
Online Daily • Printed Wednesdays    |     springhopeenterprise.com    |     Wednesday, September 1, 2021    |     $1

The Enterprise
SERVING SOUTHERN NASH COUNTY SINCE 1947

Spring Hope • Bailey • Middlesex

Money for Spring Hope, Bailey, 
Middlesex included  PAGE 5A

House budget Save $147
WITH COUPONS INSIDE TODAY!

Spring Hope Enterprise @NashEnterprise

Weathercast With Albert Thomas Jr. Preview of the week posted  

Tuesdays. Preview of the weekend posted Saturdays. springhopeenterprise.com

No quorum concerns on campaign trail 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Town 
board members aren’t violating 
North Carolina’s open meetings 
law when a quorum of current 
members is present at campaign 
events, debates and forums, 
according to a top open govern-
ment expert.

Spring Hope Board of Com-
missioners and mayoral candi-
dates held a meet-and-greet and 
public discussion on Aug. 22. 

Commissioners Brent Cone 
and Drew Griffin, who are run-

ning for reelection, and Com-
missioner Prudence Wilkins, 

who is running for 
mayor, participated. 
Together, they com-
prise three of the 
town’s five current 
commissioners. 

Their presence 
didn’t violate any 
rules because cam-

paigning isn’t governing, ex-
plained Frayda S. Bluestein, Da-
vid M. Lawrence distinguished 
professor of public law and 
government at the University of 
North Carolina School of Gov-
ernment in Chapel Hill. 

“The short of it is that when 
they’re campaigning, they’re 
not doing public business,” 
Bluestein told The Enterprise 
last week.

No laws are being violated as 
long as elected officials aren’t 
using public resources in their 
campaigns, Bluestein said.

Candidates held the Spring 
Hope campaign event at a pri-
vate business.

Meet-and-greet sessions and 
candidate forums can’t run afoul 
of open meetings laws even if all 
current members of a governing 
body attend, Bluestein said.

The Enterprise has scheduled 

a forum for the town’s nine 
candidates in this year’s munici-
pal election with Editor Corey 
Friedman acting as moderator.

The question-and-answer ses-
sion is set for 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 7, at the Spring Hope Com-
munity Building, 104 Commu-
nity St.

Each candidate for the 
mayor’s chair and Board of 
Commissioners seats have ten-
tatively agreed to attend.

Bluestein shared information 
about candidate forums, de-
bates and campaign receptions 
on the School of Government’s 
Coates’ Canons blog, which fea-

tures research and commentary 
on North Carolina local govern-
ment law. 

“No North Carolina cases 
address political activities of 
sitting board members. Cases 
from other states suggest that 
the open meetings law would 
not apply to political gather-
ings that do not involve the 
transaction of public busi-
ness,” Bluestein wrote in 2013. 
“Courts in other states have 
recognized that a gathering 
that includes a majority of a 
board does not always consti-
tute a meeting, even when it 
involves public issues.” 

Bluestein

BUSINESS BOOM

Art center opens doors, imagination
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — Budding 
artists now have a place in town 
where they can grow and show 
off their work.

The Artists Art Center in 
downtown Spring Hope is the 
brainchild of George and Mar-
jorie Barner, a Wake County 
couple who saw a need for cul-
ture in southern Nash County.

“Spring Hope doesn’t have a 
place for artists,” George Barn-
er said. “We decided to open 
an art gallery where artists 
can work on their painting and 
crafts and show their wares.”

Barner, a Realtor by trade 
and passionate photographer 
by hobby, said the center began 
as a concept to provide his wife 
with a place to show off her 
quilts.

“It just went from there,” 
Barner said. “It’s a work in 
progress.”

Located at 116 Pine St. — nes-
tled between Michael’s Show-
side Grill and the Tobacco Hall 
and Mini Mart — the arts center 
occupies a long-empty filling 
station and auto garage.

The art center offers an art 
gallery, practice space, a class-
room, a table presentation area 
and an exhibit showcase.

“This is a place where artists 
can come in and work on their 
art,” Barner said. “So many talent-
ed artists keep their art at home 
and don’t get a chance to show it. 
This is a place they can show it.” 

Marjorie Barner teaches quilt-

ing classes. Other activities are 
being planned.

“For older people, art is 
therapy,” George Barner said. 
“They can do this and get some 
measure of relief.”

Marjorie Barner said presen-
tation tables are available for 
rent or lease.

On display in the main show-
room are works from Franklin 
County folk artist Linda Dumas 
Wade.

On Saturdays, the center 
will host pop-up events where 
artists an crafters are allowed 
to set up a table and sell their 
items. The first pop-up art 
events are planned from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. this Saturday and 
Sept. 11. 

“This will be free at the begin-
ning,” George Barner said. “But 
we eventually have to pay the 
light bill.”

Barner said he wants to work 

with artists by helping them sell 
prints of their work while keep-
ing their original art. 

“We’re here for everyone,” 
Barner said. “I hope the local 
community gets behind us.”

The Artists Art Center is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednes-
days through Saturdays.

For more information, visit 
www.artistsartcenter.com. To 
reserve a space, call 252-478-
3110. 

