5 feet, 1 inch. 
Her weight couldn’t be esti-
mated, but she had a slight 
build. Her actual eye and hair 
color are unknown. She also 
had a possible back or neck 
problem in the form of a fusion 
of the C2/3 vertebrae as well as 
slight arch in C1, and may have 
had degenerative bone disease 
in her neck, according to her 
autopsy.

Detectives believe that based 
on her clothes, she died in the 
fall or wintertime. She wore a 
gray or brown crew knit sweater 
with gold thread, dark blue or 
black stretch pants and panty-
hose. A pair of white slip-on 
shoes was found nearby. 

Found with clothing remnants 
was a label for Necessary Ob-
jects Limited, a Long Island, 
New York, clothing company 
that began in 1981 and is now 
out of business.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Whether washed ashore, 
unearthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the woods, 
discovered in abandoned 
houses, killed on busy roads 
or located in rivers, ponds and 
along railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain unidentified 
in North Carolina. This is one of 
their stories.

The Bear Creek Skeleton’s 
assigned case number in the 
National Missing and Unidenti-
fied System is 5966. The Onslow 
County Sheriff’s Office updated 
case number is 2020000561.

Anyone with information can 
contact the Onslow County 
Sheriff’s Office at 910-455-3113, 
Onslow Crime Stoppers at 910-
938-3273 or Team Cold Case at 
252-406-6736. Authorities say 
callers don’t have to reveal their 
identities and a monetary re-
ward is possible.

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a 
weekly series examining the 
more than 120 cases of unidenti-
fied human remains discovered 
in North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces each 
installment for The Enterprise of 
Spring Hope and other Restora-
tion NewsMedia newspapers.

UNIDENTIFIED

This reconstruction bust of the Bear Creek Skeleton, the remains of an 
unknown woman found in Onslow County in 1991, depicts what forensic 
anthropologist Emily Craig believes the woman to have looked like. The 
woman’s jawbone wasn’t recovered, so the jawline is an estimation. 
Contributed photo

Dental information for an unidentified woman whose skeleton was found in Onslow County in 1991 includes 
little wear on the teeth and minimum gum disease. An upper molar had been extracted with a healed socket 
and a chipped tooth had been restored. Her lower jaw wasn’t recovered. Contributed photo 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Jesus said to the disciples, “Remember, I am with you al-

ways, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank you for never leaving us alone. Help us to 

remember that you are always with us, especially when life feels scary. 

Amen.

Technology 
changes, but human 
nature remains

Since I still have a reporting beat and get to 
muse in this space once a week, thereby remain-
ing active in local journalism while counterparts 
in neighboring publications come and go, I 
suspect I may have become after 46 years — 
through sheer persistence — the longest-serving 
active journalist in Nash County.

Getting old is not some great accomplish-
ment, though not dying young is a time-
honored achievement. When we read that 

the average life expectancy of humans has grown from 20 to 
35 years in ancient Greece and Rome to more than 75 years 
today, that doesn’t mean healthy adults just dropped dead 
early. The reality is that the infant and children mortality 
rate was so high that your chances of even reaching adult-
hood were poor, skewing the average dramatically. Old age 
throughout human history is still 70 years and higher, nowa-
days climbing into the 90s.

But getting old, as people keep saying, is not for sissies. One 
of life’s great frustrations, many find, is the botched biologi-
cal timing that puts minds honed with decades of experience, 
and sometimes collected wisdom, into human bodies that grow 
increasingly decrepit and unreliable. Just when we grow smart 
enough to figure things out, along comes infirmity, senility and 
dementia. 

By the time I learned how to run away from temptation, I 
needed two canes, a walker and a mobility scooter to outrun it. 
That’s what I consider very poor timing.

I got to thinking about all this Sunday afternoon as I was edit-
ing a video of the morning’s worship service to post online for 
members not yet comfortable returning to church. It gave me 
something to do while the computer slowly did its processing. 
But my own long career and age has helped me realize and il-
lustrates two timeless truths, clichés or not. One is that change 
is natural and inevitable, and makes progress possible. The sec-
ond is that some things don’t change.

I started writing for newspapers regularly when I was 16, 
contributing to my community daily and serving as editor of our 
twice-monthly high school paper. Newspapers then used tech-
nology directly descended from Gutenberg’s movable type, just 
with more mechanics and electricity. We had typewriters but no 
computers or word processors. Tape recorders were bulky and 
rare, and cameras were complicated and expensive. Color pic-
tures were cost-prohibitive.

Now, 55 years later, printing technology has completely 
changed. I edited and created The Enterprise entirely within a 
computer and sometimes from a hospital bed. Giant typesetting 
machines gave way to laptops, and The Enterprise darkroom 
gave way to digital processing and Photoshop. 

The internet brings us websites and email, online ver-
sions of our newspapers accessible from around the world. I 
learned to make video reports and movies and created more 
than 50 videos still on YouTube. In 1964, the World’s Fair 
included an exhibit of a futuristic telephone with a screen 
to see the caller. Hello, FaceTime. And while we already had 
Skype, Zoom the last year has been a revolutionary lifesaver, 
keeping us connected face to face without the hassle of actu-
ally going anywhere.

Steady changes in technology have moved our society 
forward in almost every way. In my lifetime alone, we’ve 
gone to the moon, learned to love air conditioning in the 
summer, gone from sitting around a radio to high-defini-
tion television and streaming video, now pump our own 
gas and discovered fast food with all its calories and heart-
burn. 

The 21st century is a long, long ways from even one genera-
tion ago.

But I’ve also realized that some things don’t change. History 
doesn’t really repeat itself, but it does echo through the eons as 
people encounter similar situations, problems and ethical di-
lemmas. Modern journalists continue to raise and debate many 
industry concerns as if they were new that were raised when I 
was starting out. 

During last week’s town hall meeting on Spring Hope’s wa-
ter problems, residents were complaining about rusty pipes 
and brown water just as they did in the 1980s when newly 
introduced chemicals in the water supply precipitated previ-
ously crusted rust off the aging pipes into local sinks and 
tubs. And politics has always been prone to bouts of national 
insansity.

Technology changes, but as long as human nature exists, peo-
ple will still behave as they always have, good and bad, smart 
and stupid, bravely and in fear. We still love and hate, laugh and 
cry, dream and despair, cheer and mourn.

And some principles don’t, and shouldn’t, change. Truth is 
still valued over falsehood, community over isolation, faith and 
inspiration over cynicism and stress, sacrifice and generosity 
over selfishness, love over hate, good over evil. Any nation that 
treasures justice, honesty, democracy, freedom, responsibility 
and reality over any alternative will always have a foundation 
for survival and success.

Once there was a caveman who drew pictures on walls, mar-
veled at the invention of fire and bemoaned the failures of a 
younger generation. 

Some days I feel like that caveman, but I would also like to 
hope that someday, our descendants will appreciate and build 
upon what we have done to create an even better future for all 
the families yet to come.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. Email him at kripley@springhopeenterprise.
com.

It’s time to talk about gardens
The Spring 

Hope Garden 
Club is right on 
target as it seeks 
to beautify the 
town and award 
residents who 
maintain beauti-
ful yards. 

Our national 
bout with COVID-19 has led 
many people to focus their 
attention on the property 
around their houses. Even 
hubby John and I have been 
busy having trees and shrubs 
planted around our yard. 
For example, our backyard 
is now graced with a weep-
ing cherry tree and our side 
yard now contains a dogwood 
tree, while the front of our 
house sports new bushes I 
don’t remember the name of, 
but some of the ladies in the 

garden club could certainly 
identify.

I’ve been trying to make 
our backyard into my vision 
of the Garden of Eden. I’ve 
even been decorating our 
gazebo, making it into an out-
door room, a new craze in the 
house-styling scheme. I’m not 
going to get on television for it, 
however, although that seems 
to be in the plan for some 
people. Can you imagine?

Meanwhile, God has been 
busy getting heaven ready for 
us. 

“Jesus said, ‘Don’t let your 
hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God. And trust in me. There 
are many rooms in my Fa-
ther’s house…I am going 
there to prepare a place for 
you. After I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come 
back. Then I will take you to 

be with me so that you will be 
where I am.’” — John 14:1-3. 

As beautiful as God made 
the Earth, we can imagine 
heaven will be even more 
amazing. The Book of Revela-
tion tells us that God will bring 
down a new Jerusalem where 
there will be a river shining 
like crystal flowing from the 
throne of God, with trees of 
life on each side (Chapters 21 
and 22). 

I suspect God will also grace 
heaven with beautiful flower-
ing plants and other trees, ar-
ranged in all sorts of wonder-
ful ways.

So, as we all work on pret-
tying our town and yards, we 
can also picture how beautiful 
our home in heaven will be.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.

A turning point for student speech? 
Students are largely free to 

speak their minds off campus 
without fear of school punish-
ment, even if social media’s 
boundless reach blurs the line 
between living room and class-
room.

With a few caveats, that’s 
the gist of a highly anticipated 
Supreme Court ruling handed 

down June 23 in Mahanoy Area School District 
v. B.L., a case that tested the limits of public 
school discipline.

An 8-1 majority held that Mahanoy Area 
High School in Pennsylvania violated Brandi 
Levy’s First Amendment rights when it kicked 
her off the junior varsity cheerleading team for 
raising her middle finger and dropping the f-
bomb in a weekend Snapchat story shared with 
a friend group that included some teammates.

Justices dodged the question of whether Tin-
ker v. Des Moines, the 1969 case that serves as 
a lodestar for on-campus student speech rights 
while allowing schools to maintain order, ap-
plies to minors in their private lives. The 3rd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, which also ruled 
in Levy’s favor, found Tinker’s tolerance for 
discipline too stifling for teenagers in society at 
large and sought to tether it to physical school 
buildings.

“Unlike the Third Circuit, we do not believe 
the special characteristics that give schools 
additional license to regulate student speech 
always disappear when a school regulates 
speech that takes place off campus,” Justice 
Stephen Breyer wrote in the majority opinion. 
“The school’s regulatory interests remain sig-
nificant in some off-campus circumstances.”

The court cites examples including threats 
aimed at teachers or students, severe bullying 
and harassment, homework and participation in 
online school activities. Breyer noted that the list 
isn’t exhaustive, and justices chose not to estab-
lish a bright-line test for when schools can step in.

They did, however, express general skepti-
cism toward such intervention when students 
are under their parents’ care.

“Geographically speaking, off-campus 
speech will normally fall within the zone of pa-
rental, rather than school-related, responsibil-
ity,” Breyer wrote.

The majority held that administrators must 
meet “a heavy burden” before trying to rein in 
students’ political or religious speech outside 
the school environment and noted that public 
schools, as “nurseries of democracy,” have an 
interest in protecting unpopular expression 
rather than punishing it.

A nearly unanimous court narrowed school 
officials’ path to policing speech in students’ 
homes, but left the door open a crack rather 

than slamming it shut.
Standing alone in dissent, Justice Clarence 

Thomas sought to tear that proverbial door off 
its hinges, supporting an expansion of schools’ 
authority to monitor and pass judgment on 
students’ social media posts. Out of step with 
many lower courts in addition to all of his col-
leagues, Thomas doesn’t pose a serious threat 
to continued gains for student speech rights.

In a concurring opinion, Justices Samuel 
Alito and Neil Gorsuch indicated the court’s 
jurisprudence should tilt further in students’ 
favor, stressing public schools’ role as an arm 
of state government. Alito closed with a warn-
ing to administrators that suggests the court 
will keep them on a tight leash.

“If today’s decision teaches any lesson, it 
must be that the regulation of many types of 
off-premises student speech raises serious 
First Amendment concerns, and school offi-
cials should proceed cautiously before ventur-
ing into this territory,” he wrote.

Some free speech advocates shrugged off the 
ruling as a hollow victory that preserves the 
status quo and offers little in the way of new 
guidance. They should try seeing the glass as 
half-full.

Mahanoy is the first case since Tinker where 
the court’s sympathies clearly rested with stu-
dent speakers. The intervening five decades 
yielded only setbacks for young Americans’ 
expressive rights.

In 1988, Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier wrongly 
rubber-stamped administrative censorship of 
student-edited newspapers and yearbooks. 
And in 2007, Morse v. Frederick gave schools 
the ability to suppress speech even loosely in-
terpreted as promoting illegal drugs, depriving 
an Alaska high-schooler’s “Bong Hits 4 Jesus” 
banner of First Amendment protection.

Justices left some thorny questions unre-
solved, but Mahanoy may mark a turning 
point. The court laid down a breadcrumb trail 
it can follow in future cases to fortify students’ 
rights. Even those crumbs are substantial 
enough to give school boards, superintendents 
and principals plenty to chew on.

Schools that needlessly interject themselves 
into students’ off-campus conversations are 
less likely than ever before to find favor on the 
bench. That’s something all supporters of free 
expression can cheer.

Corey Friedman is editor of The Enterprise and 
executive editor of Restoration NewsMedia. In 
this weekly column for Creators Syndicate, he 
explores solutions to political conflicts from an 
independent perspective. Follow him on Twit-
ter @coreywrites. To read features by other 
Creators writers and cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com.
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Teen accused of 
raping woman at 
sports complex 
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — 
City police have charged 

a teenager 
with raping 
a woman at 
the Rocky 
Mount 
Sports Com-
plex.

Kylik 
Mabry, 18, 

faces charges of second-
degree rape, strangula-
tion and common-law 
robbery. He received a 
$301,000 secured bond, 
which included outstand-
ing warrants on unre-
lated charges, and was 
booked into the Nash 
County Detention Center.

Police responded at 
5:30 a.m. June 19 to a re-
ported sexual assault at 
the Rocky Mount Sports 
Complex at 600 Indepen-
dence Drive, said Cpl. 

