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Rezoning OK’d for 200 new homes
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The town continues 
to see potential growth with the possible 
addition of more new homes.

Developers plan to build 200 wood-
frame homes in a new subdivision on N.C. 
581 North headed toward Louisburg.

The new homes would mean an esti-
mated $60 million addition to the town’s 
tax base, said Tom White, a Zebulon-
based developer overseeing the project 
on behalf of property owner James Rigs-

bee.
That development would join projects 

underway off Walnut Street and behind 
the new Bojangles restaurant at N.C. 581 
and U.S. 64. 

During its most recent meeting last 
week, the Spring Hope Board of Com-
missioners approved a rezoning request 
to allow residential housing with a mini-
mum of 8,000 square-foot lots on the 
74-acre property, which is in the town’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction.

A couple of residents questioned allow-
ing a subdivision with small houses.

White said the town needs to start 
somewhere with growth and pointed to 
Smithfield as an example of a town that’s 
grown into million dollar homes by be-
ginning with $200,000 houses.

“These are not starter homes,” White 
said. “These are middle-class working, 
two-car garage homes.”

Commissioner Prudence Wilkins’ con-
cerns flow the opposite direction. She 
said she’s worried that folks who live in 
town wouldn’t be able to afford to pur-
chase one of the homes.

Town Manager Jae Kim said the re-

zoning request is the first step of the 
process.

White said he’s working on the envi-
ronmental impact statement and other 
preliminary paperwork. He plans to 
request annexation into Spring Hope’s 
town limits. Since the property borders 
existing town limits and will have access 
to town utilities such as water and sewer 
after the developer installs pipes to con-
nect the subdivision.

The town’s planning board in May 
voted to unanimously recommend the 
rezoning.  

Stores told to 
nix electronic 
sweeps games
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The town 
board has amended its ordi-
nances to force the removal of 
electronic gaming machines 
from convenience stores.

Town Manager Jae Kim said 
Spring Hope officials have 
received complaints about the 
machines. He verbally warned 
the businesses, and one of the 
stores had its lawyer provide 
Kim with a letter from manufac-
turers stating that the machines 
don’t fall under the town’s de-
scription of electronic gaming 
machines.

“So we are amending our 
ordinances to include their de-
scription of their product, which 
is called an electronic profit 
promotion sweepstakes kiosk,” 
Kim said during the town’s most 
recent meeting.

Electronic gaming machines 
are allowed in certain zoning 
areas, but not in the zones in 
which the convenience stores 
are located.

Commissioner Brent Cone 
said the board would deal with 
any new names or descriptions 
the gaming machine owners 
might come up with in the fu-
ture. 

Mayor Buddy Gwaltney said 
because the town has to allow 
electronic gaming machines 
somewhere, the board chose 
light and heavy industrial zones, 
which excludes downtown and 
the central business district.

“You have to allow them 
somewhere,” Gwaltney said. 
“So their trick is what they’ve 
done is change the program-

See GAMES, Page 2A

BUSINESS BOOM

New hardware store emerges 
strong from pandemic

Sales representative Luke Watson demonstrates plumbing equipment at Premier Propane and Hardware in Middlesex. A recent Southern Nash 
High School graduate who played center for the football team, Watson said he’s used to seeing his picture in the newspaper, but on the sports 
page. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

MIDDLESEX — A hardware store that 
opened quietly last year is ready to hit the 
ground running in a post-pandemic mar-
ketplace.

“We had plenty of business, but it was 
difficult to get things done during the 
pandemic,” said Zack Stallings, one of 

three co-owners of Premier Propane and 
Hardware along with Derek and Matthew 
Bissette.

The Stallings family owned a local pro-
pane company for years before selling it to 
a larger corporation.

“When we started Premier, I wanted to 
make sure we never got so big that there 
was no interaction with the customers,” 
Stallings said. 

Premier takes on some big jobs like in-
stalling a bulk propane tank at a location in 
Roxboro, but is geared toward local clien-
tele fixing up their homes.

The most popular year-round items in the 
store are plumbing supplies, Stallings said.

The hardware store looks for ways to 
boost business like maintaining a robust so-

Debate over collapsed building drags on
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Downtown 
property owners affected by the 
collapsed wall of an adjacent 
dilapidated building want offi-
cials to begin the condemnation 
process.

Kay Mitchell with Faith Chris-
tian Ministries asked the town 
board to declare the partially 
collapsed building on Main 
Street to be a public nuisance. 
She spoke during the public 
comment portion of last week’s 
town meeting on July 6.

Town Manager Jae Kim said 

July 7 that town officials were 
trying to set up a meeting be-
tween all parties involved to 
discuss options.

No litigation has been filed, 
but Faith Christian Ministries 
has retained legal representa-
tion.

Commissioners held a closed 
session during the meeting to 
consult with Town Attorney 
Mark Edwards, but took no ac-
tion afterward.

Falling debris from the build-
ing’s crumbling east wall in 
early November closed Bubbles 
& Bows Pet Salon, Cherish’D 
Crown Natural Hair Care and 
Faith Christian Ministries’ cloth-

ing resale store. 
The collapsed building’s 

owner John Clark wants to save 
what’s left of the structure.

For safety reasons, the build-
ings have been under a vacate 
order since the collapse. While 
the three businesses haven’t 
been able to reopen, Clark has 
performed woodworking in his 
building with use of a generator.

The town initially told Clark to 
clean up the debris.

Mitchell said it’s been eight 
months and the building is in 
the same basic condition.

Clark moved the debris 

The 
collapsed 
wall of a 
building on 
West Main 
Street in 
downtown 
Spring 
Hope is 
shown July 
7 through 
a fence on 
Ash Street. 
Lindell 

J. Kay | 

Enterprise
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cial media presence.
Another thing the com-

pany is doing to attract cus-
tomers is allowing popular 
food trucks like Parker’s 
Barbecue to operate in its 
parking lot on West Finch 
Avenue across from the Pit 
Stop gas station.

Item 9 Pizza, a new 
business itself, sold food 
at Premier out of its new 
trailer last week.

“We’ve had the trailer for 
about four months,” said 
owner Jonathan Traylor, 

who left BB&T in Wilson 
to start the business with 
his wife Kellie.

Item 9 Pizza is always 
looking for more loca-
tions, said Traylor, who 
can be reached at item-
9pizza@gmail.com.

Stallings said it’s bitter-
sweet that Premier has ben-
efited from the closure of 
two once thriving hardware 
stores in the area: Debnam 
Ace Hardware on Arendell 
Avenue in downtown Ze-
bulon and Bass Brothers in 
Momeyer.

Stallings said he previ-

ously helped Bass Broth-
ers by sharing supplier 
drop-off locations and 
hated to see the longtime 
business go under.

As a lifelong Middlesex 
resident, Stallings said 
he understands how im-
portant new construction 
is to the town. Premier is 
the town’s first newly con-
structed business in more 
than a decade.

Middlesex is growing and 
new residents will be looking 
for amenities like a conve-
nient hardware store, Mayor 
Lu Harvey Lewis said.  

Hardware: Ways to boost business
continued from page 1A

and installed a fence 
around his property. 
The structure appears 
the same.

“We have been work-
ing with Mr. Clark to try 
to get that situation ad-
dressed,” Kim said.

Mitchell and others 

have questioned why the 
town hasn’t initiated any 
enforcement action. 

One possible reason for 
the delay: If Spring Hope 
condemns the building, 
the town would be re-
sponsible for demolition 
costs. Engineers estimate 
that price tag could top 
$10,000.

continued from page 1A

Debate: Demolition

ming, they’ve changed 
the description so they 
don’t fall under what the 
last state title was, and 
move them back into the 
area. I’ve dealt with this 
issue three times over the 
years. I think this board 
will continue to deal with 
this issue over several 
more years.”

The electronic gaming 
machine industry always 
finds a loophole and the 
state and the town has to 
come back and close it, 
Gwaltney said.

That mirrors the N.C. 
General Assembly’s 
struggle to ban video 
sweepstakes. Despite 
legislative efforts to out-

law the games, machines 
reemerge with new soft-
ware that operators say 
allow the games to be 
played legally, skirting 
North Carolina’s anti-
gambling laws. 

In May, 71% of respon-
dents to a poll on Spring-
HopeEnterprise.com and 
WilsonTimes.com said 
lawmakers should tax 
and regulate the games, 
which currently operate 
within a legal gray area. 
Seventeen percent said 
the General Assembly 
should outlaw all sweep-
stakes games, 9% said it 
should allow the status 
quo to continue and 3% 
favored outlawing any 
electronic game that can 
pay cash prizes.  

Games: Find a loophole
continued from page 1A
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UNIDENTIFIED

Girl found at Christmas remains 
unknown nearly 40 years later
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117 

PLEASANT HILL — On 
the day after Christmas 
1983, hunters in the 
Northampton County 
woods made a grisly discov-
ery: The skull of a little girl.

Christmas Jane Doe, as 
she’s become known to 
the locals who have tried 
over the decades to identi-
fy her, suffered from abuse 
prior to her death, accord-
ing to her autopsy report.

A biracial mix of Black 
and white, the 4-7-year-
old girl had been dumped 
in the woods behind a 
rest stop on Interstate 95, 
about a mile from the Vir-
ginia state line.

It’s unknown how the girl 
died, but the location of her 
body and obvious prior inju-
ries to her facial bones indi-
cate she had been murdered, 
according to authorities.

No clothing, jewelry 
or personal items of any 
kind were found with the 
remains. 

Washed ashore, un-
earthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in 
abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads or located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 
120 bodies remain uniden-
tified in North Carolina. 

This is one of their stories.

ON THE JOB

Alan Roye is a former chief 
of police in Rich Square. 
As a lieutenant with the 
Northampton County Sher-
iff’s Office, Roye completed 
the criminal investigator pro-
gram at Wilson Community 
College in 2018 and received 
the Advanced Deputy Law 
Enforcement Certificate the 
following year.

“The certification has 
placed Lt. Roye among the 
elite of law enforcement offi-
cers within the state of North 
Carolina,” Northampton 
County Sheriff Jack Smith 
said in a press release.

A veteran law enforce-
ment officer with nearly 30 
years on the job, Roye took 
over the Christmas Jane 
Doe case in August 2019.

In trying to learn as 
much about the case as 
possible, Roye has taken 
an unorthodox approach 
for law enforcement: He 
posted about Christmas 
Jane Doe on Websleuths, 
an online forum combin-
ing crowdsourcing and 
criminal investigations.

Roye asked the amateur 
internet detectives for any 
information they might 
have in the girl’s death. 

“I need a lot of help,” 
Roye said. “I am desperate 
to know as much as I can 
about this case.”

ART EXHIBIT

Christmas Jane Doe 
is one of 20 cases from 
around the country fea-
tured at a Florida art ex-
hibit meant to help iden-
tify missing persons and 
solve cold cases.

The University of South 
Florida’s Institute of Fo-
rensic Anthropology & 
Applied Science in Tampa 
hosts the exhibit consist-
ing of clay busts and 
drawings, digital com-
positions, artifacts and 
information about crime 
scenes. 

“This project is so impor-
tant because it may be our 
only chance. For decades, 
the homicide investiga-
tions remained open and 
untouched. They need to 
be brought up to current 
investigative standards,” 
said Erin Kimmerle, an 

associate professor of an-
thropology at the institute. 
“I encourage families who 
have a missing loved one 
to come forward, no matter 
what obstacles existed in 
the past, and make a re-
port. With the public’s help, 
this is how we solve cases.”

Family may be the 
problem when it comes to 
Christmas Jane Doe. A con-
sensus of law enforcement 
officials leans toward a fam-
ily member having killed 
the girl due to a lack of any 
matching missing person 
report and no one coming 
forward in nearly four de-
cades to claim the body.

ISOTOPES

Chemical isotope test-
ing conducted by the N.C. 
Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner indicates 
Christmas Jane Doe to 
likely be a native of North 
Carolina or Virginia.

By looking at the heavi-
ness of oxygen isotopes 
found in a person’s body, 
forensic scientists can de-
termine where that person 
has spent time.

“Oxygen isotopes in-
dicate the decedent, and 
potentially her mother, may 
have migrated considerably 
around the Eastern U.S. 
during the short lifespan of 
the decedent,” according to 
an isotope analysis report.

During pregnancy, the 
mother of Christmas Jane 
Doe possibly resided in 
the Midwest to Northeast 
regions. The girl likely 
spent the first years of her 
life in the northern portion 
of the Southeastern Unit-
ed States, which is North 
Carolina and Virginia.

“Bone oxygen isotope 
data suggest that during 
the last couple years of her 
life, the child may have 
resided to the south of 
the region where she was 
found, in the areas of Cen-
tral and Southern Florida 
and a region of Central 
Texas,” the report states.

DENTAL WORK

Christmas Jane Doe 
received two tooth fillings 
at some point prior to her 
death. Fingerprints aren’t 
available, but the girl’s den-
tal charts and a DNA pro-
file have been submitted 

to national databases. Her 
assigned case number in 
the National Missing and 
Unidentified Persons Sys-
tem database is 2196.

LOCATION

The I-95 rest stop near 
the place where hunters 
found Christmas Jane 
Doe is located close to the 
Pleasant Hill community, 
an unincorporated area 
that’s part of the Roanoke 
Rapids Micropolitan Sta-
tistical Area and included 
in the Roanoke Rapids, 
Rocky Mount and Wilson 
combined statistical area.

Anyone with any infor-
mation about Christmas 
Jane Doe can call the 
Northampton County 
Sheriff’s Office at 252-534-
2611 or email Lt. Alan Roye 
at alan.roye@nhcnc.net. 

Team Cold Case offers 
cash rewards for informa-
tion in unsolved cases. Its tip 
line number is 252-406-6736.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series examin-
ing the more than 120 cas-
es of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope 
and other Restoration 
NewsMedia newspapers.

Recently released by the 
International Centre for 
Missing and Exploited 
Children, this computer-
aided sketch shows officials’ 
depiction of a young girl 
whose skeletal remains 
were found in the woods 
near Northampton County’s 
Pleasant Hill community in 
1983. Contributed photo 

This photo illustration shows Sergio Soto’s clay sculpture of Christmas Jane Doe, a young 
girl whose remains were found in the Northampton County woods near the Virginia border 
in 1983. Contributed photo 
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Don’t relax rules 
in rush for growth

Spring Hope’s land use plan and zoning process 
went off the rails last week, unnecessarily and in 
plain sight, by the town’s leaders who should have 
known better.

Promoting and controlling a town’s growth is 
not an easy thing to do, and land use planning 
and zoning are a complicated assortment of state 
laws, local ordinances and technical policies de-
signed to guide those efforts in reasonable direc-
tions.

It also involves coordination and teamwork by different town 
leaders — a zoning administrator, in this case, the town manager; 
the appointed planning board of citizen volunteers plus the may-
or; and the elected board of commissioners, who have the final 
word but usually rely on the recommendations of the administra-
tor and planning board as well as listen to citizens’ input at public 
hearings.

