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BAILEY — Crime in this small southern 
Nash County town continues to drop, police 
officials say, but speeding remains an issue.

Between January and June, 
Bailey police responded to five re-
ported crimes, according to infor-
mation from interim Police Chief 
Cathy Callahan. That’s an aver-
age of just one case per month. 

Police Commissioner Joel Kil-
lion said Callahan and Officer 
Grace Kane have worked to 

make a difference in Bailey.
Another area the police want to improve is 

speeding through town.
“The Bailey Police Department is aware 

of the speeding violations reported by 
various citizens and is working diligently 
to address it,” Killion said.

State transportation officials are replacing 
downed speed limit signs around town and 
installing new signs as needed, said Shawn 
Lucas, the town’s zoning administrator and 
code enforcement officer.

Killion said some residents have asked for 
the town speed limit to be reduced from 35 
mph to 25 mph.

“This is something I can bring up to the 
mayor and board to see what they think,” 
Killion said.

Callahan suggested during a recent town 

meeting that Bailey invest in a portable 
speed bump that could be strategically 
placed on non-state-maintained roads 
where speeding is a problem. The town 
could also look into installing permanent 
speed bumps to help enforce speed limits. 

Killion thanked residents for their pa-
tience as the Bailey Board of Commission-
ers reviews applications for the open police 
chief position.

“It is my aim to have the department fully 
staffed as soon as possible,” Killion said.

Killion posted his email address, jmkil-
lion@townofbaileync.org, on the town’s 
social media pages, asking anyone with 
thoughts or suggestions to contact him.

“I welcome your input,” Killion said.  
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Town manager leaving Spring Hope
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — After five 
years as town manager, Jae 
Kim is moving on to a lucrative 
job in a coastal resort commu-
nity.

Kim started in Spring Hope at 
$54,000 and now earns $60,000 
a year. He will receive an annual 
salary of $86,000 as the assistant 
village manager in Bald Head 
Island, a small, no-cars-allowed 
island community in Brunswick 
County about an hour’s drive 
and a 20 minute ferry ride from 
Wilmington. 

Kim will have to walk, ride 
a bike or use a golf cart to get 
around the resort town, popula-
tion 230.

Kim said he’s had the pub-

lic servant bug since high 
school where he served in 
the governor’s page pro-
gram. Taking a break from 
his education for a few years 
to help with the family busi-
ness, Kim entered the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at 
Greensboro with the intent 
of attending law school and 
becoming an attorney like 
his brother.

“One week before the LSAT, I 
changed direction,” Kim said.  

He earned a master’s degree 
in public affairs with a con-
centration in local government 
management.

Kim interned at the Council 
of Government in Greensboro, 
working on water resource 
issues. In 2012, he interned 
in the planning department 
for the town of Aberdeen in 

Moore County. The intern-
ship developed into a full-time 
position, and Kim knew then 
that he wanted to be a town 
manager.

Prior to coming to Spring 
Hope, Kim served as a special 
projects coordinator for the 
Moore County towns of Robbins 
and Carthage. 

“A planning background 
helped,” Kim said of landing the 
Spring Hope town manager job 
in February 2016.

Municipal administrators are 
expected to spend at least two 
years on a job before moving 
on. The town board asked Kim 
to stay at least three years when 
hiring him.

“It’s been more than five 
years. I feel like I lived up to 

Spring Hope Mayor Buddy Gwaltney extends a handshake and well-
wishes to Town Manager Jae Kim, who is leaving for a new job in Bald 
Head Island. The town board accepted Kim’s resignation during a special 
called meeting July 12. Lindell J. Kay | EnterpriseSee KIM, Page 2A

Bailey crime down, speeding up Gailliard 
claps back 
on bullying 
accusation
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

A Nash County state law-
maker is pushing back against 

accusations that 
he tried to silence 
a man’s free 
speech over pro-
posed legislation 
to ban promotion 
of critical race 
theory in North 
Carolina public 
schools.

Rep. James 
Gailliard, D-Nash, 
serves as pastor 
of Word Taber-
nacle Church in 
Rocky Mount. In 
a July 14 tweet, 
he questioned the 

Christianity of legislation to 
stymie academic discussion of 
critical race theory, which En-
cyclopedia Britannica defines 
as an intellectual movement 
teaching that race is not a 
natural human distinction, but 
a socially constructed and cul-
turally invented category used 
to oppress and exploit people 
of color.

Gailliard

Hise

See BULLYING, Page 2A

Officer Grace Kane of the Bailey Police Department operates a lidar gun, which uses light as opposed to sound in radar to more accurately measure 
speed, in July 2019. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise file photo 
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Candidate filing extended in Bailey
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — The munici-
pal candidate filing period is 
closed for Spring Hope and 
Middlesex and extended for 
town commissioners in Bai-
ley.

The filing deadline for town 
commissioner in Bailey has 
been extended to noon on Fri-
day, July 23, said Nash County 
Elections Director John Kear-
ney.

“With two seats up for elec-
tion and only one candidate 

having filed, the Board of Elec-
tions has extended candidate 
filing in this contest only,” Kear-
ney said.

Dwan Finch and Shelley Bull-
ard hadn’t filed for reelection by 
noon Friday.

Newcomer Dillion Bissette 
filed to run for commissioner.

If no other candidate files by 
the deadline, write-in votes will 
be tallied in the contest, Kear-
ney said.  

In Spring Hope, newcomers 
Kyle Pritchard and Prudence 
Wilkins, a town commissioner, 
filed for the office of mayor. 
Long-serving Mayor Buddy 

Gwaltney didn’t file to run for 
reelection.

Seven candidates filed for 
three seats on the Spring Hope 
Board of Commissioners. In-
cumbents Brent Cone, Drew 
Griffin and Ricky Tucker will 
vie with newcomers Dap Dun-
ston, Jason Himmelright, Tony 
Jefferys and Eric Gainey for 
town commissioner seats in 
Spring Hope.

In Middlesex, incumbent 
Mayor Lu Harvey Lewis will 
face challenger Arnold Vick.

Town Commissioners Ann 
Lewis and Harold Meacombs 
will run unopposed. 

Spring Hope mayoral candidate Kyle Pritchard, accompanied by his wife 
Danielle and daughter Lucy, files for office at the Nash County Board of 
Elections office in Nashville on July 13. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise



that,” Kim said.
As announced after a 

Spring Hope Board of 
Commissioners closed 
session on July 12, Kim 
is set to begin the job in 
Bald Head Island on Aug. 
11.

The assistant village 
manager for Bald Head 
Island focuses on beach 
nourishment and es-

tuarine shoreline projects 
and maintains data and 
records on inlet and creek 
conditions.

“The assistant village 
manager is responsible 
for coordinating and 
developing communica-
tions between all stake-
holders involved with 
shoreline management 
to include the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the 
N.C. Division of Coastal 

Management, the N.C. 
Ports Authority and 
other state and federal 
environmental officials,” 
according to the job de-
scription.

Kim said he will always 
be grateful to the Spring 
Hope Board of Commis-
sioners for giving him his 
first job as a town man-
ager.

“I’ve learned a lot,” Kim 
said. “Spring Hope will al-

ways have a special place 
in my heart.”

The town board will 
work with the Upper 
Coastal Plain Council of 
Governments in Wilson 
in the search for a new 
manager.

The search will be con-
ducted independent of the 
board, said Mayor Buddy 
Gwaltney.

“We all wish the man-
ager well in his new job,” 
Gwaltney said.

Kim said there are chal-
lenges when it comes to 
working in a small town, 
but the rewards of making 
a difference overcome any 
difficulties.

“There are a lot of 
great people and re-
sources to tap into here, 
and I hope the new 
manager that’s selected 
will take advantage of 
it,” Kim said. “I will miss 
Spring Hope. I’ve en-

joyed every minute of the 
five-plus years I’ve lived 
and worked here. But I’m 

also excited about the 
new opportunity on Bald 
Head Island.” 
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Senate President Pro 
Tempore Phil Berger, a 
Rockingham County Re-
publican, has introduced 
legislation to prevent 
promotion of critical race 
theory in public schools. 
He said children should 
be taught about North 
Carolina’s ugly past, but 
they shouldn’t be forced 
to adopt an ideology that 
attacks the foundations of 
order.

State Sen. Ralph Hise, 
a Mitchell County Repub-
lican, issued a Thursday 
press release — forwarded 
by Nash County GOP 
Chairman Mark Edwards 
— claiming Gailliard as 
an elected official publicly 
targeted a private citizen 
over his beliefs and tattled 
to that citizen’s church 
leader. Hise accused Gail-
liard of tagging the private 
citizen’s pastor in a “bra-
zen effort to silence the 
citizen’s speech.” 

“Rep. Gailliard, an elect-
ed government official, 
tattled to a private citizen’s 
church leader because 
Rep. Gailliard views that 
citizen’s thoughts as unac-
ceptable. This is deeply, 
deeply inappropriate and 
should be yet another 
alarm bell for people con-
cerned about this ascen-
dant doctrine in American 
culture and politics,” Hise 
said in the release.

Gailliard told The Enter-

prise on Saturday that he 
views the proposed legis-
lation to be anti-education, 
anti-American, anti-free-
dom and anti-Christian.

“As a pastor to one of 
the largest conservative 
churches in our state, I 
replied to a tweet from 
a person who identified 
as a member of Sum-
mit Church,” Gailliard 
said. “Summit Church is 
pastored by the outgoing 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion President J.D. Greear 
who has urged the denom-
ination and his church to 
‘stand with people of color 
against the struggle of 
racism.’ Because CRT has 
nearly split the SBC, it is 
reasonable to raise objec-
tions in the public space as 
pastor to pastor.”

Gailliard said Hise at-
tempted to manipulate his 
followers by purposely ne-
glecting to mention in his 
statement that Gailliard is 
a pastor.

“My tweet was in the 
context of a theological 
debate and not a political 
one,” Gailliard said. “Fun-
damental to our faith is 
the notion of the total 
depravity of humanity. To 
promote legislation that 
censors the ability to dis-
cuss historical proof of our 
depravity within public 
institutions serves to both 
perpetuate the systemic 
injustices that have been 
longstanding in our nation 
and to limit any potential 

hope for reconciliation 
and restoration.”

Gailliard said that as a 
Christian, he is called to 
promote harmonious re-
lationships, to treat every-
one with dignity and re-
spect, to love and forgive 
and to seek justice.

“The Bible has a lot to 
say about diversity and in-
clusion and outright con-
demns discrimination,” 
Gailliard said. “When leg-
islators promote policies 
to systematize the very 
opposite of these Chris-
tian principles and others 
join in that effort, I have a 
responsibility to share my 
disagreement. So, this was 
not about a ‘Democratic 
legislator targeting a pri-
vate citizen’ as Sen. Hise 
stated in his dog whistling, 
fear-promoting rant, but 
rather about a mega-
church pastor serving as a 
public theologian. 

“The irony is Sen. Hise’s 
statement served to do ex-
actly what he accused me 
of — to silence my beliefs. 
So, the (press release) 
headline should have 
read, ‘Republican state 
senator seeks to strip First 
Amendment rights from 
local church pastor.’”

Hise, a six-term sena-
tor, serves as the Senate’s 
deputy president pro tem-
pore. His District 47 cov-
ers Madison, McDowell, 
Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford 
and Yancey counties. He 
lives in Spruce Pine.

continued from page 1A

Bullying: ‘Depravity of humanity’

Spring Hope Town Manager Jae Kim is leaving after five 
years for a position in Bald Head Island. Lindell J. Kay | 
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Kim: ‘I’m also excited about the new opportunity on Bald Head Island’

UNIDENTIFIED

Homicide victim’s identity remains a puzzle
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117 

Shot dead and dumped in the Gaston 
County woods, next to nothing is known 
about a Black man whose remains were 
discovered four decades ago.

Dead for three months prior to his Oct. 
6, 1979, discovery, the 32- to 42-year-old 
man had been reduced to skeletal re-
mains. In life, he stood 5 feet, 8 inches to 
6 feet tall. Most other defining physical 
characteristics such as weight and hair 
and eye color are unknown.

The remains were found in a wooded 
area near the Duke Power Riverbend 
Steam Plant off of Horseshoe Bend Road 
in Mount Holly, a small, suburban city 
in northeastern Gaston County 20 miles 
west of Charlotte along N.C. 27. 

Washed ashore, unearthed in shallow 
graves, stumbled upon in the woods, 
discovered in abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads and located in rivers, 
ponds and along railroad tracks, more 
than 100 bodies remain unidentified 
in North Carolina. This is one of their 
stories.

The only known images related to the 

man are a facial reconstruction sculpture 
and resulting sketch by Sergio Soto with 
the University of South Florida’s Insti-
tute of Forensic Anthropology & Applied 
Science in Tampa.

The man’s dentals records are avail-
able, showing a restoration of his tooth 
18, which is on the back bottom left of 
the mouth.

A partial fingerprint is available, but 
it’s of poor quality. A DNA sample is 
available, but not yet submitted for com-
parisons, according to information from 
the Doe Network, a volunteer-run inter-
national clearinghouse for unidentified 
and missing persons.

The man wore black pants, jockey-
style underwear, a brown belt, dark 
socks and white slip-on deck shoes. He 
was found wearing a T-shirt with a cari-
cature of a bee and the words “Save a 
Bee, Eat Your Honey.”

The man wore a silver chain necklace.
Chemical isotope testing conducted 

on behalf of the N.C. Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner indicates the 
man is a native of the southeastern 
part of the United States, possibly 
southern Florida. During the last few 

years of his life, he may have resided 
in the Caribbean.

By looking at the heaviness of oxygen 
and other elemental isotopes found in a 
person’s body, forensic scientists can de-
termine where a person has spent time.

The man’s National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System number is 
1742.

Anyone with information about the 
case can call the N.C. Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner at 919-743-9077, Gas-
ton County Crime Stoppers at 704-861-
8000 or Team Cold Case at 252-406-6736. 
A monetary reward is available. 

Editor’s note: Unidentified is a weekly se-
ries examining the more than 120 cases 
of unidentified human remains discov-
ered in North Carolina. Reporter Lindell 
J. Kay produces each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope and other Res-
toration NewsMedia newspapers.