Ricky Jackson, public 
information officer for 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department.

“The victim stated she 
was walking on the walk-
ing trail when she was 
sexually assaulted,” Jack-
son said. “The suspect 
is described as a Black 
male, approximately 5 
feet, 5 inches to 6 feet in 
height, stocky build, with 
short twists in his hair. 
The suspect was wearing 
a blue hoodie and red, 
white and blue shorts.” 

After the assault, Mabry 
allegedly fled the scene. 
Detectives with the RM-
PD’s Criminal Investiga-
tion Division later located 
ans interviewed him. 

Mabry was convicted 
of indecent exposure and 
larceny from a person in 
December, according to 
the N.C. Department of 
Public Safety. 

Mabry

“The suspect is described as a Black 

male, approximately 5 feet, 5 inches 

to 6 feet in height, stocky build, with 

short twists in his hair. The suspect 

was wearing a blue hoodie and red, 

white and blue shorts.” 

RICKY JACKSON, public information o!cer for the Rocky 

Mount Police Department.

Police: Stray bullet struck woman through wall 
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Authorities 
arrested a man after police say a 
gun he handled went off, sending 
a bullet through a duplex wall and 
striking an unsuspecting neighbor 
in her home.

Billy Artis Jr., 35, faces charges of 
assault with a deadly weapon inflict-
ing serious injury and shooting into 
an occupied dwelling. He is accused 
of shooting a woman while negli-
gently handling a firearm.

Officers responded to a report 
of shooting with injury in the 400 

block of Marigold Street at 1:15 
p.m. on June 19, said Cpl. Ricky 

Jackson, public infor-
mation officer for the 
Rocky Mount Police 
Department.

“When officers ar-
rived, they located the 
victim, who was inside 
her residence when a 
projectile entered the 

residence, striking the victim,” Jack-
son said in a news release. “The vic-
tim was transported to UNC Nash 
Health Care with non-life-threaten-
ing wounds.”

Officers determined the bullet 
came from the adjoining duplex 
unit. They conducted a protective 
sweep of that home and recovered 
guns and a spent shell casing, Jack-
son said.

Artis has a criminal conviction 
history related to guns, including 
carrying a concealed weapon and 
three counts of possession of a 
firearm by a felon, according to the 
N.C. Department of Public Safety.

Artis received a $5,000 secured 
bond and was booked into the 
Edgecombe County Detention Cen-
ter in Tarboro.  

Artis

Police: Lock car doors to prevent break-ins
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police are reminding ev-
eryone to lock their car 
doors.

Most of the city’s vehicle 
breaking and entering 
cases involve unlocked ve-
hicles and valuables left in 
plain sight, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 

Mount Police Department.
Residents and visitors to 

the city can help prevent 
this type of theft by apply-
ing the following simple 
crime prevention tips:

• Lock all car doors and 
make sure windows are 
fully closed.

• Remove valuables 
from plain sight.

• Report any suspicious 
activity.

In a recent example, of-
ficers responded to a sus-

picious person call at 1:40 
a.m. June 18 on the 700 
block of Haggerty Trail. 
Police were unable to 
locate anyone, but while 
canvassing the neighbor-
hood, they discovered a 
broken car window. The 
vehicle’s owner told police 
her purse was missing 
from the car. 

Officers found a total of 
eight cars at three loca-
tions on Haggerty Trail 
that had been ransacked, 

Jackson said.
Police are asking any-

one with information 
about the crimes and any 
Haggerty Trail residents 
with doorbell or security 
camera footage to call 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department at 252-972-
1411 or Twin County 
Crime Stoppers at 252-
977-1111.

Authorities say the 
tips can be given anony-
mously.  

Developer admits guilt in fraud, firearms case 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

A Sanford real estate developer 
who claimed to own properties in 

southern Nash County 
and surrounding areas 
pleaded guilty to feder-
al charges of wire fraud 
and firearm possession 
by a felon on June 23. 

Joshua Matthew 
Houchins, 36, owner 
of several real estate 

development companies, is accused 
of swindling investors, possess-
ing a machine gun as a felon and 
threatening his estranged wife in 
a photograph wearing a mask and 
tactical vest, according to a federal 
indictment.

“With this plea, this office brings 
to justice a dangerous man who 
defrauded numerous real estate 
investors in North Carolina and 
elsewhere,” said Norman Acker, 
acting U.S. attorney for the Eastern 
District of North Carolina.

Acker said he’s grateful for feder-
al, state and local authorities’ com-
bined efforts to ensure Houchins 
pays a serious price for his crimes.

Between 2014 and 2018, Houchins 
owned and operated Rossshire De-
velopment, Greenstone Ventures 
and Modern South Development. 
He used these limited liability cor-
porations to defraud real estate 
investors, according to federal in-
dictments.

“Specifically, Houchins solicited 
investment monies by telling vic-
tims that their money would be ‘put 
to work’ on a specific property, and 
further represented that the invest-
ments would be secured by deeds of 

trust filed with the county register of 
deeds,” according to a press release 
issued by Don Connelly, public 
information officer for the U.S. De-
partment of Justice.

Prosecutors say Houchins regu-
larly used the investment money 
on other projects or for personal 
expenses.

“The investor promissory notes 
were not secured by a deed of trust 
as promised. In some instances, 
Houchins did not even own the 
property that was the subject of the 
investment, and as such, could not 
truthfully grant a deed of trust to the 
investor,” Connelly said.

After Houchins diverted investor 
money away from the property on 
which the funds were supposed to 
be spent, he failed to develop and 
sell the properties as he represented 
he would, according to the indict-
ment.

“Houchins then defaulted on the 
notes by failing to pay investors 
their promised returns. The inves-
tors were unable to foreclose upon 
the investment properties because 
Houchins had not secured the 
promissory notes with a deed of 
trust filed, thereby resulting in loss-
es to the investors,” Connelly said.

As a part his plea deal, Houchins 
agreed to make restitution to all 
victims for losses arising from the 
scheme and any related schemes.

A federal grand jury began in-
vestigating Houchins in 2018. 
Subpoenas to Houchins’ attorney 
and various real estate companies 
resulted in only a small amount of 
documentation. Houchins admitted 
in a February 2020 letter that he had 
“destroyed all of the evidence,” ac-
cording to the indictment.

Houchins, who had recently 

separated from his wife, began to 
send her harassing messages. She 
obtained a domestic violence pro-
tection order that barred Houchins 
from contacting, threatening or 
harassing her, according to court 
records.

Houchins was convicted of writ-
ing more than $2,000 in worthless 
checks in Moore County in 2016, ac-
cording to the N.C. Department of 
Public Safety. The felony conviction 
means Houchins was already pro-
hibited from possessing a firearm, 
but the protective order further pro-
hibited his gun ownership.

In March 2020, Houchins told 
friends that his wife had “run to the 
police” and that he has “no mercy 
on a lying rat,” according to the in-
dictment. 

Around a month later, the su-
perseding indictment alleges that 
Houchins sent threatening commu-
nications to his wife’s friends and 
family members, including photo-
graphs of Houchins wearing a mask 
and tactical vest.

The indictment charges that fol-
lowing Houchins’ arrest, internet 
searches on his electronic devices 
found searches for “killing your 
wife over love.”

At the time of his arrest, Houchins 
had a Ruger AR-15, four magazines, 
a double canister magazine contain-
ing 100 rounds of ammunition, two 
boxes of .223-caliber ammunition 
and a tactical vest. 

Acker thanked the FBI, the N.C. 
Office of the Secretary of State, the 
Wake County Sheriff’s Office, Apex 
Police Department and Sanford Po-
lice Department for their assistance 
in the investigation. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney William Gilmore prosecut-
ed the case. 

Motorcycle club supports Bailey police  
Bailey Commissioner Joel Killion, left, stands beside Bob “Boo” Berry, president of the Nam Knights of America 

Motorcycle Club’s Coastal Plain Chapter as he presents a $500 donation to Interim Police Chief Cathy Callahan 

during the Bailey Board of Commissioners’ June 21 meeting. Looking on from the dais are Commissioner Shelly 

Bullard, left, Town Clerk Kellie Glover and Commissioner Ervin Powell. Contributed photo 

Houchins



  Wednesday, June 30, 2021   THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com     5A

Authorities: Avoid drunken 
driving over July 4 weekend 
For The Enterprise

GREENVILLE — Authorities want 
everyone to do their part to keep July 
4 weekend and the rest of the summer 
safe by never driving if they’re im-
paired.

That was the key message at Thurs-
day’s kickoff for the annual North 
Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program’s Fourth of July Booze It & Lose 
it campaign, dubbed Operation Fire-
cracker. The enforcement campaign was 
announced in Greenville. 

Operation Firecracker aims to prevent 
alcohol-related crashes by targeting im-
paired drivers during the Fourth of July 
holiday season. This year’s campaign 
runs June 28 through July 4 with law 
enforcement agencies running sobriety 
checkpoints in all 100 counties to help 
catch drunken drivers and reduce fatali-
ties.

“With the summer, upcoming holidays 
and people emerging after quaran-
tine — emergency departments across 
the state, and the first responders you 
see here today, will unfortunately see 
increases in people, especially teenag-
ers and young people, injured or killed 
after making the unforgivable decision 
to drink and drive — a tragedy that is 
completely avoidable,” said Jason Hack, 
emergency medicine physician for East 
Carolina University and Vidant Medical 
Center.

Thursday’s event celebrated the sacri-
fices made by health care workers, emer-
gency medical services, law enforce-
ment, military personnel and other first 
responders during the pandemic. Speak-
ers urged North Carolina drivers to help 

emergency responders by not drinking 
and driving.

“They have been keeping us and our 
families, friends and neighbors safe dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic in North 
Carolina,” said Mark Ezzell, director of 
the N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program. “And they will be working 
again to keep us safe this Fourth of July, 
when many of us are vacationing and 
enjoying time with friends and family. 
We are grateful for their hard work. But 
I hope they will not have to handle any 
impaired driving cases this July Fourth 
holiday.”

So far in 2021, 145 people have died 
in alcohol and drug-related crashes in 
North Carolina. While that is a decrease 
from this time last year, officials say it’s 
not enough.

“Law enforcement will be proactively 
assuring our roads are safe from those 
that persist in drinking and driving,” said 
Pitt County Sheriff Paula S. Dance. “We 
want everyone to survive by calling a 
taxi, Uber, Lyft or a friend.

“This one decision — drive or don’t 
drive — will affect everyone on the road. 
Make it a good decision. Save a life. It 
could be your own.”

The Booze It & Lose It campaign is one 
of the many traffic safety campaigns led 
by NCGHSP, which also funds Click It or 
Ticket, BikeSafe NC, Watch For Me NC 
and North Carolina’s Vision Zero initia-
tive.

Organizers encourage North Caro-
linians to raise awareness by tak-
ing pictures and using the hashtags 
#BoozeIt&LoseIt #DriveSoberGetPulle-
dOver and #NCGHSP this Fourth of July 
holiday. 

Aliens in the victory garden 
Have 

you ever 
felt like 
you were 
in a movie 
and the 
ending 
didn’t 
look 
good?

It’s comical now, but it 
was really freaky while it 
was happening. My hus-
band and I were returning 
home late a few weeks 
ago. It was a beautiful, 
clear summer night, and 
the stars were bright and 
clear.

Panic sounded in my 
husband’s voice as he 
urged me to come look 
at something in the sky. 
At first, I thought I was 
seeing my first meteor 
shower and I was in awe. 
It quickly became evident 
that the traveling lighted 
objects were too many, too 
regular and too perfect to 
come from nature. Obvi-
ously not a meteor shower, 
and perhaps something 
unknown and dangerous.

With a sinking feeling in 
my stomach, and in abso-
lute seriousness, I looked 
at my husband and asked, 
“Is this like that movie 
where the aliens invade 
the earth?” 

He answered solemnly, 
“Maybe…”

Of course, we asked 
Google if Earth was being 

invaded by other UFOs, 
and we were reassured 
that it was only a Starlink 
— Tesla’s new internet 
satellite. I was immensely 
relieved that I wasn’t the 
side character in a real-
ity show where the aliens 
land at the farmhouse first 
and no one believes the 
country-dwellers’ sighting 
of an alien invasion.

As technology continues 
to march forward, I was 
reminded at the Country 
Doctor Museum in Bailey 
that some basic herbs and 
typical kitchen items have 
been used with success for 
hundreds of years — no 
technology (or batteries) 
needed.

I’ve included five gar-
dening hacks from the 
1800s to help boost your 
victory garden’s abun-
dance.

1. Chamomile brings 
on the slumber 

A beautiful herb that 
is easy to grow and har-
vest. Steep the flowers in 
hot water and you have 
a brew that will help you 
sleep. The flowers are 
edible and will help with 
digestion. These are also 
beautiful as cut flowers 
to have in a vase or give 
away. It is attractive to 
insects and pollinators 
in the garden, which are 
beneficial. As a bonus, this 

flower has been known to 
deter mosquitoes!

2. Epsom salt as 
a plant fertilizer 

This kitchen hack has 
been around for decades. 
Epsom salt can be used to 
increase growth and im-
prove plant health. Epsom 
salt contains magnesium 
sulfate, an element neces-
sary for photosynthesis 
and plant enzymes. It can 
also rid of tomatoes of the 
dreaded blossom rot. 

3. Baking soda a 
natural weed-killer 

This essential powder is 
perfect for repelling weeds 
and encouraging growth. 
Baking soda is highly al-
kaline, which makes it a 
great chemical agent for 
certain plants. Due to bak-
ing soda’s highly alkaline 
contents, it’s perfect to 
deter weeds from your 
garden. Not only will it 
kill sprouted weeds, it will 
also deter new weeds from 
growing. 