Zoning is a tricky balance between sometimes emotional poli-
tics and informed decisions about how the area within town is 
used to its best and most efficient advantage; it’s also an even 
trickier balance between what property owners would like to do 
and what the community feels is best.

The desired end result of zoning, though, is that the residential, 
commercial, industrial and institutional uses of property are lo-
cated throughout the town in ways that ensure the public health, 
safety and welfare of its residents. Included in this is making sure 
that appropriate public services — streets, utilities, police, etc. — 
can be provided and that property uses are in harmony with their 
surroundings.

All this can be pretty dull stuff when property is being devel-
oped according to the appropriate zone and the rules are being 
followed. But folks can — with good reason — get pretty hot 
when somebody wants to put something unsightly, unsafe, un-
pleasant or just inappropriate near them. 

Remember the chicken processing plant that wanted to come to 
Nash County or the hazardous waste recycler that tried to come 
to Spring Hope?

All of us who have worked on trying to help Spring Hope grow 
over many decades, on many projects and committees, know our 
citizens want a variety of good businesses and services downtown 
and in our business districts. We also quickly learned the hard 
reality that we need more residents, and more housing for resi-
dents, to attract those services.

And almost everyone who lives here agrees that even while 
we work to grow, we want Spring Hope to retain the small-town 
charm and atmosphere we say we cherish — which means we 
want to carefully control our growth.

Like many small towns before zoning, Spring Hope’s his-
toric neighborhoods are generally small, packed together with 
lots of older homes. When Spring Hope created its land use 
plan in the mid-1980s and adopted its zoning ordinance, the 
older neighborhoods were zoned R-8 (8,000 square-foot lots or 
larger).

At the same time, the town leaders and residents decided they 
wanted future residential growth in town to be less crowded 
and densely packed, more like the larger lots on the newer, 
western side of town. The ordinance was written so that all new 
residential zones would be at least R-15 (15,000 square-foot lots 
or larger) or R-30 (30,000 square-foot lots), unless they were in 
designated zones like multi-family or mobile home parks, with 
special requirements. 

There have been occasional adjustments over the years, 
a lot here and there to round off a block or fix some irregu-
larity, but that core principle remained through multiple 
revisions of the land use plan until last week — when the 
administrator, planning board and commissioners all blew 
it.

Tom White of Zebulon applied to have about 74 acres of an un-
developed wooded parcel just off N.C. 581 above the town limits 
from RA (residential-agricultural) to R-8, similar to some existing 
R-8 zones along the town’s edge, so he can build stick-built homes 
in the $250,000 and higher price range, to be put on town utilities 
and annexed into town limits.

In his staff report, town manager Jae Kim acknowledges, 
“The town’s ordinance defines the purpose of such a district 
(R-8) is to provide for older in-town neighborhoods which 
have developed at this density. It shall not be used in newest 
areas.”

While the area is appropriate for residential use, Kim was 
wrong and the board was wrong to declare the request was con-
sistent with the town’s land use plan just because of that. The 
request a was clear violation of the current ordinance as Kim de-
fined it, not just the land use plan. 

The smallest the area should have been zoned, if changed at all 
in the absence of a clear design, would be R-15. And claims that 
the developer needs R-8 lots to make his project work are non-
sense. The county this year has approved hundreds of homes in 
the Green Pond area on larger R-20 subdivision lots, all suppos-
edly sold out.

Residents during last week’s hearing posed a lot of good ques-
tions about which factors the town looked at before approving 
this request. Not enough, apparently. A giant new and crammed-
in R-8 zoning district will boost the developer’s profits, but it is 
a leap backwards for the town and will make approving future 
subdivision even trickier, especially if its density adversely af-
fects our ability to provide adequate water and sewer or other 
services.

Spring Hope needs growth, but not so desperately that we ig-
nore our land use plan and ordinance. That’s not good leadership.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. 

Keeping spice in your life? 
Reader’s Di-

gest recently 
published two 
rather spicy sub-
missions. 

The first said, 
“Spices were 
first brought to 
Europe in the 
Middle Ages, 

and some of them are still at 
the back of my cupboard.” 

The second said, “I 
switched the labels on all 
my wife’s spices. I’m not in 
trouble yet, but the thyme is 
cumin.” (This second one is 
only funny if someone knows 
“thyme” is pronounced like 
“time.”)

I particularly had to laugh 
because just a few weeks ago, 
while I was visiting my sister, 
she gave me the job of going 
through all her spices and 

throwing out the ones that had 
expired. When all had been 
read and done, most of her 
spices ended up in the trash. 
Some of them had even come 
from the local A&P grocery 
store, which had long been 
shuttered.

These thoughts about spices 
remind me of a salty Biblical 
scripture. Do you remember 
what it is? 

How about from Matthew 
5:13 (or Luke 14:34-35)? “You 
are the salt of the earth; but 
if the salt loses its flavor, how 
shall it be seasoned? It is then 
good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trampled un-
derfoot by men.”

The salt in Jesus’ day was 
not the refined salt like we 
have now, but rather a crude 
rock salt mixed with soil and 
impurities. If the rock salt got 

wet, then it would dissolve 
and what was left would not 
flavor anything. 

People couldn’t throw it in 
fields, though, because the 
little bit of salt left could dam-
age the plants, so they threw 
it in the street, and people 
walked on it.

Jesus meant that if we as 
Christians water down our 
faith too much, then we will 
not be effective in being dis-
tinctive and guiding others. 
The question, then, is: Can 
people tell we are Christians 
by how we act, what we say 
and what we believe? Or are 
we just like everyone else 
around us? 

Let’s be different and keep 
the “spice” in our lives.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 

Election outcomes aren’t inevitable 
Will North 

Carolina 
Republicans 
have smash-
ing victories 
in the 2022 
midterms? 
Many politicos 
are acting as 
if they will, 

and it isn’t hard to understand 
why.

Since the advent of the 
modern party system, the 
party controlling the presi-
dency has almost always 
suffered losses in midterm 
elections. The party tends to 
lose seats in the U.S. Senate 
and House. It tends to lose 
governorships and other 
state offices.

The anti-White House 
wave typically reaches 
legislative and local races, 
as well. Since 1970, the 
president’s party has lost 
an average of 13 N.C. Gen-
eral Assembly seats in the 
midterms. If something like 
that happened in 2022, the 
Republicans would likely 
reclaim supermajorities in 
both legislative chambers. 
There are also two seats up 
for N.C. Supreme Court. If 
the GOP picks up just one of 
them, it would reclaim a ma-
jority there, as well.

You can tell that Republi-
cans are feeling optimistic 
about 2022, and that Demo-
crats are pessimistic. You 
can hear it in legislative de-
bates about the state budget 
and other issues. Although 
Democratic Gov. Roy Coo-
per was reelected last year, 
his margin of victory proved 
to be modest. His political 
capital is rapidly diminish-
ing.

You can also see it in pro-
gressives’ current panic about 
the long-running Leandro 
school funding case, where 
they thought they’d finally 
got themselves into a posi-

tion to enact their preferred 
education policies by judicial 
fiat. They are now recogniz-
ing that any penalties their 
pet judge attempts to impose 
on state legislators to enforce 
this power grab will likely be 
appealed to a high court more 
defensive of the legislature’s 
constitutional powers to levy 
and appropriate state rev-
enue.

To both partisan camps, 
and to North Carolinians 
who aren’t yet focused on 
the politics of 2022 (bless 
them!), I offer these four 
words: don’t jump to conclu-
sions.

Political patterns exhibit 
probabilities, yes, but not 
certainties. The past few 
years, in particular, should 
have disabused anyone of 
the notion that electoral 
outcomes are perfectly pre-
dictable. Donald Trump 
surprised most pundits (in-
cluding me) by drawing the 
political equivalent of an 
inside straight in 2016 and 
winning the presidency de-
spite losing the popular vote 
by a significant margin.

In 2018, the GOP lost the 
U.S. House but did better than 
expected in Senate races. 
In 2020, Joe Biden’s victory 
matched the conventional 
wisdom, but his margins were 
small in key states, while Re-
publicans surprisingly gained 
House seats and then surpris-
ingly lost the U.S. Senate in 
Georgia by blowing two run-
off elections.

It isn’t just that political poll-
ing produces noisy signals, 
although that has always 
been the case, and recent 
events should discipline us to 
remember that. It is also the 
case that America’s political 
coalitions are continuing to 
change in subtle and unpre-
dictable ways.

For example, when Repub-
licans became truly com-

petitive in North Carolina 
politics during the 1970s 
and ‘80s, much of their 
gains occurred in urban 
counties such as Mecklen-
burg, Guilford and Wake. 
Yellow-dog Democrats still 
often prevailed in rural ar-
eas. Over the subsequent 
three decades, that dynamic 
changed. Republicans came 
to dominate rural counties, 
except in places where Af-
rican Americans formed a 
significant chunk of the pop-
ulation. At the same time, 
Republicans lost ground in 
core urban counties, retain-
ing their majorities in fast-
growing suburbs, but some-
times with smaller margins.

Will the GOP snap back to 
judicial majorities and leg-
islative supermajorities in 
2022? That will depend not 
simply on statistical prob-
abilities but on key decisions 
that both parties are mak-
ing right now. If Democrats 
continue their flirtation with 
extreme positions on polic-
ing, public disorder and a 
“woke” curriculum for public 
schools, their candidates will 
pay for it. Similarly, if Re-
publicans recruit candidates 
more interested in “owning 
the libs” and indulging con-
spiracy theories about the 
2020 elections than govern-
ing the state, that will limit 
their potential gains.

The current legislative 
maps, while Republican-
drawn, are not so skewed as 
to preordain the outcome. It 
will come down to candidate 
recruitment, fundraising and 
messaging. Basic blocking 
and tackling. Nothing is inevi-
table.

John Hood is a Carolina Jour-
nal columnist and author 
of the new novel “Mountain 
Folk,” a historical fantasy set 
during the American revolu-
tion.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who com-

forts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 

any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God 

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to understand how the comfort you give 

us in trouble can console others in despair. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

DONNA 
CROWE

JOHN 
HOOD
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Town extends code 
enforcement contract
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The 
town board has extended 
the contract of a code 
enforcement company 
to continue its cleanup 
efforts.

Alliance Code En-
forcement, originally 
approved for a three-
month period, will now 
have a full year to help 
bring residential and 
commercial properties 
into compliance with 
safety and appearance 
rules.

In May and June, the 
company sent 75 notices 
to Spring Hope residents 
telling them to fix prob-
lems with their proper-
ties. Most violations 
were for junk vehicles 
and open storage, said 
Alliance owner Brandon 
Emory.

As of the end of June, 
38 cases had been abat-
ed, a dozen property 
owners were working 
toward compliance, 17 
notices of hearings had 
been mailed and two 
finding of fact orders 
were issued, Emory 
said.

Commissioners voted 
to approve an agreement 
with Alliance in April for 
eight hours a week at $25 
an hour. They extended 
that deal for a year dur-
ing their most recent 
meeting, upping the 
hourly rate to $38.

Commissioner Brenda 
Lucas said she believes 
Town Manager Jae Kim 
could do the work him-
self. 

Lucas said Kim misled 
her when he said the 
contract would be for 
three months.

“I don’t like to be 
deceived,” Lucas said. 
“Don’t try to put anything 
over on me.”

Kim said everyone 
knew the contract could 
be extended, with the 
money coming from the 
general fund.

Commissioner Brent 
Cone said Kim couldn’t 
possibly do as much as 
Alliance has done as well 
as deal with the infra-
structure problems and 
all other aspects of run-
ning the town.

“We do have the water 
issues. We do have the 
street issues,” Cone said. 
“Mr. Kim is working to 
realign money so we can 
work on some of these 
things that have come 
up. But I also know that 
this was the No. 1 prior-
ity listed by the citizens. 
This is not something we 
came up with off the top 
of our head.”

Cone said the board 
wanted a three-month 
trial, but commission-
ers understood the 
trial could lead to more 
work.

“With all of the things 
that have gone on in the 
two and a half months 
(of the code contract), 
had Mr. Kim been left to 
try to take care of these 
78 or even some small 
portion, there’s no way, 
no way, he could have 
been able to attend to 
things the way you folks 
have helped us do,” Cone 
said, speaking in support 
of the contract exten-
sion.

Cone made a success-
ful motion to continue 
the contract for one year. 
Lucas voted against it.

After a March tour 
of the town, Emory, a 
former law enforcement 
official, told commission-
ers that the town is full 
of junk.

“You’ve got a lot of 
people with backyards 
and side yards full of 
auto parts, construction 
debris, household items 
and things like that,” 
Emory said.

Emory said his employ-
ees establish relation-
ships with residents and 
seek to help them solve 
their nuisance abatement 
issues. Alliance currently 
contracts with 10 North 
Carolina towns. 

Candidate filing period winds down
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Only a few days 
are left to file for office in this year’s 
municipal elections in southern 
Nash County.

Candidates who filed for office in 
southern Nash County as of Friday 
afternoon include:

• Prudence Wilkins for mayor in 
Spring Hope.

• Jason Himmelright for town 
commissioner in Spring Hope.

• Brent Cone for town commis-
sioner in Spring Hope.

• Drew Griffin for town commis-
sioner in Spring Hope.

• Tony Jefferys for town commis-
sioner in Spring Hope.

• Eric Gainey for town commis-

sioner in Spring Hope.
• Lu Harvey Lewis for mayor in 

Middlesex.
• Harold Meacombs for town 

commissioner in Middlesex.
Filing is open until noon on Fri-

day. Election Day is Nov. 2, with 
early voting scheduled from Oct. 
14-30.

ON THE BALLOT

Up for grabs in southern Nash 
County are the office of mayor in 
Spring Hope and Middlesex and 
two commissioner seats in Bailey; 
two commissioner seats in Middle-
sex; and three commissioner seats 
in Spring Hope.

The following offices and seats 
are also up for election in Nash 
County.

• Castalia: office of mayor, two 
commissioner seats and an unex-
pired commissioner seat.

• Dortches: office of mayor, two 
commissioner seats.

• Momeyer: two commissioner seats.
• Nashville: two commissioner 

seats.
• Red Oak: office of mayor, two 

commissioner seats.
• Sharpsburg: office of mayor, two 

commissioner seats.
• Whitakers: three commissioner 

seats.
Filing fees for all elections is $5 

except in Spring Hope and Nash-
ville, where the fee is $10. 

For more information, contact 
the Nash County Board of Elec-
tions at 252-459-1350 or visit https://
nashcountync.gov/130/Board-of-
Elections. 

Man sentenced on federal gun conviction
By Lindell J. Kay 
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117 

A Rocky Mount man has 
been sentenced to seven 

years in fed-
eral prison 
for his role 
in a drive-by 
shooting.

