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Missing men found dead in crash 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117 

NASHVILLE — Two men reported 
missing late last month have been found 
dead.

Brandon Lynch and Howard Hill of 
Nash County’s Aventon community 
were discovered Thursday evening in 
a crashed car off Ward Road in rural 
Nash County near the Halifax County 
line, said Maj. Eddie Moore of the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

“This is not the ending that everyone 

had hoped for, but we pray for the fami-
lies of both of these men that they can 
now have some type of closure,” Moore 
said.

The two men were last seen May 25 in 
a Chevrolet Cobalt. Nash deputies joined 
the search over Memorial Day weekend.

“Members of the Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office Criminal Investigations Divi-
sion began working on this case over the 
holiday weekend and worked diligently 
following up on leads and possible sight-
ings throughout this week,” Moore said. 
“Members canvassed the Aventon area 

of Nash County and several areas in Hal-
ifax County including Medoc Mountain, 
Hollister, Ringwood and Roanoke Rapids 
following those leads.”

Deputies were searching Thursday in 
the West Hilliardston Road, Swift Creek 
School Road and Ward Road areas. They 
were following up cellphone records, 
Moore said.

“A member of the sheriff’s office, while 
searching the area, discovered the vic-
tim’s vehicle approximately 30 yards 
off the roadway on Ward Road near the 
Halifax County line,” Moore said. “The 

vehicle was covered by heavy brush and 
was difficult to see from the roadway.”

Deputies found the men’s bodies in the 
car.

“Based on preliminary information 
from the N.C. State Highway Patrol, and 
evidence at the scene, it appears the vic-
tims ran off the roadway in a curve, lost 
control and their vehicle overturned in a 
heavily brushy area, making it difficult 
for vehicles passing by to see,” Moore 
said.

State troopers are taking the lead in 
the crash investigation.  

House votes 
to end federal 
jobless 
benefits
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

The N.C. House has voted to 
withdraw North Carolina from 

federally funded 
supplemental un-
employment ben-
efits.

In a bipartisan 71-
36 vote on Thurs-
day, the House 
approved Senate 
Bill 116, the Put-
ting North Carolina 
Back to Work Act, 
which will make 
unemployment ben-
efits non-taxable in-
come and withdraw 
the state from the 
Federal Pandemic 
Unemployment 

Compensation Agreement.
Republicans argued that the 

extra benefits are a disincentive 
for people to return to work that 
are slowing the state’s post-
pandemic recovery.

Democrats who voted against 
the bill said the benefits are cru-
cial for poorer North Carolinians, 

Gailliard

Winslow

Southern Nash High School graduates file into Firebird Stadium for Saturday’s commencement exercises. All but 11 of the school’s 269 

graduates walked the stage and turned their tassels, with 258 seniors participating in commencement. School officials said 176 grads 

will attend four-year colleges, 77 will enter the workforce and five will join the military. College-bound seniors earned a combined total 

of more than $2.1 million in scholarships. Visit SpringHopeEnterprise.com to watch a video of Southern Nash’s commencement from 

Enterprise news partner SouthernNashNews.com. Contributed photo 

Southern Nash grads turn tassels   

See JOBLESS, Page 2A

Donors help deputies ‘Cover the Cruiser’ for Special Olympics
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

DORTCHES — Nash County depu-
ties raised $1,000 for the Special Olym-
pics during a four-hour fundraiser 
Saturday.

The Nash County Sheriff ’s Office 
partnered with the Special Olympics 

of North Carolina for its first year of 
Cover the Cruiser. The fundraiser took 
place at Smith’s Red & White grocery 
store and restaurant, 3635 N. Halifax 
Road.

Deputy Elizabeth Cahoon and Sgt. 
Stan Ricks, along with Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina, greeted folks as they 
entered the restaurant, offering conver-

sation, hugs and a chance to write their 
name on a note that was then attached to 
Cahoon’s patrol car.

Ricks recently lost a child with special 
needs, so he and Cahoon wanted to do 
something special to help other families 
in similar situations.

“We asked and Sheriff (Keith) Stone 
sent us to the conference for the Special 

Olympics,” Cahoon said.
As a result of that meeting, Cahoon 

and Ricks participated in the Special 
Olympics torch run this year.

“Eight deputies helped run the torch 
five and a half miles,” Cahoon said.

Medina said the deputies were plan-
ning other Special Olympics fundraising 
events.   

Sgt. Stan 
Ricks of the 
Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office 
is shown during 
Saturday’s Cover 
the Cruiser 
fundraiser 
at Smith’s 
Red & White 
in Dortches 
to benefit 
the Special 
Olympics of 
North Carolina. 
Deputies 
also recently 
participated 
in the Special 
Olympics Torch 
Run. Lindell J. 
Kay | Enterprise 

Deputy 
Elizabeth 
Cahoon of the 
Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office 
smiles during 
Saturday’s 
Cover the 
Cruiser 
fundraiser 
at Smith’s 
Red & White 
in Dortches. 
Deputies 
raised $1,000 
to benefit 
the Special 
Olympics of 
North Carolina. 
Lindell J. Kay | 
Enterprise 



By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

Blair Fitch knows the 
importance of the initial 
two days in a homicide 
investigation.

A detective with the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department, Fitch 
has been featured on 
A&E’s “The First 48,” a 
long-running crime docu-
series about the beginning 
and most crucial moments 
of a murder case.

Originally from Florida, 
Fitch joined the CMPD in 
2000. He said his greatest 
moments as a detective are 
when he calls a victim’s 
family members to tell them 
an arrest has been made in 

their loved one’s case.  
But in his most baffling 

whodunit, Fitch doesn’t 
know the victim’s identity, let 
alone who her relatives are.

A long way from the ear-
ly hours of the probe, Fitch 
has been trying for a de-
cade to identify the body of 
a slain woman discovered 
discarded in the woods off 
of Interstate 485.

Found wearing a white 
T-shirt with a pink flower 
and the words “Virginia 
Beach Virginia” printed 
on the front, she had been 
dead for around a year.

“We can never give 
up,” Fitch said. “We don’t 

know what technology is 
coming down the line that 
could help solve this case.”

Whether washed ashore, 

unearthed in shallow 
graves, stumbled upon in 
the woods, discovered in 
abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads or located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain uniden-
tified in North Carolina. 
This is one of their stories.

CMPD North Division 
officers received a call for 
service March 17, 2011, in 
reference to a work crew 
finding the skeletal remains 
in the woods off a road 
closed to public access.

“We got bones, which 
doesn’t tell us a lot, but 
given the location, it’s suspi-
cious,” Fitch said. “We are 
treating this as a homicide.”

From the start of the 
investigation, Fitch has 
been the lead detective as-
signed to the case.

“We don’t know if this is 
human trafficking or re-
lated to drugs,” Fitch said.

In an attempt to generate 
leads, Fitch and other detec-
tives with the department’s 
Homicide Unit and the Da-
vidson Police Department 
worked with anthropology 
professors to create a fo-
rensic reconstruction of the 
woman’s skull.

The detectives released 
a sketch in 2016.

The woman in the Vir-
ginia Beach T-shirt was 

white, possibly Hispanic, 
and between the ages 
of 20 and 30. Her height 
couldn’t be estimated, 
but she’s believed to have 
been around 110 pounds.

Along with the T-shirt, 
the woman wore size small 
blue denim jeans and a 
black bra, size 36B. She 
wore Navy and plaid boat 
canvas shoes, boys size 4.

No fingerprints are 
available, but DNA and 
dental records are on file 
with the N.C. Office of the 
State Medical Examiner.

Two missing women have 
been excluded: Hope Curry 
of Virginia, born in 1977; 
and Zoe Hope of North 
Carolina, born in 1987.

The National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons System 
ranks the case as having a 
high potential for identifica-

tion. The woman in the Vir-
ginia Beach T-shirt has been 
assigned the number 8724 in 
the NamUs database.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the woman is 
asked to call the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police De-
partment Homicide Unit 
at 704-432-TIPS, Charlotte 
Crime Stoppers at 704-334-
1600 or Team Cold Case at 
252-406-6736. A monetary 
reward is available. 

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series examin-
ing the more than 120 cas-
es of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope 
and other Restoration 
NewsMedia newspapers. 
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like single-mothers strug-
gling to pay for childcare.

State Rep. James Gail-
liard, a Democrat who rep-
resents Nash County, voted 
against the bill. Gailliard 
has promised to comment 
on the bill later in the week. 

State Rep. Matthew 
Winslow, a Republican 
who represents Nash and 
Franklin counties, voted in 
favor of the legislation.

“While I do believe it was 
necessary to support our 
out-of-work citizens during 
the height of the pandemic, 
the grace period has to 
come to an end,” said Win-
slow. “Local businesses are 
struggling to hire employ-

ees so that they can best 
serve their customers. With 
the mask mandate removed 
and widespread vaccine 
availability to nearly every 
age group, there is simply 
no excuse for healthy, able-
bodied people to stay out of 
the workforce any longer. 
We must get North Carolin-
ians back to work and busi-
nesses fully open. A strong, 
vibrant economy benefits 
everyone in our state.”

Nearly half of all states 
— including South Caroli-
na, Tennessee and Georgia 
— have already dropped 
the extra federal unem-
ployment benefits. In July, 
Maryland will become the 
25th state to end its partici-
pation in the program.

The legislation seeks 
to end the extra $300 per 
week in federal unemploy-
ment benefits while also 
providing tax relief to 
businesses and individuals 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic as well as pro-
viding money to assist 
with child care costs. The 
bill doesn’t include bo-
nuses to incentivize unem-
ployed people to return to 
work, a proposal floated in 
other legislation. 

The National Federation 
of Independent Business 
supports ending the feder-
al unemployment supple-
ment. Without the bill, the 
extra $300 monthly pay-
ments were scheduled to 
end in September.   

continued from page 1A

Jobless: ‘Businesses are struggling to hire’

UNIDENTIFIED

A decade after bones found, woman’s identity remains mystery 

This forensic sketch shows the likely appearance of an 
unidentified woman found in the Charlotte woods in 2011. 
Contributed photo

An unidentified woman found in the Charlotte woods on 
March 17, 2011, was wearing this white Virginia Beach 
souvenir T-shirt accented with a pink flower.  
Contributed photo

These shooes were found with the body of an unidentified 
woman discovered in the Charlotte woods in 2011. 
Contributed photo                           
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Opinion

Carolinians 

remain fiscal 

conservatives
North Carolinians are closely divided when 

it comes to party preference. Our state has 
long been one of America’s key political battle-
grounds. But when it comes to managing the 
state’s finances, the conservatives in charge of 
the state legislature are in tune with prevailing 
public sentiment.

Those are among the findings of the John 
Locke Foundation’s most-recent Civitas Poll, 
taken in early May. Asked which parties’ candi-

dates they will likely support in congressional and legislative 
races next year, likely North Carolina voters split their picks 
almost evenly, with only a narrow, statistically insignificant 
advantage for the GOP. These same voters gave Gov. Roy Coo-
per a 10-point edge in job approval (53% to 43%), even as they 
diverged on President Joe Biden (49% disapproved, 48% ap-
proved).

When it comes to fiscal matters, however, North Carolina voters 
exhibit a more pronounced conservative lean. 

For example, the survey team asked respondents the fol-
lowing question: “Generally speaking, would you say you 
favor smaller government with fewer services and lower 
taxes OR larger government with higher taxes and more 
services?” Those favoring smaller government constituted 
57% of the sample, while advocates of larger government 
made up 33%.

Later in the poll, respondents were asked about the Taxpayer 
Bill of Rights, a proposed amendment to North Carolina’s con-
stitution that would “limit the growth of state spending to infla-
tion plus population growth, require yearly deposits in a savings 
reserve or unfunded-liability reserve, return excess revenue to 
taxpayers, and submit tax increases to a vote of the people.” Only 
22% said they were against TABOR, with 56% in favor and the 
rest unsure.

I think this amendment is a good idea, too. But it’s important to 
recognize that the Republican-led General Assembly has gener-
ally been following its provisions anyway, even though it’s under 
no legal obligation to do so.

That’s not an argument against placing a TABOR measure in 
the state constitution. Future legislatures may not be so respon-
sible. They may follow the practice of most legislatures before 
2010 — increasing inflation-adjusted, per-person spending by 
a rapid clip, and then raising taxes to cover deficits during eco-
nomic downturns.

So why point out that North Carolina is already complying 
with the provisions of TABOR? Because it challenges one of the 
arguments that progressive critics make against it, that keeping 
annual budget growth below a spending cap would create fiscal 
chaos and destroy core public services. We know it won’t, be-
cause it hasn’t.

By no means do the findings of this poll, or any other, sug-
gest North Carolinians are doctrinaire when it comes to tax and 
spending questions. They are more open to targeted tax incen-
tives for big corporations than free-market activists would like. 
And while they endorse fiscal conservatism in general, many vot-
ers would also say they favor higher spending on education and 
other programs.

These are not contradictions. They are tensions. All of us 
— even politicians! — are human beings. That means that 
we all have goals and desires that can be in tension with 
each other.

Many of us wish to lose weight, for example, and try to stick to 
a diet. Then someone offers us a wonderful treat and we make an 
exception “just this once” (but not really just once). Or we con-
struct a household budget that, if strictly adhered to, will allow us 
to take a long family vacation, buy a new house or increase our 
savings for retirement. And then we don’t adhere to it as strictly 
as we planned.

Because all of us share this quirk of human nature, we 
create institutions to limit the potential damage of yield-
ing to “exceptional” temptations. In state government, we 
divide power between a House and Senate. We give gover-
nors a veto. We divide executive authority among several 
officeholders, including a state auditor to scrutinize the 
budget. We require a vote of the people to issue general-
obligation debt.