4. Vinegar kills 
fungus, mildew 

In the humid South, an-
tifungal treatment in the 
garden is a must. Para-
sitic fungi, like powdery 
mildew, can infect and 
kill garden plants. Vin-

egar contains acetic acid, 
making it a perfect natu-
ral herbicide for treating 
garden afflictions. Keep 
in mind before use that 
vinegar may harm unaf-
fected plants. So, make 
sure you only spray in-
fected areas. 

To create a diluted vine-
gar spray, first mix 1 table-
spoon of vinegar into 20 
tablespoons of water. Pour 
mix into a spray bottle, 
and use as needed. 

5. Egg shells a 
source of calcium

Egg shells are roughly 
34% calcium, making 
them an excellent source 
of the nutrient. They also 
contain nitrogen, phos-
phorus and potassium 
— making them a cheap, 
organic way to enhance 
our garden’s health!

To use, crush egg shells 
by hand or in a blender. 
Put in your compost or 
till the shells into your 
garden’s soil. I recom-
mend doing this before 
the blooming season, as 
egg shells take months to 
break down. 

Not only is calcium es-
sential to plants, it is also 
beneficial to soil. Highly 
acidic soil can deplete 
nutrients and is toxic to 
certain plants. To decrease 
your soil’s acidity levels, 
try adding calcium in 

the form of egg shells to 
your garden. The added 
calcium encourages soil 
particles to combine. This 
means a stronger, more 
rich soil structure! 

I appreciate technology 
and the advances it brings. 
I also appreciate that some 
simple things that have 
worked in the past can 
still be used with excellent 
results. Being resourceful 
and making the effort to 
reduce, reuse and recycle 
was almost a necessity in 
the 1800s. Now it’s just 
smart!

I’ve included a recipe for 
chamomile milk. This is a 
boost to just-warmed milk 
when you need a nudge 
to get some Zzzs — espe-
cially if you’ve stayed up 
too late watching a movie 

where aliens invade and 
try to destroy earth.

Public service an-
nouncement — put it on 
your calendar! The Spring 
Hope Garden Club will 
host a Children’s Fourth of 
July Parade this Saturday, 
July 3. Parade will start 
at 10 a.m. Join in the pa-
rade or watch. Activities 
will be available follow-
ing the parade. Join us in 
celebrating our country’s 
independence and in re-
vitalizing Spring Hope to 
be a community everyone 
can enjoy.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

Chamomile Milk

INGREDIENTS

1 1/2 cups 

milk (can use 

almond milk)

1/2 cup water

1 tablespoon 

of dried 

chamomile 

flowers (2 

chamomile 

tea bags can 

substitute)

1/2 teaspoon 

vanilla extract

1 teaspoon 

honey (local is 

a great choice)

Optional – 1 

teaspoon of 

bee pollen

Added kick – 1/2 

teaspoon of 

turmeric

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Put all ingredients in a saucepan over medium heat 

and stir.

2. Bring to a soft boil, then reduce heat to simmer for 

5-10 minutes (longer cooking is a bolder flavor).

3. Strain in a fine mesh strainer or cheesecloth.

4. Serve warm and enjoy!

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Local churches plan vacation Bible schools 
Chris-

tian Fel-
lowship 
Church 
celebrated 
fathers on 
Father’s 
Day and 
received 

the eighth installment of 
the series “Doorways to 
Destiny” from Pastor Dan-
iel Parker. The King’s Kids 
made Father’s Day cards 
during their class. 

On Sunday, July 4, 
CFC, will host a grand 
opening ceremony for 
the brand-new play-
ground for the juniors 
and King’s Kids.   

Christian Fellowship 
Church will host its 
“Champions in Life” va-

cation Bible school from 
Aug. 4-6.  Stay tuned to 
this column for more in-
formation toward the end 
of July.  

Sandy Cross United 
Methodist Church held a 
special service to honor 
the fathers on Father’s 
Day. Many memories were 
shared and enjoyed by the 
congregation. 

Sandy Cross United 
Methodist Church will 
host “The Rocky Rail-
way” VBS from July 16-
18.  Stay tuned for more 
details in this column 
during the next couple of 
weeks.

Kingdom International 
Church celebrated Fa-
ther’s Day with a special 
song by Tim Sills. Daisy 

Vick charged the fathers 
to teach their children 
about Jesus. Each father 
received a small toolkit 
as a gift for the special 
day. The worship team 
led in several selections 
followed by the mes-
sage from Pastor Daniel 
Moss.  

From Aug. 11-13, King-
dom International Church 
will host “The Wild West” 
VBS. More information 
can be found in this col-
umn toward the end of 
July.  

Birthdays for the month 
of July include Jonathan 
Batchelor, Reuben Batch-
elor, Debbie Thorne, 
David Moore Jr., Garry 
Pridgen, Lisa Hicks, Lor-
raine Eason, David Gos-

selin, Marvin Barnes, Tim 
Sills, Sandy Eason, Helene 
Moss, Bert Eason and 
Lauren Williams.  

Quote of the week is a 
Yiddish proberb: “A bird 
that you set free may be 
caught again, but a word 
that escapes your lips will 

not return.”
Bible verse of the week 

is John 5:19: “Then an-
swered Jesus and said 
unto them, ‘Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing of him-
self, but what he seeth 
the Father do: for what 

things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son 
likewise.’”

If you have a favorite 
recipe or events in the 
Sandy Cross community 
you would like to share, 
please email emilysill-
snews@aol.com.

SANDY CROSS NEWS

EMILY 
SILLS
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liberation of Kuwait known as Operation 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1990 
and 1991.

Brake completed his enlistment in 
1991 and began his career in criminal 
justice as a correctional officer at Central 
Prison in Raleigh, Nash Correctional 
Institution near Momeyer and Caledonia 
Prison in Halifax. In 2002, Brake began 
his employment with the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office, moving to its criminal 
investigative division in 2003.

Brake rose through the ranks and 
eventually earned a promotion to major. 
During his time with the sheriff’s of-
fice, Brake investigated criminal cases, 
worked as a patrol sergeant and super-

vised the civil division, where he was di-
rectly responsible for deputies assigned 
to manage security for the courts, service 
of civil process to include service of all 
civil papers, executions and evictions as 
well as the processing of pistol purchase 
and concealed carry permits. 

Brake is a certified law enforcement 
driving instructor and hostage negotia-
tor. He also served as commander of the 
sheriff’s office Honor Guard detail.

Brake managed several community ini-
tiatives including a Christmas program 
and a kids’ hot dog giveaway. 

Brake retired in May 2020 with 30 
years of service.

He said he’s running for sheriff be-
cause he has a deep compassion for Nash 
County residents’ safety and well-being.  

fairs in 2020, but Cotton is excited to re-
turn to the Wilson County Fair in the fall.

“If they’re open, I will be there,” Cot-
ton said.

Cotton said the pandemic and result-
ing shutdowns and stay-at-home or-
ders led to more people thinking about 
preserving food. An unopened jar of 
pickled fruit or vegetables stays fresh 
for around five years.

“This year, everyone is canning,” Cot-
ton said.

Prices have gone up since Cotton 
started canning in earnest just a few 
years ago.

A case of jars once cost $3.99, and 
now it’s $11.99. A gallon of vinegar 
that used to cost $1 now carries a  $6 
price tag.

Cotton said she cans fruit and vegeta-
bles as a way to take her mind off of los-
ing her late husband, Lemuel Cotton Sr.

The Cottons were high school sweet-
hearts who married in 1969 and moved 
to Virginia for a few years before re-
turning to southern Nash County. She 
still lives in the house on Old Spring 
Hope Road they purchased together in 
the early 1970s.

Her husband died in 2014, leaving 
Cotton filled with grief and loneliness. 
She turned to canning to occupy her 
hands and preoccupy her mind.

“I miss him so much,” Cotton said.
Cotton canned her first fruit to put in 

her hope chest. She ordered a book of 
recipes from the lid of a Ball jar. It cost 
her $50.

“I still have it,” Cotton said.
Cotton has two children, Lemuel Jr. 

and Arginetta, and three grandchil-
dren.

Arginetta works for FedEx. Lemuel 
Jr. is a 20-year veteran of the Wilson Po-
lice Department. He said several of his 
fellow officers ask him to bring them 
jars of his mother’s goods all the time.

Cotton’s son has his mother’s green 
thumb, growing his own garden with 
ghost peppers and Carolina Reaper, a 
pepper he said is hotter than any other 
hot pepper.

“If I come over to the house and my 
mother is canning in the kitchen, I 
know to stay out of her way,” Cotton’s 
son said.

Zelma Cotton’s canned 

preserves 
Pickled: cinnamon cucumbers, sweet green 

cucumbers, watermelon rind, beets, okra, 

quash.

Vegetables: tomatoes (whole), stewed 

tomatoes, tomatoes and okra, yams, (sweet) 

potatoes, squash, potatoes (white), lima 

beans, corn, butterbeans and corn, collards, 

string beans, soup mix, mixed vegetables.

Jams: apple, grape, plum, strawberry, 

apricot, fig, strawberry fig, blueberry, pear, 

peach, blackberry.

Jelly: strawberry, pepper, peach, blueberry, 

grape, plum, blackberry.

Relish: chow-chow, green tomato, squash 

relish.

Prices are $7 per quart, $5 per pint and $3 

per half pint. Anyone who’s interested can 

call Zelma Cotton at 252-478-5042.

Selma Cotton of Spring Hope won first place and best of show awards in the 2019 
Wilson County Fair for jelly, plum butter and cucumber pickles and first place ribbons 
for collards, peach jam, blueberry jam, fig jam, blueberry jelly, peach jam, pepper jelly, 
strawberry jelly, pickle relish, canned okra, chow chow, green tomatoes, lima beans, 
white tomatoes, potatoes and corn, along with several second and third place finishes. 
Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 

continued from page 1A

Canned: $11.99

Fourth of July parade, 
festival set for Saturday
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The town’s new 
garden club is sponsoring a children’s 
parade and family festival to celebrate 
Independence Day.

Spring Hope’s first Fourth of July Chil-
dren’s Parade is scheduled for 10 a.m. on 
Saturday. 

“We decided on July 3, which is a 
Saturday, because July 4 is on a Sunday 
this year,” said Peggy Leggett, who co-
chairs the group along with Jennifer 
Wilkins.

The parade will start at First Baptist 
Church. Everyone is invited to attend 
and participate.

Staging for the parade will begin 9:30 
a.m. in the church parking lot.

Organizers want children to decorate 
their bicycles, wagons, strollers, golf 
carts, cars and even tractors.

“The whole family is welcomed to dis-
play their patriotism,” Leggett said. 

The parade will kick off a festival with 
crafts, vendor booths and food trucks.

For more information, contact Jennifer 
Wilkins at 252-548-0302 or jennifer-
wilkins@gmail.com. 

continued from page 1A

Sheriff: Brake retired in May 2020

Free fishing day set for July 4 
From staff reports

Independence Day in 
North Carolina means 
fishing for free.

Everyone, regardless of 
age or residency, will be 
able to fish in state-con-
trolled waterways without 
a license on July 4. 

Free Fishing Day, 
which runs from mid-

night to 11:59 p.m. Sun-
day, offers residents and 
out-of-state visitors the 
opportunity to fish with-
out having to purchase 
a license; however, all 
other fishing regulations 
apply, such as length and 
daily possession limits, 
as well as bait and tackle 
restrictions.

Except for July 4, a li-

cense is required to fish 
in any inland or coastal 
waters except for private 
ponds.

North Carolina’s an-
nual Free Fishing Day was 
authorized by the N.C. 
General Assembly in 1994 
and sponsored by the N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Com-
mission. It always falls on 
the July 4 holiday. 

Homeowners can receive repair money
From staff reports

The N.C. Housing Finance Agency has 
set aside funds to help low-income veter-
ans, seniors and disabled homeowners in 
Nash County.

The funds are from the Housing Trust 
Fund and are distributed through the Ur-

gent Repair Program. 
The program will help qualifying 

homeowners to make emergency repairs 
to correct safety hazards or to make ac-
cessibility modifications.

Nash County homeowners can find out 
whether they qualify by calling 252-972-
1178.

IRS notified of councilman’s 

utility bill debt write-offs
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — 
State Auditor Beth Wood 
says she’s turned over 
information on city official 
malfeasance to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

Utility bill write-offs to-
taling more than $47,000 
for City Councilman An-
dre Knight should have 
been reported on his 
income tax forms since 
he is considered a city em-
ployee. Failure to report 
the write-off could be con-
sidered tax evasion, Wood 
said during an interview 
last week on WHIG-TV’s 
“Live Morning Show.”

Wood appeared on the 
show after Knight accused 
her of being a liar during 
a phone interview on the 
same show earlier in the 
week.

Wood issued a May 2020 

report that found two for-
mer city managers and the 

former finance 
director pre-
vented other 
city employees 
from trying to 
collect $47,704 
in utility bills 
Knight owed. 
The debt was 

eventually written off, but 
since then, Knight has 
racked up another $2,989 
in delinquent payments. 

Of the $47,704 total, 
$11,096 was written off in 
May 2013 for bills issued 
between 1999 and 2010. 
The remaining $36,608 was 
written off in March 2017 
for bills from 1999 to 2013.

Wood said her findings 
are irrefutable and based 
on records her auditors 
found on file at city hall.

Wood said the IRS 
doesn’t keep her informed 
as to its actions.

A state Senate bill to 

strengthen state audits and 
make it illegal for elected 

officials not to 
pay for local 
government 
services is 
making its 
way through 
the General 
Assembly.