Keyonte 
Da’quan 
Smith, 27, re-
ceived his sen-

tence from Chief U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Richard 
E. Myers II in Wilmington 
on Thursday, according 
to a press release issued 
by Don Connelly, public 

information officer for 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in the Eastern District of 
North Carolina.

Smith, also known 
as Smiley or Popeyes, 
pleaded guilty March 3 
to possession of multiple 
firearms while being a 
convicted felon.

Smith, 27, and another 
as of yet unidentified 
accomplice, operated a 
sedan and shot several 
rounds of ammunition in-
to another vehicle while in 
traffic, according to court 
documents.

“The victim’s vehicle 
side door, front panel 
and windshield sustained 

damage from the gunfire, 
but the victim survived,” 
Connelly said. 

Rocky Mount police of-
ficers located at least eight 
.45-caliber shell casings at 
the crime scene, Connelly 
said.

Police tracked Smith to 
a nearby apartment on 
Beal Street. While serving 
a search warrant, officers 
found with two ski masks; 
a large-capacity maga-
zine; dozens of rounds 
of ammunition; and 
three loaded handguns: a 
.40-caliber Smith & Wes-
son, a .45-caliber Taurus 
and a stolen .45-caliber 
Smith & Wesson, accord-

ing to archived news re-
ports.

Smith has a criminal 
conviction history that 
includes carrying a con-
cealed weapon, assault, 
larceny from a person, 
breaking and entering and 
conspiracy to discharge a 
firearm into an occupied 
dwelling, according to the 
N.C. Department of Public 
Safety.

The Rocky Mount Police 
Department and the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
investigated the case with 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Aakash Singh serving as 
prosecutor. 

Smith

Deputies: Rocky Mount driver caught with drugs 
From staff reports

WILSON — Authorities say a 
Rocky Mount man was caught with 
a potent, concentrated form of mari-
juana after driving through Wilson 
County at more than 100 mph and 
speeding past Sheriff Calvin Wood-
ard. 

A deputy’s radar recorded the mo-
torist’s triple-digit speed on U.S. 301 
near Firestone Parkway north of 
Wilson around 10:50 p.m. on July 2, 
said Wilson County Sheriff’s Office 
Chief of Staff Wanda Samuel. The 
deputy was driving north along the 
four-lane divided highway and gave 
911 dispatchers a description of the 
southbound car as he turned around 
to give chase.

Samuel said the car likely entered 
Wilson’s city limits “at an extreme 
high rate of speed,” evading detec-
tion until it passed Woodard near 

the new Wilson County Animal 
Shelter at the intersection of N.C. 42 

East and Tucker Court. 
Woodard and several 
deputies pursued the 
vehicle and soon found 
it backed into a drive-
way on the 4400 block 
of N.C. 42 East with its 
lights turned off. 

Deputies noticed “a 
strong odor of marijuana was com-
ing from inside the vehicle,” Samuel 
said, adding that THC wax, digital 
scales, drug paraphernalia and 
several handgun magazines and 
rounds of rifle ammunition were 
seized in a subsequent search.

The wax is a cannabis concentrate 
typically vaporized and inhaled 
with vape pens or through a process 
called dabbing, according to the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
a division of the National Institutes 

of Health. The agency notes on 
its website that concentrates “can 
deliver extremely large amounts of 
THC to the body quickly” and are 
more likely than smoked marijuana 
“to produce anxiety, agitation, para-
noia and psychosis.” 

Deputies identified the driver 
as 21-year-old Amer Mohammed 
Zughbi of Treetop Lane in Rocky 
Mount’s Goldrock community.

Zughbi told authorities he was 
“just cruising about 90” down U.S. 
301 on his way to Pinetops, Samuel 
said.

The sheriff’s office charged Zugh-
bi with possession with intent to sell 
or deliver marijuana, maintaining a 
vehicle for a controlled substance, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
speeding and reckless driving. He 
was booked into the Wilson County 
Detention Center under a $20,000 
secured bond.   

Zughbi

Man flips truck near Nash County line 
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7818

SIMS — A man walked 
away after losing control 
and flipping his truck on 
U.S. 264 East as rain from 
Tropical Storm Elsa swept 
through the state Thurs-
day. 

Phillip Lee Crumel, 46, 
of Wilson, was driving a 
1999 Ford F-150 pickup 
truck that veered onto 
the highway’s shoulder 
around 3:30 p.m., accord-
ing to the N.C. Highway 
Patrol. The truck slid into 
a ditch and overturned in 
the woods. 

The wreck happened 

near mile marker 34, 
which is west of Sims and 
close to the Wilson-Nash 
county line. Exit 34 on 
U.S. 264 provides access 
to the town of Sims. 

Two other crashes oc-
curred on the same stretch 
of four-lane divided high-
way Thursday afternoon. 

State troopers cited Cru-

mel on a charge of failure 
to maintain lane control, a 
traffic infraction. 

1st Sgt. Steven Dail, 
speaking from the High-
way Patrol’s Wilson office, 
said remnants of the dissi-
pated tropical storm didn’t 
result in any more crashes 
than usual on area roads 
and highways.  

Julie Johnson, right, reacts as she gets a first look at her neighbor Phillip Crumel’s overturned truck Thursday on U.S. 264 
East outside Sims. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 
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VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Roots and shoots: 7 tips from a master gardener 
Becoming a 

master gardener 
was actually 
more work than 
I expected. 
There were so 
many things 
I now realize 
I didn’t know, 
even after years 

of experimenting in my yard. 
By incorporating what I was 
taught, my summer garden is al-
ready overflowing with produce 
— squash, anyone?

I’d like to share some of the 
fruits of that labor with you — 
not literally, but if you stop by, 
I will try to give you tomatoes! 
Here are seven tips I’ve learned 
that have made my roots and 
shoots a summer bonanza!

1. Take care of your soil

There is nothing more impor-
tant in your garden than your 
soil. It’s what nourishes each 
little seed and seedling into a 
full-fledged productive plant. 
Good soil is the difference be-
tween a mediocre crop and one 
that’s truly outstanding. 

The best way to care for your 
soil is to add to it each year 
(even in your containers).  Fall is 
best, but even early spring will 
work. Add a layer of manure 
or compost and let it gradu-
ally break down to be ready for 
spring planting. This adds new 
nutrients every year to make up 
for what your veggies soaked 

up last season. It also ensures 
your soil will be well equipped 
to retain moisture, even if things 
start getting dry.

Also, test your soil regularly. 
This was new for me. I thought 
it would be hard to do, but soil 
tests are fairly inexpensive and 
are simple. Plus, you get the 
chance to meet and support 
your local N.C. Cooperative Ex-
tension office agent. 

The only way to know if your 
soil has a perennial calcium 
deficiency or contains lead is 
through a soil test. That kind of 
information is important! Know-
ing what is and isn’t in your 
garden will help you correct 
imbalances.

2. Pamper your 
pollinators

It should come as no surprise 
when I say that pollinators are im-
portant. Vitally so. In fact, many 
plants we currently love would go 
extinct without our flying friends 
to pollinate them for us.

Make sure you have plenty of 
plants on your property that will 
provide pollinators food year-
round. Think about what might 
bloom in each season and keep 
a variety of things available to 
attract and retain your pollina-
tor friends.  

Next, make sure your garden 
has the other two basics of life 
— water and shelter. Maybe you 
want to make a “bee hotel” with 
a collection of hollow, wooden 

tubes or a pile of sawdust. Con-
sider putting out a dish of water 
with scattered stones. Bees and 
butterflies can’t drink water 
from an open source, as they’ll 
drown. Provide them little 
“landing pads” so they can get a 
sip before taking off again.

3. Make gardening friends 
— yup, real people!

This tip should probably be 
No. 1. Eventually, you will get 
stuck on a gardening problem. 
It could be a pest or disease, an 
environmental issue or simply 
too many zucchinis (that’s a 
nice problem to have). Having 
friends whalso have dirt under 
their nails makes gardening 
more fun even if you have a 
crop failure.

4. Compost!

I can’t say enough about com-
posting. Not only does it take 
waste out of our already full 
landfills, but it adds nutrients to 
your garden! Turning trash to 
treasure is so rewarding.

Composting may sound in-
timidating, but it’s very easy to 
learn. Start by picking a spot in 
an out-of-the-way part of your 
yard. Then, add trash — easy 
peasy! 

Keep a balance between fresh, 
wet things (kitchen scraps, grass 
clippings, manure) and dry, very 
dead things (dirt, shredded fall 
leaves, sawdust, paper towels, 

shredded newspaper). If it gets 
too wet, it will smell, so add 
more dry things. If it gets too 
dry, it won’t break down well, so 
add more wet things.

Make sure you don’t add any-
thing that’s diseased or contains 
milk, oils or meat scraps. Also 
stay away from cat, dog and hu-
man fecal matter — vegetarian 
animal poo only. Finally, stay 
away from anything that will 
take too long to break down, 
like animal bones or giant piec-
es of cardboard.

5. Water plants 
at the root

Most fungal infections in the 
garden are highly preventable. 
One of the easiest ways to pre-
vent them is by not watering 
your plants in a way that gets 
them all wet. To do this, water 
your plants at the root.

In a pinch, you can just aim 
the nozzle of your hose at the 
plant base. If you’d like to get 
serious about regular, targeted 
watering, however, you might 
look into a drip irrigation sys-
tem.

Drip irrigation systems con-
nect to your hose hookup and 
run on a timer. They provide wa-
ter straight to the roots on what-
ever time table you ask them to, 
and can water the whole garden 
at once, slow drips straight to 
the roots each time. No more 
forgetting to water the plants or 
forgetting to turn off the water, 

and much fewer garden fungal 
problems!

6. Plant edible perennials

Some years, I don’t have the 
time I want in my yard. When 
I’m short on time, I’m glad I’ve 
planted some perennial edibles. 
As much as I love tomatoes, 
squash and beans, they take a 
lot of work every year to pre-
pare, care for and harvest.

On the other hand, my peren-
nial plants like blueberries, 
grapes and fruit trees take a 
fraction of the amount of work 
my annuals do. I prune, mulch 
and fertilize them and then keep 
an eye out for bug problems, but 
they basically do all the work 
themselves.

7. Share the wealth

Whether you’re a master gar-
dener or a first-year sprouter, 
you have things to share. Some 
years, that might be an abun-
dance of food. Other years, it 
might just be whatever lesson 
you learned when your whole 
garden was destroyed. 

Gardening, whether big or 
small, gives you something to 
share every year, and that gift is 
worth passing on.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring Hope 
resident who blogs at Victo-
ryGardenGal.com. Email her at 
VictoryGardenGal@gmail.com.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

State offers $5 kids’ train fares
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — Families looking for fun 
summer adventures can enjoy one $5 
kids fare special to travel the rails on the 
N.C. By Train system.

Through Aug. 31, customers can use 
discount code V256 when booking at NC-
ByTrain.org to take advantage of the one-
way $5 fare for one child age 2-12 with 
the purchase of a regularly priced adult 
ticket. This offer is valid for travel on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Terms and conditions apply.

Families can stop in any of these North 
Carolina cities and towns when traveling 
by train: Rocky Mount, Wilson, Selma, 
Cary, Raleigh, Durham, Charlotte, High 
Point, Greensboro, Burlington, Kannapo-
lis and Salisbury. 

Discount fares are valid for one child 
with each paying adult. One-day advance 
purchase is required. The promotion 
cannot be combined with other adult 
discounts such as those available for 
seniors, state employees or veterans. For 
more information, visit www.ncbytrain.
org or call 1-800-BY-TRAIN. 

Kids can 
ride a 
passenger 
train 
on the 
N.C. By 
Train rail 
system for 
$5 with a 
regularly 
priced 
adult 
ticket 
purchase 
through 
Aug. 31. 
Contributed 

photo 

Storm downs tree near Bailey    
Arthur Etheridge of the N.C. Department of Transportation works to remove a 

downed tree blocking both lanes on the 4300 block of N.C. 581 in rural Wilson 

County outside Bailey as remnants of Tropical Storm Elsa bring heavy rain and 

gusty winds to the area on Thursday. State troopers temporarily closed the road 

while crews cleared the debris. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 

Beasley celebrates 100th birthday   
Five generations of a Bailey family celebrated Lucille Beasley’s 100th birthday on 

July 4. Beasley is pictured at top center with her son Gene Knight, his daughter 

Debbie Vester, her daughter Meagan Brock and son Alex Howard. The fifth gen-

eration seated in the front row is Amelia Howard, Fischer Brock, Camden Howard 

and Holten Brock. Mark Cone | SouthernNashNews.com 
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Minority businesswomen’s group plans quarterly virtual session
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — The Minority 
Women Business Enterprise program 
will hold a virtual session entitled, “Add-
ed Value, #ContractReady” from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. on Friday, July 23. 

Presenters will include city of Rocky 
Mount MWBE Coordinator Aaron Har-

ris, who will share “Easy Bidding,” an 
interactive walk-through of the city’s bid 
templates. 

Chyna Green, who serves as project 
diversity and development manager for 
Samet Corp., will present “A Guide to 
Construction Projects: HUB Edition.” 
The presentation will include bidding 

procedures, minority participation and 
more. 

Participants will also have a chance to 
meet city of Rocky Mount Purchasing 
Manager Candice Kirtz and staff, who 
will share information about the types of 
contracts the city offers. 

“We look forward to sharing these 

insightful presentations that will allow 
our MWBE community a greater under-
standing about the city’s processes as 
well as steps that will aid in the sustain-
ability of their businesses,” Kirtz said. 

Registration is free and available on 
Eventbrite via the shortened link https://
bit.ly/3AQ6EQ1.

‘Laugh and 
Listen’ comedy, 
music show 
planned 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT 
— The Rocky Mount 
Event Center will pres-
ent the Downtown 
Laugh and Listen Com-
edy and Live Music 
Show at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 17, in the 
Edgecombe Ballroom. 

This show will feature 
local comedians with 
host Matt D. and per-
formers Andy and Matt. 
Tresuave Productions 
will provide live music 
with vibes from a full 
band. DJ Ty will be on 
the turntables for an af-
terparty in the center’s 

upstairs Nash Room. 
A full bar will be avail-
able. 

VIP tickets, which in-
clude admission to the 
show, a bottle of cham-
pagne, tableside service 
and an afterparty ticket, 
are $60.50 each. Show 
tickets are $27.50 apiece, 
and each afterparty pass 
is $11. Ticket prices 
don’t include taxes and 
fees. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets on-
line, visit the event page 
on the Rocky Mount 
Event Center website 
through the shortened 
link https://bit.ly/3erjeMf. 

Teens to perform ‘The Little Prince’
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
Imperial Centre for the 
Arts and Sciences has an-
nounced the return of its 
local summer production 
series.

The 2021 production, 
“The Little Prince,” will be 
performed July 22-25 at 
the Booker T. Theater in 

downtown Rocky Mount. 
“The Little Prince” is a 
production based on the 
book by Antoine de Saint-
Exupery.