Marjorie Barner, co-owner of the Artists Art Center in downtown Spring Hope, works on a quilt Saturday. 
Her husband George Barner’s photographs are displayed on the wall behind her. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Arrest made 

in weekend 

homicide
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — Police 
have made an arrest in a week-

end homicide in-
volving a motorist 
shot to death on one 
of the city’s busiest 
streets.

Adrian Jamell 
Knight, 24, of Zebu-
lon, faces charges of 
first-degree murder 

and possession of a firearm by 
felon in the death of 19-year-old 
Quatarius Ruffin.

Officers responded to a shots-
fired call on South Wesleyan 
Boulevard around 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, said Cpl. Ricky Jackson, 
public information officer for 
the Rocky Mount Police Depart-
ment.

“While circulating the area, 
officers observed a vehicle in the 
ditch in the 1100 block of Arbor 
Lane,” Jackson said in a news 
release.

Officers found the driver, Ruf-
fin, dead from a gunshot wound.

Knight is being held without 
bond in the Nash County Deten-
tion Center in Nashville pending 
his first court appearance. He 
has prior criminal convictions 
of shooting into an occupied 
vehicle, shooting into occupied 
property, resisting police, pos-
session of a firearm by a minor 

Knight

See HOMICIDE, Page 2A

Agencies team up for Labor Day DWI crackdown 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

Local and state authorities want folks 
to drive sober and stay safe this Labor 
Day weekend.

Police officers, state troopers and 
wildlife officials will set up checkpoints 
across North Carolina’s roads, highways 
and waterways looking to net drunken 
drivers. 

Driving while impaired arrests and 
wrecks are most prevalent during holi-
days, said Spring Hope Police Chief Na-
than Gant.

“Driving while impaired is not only 
dangerous, it’s illegal,” Gant said. “If you 
drink, stay home, call a cab or have a 

designated driver.”
Middlesex Police Chief Mike Collins 

said he has his own drunken 
driving slogan. 

“How about ‘do right’ ev-
ery time you get behind the 
wheel?” Collins said. “No-
body should be drinking and 
driving during any holiday 
or any day of the week. No-
body should be speeding or 

acting a fool behind the wheel any day.”
Collins said he understands the need 

to increase awareness and enforcement 
around the holidays, but he added that 
it’s sad people ever have to worry about 
other drivers doing the right thing.

Doing the right thing includes boating 

safely.
The N.C. State Highway Patrol, the 

N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission and Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving 
North Carolina have joined 
forces for the “On the Road, 
On the Water, Don’t Drink 
and Drive” campaign.

The multi-agency safety 
initiative will work to reduce 

alcohol-related crashes on the state’s 
roads and waterways, both of which see 
increased traffic during holidays, said 
Lt. Forrest Orr of the Wildlife Resources 
Commission.

“If your Labor Day weekend plans 
include drinking alcohol, it’s impera-

tive to designate a sober driver whether 
you’re in a vehicle or on a boat,” Orr 
said. “A sober operator greatly improves 
your chances of a safe and incident-free 
experience on both the road and in the 
water.”

Wildlife law enforcement officers will 
patrol public waterways, while state 
troopers and local police will be working 
in concert on the state’s roads, said Col. 
Freddy L. Johnson Jr., commander of the 
State Highway Patrol.

“Our continued partnership with N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Commission is essen-
tial to ensuring this Labor Day weekend 
is a celebration for all and not one that 

Collins Gant

See DWI, Page 2A
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and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

“Early in the investi-
gation, detectives de-
termined the shooting 
was not a random act 
of violence and that all 
persons involved were 

known to each other,” 
Jackson said.

The department’s Crimi-
nal Investigation Division 
is conducting the probe. 
While detectives and 
crime scene investigators 
processed the area, traffic 
was detoured on South 
Wesleyan Boulevard and 

Arbor Lane. Both roads 
were reopened for normal 
traffic flow.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the shooting 
is asked to call the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
at 252-972-1411 or Twin 
Counties CrimeStoppers 
at 252-977-1111. 

continued from page 1A

Homicide: ‘Was not a random act’

ends in tragedy,” Johnson said. “Whether 
it is a trooper on the roadways or a wild-
life officer on the water, our combined 
lifesaving efforts through education and 
enforcement make a difference every 
day, and this dedicated work is undoubt-

edly saving lives.”
In North Carolina, a driver or vessel 

operator with a blood-alcohol concentra-
tion that meets or exceeds .08 or is sub-
stantially impaired by alcohol or drugs is 
subject to arrest.

For more information on boating safety 
and regulations, call 919-707-0031.

continued from page 1A

DWI: ‘Undoubtedly saving lives’

UNIDENTIFIED

Who was the woman in the polka dot dress?
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

FUQUAY-VARINA — In 
North Carolina’s oldest 
unidentified body case 
on record, authorities say 
they know the killer, but 
not the victim.

On a warm spring af-
ternoon in April 1968, a 
mother and daughter drove 
down Ten Ten Road to a 
church in the small south-
ern Wake County commu-
nity of McCullers just out-
side Fuquay-Varina. They 
saw a woman in a green 
and white polka dot dress 
on the side of the road.