Approved in 
the N.C. Senate, SB 473 
has now passed the House 
Judiciary Committee and 
is in the House State Gov-
ernment Committee.

“I hope to see it voted 
on by the House when 
we come back from July 
4 break,” said state Sen. 
Lisa Barnes, R-Nash, who 
sponsored the legislation 
in the aftermath of Wood’s 
scathing audit report ex-
amining the city of Rocky 
Mount’s finances.  

Editor’s note: The writer of 
this story co-hosts a week-
ly show about unsolved 
crimes and cold-case 
murders, “The Kay Files,” 
on WHIG-TV, but is not 
involved with the station’s 
“Live Morning Show” 
on which the interviews 
referenced in the story 
appeared. To avoid the 
appearance of a conflict 
of interest, staff members’ 
affiliations with agencies, 
companies and groups ref-
erenced in news coverage 
are routinely disclosed.  

Knight Wood

Wood issued a May 2020 report that 

found two former city managers and 

the former finance director prevented 

other city employees from trying to 

collect $47,704 in utility bills Knight 

owed. The debt was eventually written 

o!, but since then, Knight has racked up 

another $2,989 in delinquent payments.



Sports The Enterprise
www.springhopeenterprise.com

  Wednesday, June 30, 2021   THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com     1B

East Wake athletic trainer honored 
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7808 

There’s no telling how many 
ankles Randy Pridgen has taped 
over the last four decades, but 
that’s just a small part of his ca-
reer as an athletic trainer.

From the time the Wilson 
County native first became 
involved with athletic training 
while still a student at Bedding-
field High in 1979, it has become 
a passion as much as a profes-
sion. Pridgen, currently a teach-
er and athletic trainer at East 
Wake High near Wendell, was 
recently inducted into the North 
Carolina Athletic Trainers Asso-
ciation in a virtual ceremony. 

“It’s just an honor, obviously, 
because when I look back at my 
career, I don’t feel like I’ve done 
anything spectacular,” he said in 
a telephone interview Thursday 
evening. “But when you start 
hearing people say the things 
about me that they’re saying, it 
really makes me feel good about 
myself. But again, it’s just an 

honor to be, first of all, nomi-
nated.”

Pridgen, who has been active 
both in the NCATA 
as well as the Mid-
Atlantic Athletic 
Trainers Associa-
tion, was nominated 
by NCATA past 
president Mark 
White and was in-
ducted along with 

the late Bill Griffin, another 
former NCATA president, as the 
two members of the hall’s 2021 
class.  

PROFESSIONAL IMPACT

While Pridgen has become 
synonymous with athletic train-
ing in the Wilson area, his im-
pact on the profession is much 
greater across the state through 
his involvement with the student 
trainer symposium that was his 
own first exposure to athletic 
training.

Pridgen, who played basket-
ball at Lee Woodard High, found 

himself outside the lines when 
a new school, Beddingfield, 
opened in time for his senior 
year. But not far outside the 
lines, as Pridgen involved him-
self with several Bruins teams 
as a manager and scorekeeper. 
Then-Beddingfield boys basket-
ball coach Al Warwick asked if 
he would be interested in help-
ing as an athletic trainer for 
Barton College, then named At-
lantic Christian College, and the 
men’s basketball team under the 
direction of Bill Robinette.

A few months later, Pridgen 
was enrolled at Atlantic Chris-
tian, which would become his 
professional home for more 
than two decades later in his 
career.

From that experience, Pridgen 
attended the student trainer 
clinic that summer in Greens-
boro, part of the North Carolina 
Coaches Association’s activities. 
There he met North Carolina 
athletic training legends Al 
Proctor and Robbie Lester. Prid-
gen was invited back to partici-

pate in the clinic and has been a 
part of it ever since. 

The NCATA took over the 
student trainer clinic in 1995 
and Pridgen was appointed co-
director. Three years later, he 
was its sole director. When the 

NCATA decided to drop its asso-
ciation with the student trainer 
clinic in 2008, Pridgen took over 
and has continued it each sum-
mer as the N.C. Sports Medicine 

Randy Pridgen, shown working on an East Wake High student-athlete, 
has been an athletic trainer since 1979. Pridgen was recently inducted 
into the North Carolina Athletic Trainer Association hall of fame for his 
years of service both as a trainer and an instructor. Contributed photo

Pridgen

See TRAINER, Page 2B

Firebird becomes a Lancer 
Mizzelle gets chance at Lenoir Community College

By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com 

 | 252-265-7808

When the door opened 
for Trey Mizzelle, the  re-
cent Southern Nash High 
graduate walked through 
it. 

While playing showcase 
baseball with the Dirtbags 
last fall, the 5-foot-10, 
145-pound right-hander 
was approached by the 
opposing team’s head 
coach, Gary Smith, who 
happened to be the head 
coach at Lenoir Commu-
nity College.

“We talked to each other 
and he said, ‘Come to 
Lenoir and play,’” Mizzelle 
said in a condensed ver-
sion of events.

The offer to play for the 
Lancers of the National 
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation’s Region X came 
on a visit to the Kinston 
campus in January. Miz-
zelle said he was offered 
a roster spot at William 
Peace University of the 
NCAA Division III ranks, 
but LCC was his prefer-
ence.

“It’s closer to home, and 
I really liked the campus 
and the coach,” he said.

The son of Sharon and 
Tracy Mizzelle of Middle-
sex, Mizzelle said he 
plans to major in business 
administration at LCC 
and then to transfer to a 
four-year institution and, 
hopefully, keep playing 
baseball.

“Trey’s a great kid, has 
worked really hard and 
has been one of our best 
pitchers realistically the 
last two or three years,” 

Southern Nash head 
coach Todd Brewer said. 
“So I think he’s got a 
chance to go to Lenoir and 
be successful. I think it’s a 
good fit for him. I think if 
he can get there and work 
hard and get an opportu-
nity to get some playing 
time, I think he can have a 
really good time.”

Mizzelle pitched in 14 

games as a sophomore 
in 2019, more than his 
combined total the past 
two seasons due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
He finished his Firebirds 
varsity career with a 6-3 
mark, a 2.85 ERA and 53 
strikeouts in 68 innings 
pitched.

Armed with a standard 
four-pitch repertoire, Miz-

zelle said he’s topped out 
at 86 mph on his fastball.

“He’s guy who defi-
nitely can change speeds,” 
Brewer said. “Got a good 
fastball, got good move-
ment. Does a good job 
hitting spots. As long as 
he can mix things up and 
keep guys off balance, 
that’s won a bunch of ball-
games for us.”

Mizzelle, who is not 
playing on a team this 
summer, said he just 
needs to work on taking 
care of his arm and his 
body as he transitions to 
the collegiate level. He 
was an invaluable part 
of the Southern Nash 
pitching staff the past 
three seasons and now 
Mizzelle is hoping to be-

come just as valuable to 
the Lancers, who were 
13-26 overall and 8-21 in 
Region X Division II this 
past spring.

“He says very few 
words, just goes about his 
business and for the most 
part, he gave us a chance 
to win pretty much every 
time we gave him the 
ball,” Brewer said.

Southern Nash High senior Trey Mizzelle, center, signs to play baseball at Lenoir Community College as he’s flanked by his parents, Tracy and Sharon 
Mizzelle of Middlesex, during a signing ceremony at Southern Nash on June 7. Contributed photo

Mudcats plan 4 postgame fireworks shows
For The Enterprise

ZEBULON — Friday Night 
Fireworks are back, as by popu-
lar demand, the Mudcats add 
four postgame Friday Night 
Fireworks dates to the club’s 
home schedule at Five-County 
Stadium. 

The first postgame Friday 
Night Fireworks show is sched-
uled for Friday, July 9, with ad-
ditional Friday Night Fireworks 
dates including Aug. 6, Aug. 20 
and Sept. 3.

Coinciding with the club’s 
Thursday announcement, the 
Mudcats announced expanded 

ticket availability for the re-
mainder of the 2021 season, 
with tickets now available for all 
August and September games. 

Single-game tickets, group 
options and suite packages in 
the US Foods Club Level are all 
on sale now at carolinamud-
cats.com, 919-269-CATS (2287) 
and by visiting the Five-County 
Stadium front office in Zebu-
lon.

Like previous months, the 
August and September promo-
tional schedules feature the 
same season-long theme nights 
fans enjoyed throughout the 

2021 season. Those nights in-
clude Poster Series Tuesdays, 
Winning Wednesday, Tryon 
Family Dentistry Micro Brews 
Thursdays and Wake Med $6 
Five-County Family Sundays 
with postgame catch on the 
field.

The August slate of games 
will now feature the added Fri-
day Night Fireworks nights on 
Friday, Aug. 6 and Friday, Aug. 
20. August will additionally in-
clude the previously announced 
throwback jersey giveaway 
night on Saturday, Aug. 7 and 
the military-themed replica jer-

sey giveaway night, presented 
by House Autry, on Saturday, 
Aug. 21. September will now 
include the added postgame 
Friday Night Fireworks show on 
Friday, Sept. 3, Pescados de Car-
olina night on Saturday, Sept. 4 
and Fan Appreciation Night on 
Saturday, Sept. 11.

Five-County Stadium is oper-
ating at 100% capacity, but the 
Mudcats will continue to hold 
some areas in the stadium for 
socially distanced seating as 
needed.

Single-game tickets, group 
options and suite packages in 

the US Foods Club Level are all 
on sale now at carolinamud-
cats.com, 919-269-CATS (2287) 
and by visiting the Five-County 
Stadium front office in Zebu-
lon.

The Carolina Mudcats are the 
official Low-A affiliate of the 
Milwaukee Brewers. 

First established in 1991, the 
two-time Southern League 
Champion Mudcats are in their 
31st consecutive season of base-
ball at Five-County Stadium 
in Zebulon. The Mudcats are 
owned and operated by the Mil-
waukee Brewers.  
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Symposium. 
He said more than 10,000 students 

attended the clinic since it began 
in 1963, and he’s probably taught 
more than 5,000 in his time.

After graduating from ACC in 
1983, Pridgen’s first job as an ath-
letic trainer was at Guilford College 
from 1983-85. He then worked for 
three years at Enloe High in Raleigh 
as a teacher and athletic trainer.

During that time, Pridgen was 
pursuing his master’s degree in 
health and physical education from 
North Carolina A&T State Univer-
sity. In August 1988, he returned 
home to Wilson to start his career 
as an assistant professor and head 
athletic trainer at Atlantic Christian, 
thus beginning a 22-year associa-
tion with his alma mater. 

Pridgen helped build the athletic 
training program at Barton into a 
nationally recognized program. More 
importantly to Pridgen, he built a lot 
of relationships along the way.

“Yeah, I mean, that’s always the 
thing that makes me feel good,” 
he said. “You know, when I was at 
Barton, we had students that went 
for either our internship program 
that I started and after we got our 
accreditation, saw those students 
come through, and to just watch 
them be successful in the things that 
they’re doing now. It’s just a very 
rewarding experience to know that 
I had a small part of their education 
and leading them where they are 
now. You know, I think at one point 
I want to say we probably had close 
to 20 to 30 students graduated from 
Barton during my time there, then 
went on to become certified athletic 
trainers. Some are still doing train-
ing. Several of them have gone to 
PA school or physical therapy. You 
know, they’re staying in the health 

care profession and doing those 
types of things.”

One of those Barton students, 
Courtney Bunch Phelps, is now 
a certified athletic trainer at J.H. 
Holmes High in Edenton.

“He is so deserving of this honor, 
and I wouldn’t be who I am without 
him,” Phelps said.

Another former student trainer, 
Phaith Jackson, who got her start 
with Pridgen at Enloe High, recalls 
the support and inspiration Pridgen 
provided to her.

“I’m privileged to have been under 
his wing in the earlier years,” she 
said. “I learned first aid and first 
responses to athletic injury on any 
field during any practice or game. ... 
He also taught me about being kind 
to humanity and also about ‘human 
aid.’ He taught me so much about 
life, like to always look for ways to 
improve and to work hard and to 
strive for perfection each and every 
time, no matter the task. Most of all, 
he taught me to be proud of myself 
for the little things and the big things 
and to never give up on my dreams.”

Indeed, the 6-foot-4 Pridgen could 
be considered a gentle giant in 
terms of his approach to patients.

“I got asked a question the other 
day. I’ll say this again,” he said. “Am 
I the best athletic trainer out there? 
Absolutely not. I think what makes 
me unique is that I care about peo-
ple. And I want to make sure that 
that person is taken care of, just like 
I would my own child. When a kid 
gets hurt, that’s my job is trying to 
make the best decision I can make 
for that person to take care of them. 
A lot of times, kids don’t like the de-
cisions I make, but I’m doing it for 
their own health and safety.”

FIRST RESPONDER

Pridgen, who left Barton in 2010, 

was inducted into its athletic hall 
of fame in 2012. He also served 
as the head athletic trainer for the 
Wilson Tobs summer collegiate 
baseball team from 1997-2011 and 
has donated his time and expertise 
at many athletic events, such as The 
Brittany. He’s also worked to raise 
the profile of CATs.

“Most athletic trainers now are 
recognized as health care profes-
sionals,” he said. “We still have a 
long way to go, believe me, in terms 
of the general public seeing us as a 
health care professional.”

Pridgen has seen his profession 
grow from primarily taping ankles 
and treating minor injuries to being 
the first responder for much more 
serious injuries and conditions. 
Certified athletic trainers are now 
required at every public school in 
North Carolina.

