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Let’s get to know each other
One of my favorite 

Broadway tunes is “Get-
ting to Know You” from 
Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s “The King and I.” 
It’s the song where Anna 
introduces herself to the 
King of Siam’s many chil-
dren she has been hired to 
teach.

I’ve thought of that song 
often as I’ve worked on this new publica-
tion, Wide Awake.

The events publication gives residents in 
Johnston, Nash, Granville, Franklin, Wake 
and Wilson counties the chance to get to 
know each other a little better and the op-
portunity to explore events outside their 
hometown.

As a native of Wilson, I’m very famil-
iar with the opportunities offered in my 
county, from the N.C. Baseball Museum to 
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park. I’d be glad 
to tell you where to get the best barbecue, 
steak, doughnuts or cupcakes in Wilson, 
where to take in a concert or a play and 
where to take the children to play or ex-
plore.

I’ve been to a number of places in the 
region over the years, including museums 
and festivals, but there are so many ven-
ues and events that are unfamiliar to me 
including the N.C. Hot Sauce Contest and 
Festival in Oxford and Robertson Millpond 
Preserve in Wendell, featured in this edi-
tion.

Each month, it is my hope that we will all 
get to know each other a little better. We can 
learn about live music locales less than an 
hour’s drive from home or a festival, fair or 
museum that the whole family would enjoy. 

Day trips like these are so much fun and re-
quire little effort, but families have to know 
about the events first, of course.

That’s where we need your help. We 
want to hear about your events and loca-
tions. That includes plays, recitals, live 
music, art gallery openings, museums, 
festivals, county fairs and so much more. 
Visit the website at wideawakenc.com and 
click on the long black submit button near 
the top of the homepage to submit a free 
listing.

Wide Awake will be circulated in the 
six-county area, inserted in The Wilson 
Times, The Enterprise, The Johnsto-
nian News, The Wake Weekly and But-
ner-Creedmoor News at the end of each 
month. Wide Awake will feature events 
for the following month. Deadline is the 
15th of each month for the next month’s 
publication. 

Wide Awake will also be distributed at 
75 sites in the circulation region and can 
be viewed at wideawakenc.com. Think of 
the possibilities with the number of people 
we will reach with 20,000 copies in circu-
lation plus our website and social media 
posts.

We hope our publication will help us get 
to know each other and get us all out and 
moving.

If you have any questions about Wide 
Awake, let me know. You can reach me 
at editor@wideawakenc.com or 252-265-
7810. If you’d like to advertise in the pub-
lication, contact Shana Hoover, 252-265-
7858 or shana@restorationnewsmedia.
com.

Lisa Boykin Batts is associate editor of The 
Wilson Times and editor of Wide Awake. 
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Hitting a home run with fans
Mudcats 
baseball enjoying 
successful season
By Janelle Clevinger

Like most businesses, the Caroli-
na Mudcats Minor League baseball 
team was swimming against the cur-
rent during the 2020 COVID-19 pan-
demic. The tide turned in early 2021 
and has allowed the team, which is 
based in Zebulon at Five County Sta-
dium, to fully reopen and allow fans 
the baseball experience they had 
been craving.

“When this season began, we had a 
lot of restrictions, but by the second 
month everything was open again,” 
said Greg Young, director of mar-
keting and broadcast media for the 
Mudcats. “The fans’ response has 
been incredible. Amazing, actually. 
People were hungry to get back to 
normal and make up for lost time. 
We’ve seen fans spending a lot more 
time in their (stadium) sections with 
friends and family.”

The Mudcats organization, a mi-
nor league affiliate of the Milwaukee 
Brewers, has to follow not only state 
and local health guidelines, but also 
procedures handed down by Major 
League Baseball. The team played no 
games in April, which was a club first, 
began its season in May and will end 
the 2021 season in mid-September, a 
little later than usual.

“Attendance-wise, we’re still work-
ing to where we want to be, but we 
also have fewer games this season,” 
Young said. “It actually feels like a 
normal season.”

Young said Mudcats fans seem to 
be spending more money this year, 
noting that merchandise sales are 
much higher.

Fans have enjoyed games featuring 
special promotions, as they have in 
previous seasons. But COVID-19 
protocols have changed one thing 
promotion-wise this season — player 
autographs at games are not allowed, 
but fans have the chance to win 
pre-autographed posters on Tuesday 
night poster giveaways.