Sergio Soto of the University of South 
Florida’s Institute of Forensic Anthropology 
& Applied Science drew this sketch 
from a facial recognition sculpture of an 
unidentified man whose remains were 
discovered in Mount Holly in October 1979. 
Contributed photo 
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Vaccine resistance 
is selfish, stupid

I used to think Americans were a pretty smart 
people, at or at least somewhere near the top in 
the word’s intellectual food chain. Setting aside 
the arrogance of that assumption, the last five or 
six years have severely undermined my confi-
dence in our country’s grasp of rational thought.

Growing up in the prosperous and dynamic 
years after World War II, it was easy to feel excep-
tional. Our victory over fascism left us with a mas-
sive military presence and a booming economy 

strong enough to help a devastated world recover as the United 
States became a superpower and later outlasted Soviet Union 
communism to win the Cold War.

America and its cultural influence dominated the world. Our 
industrial know-how and top-notch universities took us into 
space and invented Tang and the internet. The success of the 
civil rights movement, our youth’s righteous opposition to Viet-
nam and the vast improvement among our seniors and the poor 
as part of the Great Society showed we were trying hard to be 
more compassionate and socially just — that fine arc of his-
tory leading to the election of our first Black president, Barack 
Obama.

Silly me. As a mountain of reporting after 2016 has amply dem-
onstrated, in our culture and our politics, our country has been 
less exceptional and more a deplorable example of exceptional 
needs. We are no longer united as a country in working together 
to “promote the general welfare” and live up to the noble virtues 
and values we inherited from our founders. Instead, we have be-
come a nation of selfish, opportunistic individuals who appear to 
put themselves always as No. 1 while casually and cruelly treating 
everyone else like No. 2. 

Yes, I know there are still millions of hardworking, honest 
Americans with generous hearts, people of faith and goodwill all 
around me, and still a core of society who lives in reality and har-
bors hope that all lives do deeply matter, deserve to live with secu-
rity and dignity and aspire to build a just and inclusive society. 

But what is breaking my heart and shaking my faith in our 
country’s future is the massive current craziness of our national 
politics and our absolutely bewildering self-destructive response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic that has already cost 640,000 Ameri-
can lives over 16 months.

And I’m not just talking about the wannabe dictator and grifter 
Donald Trump whose one-term presidency was so bad historians 
recently ranked it the second-worst in American history and the 
absolute worst in “moral authority.” Trump’s misbehavior in of-
fice and following his electoral defeat last year, resulting in the 
Capitol insurrection on Jan. 6, demonstrates that when it comes 
to moral fiber, the man is fiber-free. But Trump is a loser and de-
serves to remain one.

My dismay now is with the country Trump and his followers 
have broken. Even before Trump, the modern Republican Party 
has devolved from a respectable governing alternative into an 
authoritarian cult of personality unmoored from reality, mired 
in conspiracies and totally obsessed with power, with no interest 
whatsoever in actually governing and serving the people. Con-
gress is a rat’s nest of treasonous obstructionists. 

Polls show an alarming number of Republicans on the right 
and Democrats on the left who would be glad to secede from the 
union. A third of the country, insanely, believes Trump’s “big lie” 
that he really won the election. 

Politics in many of the states are equally as bizarre and destruc-
tive, with Republicans working to subvert future elections. Social 
interactions in person and on social media have become coarse, 
cruel and disgustingly dangerous to democracy’s future. It scares 
me that the United States is depending on so many who are refus-
ing to unite and even embrace violence.

And if I had any doubt American intelligence is overrated, 
our country’s world’s worst response to the pandemic has 
confirmed it. Hundreds of thousands of Americans unneces-
sarily died because they and others refused to heed the guid-
ance of public health experts and scientists about masking 
and social distancing, separating themselves into Stupids 
and Survivors. Republicans, including Trump, led the exodus 
into disease.

And now, despite ample supplies of proven lifesaving vaccines 
against the virus and its variants, right-wing media and politi-
cians around the country are actively  — and dishonestly through 
deliberate misinformation — discouraging people from getting 
the shot that can protect them from this society-altering pan-
demic. 

Coronavirus infections are surging in places with low vacci-
nation rates, rising almost 70% in the United States in a week. 
Hospitalizations and deaths are also rising again. The shots aren’t 
perfect, but they are overall very effective in preventing serious 
illness and death. Yet almost a third of Americans, especially 
among younger adults, remain unvaccinated, making it difficult 
for the country to achieve “herd immunity” necessary to break 
the pandemic’s back.

This is, simply, stupid. Some people, sure, have medical con-
ditions that prevent them from being vaccinated. But for most 
people, it’s willful, not medical, and it is putting them and their 
communities at unnecessary risk. 

The shots are free, accessible, proven safe and effective, and 
support for them among the intelligent is bipartisan, especially 
among county leaders.

Good politics and good health should be no-brainers. But the 
lack of brains is ruining our democracy and our lives. Even if 
you’re more partisan than patriotic, at least save yourself and do 
us all a favor. Get the shot. Now.

It might be the smartest thing you ever do.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. 

Humans: Neither worms nor demigods
Have you ever 

heard of “worm 
theology”? It’s 
the belief that 
we humans 
are just awful 
beings, as low 
as worms in 
the scheme of 
things. 

Hymnist Isaac Watts wrote 
“Alas and did my savior 
bleed for such a worm as I?” 
Worm theologists say that af-
ter we are reconciled to God, 
we are no longer a worm. 
But we sure started out that 
way.

But how does that belief rec-
oncile with scriptures such as 
Psalm 8:4-5? These scriptures 
say, “What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him? For thou 
hast made him a little lower 
than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and 

honor.” 
And the scripture from Gen-

esis 1:26: “Then God said, ‘Let 
Us make man in Our image, 
according to our likeness; let 
them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, 
over all the earth and over ev-
ery creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.’”

Evangelist Joyce Meyer con-
stantly emphasizes that God 
loves us and thinks we are 
wonderful. John 3:16 tells us 
that “God so loved the world 
(that’s us humans) that He 
gave us His only begotten son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life.”

That said, we humans 
should not get big heads. In 
fact, Scripture tells us that 
“God exalts the humble” 
(James 4:10). 

After all, the proud resist 
Him. Think about it. God 
made the heavens and the 
earth and all that’s on the 
Earth and around the Earth. 
Who as a human can accom-
plish all that? 

Even if humans could cre-
ate a human being without 
having a physical relation-
ship and grow it in an arti-
ficial womb, they couldn’t 
make the original building 
blocks by combining chemi-
cals and putting them in a 
test tube. We are not God and 
never can be. 

God deserves our praise, 
honor and worship. We are 
companions to Him, beings 
He can listen to and speak to 
in various ways. That’s the 
way He designed us.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 

Court reopens age restriction debate 
It’s not about 

guns. It’s 
about citizen-
ship.

That’s the 
takeaway 
from a 4th 
Circuit Court 
of Appeals rul-
ing issued last 

week that strikes down a law 
preventing licensed firearms 
dealers from selling handguns 
to adults under 21. Analysts 
predict the case, Hirschfeld v. 
ATF, may reach the Supreme 
Court on appeal.

Circuit Judge Julius N. 
Richardson centered the deci-
sion on age restrictions rather 
than gun rights, asking and 
answering the key question 
in the first paragraph of his 
88-page majority opinion. It 
doesn’t require much familiar-
ity with legal writing to recog-
nize that choice as an effort to 
reframe the debate.

“When do constitutional 
rights vest? At 18 or 21? 16 or 
25? Why not 13 or 33? In the 
law, a line must sometimes be 
drawn,” Richardson wrote. 
“But there must be a reason 
why constitutional rights can-
not be enjoyed until a certain 
age. Our nation’s most cher-
ished constitutional rights 
vest no later than 18. And the 
Second Amendment’s right to 
keep and bear arms is no dif-
ferent.”

Tanner Hirschfeld and Nata-
lia Marshall sued the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, which regu-
lates firearms dealers and is 
responsible for enforcing a 
1968 law that limits the sale 
of handguns to buyers 21 and 
older. The law doesn’t entirely 
prevent ownership, as 18, 19 
and 20-year-olds could still 
lawfully obtain pistols and re-
volvers as gifts.

Though Hirschfeld’s name is 
listed first in court filings, the 
majority deemed his claims 

to be moot because he’s now 
21 and is no longer subject to 
the restriction. Marshall, who 
is 19, wants to buy a handgun 
for self-defense, noting in the 
lawsuit that she obtained a 
domestic violence protective 
order against an ex-boyfriend 
and her work as an equestrian 
trainer often places her in 
remote, rural areas where she 
may feel unsafe without ac-
cess to a defensive weapon.

The plaintiffs lost in federal 
district court, with Senior U.S. 
District Judge Glen E. Conrad 
ruling in October 2019 that 
the age restriction is primarily 
a burden on licensed dealers 
and doesn’t qualify as a “func-
tional prohibition” on gun 
ownership. The 4th Circuit 
panel disagreed, with Rich-
ardson writing, “Not all young 
adults have friends or family 
members who are able or will-
ing to gift them a gun.”

Appellate judges noted that 
the Constitution’s framers 
intended the Second Amend-
ment for adults 18 and up. An 
appendix of colonial militia 
laws that predate the Bill of 
Rights’ ratification filed with 
the majority opinion shows 16 
and 18 as the only age limits 
on armed militia service.

The 4th Circuit is likely to 
rehear the case en banc, and 
whichever party loses that 
round is expected to appeal. 
On his “Volokh Conspiracy” 
blog, UCLA law professor 
Eugene Volokh predicted that 
the Supreme Court will weigh 
in if the full 4th Circuit affirms 
the three-judge panel, as that 
would create a circuit split. 
The 5th Circuit previously up-
held the age restriction.

There’s no getting around 
the politically charged gun 
debate, and much of Richard-
son’s voluminous majority 
opinion and Circuit Judge 
James A. Wynn Jr.’s 53-page 
dissent provide fresh ammuni-
tion for Second Amendment 

defenders and gun control 
advocates. But if the deci-
sion stands, it could limit the 
spread of congressionally 
sanctioned age discrimination.

Eighteen is the legal age of 
majority — the dividing line 
between minors and adults. 
Yet officials continue to dilute 
this distinction and saddle 
young Americans with restric-
tions, favoring 21 as the de 
facto age of reason.

In 1984, the National 
Minimum Drinking Age Act 
strong-armed state legisla-
tures into adopting 21 as the 
new standard by threatening 
to reduce their share of fed-
eral highway funds. Tobacco 
is now treated similarly, as 
Congress raised the minimum 
purchase age in December 
2019.

All 18 states where mari-
juana is legal for recreational 
use set the purchase age at 21 
rather than 18. Pot remains 
illegal under federal law, 
though perhaps not for long.

Courts are less skeptical 
of these age restrictions be-
cause there’s no constitutional 
right to buy beer, cigarettes 
and cannabis. Upholding 
Hirschfeld v. ATF, however, 
could still build momentum 
for efforts to empower young 
Americans instead of infan-
tilizing them.

Are 18-year-olds real grown-
ups or adults in name only? At 
least where gun purchases are 
concerned, the highest court 
in the land may soon decide.

Corey Friedman is editor of The 
Enterprise and executive edi-
tor of Restoration NewsMedia. 
In this weekly column for Cre-
ators Syndicate, he explores 
solutions to political conflicts 
from an independent perspec-
tive. Follow him on Twitter @
coreywrites. To read features 
by other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.cre-
ators.com.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 

moon and the stars that you have established; what are hu-

man beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you 

care for them? (Psalm 8:3-4)

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to understand the breadth of your love 

for us so that we can learn to love you and your creation better. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

DONNA 
CROWE

COREY 
FRIEDMAN



OBITUARY
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Patrick Joseph Blessing 
Mar 11, 1937 — Jun 30, 2021

SPRING HOPE — Patrick Joseph Blessing, 
Col. USMC (ret.), Ph.D. Born 11 March 1937, 
Dublin, Ireland. Died 30 June 2021, Spring 
Hope, Nash County, N.C., USA.  Arrangements 
by Cornerstone Funeral Home, Nashville, N.C. 
27856. He will be buried with full military hon-
ors at Quantico National Cemetery on July 19, 
2021.He is preceded in death by his beloved par-
ents and a sister, and many fellow Marines who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. Pat leaves behind 
his wife, Callie Williamson, daughter Olwen 
Blessing, and son John Blessing, as well as three 
brothers and a sister in Ireland. He also leaves 
several nieces, nephews, and cousins and many 
friends both in America and abroad. Those who 
knew and loved Pat Blessing will remember a 
man who fought his entire life for what was im-
portant to him: for his family, for his troops, for 
the people, and for a better future for America, 
the land of opportunity. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in his honor to the Spaulding 
Family Resource Center in Spring Hope, North 
Carolina.

Prosecutors: Rocky Mount 
gang leader indicted
From staff reports

GREENVILLE — A federal grand 
jury has returned an indictment 
charging three Rocky Mount indi-
viduals and one Wendell woman 
with various narcotics distribution 
and fraud-related charges. 

Tyrone Foreman, also known 
as Ty Nitty, 33, is alleged to be the 
leader of a United Blood Nation 
set operating a heroin and fen-
tanyl distribution ring in Nash and 
Edgecombe counties. Over the past 
three years, local, state and federal 
authorities conducted an extensive 
investigation into Foreman’s orga-
nization, including the importation 
and distribution of various drugs 
and several gang-related shootings 
in Rocky Mount.

“The level of law enforcement co-
operation to investigate the crimes 
committed by this violent organi-
zation was incredible,” said Nash 
County Sheriff Keith Stone. “This 
case is yet another example of law 
enforcement partners working 
together to effectively dismantle 
criminal organizations which 
threaten the citizens of Nash and 
Edgecombe counties.”

According to a complaint filed in 
June, investigators identified a New 
York City man supplying Foreman 
with heroin and fentanyl mixtures 
for distribution in Rocky Mount.

After investigators discovered 
this individual bringing large quan-
tities of heroin and fentanyl mix-
tures to Foreman, prosecutors say 
they tracked Foreman traveling to 
New York City to pick up another 
heroin and fentanyl mixture supply.