It will include local 
youths ages 6-18 telling 
the story of a world-weary 
aviator whose malfunction-
ing plane strands him on 
the Sahara Desert. Artistic 
and Managing Director 

Brooke Edwards will di-
rect the production, while 
music direction will be led 
by Benjamin Griffith and 
Shawn Leonard.

“We have such a talented 
group of young people 
who have come together 
to tell this important story,” 
Edwards said. “Our com-
munity will be blown away 
from these performances, 

and I think it is an impor-
tant story to be telling right 
now. I think we have all 
learned, ‘What’s important 
is invisible to the eye.’”

Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. 
July 22-24 and 2 p.m. on 
July 25. Tickets will be 
general seating and are 
available by visiting im-
perialcentre.org or calling 
252-972-1266. 

Nashville man wins $100K scratch-off prize
For The Enterprise 

Clifton Richardson of Nashville 
tried his luck on a 100X The Cash 
ticket and found himself the winner 
of a $100,000 prize.

He purchased his winning $20 
ticket from the Bi Rite Market on 

Eastern Avenue in Nashville.
Richardson claimed his prize 

July 6 at North Carolina Education 
Lottery headquarters in Raleigh 
and took home $70,756 after re-
quired federal and state tax with-
holdings.

Ticket sales from scratch-offs like 

100X The Cash make it possible for 
the lottery to raise more than $725 
million per year for education. For 
details on how $4.8 million raised 
by the lottery made a difference in 
Nash County last year, visit www.
nclottery.com and click on the “Im-
pact” section. 

NC Wesleyan nursing student earns Daisy Award
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Stephanie Promish, a 
student in the RN to BSN 
program at North Caroli-
na Wesleyan College, was 
recently honored with the 
Daisy Award for Extraor-
dinary Nursing Students.

Promish, who works as 
a registered nurse at Cher-
ry Hospital in Goldsboro, 
received a surprise visit at 
the hospital from program 
faculty on May 10. She is 
the first recipient at N.C. 
Wesleyan since the incep-
tion of the college’s new 
partnership with the Daisy 
Foundation.

This award is part of the 
Daisy Foundation’s mis-
sion to express gratitude 
to nurses with programs 
that recognize them for 
extraordinary, compas-
sionate and skillful care. 
The foundation expanded 
its flagship Daisy Award 
for Extraordinary Nurses 
to academic institutions 
in order to recognize the 
faculty who inspire com-
passionate care in their 
students and the students 
who demonstrate it during 
their education.

The award recognizes 

nursing students who 
exemplify three elements: 
caring, advocating and 
leading.

“On behalf of N.C. Wes-
leyan’s partnership with 
the Daisy Foundation, 
we are proud to honor 
Ms. Stephanie Promish 
with the distinguished 
Daisy Award for an Ex-
traordinary Nursing Stu-
dent. Stephanie exudes 
compassionate care in 
her nursing studies and 

advocates for those whom 
she serves in her profes-
sion and community,” said 
Brittany Bass, director of 
Wesleyan’s RN to BSN 
program. “Stephanie is 
the epitome of what a 
nurse leader stands for, 
demonstrating profes-
sionalism and outstanding 
clinical skills. We look 
forward to the impact she 
will make on the nursing 
profession and improv-
ing the health outcomes 

of those she serves in her 
community.”

Nursing students are 
nominated by faculty, col-
leagues, peers, patients, 
families or alumni. Re-
cipients are chosen by a 
committee of the college 
to receive the award. Each 
honoree receives a certifi-
cate, a Daisy Award pin 
and “A Healer’s Touch” 
sculpture symbolizing 
excellence and a love 
for nursing that is hand-
carved by artists of the 
Shona Tribe in Zimbabwe. 

“The RN to BSN pro-
gram at N.C. Wesleyan 
College has been reward-
ing, both academically as 
well as professionally,” 
Promish said. “The faculty 
have been so helpful and 
supportive throughout 
this whole experience. It’s 
obvious they want noth-
ing but success for the 
students in the RN to BSN 
program. I’m humbled 
to receive an award that 
is widely recognized and 
respected. I hope to con-
tinue making a difference 
in the lives of others as 
I continue to grow and 
learn not only as a nurse, 
but as an individual as 
well.” 

Registered nurse Stephanie Promish, a student in N.C. 
Wesleyan College’s RN to BSN program, is pictured with her 
Daisy Award certificate and sculpture. Contributed photo 

Knightdale family pleads guilty in credit repair scam
The Wake Weekly

RALEIGH — Eight people, includ-
ing several members of a Knight-
dale family, pleaded guilty to federal 
fraud charges last month. 

The defendants admitted guilt 
on 50 counts, including bank 
fraud, wire fraud, conspiracy, 
making false statements to a bank 
loan, aggravated identity theft 
and perjury, according to a press 
release from the U.S. Department 
of Justice.

Prosecutors said two other sus-
pects have already pleaded guilty in 
connection to the case.

Michael Anthony Griffin Sr., 52, 
of Knightdale, was one of several 
people affiliated with a northern 
Raleigh credit repair business that 
served as an alleged front for crimi-
nal acts, a press release states. 

Griffin’s accused co-conspirators 
include his wife, three sisters, two 
brothers and daughter.

Prosecutors said the family and 
others accepted fees from clients for 
credit repair services, but instead 
made fake credit profiles to change 
their clients’ credit data through 
fake police reports. The defendants 
also are said to have defrauded 
multiple banks by opening accounts 
with fake identities, cashing out and 

defaulting.
Acting United States Attorney G. 

Norman Acker said in a statement 
that the defendants used fake Social 
Security numbers, referred to as 
credit profile numbers or CPNs, that 
didn’t belong to them.

“The public needs to know that 
when you place a fraudulent Social 
Security Number or CPN on a bank 
credit application or loan document 
— you are committing a fraud, and 
you could face federal prison time 
for it,” Acker said.

The offenses took place in 2017 
and 2018 and were investigated by 
the IRS, U.S. Postal Service and 
U.S. Marshals Service.

Regina Griffin, Michael Griffin’s 
sister, 49, of Raleigh, pleaded guilty 
to false statement to influence a 
bank on a loan.

Angela Griffin, Michael Griffin’s 
wife, 53, of Knightdale, pleaded 
guilty to bank fraud and aiding and 
abetting.

Creshun Alexandria Griffin, 
Michael Griffin’s daughter, 27, of 
Knightdale, pleaded guilty to bank 
fraud and aiding and abetting.

Sharon Annita Edmond, Michael 
Griffin’s sister, 57, of Raleigh, plead-
ed guilty to wire fraud and aiding 
and abetting.

Katina Griffin Perry, Michael Grif-

fin’s sister, 48, of Raleigh, pleaded 
guilty to wire fraud.

Harvey Griffin, Michael Griffin’s 
brother, 47, of Raleigh, pleaded 
guilty to bank fraud and aiding and 
abetting.

Melvin Griffin, Michael Griffin’s 
brother, 45, of Knightdale, pleaded 
guilty to bank fraud and aiding and 
abetting.

Jasmine Mariah Davis, 29, of 
Lakeland, Florida, pleaded guilty to 
bank fraud and aiding and abetting.

Charges against Michael Griffin, 
Jasper Deonta Goodman and Cosci-
na Brooks remain pending.

Sentencing will take place as 
early as October. Bank Fraud and 
making a false statement to a bank 
on a loan each carry a maximum 
sentence of 30 years. Wire fraud 
carries a maximum sentence of 20 
years.

Shawn Allen Farmer, 52, of Cary, 
previously pleaded guilty to bank 
fraud, aiding and abetting and mak-
ing false claims. In May, he was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison and 
ordered to pay $42,783 in restitu-
tion.

Tyrone Edmonds, 47, of Weldon, 
previously pleaded guilty to bank 
fraud and aiding and abetting. His 
sentencing will also take place as 
early as October.
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Cooper named to Academic All-Area Team

NC team on target in shooting sports competition
Reaves wins 
national 
4-H title for 
sporting clays

By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7808 

It wasn’t quite mission 
accomplished for the North 
Carolina shotgun team 
during the 4-H Shooting 
Sports National Champi-
onships in Grand Island, 
Nebraska, but it was a his-
toric and successful perfor-
mance nonetheless. 

Zack Reaves of Wilson 
carried the banner as the 
4-H national champion 
in the shotgun sporting 
clays competition while 
the four-shooter team of 
Reaves, Tommy Fulghum 
of Wilson, Nathan Kiger 
of Nashville and Luke 
Barker of Siler City placed 
fourth out of 27 in the 
overall shotgun results.

Reaves had the best 
individual showing from 
the N.C. team as he placed 
fifth in the overall shotgun 
standings.

“I was disappointed to 
see that I didn’t do as well 
as I know I could have, 

but at the same time, I 
know the kids that were 
up there,” he said. “I know 
what I’ve put into it, so, I 
can guarantee that they 
earned their spot up on 
that podium.”

Reaves posted a score of 
90 on June 22, the first day 
of the competition. That 
was good enough to make 
him a national champion 
in shotgun sporting clays.

Reaves said just getting 
acclimated to the ubiqui-

tous Nebraska wind was 
half the battle.

“Ah, well, it was tough. 
They set out a pretty good 
course on the first day,” he 
said. “Shooting out west is 
a lot different than shoot-
ing here. Out west you’ve 
got serious wind. Right at 
about 12 o’clock in the af-
ternoon, the wind picks up 
to about 30 to 45 mph every 
single day like clockwork. 
When you get out there, 
it changes the whole dy-

namic when you’re shoot-
ing. I mean, it’s incredible. 
Somebody who can go out 
there and shoot 95 or 94 
might end up shooting an 
86 or maybe 87, just simply 
because of the differences 
on the wind.”

Barker’s score of 95 in 
shotgun skeet shooting 
on the second day of com-
petition June 23 was the 
best for the N.C. team, but 
it didn’t even land Barker 
in the top 10 as he placed 

13th. Reaves was next, ty-
ing three others for 14th 
place after also shooting a 
95. Kiger tied for 19th with 
a 94 in the N.C. team’s fi-
nal counting score.

Barker led the way in the 
final leg of shooting on June 
24 with a 96 in shotgun trap. 
Kiger was next with a 94 
while Fulghum supplied the 
final N.C. score with a 92.

After finishing fourth 
in the team shotgun skeet 
competition, the N.C. quartet 
dropped to sixth in the shot-
gun trap team standings.

The shotgun team, 
coached by Jimmy Staley 
of Mocksville, was part 
of the North Carolina 
shooting sports team that 
finished second in the 
overall standings, called 
“the sweepstakes,” behind 
Louisiana. However, the 
only national champions 
from N.C., besides Reaves, 
were Luke Chappin in 
muzzle loader and Jacob 
Durham, who was the top 
finisher in the third day of 
hunting skills shooting.

Reaves was delighted to be 
part of the N.C. contingent.

“I got the chance to actu-
ally meet a bunch of those 
people for the first time 
and they’re all great, great 
kids,” he said. “Everybody 
that I shot with, everybody 
that spent the time to go 
out to Nebraska — I mean, 

every single one of them 
— just standup people. 
It was nice to be able to 
experience people from 
all over the state and, you 
know, be 1,400 miles away 
from home at the same 
time. That was awesome. 
They’re all a bunch of 
great people.”

This was the final year of 
competition for Reaves and 
Fulghum at the 4-H level, 
but Reaves said he plans 
to keep on shooting. He 
is hoping to attend North 
Carolina State University 
after spending his fresh-
man year enrolled in class-
es at East Carolina Univer-
sity. Reaves said he will try 
out for the Wolfpack’s club 
shooting sports team, but 
he’s already eyeing a big-
ger prize.

“I’m really considering 
going for an Olympic run 
in bunker trap,” he said. 
“That’s what they shoot 
in the Olympics, and I’m 
strongly considering it.”

Now that his 4-H shoot-
ing days are over, Reaves 
has a national champion-
ship to show for it as well 
as something more valu-
able.

“Just being with coaches 
that I was with, and hav-
ing the chance to meet 
some of the best friends 
I’ll ever have in my life,” 
he said.

HIGH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

Firebirds continue Wolfpack pipeline

From staff reports 

Southern Nash High 
two-sport standout Kierst-

in Cooper has 
been named 
to The Wilson 
Times’ Farris 
& Thomas 
Law Attor-
neys 2021 
Academic All-
Area Team.

The Times, a sister 
newspaper of The En-
terprise, announced its 
All-Area Team selections 
this week. The following 
factors earned Cooper a 
place on the Academic All-
Area girls’ team:

• Two-sport standout 
for the Ladybirds who 
captured the 3-A Big East 
Conference Pitcher of the 

Year award as a senior.
• Struck out 93 batters 

and walked 43 during the 
2021 season. 

• Part of a Southern 
Nash program that has 
won 29 straight Big East 
games and the last three 
contested conference 
championships.

• Two-time Big East all-
conference softball selection.

• Earned the Coaches 
Award for volleyball.

• Owner of a 3.8 grade 
point average.

• Active in the Beta Club 
and Future Farmers of 
America as well as travel 
softball.

• Annual volunteer at 
the Momeyer Ruritan Club 
chicken plate sale.

• Works at Vardy Hu-
man Performance Center 

in Wendell.
• Has signed with Bar-

ton College.
Abbey Thomas, a three-

sport star and top-10 stu-
dent at Charles B. Aycock 
High in Pikeville, was 
named the Times’ Farris 
& Thomas Law Attorneys 
Female Student-Athlete of 
the Year. Wilson County 
home-schooler Jacob Di-
enes, who’s signed to play 
baseball at N.C. State Uni-
versity, is the newspaper’s 
selection for Male Student-
Athlete of the Year. 

ALL-AREA GIRLS

Joining Cooper on the 
girls’ Academic All-Area 
Team are the following 
student-athletes:

• Jessica Avery, Fike.

• Paige Barnes, Wilson 
Christian.

• Kinslee Braddy, Hunt.
• Brianna Garbrandt, 

SouthWest Edgecombe.
• Annie Greene, Bed-

dingfield.
• Katlyn Parrish, 

Charles B. Aycock.
• Ashley Pendergrass, 

Fike. 
• Mackenzie Tyson, 

Hunt. 
• Olivia Walker, Com-

munity Christian. 

ALL-AREA BOYS

The following male stu-
dent-athletes were named 
to the Times’ Academic 
All-Area Team: 

• Devyn Bullock, Wilson 
Preparatory.

• David Cardenas-Cis-

neros, Hunt.
• Tyson Davis, Greene 

Central.
• Jeremy Dawson, 

Greene Central.
• Alberto Herrera, Wil-

son Preparatory.
• Blaize Keen, Hunt.
• Cabell Metts, Green-

field.
• Zach Naughton, 

Charles B. Aycock.
• William Powell, 

Greenfield.
• Tucker Williams, 

Greene Central. 