Most North Carolinians favor adding another check against 
excessive spending: a Taxpayer Bill of Rights. They’re just being 
conservative. Good for them.

John Hood is a Carolina Journal columnist and author of the forth-
coming novel “Mountain Folk,” a historical fantasy set during the 
American revolution.

Seeing clearly yet? Me neither 
I remember 

every spring, my 
parents washed 
our house’s win-
dows as part of 
their seasonal 
cleaning. 

I haven’t fol-
lowed their 
pattern, but 

this spring, my husband John 
and I hired two men to do the 
job. It’s amazing how much 
clearer our windows look as a 
result. And how dirty the win-
dows had gotten after a few 
years.

As I think about now see-
ing clearly through our 
house’s windows, I remem-
ber the scripture from 1 
Corinthians 9-12, (Ampli-
fied Version): “For we know 
in part, and we prophecy 
in part (for our knowledge 
is fragmentary and incom-

plete.) But when that which 
is complete and perfect 
comes, that which is incom-
plete and partial will pass 
away.

“When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like 
a child; when I became a 
man, I did away with childish 
things.

“For now we see in a mir-
ror dimly (a blurred reflec-
tion, a riddle, an enigma), 
but then (when the time of 
reflection comes we will see 
reality) face to face. Now I 
know in part (just in frag-
ments), but then I will know 
fully, just as I have been 
known (by God).”

These verses cover a lot of 
territory. One point to remem-
ber is that the people in Jesus’ 
days on earth didn’t have glass 
mirrors like we have these 

days. Instead, they had highly 
polished metal. You can imag-
ine how dim the images were 
when seen through that kind 
of mirror.

Also think about how little 
you knew when you were 
a child. You believed in all 
sorts of things you know now 
aren’t true, like that a man 
could travel the world during 
one night, delivering Christ-
mas gifts. Similarly, we as hu-
mans only know the things of 
God dimly, incompletely. But 
one day we “will understand 
it all by and by,” as a hymn 
says.

So, we do not see clearly 
now — and we need to ap-
preciate that. But one day — 
not anytime soon, we will be 
“adults” who know it all!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 

Comfort means more than material wealth 
I had always 

wondered 
about people 
who, when 
asked if they 
would like 
a life differ-
ent from the 
one they had, 
would almost 

always say they just wanted to 
be comfortable. 

Once in a while, someone 
would explain how he or 
she wanted to be financially 
comfortable, but that com-
fort always involved a sports 
car, a boat and a house at 
the beach. I’m sure that is 
someone’s idea of comfort, 
but that would just cause me 
worry. 

I asked one guy about be-
ing comfortable and he said 
it meant he could have all the 
beer and pulled pork he could 
ever want. I suppose after a 
while, he might not be physi-
cally comfortable, but his car-
diologist would be financially 
comfortable. 

The woman down the 
street from me, when asked, 
told me she would be com-
fortable if I got off her porch 
because she didn’t invite the 
(expletive deleted) press on 
her (expletive deleted) porch 
and if I did not leave right 
that second, she was going 
to call the (expletive deleted) 
cops. 

While it seems that every-
one I spoke to wanted to be 
comfortable, their ideas of 
comfort seemed varied, to say 
the least. 

I wasn’t sure the folks I had 
asked understood the idea 
of comfort. For a lot of them, 
comfort tended to revolve 
around Things. The capitaliza-
tion of Things is deliberate. 
Things, with a capital T, are 
important. Actually, they are 
things, with a lowercase T, 
that people merely perceive as 
important. 

Health is important. 
Wealth, on the other hand, 

while important to some, is 
incidental to others. Now, 
don’t get me wrong. I am not 
necessarily saying a pauper 
has it better than a prince in 
all instances, but it does have 
its moments.

There is a guy I know 
who relates everything to 
how much money someone 
has. More than once, he has 
suggested I work where he 
works. I can make more 
money there than I do already. 
Sure, the hours are weird 
sometimes, but I would make 
more money than I know 
what to do with. 

This is also the guy who 
complains all the time when 
he is busy at work. I figure he 
has a lot of money because he 
doesn’t have the time to spend 
any of it. His job doesn’t sound 
so fun either. 

I took a quick inventory 
of my life not long ago. If 
that sounds like one of those 
goofy new catchphrases, 
it’s because that is exactly 
what it is. I don’t like tak-
ing inventory anywhere. It’s 
boring and repetitive. I used 
the catchphrase to sound 
current and timely and I 
get paid by the word, so the 
more verbose and longwind-
ed I am, the more money I 
make. 

Newspapers are not 
where you want to get rich. 
I am aware that sort of 
contradicted the previous 
paragraph, but I did that to 
make sure you were paying 
attention and not reading 
ahead. I heard one of the 
regular readers admitted to 

skimming the column most 
weeks, so I am writing this 
paragraph to single you out, 
Roger Terwilliger of Downers 
Grove, Illinois. 

I like to say I am comfort-
able. I have job security. I have 
a wonderful wife, two beauti-
ful daughters who are doing 
well for themselves and two 
grandsons who are fine young 
gentlemen. My wife and I have 
a little house with a little yard 
with a little garden. There are 
squirrels and rabbits and birds 
who visit us regularly. We 
have a close circle of friends 
who visit us, and we visit them 
as well. 

We have a few nice Things 
(with a capital T). We have 
one relatively newish car and 
one old truck. There is food on 
our table every day. While we 
have the occasional challenge, 
our health is OK. It’s not fan-
tastic, but we aren’t going any-
where anytime soon. We are a 
middle-aged couple who live 
with two cats. 

It’s quite simple, really. We 
don’t need sports cars or boats 
or houses at the beach. I do 
have this old armchair that I 
sit in to watch television. It’s 
kind of old and battered and 
the colors don’t match the rest 
of the room, but it’s got some-
thing that a lot of chairs don’t 
have. 

It’s comfortable.

Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-
timore, is a husband, father, 
pawnbroker and gun collector. 
From his home in New Bern, 
he writes on the lighter side of 
family life.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together. 

(Psalm 34:3)

PRAYER: Dear Father,  thank you for our spiritual brothers and sisters. 

Help us not to miss opportunities to share your love with others. Amen.

JOHN 
HOOD

DONNA 
CROWE

JOE 
WEAVER

There is a guy I know who relates everything 

to how much money someone has. More 

than once, he has suggested I work where 

he works. I can make more money there 

than I do already. Sure, the hours are weird 

sometimes, but I would make more money 

than I know what to do with. 
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Dennis Eugene Sherrod 
Jul 23, 1941 — May 29, 2021

SPRING HOPE  — Rev. Dennis Eugene Sher-
rod, 79, passed away May 29, 2021. He was born 
July 23, 1941 in Nash County to the late Dennis 
Randolph Sherrod and Reba Murray Sherrod. 
Dennis dearly loved his family and friends. He 
was ordained as a minister in November 1983 
and served God through his pastorate at Dildas 
Grove FWB Church for over 31 years. Dennis 
was a faithful servant of God and held steadfast 
in his faith. In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his sister, Jean Collie.

Dennis leaves to cherish his memory, his wife 
of 61 years, Faye Greene Sherrod; daughters, 
Deborah Brantley (Bill) and Bridget Sherrod; 
grandchildren, William Brantley Jr. (Ashley), 
Patrick Renfro (Jessica), Jennifer Hammond 
(John) and Megan Miller (Kyle); great grandchil-
dren, Abigail, Jewels, Isla, Lucas, Ezra, Noah, 
Lyla, Lawson, Granger and Archer; sisters, Joyce 
Green (Billy) and JoAnn Lamm (Barry); brother-
in-law, George Collie.

A funeral service will be held at 2:00PM on Fri-
day, June 4, 2021 at Cornerstone Funeral Home 
with Rev. Bill Brantley and Rev. Frank Cockrell 
officiating. The visitation will begin at 12:30PM 
at the funeral home. Burial will follow the service 
in Free Union Free Will Baptist Church Cem-
etery. 

Cornerstone Funeral Home is honored to be 
caring for the Sherrod family and words of com-
fort may be shared at www.cornerstonefuneral-
homeandcremations.com Cornerstone Funeral 
Home 1052 South First Street, Nashville, NC 
27856.

James “Ronnie” Swann 
Aug 7, 1945 — Jun 5, 2021

SPRING HOPE  — James “Ronnie” Swann
James “Ronnie” Swann, 75, passed away Sat-

urday, June 5, 2021. He was born August 7, 1945 
in LaGrange, GA to the late Mitchell Ray and 
Mary Reaves Swann. He loved his family, cook-
ing, flying planes, raising horses, and teaching 
his grandson how to fish. Ronnie was a lifelong 
Auburn University fan. In addition to his parents 
he was preceded in death by his wife Danya 
Fuller Swann; a sister Sandra Douglas.

He leaves to cherish his memory his fiancée 
Deborah Bradley; daughter Shanna Swann 
Roberts (Lyn); sister Jennifer Chandler (Philip); 
grandchild Fuller Reese Roberts and fiancée Mia 
Maldonado.

A memorial service will be held Tuesday, June 
8, 2021 at 7:00PM in the Chapel of Cornerstone 
Funeral Home with Philip Chandler officiating.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to 
NC State Equine Center, 1052 William Moore 
Drive, Raleigh, NC. 27607 , in Ronnie’s memory.

 Cornerstone Funeral Home is honored to be 
caring for the Swann family and words of com-
fort may be shared at www.cornerstonefuneral-
homeandcremations.com Cornerstone Funeral 
Home 1052 South First Street, Nashville, NC 
27856.
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Plate sale fundraiser 
scheduled

WENDELL — GrillBillies BBQ, 
36 N. Pine St., will sell barbecue 
plates from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, June 12, to raise money for the 
East Wake Education Foundation 
in its third annual BBQ for the Kids 
fundraiser. 

A $10 plate includes meat, two 
sides, a roll and water and can be 
bought in advance at http://bit.ly/
EWEFBBQ.

Church plans gospel 
music concert

ROCKY MOUNT — Barnes Hill 
Free Will Baptist Church, 5592 
West Mount Drive, will feature 
Highway Revival in concert at 7 
p.m. Saturday, June 12. 

Public hearing set for 
Sharpsburg town budget

SHARPSBURG — The Sharps-
burg Board of Commissioners has 
scheduled a public hearing on the 
town’s 2021-22 proposed budget 
for 5 p.m. Tuesday, June 15, in the 
conference room at Town Hall, 110 
W. Railroad St.

The hearing will include time 

reserved for public comments. 
Anyone wishing to comment on the 
$6,552,082 budget who is unable 
to attend the meeting can provide 
written remarks to Town Clerk Tra-
cy Sullivan at least 48 hours before 
the meeting. The budget is avail-
able for inspection at Town Hall 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays.

For more information, call 
Sharpsburg Town Hall at 252-446-
9441 or email tracy.clerk@sharps-
burgnc.com.

Amateur radio field 
day slated

ROLESVILLE — Ham radio op-
erators from the Franklin Country 
Amateur Radio Club will partici-
pate in the American Radio Relay 
League’s national Field Day ex-
ercise from 2 p.m. Saturday, June 
26, to 3:59 p.m. Sunday, June 27. 
Members will be stationed at 12225 
Louisburg Road at the corner of 
N.C. 401 and Moore’s Pond Road.

ARRL Field Day is an annual am-
ateur radio activity organized since 
1933 by the national association for 
amateur radio in the United States. 
Learn more at www.arrl.org/Field-
Day. For more information on the 
Franklin County club, visit www.
fcarc.net.

Meal program seeks 
volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Se-
nior Services is seeking volunteers 
for the agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring Hope, Bai-
ley and the West Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nutri-
tious lunchtime meal for seniors on 
10 routes within Nash County. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
underlying medical conditions, sev-
eral volunteers have been unable to 
participate. Organizers are seeking 
adults without chronic health con-
ditions and COVID-19 risk factors 
who are available from 9:30-11 a.m. 
at least one weekday each week to 
deliver meals. Depending on the 
route, meal deliveries take roughly 
half an hour to an hour.

Prospective volunteers or people 
with questions can call Senior Ser-
vices Coordinator Wendy Perry at 
252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings 
are published as a public service 
of The Enterprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday for each 
Wednesday’s edition. Email listings 
to cfriedman@wilsontimes.com 
with “Community Calendar” in the 
subject line. 

Bear killed, cow saved: All in a day’s work
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeneterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

A Nash County deputy 
responded to two animal-
involved incidents in one day 
last week, one of which end-
ed in a black bear’s death.

Deputy T. Mooring ar-
rived at a scene June 1 to 
find a calf running wild 
near Old Carriage Road 
between Nashville and 

Rocky Mount. Mooring 
and another deputy were 
able to wrangle the calf 
and safely return it to its 
pasture, said Chief Depu-
ty Brandon Medina.

Earlier in the day, Moor-
ing and Sgt. Stan Ricks 
responded to a call of an 
animal being struck by a 
vehicle on U.S. 64 near 
Old Carriage Road.

The bear, which depu-
ties estimated to be about 

2 years old, was dead 
when deputies arrived.

Deputies said they hoped 
for a rescue operation in-
stead of a tragic ending.

“I wish we had a suc-
cessful survival story for 
this one,” Ricks said. “I 
love animals in general, 
but bears fascinate me. 
Most black bears are 
scared of people. They 
only attack in defense.”

Medina said the sher-

iff’s office has responded 
to bear calls only twice in 
half a dozen years.