“The education of all of these 
kids have just increased so much 
with the requirements now that 
they have to have to graduate 
from a program, the skills that 
they have to have, there’s a lot 
of us kids that are coming out of 
school now that are much better 
athletic trainers, and they’re much 
more prepared than I ever was 
when I came to school,” he said. 
“I went through an internship 
program and a lot of my stuff was 
hands-on, and now, there’s prob-
ably less hands-on, but they’re 
getting so much more clinical 
experience in their education 
program, and they’re getting that 
knowledge base that we didn’t 
have. I think the athletic training 
profession has gone from back 
when it used to be, ‘I need to learn 
how to tape an ankle and be able 
to do wound care.’ Now, you’re 
there as an emergency responder.”

A hall-of-fame emergency re-
sponder, in Pridgen’s case.

continued from page 1B

Trainer: Certified athletic trainers now required

Nash principal 
named to 
administrative post
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Public Schools 

has an-
nounced a 
new admin-
istrator for 
the upcom-
ing academic 
year.

Yolanda 
Wiggins is 
the district’s 

new director of profes-
sional learning and spe-
cial programs.

“I believe firmly that 
there is value in be-
ing a lifelong learner,” 
Wiggins said in a news 
release. “Because our 
world and educational 
practices are constantly 
changing, there is al-
ways room to grow and 
something new to learn. 
This new role will al-
low me to serve Nash 
County Public Schools 
in planning and oversee-
ing learning experiences 
for the educators in our 

district. I’m excited to 
continue my goals in 
making our schools 
great places to learn and 
grow.” 

Wiggins earned her 
bachelor’s degree in 
English and writing from 
East Carolina University 
and her master’s degree 
in school administration 
from N.C. State Univer-
sity. Her 23-year career in 
education began at Hali-
fax County Schools. 

Among Wiggins’ top 
achievements is becom-
ing a national board-
certified teacher in 
November 2005. She’s 
been named Teacher 
of the Year twice — at 
each of the two schools 
where she taught — and 
Teacher of the Year for 
her district in 2010. 

Wiggins served Nash 
County Public Schools 
as assistant principal of 
M.B. Hubbard Elemen-
tary and most recently 
as principal of Winstead 
Avenue Elementary. 

Wiggins

Louisburg mourns retired planning director’s death
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

LOUISBURG — A Louisburg 
legend who died earlier this 

month was re-
membered for his 
achievements in 
government, his 
positive attitude and 
his sense of humor.

Tony King, the 
former assistant 
town manager and 

planning director, died June 15. 
He was 56.

King officially retired Jan. 1, 
2020, but King stayed on part-
time until October 2020 to help 
ease the transition.

“We’re very sorry to lose him,” 
said Town Clerk Carolyn Pat-
terson.

King came on as a member 
of the planning staff in August 
1991. But he worked in public 
service even earlier than that, 
according to Councilor Boyd 

Sturges.
When King was in college and 

Sturges was in high school, they 
would spend summers working 
together on a garbage truck, 
Sturges said.

“He was always positive. He 
always had a good outlook on 
things,” Sturges said. “We would 
sometimes have to do some 
things considered unpleasant in 
general. It was hot. But he was 
always a pleasant, upbeat guy.”

King took a job that could’ve 
been really unpleasant and 
tough but helped make it enjoy-
able, he added.

“People enjoyed being around 
him,” he said. “He had a good 
sense of humor.”

King was also a huge fan of 
NASA, Sturges said. He was 
always reading about space and 
had models in his office. King 
could tell people what a plane 
was by looking at it flying over-
head, Sturges added.

“You could talk to bunches of 

people about him, and every-
body would have something 
nice to say,” Sturges said.

King was a strong family man 
with a deep Christian faith, 
Sturges said.

That led him to serve people, 
including helping Town Ad-
ministrator Jonathan Franklin 
when he first came to Louis-
burg.

“When I arrived in Louisburg, 
I was still very green,” Franklin 
said. “As my assistant manager, 
Tony was always willing to 
listen, to discuss problems and 
work out solutions.”

Both men graduated from Ap-
palachian State’s master’s of 
public administration program, 
which they bonded over. They’d 
swap stories about college and 
talk about restaurants and plac-
es they had in common. King 
helped Franklin navigate the 
workplace.

“He is certainly one of the 
reasons we have had so much 

success these last five years,” 
Franklin said. “He would ask ev-
eryone about the weekend they 
had and the weekend they were 
going to have.”

Franklin also mentioned 
King’s sense of humor. He said 
King could make the town hall 
an enjoyable place to be and 
treated everyone like a friend.

But he also worked hard to 
improve the town of Louis-
burg.

When the North Carolina 
League of Municipalities held 
a meeting with several wireless 
providers, King attended the 
meeting with Franklin.

“He had lived with the issue of 
cell service much longer than I 
and could better articulate our 
frustrations,” he said.

King patiently waited until 
he could corner an executive. 
Then, he made sure the man 
listened to all of the town’s con-
cerns.

“Tony and that gentleman 

started discussing plans for a 
new cell tower a few months 
later,” Franklin said.

King was ahead of his time, 
Franklin said. He was vital in 
improving walkability in Louis-
burg, including securing state 
funding for a bike path and 
greenway that stretches from 
Depot Hill to Vance-Granville 
Community College.

“He accomplished that before 
most people even knew what a 
bike path was,” Franklin said.

His more recent projects 
included securing funding for 
sidewalks along South Main, 
Johnson and North Main 
streets; West River and Bunn 
roads; Smoke Tree Way; and 
Wade Avenue.

“I will miss him, the town 
council and staff will miss him, 
but most importantly, the Louis-
burg community will miss him,” 
Franklin said.

King’s funeral was held on 
June 19.

King

Juneteenth celebrated at 
pulpit and on horseback
By Mikey Reeves
Special to The Wake Weekly

ZEBULON — June-
teenth took on special 
significance this year. It 
was the first time June 19, 
which marks the end of 
slavery in the U.S., was a 
federal holiday. 

Local groups marked 
the date with pomp and 
jubilee. Churches in Ze-
bulon gathered to com-
memorate the date with 
speeches and food, just 
before 100 Black horse 
riders paraded through 
the town in celebration. 

First Baptist Church of 
Zebulon held its inaugural 
Juneteenth Celebration on 
June 19. The church was 
unable to hold its annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day breakfast in January 
because of COVID-19, so 
its Juneteenth festivities 
included events typically 
held at the breakfast. 

“I was elated when it 
became a federal holiday, 
and that is one of the rea-
sons why we are going to 
continue with this event 
every year,” said the Rev. 

Laura Johnson. 
Organizers said Zebulon 

Mayor Robert Matheny 
helped organize the cel-
ebration. 

Dozens of people at-
tended. The event was 
held outdoors and people 
could sit in their cars to 
listen to speakers. Af-
ter the speakers were 
finished, church mem-
bers handed out bagged 
lunches.  

Juneteenth commemo-
rates June 19, 1865, when 
Black slaves in Galveston, 
Texas, learned they had 
been freed — two months 
after the end of the Civil 
War and two years after 
Abraham Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Procla-
mation.

The Rev. Israel Stacker 
of Wakefield Missionary 
Baptist Church said June-
teenth is “something that 

not a lot of people know 
about, and that is some-
thing we need to change.”

“1865 is gone,” Stacker 
said. “What can we do 
know to make things bet-
ter? Messages and a pro-
gram like this is a great 
start.” 

The new Juneteenth 
event is expected to be 
an annual celebration in 
Zebulon. 

It wasn’t the only June-
teenth commemoration 
held in town this year. 

As many as 100 horse 
riders paraded through 
downtown as part of the 
Heels, Hoof and Wheels 
Explosion celebration, 
organized by Todd’s LLC 
and Todd’s Park. 

Dozens lined Arendell 
Avenue as two men led the 
way, carrying green, black 
and red flags. 

Following them were 
98 mostly Black paraders 
on horseback. Some rode 
with one fist in the air, 
some rode stern and silent 
and others were cheerful 
and said hello to onlook-
ers. The parade lasted 
about half an hour. 

Riders on horseback take part in Zebulon’s Heels, Hoof 
and Wheels Parade on June 19 for the Juneteenth holiday. 
Organizers said 100 riders participated. Mikey Reeves | 
Special to The Wake Weekly
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Nothing’s too big or too small to entrust to God’s care 
It was a 

beautiful 
Sunday 
morning at 
Peachtree. 

Pianist 
Jane May 
played a 
beauti-
ful solo. 

Pastor Gene Whitehouse 
played a video presenta-
tion for “Ancient Words,” 
by Fountain View Acad-
emy. This group filmed the 
song in Redwood Forest, 
California. You may watch 
this video on YouTube.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Kathy and Audrey 
Farmer in loving honor of 
all Peachtree members.

Pastor’s message: 
“Dusty Christians 2,” with 
Scripture from Luke 6: 
12-16.

The memory verse for 
the month of June is Ephe-
sians 3: 17-19. 

Summaries of the Sun-
day school devotionals ap-
pear below:

‘ALL THE SMALL THINGS’

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is, “Big Things and 
Small Things,” by Anne 
Graham Lotz, from “Fix-
ing My Eyes on Jesus.”

“In the beginning God 
created the heavens and 
earth.” — Genesis 1:1.

“The very first verse in 
the Bible tells us God, as 
Creator, is active in big 
ways, liken creating the 
heavens. What big things 
are you confronting? A big 
decision? A commitment? 
Responsibility? A big 
problem?

“The very first verse 
in the Bible tells us also 
that God is active in small 
things. He created the 
earth with its chemical el-
ements, molecules, genes 
and atoms — things so 
small they cannot be seen 
by the naked eye.

“What do you think 
is too small for God to 
notice? A small tear? A 
small hurt feeling? A small 
deed? A small insult? A 
small worry that’s robbing 
you of your joy?

“God is actively involved 
in big and small things. 
Listen to me: trust the 
details of your life to the 
Creator of the heavens 
and earth.”

STRENGTH IN PURITY

I led the Median Sunday 
school class Bible study. 
This is the fourth in a 
series of seven sessions 
on “The Church God De-
sires.” This week’s install-
ment is “Thyatira: Strong 
in Purity,” with Scripture 
from Revelation 2:18-29.

“The fourth letter is ad-
dressed to the angel of the 
church in Thyatira. This 
small town, located about 
forty miles southeast of 
Pergamos, was estab-
lished by Alexander the 
Great as a Macedonian 
colony.

“In 190 BC the city fell 
to the Romans. With the 
coming of stable condi-
tions under Roman rule, 
Thyatira was destined for 
growth and prosperity as a 
center for manufacturing 
and marketing. A large 
number of trade guilds 
flourished in the city.

“The trade guilds were 
inseparable from the 
religious life of the city. 
Usually, the guilds had a 
patron god. Communal 
meals in the temples be-
gan and ended with sac-
rifices to this god. Along 
with the festivities at the 
temples, there was drink-
ing and sexual immorality.

“The Christians were 
adversely affected by the 
guilds and their religious 
practices. Those who did 
not join the guilds were 
ostracized and boycotted. 
Faced with economic hard-
ship, some were tempted 
to compromise their 
faith. This threat to the 
Christians’ economic lives 
makes the letter to Thyatira 

especially meaningful.
“The speaker identi-

fies Himself as the Son 
of God. This is the only 
occurrence of this title in 
the Revelation, but God is 
called the Father of Christ. 
Only in 21:7 is God called 
the Father of believers. 

“As Christ speaks, he 
commends the church at 
Thyatira. Unlike the saints 
at Ephesus, their love has 
not grown cold. Jesus 
says, ‘your deeds of late 
are greater than at first.’ 
There was an increasing 
devotion to Christ and 
continuous growth in their 
faithful service.”

“In spite of all the good 
things that the church at 
Thyatira was doing, they 
faced the temptation to 
compromise. There had 
arisen in the church a 
woman of whom Jezebel 
was the prototype. As Je-
zebel, Ahab’s queen, had 
supported idolatry (I Kings 
16:31), so this woman with 
her pernicious teaching 
was leading some away 
from the faith.

“Jesus holds against the 
church the fact that they 
were tolerating Jezebel. It 
appears that some of the be-
lievers joined in the meals 
dedicated to some deity. 
How far these believers 
went in their compromise 
probably varied consider-
ably among the offenders.

“Jesus searches the 
minds and hearts of all 
individuals. He declares, 
‘I will give to each one 
of you according to your 
deeds.’ Christ’s strongest 
threat to the offenders 
concerns not their sin, 
but their reluctance to 
repent. The Lord is walk-
ing among His churches. 
He judges evil, but He also 
offers deliverance to those 
who have fallen if they re-
pent and stop doing Jeze-
bel’s deeds. Those who do 
not repent face death.

“Clearly, not all the 
saints had been led astray. 
They had not held to the 
teachings of Jezebel. They 
had not compromised 
their testimony. Jesus does 
not increase their burden. 
Instead of adding a new 
list of demands upon the 
believers in Thyatira, 
Christ merely exhorts 
them to continue in their 
faithfulness to their Chris-
tian profession and to 
shun the pagan feasts with 
their accompanying im-
morality.

“Jesus promises an out-
standing reward to all who 
overcome, to all who do 
not compromise. Those 
who truly overcome will 
have authority over the 
nations. Along with Christ, 
they will rule with a rod of 
iron. And Christ will give 
them the morning star.

“Now, Jesus repeats 
the refrain concerning 
the Spirit. As in the other 
letters, He says, ‘He who 
has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ Although John 
records what Jesus said, it 
was in a sense the Spirit, 
too, who was speaking. 
Moreover, the Spirit will 
continue to speak to the 
churches. And the church-
es must listen!”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• The Women’s Mission-
ary Union held its first 
meeting on June 16. The 
ladies discussed WMU 
business. They planned 
their annual Appalachian 
Backpack Ministry and 
a food drive starting in 
July for the Kennedy Chil-
dren’s Home. They will 
start sending cards and 
letters and making phone 
calls to shut-ins. 