The Mudcats have three more 
nights of fireworks this season 
in case area residents did not get 
enough over the July 4 weekend: 
Aug. 6 and 20 and Sept. 3. 

Other season promotions include 
Winning Wednesdays, where fans 
in attendance that night come away 
with free tickets for the next Wednes-
day home games if the Mudcats win 
that night’s game.

All Sunday home games are 
WakeMed Five County Family Sun-
days, and new this year on those 
Sunday home games is the post-
game Catch on the Field, where fans 
can take the field just like the pros.

Also new this season is the August 
Heroes Weekend. The Aug. 20 home 

game will honor first responders. 
The Aug. 21 game will honor the mil-
itary, and Aug. 22 will honor teach-
ers. More information about these 
games is available on the Mudcats 
website.

Additional promotions this season 
include ECU Hat Giveaway (Aug. 6), 
’90s Night/Pinstriped Jersey Give-
away (Aug. 7), Pescados de Carolina 
Night (Sept. 4) and Fan Appreciation 
Night (Sept. 11).

For more information about the 
Mudcats’ 2021 season and to pur-
chase tickets, visit the website at 
https://www.milb.com/carolina-mud-
cats or call 919-269-2287. Five Coun-
ty Stadium is located at 1501 N.C. 39 
in Zebulon.

There’s still plenty of time to take in a Mudcats game this season. Evan Moesta | Carolina Mudcats
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WIDE AWAKE GRANVILLE

Museum showcases local history
By Amanda Dixon

OXFORD — With Granville 
County’s 275th anniversary this 
year, the Granville Museum is of-
fering a look at some local history 
highlights.

The museum’s director, Stephanie 
May, and associate director, Toni 
Anne Wheeler, say they are happy to 
talk with visitors about the museum’s 
exhibits, including the local history 
exhibit and the art exhibit.

The museum’s main office is 
housed at Harris Exhibit Hall in Ox-
ford. The history exhibit is next door 
in the Granville History Building, the 
former county jail.

May and Wheeler say that since 
Wheeler joined the team earlier this 
year, they have become a dynamic 
duo — to the point they can complete 
each other’s sentences. Wheeler 
was transitioning out of one job and 
thought she would be a good fit for 
the museum.

“Wheeler brings a wealth of knowl-
edge about the southern end of the 
county to the museum,” May said. 
“We have been lacking a connection 
to the southern end, and Toni Anne 
will be able to bridge our connec-
tion.”

Wheeler’s background in educa-
tion will also bring a unique way of 
presenting history to young and old 
alike, May said.

“Wheeler knows so many people 
all across the county, and she is able 
to use that as part of her history pre-
sentations on the tours,” May added.

Some of Wheeler’s early tour 
groups have been grandparents 
visiting with their grandchildren. 
The “teacher side” of her came out, 
she said, and she captivated them 
all with the history of Granville 
County.

History was a big part of her life 
growing up, Wheeler said.

“My father would almost turn vaca-
tions into a history lesson,” Wheeler 
said. “He always knew something 
about the area and could tell us about 
it, and it was always interesting.”

Wheeler said she used that same 
approach when teaching to keep 
children engaged. She would tell 
her students about her grand-
mother’s cameo ring her father 
brought back from Germany. 
Wheeler said it is one of her price-
less treasures.

She encouraged her children to 
use their imagination to write stories 
about the ring and its history. She 
said that lesson was similar to how 
visitors to the museum can use their 
imagination when touring the history 

exhibit and seeing the various items 
on display.

“We have people that have taken 
the tour several times, and each time 
they walk away talking about some-
thing they did not see in a previous 
visit,” Wheeler said.

The Granville History Building 
has exhibits on education that look 
at the history of G.C. Hawley, Tally 
Ho Female Academy and Horner 
Military School. The education cor-
ner also has a desk from years gone 
by.

Granville County’s rich military 
history is displayed with memorabil-
ia, uniforms and a catalog of military 
personnel. May said she recently 
added photos of two African Ameri-
can soldiers and one female soldier 
to the catalog.

“We would love to add as many 
military personnel to our history files 
as possible, so they may be honored 
and recognized by those that tour the 
facility,” May said.

Toni Anne Wheeler, left, shares a story about an arrowhead with Stephanie May, director of the Granville Museum. Amanda 
Dixon | Butner-Creedmoor News

The museum’s main office is housed at Harris Exhibit Hall in Oxford. The history 

exhibit is next door in the Granville History Building, the former county jail.  