On Dec. 11, 2020, during Fore-
man’s return trip to Rocky Mount, 
Maryland authorities stopped 
Foreman’s car for failure to wear a 
seat belt. Inside the car, authorities 
found more than 3,500 bags of a 
heroin and fentanyl mixture.

The indictment, charging Fore-

man and Vernisha Marie Suggs, 34, 
of Rocky Mount, with narcotics-

related violations, also 
alleges Foreman and 
two others conspired to 
commit wire and mail 
fraud related to federal 
unemployment bene-
fits created in response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

According to the 
indictment, Foreman, 
Undia Fenne Sharpe, 
39, of Rocky Mount, 
and Minnie Marie 
Edwards, 36, of Wen-
dell, fraudulently filed 
claims using the infor-
mation of individuals 

incarcerated in federal and state 
prisons.

After filing the fraudulent claims, 
the co-conspirators distributed the un-
employment benefits amongst them-
selves and other co-conspirators.

Foreman is charged with one 
count of conspiring to distribute 
and possess with intent to distrib-
ute 1,000 grams or more of heroin, 
400 grams or more of fentanyl and 
a quantity of marijuana; one count 
of possessing with intent to distrib-
ute heroin and fentanyl; one count 
of possessing with intent to distrib-
ute heroin and marijuana; and one 
count of conspiring to commit mail 
and wire fraud.

If convicted, Foreman faces a 
mandatory minimum of 10 years 
and a maximum of life in prison.

Suggs is charged with one count 
of conspiring to distribute and pos-
sess with intent to distribute heroin 
and one count of possessing with 
intent to distribute a quantity of 
heroin. If convicted, Suggs faces a 
maximum of 40 years in prison.

Sharpe is charged with one count 
of conspiring to commit mail and 
wire fraud.  If convicted, Sharpe 
faces a maximum of 20 years in 

prison.
Edwards is charged with one 

count of possessing 
with intent to distribute 
a quantity of cocaine 
base, commonly called 
crack, and one count of 
conspiring to commit 
mail and wire fraud. 
If convicted, Edwards 
faces a maximum of 40 
years in prison.

This investigation 
and indictment are the 
result of a coordinated 
effort on the part of a 
coalition of local, state 
and federal agencies 
over a three-year span.

These agencies in-
clude the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office, Rocky Mount Police Depart-
ment, Edgecombe County Sheriff’s 
Office, Nashville Police Depart-
ment, Halifax County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives, the 
Drug Enforcement Administration, 
the N.C. Department of Commerce 
Division of Employment Security 
and the Office of the 8th Prosecuto-
rial District of North Carolina.

The U.S. Justice Department and 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office are ag-
gressively pursuing violent drug 
traffickers, and this case targeted 
an organization who evaded justice 
and spread deadly narcotics in the 
community for years, said G. Nor-
man Acker III, acting U.S. attorney 
for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina.

“This indictment represents an-
other step in a coordinated effort 
to Take Back North Carolina from 
those who wish to bring harm to 
the citizens of the Eastern District 
of North Carolina,” said Acker, who 
pointed out in his announcement 
that an indictment is an accusation 
and defendants are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in court.

Edwards

Foreman

Sharpe

Suggs

Drug dealer 
gets 8-year 
prison sentence
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
convicted drug dealer 

has been 
sentenced 
to federal 
prison.

James 
Montez 
Wood-
ley, 36, 
received 

a prison sentence of 
eight years and seven 
months in the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons for 
convictions of distri-
bution of heroin and 
fentanyl in the Rocky 
Mount area.

The charges stemmed 
from a 2019 case led by 
the Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office Narcotics 

Division. 
Woodley was on fed-

eral probation at the 
time of his arrest, which 
resulted in revocation, 
according to a press re-
lease from Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina of the 
Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

“This arrest is an-
other great result of 
keeping our communi-
ty safe,” Nash County 
Sheriff Keith Stone 
said in the release. 
“The information 
provided by citizens 
is what made this pos-
sible. I appreciate the 
public trust and close 
working relationship 
with our community. 
Together, we make safe 
communities.” 

Woodley

Police seek suspects 
in Rocky Mount 
home invasion

The Rocky Mount Police Department released this home 
security camera image showing two people accused of 
breaking into an occupied home on Julian Court.  
Contributed photo

From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — 
City police are looking 
for two suspects in a 
midnight armed home 
invasion.

Officers responded to a 
reported robbery on the 
100 block of Julian Court 
at 12 a.m. on July 13, said 
Cpl. Ricky Jackson, pub-
lic information officer for 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department.

Residents told police 
that two perpetrators, a 
man and woman, bran-
dished a firearm, entered 
their house, held them at 
gunpoint and assaulted 
them, Jackson said.

“The suspects ran-
sacked the home and 
took several items before 
fleeing the residence,” 
Jackson said.  

Police describe the 
robbers as a Black man 
weighing 180-220 pounds 
and standing between 5 
feet, 10 inches and 6 feet 
tall and a Black woman 
between 5 feet, 8 inches 
and 5 feet, 10 inches tall 
who weighs 280-320 
pounds. 

Anyone with informa-
tion can call the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-
ment at 252-972-1411 
or Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-
1111. 

Police: Knife-
wielding man 
robbed Circle K

Police released this surveillance image showing a man 
accused of robbing a Circle K convenience store in Rocky 
Mount. Contributed photo 

From staff reports 

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police are looking for a 
man accused of holding 
up a local convenience 
store at knifepoint.

Officers responded to a 
1:15 a.m. July 13 robbery 
call at Circle K on Sunset 
Avenue, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-
ment.

Store clerks told police 
that a Black man entered 
the store, walked around 
the counter, brandished 

a knife and demanded 
money from the register, 
Jackson said.

“The suspect took an 
unknown amount of 
U.S. currency and fled 
the scene before offi-
cers arrived,” Jackson 
said.

Police describe the per-
petrator as 5 feet, 10 inch-
es to 6 feet tall. No weight 
was given.

Anyone with informa-
tion call the Rocky Mount 
Police Department at 252-
972-1411 or Twin County 
Crime Stoppers at 252-
977-1111. 

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use the newspaper as a tablecloth 



From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — In re-
sponse to a spike in car break-
ins, city police are restarting the 
9 p.m. routine.

Authorities have posted social 
media reminders advising resi-
dents to remove valuables from 
their vehicles, lock car doors 
and lock their homes since 
2015, often using #9pmRoutine 
as a hashtag on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

“Periodically, we will send 
out a nightly reminder at 9 
p.m. to lock up. In addition, we 
ask residents to set a nightly 
reminder on their smart-
phones or other devices that 
will remind them to follow the 

#9pmRoutine,” said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public information 
officer for the Rocky Mount Po-
lice Department.

Police responded to 29 re-
ported larcenies from motor 
vehicles in June. In these cases, 
48% of the vehicles were unse-
cured.

Rocky Mount has charted 98 
reported car break-ins since 
Jan. 1, with 38% of cars un-
locked. 

“The goal of the Rocky Mount 
Police Department is to raise 
awareness and emphasize the 
importance of securing your ve-
hicles and removing your valu-
able items,” Jackson said.

Rocky Mount has about 
58,000 residents.
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‘9 p.m. routine’ back in action to prevent crime
EXPANDED 

COVERAGE

Scan this QR code with your 

smartphone or mobile device 

to watch a video posted with 

this story online.

An actor posing as a thief, complete with a black ski mask, grabs cash 
from the console of an unlocked car in a scene from the Rocky Mount 
Police Department’s public service announcement video encouraging 
residents to secure their valuables. Enterprise screen capture 

License and Theft Bureau offers car theft prevention tips
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — In recognition of National 
Vehicle Theft Prevention Month, the N.C. 
License and Theft Bureau wants to help 
vehicle owners protect their vehicles and 
property.

Today’s vehicle technology is more 
advanced, and thieves are smarter and 
more resourceful. If thieves can gain en-
try to your car, they have many ways to 
access wires or break the ignition to start 
the car and drive off with it. They can 
also use relay boxes to boost the radio 
frequency emitted by a key fob or smart 

key to access and drive off with vehicles.
The License and Theft Bureau would 

like vehicle owners to consider the fol-
lowing tips to deter vehicle thefts:

• Lock your car and take the keys or 
fob with you.

• Park in secure areas. 
• Do not leave valuables in your car 

that may entice thieves.
• Invest in anti-theft devices, such as 

a car alarm, wheel lock or GPS tracking 
device. 

• Never leave your car running unat-
tended, even during cold seasons, which 
is the most common time for auto thefts.

“The bureau encourages drivers and 
passengers to take precautions to protect 
their vehicles and vehicle contents from 
theft by using the Lock It or Lose It ap-
proach,” said License and Theft Bureau 
Director Eric Copeland. “If the vehicle 
is locked and valuables are out of sight, 
you reduce your odds of being a crime 
statistic.”

According to the N.C. State Bureau 
of Investigation “2019 Crime in N.C.” 
report released in December 2020, there 
was a 3.9% increase in motor vehicle 
thefts between 2018 and 2019. Data from 
the Insurance Information Institute indi-

cates a national 26-year decline in motor 
vehicle thefts up to 2019, but these types 
of crimes have increased significantly 
since 2020.  

Since 1921, the N.C. License and Theft 
Bureau has been tasked with prevent-
ing motor vehicle theft and fraud. The 
bureau recovered 1,224 vehicles with a 
total value of $13.3 million in 2019 and 
883 vehicles in 2020 with a total value of 
$8.9 million.

The License and Theft Bureau cele-
brates its 100th anniversary this year. For 
more information, visit www.ncdot.gov 
and search “License and Theft.”  

Man charged 
in Walmart 
kidnapping attempt
The Wake Weekly

WAKE FOREST — A 
Franklin County man 

has been 
arrested in 
connection 
with an in-
cident at the 
Wake Forest 
Walmart, po-
lice officials 
said.

Raymond Leonard 
Mancini, 63, was ar-
rested Saturday evening 
and charged with taking 
indecent liberties with 
a minor and attempted 
kidnapping, according 

to Wake Forest town 
spokesman Bill Crab-
tree.

He’s accused of ap-
proaching a girl at 
Walmart around 9:30 
p.m. on Friday. The girl, 
who was uninjured, 
said he made unwanted 
sexual advances toward 
her. When she informed 
her parents, authorities 
say the man fled the 
store.

Mancini, of Hampton 
Lane in Youngsville, 
was placed in the Wake 
County Detention Center 
under a $50,000 secured 
bond.  

Mancini

AG: Watch out for vaccine lottery scams
For The Enterprise 

The N.C. Department of Justice 
has seen reports of North Caro-
linians being contacted and told 
they’ve won one of the $1 million 
prizes in North Carolina’s “Your 
Shot at $1 Million” vaccine cash 
drawings. 

While the vaccine lottery is real, 
Attorney General Josh Stein’s office 
says scammers are trying to take 
advantage of this lottery to steal 
North Carolinians’ hard-earned dol-
lars.

The scammer may pretend to be 

from the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services or the N.C. 
Education Lottery and will either 
call, text, or email to say that you’ve 
won $1 million. He or she may ask 
you to send money, gift cards, pay 
a fee or make a donation to receive 
your prize. These are all scams — 
you never have to pay fees to win a 
prize.

The NCDHHS will never ask you 
to send in money in exchange for 
your prize. The agency will also not 
ask for, and you should not share, 
any of the following information:

• Credit card number.

• Social Security number.
• Driver’s license number.
• Passport number.
• Bank account numbers.
If the scammer contacts you over 

text or email, he or she may ask you 
to click on a link to claim your prize. 
Do not click on links or download 
attachments from senders you don’t 
recognize — these are often phish-
ing attempts to access your data.

Any North Carolina resident who 
may have been the victim of a scam 
is encouraged to call 877-5-NO-
SCAM or file a complaint online at 
https://ncdoj.gov/complaint. 

Providence Bank reports 2nd quarter 
earnings, 3rd quarter dividend
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Providence Bank boosted 

its second-
quarter net in-
come by more 
than 48% 
from 2020 to 
2021.

Holding 
company 
PB Financial 

Corp. reported net income 
of $2,458,844 for the quar-
ter that ended June 30 
compared to $1,658,212 
for the same period in 
2020, an increase of 
48.28%, President and 
CEO Ted E. Whitehurst 
announced. 

For the six-month period 
that ended June 30, net in-
come was $4,609,269 com-
pared to $3,174,150 for the 
same period in 2020, an 
increase of 45.21%.

As of June 30, the com-
pany reported total assets 
of $626.1 million com-
pared to $563.9 million on 
June 30, 2020, an increase 

of 11.04%. 
Total deposits were 

$495.5 million and gross 
loans were $501.7 million 
at the end of the second 
quarter of 2021, compared 
to total deposits of $426.7 
million and gross loans of 
$443.8 million at the end 
of the second quarter of 
2020, increases of 16.13% 
and 13.04% respectively.

“I’m extremely pleased 
with our financial results,” 
Whitehurst said in a news 
release. “We had record 
quarterly earnings as we 
continue to experience 
strong organic growth 
throughout the organiza-
tion. Our Raleigh location, 
which opened in late 2020, 
has exceeded our expecta-
tions. The hard work and 
dedication of our employ-
ees to serve our custom-
ers continues to drive our 
success. As always, we 
will continue to look for 
opportunities to further 
enhance shareholder 
value.”

For the six-month period 

that ended June 30, the 
company had basic earn-
ings of $2.10 per share 
compared to $1.43 per 
share for the same period 
last year, an increase of 
46.85%. As of June 30, the 
book value per common 
share was $27.74 com-
pared to $25.46 on June 
30, 2020, an increase of 
8.96%. 

DIVIDEND ANNOUNCED

Providence Bank’s 
Board of Directors ap-
proved a quarterly cash 
dividend of $0.26 per 
share on common stock 
outstanding to sharehold-
ers of record at the close 
of business on Aug. 2. The 
dividend is payable on 
Aug. 23. 

This is an increase of 
about 23.81% from the 
dividend paid during the 
third quarter of 2020. This 
represents a $1.04 divi-
dend on an annual basis 
and a yield of 2.98% based 
on the July 6 closing price 

of $34.86 per share. 
“This represents our 

39th consecutive quarterly 
cash dividend,” Whitehu-
rst said. “Our consistent 
financial performance 
has allowed us to increase 
our cash dividend each 
quarter since we began 
paying dividends in the 
first quarter of 2012. This 
increase in our quarterly 
cash dividend is part of 
our continued strategy 
to enhance shareholder 
value, which we believe 
sets us apart from other 
community banks.”