Just 15 minutes later, they 
passed by the spot again. 

“When they came back, 
they didn’t see the woman. 
They saw a fire burning 
in the field,” said Jo Ann 
Hunter, the daughter who 
has told the story to nu-
merous reporters over the 
past five decades.

The mother and daugh-
ter thought a farmer had 
set the fire to burn brush 
or trash, Hunter told 
WRAL-TV in 2005.

The next day, someone 
else stumbled upon the 
burned body of the wom-
an in the polka dot dress. 
She had been doused with 
gasoline and burned alive. 

She died of burns cover-
ing her body, according to 
her death certificate.

THE SUSPECT

In 1968, authorities 

questioned Robert Rea-
gan, a local tobacco farm-
hand.

During the interview, 
Reagan placed himself 
at the crime scene, tell-
ing investigators that he 
drove by to get a look at 
the woman in the polka 
dot dress, but she had 
vanished by the time he 
arrived.

Reagan was an infa-
mous womanizer and 
boozehound, according to 
police and his family.

New evidence came to 
light in 2011 that proved 
Reagan killed the woman, 

according to press state-
ments at the time from 
then-District Attorney 
Colon Willoughby and the 
Wake County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Reagan will never face 
trial, however, because he 
died in 1992.

Reagan’s family denied 
his involvement. They 
said his reputation as a 
womanizer and abusive 
husband made him an 
easy target for authori-
ties. Family members said 
they were not shown the 
evidence.

CANADIAN 

CONNECTION

Reagan worked on to-
bacco farms in Canada.

Because Wake County 
residents couldn’t identify 
the woman in the polka 
dot dress, investigators 
developed a theory that 
she might have met Rea-
gan in Canada and fol-
lowed him back to North 
Carolina.

The unknown woman 
could likely be from south-
western Ontario in the 
tobacco-growing regions 
of Tillsonburg, Delhi and 
Simcoe, crime columnist 
Brad Hunter suggested in 
the Toronto Sun earlier 
this year.

“Detectives believed that 
the unknown woman had 
traveled from Canada to 
meet Reagan and then he 
killed her,” Hunter wrote.

Washed ashore, un-
earthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in 
abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads and located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 
100 bodies remain uniden-
tified in North Carolina. 

This is one of their stories.

DESCRIPTION

Authorities describe 
the woman in the polka 
dot dress as white with a 
possible Native American 
mixture, 35-45 years old 
with a slight build. She 
stood 5 feet, 2 inches to 
5 feet, 4 inches tall. She 
weighed around 130 
pounds.

The woman had black 
hair with some dark 
brown and occasional 
gray hairs. Her eye color is 
unknown. She had small 
ears and a surgical scar 
below the left side of her 
navel. Her blood type was 
A positive.

Beside the polka dot 
dress, the woman wore 
size 7 ½ brown Italian 
loafer-style shoes from an 
undetermined manufac-
turer, but cheaply made; a 
greenish-blue all-weather 
coat with gray lining; and 
remnants of what ap-
peared to undergarments 
and pantyhose.

She wore a pair of gold 
and brown smoke-colored 
bifocal glasses.

Found near her body 
were an expensive tran-
sistor battery, probably 
for a radio; two metallic 
buttons; and the top of 
a ballpoint pen with the 
inscription “Unipeco Mt. 
Vernon N.Y. U.S.A.”

Other items belonging 
to the woman include 
Skin Dew cream for dry 
skin, overnight medicated 
cream and Silk Fash-
ion liquid makeup. The 

makeup was introduced in 
1967 and manufactured by 
Helena Rubenstein in New 
York City.

The woman also had 
makeup items from Rev-
lon, perfume, small metal 
tubes that were likely 
lipstick containers, hair 
clips, a greenish-blue hair 
net, some glass remnants 
of a mirror, a Thin Gillette 
blade in a wrapper and a 
pair of Permo tweezers.

Dental records are avail-
able for matching. She 
had four missing teeth: 1, 
16, 19 and 32; and filings 
in six other teeth.

The woman’s finger-
prints and DNA are 
available for comparison, 
according to information 
from the Doe Network, 
a volunteer-run interna-
tional clearinghouse for 
unidentified and missing 
persons.

The woman’s file 
number is 16339 in the 
National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System, 
a resource center for in-
vestigators of missing and 
unidentified person cases.

Anyone with informa-
tion can call the Wake 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
919-856-6800.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series examin-
ing the more than 120 cas-
es of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina. Reporter 
Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope 
and other Restoration 
NewsMedia newspapers. 

This image of an unknown 
woman’s face is from a 
postmortem reconstruction. 
Authorities have never 
identified the victim, who 
was found burned alive in 
southern Wake County in 
1968. Contributed photo

These belongings were recovered with the body of an unknown woman found burned alive in southern Wake County in 
1968. Contributed photo

Authorities say 
these shoes 
were found 
with the body 
of an unknown 
woman who 
was burned 
alive in 
southern Wake 
County in 1968. 
Contributed 

photo 

Police nab fugitive murder suspect
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police have helped federal 
authorities capture an 
out-of-state murder fugi-
tive.