HONORABLE MENTIONS

The Wilson Times 
awarded the following 
honorable mentions for 
girls student-athletes:

• Parker Barnes, Hunt.
• Shelby Crocker, North 

Johnston.
• Lindsay Curlings, Fike.
• Ellarie Fatzaun, Hunt. 
• Ali Parbst, Hunt. 
• Makenzie Sadler, Fike. 
• Laura Ann Taylor, Hunt. 
• Kaylee Tucker, Greene 

Central. 
• Rachel Westbrook, 

Hunt.
The Wilson Times 

awarded the following 
honorable mentions for 
boys student-athletes:

• Jadel Davis, Southern 
Nash.

• Jacob Harper, Com-
munity Christian.

• A.J. Kovach, Hunt.
• James Rodriguez, 

Charles B. Aycock. 
• Kodi Shalabi, Hunt.
• Adam Strickland, Hunt. 
• Jayden Willis, Greene 

Central. 

Cooper

Edmundson, Vick 
commit to NC State 
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7808 

Former Southern Nash High star run-
ning back Zonovan “Bam” Knight wasn’t 
the first Firebird to play football at North 
Carolina State University, but he has 
started a mini-pipeline from Stanhope to 
Raleigh.

Knight’s former teammate and cousin, 
Darius Edmundson, committed June 22 
to the Wolfpack as a junior college trans-
fer from Louisburg College, while South-
ern Nash rising senior Jackson Vick gave 
his verbal commitment to N.C. State 
nearly a week later. Both players are ex-
pected to play in the defensive secondary 
for the Wolfpack. 

Edmundson may be able to enroll this 
fall if he completes summer school while 
Vick is set to start play in 2022 after he 
graduates from Southern Nash.

Edmundson, the 2018-19 Tom Ham 
Athlete of the Year as presented by The 
Wilson Times, signed with the National 
Junior College Athletic Association Hur-
ricanes in his senior year at Southern 
Nash. But he redshirted his first season 
at Louisburg and then the 2021 season 

was reduced to a pair of exhibition 
games because of COVID-19.

Vick enjoyed a breakout junior season 
at running back this spring, running for 
1,072 yards and 15 touchdowns as he 
was named offensive player of the year 
by both 3-A Big East Conference coaches 
and The Wilson Times for its All-Area 
team.

Vick had received scholarship offers 
from such in-state NCAA Division I 
programs Duke, East Carolina, Wake 
Forest and Appalachian State as well as 
Syracuse.

NEXT YEAR NEARLY HERE

The NCHSAA concluded its 2020-21 
athletic year on the last weekend of June, 
the latest it’s ever held championship 
competitions because of the pandemic-
altered schedule. However, the athletic 
year didn’t begin until November with 
the start of volleyball and cross-country 
seasons.

A little more than a month after the 
NCSHSAA baseball, girls tennis, track 
and field and wrestling championships 
wrapped up, teams will begin official 
practice for fall sports. That’s right, 
Monday, Aug. 2, is the first official day 
of practice for football, boys soccer, girls 
tennis, cross-country and volleyball.

Conference affiliations have changed 

for many area NCHSAA member 
schools. All four Nash County teams — 
Southern Nash, Northern Nash, Rocky 
Mount and Nash Central — are taking 
the Big East name to a 2-A/3-A configura-
tion that includes 3-A Big East holdover 
Franklinton as well as 1-A/2-A Northern 
Carolina Conference migrants Bunn and 
Roanoke Rapids, both 2-A, and Louis-
burg, a 1-A NCC program now 2-A. 

Southern Nash running back Jackson 
Vick (26), fending off a Heritage defender 
during a March 6 game in Wake Forest, has 
verbally committed to N.C. State University 
as a defensive back. Amberleigh Dornseif | 

Special to The Enterprise 

Southern Nash senior Darius Edmundson 
runs with the ball during the Firebirds’ 
season opener Aug. 17, 2018, at home 
against Cary Green Hope. Edmundson, now 
a rising redshirt sophomore at Louisburg 
College, has verbally committed to play 
at N.C. State University starting in 2022. 
Bunnie Hagler | Special to The Enterprise 

The North Carolina 4-H shooting sports shotgun team, from left, coach Jimmy Staley of 
Mocksville, Zack Reaves of Wilson, Luke Barker of Siler City, Tommy Fulghum of Wilson 
and Nathan Kiger of Nashville finished fifth in the overall shotgun team standings at the 
4-H Shooting Sports National Championships in Grand Island, Neb. Contributed photo
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Zebulon’s longtime 
mayor to retire 
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

ZEBULON — An era is coming to an 
end in Zebulon.

Mayor Bob Matheny 
won’t be running for re-
election this November 
after more than 40 years as 
an elected official, he an-
nounced.

“It’s just time,” Matheny 
said. “I had a real good 
friend tell me, ‘You’ll know 

when it’s time.’ He was right. It’s time.”
He and his wife Ann Davis Matheny, a 

Zebulon native, moved to town in 1970 
after Matheny completed his service in 
the U.S. Navy. He’s been serving Zebu-
lon ever since.

Matheny was a charter member 
of the Zebulon Rescue Squad and 
its first captain, starting in 1974, the 
same year he was first elected to the 
Board of Commissioners. He served 
on the planning board two years prior 
to that. 

Matheny was elected mayor in 1993, 
a position he’s held ever since. Except 
for a brief three-year period in the 
late 1980s, Matheny has served as an 
elected official for most of his life in 
Zebulon.

“When I first ran for office, I had no 
ideas that I’d be sitting here all these 
years later,” Matheny said. “I got into 
the groove if you will, and every time 
there was an election, there was some-
thing of great interest to me that I want-
ed to see it through.”

While that could be true this year as 
well, Matheny said he’s ready to live 
without having to schedule his life 
around board meetings. He’s look-
ing forward to spending time fishing 
and visiting his three children and two 
grandsons.

But he’s not leaving Zebulon.
“I have a lot of institutional knowl-

edge, and I’ve made it clear that if 
there’s any questions they think I can 
answer, just call,” Matheny said. “I still 
want to help, but it’s just time for me to 
have some of my own time.”

Over 46 years, Matheny has seen a lot 
change.

“Obviously in Zebulon, I’ve seen 
it go from a very small town. We’re 
still a small town, but we’re much 
larger than we were then, and we’re 
expanding rather rapidly now,” Ma-
theny said. “We’re seeing a lot more 
residential growth now than I saw 
over a lot of those years. We’ve al-
ways had a very strong industrial tax 
base. Now we’re seeing more of a bal-
ance come along.”

Having a better balance in the tax 
base will be beneficial for future 
boards, he said. If a town loses a large 
industry, it would greatly affect the 
town’s operations. If the town loses a 

house, it can still survive, he said.
“We don’t want to lose either,” Ma-

theny emphasized. “But there’s safety 
in having that balance.”

He’s also seen the highway system 
change. When he first moved to Ze-
bulon, all traffic had to go through the 
center of town. Now it’s on the verge of 
being off an interstate.

“Downtown, we’re working re-
ally hard to bring it back, if you will,” 
Matheny said. “When I first came to 
Zebulon in 1970, my memory is that all 
of those stores were full down there. 
... We have a lot of vacancy now, but 
we’re seeing a resurgence. It’ll take 
some time to see those fill out, but that 
is changing.”

Matheny has also been personally 
involved in a lot of the big changes in 
town. He’s very proud of his work, he 
said, including bringing the GlaxoS-
mithKline manufacturing plant to town 
in the ‘80s and the Carolina Mudcats’ 
Five-County Stadium in the early ‘90s.

Other accomplishments he touted: 
Matheny also mentions the annexation 
of Wakefield.

“That was a big step for us to jump 
across that highway and take Wakefield 
into the corporate limit,” Matheny said. 
“That’s allowed us to expand in other 
developments as well.”

Much of the growth in that area is the 
direct result of annexing those homes 
and making utilities available to them, 
he said.

Matheny was also proud of the 
town offices moving into the old 
Wakelon School. He held at least 18 
presentations about the costs and 
benefits of making the school into 
the current Zebulon Town Hall. His 
wife also worked on the project as 
the head of the Friends of Wakelon 
group.

“I never worried about accolades,” 
Matheny said. “The job is more impor-
tant than the title. Everybody likes to 
get recognized for their efforts. I’d be 
lying if I didn’t say that, but I always 
tried to put the job first.”

That’s his advice for his successor as 
well. Matheny recommends the next 
mayor and all people interested in pub-
lic service immerse themselves in the 
work and learn how local municipali-
ties work. A lot of people don’t under-
stand what municipal governments are 
in charge of versus state governments, 
he said.

Matheny also recommends potential 
commissioners learn Roberts’ Rules of 
Order and how to conduct a meeting. 
But most of all, it’s important to put the 
job and the people first, he says.

“I tried to do a good job,” Matheny 
said. “There’s people out there who say 
I did, and there’s people out there who 
say I didn’t. That’s just the way life is. 
You do the best you can and you keep 
trying.”

Matheny

North Carolina can 
end the digital divide 

Across 
North Car-
olina, the 
COVID-19 
pandemic 
rapidly 
and radi-
cally al-
tered how 
we work, 
learn and 

connect with friends and 
family. Broadband inter-
net instantly became criti-
cal for residents to learn 
and work remotely, find 
jobs and even access tele-
medicine.

The pandemic showed 
us that many North Caro-
linians lack the access, 
financial means, devices 
or skills needed to fully 
participate in today’s digi-
tal society. As we emerge 
from the pandemic and 
our economy recovers, too 
many North Carolinians 
are at risk of being left be-
hind unless we help them 
get connected.

Gov. Roy Cooper is 
committed to closing the 
digital divide so all North 
Carolinians can benefit 
from high-speed internet 
for education, jobs and 
health care.

Today, at least 1.1 mil-
lion households in North 
Carolina are on the wrong 
side of the digital divide:

• 4% of urban house-
holds and 35% of rural 
households lack adequate 
broadband infrastructure.

• 24% of white house-
holds, 32% of Latino house-
holds, 36% of Black house-
holds and 43% of American 
Indian households do not 
have high-speed internet 
subscriptions.

• 19% of households 
with children do not have 
the infrastructure or sub-
scriptions.

Many barriers keep 
residents from accessing 
high-speed internet: in-
frastructure, affordability 
and digital literacy. Simply 
having broadband access 
does not mean having the 
skills, training or tools to 
use it.

But, with significant 
investments over the next 
four years, North Carolina 
can become a national 
leader, ranking in the top 
five states for high-speed 
internet adoption by 2025.

Gov. Cooper proposes 
investing $1.2 billion in 
federal American Rescue 
Plan funds in three key 
areas:

• Infrastructure and 
access — $600 million to 
rapidly build infrastruc-
ture for high-speed inter-
net in unserved areas.

• Accessibility — $420 

million to promote and 
continue federal programs 
for affordable internet 
such as the Emergency 
Broadband Benefit Pro-
gram.

• Digital literacy — $165 
million to provide de-
vices, training and tools 
to connect to the digital 
economy.

More details of the gov-
ernor’s plan can be found 
at www.broadband.gov/
digital-divide.

With these investments, 
North Carolina can 
achieve digital equity. In 
every corner of the state, 
residents will be able to 
access and adopt afford-
able, high-speed internet 
and feel enabled to use 
it for jobs, education and 
health opportunities. They 
will then be able to help 
drive the state’s economy 
forward.

The pandemic offers 
a unique opportunity to 
end the digital divide in 
North Carolina. Bold in-
vestments can allow all 
residents to enjoy more 
abundant, better educated 
and healthier lives in a 
prosperous, innovative 
state.

Jim Weaver is North Caro-
lina’s state chief informa-
tion officer.   

NC Senate budget 
heading to a veto 

Wouldn’t it be nice 
if our state elected of-
ficials worked together 
amicably to craft a bien-
nial budget? One with 
the primary purpose of 
meeting needs instead of 
furthering political agen-
das. One passed in time 
to begin the new fiscal 

budget year.
For a while, in January, it looked 

like that might happen. The governor, 
House speaker and Senate leader were 
making nice about cooperating, but 
that didn’t last long. Gov. Roy Cooper 
presented his budget proposals and 
they immediately started collecting dust 
on legislative shelves. It was evident the 
three couldn’t even agree on a target 
amount of spending the first year. Coo-
per wanted $26.6 billion. The House ad-
vocated for $26.4 billion and the Senate 
$25.5 billion. 

With a July 1 start of the new fiscal 
year staring it in the face, the Senate 
finally presented a $25.7 billion budget 
on June 21. The House indicated it would 
be mid-July before that chamber put its 
proposal forward. The final product will 
be north of $26 billion, if history is any 
indicator. 

We could go into detail discussing the 
pros and cons of the Senate budget, but 
it’s not worth the effort. If that proposal 
— or anything similar to it — ends up 
passing, it will be dead on arrival on 
Cooper’s desk. He will veto for several 
reasons, but perhaps the biggest is the 
special provisions contained in the docu-
ment. 

By their very nature, special provisions 
are not actual spending proposals. They 
are items lawmakers want to become 
law but don’t have enough votes to pass 
through the regular legislative process. 
Three of these provisions slipped into the 
budget are thinly veiled attacks against 
Democrats.

The first would limit future governors 
from declaring a state of emergency last-
ing more than 10 days. To extend it 45 
more days would require approval from 
the Council of State; additional exten-
sions would require the legislature’s ap-
proval. 

Most emergencies, like weather-
related events, are shortlived, but when 
people are suffering or in danger, we 
don’t need partisan political debates 
and committee decisions. Republicans 
didn’t like when Cooper shut down 
businesses and was slow to reopen 
them during the pandemic. His deci-
sions are largely affirmed. Our state 
reacted better than many during the 
pandemic, and our economy has re-
bounded well.

The second is aimed at Democratic 
state Attorney General Josh Stein. It 
would require the attorney general to 
obtain approval from the Council of 

State before getting involved in litigation 
within out-of-state or federal courts in 
which the state isn’t already specifically 
named. The AG could not agree to legal 
settlements involving constitutional 
challenges of state law without the ap-
proval of the Senate leader and House 
speaker. 

The legislature was mad because Stein 
approved the settlement of a lawsuit 
that allowed the deadline for receipt of 
absentee ballots to be extended to nine 
days after Election Day. He had also 
joined other states in challenging deci-
sions made in areas like the Endangered 
Species Act, DACA and the U.S. Postal 
Service. Legislators say these are politi-
cal lawsuits and the attorney general 
should not be involved without their ap-
proval.

The third provision takes aim at the 
Democratic-controlled State Board of 
Elections. It would remove the orga-
nization’s investigative authority and 
transfer it to the State Bureau of Inves-
tigation, an agency already overloaded 
with work. The board has three mem-
bers from the party of the sitting gov-
ernor and two from the opposing party. 
Republican leadership was angered 
when the board voted unanimously 
last year to accept a settlement agree-
ment that would allow November’s 
elections to go forward. The SBOE 
would have no power to agree to court 
settlements when the legislature is not 
in session.