About a year and a half 
ago, a vehicle struck and 
killed a black bear be-
tween Stoney Creek and 
Nash UNC Health Care.

As far as a motive for 
the bear’s presence on the 
highway, Ricks said bears 
usually are either looking 
for food or for a breeding 
ground. 

A deputy with the Nash County Sheriff’s Office 
corrals a lost calf on June 1. Contributed photo

A vehicle struck and killed this young black bear on U.S. 64 in Nash 
County on June 1. Contributed photo

Town water woes continue
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — For 
the second time in as 
many weeks, many town 
residents experienced low 
or no water pressure for 
several days.

Town officials and Envi-
rolink employees worked 
through Memorial Day 
weekend to fix the prob-
lem. The most affected ar-

eas were homes along the 
streets of Warren, Webbs 
Mills, West Main, Mont-
gomery, Virginia, Circle, 
Thornberry and May 
streets, according to infor-
mation from town staff.

Low pressure also af-
fected other areas, but the 
town didn’t issue a boil 
water advisory as the in-
tegrity of the town water 
system wasn’t jeopar-
dized, said Town Manager 
Jae Kim.

The entire town lost 
water in mid-May with 
a pipe break along East 
Nash Street, which forced 
the town to shut off the 
water supply while repairs 
were made. Residents 
were asked to boil their 
tap water for a couple of 
days until tests confirmed 
the absence of coliform 
bacteria.

Kim said the water line 
had broken due to wear 
and tear. 

Water gushes at least 25 feet into the air as Spring Hope Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, left, 
oversees Envirolink water pipe repairs along East Nash Street on May 29. Lindell J. Kay | 
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Teen shot dead 
at graduation 
party
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — 
City police are investigat-
ing a weekend shooting 
at a high school gradua-
tion party that left a teen-
ager dead.

At 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 
officers responded to 
a shooting with injury 
call on the 1800 block of 
Windsor Drive, said Cpl. 
Ricky Jackson, public 
information officer for 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department.

“When officers arrived, 
they located a 17-year-
old male and 19-year-old 
male who both sustained 

gunshot wounds and 
were transported to 
Nash UNC Health Care,” 
Jackson said. “The 
19-year-old victim was 
pronounced deceased 
at the hospital. The 
17-year-old victim is cur-
rently at Vidant Medical 
Center in Greenville. His 
condition is unknown at 
this time.”

Police didn’t identify 
either victim.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the shooting 
can call the Rocky Mount 
Police Department at 
252-972-1411 or Twin 
County Crime Stoppers 
at 252-977-1111. 

New Highway Patrol commander takes office
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

RALEIGH — The N.C. State 
Highway Patrol held a swearing-in 
ceremony Friday for Col. Freddy L. 
Johnson Jr., the 28th commander in 
the agency’s 92-year history.

Nash County Sheriff Keith Stone, 
a retired state trooper who attended 
the event, congratulated Johnson.

“I applaud our governor from 
Nash County for such an exceptional 
choice from the well-qualified group 
of senior command staff of the State 
Highway Patrol to select from,” 
Stone said. “The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office looks forward to continu-
ing the close working relationship we 
have with the members of the North 
Carolina State Highway Patrol.”

Attended by Gov. Roy Cooper and 
Public Safety Secretary Erik Hooks, 
the celebration took place at the 
N.C. State Capitol Building.

James F. Ammons Jr., senior resi-
dent Superior Court judge for the 
12th Judicial District, administered 
Johnson’s oath of office.

“I believe there is no better time to 

undertake this challenge of leading 
a law enforcement agency. We have 
an opportunity to help build trust and 
provide a greater level of accountabil-
ity, all while continuing to showcase 
the noble work law enforcement offi-
cers accomplish every day,” Johnson 
said. “My approach to accomplishing 
this will be by building our communi-
ties up one interaction at a time. Each 
time we encounter a member of our 
community, we have the opportunity 
to build trust, confidence and, in turn, 

help to recruit future quality law en-
forcement officers.”

Johnson officially assumed the 
role of patrol commander in April 
after an appointment by Cooper, ac-
cording to information provided by 
1st Sgt. Chris Knox, spokesman for 
the N.C. State Highway Patrol.

Johnson leads more than 2,100 
women and men of the State High-
way Patrol. They all share a primary 
mission to reduce collisions and 
make the highways of North Caro-
lina as safe as possible.

A Fayetteville native, Johnson began 
his service as a state trooper in 1996 
and served the majority of his career 
in Robeson and Cumberland counties. 
He was promoted to the rank of cap-
tain in 2013 and major in 2017.

Johnson is a graduate of Fayetteville 
State University, the FBI National 
Academy program and the Adminis-
trative Officer Management Program 
at N.C. State University. Johnson has 
received numerous awards, including 
the N.C. Governor Highway Safety 
Program’s 2016 State Law Enforce-
ment Partner of the Year and the 
North Carolina Association of Fire 
Chief ’s 2016 Fire Officer of the Year.  

Nash County Sheriff Keith Stone is 
pictured with Col. Freddy L. Johnson 
Jr., the 28th commander of the N.C. 
State Highway Patrol. Contributed photo

Sheriff: Attempted 
murder suspect held 
man’s head underwater
The Wake Weekly 

ZEBULON — A Louisburg man was 
arrested on attempted murder charges 
Friday after deputies accused him of 
attacking another man and holding his 
head underwater during a fishing trip.

The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office 
said investigators responded to the in-
cident early Friday morning in the 5000 
block of Pearces Road, an area with 
several streams and ponds about five 
miles north of Zebulon.

Michael Halston Fitzpatrick, 28, was 
charged with attempted second-degree 
murder, assault by strangulation and 
assault with a deadly weapon, accord-
ing to a press release.

Deputies said Fitzpatrick was fishing 
with several friends at a 
pond near Pearces Road. 
According to the press 
release, Fitzpatrick alleg-
edly struck the victim on 
the back of the head with 
a beer bottle and then held 
the man’s head underwater 
in the pond.

Fitzpatrick, of Ransdell Lane, Louis-
burg, was placed in the Franklin Coun-
ty Detention Center in Louisburg under 
a $500,000 secured bond.

Deputies are still investigating and 
didn’t give a motive or release other in-
formation, including the victim’s name 
and condition. 

Fitzpatrick

Edwards named to state 
GOP elections panel
From staff reports 

Nash County Republi-
can Party Chairman Mark 
Edwards will serve on the 
N.C.Republican Party’s 
new Election Integrity 
Committee, party officials 
announced Friday. 

The 16-member com-
mittee will engage with 
state and county elections 
boards, recruit poll ob-
servers and volunteers, 
recommend changes to 
state laws and administra-
tive rules and refine the 
state GOP’s operational 
plan for election integrity, 
according to a news re-
lease. 

“Election integrity is an 
issue we must address 
head-on to move forward 
as a party and as a coun-
try,” NCGOP Chairman 
Michael Whatley said 
in the release. “In 2020, 
the North Carolina Re-
publican Party led the 
nation in implementing 
an effective statewide 
strategy to protect the 
vote. This committee will 

spend the next year and a 
half building on our past 

successes to 
ensure the 
2022 elec-
tions in North 
Carolina re-
main fair and 
transparent.”

Edwards is 
an attorney 
at Fields & 
Cooper in 
Nashville 
specializing 
in elder law. 
He’s a board 
member for 
Tri-County 
Industries Inc. 

and the Boys & Girls Club 
of Nash and Edgecombe 
Counties and previously 
served on the Spring Hope 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Nashville Business 
Council, Nashville Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Nashville Area Habitat for 
Humanity boards of direc-
tors.

Buck Newton, a lawyer 
and former state senator, 
will chair the Election In-

tegrity Committee. 
Newton served in the 

N.C. Senate for three 
terms, representing 
Senate District 11 from 
2011-16. He was the 
Republican nominee for 
state attorney general 
in 2016, losing to Demo-
cratic nominee Josh Stein 
by fewer than 25,000 
votes in a contest that 
saw more than 5 million 
ballots cast. He’s also a 
partner in the Law Of-
fices of Newton & Lee, a 
downtown Wilson firm. 

Other committee mem-
bers are Phil Strach, 
Carl Mischka, Kiernan 
Shanahan, Nathan Miller, 
Peter O’Connell, Jerol 
Kivett, Deanne Brown, 
Phillip Stephens, Terrell 
Stephens, Merry Guy, 
Melisa Taylor, Fred Galey, 
Wes Jones and Harold Eu-
stache.

Party officials said the 
committee will start work 
after the GOP state con-
vention, which was held 
Thursday through Sunday 
in Greenville.  

Newton

Edwards

36% of Nash residents vaccinated
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — More than 36% of 
Nash County residents have been vac-
cinated against the novel coronavirus, 
according to public health officials.

The number of county residents fully 
vaccinated had reached 34,454, or 36.5%, 
as of last week. 

Residents continue to contract the 
disease. Officials reported 20 new 
cases for the week ending May 29, and 
as of early last week, the county had 

charted 11,330 cases and 192 deaths, 
since the pandemic began, according 
to information provided by Jerome 
Garner, public health education spe-
cialist and public information officer 
for the Nash County Health Depart-
ment.

Eight patents were hospitalizated at 
Nash UNC Health Care with a COVID-19 
diagnosis as of June 1. 

For vaccination information, visit www.
nashcountync.gov/731/COVID-19-Infor-
mation.  

Spring Hope woman wins 
$320,000 scratch-off prize
For The Enterprise

Deborah Moody of 
Spring Hope couldn’t be-
lieve her luck when her 
Fast Play ticket won her a 
$320,788 jackpot.

“It was great,” she said. 
“And I was happy.”

Moody purchased her 
winning $10 50X the Cash 
ticket from the Shop N 
Save on North Pine Street 
in Spring Hope.

The odds of winning a 
Fast Play jackpot are 1 
in 240,000. Moody’s win 
marks the first jackpot 

win for a 50X the Cash 
ticket since its launch in 
April. A $10 ticket receives 
the full jackpot amount.

Moody claimed her 
prize May 28 at North Car-
olina Education Lottery 
headquarters in Raleigh. 
After required federal and 
state tax withholdings, she 
took home $226,960.

Fast Play’s rolling, pro-
gressive jackpot increases 
with every ticket sold until 
it is won.

Printed on each Fast 
Play ticket is the amount 
of the jackpot when the 

ticket is sold and how 
much of that jackpot the 
ticket could win. Players 
can also win instant cash 
prizes on their Fast Play 
tickets.

Ticket sales from games 
like Fast Play make it 
possible for the lottery 
to raise more than $725 
million per year for educa-
tion. For details on how 
$4.8 million raised by the 
lottery made a difference 
in Nash County last year, 
visit www.nclottery.com 
and click on the “Impact” 
section. 

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use The Enterprise as a tablecloth
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VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Infusing herbs in the victory garden 
In case 

I haven’t 
mentioned 
it lately, 
I’m a 
huge fan 
of thrift 
stores. 
Some of 
my favor-

ite things in my house and 
garden have come to me 
secondhand.

Since I have shopped in 
consignment stores their 
whole lives, my children 
and grandchildren don’t 
mind thrifting with me. 
Each child has an unusual 
affection for certain items. 
My grandson has found 
a love of “fancy” glasses, 
and we often bring home 
mismatched goblets and 
delicate wine glasses so 
we can drink our “fancy” 
drinks out of them. We call 
him a “mixologist,” but he 
only makes non-alcoholic 
beverages. 

My grandson is 10 and 
knows that he can talk me 
into buying him almost 
anything. Fortunately, the 
“fancy” glasses he likes 
at the thrift stores are 
usually really cheap. One 
thing he likes to do is mix 
up drinks in the fancy 
glasses.

I came home to one of 
his mixing sessions and I 
was served a bright yellow 
drink in a tall, skinny wine 
glass. He was overly eager 
for me to try the drink, 
but would not give me a 
clue as to what was in it. I 
was expecting a lemon or 
pineapple-flavored drink 
based on the color. 

I sipped hesitantly 
and got ... no flavor. He 
laughed and laughed.  

He had served me water 
with yellow food coloring; 
every person got his or her 
own individual color. Mine 
looked like urine. I’m not 
sure if he was laughing be-

cause it looked like I was 
drinking pee, or if he was 
just proud of his creations.

In case you don’t have a 
mixologist, it’s easy to liv-
en up your everyday cui-
sine and drinks by turning 
to our victory gardens 
for a solution! Grab a few 
herbs and flowers and try 
some of these simple, yet 
delicious combinations to 
add some variety to your 
diet. The benefits of herbs 
range from making our 
food taste great to improv-
ing our health.

There are some adjust-
ments to make between 
using dried or fresh herbs. 
When I have an abun-
dance of herbs (especially 
lavender), I like to dry 
some to keep on hand. 
Dried herbs are ideal if 
you plan on long-term 
storage or gift-giving. In 
this form, herbs retain 
usefulness and flavor for a 
longer period of time.

Also, keep in mind that 
dried herbs are more 
concentrated than fresh 
herbs. As you infuse, ad-
just and taste-test along 
the way to avoid overly 
pungent flavors.

Fresh herbs are ideal for 
infusions that are immedi-
ately consumed.

Sprinkling herbs into 
our drinking water is the 
simplest way to start infus-
ing. Also, those who have a 
hard time staying hydrated 
may find these water fla-
vors an easy and enjoyable 
way to get more water!