Terrance Fleming, 22, 
of Earl Street in Rocky 
Mount, faces extradition 
to Pennsylvania after 
the Rocky Mount Police 

Department’s Special 
Operations Division 

and the U.S. 
Marshals 
Carolina’s 
Regional 
Task Force 
took him into 
custody Aug. 
23, said Cpl. 
Ricky Jack-

son, the police depart-

ment’s public informa-
tion officer.

Fleming is accused of 
killing 19-year-old Bryant 
Heard on the 1200 block 
of Wagner Street in Phila-
delphia.

Fleming allegedly shot 
Heard several times after 
Heard was in a vehicle 
wreck, according to news 
reports. 

Fleming
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Opinion

LETTERS

As we age, time and 
technology move on

You know you’re getting old when you’ve got 
more memories than you do expectations, and 
even more so when you get half your daily nutri-
tion from prescriptions.

Most people old enough to have memories at all 
recognize nature’s reality that time has a way of 
slipping by so quietly, so comfortable and famil-
iar, that the people you live or interact with daily 
can look the same for decades just as they always 
have. But when you encounter high school or col-

lege classmates you haven’t seen in those same years, you don’t 
recognize them at first because they’ve turned into old people.

It has something to do with Einstein’s theory of relativity, I 
think. Time speeds up more quickly the longer, and farther, you 
stay apart. What’s amazing is the phenomenon, after such an 
encounter, that when you go home and look in a mirror, you’ve 
turned old too.

I thought about that recently when I went to Raleigh for a lunch 
meeting with 10 former colleagues in the newspaper business. We 
were all Christian publishers who had formed a close-knit group 
that used to meet for food, fellowship, spiritual replenishment 
and a dose of industry gossip at the old City Club on a quarterly 
basis for several years. The Bible and shop talk flowed freely 
among friends.

Eventually, we all got too busy with our respective community 
papers and the City Club closed, so our shop talk became con-
fined to annual press meetings and occasional phone calls. Life 
moved on, and relativity kicked in again.

I didn’t realize how much time had passed so quickly until one of 
our members organized a reunion of our group, and everybody came. 
My first shock was that I had trouble recognizing two of them because 
they had aged so much. Most of us had retired. Only two of the 10 still 
owned newspapers, and I was the only one still actively reporting.

My second jolt was when we went around the room and shared 
what happened to us over the last five years. Instead of the previ-
ously lively discussions of shared newspaper problems and industry 
issues, our stories tended to be more biological, more like a meeting 
of the American Medical Association than the North Carolina Press 
Association. Our get-up-and-go, it turned out, had got up and left.

Time’s passing was reinforced with vigor on Sunday with the re-
port that actor Ed Asner had died at age 91. Asner’s long list of cred-
its included his fame-making role as Lou Grant, first on “The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show” and then later from 1977-82 on “Lou Grant.” 

On the first show, a comedy, Lou Grant was the irascible direc-
tor of a television news program. On his own show, the character 
morphed from comedy to drama as he became the metro news 
editor of a Los Angeles daily newspaper.

I had just come to Spring Hope in 1975 to run The Enterprise, 
full of ideals and energy, and “Lou Grant” was a weekly inspira-
tion for me. It was the first TV program that showed newspaper-
ing in anything approaching real and accurate detail. The stories 
were pulled from real-life situations I recognized and handled 
honestly and intelligently. 

The show aired before VCRs and other recordings were common, so 
I couldn’t and didn’t miss an episode. A few years ago, I acquired DVDs 
of the series, and my wife Vickie and I rewatched all five seasons. 

What amazed both of us, but shouldn’t have surprised me, was 
that though the technology had changed, the subjects and themes 
were as fresh today as just as contemporary now as they were 
then. The character Lou Grant, through Ed Asner, was positive re-
inforcement for someone in a tough business, and I was grateful. 

Now Lou — and Ed — are both gone. Time passes.
And while I pondered Ed’s loss, I ran across one last example of 

life moving on while you’re not paying attention. Scrolling though 
news articles on my iPad, I read a cluster of articles related to 
moves by DC Comics to bring Superman into the 21st century. 
Except it wasn’t the Superman most adults grew up with.

Comic books were big deals when I was a child. The latest edi-
tions each month were eagerly awaited. The regular comics cost 
a dime and the occasional bigger book, probably equal to two or 
three issues, cost a quarter. 

I had a stack of back issues about 3 feet high. I was furious 
when my mother threw them out and probably lost a fortune 
worth of collectible books. 

DC Comics were my favorites because I enjoyed their clean, precise 
artwork compared to Marvel and other publishers, and Superman 
was my favorite. I wondered, as people still do, how a simple pair of 
glasses concealed Clark Kent’s secret identity, and I’m sure I wasn’t 
the only boy nearing puberty who noticed Supergirl was pretty.

I long ago outgrew comic books, which is fortunate since prices 
now range between $3 and $8. And I’m resigned to all the chang-
es in artwork since I no longer read them anyway. But I confess 
it’s a bit jarring to read that new adventures of Superman will not 
be about the Clark Kent I knew but his son, Jonathan. 