Not only will these power grabs be 
quickly vetoed, but they are likely 
unconstitutional and shortsighted. 
Republican leadership is failing to 
acknowledge that the pandemic was 
a once-in-a-century disaster and ig-
noring the reality that sooner or later, 
the political shoe will be on the other 
foot. 

It will be interesting to see how the 
House budget compares and contrasts 
with the Senate version. The larger ques-
tion is whether Cooper’s veto will stick, 
as it has in recent years. We will watch 
with fascination whether the four Demo-
crats who voted for the Senate budget 
will fold under extreme pressure and 
vote along party lines or vote to override 
the veto. 

Time will tell whether we are still in a 
time warp or can approve the first state 
budget since 2017. State government is 
becoming as partisan and ineffective as 
our federal government.

Tom Campbell is a North Carolina Hall 
of Fame broadcaster and columnist 
who has covered North Carolina 
public policy issues since 1965. He 
recently retired from writing, produc-
ing and moderating the statewide 
half-hour TV program “N.C. Spin” 
that aired for 22 ½ years. Contact him 
at tomcamp@carolinabroadcasting.
com.

TOM 
CAMPBELL
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Beware of hackers, malware and computer viruses 
For this 

edition 
of the 
Peachtree 
News col-
umn, I am 
going to 
start dif-
ferently. I 
believe we 

need to take heed.
First, with an apology for 

not having the column in 
the paper last week. Sec-
ond with a warning and 
why it wasn’t in the paper.

I work on my column 
during the week and fin-
ish it on Sunday after I get 
all the information I need 
from church.

I opened my computer 
before I left for church to 
print what I needed for 
Sunday school. Everything 
was fine. When we came 
home, I opened the com-
puter and noticed it looked 
different. There was no 
desktop. I have shortcuts 
to my files on my desktop. 

I looked for my files, 
but I couldn’t find them, 
so I called my son, Robby. 
Robby is my computer 
guy. He is a former Mi-
crosoft employee and 
now owns his own com-
puter company in Tacoma, 
Washington. Well, being 
the Fourth of July holiday, 
he wasn’t at home.

I tried to get my files 
back to no avail. I gave up 
and texted my editors tell-
ing them there would be 
no column this week.

I decided not to give up 
and I started to try to get 
my files back. I noticed 
Dropbox kept appearing 
on my desktop. Dropbox 
is where all my informa-
tion is stored on the cloud. 
Sure enough, there were 
my files. I did what Drop-
box said and got some 
of them back and moved 
them to my desktop.

I receive messages from 
readers on my Messager, 
Facebook and AOL I knew 
Messager had information 
on it from some readers, 
so I opened it up. Wow! 
The computer went wild. It 
rang, warning pictures from 
Microsoft started flashing 
and then the unthinkable 
happened. It locked up.

A message appeared 
saying it was from Micro-
soft and my Microsoft was 
compromised. It told me 
not to turn off my com-
puter and to call the num-
ber on the screen. Well, I 
turned my computer off 
and called my son again. 
No luck getting him.

I turned the computer 
back on. It went crazy 
again. I again turned it off 
to wait for my son.

Robby called on July 7 
wanting to know what had 
happened. I explained and 
he said it was a good thing 
I didn’t call that number 
and to give him about 
10 minutes. Ten minutes 
later, it was fixed.

Robby explained I had 
been hacked. If I had 
called that number, the 
person on the line would 
have asked for money 
and I would have given a 
complete opening into my 
computer and all my files.

Robby can get into my 
computer, but he has an-
tivirus and anti-malware 
programs on it that keep 
others out.

So, after this long story, 
be warned. There are too 
many dishonest people 
out there doing all kinds 
of bad things.

If you have not initiated 
the call, be aware! Don’t 
call it. It may be legitimate 
or it may not! We get scam 
calls every day. Be aware.   

Pianist Jane May played 
a beautiful solo at church 
on Sunday. Pastor Gene 
Whitehouse played a 
video presentation for the 
song “Unspoken Request” 
by The McKameys. This 
group filmed this song in 
Redwood Forest, Califor-
nia. You may watch this 
video on YouTube.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Fran Bunn Farmer 

in loving honor of her hus-
band Bob for his birthday 
on July 7.

Pastor’s message: “Jesus 
Can Do Anything,” with 
Scripture from Luke 8: 40-56.

The memory verse for 
the month of July is 1 Pe-
ter 2:16. 

‘TOTALLY DEPLETED’ 

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “Totally Depleted” 
by Anne Graham Lotz, from 
“Fixing My Eyes on Jesus.”

“The law of the Lord is 
perfect, reviving the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are 
trustworthy, making wise 
the simple.” — Psalm 19:7.

“Do you sometimes 
wake up and realize 
you’re just totally deplet-
ed? Physically, emotion-
ally, and spiritually?

“I certainly do. And 
when I examine myself, 
often I find that my dry-
ness of spirit can be traced 
to three things:

“1. I’m neglecting my 
Bible study.

“2. I’m rushing through 
my prayers. I might as 
well be saying, ‘Now I lay 
me down to sleep...’ My 
prayers don’t go much 
deeper than that!

“3. I’m not listening to the 
voice of the Lord because 
I’m just too busy to be still.

“God reveals that He 
lives ‘in a high and holy 
place, but also with Him 
who is contrite and lowly 
in spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the lowly and to revive 
the heart of the contrite’ 
(Isaiah 57:15). So, carve 
out the time you need to 
spend with the Lord, to 
confess your sins, to read 
His Word, to meditate and 
to pray. Be revived today.”

‘PRAYER PARTNERS’

My devotion this week is 
“Prayer Partners With God.” 

“Have you ever faced a 
situation that was so over-
whelming or so confusing 
you didn’t even know how 
to pray about it?  Have you 
ever been so overcome with 
grief or burdened by heart-
ache you couldn’t put your 
emotions into words — 
much less pray about them?

“What a comfort these 
words should be: ‘The Spir-
it helps us in our weakness. 
We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit Himself intercedes 
for us… in accordance with 
God’s will’ (Romans 8:26-
27 NIV).”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Peachtree deacons held 
their meeting on July 6. 

• Peachtree held its 
church conference at noon 
on Sunday. 

• The Women’s Mis-
sionary Union will hold its 
second meeting at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 14. The 
ladies will continue their 
discussion of WMU busi-
ness. They are planning 
their annual Appalachian 
Backpack Ministry and 
a food drive starting in 
July for the Kennedy Chil-
dren’s Home. They will 
start sending cards and 
letters and making phone 
calls to shut-ins. 

• The Peachtree Men’s 
Ministry will meet for the 
first time since the pandem-
ic at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 
15. Dinner will be served. 
Hope you men will be back! 

• Sunday school has 
started. See you at 9:45 
a.m. on Sunday. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Jane May celebrated 
her birthday with friends 
singing “Happy Birthday” 
to her on May 10.

• Bob Bunn was treated 
to dinner by his wife at 
Parker’s Barbecue on his 
birthday July 7. 

• Melba Hobgood was 
treated to lunch by her 
sister Diane and friends 
Pat Bass and Nan Bissette 
on July 7. 

• Ephesus Baptist 
Church will present a 
Family Movie Night for the 

community at 6:45 p.m. 
Friday, July 30. This will 
be a couples date night 
movie, “Fireproof.” There 
will be a movie for the chil-
dren as well. Participants 
are asked to observe so-
cial distancing and public 
health guidelines. Ephesus 
Baptist shows family mov-
ies on the last Friday of 
every month.

• Floods Chapel will 
start its men’s breakfast at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 21.    

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 

need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Dorothy Nelson, 
Bill Wakefield and Gail 
Brantley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Del-
cie Wakefield, Norman 
Whitley, Bert Eason, Jim 
English, father-in-law to 
Aaron Edwards, Nancy 
Law, mother-in-law to 
Adam Edwards, and Wal-
lace Edwards.

• Undergoing treatment:  
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley and Deborah 

Massey.
• Under doctors’ care: 

Melba and Jerry Hobgood. 
• In the hospital: Martha 

Edwards.
• Pray for the people 

and first responders in 
Surfside, Florida, involved 
in the apartment building 
collapse. 

• Birthday blessings to 
Jimmy Baines (July 1), 
Paige Macquin and Barba-
ra Sykes (July 2), Melanie 
May (July 3), Bobby Bunn 
(July 7), Glenn Brooks 
and Maru Jane May (July 
10), Sue Griffin (July 12), 
Derrick Pittman (July 13), 

Drew Griffin (July 16), 
Tabitha Edwards (July 25) 
and Bill Nelson (July 28). 

If you have news, 
please call or email me. 
My email address is mfp-
bun@aol.com. My phone 
number is 252-478-2846. 
I will need your news no 
later than 2 p.m. on Sun-
days. 

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays two weeks be-
fore the events. 

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN
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Reckoning with our history 
Hav-

ing gone 
through 
a tenure 
battle at 
the Uni-
versity 
of North 
Carolina 
at Chapel 

Hill based, in part, on 
conflicting views about 
how history of racism 
should be taught in our 
schools, it is refreshing 
to encounter “How the 
Word is Passed: A Reck-
oning with the History of 
Slavery Across America” 
by Clint Smith. The book 
debuted last month at No. 
1 on The New York Times 
bestseller list.

Smith, a New Orleans 
native, Davidson College 
graduate, Harvard Ph.D. 
and staff writer for The 
Atlantic, explores race 
and racism not simply by 
preaching or pontificat-
ing. Instead, he takes his 
readers to places where 
stories of race and racism 
are told by real people.

Smith’s first stop is at 
Monticello, where guides 
not only tell of Thomas 
Jefferson’s genius and 
lovely home. They also 
tell how he managed 
more than 100 slaves, 
including six who were 
his own children. He sold 
slaves to get funds to pay 
his debts. Finally, at his 
death, all his slaves were 
sold, breaking up many 
of their families. 

This man whose words 
inspired our high ideals is 
forever connected to his 
participation in the insti-
tution of slavery.

Smith visits Whitney 
Plantation in Louisiana 

where guides and exhibits 
describe the ill treatment 
of slaves whose labor in 
sugarcane and cotton 
fields created exorbitant 
sums for plantation own-
ers and businesses in 
New York and London.

The nearby Louisiana 
State Penitentiary is on 
the site of Angola, a gi-
gantic plantation. The 
prison has become a 
modern enslaver and ex-
ploiter of its mostly Black 
inmates.

At Bradford Cemetery 
in Petersburg, Virginia, 
Confederate soldiers 
from the Battle of the 
Crater are buried. To-
day, reunions of such 
organizations as Sons 
of Confederate Veterans 
demonstrate that the 
“Lost Cause” is still alive, 
preserving and strength-
ening the ideals of white 
supremacism.

In Galveston, Texas, 
events of Juneteenth are 
remembered by some 
current residents who are 
descendants of slaves lib-
erated on June 19, 1865. 
Smith learns that many of 
the supposedly free peo-
ple were quickly returned 
to slave-like repression.

In New York City, he 
learns this city had the 
second-largest slave mar-
ket next to Charleston. 
Banks and businesses 
in the city were deeply 
involved with wealth cre-
ated by slaves in the cot-
ton fields of the South.

Finally, Smith takes 
us to Africa and Senegal 
where the “Door of No 
Return” has drawn tour-
ists and pilgrims because 
it is said that millions of 
Africans departed from 

this place in slave ships. 
In fact, only about 35,000 
left from this place. But 
Smith believes that the 
myth of the millions de-
parting is as important 
as if it were fact.  As one 
Senegalese told him, 
“One slave is too many.”

Smith persuades us that 
a good way to learn about 
the impact of slavery and 
racism is to visit those plac-
es where significant events 
occurred or people lived 
and worked. Such places 
are almost everywhere.

I thought of the monu-
ments to slavery and 
racism in my hometown, 
Davidson, where Smith 
went to college. The 
school’s greatest benefac-
tor before the Civil War 
was Maxwell Chambers, 
a slaveholder and cot-
ton broker who provided 
funds for a magnificent 
campus building. Al-
though the building 
burned 100 years ago, 
its ghost appears during 
the dry seasons when the 
outline of its foundations 
is marked by dying grass.

We took great pride that 
Confederate General D.H. 
Hill is buried in the town 
graveyard. We bragged 
that both Hill and Stone-
wall Jackson had married 
daughters of the first Da-
vidson president.

Smith’s book has prompt-
ed many other memories of 
how my beloved hometown 
and college were part of 
an oppressive system of 
white dominance. Next 
time Smith and I are in 
town at the same time, we 
can talk about the impact of 
the town and campus and 
reckon with our common 
history.

Did politics cost Wolfpack their shot? 
As an N.C. State alum 

and avid fan, I was dis-
mayed and disappointed 
when the NCAA threw 
the Wolfpack baseball 
team out of the College 
World Series.

Then it got political.
“Politics” was the word 

head coach Elliot Avent 
used when pressed about his team’s 
COVID-19 vaccinations: “If you want to 
talk baseball, we can talk baseball. If you 
want to talk politics or stuff like that, you 
can go talk to my head of sports medi-
cine.”

Then the politicians piled on. Former 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory, who is 
running for U.S. Senate, started a peti-
tion: “The NCAA may have tried to 
CANCEL the NC State Wolfpack, but 
we won’t let their nonsense continue. 
Sign our petition to DEMAND the NCAA 
President be FIRED and that NC State be 
able to compete for a championship!”

The controversy reignited what The 
News & Observer called “a years-long 
feud between North Carolina Republi-
cans and the NCAA.” 

The NCAA had canceled events in 
North Carolina after the legislature en-
acted and McCrory signed the controver-
sial House Bill 2 transgender bathroom 
bill. The bill contributed to his narrow 
loss to Democrat Roy Cooper in 2016.

Republican U.S. Sen. Thom Tillis 
took a swing at bat. He said the NCAA 
“embarrassed itself” and the Wolfpack 
deserved a shot to play for the cham-
pionship. More than 60 Republican 
legislators, and three Democrats, signed 
a letter demanding that NCAA officials 
answer questions about the disqualifica-
tion.

All this raises a question: Why didn’t 
the players get vaccinated long ago and 
avoid the risk of disqualification?

The answer may be that universities 
were told they couldn’t require vaccina-
tions. In an April 29 memo to university 
chancellors, UNC System President Pe-
ter Hans wrote:

“Public health officials across the coun-
try are working toward full vaccination 
by lowering barriers to access, creating 
incentives, and persuading hesitant com-

munity members. In the absence of clear 
legal authority for a mandate, the UNC 
System will follow a similar approach.”

Hans’ statement about “no clear legal 
authority for a mandate” is arguable, 
some lawyers maintain. 

Duke and Wake Forest, both private 
universities, require vaccinations. The 
University of Virginia and Virginia Tech, 
both public universities, do too. Students 
entering the UNC system students have 
to prove they’ve had a series of immuni-
zations — diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis, 
measles, mumps, rubella and Hepatitis 
B.