Mint, Basil, 
Cucumber and 
Lime Water

This tasty combination 
of herbs is anti-inflamma-
tory and great for diges-
tion! If you’re looking 
to boost your digestion 
before a meal, or just have 

a delightful drink, this rec-
ipe is one of my favorites: 

• 1 cup of water. 
• 1-2 basil leaves (or 1 

teaspoon of dried basil).
• 3-4 mint leaves (or 2 

teaspoon of dried mint).
• 1 tablespoon fresh 

lime or lemon juice.
• 3 slices of cucumber 

(peeled).
Add in these ingredients 

to your flat or sparkling 
water for a summery, fresh 
twist. To get the most fla-
vor from your mint and 
basil, you can use a mortar 
and pestle to slightly crush 
them. I just put them in my 
hands and “clap” them, 
which works great, too. 
(To turn this recipe into an 
adult fusion, add in 1 1/2 
ounces of vodka!)

Lavender and 
Lemon Water

A sip of this citrus, floral 
water will detoxify your 
gut and improve digestion. 
This is a great choice for 
those who enjoy the bal-
ance of sweet and sour. To 
try it, use these measure-
ments: 

• 1 cup water.
• 1 tablespoon fresh 

lemon juice.
• 1 tablespoon dried 

lavender or 2 sprigs fresh 
lavender. 

•  Optional: Add 2 
tablespoons of honey to 
sweeten. 

This infusion is ideal 
for a soothing, nighttime 
glass of water. 

You can also double the 
recipe and add in 1 cup 
of fresh lemon juice and 
1 cup of sugar to create a 
full-on lavender lemon-
ade! (Adjust the water to 
your taste.)

 Rosemary and 
Peach Water

• 1 cup water (flat or 

sparkling).
• 1 sprig of fresh rose-

mary.
• 3 slices of fresh peach 

(frozen peaches will work 
as well).

This is an earthy drink 
that is perfect anytime!

Mint and 
Watermelon-
Celery Water

• 1 cup water (flat or 
sparkling).

• 2-3 leaves of fresh 
mint.

• 3 cubes of water-
melon.

• 1 celery stick.
I love to drink this com-

bo after a workout. It has 
a crisp flavor with a hint of 
sweetness.

The combination of 
herbs, fruit and vegetables 
is truly unlimited (I don’t 
recommend broccoli, but 
if it’s your favorite, you 
may love it infused in your 
water).

Pull out your fancy 
glasses or mason jars or 
just some mismatched 
cups and mix up a unique 
combination that you can 
claim as your signature 
drink. The weather is per-
fect for iced drinks — add 
in some family and friends 
and it becomes a festive 
(yet easy) way to dress up 
ice water.

Don’t forget: the Spring 
Hope Garden Club is host-
ing a Fourth of July Chil-
dren’s Parade. The club’s 
next meeting is June 17 at 
the Spaulding Center. The 
meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. and all are welcomed 
and encouraged to come.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

SANDY CROSS NEWS

Churches plan 
revival, vacation 
Bible school 

King-
dom In-
ternation-
al Church 
opened 
Sunday’s 
service 
with 
prayer 
and of-

fering. The worship team 
led in several selections 
followed by the morn-
ing message from Pastor 
Daniel Moss.

At Christian Fellow-
ship Church, Robert 
Hall was baptized on 
May 26. Fusion Youth 
enjoyed the devotional 
message from Carlos Bi-
gler on May 26 entitled 
“Are You Ready?” On 
Sunday, the congrega-
tion received the latest 
installment in the mes-
sage series “Doorways 
to Destiny.” The church 
will host a revival June 
27-30 with speakers 
Pastor Daniel Parker, 
Donnie Rabon and 
Michael Bacon. Stay 
tuned to this column for 
service times and more 
information closer to 
those dates.  

Pastor Eric Packard 
brought the morning 
message at Sandy Cross 
United Methodist Church 
on Sunday. The church 
will host vacation Bible 
school July 16-18. Stay 
tuned to this column for 
updates starting the end 
of June.  

Bible verse of the week 
is Psalm 48:1-2, “Great is 
Adonai and greatly to be 
praised, in the city of our 

God, his holy mountain, 
beautiful in its elevation, 
the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Tziyon, in the 
far north, the city of the 
great king.”

The quote of the week 
is a Jewish proverb: 
“Talking comes by 
nature, silence by wis-
dom.” 

Happy summer to stu-
dents and teachers!

Recipe of the week is 
one I use with my Crock 
Pot that’s become a 
favorite of my family. 
Spray the inside of a 
slow cooker with cook-
ing spray. Cut up one 
whole chicken and place 
pieces in the slow cooker. 
Sprinkle liberally with 
McCormick Grill Mates 
Brown Sugar Bourbon 
Marinade Mix (Food 
Lion has this). Cover 
and cook on high for 5-6 
hours. It is really good 
served with broccoli and 
baked potato.

Send your Sandy 
Cross summer happen-
ings to emilysillsnews@
aol.com.   

Emily Sills writes a weekly 
column on happenings in 
the Sandy Cross commu-
nity. Email her at emily-
sillsnews@aol.com. 

EMILY 
SILLS

Send your Sandy 

Cross summer 

happenings to 

emilysillsnews@

aol.com.   

100-mile yard sale returns this month 
By Janelle Clevinger
Special to The Enterprise 

The 301 Endless Yard Sale is 
coming back this year after a 
COVID-19 break in 2020.

On Friday, June 18, and Sat-
urday, June 19, more than 100 
miles of U.S. 301 will be filled 
with vendors and shoppers. The 
yard sale spans Halifax, Nash, 
Wilson, Johnston and Harnett 
counties. 

Hours vary by vendor, but 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day is typical.

“Historically, the 301 Endless 
Yard Sale attracts people from 
all over the country and as far 
away as Canada,” said Ashby 
Brame, director of marketing 
for the Johnston County Visitors 
Bureau. “If the sale had hap-

pened last year, then this year 
would mark year 10 … a decade 
of deals, unique finds, treasures 
and more.”

Whether people are looking 
for something very specific or 
they’re just looking for an Ameri-
cana road trip full of vintage 
shopping, local restaurants and 
interesting attractions, organiz-
ers say the 301 Endless Yard Sale 
has something for everyone.

Shoppers who are new to the 
sale can visit www.facebook.
com/301EndlessYardSale/ and like 
or follow the page for updates. 

Shoppers are urged to remain 
vigilant and cautious while 
shopping the route.

“Please keep your eyes on 
the road; if you want to look at 
an item or booth, please park 

and then proceed to explore,” 
Brame cautioned participants, 
“Highway 301 is a two-lane 
road in most places, so be care-
ful of posted speed limits (and) 
pedestrians, and please pull 
fully off the roadway to park.”

“Due to the unique circum-
stances of this year’s sale, we 
have some regular vendors 
who aren’t participating and 
some new vendors coming on 
board. So, we ask shoppers to 
stay tuned to the website vendor 
maps for each county if they’re 
looking for places to shop.” 
Brame added. “We appreciate 
everyone who has made this 
event a success for nearly 10 
years now, and we’re excited 
to be having the sale again in 
2021.”

This story first appeared in 
Wide Awake Wilson, The Wilson 

Times’ monthly event and enter-
tainment guide.   

Vendors set up shop along U.S. 301 for the 301 Endless Yard Sale in 
2019. The event returns this year after the COVID-19 pandemic canceled 
the 100-mile yard sale in 2020. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 
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Bailey to run, hoop at William Peace
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7808

Blessed with an array of athletic 
talents, Southern Nash High se-
nior Darrin Bailey is happy to not 
have to take them too far away for 
his next endeavor. The Firebirds’ 
four-sport athlete will narrow his 
focus, somewhat, to track and 
field and cross-country after sign-
ing with NCAA Division III Wil-
liam Peace University recently.

While Bailey didn’t get any 
other offers, he will also have a 
chance to try out for the Pacers 
basketball team. In all, he said 
that William Peace felt like the 
right move for him.

“It was my only opportunity, 
but it was close to home, I decid-
ed to stay home and be close to 
my family,” said Bailey, who will 
get a significant amount of aca-
demic money. Division III schools 
do not give athletic scholarships. 
Bailey said his cousin and for-
mer Southern Nash teammate 
Chris Allen, who just finished his 
freshman year at William Peace, 
helped convince him it was the 
right place for him, too.

“He told me it was a great 
opportunity to go to a private 
school right there in Raleigh, so 
I’m pretty blessed that it’s this 

close,” Bailey said. “They gave 
me an opportunity to run there, 
so I’m going to take full of ad-
vantage of this opportunity.”

The son of Amanda Brown 
of Zebulon and Darin Bailey of 
Bailey said he was undecided on 
business and finance or trade.

Bailey, who ran cross-country 
and played football and basket-

ball at Southern Nash this year, 
leads the Firebirds in both the 
800- and 1,600-meter runs and 
has posted the best high jump in 
the 3-A Big East Conference. He 
also anchors Southern Nash’s 
4x800 relay.

Firebirds head coach Sterling 
Leonard said he told former WPU 
coach B.T. Pham about Bailey 

when Pham was recruiting a pair 
of 2020 seniors who ultimately 
didn’t sign with William Peace.

“The guys that had opportuni-
ties to go to college, he always 
compared to them,” Leonard 
said. “The difference between 
Darrin is what he does vertically 
as an athlete. You take track out 
of it, he can dunk a basketball. 
I mean, the things that he does. 
What I always told him was, 

‘You’ll never run against a guy 
that’s more athletic than you 
and if you train like them, you 
have a chance.’ And he bought 
into it.”

Bailey played football for the 
for first time this season and 
didn’t run track until his sopho-
more season. That means this is 
just his second season since the 
2020 campaign ended after two 
meets due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. That Bailey is emerging 
as a dual qualifier for the North 
Carolina High School Athletic 
Association championship comes 
as no surprise to Leonard.

“He’s just so rare in that catego-
ry of guys I’ve had and have been 
around that can’t do what Darrin 
can do,” he said, while adding: “I 
think he’ll be a better college run-
ner than he was in high school.”

Bailey said he will definitely 
run the 800 in college but wasn’t 
sure if he would try the 400 or the 
1,600. He is, however, sure that 
track is the path for him, even 
though he still loves basketball.

“It’s not been my top-tier fa-
vorite because basketball is my 
favorite sport, but track is right 
there behind it,” he said. “I’m 
good at it and everybody knows 
how I’m good at it, so I pretty 
much like where I’m at right 
now.”  

Southern Nash High senior Darrin Bailey, front right, recently signed to 
run track and play basketball at William Peace University. Witnessing 
the signing are, clockwise from bottom right, cousin Bailey Lucas, 
grandmother Edith Bailey, Firebirds basketball coach and athletic 
director Robbie Kennedy, Southern Nash principal Hugh Scott, track 
assistant coach Buddy Williams and track head coach Sterling Leonard. 
Contributed photo

Firebirds a seamless addition to tourney field  
Al-

though the 
3-A Big 
East Con-
ference as 
we know 
it is break-
ing up as 
a result 
of North 

Carolina High School Ath-
letic Association realign-
ment, the Wilson County 
triumvirate of Hunt, Fike 
and 2-A Beddingfield are 
making the effort to hang 
onto a key component of 
that relationship.

Despite losing the in-
conference border battles 
with Rocky Mount, North-
ern Nash and Southern 
Nash, the Firebirds will 
now be mainstays in one 
of the highlights of the 
area sports calendar.

And it makes perfect 
sense all around.

Starting with the 2021-
22 season, the Farris 
& Farris Holiday Tour-
nament will welcome 
Southern Nash as the 
out-of-county guest in 
the three-day event as 
the restrictions caused 
by COVID-19 ostensibly 
lessen and we get back to 
full gyms over the holiday 
period. The tournament 
was one of many casual-
ties during the pandemic-
stricken season of 2020-
21.

The Firebirds will re-
place Smithfield-Selma, 
which isn’t being removed 
from the field for some 
nefarious reason. Just 
as much as realignment 
ripped Southern Nash 
away from conference bat-
tles with Fike and Hunt, 
the periodic reshuffling of 
the deck chairs brought 
SSS into the 3-A Greater 
Neuse with the Warriors 

and Golden Demons.
Therefore, all parties 

involved had no desire to 
play an extra contest over 
the holidays in addition to 
the seasonal home-and-
home affair that confer-
ence play brings.

The Firebirds, on the 
other hand? As soon as 
realignment was finalized, 
Southern Nash athletic 
director Robbie Kennedy 
— also the boys basketball 
coach for the Firebirds — 
was on the phone attempt-
ing to preserve nonconfer-
ence scheduling partners. 
He was successful keep-
ing the Demons on the 
pre-league dance card.

Hunt? Not so much. But, 
the FFHT might well take 
care of that.

“As soon as the confer-
ences were finalized, I 
reached out,” Kennedy 
said. “I’ve always liked 
y’all’s Christmas tourna-
ment, and the paper does 
a good job of publiciz-
ing it. It’s always good 
crowds. Us and Hunt and 
us and Fike have had 
some really good rivalry 
basketball games. It was a 
win-win. We were looking 
somewhere to play be-
cause we’ve got 14 confer-
ence games. But the way 
the schedule is, it’s hard to 
get nonconference games. 
Really, after Christmas, 
if you can pick up two or 
three during the Christ-
mas break — and I like 
the fact that it’s close. You 
only have to drive like 20 
minutes to get there.”

When the tournament 
resumes its rotation in 
December, the venue 
should shift to Fike after 
Hunt hosted the proceed-
ings in 2019. That should 
send Hunt up against 
Beddingfield in the boys 

and girls semifinals, while 
the Demons take on the 
Firebirds in their tourney 
debut.

During Smithfield-Sel-
ma’s seven-year run in the 
tournament, the Spartans 
didn’t win a champion-
ship, keeping the dubious 
streak for non-Wilson 
County teams at 27 years 
for boys programs and 
26 for girls. Charles B. 
Aycock was the last team 
in both divisions to win 
championships from out-
side Wilson County.