Time passes. The world changes quietly. My generation has got-
ten old. 

Lou Grant is gone. Superman’s story is moving on. So how can 
we old-timers fit in? It’s something to think about in the quiet 
hours.

Candidate’s conduct 
mars mayoral campaign 

Is it just me, or is the elec-
tion in Spring Hope this year a 
complete poop show? 

Anyone who knows me 
knows that I am always criti-
cal of government bodies — in 
my opinion, everyone should 
be. If you are not looking at 
every detail, then you are not 
paying attention. The problem 
with this election is the devil is 
in the details and there is a ton 
of detail; and none of it is good 
for Spring Hope, Nash County 
or any local municipality, for 
that matter.  

What office did you file for? 
We have a mayoral candidate 
who isn’t even campaigning 
to be mayor. Instead, this can-
didate is targeting a current 
commissioner in little temper 
tantrums because that candi-
date sent texts to said commis-
sioner and got caught with his 
little elitist pants down. This 
person has yet to address the 
person he is running against, 
most likely because of those 
overtly racist and elitist texts 
that The Enterprise brought to 
light in July. 

You said it, now own it. 
There are no conspiracies, 
nobody photoshopped those 

texts and you cannot lie your 
way out of it by deflecting 
onto a well-respected local 
family. You are just mad you 
got caught and showed your 
true colors and have lied so 
frequently that the general 
public should be concerned 
that you don’t even know what 
the truth is anymore. Own it 
and move on. Stop deflecting 
and take responsibility like an 
adult. 

If you file to run for mayor, 
then run for mayor and cam-
paign for mayor — stay out of 
the other races. Stop starting 
all of these childish rumors 
and playing the victim, or drop 
out and let the adults handle 
things. Local elections are no 
place for the childishness of 
state and national politics, and 
bringing that crap to our town 
won’t win anyone any points 
at the polls. Run your race. 
Stay out of the other ones. 

Transparency. There is a 
Facebook page named Citi-
zens of Spring Hope that is 
little more than a cesspool of 
political garbage and rheto-
ric. The page is administered 
anonymously, which, if done 
by a candidate, violates state 
and federal election laws. 

I do not know who is actu-
ally behind that page, but if 

a local candidate is behind it, 
that shows a lack of transpar-
ency that translates to a com-
plete lack of leadership skills.  
Those sponsored ads can be 
tracked by their payment. 
I have already notified the 
State Board of Elections that 
it needs to investigate. Lord 
knows the local media isn’t 
going to. Maybe we will have 
that answer soon. 

Chaos. The public comments 
section has turned into some-
thing hillbilly shows are made 
of. I don’t know who the lady is 
who lives outside of town, but 
the mayor needs to reel her in. 
Talk about town concerns and 
keep your gripes about people 
driving by your trailer on a 
public road to yourself. Dis-
cuss town issues or sit down 
and shut up — please. 

Stop. Please stop this non-
sense. Please run on the 
issues. I am hoping the candi-
date forum will be streamed 
by the Southern Nash News 
as I have a decreased immune 
system. I was disappointed not 
to be able to see this month’s 
meeting. I hope to be watch-
ing, and I will be voting in 
November. 

Paul Stener

SPRING HOPE 

NC budget makes good 
‘cents’ for District 7 

YOUNGS-
VILLE — 
Growing up, 
my mother, a 
hardworking 
single mom, 
taught me a 
lot about the 
importance of 
money. Well, 
the impor-

tance of prioritizing where 
your hard-earned money went 
— to pay bills and to always 
tuck some away. 

The goal was to ultimately 
get to a point that you had 
more in savings than you had 
in bills due, and to have that 
unexpected emergency cov-
ered.

Later, as a small busi-
ness owner, I learned that 
you needed to have a more 
detailed budget, with short-
term and long-term goals. 
That hard choices have 
to be made, that you can’t 
always get everything you 
want, but finding common 
ground goes a long way 
toward benefiting everyone 
involved. And I’ve carried 
that mindset with me to Ra-
leigh.

My priority has always been 
to put the government to work 
for the people in order to get 
much-needed projects funded 
while remaining fiscally re-
sponsible by lowering taxes 
and putting money in the 
rainy day fund.

With that in mind, I’m 

pleased to share that I secured 
more than $38 million for our 
community, pending final ap-
proval from the Senate and 
the governor.

This is how I put the govern-
ment to work for taxpayers in 
District 7:

• Town of Spring Hope 
water improvements: $3.7 mil-
lion. 

• Town of Bailey sewer im-
provements: $5 million.

• Town of Middlesex sewer 
improvements: $1.5 million.

• Middlesex Police Depart-
ment capital improvements: 
$15,000. 

• Nash Community College 
capital improvements and 
renovation: $7.7 million.

• Vance-Granville Commu-
nity College capital improve-
ments: $7.4 million.

• National Guard Readiness 
Center: $9.5 million.

• Youngsville Main Street 
improvements: $3 million.

• Town of Louisburg Depot 
Hill Civic Center: $700,000.

•  Northeast Economic 
Development Committee: 
$50,000. 