PB Financial Corp. is 
headquartered at 450 N. 
Winstead Ave. in Rocky 
Mount. As of June 30, the 
company reported total 
assets of $626.1 million, 
loans of $501.7 million 
and total deposits of 
$495.5 million.

Providence Bank is a 
state-chartered commu-
nity bank with branches 
in Rocky Mount, Tarboro, 
Nashville, Wilson and Ra-
leigh. 

Whitehurst

New Glendale-Kenly Elementary principal named
Johnstonian News 

SMITHFIELD — Kelly Holland is 
the new principal of Glendale-Kenly 
Elementary School.

The Johnston County Board of Ed-
ucation approved the appointment 
during its July 13 meeting. Holland 
replaces Cole Yarborough, who re-
signed earlier this year after his ar-
rest on a sexual assault charge.

“I am honored to serve as princi-
pal of Glendale-Kenly Elementary 
School,” Holland said in a prepared 
statement. “It is a blessing to work 

in a community I love. I look for-
ward to partnering with the amaz-

ing families, students 
and staff to accomplish 
great things.”

An educator for 
nearly 20 years, Holland 
was most recently the 
assistant principal at 
Glendale-Kenly. Before 
she became an assistant 

principal, she was a teacher at South 
Smithfield Elementary School.

Holland holds a master’s degree 
in education administration from 

East Carolina University, a master’s 
in curriculum and instruction super-
vision from N.C. State University 
and a bachelor’s degree from Meth-
odist College.

“We are looking forward to Ms. 
Holland continuing to bring her ex-
pertise to the Glendale-Elementary 
School community,” said Johnston 
County Public Schools Superinten-
dent Eric Bracy. “I feel confident 
that the school will accomplish 
great things under her leadership.”

Holland began her new duties 
July 14.  

Holland



For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — AgCaro-
lina Farm Credit is accept-
ing applications for its 
Ag Biz programs through 
Aug. 6.

“AgCarolina Farm Credit 
supports these Ag Biz 
programs because we 
believe in education as a 
way to guide individuals 
to become better manag-
ers of their operations,” 
President and CEO Dave 
Corum said in a news 
release. “The continued 
investment in young, 
beginning, small and vet-
eran farmers is our way 
to ensure the agriculture 
industry in North Carolina 

remains a cornerstone of 
our economy.”

AgCarolina offers two 
programs with a focus on 
assisting participants and 
their families with busi-
ness planning, among 
other key financial and 
money matters related to 
an agricultural operation. 

Ag Biz Basics is de-
signed for young, begin-
ning, small and veteran in-
dividuals who are thinking 
about or in the beginning 
stages of starting a farm-
ing operation.

Ag Biz Planner is de-
signed for young, begin-
ning, small and veteran in-
dividuals who are already 
farming. This course is 

more in-depth and offers 
participants the opportu-
nity to create a business 
plan specifically for their 
farming operation.

The programs will begin 
Aug. 30 and conclude with 
a final conference in Janu-
ary.   

To begin the application 
process, call John Bledsoe 
at 919-250-9500, extension 
393.

AgCarolina Farm 
Credit, a farmer-owned 
financial cooperative with 
headquarters in Raleigh, 
bills itself as the leading 
provider of credit to farm-
ers in central and eastern 
North Carolina, including 
Nash County.

AgCarolina has more 
than $1.5 billion in loans 
and commitments out-
standing to nearly 3,400 
North Carolina farmers. 
Loans are made to finance 
land, homes, farm build-
ings, operating expenses, 
livestock and equipment 
as well as other purposes. 

Credit life insurance, ap-
praisal services and leas-

ing are also available.
Individuals selected for 

the program will be noti-
fied. 
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Middlesex 
author publishes 
‘Gospel Glitter’
For The Enterprise 

MIDDLESEX — East-
ern North Carolina na-

tive Lindsay 
Stone Cor-
bett has pub-
lished her 
first book, 
“Gospel Glit-
ter: Learning 
to Shine in 
the Dark-

ness.”
This publication was 

released by Trilogy 
Christian Publishing, 
a subsidiary of Trinity 
Broadcasting Network. 

Her new book is a story 
of the light of truth, hope 
and faith discovered in 
the midst of dark and 
hopeless circumstances. 
The heavy darkness 
of sadness, loneliness, 
infertility, suffering and 
even grief cannot com-
pare with the light of 
truth found only in Jesus 
Christ, Corbett says.

“Gospel Glitter” repre-
sents the light of the Gos-
pel and how such tiny 
sparkles have the poten-
tial of shining brighter 
together and providing 
hope to the hopeless and 
strength to the weak. 

Her story is described 

as a raw depiction of 
emotional turmoil re-
lated to life’s hardships. 
Corbett reveals how she 
clung to God’s word for 
revelation and comfort. 
As she subordinated her 
own desires, Corbett 
says, his word was il-
luminated to her and 
caused her to continue 
believing for the impos-
sible. 

The 158-page book is 
available online at Ama-
zon, Target, Walmart, 
Barnes & Noble and 
Christian Bookstore. 
Readers can buy it lo-
cally at Faith Christian 
Bookstore in Wilson. 

Corbett is booking 
speaking engagements to 
tell her story to encour-
age others. She is also on 
social media platforms 
including Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. 
Email her at lindsay.
stone.corbett@gmail to 
book her for an event. 

Corbett is also a reg-
istered nurse and an 
East Carolina University 
graduate. She lives in 
Middlesex with her hus-
band, John Allen Corbett 
III of Wilson, and two 
children, Hudson and 
Charlotte.   

Corbett

State: Use caution to prevent heat-related illnesses
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — Public 
health officials with the 
North Carolina Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services advise 
employers, local health 
departments, emergency 
managers and residents 
to take precautions to 
protect their employ-
ees, constituents, pets 
and themselves from 
heat-related illness as 
temperatures across the 
state rise.

Prolonged exposure 
to heat can lead to de-
hydration, overheating, 
heat illness or even 
death. The North Caro-
lina Heat Report shows 
there were 1,042 emer-
gency department visits 
for heat-related illness 
from May 1 to July 
10. The most frequent 
heat-related diagnosis 
was for heat exhaus-
tion. 

Visits to emergency 
departments frequently 
increase in correlation 
with spikes in the Heat 
Index. It is important 
to pay attention to the 
weather if spending time 
outside as working and 
recreation outdoors are 
common activities that 
precede heat-related 
illness in high tempera-
tures.

“Heat exhaustion 
and other illnesses are 
serious, and this is the 
time of year we start to 

see heat-related hospi-
talizations rise,” said 
State Health Director 
and Chief Medical Of-
ficer Elizabeth Cuervo 
Tilson, a medical doctor 
who also holds a mas-
ter’s degree in public 
health. “Be aware of 
the risks, pay attention 
to how you are feeling 
when you are outside 
and take steps to pro-
tect yourself.”

Patients presenting 
at emergency depart-
ments with heat-related 
illnesses are mostly men 
ages 45-64, and most 
have been seen in hospi-
tals in North Carolina’s 
Piedmont and coastal 
regions. Common activi-
ties noted in emergency 
department visits were 
working outdoors and 
recreation. The number 
of emergency depart-
ments visits for heat-re-
lated illness this year are 
similar to the summer of 
2020.

Symptoms of heat-
related illness include 
muscle cramps, fatigue, 
weakness, dizziness, 
fainting, headaches, 
nausea and vomiting. 
Children, adults over 65, 
people without access 
to air conditioning and 
those with chronic health 
conditions are most vul-
nerable.

REDUCE RISKS

To reduce the risk of 

heat-related illness:
• Increase fluid intake.
• Take breaks in an 

air-conditioned shelter 
frequently if spending 
extended time outside.

• Reduce normal activity 
levels.

• Speak with your 
physician about how 
to stay safe if you take 
medicines that make 
you more vulnerable to 
heat, such as drugs for 
high blood pressure, mi-
graines, allergies, muscle 
spasms, mental illness 
and tranquilizers

• Check on neighbors, 
and if working outdoors, 
check on your co-work-
ers.

• Never leave children 
or pets unattended in ve-
hicles, especially during 
warm or hot weather, as 
temperature levels inside 
a car can reach a lethal 
level in a matter of min-
utes.

Additionally, as emer-
gency departments are 
seeing increased patients 
for heat-related illness, 
health officials continue 
to urge residents get 
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19 to protect them-
selves and others and 
to reduce the chance of 
needing care at a hospi-
tal. 

Vaccinations are ev-
erywhere and easy to 
get. People can get a 
vaccine at no-cost to 
them and can find a lo-
cation at www.myspot.

nc.gov.
If you or someone you 

know experiences heat-
related illness, move to a 
cool place, drink water, 
place cold cloths on the 
body and seek medical 
attention. 

FREE FANS AVAILABLE

Operation Fan Heat 
Relief — a summer pro-
gram intended to pro-
vide a more comfortable 
living environment and 
reduce heat related ill-
nesses for older adults 
and adults with disabili-
ties — runs through Oct. 
31. 

For eligibility and de-
tails on how eligible res-
idents can receive a fan, 
individuals may contact 
their Area Agency on 
Aging or the Division 
of Aging and Adult Ser-
vices’ Housing Program 
Consultant at 919-855-
3419.

Residents of Nash, 
Edgecombe and Wilson 
counties can contact the 
Area Agency on Aging ad-
ministered by the Upper 
Coastal Plain Council of 
Governments at 252-234-
5952.

For more information 
on how to prevent heat-
related health issues, or 
to sign up to receive the 
weekly North Carolina 
Heat Report via email, 
visit epi.dph.ncdhhs.
gov/oee/climate/heat.
html. 

AgCarolina offers agribusiness training programs

Farmworkers sort seedless personal watermelons July 6 in a Fresh-Pik Produce field in 
Wilson County. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia

Summer Open Garden days include cactus giveaway 
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The Juniper Level 
Botanic Garden, a $7.5 million gift 
to N.C. State University, will open 
for its second weekend of the sum-
mer this Friday through Sunday. 

Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 1-5 p.m. Sunday. 
There is no entry fee. For GPS di-
rections, input 9241 Sauls Road, 
Raleigh.

“Two open garden weekends 
are scheduled each season,” said 
founder and benefactor Tony Avent. 
“When our endowment at the uni-
versity is fully funded, that will al-
low us to open full-time as a public 
garden and a sister to (the) J.C. 
Raulston Arboretum.

Juniper Level held its first Sum-
mer Open Garden days on Friday, 
July 16, through Sunday, July 18. 

“The gardening boom of 2020 
continues prominently into 2021. 
There’s an almost unprecedented 
plant shortage in America, especial-
ly for long-production time plants 
like trees and shrubs. In many box 
stores, where 60% of Americans buy 
their plants, there’s a major short-
age. Retailers that do not propagate 
plants are struggling to get a wide 
range of plants. We are fortunate 
because we propagate most things 
here, but it’s still tough for us to 
keep up with demand.”

Avent detailed the garden’s cactus 

giveaway. 
“We’ll be giving away pads of 

prickly pear cactus to our visitors 
at our Summer Open Garden,” he 
said. “I’ve always been fascinated 
with cacti, so we now have over 
150 different kinds of prickly pear 
cactus  — probably the largest col-
lection in the world. Since we rein 
them in annually, we’re giving 
cactus pads to our visitors. You 
can plant them at home and enjoy 
them. The flower colors range the 

spectrum of the rainbow, and Native 
Americans have used the prickly 
pear cactus as a food crop for years.

The open garden weekend pro-
vides educational opportunities for 
the whole family, Avent said. 

“Adults and children are invited 
to come to Open Garden Days and 
learn more about insects from our 
entomologist Bill Reynolds. Bill 
used to be with the Museum of 
Natural Science; he’s down to earth, 
loves nature and enjoys talking with 
children. Bill’s an insect collector 
who’s also an expert on cicadas, 
which are very much in the news,” 
he explained.

Established in 1988 south of 
downtown Raleigh, the not-for-
profit Juniper Level Botanic Garden 
has grown into a 28-acre conserva-
tion and inspiration garden whose 
mission is to discover, grow, study, 
propagate and share the world’s 
flora. 

“Currently, we have just over 
27,000 different kinds of plants,” 
explained Avent. “That makes our 
botanic garden one of the top five 
collections in the United States.”

Fundraising efforts for the Ju-
niper Level Botanic Garden (tax 
ID 56-6000756) operate under the 
auspices of the Endowment Fund of 
North Carolina State University, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit. Donors receive 
an official receipt for contributions 
to the fund.  

The opuntia yellow shown here is an 
example of the prickly pear cacti the 
Juniper Level Botanic Garden will give 
away to visitors. Contributed photo 
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Butterfield: Medicare should pay for telehealth services

2 charged in mall drug bust

Ride will honor fallen Nash deputy
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117 

NASHVILLE — A national 
motorcycle ride honoring fallen 
law enforcement officers will 
make a stop in Nash County to 
pay respect to late Deputy Jared 
Allison.

The 17,000-mile End of Watch 
Ride across America will stop 
at the Nash County Courthouse 
on Friday. The time will be an-
nounced this week, said Chief 
Deputy Brandon Medina.

Allison died in the hospital 
on Dec. 1, 2020, succumbing 
to injuries he sustained in a 
Thanksgiving Day wreck while 
attempting to stop a motorcycle 
on the U.S. 301 bypass in Rocky 
Mount. 

An Army veteran, Allison 
served with the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office for two and a 
half years. He is survived by his 
wife and young son.

The ride honors men and 
women of law enforcement 
who, like Allison, paid the ul-
timate price in their service to 
their communities. Not only 
does the ride pay respect to 
fallen officers, it honors the 
families: husbands and wives, 
sons and daughters, mothers 
and fathers, brothers and sisters 
who are left behind to pick up 
the pieces, said organization 
founder Jagrut Shah, a former 
deputy sheriff.

“We want to show depart-
ments and their families who 
have lost partners and friends 
they are not alone,” Shah said. 