But titles aside, the 
FFHT is notorious for 
filling gyms to capacity 
— particularly on champi-
onship night. Fearless up-
scale fashion statements 
— hello, sport coat — can 
dot the crowd.

That reuniting of fans 
in close quarters will be 
music to the competing 
schools’ coffers. As is 
tradition, Hunt, Fike and 
Beddingfield will split the 
gate receipts equally after 
the Firebirds secure their 
financial guarantee.

“We travel well,” Kenne-
dy said. “Hopefully we can 
compete, boys and girls, 
and we’ll definitely bring a 
crowd with us!”

Incidentally, the Fire-
birds aren’t bidding fare-
well to the Big East name. 
Rather, they will take it 
into their new home in a 
split 2-A/3-A conference 
when they join Franklin-
ton, Rocky Mount and 
Northern Nash as 3-A 
programs in the new 
conference. Bunn, Lou-
isburg, Nash Central and 
Roanoke Rapids make up 
the 2-A contingent in the 
eight-team league.

“Southern Nash, they’re 
a first-class school and 
first-class people,” Wilson 

County Schools athletic di-
rector Jimmy Tillman said. 
“We’re just glad to have 
them. ... Getting them in 
the Christmas tournament 
was a big thing for us.”

Will Southern Nash 
break through and win a 
holiday tournament cham-
pionship as a team from 

outside Wilson County? 
It’s certainly possible, 
given the random and of-
ten unpredictable nature 
of the two-day event.

However, barring a re-
union in a conference one 
day in the future, this is 
that neighbor-from-next-
door relationship that 

has the potential to last a 
good, long while and be 
beneficial for all involved.

Jimmy Lewis is assistant 
sports editor of The Wilson 
Times, a sister publication 
of The Enterprise. Reach 
him at 252-265-7807 and 
jlewis@wilsontimes.com. 

Southern Nash’s Darrin Bailey (1) shoots over Lamont Batts of Fike during a Feb. 5 game 
at Fike. The Firebirds are the newest addition to the Farris & Farris Holiday Tournament, 
rekindling some of the relationship with Wilson County programs torn apart by NCHSAA 
realignment. Jimmy Lewis | Restoration NewsMedia 

JIMMY 
LEWIS

Firebirds beat Falcons, Warriors in tri-match
From staff reports 

PIKEVILLE — Southern Nash won 
three of the contested five matches 
against host C.B. Aycock and the Fire-
birds pulled out a 33-31 victory in a June 
2 tri-match.

Both the Firebirds and Golden Falcons 
defeated Hunt.

Aycock won the first four matches, 
including Kevin Dickenson’s 13-3 ma-

jor decision over Luis Arellano at 145 
pounds. The tide turned, however, when 
the Firebirds’ Nathaniel Palacios pinned 
Keegan Hudson in 33 seconds, starting 
a run of five straight wins by Southern 
Nash.

Noah Cauble pulled out a 4-3 decision 
over CBA’s Dawson Sauls at 170 pounds 
and Luke Coble pinned the Falcons’ 
Chance Sauls in 1:49 at 182 pounds.

Turner Bass stopped the bleeding for 

the Falcons with a 2-1 decision over 
Southern Nash’s Trondrayl Newsome at 
220 pounds, but the three points weren’t 
enough to overcome the Firebirds.

Aycock powered to a 59-12 defeat of 
Hunt that featured just three contested 
matches. Omar Tucker earned an 18-3 
technical fall over Hunt’s Jadynn Rich-
ardson at 138 pounds before Dickenson 
pinned Hunter Batchelor at 145 pounds. 
William Carter then won by fall against 

Hunt’s Isaiah Jenkins in their heavy-
weight match.

The Warriors’ two wins came by for-
feit.

Hunt got its only contested win of 
the night against Southern Nash when 
Richardson pinned Julius Hill in their 
138-pound match.

Arellano, Jadel Davis and Terrence 
Raspberry pinned their Hunt opponents 
in Southern’s 48-12 victory. 

Southern Nash’s Darrin Bailey, 
running during the 4x800-meter 
relay at the Scott Jones Memorial 
Classic as a sophomore on April 
15, 2019, will run track and 
cross-country at William Peace 
University. Sheldon Vick | Special to 

The Enterprise 
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PEACHTREE NEWS

God’s armor helps Christians survive spiritual warfare 
Peachtree 

Baptist 
Church 
members 
spent time 
on Sunday 
praying for 
the four 
local teens 
killed in a 

fatal wreck outside Green-
ville on Thursday. 

The teens were John 
(J.T.) Winstead, grand-
son of Scottie and Ann 
Winstead of Momeyer, 
Abby Foster, Devin Wil-
son and Madison Wilson. 
Our hearts, thoughts and 
prayers go out to the fami-

lies and friends of these 
young people. 

We also prayed for 
Marta Whitehouse, Pas-
tor Gene’s wife, in her 
struggle with cancer. Our 
prayers also go out to all 
those in need in this dif-
ficult time.   

Special music: Jane May 
performed a piano solo. 
Sunday’s special music 
was a video presentation 
of The Hoppers singing 
“God’s Grace Will Always 
Be Greater Than Sin.”

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Jane May in loving 

memory of her husband, 
Perry.

Bible verse for the 
month of June: Ephesians 
3: 17-19.  

THE ARMOR OF GOD 

Guest speaker Lawrence 
Edwards’ message, “Suit 
Up,” included Scripture 
from Ephesians 6:10-18.

“Lawrence is a local and 
member of Peachtree. He 
played football while in 
high school, college and 
some pro. When Lawrence 
retired from the game, 
he became a coach. He 
always told his players 

it was time to ‘suit up’ 
before they played. They 
needed be ready to protect 
themselves while playing, 
going out to do battle.

“It is similar when you 
become a Christian. You 
became part of a spiritual 
battle the day you trusted 
the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your personal Savior. Like 
in any other battle, in 
spiritual warfare also, it’s 
very important that every 
Christian knows how to 
hold his ground. We learn 
what steps we must take 
in order to secure our ter-
ritory.

“We must tap the source 

of strength because battles 
are exhausting. An ex-
hausted soldier needs to 
restore his strength or he 
becomes an easy target for 
the enemy.

“This indicates that 
the source of our energy 
is not found within our-
selves, but within the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I place 
my faith in God in order 
to tap into this source of 
strength.  Then the Lord’s 
power becomes my power.

“We must identify the 
enemy in warfare. Gather-
ing intelligence is key. It’s 
used to identify and assess 
the enemy. The entire of-
fensive depends on it.

“In spiritual warfare, 
the Bible, our source of 
intelligence, identifies the 
devil and his hosts as our 
enemy.

“The weaponry used 
depends on the kind of 
enemy you will engage. 
Pistols are useless in a 
situation that requires the 
heavy artillery. Our enemy 
is spiritual, and therefore, 
we need spiritual weap-
ons.

“We must put on the Belt 
of Truth. The belt held the 
rest of the armor together. 
From it hangs the scab-
bard in which the sword 
was sheathed.

“The interpretation is 
twofold. First, it means 
the word of God. We must 
know the word by heart. 
Secondly, our integrity 
and character. We should 
be doers of the word. You 
can’t fight an evil that is 
already in you.

“We must wear The 
Breastplate of Righteous-
ness. The breastplate 
of soldiers was made of 
bronze and covered the 
body from the neck to the 
thighs. It protected the 
soldier’s heart. For the be-
liever, this means to guard 
his heart above all else be-
cause it’s the source of life 
as well as evil.

“Paul also refers to the 
‘righteousness of Christ,’ 
that ‘justification’ found 
only in Him that protects 
us from the accusations of 
Satan.

“The Shoes of the Gos-
pel of Peace are like the 
specially designed shoes 
that enabled the Roman 
soldier to remain well-
grounded even in the heat 
of the battle and to move 
fast over any terrain.

“The interpretation is 
twofold. First, we have 
already been reconciled to 
God through the gospel. 
This is our foundation. 
Secondly, we need to 
be ready with the same 
gospel to proclaim war 
against the devil and 
peace to the world.

“The Shield of Faith is 
like the Roman soldier’s 
shield. It is made to pro-
tect us from evil. Theirs 
was to protect them in 
battle.

“Faith means faith to 
obey God’s word. The fifth 
weapon is an act of obedi-
ent faith. Faith not sup-
posed to shield us from 
physical suffering or guar-
antee ease, but strengthen 
and comfort us in every 
situation.

“The Helmet of Salva-
tion. Illustration: Pvt. Leon 
Wilson escaped a bullet 
fired by a sniper by only 2 
millimeters thanks to the 
helmet he was wearing.

“Our mind is Satan’s 
battlefield. He brings fear, 
hopelessness, frustrations 
and despair into it. We 
overcome these through 
the renewal of our hope 
in the salvation that flows 
from Christ.

“The Sword of the 
Spirit compared to Roman 
soldiers carrying short, 
straight swords. Very ef-
fective in hand-to-hand 
combat and was essential 

for individual survival.
“God’s word is our 

sword. The only weapon 
of offense. We must use 
it regularly in order to 
become proficient users. 
Knowing the word (logos) 
is insufficient. Must know 
how to use it.

“Praying in the Spirit is 
all of the above and is just 
preparation. We have not 
stepped into the battlefield 
until we start praying in 
the Spirit.

“The most powerful 
position Christians as-
sume is when they kneel 
in prayer. And it should be 
the prayer of perseverance 
and intercession.

“The Bible gives assur-
ance that we can stand 
firm and resist anything 
that Satan throws our 
way, only if we put on the 
whole armor of God.”

COMMUNITY NEWS

• A county blood drive 
will be held from 3-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 9, at the 
Spring Hope Community 
Building, 104 Community 
St.

• Peachtree Baptist will 
hold a church conference 
at noon Sunday, June 13. 

• Floods Chapel Origi-
nal Free Will Baptist 
Church is collecting dona-
tions for the St. Vincent’s 
Island volcano victims. 
Please contact the church 
for a list of needs.

• Nikki Scott’s son, 
Zach, graduated from 
Southern Nash High 
School on Saturday. Con-
gratulations, Zach. 

• Destiny King, grand-
daughter of Joann 
Blankenship, visited 
Dollywood along with 
some friends from UNC 
Greensboro this past 
weekend. They enjoyed 
riding the rides and eating 
Dollywood’s famous cin-
namon bread. They also 
performed in the Eastern 
District Collegiate concert 
held at the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville on 
Saturday.

• Janice Sykes, Jane 
May and Diane Bunn 
traveled to Smithfield, 
Virginia, last week to visit 
Janice’s granddaughter, 
daughter and other fam-
ily. The ladies had a great 
time. 

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Dorothy Nelson, 
Nikki Scott, Bill Wakefield 
and Gail Brantley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Audrey 
Farmer, Delcie Wakefield, 
Norman Whitley, Joan 
Eason, Amy and Robert 
Sykes and Jeannie Ben-
nett.

• Undergoing treatment: 
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson and 
Joyce Brinkley.

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hobgood.

• In the hospital: Shar-
ron Wester, Burt Eason 
and Marta Whitehouse. 

• Birthday blessings 
to Jamie May (June 6), 
Chase Gupton (June 19), 
Doug Hayes (June 23), 
Destiny King (June 23), 
Abigail Edwards (June 
24), Bart Wood (June 
25), Faye Vick (June 27), 
Cecil Wilson (June 28) 
and Glen Wood (June 
29).

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know at 
least two weeks before the 
events. I will need your 
news no later than 2 p.m. 
on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

The Enterprise
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Officials: 
Prepare for 
hurricane season
From staff reports

Local, state and fed-
eral emergency officials 
are urging Nash County 
residents to be ready for 
hurricanes.

Hurricane season be-
gan June 1 and continues 
through Nov. 30.

A named storm has 
already formed in the 
Atlantic Ocean. Tropi-
cal Storm Ana stayed 
out to sea, said Lauren 
Haviland, spokes-
woman for the N.C. 
Department of Trans-
portation.

Severe tropical weather 

is common in North Car-
olina, so now is the time 
to prepare by:

• Creating an emer-
gency plan.

• Reviewing and updat-
ing insurance policies.

• Having an emergency 
kit ready.

The updated seasonal 
averages are 14 named 
storms, seven hurri-
canes and three major 
hurricanes, according 
to information from the 
Middlesex Fire Depart-
ment.

The next named 
storm this season will 
be Bill.  

Nash students earn academic honors
From staff reports 

Colleges, universities and honor 
societies have announced the fol-
lowing academic honors for stu-
dents from Nash County and sur-
rounding areas.

To have a graduation, honor so-
ciety induction or president’s list or 
dean’s list announcement published 
in The Enterprise, provide a link to 
the information on the institution’s 
website or ask officials to email the 
information to cfriedman@wilson-
times.com. Academic honors must 
be verified through issuing institu-
tions and cannot be self-reported.

GRADUATIONS

• Leah Jean Galiano of Rocky 
Mount and Duriel Harris of Rocky 
Mount earned Associate of Arts de-
grees from the University of Mary-
land Global Campus.

The university held a virtual state-
side commencement on May 15 for 
more than 5,500 class of 2021 gradu-
ates. The University of Maryland 
Global Campus offers online pro-
grams in disciplines including bio-
technology, cybersecurity, data ana-
lytics and information technology.

• Joseph Melton of Whitakers 
earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in sport management from 
Bob Jones University in Greenville, 

South Carolina, on May 7. 