See MUSEUM, Page 6
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Another section of the museum 
features a jail cell that was used to 
house prisoners in the 1860s.

“One display the children enjoy 
involves hunting for arrowheads in a 
barrel of sand,” May said. “There is a 
large display of arrowheads, and this 
seems to get a lot of people talking 
about what they may have found in 
their yard.”

The museum features a large sec-
tion on farming and its impact on 
Granville County.

Harris Exhibit Hall has rotating 
exhibits, including one that features 
a different local artist. 

Harris Exhibit Hall also has an 
exhibit featuring country chairs 
that were made in Granville 
County, specifically the Wilton 
area, in the mid-1850s to the early 
1900s. 

The chairs were made by the Rowe 
family.

The “dynamic duo” plan to have 

exhibits that feature science as 
well as local history and arts. They 
say they are always accepting 
memorabilia, historic items and 
any interesting artifacts to pre-
serve the past.

Items expected to be donated  to 
the museum include a pump organ, 
a working Victrola and a printing 
press.

The Granville Museum is located 
at 1 Museum Lane and 110 Court 
St. in Oxford. Call 919-693-9706 for 
more information or visit granville-
museumnc.org. Hours are Wednes-
day through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4  
p.m.

Museum: Arrowheads popular
continued from page 5 Harris Exhibit Hall has 

rotating exhibits, including 

one that features a 

different local artist. 

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

Where
you can: 

LOCAL

& Eat!

Shop, 
Sip, 
Play 
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WIDE AWAKE JOHNSTON

Smithfield River Rat Regatta on the Neuse returns
For Wide Awake

SMITHFIELD — The Smithfield 
Yacht Club will open once again for 
the River Rat Regatta on the Neuse 
on Saturday, Aug. 14, at 4 p.m. The 
event will feature a race between 
two-person teams in cardboard boats 
from Smithfield’s boat ramp on 
North Front Street to the Deputy C. 
Paul West Sr. Bridge.

The boats must be constructed 
entirely from corrugated cardboard, 
glue and duct tape. Entries will 
compete in either the youth (under 
13) or adult division, and prizes will 
be awarded for the fastest first and 
second in the youth division and 
first, second and third in the adult 
division. There will also be overall 
awards given for Best Decorated and 
the Titanic Award for most memo-
rable sinking. Rules and registration 

forms are available at bit.ly/river-
ratregatta.

“We had a great turnout for the first 
River Rat Regatta in 2018, with 33 
creative and mostly well-built boats, 
and an enthusiastic crowd cheering 
the teams on toward the finish line,” 
said Gary Johnson, Smithfield Parks 
& Recreation director.

Last year’s event was canceled 
because of the pandemic. The 2019 
event was canceled because of the 
weather.  Awards will be given at 
7 p.m. and will be followed by live 
music from Blind Joy, a local classic 
rock band, until 9 p.m. 

The River Rat Regatta is hosted by 
Smithfield Parks & Recreation, the 
Downtown Smithfield Development 
Corp., Smithfield Police Department 
and Smithfield Fire Department. For 
information or to register, visit bit.ly/
riverratregatta.

The 
Smithfield 
River Rat 
Regatta on 
the Neuse 
returns on 
Aug. 14. 
Contributed 
photo
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IN CONCERT

SEPT. 3  |  7:00 PM

BINKLEY CHAPEL

$10/PERSON FOR GROUPS OF 10+

SCAN HERE OR VISIT

KB -SEBTS.EVENTBRITE.COM

FOR TICKETS
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By Lindell J. Kay

MIDDLESEX — After taking a year 
off due to the pandemic, National 
Night Out will return to town this year 
with “Back the Blue” as its theme.

The community festival, set for 
5-8 p.m. Aug. 2 in the Southern 
Bank parking lot, will feature 
around 100 vendors and 10-15 food 
trucks, said Middlesex Police Chief 
Mike Collins.

Southern Q Barbecue, Kona Ice, 
Fancy Faye’s, O’Taste and Sea, Fun-
nel Cake Shack, Parker’s Barbecue, 
Sunset Slush, taco trucks and other 
vendors will be on hand.