“We want to let families know 
that their loss has not been for-
gotten. A peaceful community 
is a prosperous community, and 
we owe a debt of gratitude to 
those officers who make it pos-
sible for us to live in a peaceful 
and free society.”

This year, the 83-day ride 
started May 28 at the Grant 
County Sheriff’s Office in Eph-
rata, Washington. The ride will 
make its way across the United 
States and conclude at Lone 
Wolf Harley Davidson in Spo-
kane Valley, Washington.

On Friday, day 57 of the ride, 
participants will stop at the 
Guilford County Sheriff’s Office 
in Greensboro; Durham County 
Sheriff’s Office in Durham; and 
the N.C. Highway Patrol in Ra-
leigh.  

Deputy Jared Allison, who died last year following a Thanksgiving Day 
crash, will be honored at the Nash County Courthouse during a Friday 
stop along the national End of Watch Ride. Contributed photo

Delta-8 THC 
gummies’ legal 
status unclear 

By Corey Friedman 
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7813 

ROCKY MOUNT — Two 
men face drug charges 
after authorities say 
Sheriff Keith Stone and 
his deputies caught them 
with marijuana outside 
the Golden East Crossing 
Mall.

Stone and Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office members 
were following up on 
complaints of drug sales 
at the mall when they 
saw 21-year-old Michael 
Jermain Wiggins of Delia 
Lane outside Tarboro and 
19-year-old Dominique 
Macklin-Cooper of Lewy 
Lane in Rocky Mount en-
gaging in suspicious activ-
ity on Thursday.

“Sheriff Stone observed 
two males near two ve-
hicles conducting illegal 
narcotics sales in the 
Dunham’s Sports park-
ing lot,” Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina said in a 
news release. “As deputies 
advanced toward a Toyota 
Highlander and Chrysler 
300, a subject later identi-
fied as Dominique Mack-
lin-Cooper exited out of 
the passenger side of the 
Toyota Highlander with a 
handgun in his hand.”  

Macklin-Cooper tossed 
the gun inside the Chrys-
ler sedan in an effort to 
hide it, Medina said. Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office 
K-9 Maya sniffed the ve-
hicles and provided a posi-
tive indication for illegal 
narcotics inside the SUV 
and car, giving deputies 
probable cause to search.

Deputies say they seized 
about 250 grams (8.8 
ounces) of marijuana and 
marijuana edibles and 
found a loaded Glock 43 
model 9mm pistol and 
a 50-round drum maga-
zine in Macklin-Cooper’s 
vehicle. A search of Wig-
gins’ vehicle turned up 
a Glock 19 model 9mm 
pistol loaded with an ex-
tended magazine, Medina 
said, adding that depu-
ties seized the handguns, 
marijuana and $1,600 in 

cash from the men.
An evidence photo of 

the seized property shows 
two bags of Stoner Patch 
branded gummies with 
packaging modeled after 
the Sour Patch Kids candy. 
Labels on both bags indi-
cate that they contain 750 
milligrams of delta-8 THC.

That compound is a 
chemical cousin of delta-9 
THC, the main component 
responsible for marijua-
na’s psychoactive effects. 
Delta-8 THC, however, can 

be synthesized from legal 
hemp. It’s sold in some 
North Carolina stores as a 
hemp product, but its legal 
status is unclear. 

Under U.S. Department 
of Agriculture guidelines, 
state regulators test hemp 
from N.C. Industrial 
Hemp Pilot Program par-
ticipants for delta-9 THC. 
Tests don’t determine 
whether delta-8 THC is 
present.

“USDA explained that 
there is no need to screen 

for Delta-8 THC because 
the concentration of 
Delta-8 THC in hemp is 
basically undetectable 
and contributes nothing 
significant to the total 
THC content,” according 
to the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture & Consumer 
Services, which regulates 
the commercial hemp in-
dustry.

State officials say the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration consid-
ers products with delta-8 

derived from cannabidiol, 
or CBD, to be illegal under 
federal law. The agricul-
ture department doesn’t 
specify the compound’s 
status under state statutes, 
noting on its website that 
“(w)hether Delta-8 THC 
derived from hemp is legal 
or not depends on who 
you ask.” 

Wiggins was charged 
with possession with in-
tent to sell or deliver mari-

Evidence seized in a search of two cars outside the Golden East Crossing Mall includes two Glock 9mm handguns, bagged marijuana, delta-8 THC 
gummies and more than $1,600 in cash. Contributed photo 

From staff reports 

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield has refiled a 
bipartisan bill to codify Medicare reim-
bursement for telehealth services ren-
dered by community health centers and 
rural health clinics.

Butterfield, D-Wilson, and Rep. Glenn 
“G.T.” Thompson, a Republican from 
Pennsylvania’s 15th Congressional 
District, introduced the HEALTH Act, 
or Helping Ensure Access to Local Tele-
Health, on Friday. In addition to pro-
viding for Medicare payments, the bill 
would allow these facilities to use audio-
only telehealth visits for patients without 
reliable broadband internet access.

The HEALTH Act was initially filed 
in June 2020 and referred to the House 
Energy and Commerce and Ways and 
Means committees. The bill didn’t re-

ceive a committee hearing or floor vote 
before the 116th Congress expired in 

January, requiring an updat-
ed version of the legislation 
to be introduced. 

In a Friday news release, 
Butterfield noted the high 
demand for telehealth ser-
vices during the COVID-19 
pandemic, especially in rural 
communities. He said the 

HEALTH Act builds upon provisions in 
the COVID-19 relief packages and pro-
vides access to vital health care services 
to more seniors, regardless of their geo-
graphic location.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has shown 
us that access to telehealth at community 
health centers has become more than just 
a convenience, but rather a critical ne-
cessity in America,” Butterfield said. “All 

patients, particularly our Medicare recipi-
ents, are in need of a solution to ensure 
access to telehealth services are free from 
undue barriers and restrictions. That is 
why I am proud to join Congressman 
G.T. Thompson in introducing this vital 
legislation to ensure vulnerable Medicare 
patients will be able to access necessary 
telehealth services at community health 
centers beyond the pandemic.”

Thompson, who was primary sponsor 
of the 2020 version, worked as a rehabili-
tation therapist manager before his elec-
tion to Congress. 

“As a former health care professional 
who spent nearly 30 years serving rural 
populations, I am amazed at how tele-
health services make life simpler for ru-
ral and underserved communities— and 
in particular older Americans,” Thomp-
son said in the release. “Continued use 

and promotion of these services will 
improve health equity by increasing ac-
cess to care for our most vulnerable. The 
HEALTH Act cuts red tape and perma-
nently allows community health centers 
and rural health clinics to furnish tele-
health services to their patients.”

The National Association of Communi-
ty Health Centers, National Association 
of Rural Health Clinics, North Carolina 
Community Health Center Association, 
Pennsylvania Association of Commu-
nity Health Centers and Keystone Rural 
Health Consortia are supporting the leg-
islation.

Butterfield became Nash County’s 
congressman when the 117th Congress 
was installed in January. Court-ordered 
redistricting moved Nash from North 
Carolina’s 2nd Congressional District 
into the 1st District.  

Butterfield

See BUST, Page 2B
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juana and maintaining a vehicle for 
a controlled substance, while Mack-
lin-Cooper was charged with pos-
session of up to one-half ounce of 
marijuana and carrying a concealed 
weapon. Magistrates assigned each 
suspect a $1,000 secured bond. 

Wiggins and Macklin-Cooper are 

scheduled to appear in Nash County 
District Court on July 29. 

The sheriff’s office credited tip-
sters’ information with facilitating 
the arrests.

“Sheriff Keith Stone and the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office would like 
to thank the citizens and business 
owners of Nash County with their 
continued information and sup-

port given,” Medina wrote in the 
news release. “Sheriff Stone believe 
the citizens and business owners 
of Nash County should be able to 
be safe in the community and be 
reminded that the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office will continue with 
proactive efforts to ensure we con-
tinue the War on Gangs, Guns and 
Drugs.”

continued from page 1B

Bust: Assigned each suspect a $1,000 secured bond

VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Hosting in the victory garden 
I woke 

up a 
couple 
of weeks 
ago with 
a brilliant 
idea. We 
should 
host a 
foreign 

exchange student this 
school year. 

Fortunately, my hus-
band was still too sleepy 
to object, and within a 
few minutes, I had signed 
up for information and 
had even picked out a 
student who would be a 
good fit. “Adela” — fake 
name used for privacy 
— is 17 and from Chile. 
Her hobbies are reading 
and history. She sounded 
perfect.

What I didn’t know was 
that most families plan for 
more than a few minutes. 
Most families plan months 
to a year in advance. 

It also didn’t occur to me 
that most of your neigh-
bors will think you are 
a little nuts. Fortunately, 
my neighbor thinks I’m 
nutty about a lot of things, 
and she was still gracious 
enough to give me a glow-
ing referral to be a host 
family. 

My children were really 
excited when I announced 
that we were hoping to 
have a new family mem-
ber for 10 months. 

My son wanted me to 
practice saying “chill 
-lay,” not “chili” like what 
I like to eat on a cold win-
ter day. My oldest daugh-
ter was bummed that 
I waited until she was 
out of the house to do 
this. My middle daugh-
ter wants to ask a ton of 

questions. My youngest 
daughter, who will be 
living with her, is just 
excited to not be an only 
child at home for a while 
— she’s been missing 
sharing chores and se-
crets since the other three 
kids have left the nest.

Upon asking permis-
sion from the school, I 
realized that I was late 
to the show. The super-
intendent was very nice 
but let me know the 
school system would 
have to provide a waiver 
of acceptance since 
the deadline was May 
1. Whoops, I definitely 
missed that. Officials 
granted the waiver. Now 
onto the next hurdle: 
home inspection.

Any time you say :in-
spection” after being in 
the military, you have at 
least a little dread. You 
think of the drill sergeant 
reaching above the door 
frame and finding dust! Or 
taking a Q-tip to a corner 
in the bathroom and find-
ing grime!

The couple who came 
for our home inspection 
were very nice. We were 
able to hear about the 
teenagers they’ve hosted 
over the years. They told 
us more about guest and 
host family expectations. 
We are expected to pro-
vide three meals a day, 
a room with a window, 
a bed and a door, and 
we would not receive 
any compensation. The 
hosted teenager may 
even want to call us Mom 
and Dad.

They didn’t feel above 
the door frame for dust. 
My dog did lick the lady’s 
hand immediately and 

the dog howled once she 
was banned from the 
room — this was a new 
trick just for company. 
She will whine occasion-
ally if she’s banned from 
a room, but she hasn’t 
howled until our inspec-
tors were present (typical 
kid behavior). But it must 
have been minor dings to 
our living environment 
because we passed and 
are anxiously awaiting 
Adela’s arrival in mid-
August.

What we learned was 
that hosting comes in 
different flavors. You 
can host long, like we’ve 
chosen for the school 
year. You can host shorter 
times like just summer or 
you can host temporary 
until a more permanent 
arrangement is found. 
What I’ve found in life is 
that one size does not fit 
all.

Gardening is the same. 
You may have the time 
and skill to live on what 
you grow. You may be like 
me and only grow what 
you really like fresh from 
the ground (someone 
please help me with all 
the tomatoes I’ve got right 
now). Or you may only 
have space for a few con-
tainers and some house-
plants. The beauty of it is 
adjusting to what works 
for you.

The one constraint we 
all have is time. I know 
this is cliché, but once it’s 
gone, it’s now a memory. 
I would like to encourage 
you to think about what 
experiences you and your 
family would like to have 
and set a plan to achieve 
them.

According to the Google 

dictionary, volunteer 
means to freely offer to 
take part in an enterprise 
or undertake a task. When 
we talk about plants, a 
volunteer is one that just 
shows up without being 
planted by you. Imagine 
with just a few hours each 
week from many people 
what amazing things can 
happen.

The small town I live 
in has some ladies who 
dream of a more vibrant 
and cohesive community. 
Eight ladies are changing 
our town little by little. 
Beauty is coming from 
ashes and friendships 
coming from digging in 
the dirt.

If you don’t know where 
to start, the Spring Hope 
Garden Club is always 
accepting new members. 
It has many areas to be in-
volved in that you can use 
your talents and interests 
in. See us on Facebook at 
Spring Hope Garden Club 
(Peggy Leggy is the ad-
ministrator). Come grow 
with us!

Another Spring Hope 
treasure that accepts vol-
unteers of all ages is the 
Spring Hope Museum. 
Stop by from 3-5 p.m. on 
Sundays and see where 
Spring Hope sprung from. 
You can find it at 400 W. 
Main St.

Wherever you are in 
your life, be sure to find 
time to share your talents, 
make fun memories and 
enjoy what you do.

Happy planting! 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Wendell to vote on 
mixed-use development 
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

WENDELL — The 
Wendell Board of Com-
missioners held a public 
hearing July 12 on the 
rezoning and annexation 
of around 55 acres on 
Rolesville Road and U.S. 
Highway 64 East. 

The property, tenta-
tively called the Glen-
non, is currently in Wake 
County’s jurisdiction and 
must be annexed before 
the town can rezone it 
to a corridor mixed-use 
conditional district. It’s 
roughly 700 feet north-
west of the future Wake 
Technical Community 
College site.

The property is already 
served by the Wendell-
Holmes Fire district and 
water and sewer are 
readily available, accord-
ing to Planning Director 
Bryan Coates.

The property owner, 
Bypass Properties, plans 
to develop 50,000 square 
feet of commercial space 
across three buildings, 
312 multi-family apart-
ments and 225 town-
houses. The construction 
will be split across four 
phases, starting with 
townhouses and a pocket 
park.

Craig Duerr with Stew-
art Engineering said the 
owner already had de-
velopers in place for the 
townhouses and apart-
ments.

Three residents spoke 
during the public hear-
ing, concerned about 
traffic issues in the area. 
The developer is required 
to create a collector road 
lined up with the Inter-
state 87 off-ramp with 
a signal and turn lanes, 
Coates said. The develop-
ment will also add turn 

lanes and extend two 
existing turn lanes, he 
added.

The commissioners 
will vote on the rezoning 
and annexation at their 
next meeting on Monday, 
July 26. 

To view the site 
plans, visit www.bit.
ly/3xHUmHk.