ADMISSIONS

• Keren Harper of Nashville, a 
senior at Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, South Carolina, pursu-
ing a bachelor’s degree in commu-
nication disorders, has been accept-
ed into the communication sciences 
and disorders master’s degree pro-
gram at East Carolina University in 
Greenville, North Carolina. 

MEMBERSHIPS

• LaShawn Cooper of Spring 
Hope was initiated into the Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi at East 
Carolina University. 

• Celeste Johnson of Nashville 
was initiated into the Honor Society 
of Phi Kappa Phi at Western Caro-
lina University in Cullowhee. 

HONORS LISTS

• Heather A. Perry of Bailey was 
named to the dean’s list at Olivet 
Nazarene University in Bourbon-
nais, Illinois, for the spring semester 
of 2021. She maintained a grade 
point average higher than 4.0. To 
qualify for the dean’s list, Olivet 
Nazarene students must attain a 
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher on a 
4.0 scale. 

• Christopher Pietryk of Nashville 
earned dean’s list honors at the Uni-
versity of Mount Union in Alliance, 
Ohio, for the 2021 spring semester. 
Eligible students must have com-
pleted at least 12 credit hours of tra-
ditionally graded coursework while 
achieving a grade point average of 
3.55 or better with no letter grade 
below a B.

• Kayla Miller of Rocky Mount 
was named to the University of 
Utah’s dean’s list for the 2021 spring 
semester. Her major is listed as 
Bachelor of Science in health and 
kinesiology. To qualify for the dean’s 
list, students must earn a GPA of 3.5 
or higher in at least 12 graded credit 
hours during any one term.

• Elizabeth Alford of Nashville 
and Elizabeth Bullard of Rocky 
Mount were named to the winter 
2021 president’s list at Southern 
New Hampshire University. The 
winter term runs from January to 
May. Full-time students who have 
earned a minimum grade-point av-
erage of 3.7 and above are named to 
the president’s list. 

• Mckaylah Collins, a sophomore 
early childhood education major 
from Nashville, was named to the 
spring 2021 dean’s list at Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, South Car-
olina. The list recognizes students 
who attain a GPA of 3.0-3.74 during 
the semester.  

Small Business Center offers free webinars
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
Small Business Center at 
Nash Community College 
has scheduled four free 
webinars for the remain-
der of June. 

The center offers no-cost 
business counseling and 
seminars. For more infor-
mation and to register for 
upcoming webinars, visit 
www.nashcc.edu/sbc.

• “Relationship Market-
ing, Part 1” is scheduled for 
6-8 p.m. Thursday, June 10. 

“No longer can busi-
nesses depend on tradi-
tional B2B communication 
for growth. Relationships 
are the future. In these in-
teractive sessions, Dr. Bar-
bera will provide business 
leaders and entrepreneurs 

with the tools to meet new 
people and mature fruitful 
relationships for business 
development. Additionally, 
attendees will deep-dive 
into human decision-mak-
ing, communication and 
perception to build mean-
ingful and memorable 
relationships with clients, 
vendors and employees 
(aka your new friends).”

• “Social Media for 
Small Business Owners” is 
planned from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 14. 

This seminar will look 
into the tactical aspects of 
social marketing for en-
trepreneurs including the 
when, where and how to 
post for maximum effect 
and result. Presenters will 
also answer that age-old 
question about when and 

whether to respond or 
not to respond to online 
comments. Attendees will 
leave the session ready to 
expand their social power 
and presence in this in-
creasingly social world.

• “Relationship Market-
ing, Part 2” is planned from 
6-8 p.m. Tueday, June 15. 

Understand how per-
ceptions influence the 
decision-making process 
and affect relationships 
and apply the principles 
of emotional intelligence, 
interviewing and influence 
into daily communica-
tion. Apply Clicksuasion’s 
reTRUST framework to 
employee, customer and 
vendor relationships.

• “Insurance Basics for 
Business Owners” will 
be held from 6-7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 29. 
Insurance can often be 

confusing, especially when 
you’re a business owner. 
How do you know what 
coverages you need and 
what you don’t need? How 
much coverage is enough 
coverage? How do you 
know if a loss is covered 
by insurance? What’s the 
difference between having 
insurance and being bond-
ed? These are all questions 
that every business owner 
has at some point, and pre-
senters will answer them  
in this webinar. Topics 
include the different types 
of business insurance, 
what they cover and in 
what circumstances you’ll 
need them. Presenters will 
answer participants’ ques-
tions on real-life situations.  

‘Slow is smooth, smooth is fast’ 
Once in a while, 

we encounter a new 
idea that, put into 
practice, could raise 
the quality, efficien-
cy and effectiveness 
of our lives.

Such is an adage 
that the Navy SEALs 
incorporate into 
their work: “Slow is 

smooth, smooth is fast.”
This idea has been around for a 

long time, yet the Navy SEALs have 
popularized it in modern times.

It was Socrates who said, “Beware 
the barrenness of a busy life,” and 
Napoleon referred to the idea when 
he commanded, “Dress me slowly. 
I’m in a hurry.”

Trying to accomplish tasks too 
fast can lead to mistakes, lapses in 
judgment, carelessness, reckless-
ness and failure.

Socrates knew the truth about 
moving too fast; so did Napoleon; so 
do the Navy SEALs.

Modern life, with its fast pace, 
desire for instant gratification, fits 
and starts and running around like 
a chicken with its head cut off is 
counterproductive to reaching goals 
solidly and living fully. 

Think of examples of people who 
start a project in a rush without 

thinking through the implications 
and abandoning it out of exhaustion 
and frustration. 

Think of businesses that start out 
on a new direction without taking 
time for research and planning and 
then get into financial trouble or 
find that the venture was not popu-
lar with patrons.

Think of people in a great hurry 
to get somewhere who abandon 
highway laws and get pulled over by 
authorities or have an accident.

Examples of taking it slowly and 
taking care of details along the way 
are all around if we pay attention.

Cooking, something most adults 
can identify with, can lead to disas-
ter if done in too much of a hurry. 
You do not want to be in such a 
rush that you leave out ingredients, 
add wrong ingredients out of lack 
of concentration or, even worse, 
undercook or overcook food.  Most 
of us can think of examples of 
scorched meat, a fallen cake or a 
dish that  has too much of a certain 
ingredient. A slow, smooth ap-
proach might have prevented such 
disasters.

In the case of the Navy SEALs 
or any other military organization, 
working slowly and smoothly could 
lead to saved lives or success in 
whatever the operation may be.

There are times, however, when 
working fast is necessary.  But when 
there is no urgency, a slow, smooth 
pace will get a person or organiza-
tion to the desired result more sure-
ly and with more accuracy.

Finally, how can you have a dis-
cussion of “Slow is smooth, smooth 
is fast” without referring to the best 
example of all: Aesop’s fable, “The 
Tortoise and the Hare”? 

We remember that the Hare chal-
lenged the other animals in a race, 
boasting that he had never been 
beaten. When the Tortoise accepted 
the challenge, the Hare called it a 
joke.

The Hare darted out ahead with 
such confidence that he took time 
for a nap while the Tortoise plodded 
on. In the end, the Hare woke up 
and realized that the Tortoise was 
ahead and that he could not catch 
up.

The moral to Aesop’s fable is this:  
“Plodding wins the race.”

So, Socrates, Napoleon, the Navy 
SEALs and the Tortoise are in good 
company. They know that slowness 
when used with smoothness leads 
to success.

Sanda Baucom Hight is retired from 
Wilson County Schools after serving 
as an English teacher.

SANDA 
BAUCOM 
HIGHT

252-243-5151
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Johnstonian News 

KENLY — The Tobacco 
Farm Life Museum has 
launched its 2021-22 
membership drive.

“It is and always has 
been the museum’s mis-
sion to preserve and 
present the history and 
heritage of rural North 
Carolina and its farm-
ing community; how-
ever, we simply cannot 
do it alone,” Melody 
Worthington, the muse-
um’s executive director, 
said in an email to sup-
porters. “The museum 
endures because of the 
dedication of individu-
als like you who make 
financial investments in 
the museum through an-
nual memberships and 
monthly contributions. 
Your donations are even 
more important this year 
due to loss in funding 
from admissions and 
grants because of the im-
pact of COVID-19.”

The museum offers 
five membership levels: 
individual, $25; family, 
$50; Grower, $120; Har-
vester, $240; and Planter, 
$1,000.

“Every membership pur-
chased contributes to the 
preservation of traditional 
buildings, the creation 
and maintenance of edu-
cational exhibits, the con-
tinuance of engaging pro-
grams and the promotion 
of the museum and our 
mission across the state 
and around the world,” 
Worthington said.

Membership includes 
admission to the museum 
and many of its exhibits 
and discounts in the gift 
shop.

Memberships are avail-
able online at tobacco-
farmlifemuseum.org/join-
or-renew. Membership 
dues can be mailed the 
Tobacco Farm Life Mu-
seum, P.O. Box 88, Kenly, 
NC 27542.

“Community support 

has been the museum’s 
greatest asset through 
our 37 years of service,” 
Worthington said. “With-

out your stories, donations 
and regular visits, we 
would not be the educa-
tional resource we are 

today. The museum’s ex-
hibits and programs have 
been built on the founda-
tion of hard work, deter-

mination and community 
partnerships.”

For more information, 
call 919-284-3431.  
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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly relies on memberships and donations to underwrite the cost of exhibits and 
programs. Contributed photo 

Applications open for rent, utility bill assistance
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The N.C. 
Housing Opportunities 
and Prevention of Evic-
tions program is open 
for a second application 
period to assist very low-

income renters who are 
experiencing financial 
hardship due to CO-
VID-19. The HOPE pro-
gram provides rent and 
utility bill assistance to 
prevent evictions and util-
ity disconnections.

“I strongly encourage 
landlords and utilities 
across our state to lend a 
hand to their communi-
ties and to participate in 
these programs so that we 
can keep people in their 
homes with their lights 
on,” Gov. Roy Cooper said. 
“I am proud that North 
Carolina is taking steps to 
support families who need 
it as we emerge from this 
pandemic.”

The current HOPE 
program is serving very 
low-income renters in 
88 North Carolina coun-
ties, including Nash 
County. Very low-income 
is defined as earning less 
than or equal to 50% of 
the area median income 

for the county where 
the renter lives. Twelve 
additional counties and 
five tribal governments 
received money directly 
from the federal govern-
ment to operate their own 
programs.

More than 8,000 people 
have applied for financial 
assistance and as of last 
week, $9.5 million has 
been awarded.  Payments 
began on June 1 and 924 
checks for a total of $1.1 
million have been mailed 
to help North Carolinians 
in need. Payments are 
expected to continue to go 
out on a rolling basis ev-
ery business day. Previous 
applicants who received 
help can reapply if they 

still need assistance.
North Carolina initially 

launched the HOPE pro-
gram last fall, using flex-
ible federal CARES Act 
funds to keep low-income 
people struggling dur-
ing the pandemic in their 
homes and their utilities 
turned on. In total, the 
program awarded $133 
million to more than 
36,000 applicants. Con-
gress subsequently rec-
ognized the outstanding 
need for rent and utility 
assistance and passed 
additional funds in the 
two stimulus bills, includ-
ing the American Rescue 
Plan.

“In advance of this sec-
ond application period, 

HOPE Program processes 
have been streamlined to 
ensure people get help as 
quickly as possible,” said 
Laura Hogshead, the N.C. 
Office of Recovery and Re-
siliency’s chief operating 
officer. “Our goal is to con-
tinue to provide housing 
stability while our state 
recovers from impacts of 
the pandemic.”

Complete details about 
the HOPE program, in-
cluding eligibility require-
ments, program benefits 
and an online application, 
are available at www.
hope.nc.gov. Applicants 
who cannot access the 
website may also call 
(888) 9ASK-HOPE or 
(888) 927-5467. 

Symposium includes lectures, rare plant auction
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — A rare 
plant auction and seven 
of the world’s top bo-
tanical and horticultural 
experts will highlight the 
2021 Southeastern Plant 
Symposium, according 
to event organizers Mark 
Weathington, director of 
N.C. State University’s 
J.C. Raulston Arboretum, 
and Tony Avent, founder 
of Juniper Level Botanic 
Garden and Plant Delights 
Nursery.

The auction is free and 
open to the public online. 
It began Thursday and the 
deadline to bid is 5 p.m. 
Saturday, June 12. 

Southeastern Plant 
Symposium speakers will 
be online and available 
worldwide to registered 
attendees from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday. The regis-
tration fee is $75. This live 
presentation will also be 
recorded and made avail-
able to all registrants. For 
more information, visit the 
shortened link https://bit.
ly/3fWdPOc. 

“The Rare Plant Auc-
tion will feature a collec-
tion of plants not found 
anywhere else in the 
world,” Avent said in a 
news release. “Even the 
most rabid plant collector 
will find many things in 
the auction they’ve never 
seen or heard of before. 
There is no other source 
for many of these plants. 
People may have searched 
for years and never found 
these plants — it is that 
rare.”

To participate in the 
auction, use the shortened 

link https://bit.ly/3fZlnjo. 
Featured symposium 

speakers include:
• Stephen Barstow, aka 

Extreme Salad Man, a 
global expert on ornamen-
tal edibles, inventor of the 
term edimentals, author 
of “Around the World in 
80 Plants” and leader of 
the Norwegian Seed Saver 
organization.

• Fergus Garrett, billed 
as one of the greatest gar-
den designers and garden 
makers in the world, CEO 
and head gardener, Great 
Dixter House and Gar-
dens, United Kingdom.

• Peter Zale, Ph.D., as-
sociate director for con-
servation, plant breeding 
and collections at Long-

wood Gardens in Pennsyl-
vania.