The Tyson Brothers Band, a popu-
lar Raleigh act, will perform classic 
rock ’n’ roll tunes in a free concert 
planned from 6-8 p.m. Organizers 
encourage folks to bring a lawn chair 
and enjoy the music.

Carolina Mudcats mascot Muddy 
the Mudcat and Nick Doetsch, a 
Capt. Jack Sparrow impersonator, 
will be on hand for pictures. Chil-
dren’s activities include bounce 
houses, slides, an obstacle course 
and face-painting.

“We will have lots of giveaways to 
include another Harry Foy trailer,” 
Collins said.

Other drawing prizes include a ca-

tered event from Southern Q Barbe-
cue, a $150 gift card for Dollar Gen-
eral and two $50 Walmart gift cards. 
Participants must be present to win.

The police tent will have free “Back 
the Blue” goodies.

Vendors include Round Here Cloth-
ing, Paparazzi Jewelry, Dogwood 
South T-shirts, Tastin’ Jamaican salsa 
and local homemade crafts.

Exhibits include N.C. Shriners, a 
concealed carry display, N.C. Hemp, 
the Golden Girls of Middlesex, clas-
sic cars and more.

Collins said he wants to top the 
large crowd that showed up in 2019.

“We saw over 650 people gather for 
our event,” Collins said.

That year was the town’s first 
time participating in National 
Night Out, an international public 
safety movement meant to bring 
law enforcement and communities 
together.

Limited quantities of “Back the 
Blue” T-shirts are being sold for $10 
and are available through the Middle-
sex Police Department.

Southern Bank is located at 11438 
E. Finch Ave. Event parking will be 
available at Wiggs Restaurant, the 
Middlesex Community Building, the 
town’s pool and the downtown busi-
ness district.

WIDE AWAKE NASH

Music, food, fun planned 

for National Night Out

The Tyson 
Brothers Band 
will make the 
short trip 
from Raleigh 
to southern 
Nash County 
to perform 
classic rock 
hits during a 
free concert 
during 
Middlesex’s 
National Night 
Out on Aug. 
2. Contributed 
photo
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Robertson Millpond a hidden gem
By Janelle Clevinger

A steady, yet not overwhelming, stream of cars 
pulled into the gravel driveway of the Robertson 
Millpond Preserve in Wendell, one recent Sunday 
morning. Some visitors used the quarter-mile 
handicapped-accessible boardwalk and walking 
path, some fished from a nearby pier, but most 
cars could be seen with kayaks on their roofs, the 
occupants quickly unloading the kayaks, parking 
their cars, snapping life vests on and pushing their 
kayaks into the water, paddling past the nearby 
dam and quickly disappearing into the trees. 

I overheard a young couple getting in their kay-
aks telling an older couple on shore that this was 
their first time kayaking on Buffalo Creek. I had 
hoped there would be kayakers nearby with more 
experience on Wake County’s only blackwater 
swamp since this was my first time at that location, 
but it turns out I had nothing to fear. The 1.15-mile 
loop is clearly marked with 73 numbered buoys 
to guide you along the twisting and often narrow 
route that takes approximately one hour to paddle. 
Without those buoys? Let’s just say that I’d still be 
out there.

The 85-acre preserve has a rich history, having 
once been the location of a water-powered grist 
mill in the early 1880s, parts of which can still be 
seen near the kayak boat launch. Many locals re-
member renting boats for fishing on the millpond 
in the 1960s. 

In 1983, the site was identified by the N.C. Nat-
ural Heritage Program as a significant natural 
area. In 2013, the land was purchased by the Wake 
County Open Space program.

“Robertson Millpond Preserve is truly a unique 
place,” said Deborah Fowler, open space manager 
for Wake County Government. “The (Robertson) 
cypress swamp is the northwestern-most example 
of this habitat and will make you feel like you are 
even closer to the coast.”

The preserve might be considered a cypress 
swamp, but there are very few negative “swampy” 
attributes about it. For example, there was no stag-
nant water smell, and the only insect I saw was a 
dragonfly. The preserve is home to wood ducks, 
beavers, muskrats, many types of birds, as well as 
pickerel and a variety of sunfish.

“Visitors love the paddling trail because it pro-
vides shady respite during the heat of the sum-
mer,” Fowler said. 

There are very few patches of direct sunlight 
along the paddling route because of the cy-
press-gum trees, giving it an almost fairytale feel-
ing. I found the numerous “cypress knees” beauti-
ful. Cypress knees are wood projections above the 

normal water level, roughly vertical from the roots. 
There is no known purpose for these rounded off 
tree “stubs.”