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS 

Wendell commissioners 
unanimously approved 
up to $60,000 to repair 
and improve a potentially 
dangerous sidewalk on 
Fourth Street between 
Pine and Main streets 
during the July 12 town 
board meeting. 

A resident reached 
out to the town to ex-
press concerns about 
the sidewalk, which isn’t 
currently accessible for 
people with disabilities, 
according to Town Man-
ager Marc Collins.

The project will replace 
the concrete sidewalk 
and underground drains, 
repair the curb and re-
move trip hazards and 
other “obstructions,” Col-
lins said. The newly in-
stalled poles will remain 
in place.

The town’s sidewalk 
replacement program 
will start in fiscal year 
2022-23, Collins said. 
However, he wanted to 
bring the Fourth Street 
sidewalk to the board’s 
attention sooner since 
there were some possible 
safety issues.

The board approved an 
allocation for sidewalk 
improvements not to ex-
ceed $60,000. The project 
would use Wendell’s fund 
balance reserve, Collins 
said.

Mayor Pro-tem John 
Boyette was absent.  

Damage to the sidewalk on Fourth Street in Wendell will 
be repaired following a unanimous vote during the town 
board’s July 12 meeting. Contributed photo 

NC State Fair salutes a big fan
Johnstonian News 

GARNER — As Tropi-
cal Storm Elsa swept 
through North Carolina 
on July 8, N.C. State Fair 
Manager Kent Yelver-
ton, fair mascot Casey 
Cardinal and members 
of the Deep Fried Crew 
traveled to WakeMed’s 
Garner Healthplex.

They went there to deliv-
er an invitation to Morgan 
Wilder, a Johnston County 
resident who’s a team 
lead medical assistant at 
WakeMed Physician Prac-
tices.

It all began with a late-
afternoon email in March 
from Dr. Michael So-
boeiro, who told fair lead-
ers he had an odd request. 
After months of long 
hours on the COVID-19 
pandemic’s front lines, 
the 2020 N.C. State Fair’s 
cancellation had crushed 
Wilder, his medical as-
sistant.

“I want you to know 
that there is no one in our 
organization who is more 
loyal and passionate 
than Morgan,” Soboeiro 
wrote. “She has worked 
incredibly hard during 
the COVID epidemic, 
spending the majority of 
her weekends testing and 
then vaccinating people 
for the virus.”

Soboeiro also said 
Wilder might well be the 
fair’s biggest fan and pro-
moter. 

“When it comes to the 
State Fair, she is con-
stantly urging everyone 
in the office to go,” he 

wrote. “I suspect she 
knows the names, loca-
tions and menus of the 
longtime food vendors 
as well as many of your 
staff.”

Soboeiro then asked if 
Morgan could be part of 
a fair taste-testing he had 
heard about.

That’s when inspiration 
struck, Yelverton said. 

“For months, our team 
had been brainstorm-
ing ways to recognize 
the struggle we have 
all faced due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and to 
honor those who have 
been on the front lines,” 

he said.
Yelverton said So-

boeiro’s email inspired a 
new program. Each year, 
the fair will invite an hon-
orary new foods judge to 
take part in Deep Fried 
Media Day, in which me-
dia members name their 
choice for best new food 
at the fair.

“We wouldn’t be where 
we are today without all 
the health care work-
ers across the state who 
have worked tirelessly 
to see us through to the 
other side,” Yelverton 
said. “Morgan embod-
ies the selfless service 

of the entire health care 
community, and we are 
honored to have her join 
us in October as a repre-
sentative of all her col-
leagues.”

“We’ve definitely found 
the best fit for the job,” 
Yelverton added. “Morgan 
brought her son on his 
first trip to the N.C. State 
Fair at 2 weeks old. Her 
favorite fair foods from 
the last few years have 
been shark on a stick and 
crack-n-cheese, a savory 
mix of turkey barbecue, 
macaroni and cheese, 
cracklins and barbecue 
sauce.” 

N.C. State Fair Manager Kent Yelverton, right, and fair mascot Casey Cardinal pose for 
a picture with Morgan Wilder, a medical assistant at the WakeMed Garner Healthplex. 
Contributed photo 
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Nothing is impossible with God’s help 
Great 

day at 
Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church. 
The faith-
ful were 
there to 
praise our 
Lord.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
loving presented to glorify 
God by Beverly Wilson 
in honor of her mother, 
Barbara, and her father, 
Beverly Privette, on their 
anniversary. They were 
married on June 23, 1951.

Pianist Jane May played 
a beautiful solo. Pastor 
Gene Whitehouse played 
a video presentation for 
Sunday’s special music, 
“It Is Well with My Soul,” 
by The Gracias Choir. 

The memory verse for 
the month of July is 1 Pe-
ter 2:16. 

Pastor’s message: “Un-
planned Interruption,” 
with Scripture from Luke 
8: 40-56.   

‘GOD LOVES YOU’

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is,“God Loves You!,” 
taken from “Fixing My 
Eyes On Jesus,” by Anne 
Graham Lotz.

“When our loving God 
looked down and saw our 
helplessness, our hope-
lessness, He did some-
thing about it. He came 
down from heaven in the 
person of Jesus Christ. He 
got involved in the lives of 
those flooded with sin and 
its consequences. 

“He gave us Living Wa-
ters to satisfy our thirst for 
fulfillment and meaning 
and happiness.

“He gave us the Bread 
of Life to strengthen and 
sustain us on our life’s 
journey. He shed His own 
blood to wash away the 
filth of our sin. He rose 
from the dead to give us 
brand-new life.

“Listen to me: God loves 
you! Stop doubting His 
love and simply receive it. 
Then say thank You, and 
love Him in return.” 

Psalm 52:8: “I trust in 
God’s unfailing love for 
ever and ever.” 

‘ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE’

My devotional this week 
is “All Things Are Pos-
sible” by Inspiration Min-
istries.

“Remember Jesus’ 
words in Matthew 
19:26, ‘With man this is 
impossible, but with God 
all things are possible.’

“As a child in 19th-cen-
tury Sweden, Lina Sandell 
had an illness that left 
her paralyzed and con-
fined in bed. The doctors 
considered her situation 
hopeless, but Lina and her 
parents continued to pray 
and believe that God could 
heal her.

“One Sunday morning 
when she was 12 years 

old, she remained home 
while her family went to 
church. Staying in tune 
with the message to be 
heard by her family, she 
picked up her Bible and 
read the text for the day, 
which told how Jesus 
raised Jairus’ daughter 
from the dead. People said 
that nothing could be done 
to help this girl. But Jesus 
knew that anything was 
possible to those who 
believe, and raised her to 
life.

“Lina saw herself in this 
story and thought that if 
Jesus could raise this dead 
girl, He could heal her 
paralysis. So, she prayed 
with all the fervor she had. 
Suddenly, she was filled 
with unspeakable joy. She 
got up and walked! It was 
a miracle!

“Lina went through 
many difficulties in her 
life, but always remem-
bered that God was with 
her, and that all things 
were possible with Him. 
She expressed this faith 
through the many hymns 
she wrote.

“Today, you may face 
situations that seem hope-
less. But the Bible tells us 
that, with God, nothing is 
impossible. He looks for 
people with faith who are 
willing to believe and trust 
Him, even when circum-
stances seem unlikely.

“When Lina Sandell 
believed that all things 
were possible, her life was 
changed. This kind of faith 
can change your life, too. 
Declare God’s promises 
to be true for you. Dare to 
believe that His power is 
available to you and that 
all things are possible. Be 
bold. Keep believing and 
do not doubt. With God, 
there are no limits.” 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• The Women’s Mission-
ary Union held its second 
meeting on July 14. The 
ladies are planning their 
annual Appalachian Back-
pack Ministry and a food 
drive starting in July for 
the Kennedy Children’s 
Home. They will start 
sending cards and letters 
and making phone calls to 
shut-ins. 

• The Peachtree Men’s 
Ministry met Thursday for 
the first time since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic began. 
Dinner of barbecue ribs, 
lima beans, potatoes, rolls 
and dessert was served to 
about 45 men. The next 
meeting will be Thursday, 
Aug. 19, starting at 6:30 
p.m.  

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Joan and Ray Eason 
and Bob Bunn and I spent 
the weekend in Lynch-
burg, Virginia. 

• Ephesus Baptist 
Church will present a 
Family Movie Night for 
the community at 6:45 
p.m. Friday, July 30. This 

will be a couples’ date 
night movie, “Fireproof.” 
There will be a movie 
for the children as well. 
Participants are asked to 
observe social distancing 
and public health guide-
lines. Ephesus Baptist 
shows family movies on 
the last Friday of every 
month.

• Floods Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church is 
collecting donations for 
the St. Vincent’s Island 
volcano victims. Please 
contact the church for a 
list of needs.

• Floods Chapel will 

start its men’s breakfast at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 21. 

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays two weeks be-
fore the events. 

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Dorothy Nelson, 
Bill Wakefield and Gail 
Brantley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Del-

cie Wakefield, Norman 
Whitley, Bert Eason, Jim 
English, father-in-law to 
Aaron Edwards, and Wal-
lace Edwards.

• Undergoing treatment: 
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley and Deborah 
Massey.

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hobgood 
and Preston Green. 

• In the hospital: Martha 
Edwards and Nancy Law, 
mother-in-law to Adam 
Edwards.

• Pray for the people 
and first responders in 

Surfside, Florida, involved 
in the apartment building 
collapse.

• Pray for the people of 
Europe during the flood-
ing disaster.

• Birthday blessings to 
Tabitha Edwards (July 25) 
and Bill Nelson (July 28).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN

It’s Your World.  

Read All About It...

The Enterprise
252-243-5151
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Photo exhibit showcases DC demonstrations
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7818 

WILSON — Makailah 
Batts walked slowly along 
a line of photographs, 
pointing out the things she 
liked about her favorite 
images to family members 
and friends.

The 13-year-old rising 
eighth grader at Elm City 
Middle School recently 
developed an interest in 
photography, so her fam-
ily took her to the Eyes on 
Main Street Gallery at 126 
and 128 Goldsboro St. S. 
in downtown Wilson on 
July 9.

“This young lady is a 
budding photographer,” 
Diane Moore said. “She 
just took a marvelous 
picture of me for my 70th 
birthday, and that’s why 
we are here today, because 
she is so interested and 
does such a great job with 
photography.” 

Makailah said other 
young Wilson photogra-
phers’ work inspired her. 

“I think they did a re-
ally good job,” Makailah 
said. “You can see how 
well they took pictures. 
Other people can see them 
and be inspired by them. 
Their pictures were just so 
amazing.”

Makailah’s mother, 
Jacynthia Batts, found 
Washington photographer 
Tracy Meehleib’s work 
impressive. Meehleib doc-
umented D.C. residents’ 
reaction to events of the 
last two years.

“I think everything that I 
saw today was real,” Batts 
said. “The biggest thing 
for me, whether it was 
something that I believed 

in personally or something 
that I didn’t particularly 
believe in: I think the most 
important part was that it 
was real, and it was able to 
be displayed. Everybody’s 
voice is out, and you can 
see it full force, so I think 
that’s great.”

Moore said it’s impor-
tant to interpret other peo-
ple’s ideas and thoughts 
from their pictures.

“You need to know ev-
erybody’s ideas,” Moore 
said. “I did see some 
things that touched me, 
but I did see a lot of other 
things that touched me in 
another way.”

The gallery hosted a July 
9 reception for Meehleib.

Meehlieb said she would 
document events in Wash-
ington on her lunch hour. 
She became familiar with 
D.C. while working as a 
bicycle courier in the city 
during the 1990s. She cur-

rently works at the Library 
of Congress.

“Every day I was going 
to any kind of event or ac-
tion, but also when there 
were no events or actions 
and Black Lives Matter 
Plaza was developing, so it 
became a kind of hub for 
different artists and activi-
ties and demonstrations,” 
Meehlieb said.

Meehleib lives about a 
mile north of the White 
House.

“I could bike down in 
like five minutes,” Meehli-
eb said. “I was going 
down there almost daily 
to do this work. I think it 
was a really unique time 
with the George Floyd 
murder that kind of set 
things off there. I feel like 
D.C. residents were re-
sponding in a very healthy 
way to what was hap-
pening and so much was 
happening week by week 

and it was so dynamic, 
and I hope that these pho-
tographs show just how 
responsive and how much 
joy there was in the D.C. 
residents.”

Meehlieb said many 
news accounts presented 
a skewed narrative of the 
protests and atmosphere 
being violent. She said 
that wasn’t the case.

“I really felt like it was 
a very healthy response 
to what was going on,” 
Meehlieb said. “The event 
on June 1 (2020) in front 
of St. John’s (Episcopal 
Church) really set things 
off, and then we had the 
death of John Lewis and 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and 
Amy Coney Barrett being 
nominated, and every day 
there was kind of layer 
and layer and layer on 
top of layer every day, too 
much to absorb, really, 
but people were really 

responding spontaneously 
and in a very concerned 
citizen way, in my opin-
ion.”

Meehlieb said residents 
showed their creativity, 
expressing themselves 
with signs and costumes 
she found “phenomenal 
every day.”

Jerome De Perlinghi, cu-
rative director for Eyes on 
Main Street, said Meehli-
eb’s work will be on dis-
play through July 31.

“Indeed, it is an interest-
ing subject. It is a history 
of the last year of what 
happened in the United 
States and the relation-
ships between people,” De 
Perlinghi said. “We may 
be Republicans and we 
may be Democrats, but 
what we want to do is live 
together in peace and live 
happily ever after, and I 
think this is one way one 
way to try to understand 
what the other is or what 
it may be.

“I think it would be ben-
eficial to everyone, every 
visitor, to come and have 
a look and make up their 
mind and think a little bit 
about what they see here 
on the walls. I think it is a 
great document. It shows 
how you can improve rela-
tionships, and I think that 
should always be the case. 
We may disagree on some-
thing, but we still want 
to live in peace. By com-
ing and looking at these 
photographs is a great 
way to start that thinking 
process.”

De Perlinghi said he was 
sure  Makailah got some-
thing out of her gallery 
visit.

“It is a learning curve. 
If each time she comes to 

the gallery she takes a few 
elements here and there 
and can forge a mind 
about what she wants to 
be and what she wants 
to think. I think that is 
the role of a gallery like 
Eyes on Main Street,” De 
Perlinghi said. “That is 
the role of Eyes on Main 
Street in general. That’s 
what we try to do with all 
our activities in a sense.”