• Kevin Conrad, bota-
nist, U.S. National Arbo-
retum, Woody Landscape 
Plant Germplasm Reposi-
tory, National Plant Germ-
plasm System, Beltsville, 
Maryland.

• Irene Palmer, research 
specialist with Tom Ran-
ney, Ph.D., N.C. State 
University, experienced 
in a wide range of plant 
breeding with a focus on 
hydrangeas, camellias, 
crepe myrtles, azaleas and 
more.

• Aaron Floden, Ph.D., 
botanist, Missouri Botanic 
Garden, billed as a world ex-
pert on plants with a focus 
on native American flora.

• Hans Hansen, director 
of new plant development 
at Walters Gardens, Zee-
land, Michigan. 

“This is an amazing op-
portunity to hear many 
top experts in a single 
event,” said Weathington. 
“One of our speakers is 
Fergus Garrett, CEO and 
head gardner at Great 
Dixter House & Gardens 
in the United Kingdom. 
Fergus is one of the best 
garden designers and gar-
den makers in the world 
and will talk about the im-
portance of color, foliage, 
texture, repetition, struc-
ture (and) experimenta-
tion, as well as informality 
and movement in putting 
plants together.” 

This arrangement shows examples of “Extreme Salad Man” Stephen Barstow’s ornamental 
edible plants. Barstow is a featured speaker for the 2021 Southeastern Plant Symposium 
at N.C. State University’s J.C. Raulston Arboretum. Contributed photo 
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Home Repairs Statewides

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-888-660-1252

Attention Active Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new career and
earn your Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 877-354-3499

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info
kit: 888-912-3728

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST! Medical, Fire,
Burglar. Even if you can't reach a
phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand. Anytime, anywhere. Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
548-9839

Merchandise For 
Sale

I am seeking to buy Old 45 Records,
Albums & 78's

Call (704)782-0647

Statewides

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages
50 to 80). No medical exam. Afford-
able premiums never increase. Be-
nefits never decrease. Policy will
only be cancelled for non-payment.
833-380-1218

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. If
you have suffered a serious injury in
an auto accident, call us! Our attor-
neys have the experience to get you
the full compensation you deserve!
Call Now: 844-545-8296

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUN-
NING OR NOT!! FAST FREE
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction.
Support United Breast Cancer Fdn
programs. Your car donation could
save a life. 888-641-9690

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal Ac-
tions! Speak to a Professional Attor-
ney and Get the Help You NEED!
Call NOW 844-404-0601

Become a published author! Public-
ations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-
855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Statewides

Donʼt let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-618-
0918

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFil ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estim-
ate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-649-1190

Donate your car, truck or van. Help
veterans find jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic Hearts Founda-
tion. Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are standing
by! Call 1-866-955-1516

Online Only Firearm Auction, Rifles,
Shotguns & Pistols of all Calibers,
Located at Nedʼs Pawn Shop in
Rockingham, NC, Begins Closing
6/15 at 2pm,ironhorseauction.com,
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call:833-987-0207

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2
FREE Months! 877-544-1736

Statewides
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-
888-575-3018 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/press

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-844-938-
0700

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and
denied, our attorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC Prin-
cipal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scrant-
on PA 18503]

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 posit-
ive reviews. Call 844-213-6711

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avai lable.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-877-920-7405

Statewides
riculum (10 month), Networking, Mi-
crosoft, and Cloud Management In-
structor, Records Clerk - Student
Services. Please visit our employ-
m e n t p o r t a l a t :
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/
Human Resources Office Phone:
( 910 ) 678 - 7342 In t e r ne t :
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical Com-
munity College is now accepting ap-
plications for the following positions:
Grounds Technician, Groundskeep-
er, Instructional Lab Technician-Fit-
ness Center. Please visit our em-
p l o y m e n t p o r t a l a t :
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/
Human Resources Office Phone:
( 9 1 0 ) 6 7 8 - 7 3 4 2 I n t e r n e t :
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical Com-
munity College is now accepting ap-
plications for the following positions:
Grounds Technician, Groundskeep-
er, Instructional Lab Technician-Fit-
ness Center. Please visit our em-
p l o y m e n t p o r t a l a t :
https://faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/
Human Resources Office Phone:
( 9 1 0 ) 6 7 8 - 7 3 4 2 I n t e r n e t :
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-

JOBS

Statewides

FTCC: Fayetteville Technical Com-
munity College is now accepting ap-
plications for the following positions:
Certified Nurse Aide Instructor - Cur-
riculum (10 month), Networking, Mi-
crosoft, and Cloud Management In-

CLASSIFIEDS
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Green Book exhibit on display at state Capitol 
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — Organizers of 
a new state Capitol historical 
exhibit say 327 North Caro-
lina businesses were listed 
in the Green Book, a travel 
guide for African Americans 
during the era of Jim Crow 
laws and segregation. 

Did you know that more 
than 300 businesses in North 
Carolina were listed in the 
“Negro Motorist Green 
Book”? In fact, there were 
327.

“The Negro Motorist 
Green Book,” published be-
tween 1936 and 1966, was 
both a travel guide and a 
tool of resistance designed 
to confront the realities of 
racial discrimination in the 
United States and beyond. 
The book listed more than 
300 North Carolina busi-
nesses — from restaurants 
and hotels to tourist homes, 
nightclubs and beauty sa-
lons — in the three decades 
it was published. 

The exhibit “Navigating 
Jim Crow: The Green Book 
and Oasis Spaces in North 
Carolina” highlights a com-
plex statewide network of 
business owners and Green 
Book sites that allowed Afri-
can American communities 
to thrive and created “oasis 

spaces” for a variety of Afri-
can American travelers. This 
exhibit is currently on dis-
play in the Capitol’s rotunda 
and will be available for 
viewing from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays through June 
28. There is no charge to see 
the exhibit.

The display will also be 
featured as a pop-up exhibit 
in Raleigh’s Moore Square 
market from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Sunday. State Capitol staff 
will be with the exhibit to 
answer any questions. Visi-
tors can view the exhibit and 
also grab information on the 
new Green Book self-guided 
walking tour of the sites of 
historic Raleigh businesses 
mentioned in the Green 
Book. The tour will be avail-
able exclusively online. In the 
event of rain, pop-up exhibi-
tions may be moved. 

For more information on 
the exhibit while it’s still on 
display at the state Capitol, 
call 919-733-4994 or email 
Natalie.Rodriguez@ncdcr.
gov.

The Capitol’s mission is to 
preserve and interpret the 
history and function of the 
1840 building and Union 
Square. It is within the Divi-
sion of State Historic Sites 
within the N.C. Department 
of Natural and Cultural 

Resources, and is located 
at 1 Edenton St., Raleigh. 
For more information, visit 
https://historicsites.nc.gov/.

The Green Book exhibit 
was curated by the North 
Carolina African American 
Heritage Commission. The 
N.C. General Assembly cre-
ated the African American 
Heritage Commission in 
2008 to “assist the Secre-
tary of Cultural Resources 
in the preservation, inter-
pretation and promotion of 
African American history, 
arts and culture.” With this 
legislation the AAHC has 
identified African American 
heritage practitioners, such 
as curators, docents and 
museum directors, as prior-
ity service populations. 

The AAHC was recog-
nized as a division of the 
Department of Natural and 
Cultural Resources in 2017, 
after being housed in the Of-
fice of Archives and History 
and the North Carolina Arts 
Council. The commission 
works across the Depart-
ment of Natural and Cultural 
Resources to achieve the 
mission of preserving, pro-
tecting and promoting North 
Carolina’s African American 
history, art and culture for all 
people. For more informa-
tion, visit https://aahc.nc.gov/.  

The Green Book was both a travel guide and a tool of resistance designed to 
confront the realities of racial discrimination in the United States and beyond. 
Contributed photo 

Term limit supporter bares his soles
When he wasn’t 

lugging ampli-
fiers and leading 
sound checks, 
Tim “Izzy” Israel 
swapped stories 
with country mu-
sic chart-toppers. 
Crisscrossing the 
country in tour 

buses left little time for lobbying. 
Politics was a game other people 
played. 

Then a once-in-a-century 
pandemic canceled concerts 
and brought life to a standstill. 
Israel watched it unfold, wait-
ing for a decisive, coordinated 
response that never came. After 
losing his job in the entertain-
ment industry, he grew dis-
gusted with the partisan finger-
pointing and endless excuses 
on Capitol Hill. As Americans 
lost their lives and livelihoods, 
the blowhards in Congress bick-
ered. 

“They didn’t look for solutions, 
and they’re supposed to,” said 
Israel, a father of six who lives 
in the Nashville suburb of Harts-
ville, Tennessee. “These people 
swear an oath. They never seem 
to be able to fix something like 
a plumber you would call, or a 
construction worker or  anyone 
else. They seem to get away with 
substandard performance on 
their job.” 

If professional politicians 
couldn’t get the job done, Israel 
thought, there must be a way to 
replace the cloistered elites with 

average Americans like the salt-
of-the-earth folks he met work-
ing as backstage bouncers and 
slinging hash browns in all-night 
diners. 

Term limits seemed like an 
obvious solution. But it was 
equally obvious that incum-
bent senators and representa-
tives wouldn’t vote themselves 
out of a lucrative career. When 
Israel learned that state gov-
ernments could bypass Con-
gress and impose term limits 
by constitutional amendment, 
he jumped in with both feet 
to support the convention of 
states movement. 

Israel took to the open road 
in an epic cross-country walk-
ing tour he’s dubbed “Land 
Limits for Term Limits.” Car-
rying signs in support of his 
cause, Israel began the trek 
three days before Christmas in 
Key West, Florida, and is ram-
bling his way toward Cape Flat-
tery, Washington. 

The journey is 3,662 miles by 
car. Factoring in detours and pit 
stops, he’ll probably log more 
than 4,000 miles before the mis-
sion is complete. 

U.S. Term Limits, a Washing-
ton-based nonprofit, is helping 
Israel reach his goal. His as-
sociation with the group came 
by way of coincidence. Israel 
had stopped to rest in Albany, 
Georgia, when he met Scott 
Tillman, the organization’s 
national field director. Tillman 
dispatched a small camper to 

follow Israel’s travels by day 
and provide safe lodging by 
night. 

Despite the sponsorship of 
sorts, Israel’s walk remains de-
cidedly grassroots. The camper 
hangs back at a distance, giv-
ing Israel ample space to chat 
with anyone who strikes up a 
conversation. U.S. Term Limits 
helps with publicity, coordinat-
ing interviews with curious 
reporters and sitdowns with 
politicians sympathetic to the 
cause. 

North Carolina wasn’t part of 
his original route, but Israel re-
cently made a detour to meet with 
N.C. House Speaker Tim Moore, 
who cosponsored two resolu-
tions to authorize a convention of 
the states. The legislator invited 
Izzy to lunch at a local landmark, 
Red Bridges Barbecue Lodge in 
Shelby. 

While every constitutional 
amendment since the Bill of 
Rights has been ratified after 
congressional passage, Article V 
of the U.S. Constitution allows 
a two-thirds majority of states 
to call a convention in order to 
propose constitutional amend-
ments. Either process requires 
three-fourths of state legislatures 
to ratify an amendment before it 
takes effect. 

Establishment politicians are 
wary of a states’ convention. 
They conflate it with a constitu-
tional convention and stoke irra-
tional fears that rogue delegates 
could draft a new Constitution 

from scratch, an outcome incom-
patible with a plain reading of 
Article V. 

Critics paint the movement 
as a right-wing fringe group. 
Yet national polls consistently 
show strong bipartisan support 
for congressional term limits. 
In his home state of Michigan, 
where state law limits U.S. 
representatives to three two-
year terms in any 12-year pe-
riod and U.S. senators to two 
six-year terms in any 24-year 
period, Jeff Tillman said more 
minorities, women and young 
people are elected to federal of-
fice. That ought to be music to 
progressives’ ears. 

As for Izzy, he’s neither Re-
publican nor Democrat, and he’s 
yet to meet an American who 
doesn’t see the wisdom in cap-
ping the length of congressional 
service. 

“I’ve never had a thumbs-
down,” he said. “People have 
picked me up, taken me to their 
house, fed me dinner. I think this 
should be common sense to ev-
erybody.”

Corey Friedman is editor of The 
Enterprise and executive editor 
of Restoration NewsMedia. In 
this weekly column for Creators 
Syndicate, he explores solutions 
to political conflicts from an inde-
pendent perspective. Follow him 
on Twitter @coreywrites. To read 
features by other Creators writers 
and cartoonists, visit www.cre-
ators.com.

COREY 
FRIEDMAN

The Enterprise
252-243-5151
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DAs warn police about untrustworthy officers, but won’t notify public
Prosecutors claim Giglio letters 
are exempt from disclosure
N.C. Watchdog Reporting 

Network 

Locked away in prosecu-
tors’ offices across North 
Carolina sit documents 
declaring certain law en-
forcement officers in their 
jurisdiction too untrust-
worthy to testify in court.

Prosecutors can issue the 
documents, known as Gi-
glio letters, when they be-
come aware of information 
about a police officer or 
sheriff’s deputy that would 
call into question his or her 
credibility on the stand.

When a district attorney 
decides that an officer is 
not credible, the officer is 
likely to no longer be called 
as a witness in court. Being 
functionally unable to testi-
fy in court means these of-
ficers cannot make arrests 
or be involved in handling 
evidence. 

Sometimes officers and 
prosecutors call them 
“death letters” because 
they’re career killers.