Hans, the UNC president, is a savvy 
and experienced political player. He’s a 
Republican who is liked and respected 
by Democrats, myself included. He has 
to be sensitive to the legislature, which 
appoints the Board of Governors, which 
has the power to hire and fire presidents.

UNC-Chapel Hill has been embroiled 
for weeks now in the Nikole Hannah-
Jones tenure controversy. In today’s cli-
mate, Hans may well have felt the need 
to consult with powerful Republican 
politicians like Senate President Pro-
tem Phil Berger and House Speaker Tim 
Moore about vaccination mandates.

Just as some people at UNC-Chapel 
Hill believe Berger opposed Hannah-
Jones, some people at N.C. State are 
certain Berger’s hand was behind Hans’s 
stance.

Since the pandemic erupted last year, 
Republican politicians in North Carolina 
and across the country have mocked 
mask-wearing, opposed shutdowns and 
resisted vaccinations.

Now, when you see some of the same 
politicians blaming the NCAA for the 
Wolfpack’s fate, ask yourself where the 
ultimate responsibility lies. COVID vac-
cinations have become political, and that 
has consequences. 

N.C. State’s lost dream of a national 
baseball championship is the latest con-
sequence.

Gary Pearce was a reporter and editor at 
The News & Observer, a political con-
sultant and an adviser to Gov. Jim Hunt 
(1976-84 and 1992-2000). He blogs about 
politics and public policy at www.New-
DayforNC.com.    

D.G. 
MARTIN

GARY 
PEARCE

Body cam footage made public despite court delays 
By Jordan Wilkie
Carolina Public Press

GRAHAM — A judge 
last week declined to force 
the Alamance County 
Sheriff’s Office and the 
Graham Police Depart-
ment to turn over body 
camera footage from an 
October march that he 
previously ordered be 

produced to a coalition 
of news media organiza-
tions. 

Superior Court Judge 
Andrew Hanford said the 
matter is now under the 
N.C. Court of Appeals’ ju-
risdiction. 

“There’s one order,” 
Hanford said. “It’s been 
appealed. Let’s see what 
the Court of Appeals has 

to say about what hap-
pened.”

Despite the legal set-
back, the public will see 
some of the body cam 
footage from the Oct. 31 “I 
am Change: March to the 
Polls” event in Graham 
because an individual 
charged in the incident 
has released footage 
obtained in her case to 
Carolina Public Press and 
other news agencies. 

These videos show 
officers deploying pep-
per spray on a Black-led 
group of marchers that 
includes children, the el-
derly and people with dis-
abilities.  

Graham police arrested 
Kelly Skahan, a lawyer 
who volunteered as an 
election observer for the 
Democratic Party, on 
since-dropped misde-
meanor charges when law 
enforcement attempted to 
clear downtown Graham.

Skahan, based in Wash-
ington state, received the 
body camera footage from 
the Alamance County 
district attorney’s office as 
part of her successful legal 
defense.

Skahan released the 
videos to Carolina Public 
Press and other news 
media outlets because the 
prosecutorial process has 
been unusually opaque, 
she said. Several protest-
ers are still facing criminal 
proceedings, and their 
lives are being interrupt-
ed, she said. 

“I think it was important 
for the public to see what 
was on the body camera 
videos that the county 
and the city have had the 
whole time,” she said. 
“And what the evidence is 
that’s supporting so many 
of these prosecutions.”

LEGAL MANEUVERS 

Following the October 
event where Graham 
police and Alamance 
sheriff’s deputies arrested 
20 protesters, a coalition 
of news media organiza-
tions, including Carolina 
Public Press, asked the 
court to require the law 

enforcement agencies to 
turn over footage from the 
police response. 

After a hearing about 
the footage in mid-June, 
Judge Hanford ordered 
that the tapes be turned 
over no later than 2 p.m. 
June 25, nearly eight 
months after the incident. 
Neither agency complied.

Attorneys for the agen-
cies told the court July 
7 that they advised their 
clients not to turn over 
the footage while they 
filed motions asking the 
court to stay the order 
or to allow for redac-
tions of officers’ faces. 
They argued the officers’ 
rights to privacy must be 
protected. 

Mike Tadych, an attor-
ney for the coalition, told 
the court no one on the 
streets that day had an ex-
pectation of privacy. 

“Given that all of this 
took place on the streets 
and sidewalks and public 
areas of Graham, North 
Carolina … there was no 
expectation of privacy 
whatsoever on anyone 
involved in the public 
streets, whether they were 
part of the march, the po-
lice officers or other law 
enforcement or people 
just happened to be look-
ing at what was transpir-
ing,” he said.

The media coalition 
asked the court to require 
the agencies to show 
cause as to why they did 
not comply with his order. 

Hanford denied the mo-
tion to modify his earlier 
order and denied the mo-
tion to show cause. He 
declined to explain either 
decision during the hear-
ing.

VIDEO ALREADY OBTAINED 

The public will not see 
the entire footage from 
both the Graham police 
and Alamance sheriff’s 
deputies unless the Court 
of Appeals denies the law 
enforcement appeal in a 
process that could take 
several months, but an 
individual with access to 
some footage from the 
Graham Police Depart-
ment released it to Caroli-
na Public Press and other 
news organizations. 

None of the videos are 
from Alamance County, 
which has sheriff’s officer 
body camera footage, 
drone footage and video 
taken from cameras on 
the courthouse, according 
to court documents.

As an election volunteer, 
Skahan was assigned to 
North Carolina by the 
Democratic Party. Skahan 
was arrested by Graham 
police on Oct. 31 on mis-
demeanor failure-to-dis-
perse charges, which were 
dropped by the district 
attorney’s office. 

As part of the legal 
proceedings, the district 
attorney’s office provided 
Skahan with body camera 
footage of her arrest from 

cameras worn by mem-
bers of the Graham Police 
Department.

Skahan gave Carolina 
Public Press permission to 
share the videos publicly.

The protest, which the 
Rev. Greg Drumwright 
led, began in the late af-
ternoon. Drumwright had 
organized protests in the 
city for months, including 
a July 11, 2020, event that 
took a similar path and for 
which the police depart-
ment closed part of the 
roundabout circling the 
historic courthouse down-
town.

Organizers have said 
they hoped October’s 
event would serve three 
functions: to protest the 
treatment of Black peo-
ple by police; to call for 
the removal of a Confed-
erate statue in Graham; 
and to encourage people 
to vote at one of the last 
opportunities for early 
voting. 

After winding down 
several streets, the crowd 
knelt in the street in 
memory of George Floyd, 
a man killed by police in 
Minneapolis in May 2020. 

Protesters marched 
down the center of city 
streets with police officers 
blocking traffic for several 
blocks before stopping at 
the historic courthouse 
in downtown Graham, 
where Drumwright ad-
dressed the crowd. 

While Drumwright 
secured temporary road 
closures on the march’s 
path to the historic court-
house and a permit to be 
on courthouse grounds, 
the Graham Police De-
partment did not agree 
to close the roundabout 
in downtown and instead 
created designated areas 
on the downtown side-
walks where protesters 
would be allowed to stand.

Visit https://bit.
ly/3yKFcRK to view the 
body camera footage on 
the Carolina Public Press 
website. Videos from the 
incident may contain vul-
gar language and violence 
and may not be suitable 
for all audiences. 

In this screen capture from body camera footage, law 
enforcement officers are shown wearing military-style gear 
on the historic courthouse grounds in downtown Graham. 
The Alamance County Sheriff’s Office and Graham Police 
Department both deployed pepper spray against protesters 
on a march to the polls on Oct 31, 2020. Contributed photo 



Hepatitis outbreak alarms NC health officials 
By Imari Scarbrough
Carolina Public Press 

Overshadowed by the 
novel coronavirus pan-
demic, North Carolina 
health departments strug-
gle to combat a smaller, 
yet still deadly outbreak: 
hepatitis A.

According to the na-
tional Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
an outbreak in North 
Carolina began on Jan. 
1, 2018, resulting in 855 
cases. Nearly two-thirds 
of those resulted in hospi-
talizations, with 13 deaths 
reported.

The viral disease affects 
the liver and may cause 
abdominal pain, fatigue, 
nausea and jaundice, ac-
cording to the CDC.

Case numbers vary wild-
ly across the state.

Cumberland County 
reported only one case, 
a rate of 0.3 per 100,000 
population. At the other 
end of the spectrum, 
Burke County reported 59 
cases, a rate of 65.2 cases 
per 100,000 population. 

Most cases are in the 
Piedmont and western 
part of the state.

While food- and water-
related outbreaks can and 
do occur, in the United 
States, individuals trans-
mit most cases to one 
another.

In Catawba County, 67 
reported cases have oc-
curred since the outbreak 
started, a rate of 42 per 
100,000 population.

“Cases of hepatitis A are 
not unique to Catawba 
County, and there is an up-
tick both nationwide and 
statewide in hepatitis A 
cases,” said Emily Killian, 
community engagement 
specialist for Catawba 
County Public Health.

“Statewide, this broad 
uptick has been associated 
with person-to-person 
transmission, especially 
among three groups at in-
creased risk: people who 
use drugs; people who are 
experiencing homeless-
ness; and men who have 
sex with men,” she said. 
“In Catawba County, peo-
ple experiencing home-

lessness and people who 
use drugs are at the high-
est risk and account for 
the majority of our cases. 
However, these are not the 
only individuals who have 
been affected.”

CAUSES OF THE INCREASE

Some counties saw 
numbers climb in 2020 
and 2021.

“Since COVID, Burke 
County has seen an in-
crease in drug use as 
well,” said Ashley Jarrett, 
a communicable disease 
nurse at the Burke County 
Health Department. Jar-
rett cited a possible “cor-
relation between the two, 
but we just noticed that 
trend.”

In Catawba, just more 
than half of the 67 cases 
reported since April 2018 
occurred last year alone.

“Catawba County ex-
perienced a dramatic 
increase in cases in 2020,” 
Killian said. “In 2018 and 
2019, we received one 
report of acute hepatitis 
A each year; in 2020, we 

received 34 reports.”
Gaston County also saw 

a spike, with 33 reported 
cases in the county from 
2018-20. 

As of June 9, Gaston had 
a total of 78 cases (a rate 
of 34.7 per 100,000) since 
2018, according to state 
data.

“We’ve really never seen 
anything like this,” Ellen 
Wright, communicable 
disease supervisor for the 
Gaston County Health De-
partment, said in a press 
release from the county in 
May.

“The case numbers are 
the highest we’ve seen and 
continue to climb. While 
our homeless population, 
incarcerated individuals 
and those using drugs 
are the most impacted 
right now, it only takes 
one person working in a 
restaurant or other public-
facing industry to cause 
a large-scale community 
outbreak. We have to do 
everything we can to get 
high-risk individuals vac-
cinated so we can prevent 
the spread.”

In Caldwell County, 
there had been another 
four cases as of July 1, 
bringing the numbers to 
42 since April 1, 2018, ac-
cording to Anna Martin, 
public health director 
for the Caldwell County 
Health Department. The 
county rate was at least 46 
per 100,000 population.

“The majority of our 
hepatitis cases involve 
individuals involved in 
substance abuse, specifi-
cally methamphetamines,” 
Martin said Thursday.

“We find that many of 
our positive cases are 
hesitant to discuss circum-
stances of exposure and 
potential contacts to this 
illness, which delays or 
prevents vaccine prophy-
laxis.”

The problem isn’t just 
limited to North Carolina.

As of Friday, 26 states 
are experiencing out-
breaks, according to the 
CDC. Another nine had a 
“declared end” to the out-
break; reported end dates 
ranged from April 11, 
2018, through as recently 
as Feb. 1 of this year.

All 35 states have seen 
a total of 39,903 reported 
cases since the official 
start of the outbreaks, 
which vary by state, with 
24,305 hospitalizations 
and 376 cases ending in 
death.

FIGHTING BACK

Individuals who fall into 
high-risk groups for the 
disease can often receive 
free vaccinations.

“The state has allocated 
free hep A vaccinations,” 
Jarrett said.

“It’s one vaccine that 
provides 95% protection 

against hepatitis A virus 
for those who have not 
already contracted the 
hepatitis A virus and meet 
either drug use (can be 
either injection or nonin-
jection), is experiencing 
forms of homelessness or 
unstable living situation, 
men who have sex with 
men, or they’re in a con-
tact with a confirmed hep 
A exposure.”

In Burke, the health 
department offered a vac-
cine as well as other forms 
of prevention. It works 
with other organizations 
to help distribute the vac-
cine.

“And then anytime we 
are going out, we’re bring-
ing all of our education on 
who’s at risk, who quali-
fies (for the free vaccine) 
and what you can do to 
prevent (hepatitis A),” Jar-
rett said.

“And then, in the sense 
of homelessness, we are 
going to go to the shelters 
and offer the free vac-
cines there and also talk 
to them, particularly about 
hygiene and how to pre-
vent it.”

Jarrett said she has 
noticed what seems to be 
a hesitancy from some 
individuals to approach 
health care providers with 
problems.

Health department offi-
cials have to meet possible 
patients where they are, 
she said.

In May, Burke had a rate 
of 63 per 100,000 popula-
tion, according to Jarrett. 
The rate was 65.2 as of 
June 9.

With vaccines now wide-
ly available for COVID-19, 
Jarrett hopes Burke can 
focus more on hepatitis A.

“COVID took a lot of our 
resources for a long time,” 
Jarrett said.

“Unfortunately, we did 
not have a tremendous 
amount of manpower to 
address vaccinating heav-
ily in the community. We 
still offered (it to) anyone 
who wanted to come in 
and get vaccinated.”

In Caldwell, the county 
has also reached out to the 
community through local 
partnerships.

“Caldwell County has 
provided hepatitis A 
vaccine clinics at Leo’s 
Place (homeless shel-
ter in Lenoir), Caldwell 
House (Substance abuse 
recovery facility), and our 
Lenoir Soup Kitchen,” 
Martin said via email.

In Catawba, Killian said 
part of the increase may 
be due to greater detec-
tion.

“Catawba County’s 
increased rate is multi-
factoral,” Killian said via 
email.

“A few factors that 
could be in play include 
enhanced testing, as Ca-
tawba County has a robust 

drug user health program, 
and clusters that are based 
on group dynamics within 
at-risk populations. In 
response, we have en-
couraged people in these 
increased-risk groups to 
receive hepatitis A vacci-
nations, which are offered 
at no charge to individuals 
in these groups.”

Catawba used partner-
ships to reach marginal-
ized communities.

“Our strategy has been 
to collaborate with and 
work through community 
organizations and indi-
viduals who are trusted 
in these sometimes hard-
to-reach communities,” 
Killian said.

The department also 
“convened a local hepati-
tis coalition that includes 
infectious disease provid-
ers, substance use treat-
ment providers, syringe 
exchange and other key 
stakeholders to address 
rising hepatitis case num-
bers,” Killian said. 