• Town of Franklinton 
capital improvements: 
$25,000.

• Town of Bunn capital im-
provements: $25,000.

These are not pet proj-
ects that benefit very few 
people. In fact, every single 
item benefits our district. 
Improved roads, investing 
in water and sewer, a civic 

center, investing in our law 
enforcement and investing in 
local education can be used 
by our economic develop-
ment office to promote our 
communities to businesses 
that will provide good-pay-
ing jobs.

This is why the N.C. House 
budget makes good “cents” 
for Franklin and Nash coun-
ties.

Matthew Winslow is a hus-
band, father, award-winning 
small business owner and 
first-time elected official. He 
represents N.C. House District 
7, which includes Franklin 
County and much of southern 
Nash County, including Bailey 
and Middlesex. 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Praise be to the Lord, for he showed me the wonders of his 

love. (Psalm 31:21)

PRAYER: Dear Father, lead us into your light, love, and eternal life. 

Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

MATTHEW 
WINSLOW

My priority has 

always been to put 

the government 

to work for the 

people in order to 

get much-needed 

projects funded while 

remaining fiscally 

responsible by 

lowering taxes and 

putting money in the 

rainy day fund.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Ruritans plan Friday plate sale

MOMEYER — The Momeyer Ruri-
tan Club, 4812 Momeyer Way (Nash-
ville address), will hold a barbecue 
chicken plate sale at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Sept. 3. 

Plates will be on sale for $8 each, take-
out only, and will be available until sold 
out. Organizers say the plate sale will be 
held rain or shine. 

Mudcats to hold fireworks show

ZEBULON — The Carolina Mudcats 
will hold postgame Friday Night Fire-
works at Five-County Stadium after the 
game on Friday, Sept. 3. 

Single-game tickets, group options 
and suite packages in the US Foods Club 
Level are on sale now at http://caro-
linamudcats.com, 919-269-CATS (2287) 
and by visiting the Five-County Stadium 
front office.

Outdoor movie series 
features ‘Jumanji’

ROLESVILLE — As part of its Movies 
at the Middle series, Rolesville Parks and 
Recreation will screen “Jumanji” on Sept. 
11 at the Rolesville Middle School foot-
ball field, 4700 Burlington Mills Road. 

The show starts at 7:45 p.m. and gates 
open 30 minutes early. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring a blanket or chairs.

Spring Hope candidate 
forum planned 

SPRING HOPE — The Enterprise is 
set to host a forum for the town’s nine 
candidates in this year’s municipal elec-
tion. The question-and-answer session is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7, at 
the Spring Hope Community Building, 
104 Community St.

Each candidate for the mayor’s chair 
and Board of Commissioners seats have 

tentatively agreed to attend. Candidates 
can designate a surrogate to speak on 
their behalf if a schedule conflict pre-
vents their participation.

Newcomer Kyle Pritchard and Pru-
dence Wilkins, a sitting town commis-
sioner, face each other for mayor.

Seven candidates are running for 
three open seats on the town board. 
Incumbents Brent Cone, Drew Griffin 
and Ricky Tucker will compete with 
newcomers Dap Dunston, Jason Him-
melright, Tony Jefferys and Eric Gainey 
to serve as commissioners in the Nov. 2 
election.

Meal program seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County Senior 
Services is seeking volunteers for the 
agency’s home-delivered meal program 
in Spring Hope, Bailey and the West 
Mount area.

The program delivers a hot, nutri-

tious lunchtime meal for seniors on 
10 routes within Nash County. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and underly-
ing medical conditions, several vol-
unteers have been unable to partici-
pate. Organizers are seeking adults 
without chronic health conditions 
and COVID-19 risk factors who are 
available from 9:30-11 a.m. at least 
one weekday each week to deliver 
meals. Depending on the route, meal 
deliveries take roughly half an hour 
to an hour.

Prospective volunteers or people with 
questions can call Senior Services Coor-
dinator Wendy Perry at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings are pub-
lished as a public service of The Enter-
prise. The submission deadline is 5 p.m. 
Sunday for each Wednesday’s edition. 
Email listings to cfriedman@wilson-
times.com with “Community Calendar” 
in the subject line.

Human bone 
found at dog park
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
bone found at the city’s 
dog park belongs to a 
human who died around 
100 years ago.

At 7:20 a.m. Aug. 
25, a resident found a 
bone at Best Friends 
Dog Park, 480 Lee St., 
said Cpl. Ricky Jack-
son, public information 
officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-

ment.
“The Rocky Mount 

Police Department Evi-
dence Unit collected 
the bone and partnered 
with the State Bureau 
of Investigation and a 
forensic anthropolo-
gist from East Carolina 
University,” Jackson 
said. “A preliminary in-
vestigation determined 
that the bone was hu-
man.”

Police seek robbery suspect’s identity
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — 
City police are seek-
ing the public’s help in 
identifying a robbery 
suspect.

At 11:50 a.m. Aug. 21, 
officers responded to the 
Food Lion at 802 Harbour 
West Drive in response 
to a commercial robbery, 
said Cpl. Ricky Jackson, 
the police department’s 
public information of-
ficer.