• A church conference 
will be held at noon on 

Sunday, July 11. 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

• Catherine Griffin and 
her brother sent some time 
at Indian Beach last week. 

• Floods Chapel Origi-
nal Free Will Baptist 

Church is collecting dona-
tions for the St. Vincent’s 
Island volcano victims. 
Please contact the church 
for a list of needs.

• Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know at 
least two weeks before the 
events. I will need your 
news no later than 2 p.m. 
on Sundays.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 

Whitley, Dorothy Nelson, 
Bill Wakefield and Gail 
Brantley. 

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Audrey 
Farmer, Delcie Wakefield, 
Norman Whitley, Joan 
Eason, Jeannie Bennett, 
Sharron Wester, Bert Ea-
son and Wallace Edwards.

• Undergoing treatment: 
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley and Deborah 
Massey.

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hobgood. 

• In the hospital: Martha 
Edwards.

• The people and first 
responders in Surfside, 
Florida, involved in the 
apartment collapse. 

• Birthday blessings 
to Bart Wood (June 25), 
Faye Vick (June 27), Cecil 
Wilson (June 28) and Glen 
Wood (June 29).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

The Lord is walking among His 

churches. He judges evil, but He also 

o!ers deliverance to those who have 

fallen if they repent and stop doing 

Jezebel’s deeds. Those who do not 

repent face death.
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NCDOT: Fly drones 
safely this summer
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — More 
North Carolina residents 
and visitors are expected 
to use their personal 
drones this summer than 
ever before.

More than 30,000 
North Carolinians now 
own and operate drones 
for personal and recre-
ational use. As the num-
ber of drone operators 
grows, the N.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation 
is reminding drone pilots 
to follow safety precau-
tions because drones can 
be dangerous to others 
if they are not operated 
properly.

“Drones are an amaz-
ing new technology, 
and the applications are 
almost limitless,” said 
NCDOT Director of Avia-
tion Bobby Walston. “But 
something so new comes 
with a lot of challenges. 
We need to make sure 
people don’t treat these 
as just a toy, and know 
how to operate them in a 
safe manner.”

The NCDOT’s Division 
of Aviation has provided 
the following eight tips 
to help pilots make sure 
they’re flying safely and 
legally:

• Always fly below 400 
feet above ground level.

• Never fly near air-

ports.
• Avoid flying over 

events or crowds.
• Don’t fly at night, 

even if your drone has 
lights.

• Never fly directly 
over people.

• Don’t fly near or 
above prisons.

• Respect people’s 
privacy.

• Always keep the 
drone within your visual 
line of sight. 

By following these 
guidelines, drone pilots 
can be more confident 
that their flights are 
safe and legal. Before 
launching a drone, pilots 
should also take the time 
to learn about the state 
and federal laws govern-
ing drones, as well as 
local restrictions in their 
area.

North Carolinians 
interested in flying a 
drone for commercial or 
government operations 
must obtain a permit 
from the N.C. Division 
of Aviation. Before ap-
plying, prospective 
users must pass the NC-
DOT’s UAS Knowledge 
Test.

The permitting sys-
tem began in 2016 and 
is designed to help 
operators better under-
stand restrictions on 
drone use. 

Nonprofit: Protect pets 
from hot-weather dangers 
For The Enterprise 

It’s hard to beat the heat even 
with easy access to air condition-
ing, icy drinks and refreshing 
swimming pools. Imagine how our 
furry friends feel on these swelter-
ing days when they’re dependent 
on us for protection from the high 
temperatures and the sun’s sizzling 
rays. 

An estimated 10 million or more 
households have acquired a cat or 
dog since the beginning of the pan-
demic, so that’s a lot of new pets, 
and potentially a lot of first-time 
pet parents. Some people may be 
experiencing their first spring and 
summer with their pets, and others 
may be simply getting out and about 
more and bringing pets along with 
them on errands or on road trips. 
Best Friends Animal Society seeks 
to help pet owners keep their ani-
mals safe in the heat. 

Many people are surprised to hear 
that most experts consider an out-
side temperature of 70 degrees to be 
warm enough that it may be unsafe 
to leave a pet inside a car, even for a 
short errand. Studies vary, but many 
show that the temperature inside a 
car on a 70-degree day can rise to 
89 degrees in 10 minutes, and to 104 
degrees in only a half hour. 

Best Friends conducted an experi-
ment on a 95-degree day and dis-
covered that the temperature inside 
a car — with windows down a few 
inches — increased from 69 to 140 
degrees in 10 minutes.  

Heat stroke can occur when an 
animal’s temperature rises to a criti-
cal level. Normal body temperatures 
for dogs and cats range from 100 to 
102.5 degrees. When a dog’s tem-
perature rises to 108 degrees, or a 
cat’s to 106 degrees, the animal can 
suffer irreparable organ damage 
and even die.   

According to Best Friends veteri-
narians, signs of heat stroke include 

heavy panting that does not resolve 
as the pet rests, increasing distress, 
a tongue color that is dark red to al-
most purple, weakness or collapse, 
hyper-salivation, vomiting and la-
bored breathing.   

If you suspect a dog or cat is suf-
fering from heat stroke, move him 
to a cooler environment immedi-
ately and apply cool water to the 
abdomen, ears and footpads. To 
prevent shock, don’t pour ice water 
over the whole animal. Instead, 
submerge him in a tub of cold water 
or cover him in a cold, wet blanket. 
Once he is stable, get him to a vet-
erinary clinic as quickly as possible, 
even if he seems to be cooling down 
and his temperature seems normal. 
Things may be happening on the 
inside that are not obvious from the 
outside.   

A variety of situations like the 
extreme heat of a parked car, going 
for midday hikes or walks or simply 
being in a yard with no shade can 
cause an animal to overheat. Best 
Friends Animal Society recom-
mends taking a few simple precau-
tions to keep dogs and cats healthy 
and comfortable as the mercury 
rises:  

• Keep pets indoors during the 
day. It may sound obvious, but it’s 
hottest outside when the sun is up. 
Quick walks and bathroom breaks 
are fine, but try to keep your pet in 
the shade.   

• If pets do spend time outside 
during the day, ensure that they 
have continuous access to shade. 
Dogs on tethers are especially vul-
nerable because they could become 
tangled out of reach of shade or wa-
ter. Grass and greenery help keep 
the yard cooler, too.  

• Provide pets with fresh, cool 
water at all times. During the 
heat of summer, water should be 
dumped and refilled often. Most 
dogs won’t drink hot water no mat-
ter how thirsty they are. • Exercise 

dogs during the cooler morning or 
evening hours, not in the intense 
afternoon heat. Dogs who are older 
or overweight, have a thick coat or 
a pushed-in nose — like bulldogs, 
Boston terriers and pugs — are es-
pecially at risk of overheating. Bring 
water for both you and your pet, or 
a collapsible bowl if there’s a water 
source on your route.   

• Be aware of the temperature of 
the sidewalk, asphalt, sand or even 
packed dirt, as these can cause 
burns to your pet’s paw pads if they 
are too hot.   

• Consult a veterinarian about 
whether your pet needs a pet-ap-
proved sunscreen on exposed areas. 
Dogs with bald patches or minimal 
coats may need sunscreen, as well 
as dogs like Nordic breeds who are 
prone to auto-immune related sun 
diseases.  

• Never leave your pet in a parked 
car when the outside temperature 
is above 70 degrees. Even with the 
windows partway down, even in 
the shade, even for a quick errand. 
Dogs and cats can’t sweat like hu-
mans, so they pant to lower their 
body temperature. If they’re inside 
a car, recycling hot air, panting gives 
no relief, and heat stroke can hap-
pen quickly.   

A little empathy goes a long way 
in protecting our pets from extreme 
weather. If it’s too hot for us to stay 
comfortable in the car, in the yard, 
or on a walk, it’s even hotter for our 
furry friends.  

Best Friends Animal Society is 
an animal welfare organization 
working to end the killing of dogs 
and cats in America’s shelters by 
2025. Founded in 1984, Best Friends 
describes itself as a pioneer in the 
no-kill movement and has helped 
reduce the number of animals killed 
in shelters from an estimated 17 
million per year to around 625,000. 
For more information, visit www.
bestfriends.org.

What is inflation, and is it higher? 
When I 

joined the 
N.C. State 
University 
faculty 
in 1978, 
the big is-
sue in the 
economy 
was infla-

tion. On average, prices at 
the retail level were rising 
at double-digit rates, and 
they continued that pace 
for several years. 

It took a severe reces-
sion in the early 1980s to 
bring inflation under con-
trol. Since then, inflation 
has been modest, with the 
annual rate rarely above 
3%. In recent years, the 
annual inflation rate has 
been even lower.   

There’s a worry that this 
happy situation is about 
to change. The current 
annualized inflation rate 
is above 5%, and there’s 
concern by some analysts 
it may go higher. If, in-
deed, inflation is trending 
higher, then the question 
is whether the situation 
we faced 43 years ago will 
be repeated. Will we soon 
be living with much faster 
jumps in prices, and will it 
take another recession to 
put a lid on inflation?

Before giving some 
answers, let me provide 
some background on what 
inflation means, how it’s 
measured and why we 
worry about it.  

Inflation measures the 
rise in prices, and the 
inflation rate measures 
that rise as a percentage, 
usually over the course of 
a year. So, if the inflation 
rate is 5%, it means prices 
rose 5% over the last year. 
If the inflation rate is 
negative, it means prices 
actually dropped. The 
last time the inflation rate 
was negative was 2009, 
a recession year. It’s not 
unusual for prices to fall 
during the bad economic 
times of a recession.

Whatever the measured 
inflation rate is, it does 

not mean all prices rose 
at that rate. The inflation 
rate is an average num-
ber. The federal govern-
ment tracks thousands of 
individual prices and av-
erages them to form the 
final inflation rate. How-
ever, all individual price 
changes aren’t counted 
equally in the average. 
They are “weighted” by 
the importance of the 
product or service in the 
typical consumer’s bud-
get.  

The government regu-
larly reports two inflation 
rates, the “headline rate” 
and the “core rate.” The 
headline rate includes all 
consumer products and 
services, while the core 
rate includes all except 
food and fuel products. 

Food and fuel products 
tend to be volatile, result-
ing in wild swings in the 
inflation rate. We saw 
this with gas prices when 
the Colonial Pipeline was 
hacked. Economists like 
to track the core rate to 
detect underlying trends 
in inflation. However, con-
trary to what is sometimes 
asserted, the headline rate 
is the official inflation rate, 
not the core rate.

I think most people 
know why we worry about 
inflation, but here’s the 
summary. Inflation depre-
ciates the value of the dol-
lar. An inflation rate of 5% 
over the last year means 
a dollar is worth only 95 
cents in purchasing power 
today compared to its 
value a year ago. If your 
income and investments 
increase at rates less than 
the inflation rate, then 
you’re moving backward 
in your current and future 
standards of living.

Whew! This was proba-
bly more than you wanted 
to read about inflation. But 
with this information now 
under your belt, let’s look 
at the debate over where 
inflation is headed. 

As usual, there are two 
camps. One says that, 

perhaps after a couple of 
bubbles, the inflation rate 
will settle down to where 
it has been for most of 
this century. The opposing 
camp believes circum-
stances and past policies 
will push the inflation rate 
to a higher level for some 
period of time.   

The “no worries” camp 
is based, like many things 
today, on the unusual im-
pacts COVID created for 
the economy. The infla-
tion rate actually fell dur-
ing the worst part of the 
pandemic. The headline 
inflation rate dropped at 
an annual rate of 4% be-
tween February and May 
of 2020 when the pan-
demic was still spreading. 
In the comparable period 
in 2019, headline inflation 
rose 5%. The conclusion 
is that inflation may take 
a near-term jump to make 
up for the reduction in 
prices during early 2020, 
but the rise will be tem-
porary.  

The “worried” camp 
focuses on two concerns. 
One is that there is a 
large amount of money 
waiting to be spent in the 
economy. The federal gov-
ernment will eventually 
have pumped $6 trillion 
into the economy fighting 
COVID and protecting 
households, businesses 
and institutions. 

This is more than was 
lost in the economy due to 
the COVID-19 shutdowns. 
Indeed, by the broadest 
measure of the economy, 
aggregate income in the 
country has totally recov-

ered.  
The second concern is 

the slow return of work-
ers to jobs may result in 
the amount of products 
and services available 
for consumers to buy be-
ing less than the quantity 
consumers want to buy 
when spending ramps up. 
Putting the two concerns 
together, we’ll run into a 
situation of “too many dol-
lars chasing too few goods 
and services,” which is the 
classic definition of infla-
tion.

Economists are divided 
between these two camps. 
A key institution to watch 
in order to judge which 
camp is being taken se-
riously is the country’s 
central bank, the Federal 
Reserve. If the Fed begins 
to inch up the interest 
rates it controls, this may 
be a sign that it’s worried 
about inflation and wants 
to “nip it in the bud” by 
slowing spending. But 
if the Fed leaves interest 
rates at their current low 
level, the bank may have 
decided worries about 
higher inflation are tem-
porary. 

Inflation is something 
affecting all of us, so keep 
your eyes open for news 
about this important eco-
nomic concept. The next 
six to nine months will be 
a period when we’ll have 
to decide if higher infla-
tion is in the cards.

Mike Walden is a William 
Neal Reynolds distin-
guished professor emeritus 
at N.C. State University.

YOU DECIDE

The “worried” camp focuses on two 

concerns. One is that there is a large 

amount of money waiting to be spent in 

the economy. The federal government 

will eventually have pumped $6 trillion 

into the economy fighting COVID and 

protecting households, businesses and 

institutions. 