But in North Carolina, 
those letters seldom see 
the light of day. There’s 
also no formal system 
for tracking or reporting 
the letters, or the untrust-
worthy officers they’re 
written about.

That may change soon 
under a new provision 
proposed by state law-
makers. The House and 
Senate each passed bills 
that would require central-
ized reporting of the let-
ters, creating a database 
that law enforcement 
agencies could consult 
when hiring new officers.

The legislation would 

also give officers a process 
for challenging complaints 
made against them.

But the documents 
would still be off limits to 
the public. 

A request by the N.C. 
Watchdog Reporting Net-
work for letters written 
by the state’s 42 district 
attorneys’ offices over the 
past five years drew uni-
form denial.

Prosecutors — relying 
on guidance from the N.C. 
Administrative Office of 
the Courts — refused to 
produce any Giglio let-
ters, citing an exemption 
in state open records law 
for criminal investigation 
records. Most also refused 
to answer basic questions, 
including how many such 
letters their office had is-
sued in that time.

COURT SYSTEM INSISTS ON 

SECRECY

In 1972, the U.S. Su-
preme Court sided with 
criminal defendant John 
Giglio and granted him 
a new trial because the 
prosecution didn’t turn 
over key evidence about a 
witness’s credibility. Now, 
all evidence that could fea-
sibly be used to impeach a 
government witness is con-
stitutionally required to be 
turned over to the defense.

This gave birth to the 
“Giglio letter,” a warning 
from a judge or, most of-
ten, a district attorney, to 
a law enforcement agency 
that a certain officer is not 
a reliable enough witness 
to be called to the stand.

Lists of these officers are 

often called “Brady lists,” 
after a similar precedent-
setting court case.

Several other states, in-
cluding South Carolina and 
Florida, make them explic-
itly public. Federal pros-
ecutors also issue Giglio 
letters, including against 
North Carolina officers.

Although lawmakers 
say there’s only been a 
handful of these letters in 
recent years, there’s never 
been an accurate public 
estimate of just how often 
law enforcement officers 
are considered too unreli-
able to put on the stand.

The effort from the report-
ing network sought to bring 
some light to the subject.

As requests streamed 
in from reporters, emails 
show officials at the N.C. 
Administrative Office of 
the Courts — the judicial 
agency that oversees court 
operations across the state 
— contacted elected dis-
trict attorneys with guid-
ance on how to respond.

“Office of General Coun-
sel has consistently advised 
that Brady/Giglio letters to 
the employing law enforce-
ment agency or lists of of-
ficers that are Brady/Giglio 
impaired are confidential 
criminal investigative re-
cords under G.S. 132-1.4,” 
AOC assistant legal coun-
sel Corrine Lusic wrote 
on May 19, citing a broad 
exemption in North Caro-
lina’s public records law. 

The agency’s under-
standing, Lusic wrote, was 
that “the only reason DAs 
have these letters/lists is to 
fulfill the State’s obligation 
to disclose to the defense” 
any details that might cast 
doubt on an officer’s testi-
mony against the accused.

The next week, on May 
26, Lusic emailed pros-
ecutors a second time 
to tell them about two 
webinars she would host 
that Friday to coach them 
on how to respond to re-
quests for this story.

As a result of the coach-
ing from the court sys-
tem’s staff, nearly every 
response from a district 
attorney for this story was 
the same: Giglio/Brady 
letters are investigative 
records and cannot be re-
leased.

There is no law or regu-
lation requiring district 
attorneys, who are inde-
pendently elected consti-
tutional officers, to follow 
advice from the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts.

Nearly all — 34 of 42 
elected district attor-
neys — responded to 
the reporting network’s 
request for this story. Ten 
of those prosecutors said 
their office did not have 

any responsive records or 
weren’t aware of any such 
letters. Nearly all cited a 
version of the guidance 
offered by Lusic, the court 
system lawyer.

The rest didn’t respond.
Only one district attor-

ney — Garry Frank of Da-
vidson and Davie counties 
— answered a question 
about how many of the let-
ters his office had issued 
since 2016 and said he had 
letters on file.

“We have reviewed our 
files, and I believe I have 
sent 3 letters since 2016, 
and they were to 3 different 
agencies,” Frank wrote in 
an email Thursday morn-
ing. “None of these were 
the so-called ‘death letters,’ 
but were notification that 
the info I had received 
would require notification 
to the defense in any case 
that would require the indi-
vidual officer to testify in a 
criminal prosecution.”

Several prosecutors sim-
ply directed those questions 
to the Administrative Office 
of the Courts. Spokespeople 
for the AOC declined re-
peated requests for an 
interview on the agency’s 
insistence that these letters 
are not public record.

The law defines a record 
of a criminal investigation 
as information gathered 
by law enforcement “for 
the purpose of attempting 
to prevent or solve viola-
tions of the law.” The stat-
ute says that can include 
anything from witness 
statements and surveil-
lance video to details from 
confidential informants.

Mike Tadych, a Raleigh 
attorney who frequently 
represents the media in 
public records litigation, 
said the advice given by 
the court system lawyers 
and parroted by district 
attorneys doesn’t square 
with state public records 
law.

“They don’t fit the re-
cord of violations of law or 
criminal intelligence infor-
mation that is defined in 
the statute,” Tadych said. 
“And if they’re not specifi-
cally statutorily exempt, 
then they’re public. That’s 
about the crux of it.” 

Tadych said he also 
takes issue with the Ad-
ministrative Office of the 
Courts’ role in the effort to 
release the records.

“I understand the AOC’s 
desire to have consis-
tency, but the consistency 
needs to comport with the 
law,” Tadych said. “I find 
it disappointing that there 
is almost a gatekeeper 
function being imposed 
on public records requests 
made to district attorneys 
in North Carolina.”

BILLS WOULD CREATE 

DATABASE, LEAVE LETTERS 

SECRET

State lawmakers have 
advanced legislation this 
year to take a closer look 
at Giglio letters and to 
compile them statewide. 
The bills would exempt 
the letters from public 
release but would require 
any officer or agency head 
who gets a Giglio letter, as 
well as the judges or dis-
trict attorneys who send a 
letter, to send a copy to the 
state’s Criminal Justice 
Standards Division.

That’s a substantial 
change from how Giglio 
letters are currently used 
in North Carolina.

“There’s not necessarily 
any current requirements 
for an agency to do any-
thing in terms of a deputy 
that gets a Giglio letter, 
although it basically does 
render a law enforcement 
officer unusable,” said 
David Mahoney, Transyl-
vania County’s sheriff and 
president of the N.C. Sher-
iffs’ Association, which 
supports the proposal

The state legislature 
would get an annual report 
on the total number of let-
ters issued statewide, but 
that wouldn’t be broken 
down by law enforcement 
agency.

Republican state Sen. 
Danny Britt, a key spon-
sor on the bill, said that 
information would be 
stored in the database if 
lawmakers wanted to drill 
down later. He also said 
the total number of letters 
would be made public, 
though he added that he 
doesn’t think the docu-
ments themselves should 
be public. 

Law enforcement as-
sociations have argued at 
the General Assembly that 
the letters are one-sided 
missives from district at-
torneys and that officers 
don’t have a way to appeal 
if they feel the letters are 
false or unfair.

Britt said that there’s a 
range of reasons district 
attorneys could question 
an officer’s ability to tes-
tify and that prosecutors 
don’t always follow up.

“It might be something 
that just cast shade (on 
an officer’s testimony),” 
said Britt, who represents 
Robeson and Columbus 
counties. “But, oftentimes, 
it could be information that 
was not fully investigated.”

If the complaints hold 
and are serious enough, 
officers could be decerti-
fied. The N.C. Department 
of Justice maintains a list 
of all decertified officers 
in North Carolina. 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 

ATTORNEYS WEIGH IN

The Watchdog Network 
spoke with several defense 
attorneys who are skeptical 
that a database, especially 
one maintained in secret, 
would advance the pursuit 
of justice for their clients. It’s 
already a constitutional re-
quirement and part of North 
Carolina law that prosecu-
tors turn over any Giglio ma-
terial, which includes Giglio 
letters, to defense attorneys. 

But defense attorney 
Alex Charns, who has 
worked in Durham for 38 
years, said prosecutors 
rarely turn over Giglio ma-
terial of any kind, let alone 
formal letters barring law 
enforcement officers from 
testifying. And his experi-
ence is hardly unique.

Charns said if a database 
of Giglio material was 
created, especially one 
that would prevent law 
enforcement officers from 
leaving one agency and 
joining another, it would 
be an improvement. To 
make that happen, though, 
Charns said it would re-
quire a significant cultural 
shift in law enforcement 
and prosecutor offices to 
accurately track and re-
port officer misconduct.

District attorneys, he 
said, are disincentivized 
from writing formal letters 
that could harm law en-
forcement officers. 

“Prosecutors protect offi-
cers and deputies because 
they’re elected officials 
and find it in their interest 
to do that,” Charns said. 

Charns has never seen a 
Giglio letter despite litigat-
ing several criminal cases 
where officer misconduct 
was clear and a letter should 
have been written and 
turned over to him as the 
defense attorney, he said. 
In those cases, Charns said 
he’s had to petition the court 
for any Giglio material when 
that should be proactively 
turned over by prosecutors.

“We don’t get Giglio/
Brady material now. So, if 
we’re not getting it now, 
how is a database that’s go-
ing to be incomplete, lacks 
transparency and is secret 
going to help the matter?” 
Charns said. “It won’t.” 

This story was jointly 
reported and edited by 
Laura Lee, Frank Taylor 
and Jordan Wilkie of Caro-
lina Public Press; Gary 
Dotson of The Charlotte 
Observer; Cathy Clabby, 
Tyler Dukes and Jordan 
Schrader of The News & 
Observer; Nick Ochsner 
of WBTV; Michael Praats 
of WECT; Travis Fain and 
Ali Ingersoll of WRAL; and 
Jason deBruyn of WUNC.

Help wanted, but many workers aren’t interested  
All across North 

Carolina, “Face 
Masks Required” 
postings on business-
es are being replaced 
by “Help Wanted” 
signs. But a recent 
jobs report indicates 
there were more than 
8.1 million unfilled 
jobs in the U.S., and 

folks aren’t rushing to fill them. 
Why? The most common answer 

is that when people can get $300 
weekly federal unemployment 
checks on top of state unemploy-
ment averaging another $216, they 
have no incentive to work. Are there 
that many people who just don’t 
want to work? It goes much deeper.

Let’s do the math. If you are a par-
ent with one child in North Carolina, 
you pay an average of $178 per week 
for child care or $324 for two kids. 
The combined federal and state aver-
age unemployment benefit amounts 
to $516 per week. Deduct just the 
amount of child care for one child 
and you receive $338 per week. 

Even a job paying $15 per hour 
for a 40-hour week nets you just $84 
per week more than unemployment, 
and that’s before FICA and with-
holding are deducted. Would you 
work 40 hours for essentially $2.10 
per hour? I think not. So, one solu-
tion is we need to help provide safe, 
reasonably priced child care.

Gov. Roy Cooper has reinstated a 
provision that, as of this week, people 
receiving N.C. unemployment benefits 

have to prove they are actively seeking 
a job. Sens. Richard Burr and Thom 
Tillis think we can solve the problem 
by joining other states shutting down 
federal unemployment benefits due 
to expire Sept. 6. They think that will 
force folks back to work. 

Our state Senate just passed a bill 
to pay unemployed people up to 
$1,500 as an incentive to go back to 
work. These approaches might help, 
but they don’t get to the real issues.

Let’s look at this from a different 
perspective. Perhaps the problem 
is not that unemployment benefits 
are too high, but that too many jobs 
pay too low. Instead of waiting for 
politicians to raise minimum wages 
that haven’t changed in more than 
a decade, some in lower-paying 
jobs are going to force wage hikes 
because they refuse to go back to 
jobs in restaurants, production and 
non-supervisory manufacturing, 
warehouses and the service indus-
try — the jobs most unfilled. They 
have decided it isn’t worth it to be 
harassed and used by increasingly 
angry, demanding and sometimes 
abusive customers and supervisors. 

Restaurant servers and others 
who count on tips are only guaran-
teed $2.13 an hour, an amount that 
hasn’t changed for 30 years. And 
many of these low-wage positions 
don’t provide benefits or a guaran-
teed schedule of weekly hours. 

Even those in higher-paying 
jobs are reexamining their lives. 
Many aren’t eager to return to long 
commutes for a job working in 

a cubicle in a high-rise building. 
They have enjoyed renewed rela-
tionships with their families. Even 
those reporting they worked more 
hours than pre-pandemic say they 
adjusted their schedules for a walk 
with the dog, playing with kids, a 
leisurely lunch or dinner and less 
stress — good things that resulted 
from the past year. 

We have become a country of 
workaholics, striving ever harder to 
climb the ladder to get ahead. Samu-
el Huntington in his book, “Who are 
We?: The Challenges to America’s 
National Identity,” says Americans, 
“work longer hours, have shorter va-
cations, get less in unemployment, 
disability and retirement benefits, 
and retire later than people in com-
parably rich societies.” 

We proudly boast that we never 
take our full allotment of vacation 
days. European Union countries 
require at least 20 non-holiday vaca-
tion days every year. Maybe these 
countries can teach us something. 

Our mantra has been that we live 
to work. Many Europeans work to 
live, meaning they work as much as 
needed to provide the lifestyle they 
desire. 

North Carolinians are not lazy. 
We’ve always worked hard and tak-
en pride in what we do. But things 
have changed. 

Instead of not being willing to 
work, maybe the message being 
sent is that folks aren’t willing to 
work the way things were pre-
COVID.  

TOM 
CAMPBELL