“Our adult health clinic 
screens individuals for 
increased risk and refers 
them for vaccination if 
needed,” Killian added.

“We have also taken 
an extra precaution of 
sharing information with 
child care providers who 
change diapers because 
this is also a way hepatitis 
A can spread in a com-
munity.”

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNS

While the reported 
rate of infection climbed 
in North Carolina, it is 
impossible to know how 
many cases of hepatitis A 
are never reported.

“Most of the hepatitis A 
cases I have investigated 
complain of nausea, vom-
iting and severe right up-
per quadrant abdominal 
pain,” said Martin, the 
public health director in 
Caldwell.

While some individuals 
may need hospitalization, 
she said, most recover at 
home, making tracking 
the virus more difficult.

Since the symptoms can 
be similar to those of ma-
ny other illnesses, Jarrett 
said, some may not seek 
treatment if they confuse 
their illness with the flu or 
a stomach bug.

For those who are at 
risk, prevention is key.

While the vaccine of-
fers strong protection, 
outreach is one of the key 
tools in slowing the out-
break, Jarrett said.

“I have noticed … that 
going out into the com-
munity and becoming ap-
proachable and showing 
your face and building 
rapport with those who 
are at risk has definitely 
relieved some of that bar-
rier for them to reach out 
to us,” she said.
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Home Repairs JOBS

Healthcare 
Opportunities

Action Health Staffing
is seeking PCAs, NA I's, NA II's for
immediate openings in home care.

Apply at a branch near you!
Smithfield, Wilson, Rocky Mount,

Greenville

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

Rocky Mount NC Motel
Front Desk help wanted single or
couple with accommodation,

computer knowledge must. Apply by
email aeirockymountnc@gmail.com

EXPERIENCED CASHIERS
&

SHIFT SUPERVISORS
NEEDED

For busy Convenience Store
FULL & PART TIME

Must be able to work nights
& weekends.

EXP. IN CONVENIENCE STORE
A MUST!! BI-LINGUAL A+
Drug free work environment

Apply in Person at:
739 Ward Blvd, Wilson, NC

or Email:
mazinsaleh01@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use The Enterprise as a tablecloth

The Enterprise
Good to  

the last word.

252-243-5151

Good...

...to the last word.

Subscribe to The Enterprise for all the local news.

252-243-5151



By Drew C. Wilson 
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  

 | 252-265-7818

WILSON — A Zebulon man 
died Sunday after the pickup 
truck he was driving ran off the 
road, slid sideways up a bridge 
abutment and overturned onto 
U.S. 301.

Jeremy Patrick Brooks, 45, 
was headed south on U.S. 301 
approaching the Interstate 795 
overpass when the wreck oc-
curred.

N.C. Highway Patrol 1st Sgt. 
S.H. Dail said Trooper M. Mil-
len investigated the fatal crash, 
which happened around 5 p.m.

“A brown Chevrolet Silverado 
was traveling south on Highway 
301, at which time it ran off the 
road to the right,” Dail said. 
“The driver corrected to the left 

and collided with a road sign 
and then the bridge abutment. 
The vehicle went airborne, over-
turned and came to rest in the 
middle of U.S. 301 South on its 
roof, facing north.”

The driver was the pickup 
truck’s only occupant. Dail said 
Wilson County EMS personnel 
pronounced Brooks dead at the 
scene. 

“It doesn’t appear speed or al-
cohol was a factor in the wreck,” 
Dail said.

Brooks was wearing his seat 
belt. Dail said authorities noti-
fied his next of kin. 

“We don’t have any indica-
tion that weather was a factor 
at all,” Dail said.

First responders encountered 
heavy rainfall immediately after 
the crash.

The Black Creek Volunteer Fire Department responded to 

the scene. 
The Wilson County Sheriff’s 

Office and Wilson Police De-
partment assisted with traffic 

control. All southbound traffic 
on U.S. 301 was halted for about 
two hours while first responders 
handled the crash. 
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First responders work at the scene of a fatal U.S. 301 wreck at Wilson’s 
Interstate 795 overpass Sunday afternoon. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration 
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Juul settled with NC for $40 million. Now what?
By Anne Blythe
North Carolina Health News 

Kelly Kinard knows first-
hand how quickly a teen-
ager can become addicted 
to nicotine after experi-
menting with e-cigarettes 
and the flavored pods.

Her son Luka was just 
14 when he started vap-
ing in his first year of high 
school in High Point. That 
would get him to the front 
row of the bleachers at 
football games and give 
him a sense of belonging 
when he walked up to a 
group of students who 
also were smoking.

Luka recounts his naivety 
about what was in the Juul 
pods as he gives speeches 
to teens and others about 
the risks of vaping and his 
addiction to a chemical com-
pound that he says sent him 
spiraling downward toward 
a grand mal seizure. Eventu-
ally, he had an extended stay 
in a California substance 

abuse treatment center.
Kelly Kinard was set to 

testify in Durham County 
Superior Court about the 
ill effects that she contends 
Juul, the multi-billion dol-
lar e-cigarette company, 
caused her family.

Then on July 5, Attor-
ney General Josh Stein 
announced that Juul had 
agreed to a $40 million 
settlement with the state 
of North Carolina in lieu of 
going forward with a trial. 
What would have been test-
ed at trial was the argument 
that the company’s market-
ing and advertising tactics 
were designed to attract 
middle and high school stu-
dents to the flavored pods 
and other products.

“I’m glad that Juul 
settled,” Kinard said. “Hope-
fully the state will do some-
thing good with this money.”

SETTLEMENT TERMS

That money will come to 

North Carolina state coffers 
over the next six years where 
the General Assembly will 
control how it is allocated.

The first $13 million are 
to come to the state by 
July 28, according to the 
consent order accepted by 
Judge Orlando Hudson on 
July 5. The next $8 million 
are to come no later than 
one year later, according to 
the order, with $7.5 million 
the year after that, another 
$7 million within three 
years and $2.25 million for 
each of the final two years.

The order states that set-
tlement funds are to go to-
ward education programs 
focused on strategies that 
have demonstrated ef-
fectiveness in preventing 
e-cigarette use among 
young people. Some of the 
funds should go to cessa-
tion programs designed 
to help people stop vaping 
and some are to go toward 
evidence-based research.

Juul also committed to:
• Stop marketing, social 

media advertising and 
influencer campaigns in 
North Carolina targeting 
people younger than 21.

• End outdoor advertis-
ing near schools in this 
state and forgo any spon-
sorships at sporting events 
and concerts.

• Stop making claims 
comparing the health ef-
fects of using Juul to the 
health effects of using 
combustible cigarettes in 
its marketing materials.

No more online sales to 
anyone not age verified 
through an independent 
verification system.

• No retail sales to any-
one not age-verified using 
a barcode scanner.

• Ensure that its prod-
ucts are sold behind coun-
ters, limiting shoppers 
access without the assis-
tance of an employee.

• Maintain a secret shop-
per program in North 
Carolina to ensure such 
measures are followed. 
Retailers not in compliance 
should be held accountable.

• No new pod flavors 
or nicotine content levels 
without approval from the 
U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

TOO MUCH FLAVORING

In January, Stein joined 
other attorneys general from 
19 other states, the District 
of Columbia, the Northern 
Mariana Islands and Puerto 
Rico asking the FDA to ban 
menthol cigarettes.

On July 5, the attorney 
general sent a letter to act-
ing FDA commissioner 
Janet Woodcock asking the 
FDA to prohibit all “non-
tobacco flavors,” including 
menthol, in e-cigarettes. 
Additionally, he asked the 
FDA to limit the amount 
of nicotine in e-cigarette 
products and to impose 
marketing restrictions on 
e-cigarette companies so 
they cannot try to entice 
youth toward their prod-
ucts.

“North Carolina will con-
tinue to exercise its juris-
diction under state law to 
do everything possible to 
keep our kids safe,” Stein 

said in the letter. “But the 
FDA has the authority to 
effect broader systemic 
change in response to the 
youth nicotine epidemic. 
An entire generation of 
youth is —right now— be-
ing introduced to nicotine 
through e-cigarettes, and 
we must protect them. 
Now is the time for the 
FDA to take decisive ac-
tion to rein in these harm-
ful practices before more 
irreversible damage to 
public health is done.”

LANDMARK AGREEMENT

North Carolina led the 
way in taking legal action 
against Juul in May, 2019. 
California, Illinois, Mas-
sachusetts, and New York 
followed Stein’s path and 
sued Juul, raising allega-
tions similar to those in the 
North Carolina lawsuit.

In February 2020, at-
torneys general from Con-
necticut, Florida, Nevada 
and Oregon announced 
that a 39-state coalition 
had launched a bipartisan 
investigation into Juul.

Stein also has filed law-
suits against eight other e-
cigarette companies using 
the North Carolina Unfair 
or Deceptive Trade Prac-
tices Act as he did with 
Juul. The other companies 
are Beard Vape, Direct 
eLiquid, Electric Lotus, 
Electric Tobacconist, Eon-
smoke, Juice Man, Tinted 
Brew, and VapeCo.

The FDA also is in the 
process of reviewing mar-
keting applications from 
Juul and other e-cigarette 
companies that were 
submitted in September 
as required by Congress. 
Though their applications 
are under review, the com-
panies have been allowed 
to remain on the market 
for at least several more 
months.

The months and years 
ahead will determine what 
impact the Juul settlement 
with North Carolina has 
on other e-cigarette com-
panies and other states.

“This win will go a 
long way in keeping 
JUUL products out of 
kids’ hands, keeping its 
chemical vapor out of 
their lungs, and keeping 
its nicotine from poison-
ing and addicting their 
brains,” Stein said in a 
statement announcing the 
consent order. “I’m incred-
ibly proud of my team for 
their hard work on behalf 
of North Carolina families. 
We’re not done – we still 
have to turn the tide on 
a teen vaping epidemic 
that was borne of JUUL’s 
greed. As your attorney 
general, I’ll keep fighting 
to prevent another gen-
eration of young people 
from becoming addicted to 
nicotine.”

LAWMAKERS HOLD PURSE 

STRINGS

In North Carolina, it’s 
unclear how much power 
Stein, a Democrat, will 
have over how a state leg-
islature, whose chambers 
have Republican majori-
ties, distributes the settle-

ment funds.
“Our expectation is the 

legislature will comply 
with the court order,” 
Stein said in a July 5 
phone interview.

But history shows inter-
pretations of settlement 
agreements can vary de-
pending on who’s doing 
the allocating.

More than two decades 
have passed since North 
Carolina and other states 
reached a sweeping settle-
ment with the country’s 
four largest tobacco com-
panies, seeking to recover 
health -care costs to their 
Medicaid and public 
health systems for tobac-
co-related illness.

As part of the 1998 Mas-
ter Settlement Agreement, 
the industry agreed to 
settle with North Carolina 
and 45 other states to pay 
out $206 billion over the 
next 25 years. North Caro-
lina and 13 other states 
would receive $5 billion 
as compensation for 
potential harm that com-
munities producing might 
suffer.

North Carolina’s total 
portion was estimated to 
be some $40 billion over 
the next quarter century. 
This year, the state will 
receive a $167 million pay-
out from the settlement.

‘CAN’T PLAY WHACK-A-MOLE’

Some of that money 
went to tobacco cessa-
tion and prevention pro-
grams, such as one that 
Adam Goldstein, director 
of Tobacco Interven-
tion Programs (Tobacco 
Treatment Program and 
Tobacco Prevention and 
Evaluation Program) at 
the UNC School of Medi-
cine, helped build.

After the Juul settle-
ment was announced July 
5, Goldstein took a brief 
break from finishing up a 
report studying the impact 
that interacting with pa-
tients virtually during the 
pandemic had on efforts 
to stop smoking.

Goldstein’s heartened 
that there will be more 
funding in the pipeline for 
smoking cessation pro-
grams, but he cautioned 
against focusing only on 
e-cigarettes.

“We can’t play whack-a-
mole with any one prod-
uct,” Goldstein said.

Studies show that many 
young people who report 
using e-cigarettes also are 
what he calls “dual users,” 
meaning they might also 
smoke combustible or 
more traditional cigarettes 
and cigars, while quite 
possibly being drawn to 
the thinner, flavored ciga-
rillos.

“Flavors play a huge 
role in encouraging par-
ticipation in youth,” said 
Goldstein, whose research 
focuses on tobacco regula-
tory science and its rela-
tionship to health policy, 
disparities in tobacco use 
and patient-centered to-
bacco cessation.

Over the past year, Gold-
stein said, UNC opened 
its cessation program 
to e-cigarette users, too. 

Many of the patients that 
come to the program want 
to quit but because of the 
addictive hold the nicotine 
has over them have been 
unable to stop using.

Still, as noted by Gold-
stein and Kinard, the 
mother in High Point 
whose son had to go 
across the country for 
treatment for his nicotine 
addiction, North Carolina 
lags on providing centers 
that are available to abus-
ers of other substances.

“There are no residential 
programs in North Caro-
lina,” Goldstein said.

There could be more 
money, too, for cogni-
tive behavioral therapy 
that many smokers need 
and for pharmaceutical 
support such as nicotine 
patches, gum and more.

GOP CUTS PREVENTION 

FUNDING

North Carolina was 
creating what Goldstein 
described as “a quiet suc-
cess” through the first 
decade of the tobacco 
settlement funds coming 
to the state, seeing the 
youth smoking rate hit an 
all-time low in 2011.

Then in 2013, when 
the Republicans held 
newly gained majorities 
in both General Assem-
bly chambers and the 
governor’s office, law-
makers slashed funding 
for tobacco prevention 
programs.

In 2011, $17.3 million 
was allotted in the budget 
for such programs. In 2013, 
nothing was included in 
the budget for teen to-
bacco prevention programs 
geared toward youth and 
that hasn’t changed. Since 
then, North Carolina has 
received more than 1.2 bil-
lion dollars in settlement 
money.

That corresponded with 
the time when North Car-
olina started seeing a rise 
in e-cigarette use, a trend 
that has continued on that 
trajectory since then.

According to the Cam-
paign for Tobacco Free 
Kids North Carolina 
report card, 8.3 percent 
of high school students 
smoke.

The organization’s data 
suggest that nationally 
the high school smoking 
rate was at 4.6 percent 
with 19.6 percent of high 
school students reporting 
using e-cigarettes. Years 
of research have shown 
that most adult smokers 
picked up the habit when 
they were young.

One e-cigarette pod, 
Goldstein pointed out, 
contains nearly as much 
nicotine as an entire pack 
of cigarettes.

A look back over the 22 
years since the tobacco 
settlement done by The 
Campaign for Tobacco 
Free Kids shows that 
North Carolina spent $2.2 
million on tobacco preven-
tion over the past budget 
year, or just 2 percent of 
the $99.3 million that the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention rec-
ommends.