MIKE 
WALDEN
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Cooper touts vaccines, salutes health workers 
By Taylor Heeden
theeden@johnstoniannews.com 

SMITHFIELD — North Caro-
lina Gov. Roy Cooper received a 
warm welcome when he came 
to Johnston County on June 18.

The governor visited the John-
ston County Public Health De-
partment, first to see a vaccina-
tion clinic up close, then to tout 
incentives his administration is 
offering North Carolinians to 
get their COVID-19 shot.

“I thank God for these miracu-
lous vaccines for pulling us back 
toward normal,” Cooper said.

The governor met the health 
department’s director, Dr. Mari-
lyn Pearson, who gave Cooper 
a quick history of Johnston’s 
battle against COVID-19. 

“We’ve been providing case 
investigation, contact trac-
ing, testing, and my staff and 
our partners have tirelessly 
responded to this pandemic,” 
she said. “When it was time to 
provide vaccinations, our com-
munity stepped up.” 

Early on in its vaccination 
campaign, Johnston staged 
mass clinics, mostly at the 
county’s high schools. In recent 
weeks, as demand for the vac-
cine has waned, the county has 
turned to offering the shots at 

the health department and in 
neighborhoods and businesses.

The governor saluted Pearson 
for singling out her staff. 

“You can tell a great health 
leader who recognizes her team, 
the people that are doing the job 
on the ground every single day,” 
he said. “I’m grateful to each and 

every one of you, and Dr. Pearson, 
I’m grateful for your leadership.”

To get shots into more North 
Carolinians’ arms, Cooper’s 
administration is making vacci-
nated adults eligible for $1 mil-
lion drawings, and it’s offering 
college scholarships to school-
age youngsters. 

“We’ve seen in some other 
states how this has been a moti-
vator,” the governor said of cash 
drawings. “People who are com-
ing in today to get their first shot 
are automatically entered twice 
for all four drawings that will 
occur every other Wednesday 
until August.”

Smithfield Mayor Andy Moore 
said a vaccinated population 
would be good for the town’s 
economy. 

“I myself, as a local leader, am 
eager to get our businesses back 
up and staffed,” he said. “The 
only way that we can do that is 
to get vaccinated.”

State Rep. Donna White of 
Clayton, a public health nurse, 
echoed the call for Johnstonians 
to get vaccinated. 

“This has been a real push for 
me as a public health nurse and 
as your state legislator,” she said.

While North Carolina’s CO-
VID-19 numbers are improving, 
virus variants underscore the 
need for all North Carolinians to 
get their shots, Cooper said. 

“People are having all dif-
ferent kinds of reasons to get 
vaccinated,” he said. “We just 
want to take advantage of those 
opportunities.”

Other vaccination incentives 
are possible, Cooper said, add-
ing that businesses might want 
to offer them. 

“Employers benefit from a 
vaccinated workforce,” he said.

“All kinds of ideas are happen-
ing to get people vaccinated,” 
Cooper added, “and we want to 
see more general practice doc-
tors getting these vaccines.”

Gov. Roy Cooper speaks at the Johnston County Health Department on June 18. With him are, from left, 
health director Dr. Marilyn Pearson, state Rep. Donna White, Smithfield Mayor Andy Moore and County 
Commissioners’ Chairman Chad Stewart. Contributed photo 

Masked drivers, mean tweets and public speaking 
This 

week’s col-
umn is an-
other one 
of those 
where I 
just put 
together 
a few 
random 

thoughts I’ve had through-
out the last week or so. I 
can assure you that none 
of them individually war-
rant a whole column de-
voted to them, but collec-
tively, they might take up 
a few inches of space on a 
newspaper page. 

It’s been a pretty hectic 
week here at the old home-
stead and I found myself 
without a topic for this 
week’s column. That hap-
pens once in a while, and 
I wind up scrambling for a 
topic. Most of the time I sit 
and stare at my computer 
screen until something 
pops into my head. 

Tonight, I am staring at 
a computer screen while 
tending to text messages 
from both daughters, af-
fection from cats who are 
seemingly starving for it 
and the overwhelming 
desire not to bore any of 
you. Really, I know one or 
two of you will get bored 
and say so, but you are the 
ones who always do, so 
carry on as usual.

This morning, I was 
driving to work and was 
in traffic next to a very 
nice car. It was a vintage 
Mercedes-Benz convert-
ible, red with a tan leather 
interior. It was probably 
from the late ‘70s, but it 
looked brand new. Clearly, 
the owner of such a car 
cared for it greatly. 

The owner was sixtyish 
and was one of those types 
who looked like he had 
money. Sunglassed and 
tanned, ruggedly hand-
some with his sailing cap 
and expensive sunglasses. 
He was probably very 
popular at the club. 

While being hand-
some and sunglassed and 
tanned, he was also wear-
ing a mask. Alone in the 
car, he was wearing a face 
mask. 

For all I knew, he was a 
surgeon and was on his 
way to work, but all the 
surgeons I know usually 
put the masks on when 
they get to work and are 
about to perform surgery. 

Let’s review. This guy 
was in a car, a convert-
ible, exposed to open air, 
outside, and wearing a 
mask. I get that a lot of 
people are still nervous 
about COVID-19, but I am 
reasonably certain he was 
not going to get it from 
himself going 70 mph on a 
highway. 

It reminded me of when 
I was driving with a friend 
and his mother and his 
mother locked the car 
doors when a couple of 
shady-looking fellows 
drove alongside of her. 
I’ve known a crook or two 
in my life, and I am sure 
these guys were on the 
wrong side of the law, but 
I have never seen anyone 
leap from one moving car 
to another to grab a wom-
an’s purse. 

Later in the day, I was 
reading about some celeb-
rity who was apologizing 
about some mean tweets 
she had sent to other 
celebrities. These tweets 
apparently were so ven-
omous that they cost the 
celebrity some endorse-
ment deals. 

The timing of her apol-
ogy was perfect. She only 
apologized after losing 
millions of dollars in prod-
uct endorsements. This 
was big news, and some 
of the usually reputable 
news sites were debating 
whether she should be for-
given. Somehow, this was 
headline news. 

Clearly, this woman has 
a lot of money and not a 
lick of sense. Being a ce-
lebrity does not allow you 
to do anything you want to 
do and think the average 
American will feel sorry 
for you when you lose 
your endorsement deals. 
You don’t care when the 
Average American loses 
anything, so why should 
we care about you? 

I asked a few folks what 
they thought. Most of 
them said, “Boo hoo,” and 
used a word that rhymes 
with “itch.” 

With the world reopen-
ing, I’ve decided that I 
am going to explore the 
world of public speaking. I 
have reached out to a few 
organizations and might 
be hitting the circuit again 
very soon. I look forward 
to seeing a lot of you. It’s 
been a wild ride for the last 
year, and I know we are 
glad to see things slowly 
going back to normal. 

If you do come out to see 
and hear me speak, please 
don’t worry about whether 
you are wearing a mask. I 
have been fully vaccinat-
ed, and for the most part, I 
feel fine. 

I don’t think there was 
anything in the vaccine I 
should worry about. I have 
gotten used to the triple 
vision and the extra toes. 
Everything I eat tastes like 
rusty pennies and barbe-
cue sauce, but at least I 
don’t have COVID. 

I was asked if I would 
be willing to speak at a 
luncheon next week and 
I asked if I had to wear a 

mask. The organizers re-
spectfully requested that I 

do. I let them know I was 
vaccinated and they said 

that COVID-19 wasn’t the 
only factor.

“You have a face for ra-
dio,” I was told. 

JOE 
WEAVER

Roofing/Gutter Service

Home RepairsJOBS

Healthcare 
Opportunities

Action Health Staffing
is seeking PCAs, NA I's, NA II's for
immediate openings in home care.

Apply at a branch near you!
Smithfield, Wilson, Rocky Mount,

Greenville

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

EXPERIENCED CASHIERS
&

SHIFT SUPERVISORS
NEEDED

For busy Convenience Store
FULL & PART TIME

Must be able to work nights
& weekends.

EXP. IN CONVENIENCE STORE
A MUST!! BI-LINGUAL A+
Drug free work environment

Apply in Person at:
739 Ward Blvd, Wilson, NC

or Email:
mazinsaleh01@gmail.com

Statewides

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-
888-575-3018 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/press

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite
Sc reens . CHOICE Package ,
$84.99/mo for 12months. Stream on
20 devices at once in your home.
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for more
details today! (some restrictions ap-
ply) Call IVS 1-855-548-9839

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-844-938-
0700

Donate your car, truck or van. Help
veterans find jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic Hearts Founda-
tion. Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are standing
by! Call 1-866-955-1516

Statewides

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and
denied, our attorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC Prin-
cipal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scrant-
on PA 18503]

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and
denied, our attorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC Prin-
cipal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scrant-
on PA 18503]

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avai lable.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-877-920-7405

Donʼt let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-618-
0918

Become a published author! Public-
ations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-
855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call:833-987-0207

Replacement Windows. $229 In-
stalled. Price Includes Window and
Basic Install. Any size up to 100
united inches. Free Estimates, Life-
time Warranty. Fairway Windows
252-232-8422.

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2
FREE Months! 877-544-1736

See a Doctor 24/7 - No Insurance
Needed! Board certified doctors via
video call. From $29. Family plans
available. Download the Antidote
Health app or call 845-213-3504

Statewides

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages
50 to 80). No medical exam. Afford-
able premiums never increase. Be-
nefits never decrease. Policy will
only be cancelled for non-payment.
833-380-1218

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. If
you have suffered a serious injury in
an auto accident, call us! Our attor-
neys have the experience to get you
the full compensation you deserve!
Call Now: 844-545-8296

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUN-
NING OR NOT!! FAST FREE
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction.
Support United Breast Cancer Fdn
programs. Your car donation could
save a life. 888-641-9690

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal Ac-
tions! Speak to a Professional Attor-
ney and Get the Help You NEED!
Call NOW 844-404-0601

Become a published author! Public-
ations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-
855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-888-660-1252

Attention Active Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new career and
earn your Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 877-354-3499

Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce
payment by up to 50%! Get one
LOW affordable payment/month.
Reduce interest. Stop calls. FREE
no-obligation consultation Call 888-
841-0674

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call
866-579-0885

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST! Medical, Fire,
Burglar. Even if you can't reach a
phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

NASH COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that public 
hearings will be held on Monday, 
July 12, 2021 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
before the Nash County Board of 
Commissioners in the Frederick B. 
Cooper Commissioners Room on 
the third floor of the Claude Mayo, 
Jr. Administration Building located at 
120 West Washington Street, Nash-
ville, NC 27856 to consider:
Conditional Use Rezoning Request 
CU-210603 made by The East 
Group on behalf of the C. T. Williams 
Corporation to rezone three adjacent 
tracts of land owned by L & F Farms 
LLC, totaling approximately 164.5 
acres, located on both sides of 
Strickland Rd, Bailey, NC 27807 and 
further identified as Nash County 
Tax Map PIN #s 277500356866, 
277500456441, & 277500561957 
from R-40 (Single-Family Residen-
tial) to RA-20-CU (Medium Density 
Residential Conditional Use) for the 
development of the 209-lot Strick-
land Road Subdivision.
Text Amendment Request A-210601 
made to amend the Nash County 
Unified Development Ordinance 
Article III, Sections 3-1.4 & 3-1.5 to 
revise the voting procedures of the 
Planning Board.
Text Amendment Request A-210602 
made to conform the Nash County 
Unified Development Ordinance to 
the consolidated and reorganized 
local planning and development 
regulations of the North Carolina 
General Statutes Chapter 160D.
Text Amendment Request LDP-
210601 made by the Canterbury 
Construction Group to amend the 
Nash County Land Development 
Plan Section III, Subsection 2 to 
support rezoning Suburban Growth 
Areas to the RA-30 or RA-20 Zoning 
Districts when publicly regulated 
private community water systems 
are available or utilized.
Members of the public are invited to 
attend this meeting and to partici-
pate as permitted by the applicable 
public hearing procedures. Substan-
tial changes to the requests may 
result from the public hearings. The 
full request applications may be re-
viewed on weekdays from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at the Nash County 
Planning & Inspections Department 
on the second floor of the Claude 
Mayo, Jr. Administration Building 
located at 120 West Washington 
Street, Suite 2110, Nashville, NC 
27856 or you may call 252-459-9807 
for more information.
The Enterprise
June 30, 2021

Public 
Notices

The Enterprise
Good to  

the last word.

252-243-5151

CLASSIFIEDS
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Sewer upgrade is key to Elm City’s future
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7818

ELM CITY –– A rehabilitation 
and clean-out of the sewer and 
storm drain system has shown 
real results, according to a con-
sulting engineer working for the 
town.

Engineer Mike Tolson of 
Mack Gay Associates delivered 
the report to the Elm City Board 
of Commissioners on June 15. 

The town’s $1 million state 
disaster and recovery assistance 
grant, which runs out at the end 
of June, has funded the relining 
of some 4,000 feet of eight-inch 
and 1,069 feet of 10-inch terra 
cotta clay sewer line. 

“We have also cleaned an 
additional 8,100 linear feet of  
8-inch, 12-inch and 15-inch 
gravity sewer,” Tolson said.

As of June 15, 38 of 250 man-
holes in the town have been 
relined and rehabilitated.

Tolson said 95% of the storm 
drain boxes have been cleaned 
out.

“All of it is in really good 
shape,” Tolson said. “We 
cleaned that whole section of 
lines, and I am pleased to tell 
you that it is in very good shape 
and flowing very well like it 
needs to do. All of it has been 
looked at, documented and 
inspected, so we have got a bet-
ter picture of your system than 
there has been in 20 years.”