“The clerk stated the 
suspect entered the 
business, walked up 

to customer service, 
brandished a handgun 
and demanded money,” 
Jackson said. “The 
suspect fled the busi-
ness in an unknown 
direction with U.S cur-
rency.”

Police describe the 
suspect as a white man 
standing 5 feet, 6 inches 
to 5 feet, 8 inches tall and 
weighing about 190-200 
pounds.    

Anyone with informa-
tion can call the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
at 252-972-1411. 

The Rocky 
Mount Police 
Department is 
looking for the 
person shown 
in this still 
image from 
store security 
video in 
connection to 
a robbery at 
the Food Lion 
supermarket 
on Harbour 
West Drive. 
Contributed 

photo

Knightdale man pleads guilty in credit repair scam
The Wake Weekly 

RALEIGH — A Knight-
dale man pleaded guilty to 
bank fraud Aug. 24 in con-
nection to a credit repair 
scam. 

Michael Anthony Griffin 
Sr., 52, already had several 
members of his family 
plead guilty in July related 
to the same case.

Prosecutors said the 
family and others ac-
cepted fees from clients 
for alleged credit repair 

services, but instead 
made fake credit profiles 
to change their clients’ 
credit data through fake 
police reports. The de-
fendants are also accused 
of defrauding multiple 
banks by opening ac-
counts with fake identi-
ties, cashing out through 
prepaid gift cards and 
defaulting.

On Aug. 24, Griffin 
pleaded guilty to bank 
fraud, which included us-
ing a false identity with a 

Social Security number 
and birth date that didn’t 
belong to him.

Griffin’s sentencing is 
tentatively set for Septem-
ber, but the exact date and 
location haven’t been de-
termined. At sentencing, 
he could receive up to 30 
years in prison. More than 
10 other defendants in the 
same scam are waiting for 
sentencing as well.

“Following a lengthy 
period of litigation and 
delays brought on by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Mi-
chael Griffin will finally 
face justice for his ac-
tions. We look forward to 
the sentencing phase of 
this case and an oppor-
tunity to seek justice for 
the victims,” a statement 
from acting U.S. Attor-
ney G. Norman Acker III 
reads.

The offenses took place 
in 2017 and 2018 and were 
investigated by the IRS, 
U.S. Postal Service and 
U.S. Marshals Service. 

Police: Man struck officer with car 
From staff reports

ROCKY 
MOUNT — 
City police are 
looking for a 
man accused 
of striking an 
officer with a 
motor vehicle.

At 12:45 a.m. Aug. 24, 
an officer with the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-
ment stopped a vehicle 
for an alleged traffic 
violation, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, the depart-
ment’s public informa-
tion officer.

“The officer was stand-
ing next to the vehicle in 
the performance of his 
duties when the suspect 
accelerated, striking the 
officer with the motor 
vehicle and fleeing the 
scene,” Jackson said. “The 
officer was transported 

to UNC Nash Healthcare 
and was later released 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries.”

Police later identified 
the driver as 32-year-old 
Kevin Cooper. He faces 
charges of assault on a 
law enforcement officer, 
assault with a deadly 
weapon, resisting a public 
officer and failure to stop 
at a red light.

“The men and women 
of the Rocky Mount Po-
lice Department are ded-
icated to creating a safe 
city while upholding the 

laws of North Carolina, 
and while each officer 
accepts the dangers of 
this profession, ensuring 
the safety of all RMPD 
employees is a priority,” 
said Police Chief Robert 
Hassell.

Police didn’t identify the 
officer injured in the case.

Anyone with informa-
tion on Cooper’s where-
abouts is asked to call 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department at 252-972-
1411 or Twin Counties 
CrimeStoppers at 252-977-
1111. 

Cooper

Police: Rocky Mount fugitive caught with gun, drugs
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com  

| 252-265-7821

WILSON — Police say 
patrol officers seized oxy-
codone, marijuana and a 
gun from a Rocky Mount 
man wanted in Ohio. 

Rayshawn Demond Wil-

lis, 43, was charged with 
two counts of trafficking 

opioids and 
one count 
each of pos-
session with 
intent to sell 
or deliver a 
Schedule VI 
controlled 

substance, maintaining 
a vehicle for the sale or 
delivery of controlled sub-
stances and possession of 
a firearm by a felon. 

The Wilson Police De-
partment said officers en-
countered Willis in a park-
ing lot while patrolling the 
100 block of Bruton Street 

around 8:30 p.m. Aug. 20. 
Police say Willis, of Rocky 
Mount, is accused of a pa-
role violation in Ohio.

A Wilson County mag-
istrate set Willis’ bond at 
$275,000. He was held 
without bond on a fugitive 
warrant pending extradi-
tion to Ohio.  Willis

Man sentenced for Rocky Mount robbery
From staff reports 

A Tarboro man who pleaded 
guilty to holding up a Rocky Mount 
convenience store in 2019 will 
spend 10 years, 10 months in fed-
eral prison.

U.S. District Judge Louise Flana-
gan sentenced 26-year-old Rashawn 
Demond Lyons in a New Bern 
courtroom on Aug. 25, acting U.S. 
Attorney G. Norman Acker III an-
nounced in a news release.