Although I never got too close, I did notice an 
abundance of poison ivy growing up many of the 
trees, and there was some along the shoreline, so 
beware if you are allergic.

There is no cost to kayak or paddleboard at the 
millpond, but there are some rules:

• Life jackets are required.
• Park only in designated areas.
• If you take your pet, it must be kept on a 6-foot 

leash; clean up after your pet.
• No hunting, swimming, littering, alcoholic bev-

erages, feeding of wildlife, collection or release of 
any animal, plant or mineral material.

Robertson Millpond Preserve is located at 6333, 
Robertson Pond Road, Wendell, just off Highway 
264. 

Janelle Clevinger lives in Wilson and writes stories 
and takes photographs for Wide Awake and The 
Wilson Times. 

John McClure, from left, and Don Weiner, both from Wayne County, kayak on the Robertson Millpond Preserve 
on a recent Sunday morning.  Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake 

Want to Go?

Summer hours from Mother’s Day  

until the first weekend of August

8 a.m. to sunset

Monday through Sunday

Off-peak season, from first weekend  

in August until Mother’s Day

8 a.m. to sunset

Saturdays and Sundays

Preserve is also open on Memorial Day, Independence 

Day and Labor Day but closed on Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Robertson Millpond Preserve is located at 6333, 

Robertson Pond Road, Wendell, just off Highway 264. 

For more information, call 919-604-9326 or visit the 

preserve’s page on the Wake County website, www.

wake.gov under Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces — 

Robertson Millpond Preserve.

WIDE AWAKE WAKE/FRANKLIN



WIDE AWAKE WILSON SPOTTED!

Round House concert
Members of the Making a Difference Band belt out a tune July 4 during the first Sunday at the Round House 
concert of the 2021 season. From left are Butch McNeal, Stanley Sanders, James Artis and Billy Pope.

Want to see more? Visit www.WideAwakeNC.com/spotted

Shoppes at Brentwood    243-5707
Spotted! is 

sponsored by
Spotted Photos by Janelle Clevinger | Special to Wide Awake
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Sarah 
Williams-
Artis, Oliver 
Nestus 
Freeman 
Round House 
Museum 
board 
member, and 
Bill Myers, 
executive 
director of 
the museum, 
pose for a 
photograph 
during the 
Sunday 
evening 
concert. 

Amy Farmer, left, and Doris Heath enjoy the music of Making a Difference from the 
comfort of the back of their vehicle.

Zartisha Davis 
dances to the 
music of Making 
a Difference as 
Othan Williams 
walks by with food 
from the Everette’s 
Concessions food 
truck. 
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WIDE AWAKE  

WALKS AND RUNS
SATURDAY, SEPT. 18

YCRC Walk | Run for Life
9 a.m.
Rocky Mount Sports Complex 
600 Independence Drive
Rocky Mount

The event is a fundraiser for Your 
Choice Pregnancy Resource Center. 
Register at friendsofycrc.org/events/
walk-run-for-life. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25

Live Life in Color  
10K, 5K, 1 mile
Rec Center 
500 Sunset Road 
Wilson

The RC3 run celebrates healthi-
ness, happiess and individuality. Re-
covery Concepts Community Center 
is a nonprofit community center for 
people who are in recovery from al-
cohol and other substances. Register 
at runsignup.com.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25

Run 4 Recovery 5K
8 a.m.
190 Campground Road 
Selma

After the run, there will be food, 
fellowship, music and stories of re-
covery. Register at runsignup.com.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25

Know Hope Walk | Run
8 a.m.
Lake Benson Park  
921 Buffaloe Road 
Garner

The N.C. Victim Assistance Net-
work event remembers victims 

of homicide. This is a timed event 
that can also be a walk. The course 
is around Lake Benson and White 
Deer Park. Register at runsignup.
com.

SATURDAY, OCT. 2

Sandling Beach  
Triathlon Festival
8 a.m.
Sandling Beach  
State Recreation Area 
14605 Creedmoor Road 
Wake Forest

This is the final event of the N.C. 
Triathlon Series. Register at runsig-
nup.com.