Tolson said data from May 
indicates the corrective mea-
sures have reduced the amount 
of groundwater and stormwater 
seeping into cracks and fissures 
in damaged and aging clay 
pipes. That seepage is called in-
flow and infiltration, or I&I.

Tolson supplied commission-
ers with a graph showing two 
lines of data. On one was the 
amount of water Elm City pro-
duced and bought from the city 
of Wilson. On the other was the 
amount of water the Elm City 
wastewater treatment plant 
pumped.

“So what you want is those 

two lines to be as close together 
as you can get them,” Tolson 
said. “You want sewer to be 
not more than 10% higher than 
water. So for 10,000 gallons of 
water, you want maybe 11,000 
gallons of sewer. That 10% is 
what you would call acceptable 
I&I.”

“We started this project on 
rehab in mid-April and we didn’t 
start relining any manholes or 
any mains until about the last 
six weeks,” Tolson continued. 
“I know it didn’t rain much that 
month but last month, in May, 
the last recorded month you 
have, you sold more water than 

you pumped sewer, and that is 
the first time that has happened 
in the last year and a half. If you 
made 10,000 gallons of water 
in the past, you’ve got some 
numbers in there that are five 
times that much of sewer that 
has been pumped, meaning you 
took on a lot of I&I in the sys-
tem.”

Elm City’s growth has been 
throttled since the N.C. Divi-
sion of Water Quality found 11 
violations at the Elm City spray 
irrigation wastewater treatment 
plant in April 1998. At the time, 
the  town’s wastewater plant 
had 300,000 gallons flowing 
through it when it was permit-
ted for only 130,000 gallons. 

The state imposed a morato-
rium on new sewer hookups on 
Sept.1, 1998.

Tolson said the apparent de-
crease in inflow and infiltration 
is a positive sign. It’s the first 
step in showing the state that 
Elm City is getting a better han-
dle on its wastewater system.

“We need more data, but if I 
can show five or six months of 
downward trend like that, the 
next thing we do is write a letter 
to the state and say, ‘Pursuant 
to the moratorium and the flows 
and a rehab project, and the 
recommendations, please look 
at the data we have on this. We 
would respectfully request that 
you would consider removing 
the moratorium,’” Tolson said.

Tolson acknowledged that 

April was a very dry month, but 
said the findings are still en-
couraging.

“I think it is a very positive 
data point,” Tolson said. “That’s 
very encouraging news to me, 
and I am pleased to present that 
to you. That shows that you are 
having some progress.”

The main contractor working 
with Mack Gay Associates on 
the sewer rehab portion of the 
grant is H.G. Reynolds Inc. That 
company has subcontracted 
with Tri-State Utilities and CTR 
Coatings for the work.

Tolson said supervisory con-
trol and data acquisition, or 
SCADA, equipment delivered to 
the town was in the process of 
being installed.

“That SCADA is going to 
give us the opportunity to 
know where, how and when 
everything’s running so we 
can jockey pumps on, pumps 
off, move storage and move 
the water around to wherever 
you need to more effectively 
and efficiently in the system,” 
Tolson said. “The whole town 
has needed that capability for 
years, and (to) finally able to 
get that installed and put in and 
get it used will be very helpful. 
You will be able to check all of 
the alarms and alerts and levels 
on your phone with a login that 
is given from the equipment 
operators, so it will be a handy 
tool to be able to maintain the 
system.” 

Mike Tolson of Mack Gay Associates addresses the Elm City Board of 
Commissioners on the town’s water and sewer systems on June 15. Drew 
C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 

Your shot at $1 
million, our shot 
at defeating the 
pandemic 

Hug-
ging our 
friends. 
Cheering 
on our lo-
cal sports 
team in 
person. 
Eating 
indoors 

at our favorite restaurant 
after months of takeout. 
We’re now able to do 
things that felt out of 
reach during the height of 
this pandemic, thanks to 
the COVID-19 vaccines.

The science supporting 
these lifesaving vaccines is 
overwhelming. Rigorous 
clinical trials have proven 
that the vaccines are safe 
and effective along with 
more than 140 million 
Americans who have been 
safely vaccinated. These 
vaccines are responsible 
for our declining case 
counts and hospitaliza-
tions, and they’re the 
reason North Carolina has 
been able to ease restric-
tions and get back to do-
ing the things we love.

But we can’t pat our-
selves on the back yet. 
About 2 ½ million adults 
in North Carolina haven’t 
gotten their vaccine, 
and the dangerous and 
even more contagious 
Delta variant of the virus 
is spreading across the 
country, mostly through 
unvaccinated people. The 
news comes as we are see-
ing lasting medical prob-
lems from COVID-19 like 
chronic pain, breathing 
difficulties and extreme 
fatigue, even for people 
who did not initially have 
symptoms. 

The time to get vacci-
nated is now. That’s why 
we’re pulling out all the 
stops and giving North 
Carolinians their shot at a 
million dollars if they get 
vaccinated. 

The process is simple. 
Every other Wednesday 
beginning June 23, one 
North Carolinian will win 
a $1 million cash prize 
just for being vaccinated. 
Additionally, four people 
between the ages of 12 
and 17 will win a $125,000 
scholarship to any college 
of their choosing.

Every adult who has 
gotten at least one dose 
of the vaccine, whether 
you got your shot in Janu-
ary or June, is automati-
cally eligible to win one of 
the four $1 million cash 
prizes. You don’t have to 
do anything to enter other 
than get your shot. And 
there’s extra incentive for 
those who haven’t been 
vaccinated. As soon as you 
get your first dose, your 
name is automatically en-
tered twice for each draw-
ing from now until Aug. 
4. You can double your 
chance to win big and pro-
tect yourself from getting 
COVID.

There’s no losing. Even 
if you don’t win the cash 
prize or scholarship, you’ll 
still protect yourself, your 
family and your friends 
from a deadly virus. 

Our state has come 
too far over the past few 
months to jeopardize our 
progress. So we decided 
to take this step after see-
ing it work in other states. 
And we believe we can see 
positive results here.

North Carolina is com-
ing out of this pandemic 
as a state that will be 
stronger and more equi-
table than before. But to 
succeed, we must put this 
pandemic behind us. And 
that means more shots 
into arms. 

Vaccinated people can 
do our part by talking 
with our loved ones about 
the importance of getting 
the vaccine and its most 
important side effects: joy, 
relief and real protection 
to safely see others again. 
If vaccinated people can 
talk with just five of our 
friends, neighbors or col-
leagues who are hesitant, 
we can make our state a 
safer place.

And if you haven’t been 
vaccinated yet, talk with 
your doctors. They’ll likely 
say the same thing Dr. 
Mandy Cohen and I have 
been saying — get the 
shot. It’s easy and lifesav-
ing, and it just might make 
you a millionaire.

Roy Cooper, a Nash County 
native, is North Carolina’s 
75th governor. 

ROY 
COOPER

Brace yourself for hurricane season 
Hurricane season 

is here again — and 
while we’re thrilled 
with the season 
the Carolina Hur-
ricanes have been 
having, we can all 
do without any 
tropical storms or 
hurricanes that 

may reach North Carolina this 
year. 

Unfortunately, experts are al-
ready predicting another above-av-
erage hurricane season. You can’t 
wait until a hurricane is imminent 
to begin preparing, though. Here 
are some things you should be 
thinking about now.

First, do you have an emergency 
plan? It may need to be different 
than last year’s, when social dis-
tancing and pandemic concerns 
required other measures to keep 
people safe. Make sure you know 
the best evacuation routes from 
your home and have a plan about 
where you’ll go if a hurricane hits.

Take the time now to build an 
emergency kit that has items you’ll 
need. Don’t forget to include medi-
cations, nonperishable food, water, 
a change of clothes and anything 
else you may need. We’re still in a 
pandemic, so packing extra hand 

sanitizer and masks may be help-
ful. 

If you have pets, don’t forget 
to include items they’ll need as 
well. Run through both your kit 
and your plan with your family, 
so they’re prepared for what may 
happen in a natural disaster emer-
gency.

You should also make copies 
of important documents for your 
disaster kit. Make sure you have 
copies of your insurance policies, 
driver’s license, Social Security 
card, health insurance card and 
other financial information on 
hand. If a disaster hits, you don’t 
want to worry about not having the 
information you need to be able to 
contact the appropriate authorities 
and rebuild. 

And while you’re making copies, 
you may want to store an extra set 
in your bank’s safety deposit box 
for safekeeping. Take billing infor-
mation you need, too — creditors 
still expect on-time payments, and 
being late will cause you additional 
headaches.

Make a list of important phone 
numbers — for friends and family, 
the bank and insurance companies 
— and consider storing copies in 
your kit and your wallet. 

Include the phone number for 

my office’s Consumer Protection 
Division (1-877-5-NO-SCAM). Un-
fortunately, disasters often bring 
scammers out of the woodwork, 
and if you encounter any, you can 
report them to my office.

Take inventory of your home, 
property and cars through photos 
and videos. If you suffer property 
or car damage and need to file an 
insurance claim, you’ll be able to 
do so with an accurate idea of the 
damage.

If a hurricane hits and the gover-
nor declares a state of emergency, 
our state’s price gouging law will 
go into effect. The law makes it il-
legal to charge extra high prices 
during a crisis, and you should 
report instances of price gouging 
to my office. Since 2018, I’ve won 
more than $975,000 in price goug-
ing judgments and settlements on 
behalf of the people of North Caro-
lina, and I will never hesitate to go 
after price gougers.

You can check out readync.org 
for more disaster preparedness 
information. The more you do to 
prepare for a disaster before it hits, 
the better you’ll be able to respond 
if the worst happens.

Josh Stein is North Carolina’s state 
attorney general. 

JOSH 
STEIN

North Carolina a leading state for wine
As a 

proud 
born 
and bred 
North 
Carolin-
ian, I 
thought I 
knew a lot 
about my 

native state. That notion 
was disabused after our 
state’s unofficial “good-
will ambassador,” Phil 
Kirk, gave a talk on North 
Carolina’s wine industry. 

Who knew there were 
more than 200 wineries 
and 2,300 grape-bearing 
acres producing more than 
1.1 million cases of wine 
each year? North Carolina 
is sparkling as a major 
player in wine production, 
generating some $1.97 bil-
lion per year in economic 
impact and 10,000 jobs.

We have a vintage heri-
tage, boasting the first cul-
tivated grape grown in the 
United States. Mother’s 
Vineyard in Manteo boasts 
the scuppernong grape-
vine dating to 1524. The 
first commercial winery 
started in 1835, the Me-
doc Vineyard in Halifax 
County, and we were the 
leading wine-producing 
state in the nation early in 
the 20th century. 

Prohibition wiped out 

the industry; our state 
was slow in repealing the 
ban, so we didn’t rebound 
fast, but by 1972 Duplin 
Winery opened, the larg-
est winery in North Caro-
lina and the South. From 
about 20 wineries at the 
turn of this century, the 
industry has grown expo-
nentially, both in numbers 
and importance.

Our soil conditions and 
a growing season of 150-
200 days make our cli-
mate ideal. Eastern North 
Carolina is the worldwide 
leader in growing the 
sweet muscadine grapes 
used in scuppernong, san-
gria and rose wines. They 
love the hot, sandy coastal 
conditions. In the western 
sections, the European-
style vinifera grapes yield 
cabernet sauvignon, cab-
ernet franc, merlot, syrah, 
chardonnay and viognier. 

And lest you believe that 
the best wines come from 
the west coast, North Car-
olina wines have ferment-
ed a stellar reputation 
among connoisseurs and 
win ribbons in national 
competitions. 

I was thirsty to learn 
why almost 2 million 
tourists a year come 
to sample and buy our 
wines. Looking at the 
map, you figure out it 

would take the better part 
of a year to visit all 200, 
but as a first taste, we de-
cided to sample wineries 
in the Yadkin Valley and 
were fortunate to have 
experienced guides (our 
son and daughter-in-law) 
choose three from among 
the 48 in that region. 

Jones von Drehle was 
picked because of its focus 
on classic European (espe-
cially French) style wines, 
Raffaldini Vineyards for its 
Tuscan influence of wines, 
and Shelton Vineyards, 
the largest family-owned 
estate winery in our state. 
Each had acres and acres 
of vineyards, inviting 
tourist centers for tasting, 
along with entertainment 
venues. 

Visit www.ncwine.org 
to learn more about the 
many other outstanding 
wineries from all sections 
of our state. Go see for 
yourself.

It was quite an experi-
ence being offered tastes 
from the wines each pro-
duced, enabling us to make 
side-by-side comparisons 
and decide which most 
pleased our palates. We 
learned a lot and had won-
derful experiences, capped 
off by a concert from North 
Carolina’s premiere show 
band, The Embers. You 

won’t be surprised we left 
with many bottles to enjoy 
back home.

I admit I never appreci-
ated the significance and 
importance of the spirit 
industry in our state. In 
addition to being 11th in 
the nation in wine pro-
duction, we now have 
some 77 distilleries (sec-
ond in the South) and 320 
craft breweries and brew-
pubs (largest number in 
the South). Our growing 
reputation is attracting 
tourists from all over. 

Not only do these firms 
directly employ people, 
but they affect other busi-
nesses including real es-
tate, insurance, advertis-
ing, marketing, shipping, 
equipment distributors, 
bottling, boxing and la-
beling firms. 

There are so many won-
derful things to see and 
do in our state, and the 
weekend reaffirmed my 
belief that we live in the 
best state in the nation. 

As we approach our na-
tion’s birthday, we recog-
nize our state (and coun-
try) has many challenges, 
but we also have much 
for which to be thankful 
and proud. 

Pardon the bad puns, 
but North Carolina is a 
grape state.

TOM 
CAMPBELL