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

PROGRAM

Eyes on Main Street has 
just restarted its artist in-
residence program after 
an extended break due to 
COVID-19.

Nashville, Tennessee, 
photographer David Rob-
ert Farmerie is artist-in-
residence this month.

“This town really has 
my heart. The people have 
my heart,” Farmarie said. 
“It is inspiring to have a 
community that is this 
openly welcoming to a 
person. I truly feel hon-
ored to be here. I haven’t 
had one bad experience. 
I could see myself com-
ing back here regularly. 
There are so many stories. 
It’s one of the places that 
I really want to tell every 
story about it. I want the 
world to know about Wil-
son.”

The Eyes on Main Street 
gallery is open Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Satu-
days from noon to 4 p.m. 
and Fridays from noon 
to 6 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit the outdoor 
photo festival’s redesigned 
website at www.eyeson-
mainstreetwilson.com, 
where its seventh edition 
is published.

Diane Moore, Jacynthia Batts and Makailah Batts discuss photographs at the Eyes on Main 
Street Gallery in downtown Wilson on July 9. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 

Breast cancer survivor to open doggie day cares
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

WAKE FOREST — 
Jenny Lasker knew she 
wanted to do something 
different after finishing 
treatment for breast can-
cer.

“Honestly, that was a 
real turning point of who I 
became,” said Lasker, who 
lives in Cary. “By nature, 

I’m kind of shy.”
That something differ-

ent? Open a doggy day 
care in Wake Forest. 

The Cary woman had 
been a social worker since 
1999. But after months 
of not feeling well, she 
stepped away from the 
work.

Two months later on 
Sept. 11, 2018, she was 
diagnosed with breast 

cancer.
“I had only seen the 

world of social work,” 
Lasker said. “It was just 
the right time after my 
health issues to say, 
‘Where do we look next?’”

Lasker knew she wanted 
to do something with her 
sister and her mother, 
and she wanted to do 
something to honor her 
father, Joel, who died 
of esophageal cancer in 
2006. He had always loved 
dogs, and Lasker and her 
sister grew up with dogs 
around. As adults, both 
own two dogs.

She did some research 
and found Hounds Town 
USA, a day care franchise 
that offers overnight 
boarding, dog and cat 
grooming and a pet taxi 
service. The sisters went 
to the company’s discov-
ery day, where they met 
founders Mike and Jackie 
Gould.

“I remember Mike say-
ing, ‘You want to jump 
off the cliff and do this 
journey,’ and inside of 
me, everything lit up,” 
Lasker said. “Yes, I’m go-
ing to take this jump be-
cause I’ve never jumped 
in my life. I’m going to 
do something totally dif-
ferent that I think I’m 
absolutely going to love, 
that I think I can be good 
at and that I know I’ve 
got the right people be-
hind me to get me set up 
for success.”

She said the Hounds 
Town corporate team 

makes franchisees feel 
like they’re part of the 
family. 

“You feel that your suc-
cess is their success and 
their success is your suc-
cess,” she said. “They have 
your best interest.”

Hounds Town requires 
its staff to receive training 
in dog psychology and 
behavior, Lasker said. The 
day care tests each dog for 
temperament, then groups 
the canines based on tem-
perament, size and energy 
level to play safely.

Lasker’s sister and mom 
work part-time, she said.

“My mom will be the 
company grandma to the 
animals. She wants to do 
the parties and see the 
animals,” Lasker said. “My 
sister gets to do the fun 
stuff with me. She and my 

mom get to do all the fun 
things, and I pretty much 
do all the operational 
stuff. I’ll be there full-
time.”

The fun stuff includes 
playing with the dogs, 
supervising play time and 
even throwing dog birth-
day parties.

“With Hounds Town, 
you are all about fun,” 
Lasker said. “You need to 
love fun, love the animals 
and what you do and love 
life.”

The Lasker family com-
mitted to opening three 
Hounds Town USA fran-
chises in the Triangle. 
They say the first will 
open on Capcom Avenue 
in Wake Forest in late 
summer or early fall.

“Wake Forest is defi-
nitely where we wanted 

to be,” Lasker said. “If 
you walk downtown Main 
Street, Wake Forest is 
what you would want for 
living.”

The Laskers love Wake 
Forest’s small-town feel 
and how it’s interested in 
growing its business com-
munity.

“You have a lot of busi-
nesses wanting to be 
there, and the people 
could not be nicer or more 
supportive,” Lasker said.

She never realized how 
difficult it was to run a 
small business before, 
Lasker said.

“Small businesses are 
what America is truly 
made out of,” she said. 
“They’re the ones that 
struggle to provide so 
many of the services, and 
I was very naive to that 
being a social worker 
who worked for bigger 
organizations. Now I’m in 
complete awe every time I 
go in one.”

Lasker prides herself on 
how connected the doggy 
day care is on social me-
dia. She has both a Face-
book and an Instagram 
page.

“You get to see the 
dog of the week. You 
get to see pictures and 
ask questions,” Lasker 
said. “By the time we’ve 
opened, you get a chance 
to really know who we 
are as people. I think our 
integrity and our love as 
a family and our love for 
your animals will speak 
for itself.”

From left, Andrea, Louise and Jenny Lasker plan to open 
three Hounds Town doggie day cares in the Triangle. 
Contributed photo 
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JOBS

Healthcare 
Opportunities

Action Health Staffing
is seeking PCAs, NA I's, NA II's for
immediate openings in home care.

Apply at a branch near you!
Smithfield, Wilson, Rocky Mount,

Greenville

Help Wanted 
Miscellaneous

EXPERIENCED CASHIERS
&

SHIFT SUPERVISORS
NEEDED

For busy Convenience Store
FULL & PART TIME

Must be able to work nights
& weekends.

EXP. IN CONVENIENCE STORE
A MUST!! BI-LINGUAL A+
Drug free work environment

Apply in Person at:
739 Ward Blvd, Wilson, NC

or Email:
mazinsaleh01@gmail.com

Rocky Mount NC Motel
Front Desk help wanted single or
couple with accommodation,

computer knowledge must. Apply by
email aeirockymountnc@gmail.com

Roofing/Gutter Service

Home Repairs

CLASSIFIEDS

The Enterprise
252-243-5151

Puppy 

Puddles

Read,  
Reuse  

& Recycle

The Enterprise
Good to  

the last word.

252-243-5151

River Rat Regatta returning to Smithfield
Johnstonian News 

SMITHFIELD — The Smith-
field Town Council earlier 
this month gave its blessing 
to the River Rat Regatta’s 
return.

The first race of cardboard 
boats took place in 2018. In-
clement weather forced the 
regatta’s cancellation in 2019, 
and the COVID-19 pandemic 
waylaid the 2020 race.

“We had a great turnout for 
the first River Rat Regatta in 
2018, with 33 creative and 
mostly well-built boats and an 
enthusiastic crowd cheering the 
teams on toward the finish line,” 
said Gary Johnson, head of the 
Smithfield Parks and Recreation 
Department, an organizer of the 
event. “After not being able to 

have the regatta for two years, 
we can’t wait to see the entries 
that people have been working 
on.”

This year’s regatta is sched-
uled for 4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
14, on the Neuse River along 
Front Street.

The race is for two-person 
boats. Boats and oars must be 
made entirely of corrugated 
cardboard, glue and duct tape. 
Entries will compete in two divi-
sions: adult and youths 12 and 
under. Boats with an adult and 
child will compete in the adult 
division.

The race— from the boat 
ramp to the bridge over the 
Neuse — will award prizes 
for the fastest two boats in 
the youth division and the 
top three boats in the adult 

division. The regatta will also 
recognize the best decorated 
boat and the most memorable 
sinking.

All racers must sign a waiver 
before competing. Racers 17 
and younger must have a par-
ent’s signature. Also, all racers 
must wear a life jacket, and rac-
ers 12 and younger must wear a 
helmet. Complete rules and the 
registration form are online at 
bit.ly/riverratregatta.

Here’s the schedule for Aug. 
14:

• Boat registration, 2-3 p.m.
• Boat judging, 3:30 p.m.
• Captains meeting, 3:45 p.m.
• Regatta starts, 4 p.m.
• Blind Joy, a classic rock 

band, will play from 7-9 p.m.
In case of rain, the regatta will 

move to Aug. 28. 
An entry in the first River Rat Regatta launches from the boat ramp on 
the Neuse River in Smithfield. Contributed photo

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use The Enterprise as a tableclothProtect yourself against ransomware attacks

Earlier 
this sum-
mer, North 
Carolin-
ians saw 
just how 
troubling 
a ran-
somware 
attack can 

be as the Colonial Pipeline 
shutdown wreaked havoc 
at gas stations across the 
Southeast. 

But this wasn’t a one-
time thing — ransomware 
attacks are on the rise. 
Last year alone, nearly a 
quarter of the 1,644 data 
breaches that companies 
reported to my office were 
caused by ransomware 
attacks.

Ransomware can refer 
to many types of malware 
that hackers use to gain 
access to a device or 
network for the purpose 
of holding its data for 
ransom. Ransomware 
isn’t just a scam. It actu-
ally infects devices and 
doesn’t go away until the 
ransom is paid. Even if a 
person or business pays 
the ransom, the data may 
not be recoverable. The 
financial impact of a ran-
somware attack can be 
overwhelming, so here 
are some ways to protect 
your data from this rising 
threat.

The most important 

thing you can do is be 
cautious with your data 
and online practices. Most 
ransomware can only get 
into your devices if you let 
it. Ransomware attackers 
like to take advantage of 
faulty networks, so make 
sure you install software 
updates when they’re 
available. Also make sure 
that you have antivirus 
and malware protection 
on your devices. These 
programs automatically 
scan your files for poten-
tial malware threats and 
can save you major head-
aches by finding and get-
ting rid of them.

Don’t click on links or 
download attachments 
from people or companies 
you’re not familiar with. 
Double and triple-check 
the email or phone num-
ber of anyone who sends 
you something to down-
load. And if you suspect a 
message is a phishing at-
tempt, which involves the 
hackers impersonating 
a person or organization 
that you know and trust, 
don’t click on or respond 
to it.

Protect your passwords. 
If you use the same 
password for different 
accounts and it gets com-
promised somewhere, 
cybercriminals could gain 
access to your devices 
and accounts and launch 

a ransomware attack. 
Set unique and complex 
passwords with numbers, 
symbols and a mixture 
of upper and lowercase 
letters. And change them 
regularly. 

You should also enable 
multi-factor authentica-
tion whenever possible — 
this can prevent hackers 
from logging into your ac-
counts even if they get one 
of your passwords.

And this is important: 
Remember to back up 
your data regularly. If you 
experience a ransomware 
attack, you’ll at least be 
able to access the infor-
mation you need from a 
secure source.

If you do fall victim to a 
ransomware attack, report 
it to the FBI or the U.S. 
Secret Service immedi-
ately, or call my office for 
guidance at 1-877-5-NO-
SCAM. 

We can never protect all 
of our information, or the 
information that others 
may have about us, from 
cyberattacks. But if we 
take steps to protect our 
data and networks, we can 
minimize the risks and 
save ourselves from per-
sonal and financial harm 
in the future.

Josh Stein is North Caro-
lina’s state attorney gen-
eral.  

JOSH 
STEIN

UNC and the debate over dissent 
We Americans have 

a contradictory history 
when it comes to tolerat-
ing, or not tolerating, dis-
sent. The latest chapter 
is the Nikole Hannah-
Jones controversy at 
UNC-Chapel Hill.

The fight, fittingly, 
played out around July 

4, the most American of holidays. We 
take off work, grill hot dogs and set off 
fireworks to celebrate our Declaration 
of Independence — and, supposedly, our 
dedication to independence of speech 
and thought.

That dedication has been tested from 
the nation’s beginning. 

In 1798, Congress and President John 
Adams passed the Alien and Sedition 
Acts. The sedition law outlawed any 
“false, scandalous and malicious writ-
ing” against Congress or the president 
and made it illegal to conspire “to oppose 
any measure or measures of the govern-
ment.” A congressman and a journalist 
were convicted and sent to jail. The laws 
were repealed or expired after Thomas 
Jefferson was elected president in 1800.

Race and dissent have long been inter-
twined. Before the Civil War, Southern 
states banned abolitionist writing and 
speaking. The U.S. House passed a Gag 
Resolution in 1836 to squelch discussion 
of abolishing slavery. For 100 years after 
the Civil War, advocating for Black Amer-
icans’ civil rights could be dangerous.

In the 1960s, racist demagogues like 
North Carolina’s Jesse Helms, a televi-
sion editorialist then, conflated com-
munism and civil rights. In 1983, Helms 
filibustered against a national holiday 
for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Helms said 
King followed a philosophy of ‘’action-
oriented Marxism’’ that ‘’is not compat-
ible with the concepts of this country.’’

Helms was a father of the Speaker Ban 
Law that thrust UNC-Chapel Hill into a 
battle over free speech almost 60 years 
ago. 

On the last day of the 1963 session, 
after just an hour of debate, the legisla-
ture enacted the law, which “prohibited 

speeches on North Carolina public col-
lege campuses by ‘known’ members of 
the Communist Party, persons ‘known’ 
to advocate the overthrow of the consti-
tutions of North Carolina or the United 
States or individuals who had pleaded 
the Fifth Amendment in order to decline 
answering questions concerning com-
munist subversion.”

For years, the ban embroiled the uni-
versity in controversy. Its accreditation 
was threatened. In 1969, a three-judge 
federal court ruled that the law was an 
unconstitutional violation of the First 
Amendment.

Now the university is embattled over 
Hannah-Jones, who won a Pulitzer Prize 
for The New York Times’ “The 1619 Proj-
ect.” The project tells how slavery has 
shaped America since slaves were first 
brought here more than 400 years ago.

Conservatives claim the 1619 viewpoint 
somehow threatens our 1776 national 
narrative. But both stories shaped our na-
tion’s history. Both should be studied.

When Hannah-Jones announced last 
week that she wouldn’t be coming to 
UNC, the state Republican Party exulted 
that she “will no longer be spreading her 
divisive agenda at UNC-Chapel Hill.”