SATURDAY, OCT. 2

My Kid’s Club Railroad Days 
5K and Walk
8:30 a.m.
East Waddell Street 
Selma

In addition to the 5K, there will be a 
free 1-mile Kids Fun Run after the 5K 
begins. The Railroad Days festival is 
also that day. Register at runsignup.
com.

SATURDAY, OCT. 23

Run MDC 5K  
and Fun Walk & Roll
9 a.m.
Murdoch Development Center
1600 East C St. 
Butner

The folks who live at MDC will be 
on site throughout the race to run, 
walk, roll and cheer on participants. 
Proceeds go toward enhancing the 
lives of people who live at MDC. Reg-
ister at runsignup.com.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 2

Tails and Tales Virtual  
Summer Reading Program  
— Hydraulic Dragon Claw
1 p.m.

Kids ages 3-10 will enjoy The Wilson Public Li-
brary’s animal-themed stories and crafts. Tune in 
on the Wilson County Public Library’s Facebook 
page, YouTube Channel or via Zoom.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3

National Night Out
5-8 p.m.
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park and Museum, 
301 Goldsboro St., Wilson

National Night Out is a free celebration of law 
enforcement, EMS and fire community partner-
ship.Many emergency services will have vehicles 
and displays on-site. There will be food trucks, a 
DJ and a kids’ zone.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3

Virtual STEAM Program  
Animal Mix-and-Match
7 p.m.

Tune in on the Wilson County Public Library’s 
Facebook page, YouTube Channel or via Zoom. 
Kits for “Animal Mix-and-Match” activity will be 
available to pick up at the Youth Services Desk at 
the Wilson County Public Library beginning Aug. 
2, while supplies last.

WEDNESDAYS, AUGUST  
4, 11, 18 AND 25

Virtual Storytime
10-10:30 a.m.

Each week there will be a new theme with fa-
vorite stories, old and new. Tune in on the Wilson 
County Public Library’s Facebook page, YouTube 
Channel or via Zoom. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5

Branch Virtual Storytime
10-10:30 a.m.

Kids 1-10 will enjoy “Whose Tail Is This?” an 
animal-themed program featuring stories, songs 
and crafts. Tune in on the Wilson County Public 
Library’s Facebook page, YouTube Channel or via 
Zoom. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5

Stained Glass Class
10 a.m. 
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Learn how to make a stained glass window. For 
more information call Kim S. Joy 252-650-2530 or 
visit the store.

THURSDAYS, AUGUST 5, 12, 19 AND 26

Virtual Pajama Storytime
5 p.m.

This new program, presented by Wilson Coun-
ty Public Library librarians, will provide stories, 
songs and other surprises to help younger patrons 
have pleasant dreams. Tune in on the library’s 
Facebook page, YouTube Channel or via Zoom.  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6

First Friday at Art Happens  
on Tarboro
5:30-8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 Tarboro St. 
W., Wilson

See the new works and display. Samples of class-
es running this month will be out.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7

Beginning Charcoal Drawing Class
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash St. S., Wilson

This one-day charcoal drawing workshop is 

taught by local artist and arts educator Carola 
Jones. Tickets are $50. 252-291-4329.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7

Truck & Tractor Pull
7-10 p.m.
Wilson County Fairgrounds, 2331 Highway 
301 S., Wilson

Don’t miss out on the heart pounding excitement 
of the Truck & Tractor Pull at Wilson County Fair-
grounds. Tickets  are available at WAWtix.com 
and are $12-$15.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7

Family Movie Night
8:30-10 p.m.
E. Carroll Joyner Park, 701 Harris Road, 
Wake Forest

You’re invited to enjoy “Black Panther” under the 
stars presented by Wake Forest Parks, Recreation 
& Cultural Resources. Take a blanket or chairs and 
arrive early to secure a spot. No food vendors will be 
on-site, so take your own snacks. Alcohol is prohib-
ited.

MONDAY, AUGUST 9 AND TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 10

Auditions: ACT! for Youth’s 
“Spongebob, the Musical”
6-9 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center,
108 Nash St. NE., Wilson

Auditions for the ACT! for Youth production of 
“Spongebob” are for youth in K-12th grade. Visit 
wilsonarts.com for details. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13

Stained Glass  
Pendant Class
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Make a pendant out of reclaimed stained glass.

WIDE AWAKE EVENTS
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 14

Abstract painting workshop  
with Renee J. Moore
10 a.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash St. S., Wilson

A one-day abstract painting workshop, “Canvas 
Concoctions,” is taught by local artist and arts ed-
ucator Renee J. Moore. Prompt cards will get the 
process started, while Moore encourages and gently 
guides students in creating a special, one-of-a-kind 
abstract masterpiece. Cost is $40. 252-291-4329.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14

Second Saturday at Art Happens  
on Tarboro
5:30-8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Make a beaded bookmark for $3. For information 
or to reserve a spot call Kim S Joy at 252-650-2530. 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

Gelatin Plate Printing Class
6-9 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 Tarboro St. 
W., Wilson

Class introduces the basic techniques of gel 
printing, with plates and other materials provid-
ed. For information call Kim S. Joy at 252-650-
2530 or visit the store. Cost is $70 per person.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

2021 Wake Weekly Best of the  
Best Winners Reveal Party
5:30-8 p.m.
Wake Forest Renaissance Centre,  
405 Brooks St., Wake Forest

Join The Wake Weekly and celebrate excellence 
in the local business community as the winners 
of the 2021 Best of the Best contest are revealed. 
Browse all the finalists at BestOfWakeWeekly.com. 
The Wake Weekly Best of the Best 2021 Winners 
Reveal Party is presented by Mitchell Heating & 
Cooling. Tickets $75-$600. 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20

Gelatin Plate  
Printing Day Class
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

This class introduces the basic techniques of gel 
printing, with plates and all other materials pro-
vided. For more information call Kim S Joy at 252-
650-2530 or stop by the studio. $70 per person.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21

Health and Business Expo
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Downtown Selma

Event includes health and wellness information, a 
DJ, dance and physical activity, food truck and ven-
dors on North Raiford Street between Waddell and 
Oak streets. Learn about good nutrition, healthy eat-
ing and how to take better care of yourself.  Vendor 
spots are available; call Selma Parks and Recreation 
for more information at 919-975-1411.

MONDAY, AUGUST 23 TO THURSDAY, 
SEPT. 30

Fiber and Glass exhibit
Visit by reservation
Case Art Building at Barton College, 
Whitehead Avenue NE, Wilson

 The “Edwina Bringle with Jan and Richard 
Ritter” exhibition will provide a look at three of 
North Carolina’s most recognized and celebrated 
artists. The Barton Art Galleries will host a re-
ception at 5 p.m. Sept. 9 for the exhibit. An artist 
lecture will follow at 6 p.m., featuring Edwina 
Bringle and the Ritters. To make reservations for 
this event or to visit the Barton Art Galleries on 
a future date, contact Maureen O’Neill, director 
of exhibitions and educational programming, at 
moneill@barton.edu or 252-399-6476

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26

Alive After Five
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Little John Street and Gilliam Street, Oxford

This community event includes a night of fun, 
food and dancing to the tunes of Jim Quick & 
Coastline Band. Vendors include Coca-Cola, 
Long Beverage, Pelicans Snowballs, J.D.’s Ta-
cos, JayBoys Hotdogs and Kitchen and Mama’s 
Funnel Cakes.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27

Stained Glass Bracelet Class
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 106 Tarboro 
St. W., Wilson

Learn to cut, grind, wrap with copper foil and 
solder pieces. The finished pieces will be linked 
with jump rings to make a stained glass bracelet. 
$70 per person. For more information call Kim S. 
Joy 252-650-2530 or visit the store.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Whirligig JeepFest
9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park, Wilson

Remember and honor the fallen of Sept. 11 at 
this event that is a fundraiser for K9 For War-
riors Program. My Wet Willy, RucRak Inc. and 
Down South Offroad & Outdoor will be hosting 
the Whirligig JeepFest at Beats & Eats that day. 
JeepFest will be accepting donations to enter a 
Jeep in several categories as well as a parade 
and scavenger hunt. Register on the Facebook 
page at Whirligig JeepFest.

OPEN DAILY

Wilson Botanical Gardens
Dawn to dusk
1806 Goldsboro St. S., 1806 Goldsboro St. 
S., Wilson

Wilson Botanical Gardens is open 365 days a 
year. Explore, learn, relax and enjoy. Gardens 
were designed to showcase the diversity of 
plant material that can be used in home land-
scapes and to educate and entertain. No admis-
sion fee.

The Wilson County Fair 300 Truck & Tractor Pull is Aug 
7. Get your tickets at WAWtix.com. Contributed photo
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