Is that “cancel culture”?
Explaining her decision, Hannah-

Jones criticized the university’s leader-
ship. She called out Walter Hussman, 
the Arkansas publisher and big donor 
for whom the journalism school is now 
named and who opposed her hiring:

“I cannot imagine working at and ad-
vancing a school named for a man who 
lobbied against me, who used his wealth 
to influence the hires and ideology of the 
journalism school, who ignored my 20 
years of journalism experience, all of my 
credentials, all of my work, because he 
believed that a project that centered on 
Black Americans equaled the denigra-
tion of white Americans.”

Her decision is understandable. But 
many people at UNC stuck out their 
necks for her — and may get their heads 
cut off in retaliation. The fight for free-
dom of speech and thought will go on 
without her voice at Chapel Hill.

GARY 
PEARCE
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Communities struggle with meth outside opioid crisis’ spotlight
By Christian Green
Carolina Public Press 

While the opioid crisis 
gripped many rural areas 
of the state, the prolifera-
tion of methamphetamine 
challenged communities 
in western North Carolina.

“The biggest thing out 
here in Graham County 
is meth,” Graham County 
Health Director Beth 
Booth said. 

“Unlike opioids, with 
meth, there’s nowhere to 
point the blame and no 
one picking up the staff to 
fight it,” Booth said.

“There might not be as 
many deaths directly as-
sociated with it, but meth 
is readily available, it’s 
really cheap, it ruins lives 
and there really is no good 
treatment.” 

INSUFFICIENT DATA

The impact of meth on 
a specific community is 
difficult to assess from 
data, in part because one 
key data point used to 
illustrate the severity of 
a substance is overdose 
deaths. 

While the high rate of 
opioid deaths indicated 
the seriousness of the 
opioid epidemic, the out-
comes of meth use were 
more difficult to decipher 
because it’s less likely to 
result in a direct overdose 
death. 

In 2018, the state medi-
cal examiner told Carolina 
Public Press 160 people 
had died during the pre-
vious year as a result of 
methamphetamine-related 
overdoses. That was less 
than 10% of the 1,974 
opioid-related deaths re-
ported by the state medi-
cal examiner in the same 
year. 

But the death rate is 
only one factor in under-
standing the effect of meth 
use on communities. 

“I would certainly not 
want to give the impres-
sion that, just because 
deaths are lower, meth-
amphetamine is somehow 
less devastating to com-
munities and individuals,” 
said William T. Stetzer, 

acting U.S. attorney for 
the Western District of 
North Carolina. “Meth-
amphetamine might not 
have the same number 
of overdose deaths, but I 
think the misery index it 
brings is still very high as 
far as communities, tribes 
and families who are suf-
fering.”

Stetzer, who oversees 
the prosecution of crimi-
nal cases against drug 
trafficking organizations, 
described a “significant” 
increase in the amount 
of methamphetamine ar-
riving in North Carolina 
from cartels in Mexico 
via a supply line that runs 
through Atlanta to Char-
lotte before continuing to 
Tennessee and then north. 

In 2012, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection 
listed that it seized about 
18,000 pounds of metham-
phetamine crossing into 
the country. By 2018, that 
number had increased 
to 85,000 pounds, and 
in 2020, that number 
skyrocketed to 177,000 
pounds of methamphet-
amine and crystal meth. 

Local producers of meth 
within communities still 
exist, Stetzer said, but the 
influx of high-purity crys-
tal meth had caused prices 
to decrease by more than 
half. 

“More drugs come in, 
larger quantities are dis-
tributed to local dealers 
who, in turn, sell even 
more crystal meth into 
our communities,” Stetzer 
said. 

POLYSUBSTANCE USE

Across the state, 75% of 
drug-related deaths were 
caused by multiple drugs 
taken by a single user, or 
polysubstance use, ac-
cording to a recent North 
Carolina Health News 
report.

Polysubstance use 
compounds the challenge 
of determining meth’s 
impact in western North 
Carolina. 

Though meth is the 
dominant substance in 
Graham County, Booth 
said, it’s not uncommon 
for people to use multiple 
substances. Most com-
monly, they mix meth, a 
stimulant, with another 
substance that serves as 
a depressant, such as opi-
ates. 

“Right now, a lot of our 
participants are mixing 
meth with heroin or fen-
tanyl,” said Tanasia Boyd, 
the Buncombe County 
Department of Health and 
Human Services’ harm re-
duction coordinator. 

In North Carolina, the 
majority of recent over-
dose deaths have been 
among individuals using 
multiple substances, and 
nationally, the majority of 
overdose deaths involving 
stimulants like metham-
phetamine also involve an 
opiate. 

Over the past two de-
cades, Rebecca Smith, 
social work division direc-
tor with the Buncombe 
County DHHS, has seen 
different drugs come into 

and fade out of popularity. 
Today, though, she said it 
seems as if illicit substanc-
es are more available than 
ever before. Boyd agreed. 

In her experience, Boyd 
said, not a lot of people 
of color were using meth. 
“Now I’m starting to see 
more and more people,” 
she said. “It’s everybody. 
Everybody using every-
thing.” 

TREATMENT CHALLENGES

Even for those who are 
using only meth, receiving 
care or resources can be 
more difficult than for those 
using opiates, Boyd said.

In one situation Boyd 
encountered, a woman 
was using meth and want-
ed to seek treatment, but 
she had not yet been using 
it long enough to qualify 
for any detox protocols.

“She ended up having 
to wait a couple of weeks 
before finally getting in 
and getting treatment,” 
Boyd said. “She’s doing 
great now, which is good. 
But if she had had opiates 
in her system, it would 
have been automatic. She 
would have gotten in that 
day.” 

Even when those us-
ing meth are able to seek 
treatment, they face a dif-
ficult road because, unlike 
many other substances 
including opiates, no ap-
proved medication to treat 
a meth overdose or to al-
leviate withdrawal symp-
toms exists currently. 

“That’s the biggest dif-
ference when treating 
addiction for meth and 
for opiates — there are 
no treatment options for 
methamphetamine.” said 
Michael Nader, a profes-
sor of physiology and 
pharmacology at the Wake 
Forest University School 
of Medicine who special-
izes in stimulants. 

Nader’s colleague 
Thomas Martin, professor 
of anesthesiology at Wake 
Forest who studies pain 
and opioid abuse, said that 
when it comes to treating 
opiate addiction, three ap-
proved medications offer 
options. 

Naloxone, also known 
by its brand name Narcan, 
is a fast-acting medication 
that blocks the effects of 
opioids. It’s often used 
in emergencies to save 
someone experiencing an 
opioid overdose. 

The other two medica-
tions, methadone and 
buprenorphine, are long-
term treatments used 
to counter addiction to 
opioids. They are able to 
prevent or lessen with-
drawal symptoms while 
also decreasing the body’s 
response to opioids so 
that an individual is less 
likely to abuse them in the 
future. 

These drugs are used 
in combination with 
other treatments such as 
therapy and counseling in 
a process known as “medi-
cation-assisted treatment” 
to aid those who are ad-
dicted to opiates. 

“It’s honestly generally 
a lot easier to wean some-
one off of opioids than it is 
to get them off meth,” said 
Booth of Graham County. 

“There is no substance-
use treatment for meth, so 
they just have to quit on 
their own, and that’s really 
hard. So, it’s kind of coun-
terintuitive, but opioid 
addiction honestly seems 
probably like it would be 
the easier one to tackle.”

Joel Chisholm, an ad-
diction psychiatrist and 
behavioral health medical 
director of the Cherokee 
Indian Health Authority in 
Swain County, said he saw 
a similar dynamic in his 
clinics. 

“We see a lot more 
people who use opiates 
engage with treatment 
because we can provide 
them medication,” Ch-
isholm said. “The carrots 
are just a lot bigger for 
them to engage with treat-
ment versus someone us-
ing meth; we still provide 
them therapy and recov-
ery classes, but it’s a lot 
tougher.”

Ongoing research seeks 
to create medication 
that can serve a similar 
purpose for people who 
use stimulants, such as 
cocaine or methamphet-

amine, Nader said.
Creating treatment 

drugs in the current cli-
mate may be more diffi-
cult than in the past, Nad-
er said. Methadone, which 
was approved for use in 
treating opioid addiction 
in the 1960s, would likely 
not be approved today be-
cause it has some poten-
tial for abuse, he said. 

“The way the FDA has 
approached potential 
treatments for stimulant 
abuse,” Martin said, “… 
they want something that 
makes people abstinent 
but also has pretty much 
zero abuse liability and of 
itself.  Methadone certain-
ly doesn’t meet that crite-
ria for opioid treatment, so 
it’s true. There’s a chance 
it wouldn’t have been ap-
proved today.”

Nader said he hopes 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration will set 
out specific guidelines for 
what it would like to see in 
a methamphetamine treat-
ment, possibly a drug like 
methadone, which still has 
some similar effects, but 
to a much lesser degree 
so that it would have less 
chance to be abused. 

In the meantime, while 
no medication exists for 
treatment of meth and 
opioid use continues to 
receive higher prioritiza-
tion in many clinics when 
beds are scarce, it can be 
difficult for meth users to 
find help. 

“If we have someone 
coming … off meth (who) 
wants to get in for treat-
ment and beds are limited, 
there’s a chance they 
are actually not going to 
take them in,” said Sa-
mantha Brawley, a peer-
support specialist with the 
Asheville-based Sunrise 
Community for Recovery 
and Wellness and a medi-
cation-assisted treatment 
user.

“When that happens, we 
suggest that they sleep, 
eat and rest. But some-
times they don’t have a 
place to sleep, eat or rest, 
so it becomes a battle. It’s 
always a battle to try to 
get somebody in the right 
place at the right time.” 

Methamphetamine crystals are shown in a U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration photo. Public health officials 
say meth addiction is a top substance use issue in western 
North Carolina. Contributed photo 

Senate budget unfair to retired state employees
Dur-

ing my 
organiza-
tion’s half-
century of 
advocating 
for the 
interests 
of North 
Carolina’s 

retired governmental em-
ployees, we have had days 

when we were proud of 
our legislature.

We have also had times 
when our lawmakers have 
disappointed us and com-
pelled us to fight harder 
to secure a fair and just 
outcome for those who 
helped build this state into 
what it is today. There 
have been very few times 
when we felt both disap-

pointed and ashamed.
This is, unfortunately, 

one of those times. 
The Senate budget has 

been published and, once 
again, our legislators have 
inexcusably broken faith 
with their responsibilities 
to retired governmental 
employees.

Since 2008, our public-
sector retirees have had 
no meaningful increase in 
their retirement checks. 
Their pensions have lost at 
least 20% of their purchas-
ing power due to inflation. 
These workers served as 
Highway Patrol troop-
ers, public safety officers, 
health services providers, 
teachers, clerical workers 
and grounds and main-
tenance workers. Many 
worked in conditions 
where the salaries would 
not be acceptable today.

During their working 
years, they provided the 
underpinning for our state, 
which is now considered 
one of the fastest grow-
ing and best places to live 
in the USA. Compared to 
working in the private sec-
tor, their pay was modest, 
but they believed they had 
the security of a fair retire-
ment plan in their future.

When news broke last 
month that the state unex-
pectedly had a $6 billion 
surplus, we were confi-

dent that the legislature’s 
sense of fairness and 
justice would prevail, and 
our retirees would get the 
cost-of-living adjustment 
that was well overdue.

Sometimes people ask 
what is meant by a COLA 
and why it exists. Govern-
ment pensions are deter-
mined by a formula, based 
primarily on salary and 
years of service. A pen-
sioner knows in advance 
how many dollars will 
be in his or her monthly 
check.

It is meant to be fair and 
predictable, but there is 
a problem. The amount 
paid does not increase, 
but prices do. In the first 
few years of inflation, the 
reduction in purchasing 
power might be manage-
able as the retiree lives 
more and more frugally.  

Consider a woman who 
began her retirement in 
2008 at age 65 with a pen-
sion of $1,000 monthly. 
This year, she is 78 and 
her purchasing power, 
relative to 13 years ago, is 
only $800. She may need 
increased health care 
and prescription drugs. 
Those prices and co-pays 
steadily increase, as do 
the prices of food, utilities, 
services, etc. But her pur-
chasing power continues 
to shrink.

This is where COLAs 
come in.

A retiree’s loss of pur-
chasing power can be mit-
igated by the General As-
sembly granting a COLA 
so that his or her monthly 
check is brought closer 
to the purchasing power 
it originally promised. In 
some states, a COLA is 
tied to increases in the 
Consumer Price Index, the 
measure of the average 
price of a defined array 
of goods the public tends 
to purchase. The retirees 
in those states know that 
their purchasing power 
at retirement will remain 
constant, regardless of 
inflation.

Until 2008, North 
Carolina provided regular 
COLAs for retired govern-
ment workers. COLAs 
were expected to resume 
as needed once our finan-
cial crisis and the Great 
Recession passed. But that 
resumption did not occur. 

Inflation is rapidly in-
creasing the cost of food, 
fuel and medicine.

Older people were 
the most vulnerable de-
mographic during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Their contact with family, 
church friends, neighbors 
and others was cut off. 
Many remain in especially 
challenging and lonely cir-

cumstances.
The Senate is proposing 

$13.9 billion in tax cuts. 
Tax cuts help ordinary 
working people and of-
ten boost the economy. 
But they do little to help 
those no longer part of 
the workforce. How can 
the legislature enact such 
huge tax cuts while say-
ing there is no money to 
help our retirees? Failing 
to provide a desperately 
needed COLA to our retir-
ees is breaking faith with 
those who served the state 
and whose needs have 
become impossible to ig-
nore.

We are better than this. 
Our history shows us to 
have held certain values 
close — keeping promises, 
upholding obligations, 
demonstrating both fiscal 
responsibility as well as 
compassion. The General 
Assembly’s budget should 
demonstrate those values. 

Inflation and stagnant 
retirement checks are 
drowning our state pen-
sioners. 

Alice L. Bordsen is a mem-
ber of the N.C. Retired 
Government Employees 
Association Board of Di-
rectors. She previously 
served in the N.C. House 
representing Alamance 
County. 

ALICE L. 
BORDSEN
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