Lyons pleaded guilty to robbery 
and brandishing a firearm during 
a robbery in September 2020.

Prosecutors say court records and 
testimony showed that Lyons robbed 
the Kangaroo Express store on West 
Raleigh Boulevard on Oct. 23, 2019, 
retrieving an AR-15-style rifle from his 
coat and pointing it at the store clerk.

Lyons demanded money from 
the cash register and left the store 
with $300, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern 

District of North Carolina. Rocky 
Mount police identified Lyons as 
the suspect with help from store 
surveillance video and public tips.

The Rocky Mount Police Depart-
ment and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
investigated the case with assis-
tance from the Nash County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

Assistant U.S. Attorney John Par-
ris represented the government in 
Lyons’ prosecution.  

The Enterprise
Good to  

the last word.

252-243-5151
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Rocky Mount man sentenced for drug trafficking
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  

| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — A Rocky 
Mount man with a violent 
criminal history has been 
sentenced to up to five 
years, 10 months in prison 
for trafficking heroin and 
running from law enforce-

ment.
Maurice William Nich-

olson, 38, 
received a 
minimum 
of three 
years, seven 
months and 
a maximum 
of five years, 
10 months in 

prison after convictions 
of in Nash County Supe-
rior Court of fleeing to 
elude arrest in a motor 
vehicle and attempted 
trafficking by transport 
of heroin. Sentencing oc-
curred Aug. 5.

The charges stemmed 
from a traffic stop on June 
10, 2020. Nicholson tried 

to escape narcotics depu-
ties, said Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina of the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

“During the pursuit, 
Nicholson threw 147 dos-
age units of heroin out of 
his passenger window,” 
Medina said in a news 
release. “At the conclu-

sion of the pursuit, Nich-
olson was apprehended 
at a residence on Aycock 
Street in Rocky Mount, 
and all narcotics were 
collected.”

Nicholson’s previous 
criminal conviction his-
tory includes possession 
of a firearm by a felon, 
assault on a female, 

violation of a protective 
order, domestic crimi-
nal trespass, resisting a 
police officer, communi-
cating threats, larceny, 
selling drugs and acting 
as an accessory after the 
fact to armed robbery, 
according to the N.C. 
Department of Public 
Safety.

Nicholson

2nd suspect charged in shooting, carjacking attempt
The Wake Weekly 

RALEIGH — A second man 
has been arrested in relation 
to an Aug. 20 shooting and at-
tempted carjacking in Knight-
dale, the Wake County Sheriff’s 
Office said.

Ethan Jeremiah Mitchell, 25, 
was charged with assault with 

a deadly weapon with intent 
to kill, robbery with a dan-

gerous weapon, 
conspiracy to com-
mit assault with 
a deadly weapon 
with intent to kill 
and conspiracy to 
commit robbery 
with a dangerous 

weapon.
Mitchell and Tyrin Daquan 

Stubbs, 25, are 
accused of shoot-
ing Scott Glenn 
Wright, 58, short-
ly before 5 a.m. 
Aug. 20 in front 
of Car Cosmetol-
ogy on Knightdale 

Boulevard, a press release 
states.

Wright told deputies he 
picked up two men at a bus 
stop on New Bern Avenue. 
Later, he became suspicious 
and pulled into the parking 
lot, asking the men to get out. 
A struggle ensued, and the 
suspects shot him, deputies 

said.
Mitchell was the shooter and 

was arrested the morning of 
Aug. 25, deputies said. 

Mitchell was placed in the 
Wake County Detention Cen-
ter under a $350,000 bond. 
Stubbs was held without bond 
pending his initial court ap-
pearance. Mitchell Stubbs

Nash, Franklin could receive $38M in state budget
From staff reports

RALEIGH — Nash and 
Franklin counties could 

receive $38 
million this 
year’s state 
budget, 
including 
money for 
water systems 
in Bailey and 
Spring Hope.

State Rep. Matthew Win-

slow represents Nash and 
Franklin counties in House 
District 7. He helped se-
cured the funding for what 
he said are important proj-
ects in his district. 

“My priority as an 
elected Representative of 
Franklin and Nash coun-
ties has always been to 
put the state government 
to work for the people in 
District 7,” Winslow said 
in a news release. “Thirty-

Eight million dollars 
for local infrastructure, 
revitalization projects, 
primary and secondary 
educational funding, law 
enforcement, a civic cen-
ter, and economic devel-
opment will go a long way 
towards making our dis-
trict better for everyone.”

The funding is subject to 
final approval by the Sen-
ate and Gov. Roy Cooper. 

The House budget fund-

ing for District 7 includes 
the following:

• The town of Spring 
Hope could receive 
$25,000 for water im-
provements.

• The town of Bailey 
could receive $5 million 
for sewer improvements.

• The town of Middlesex 
could receive $1.5 million 
for sewer improvements.

• The town of Middlesex 
could receive $15,000 for 

police department capital 
improvements.

• Nash County could 
receive $7.7 million for 
capital improvements.

• The National Guard 
Readiness Center could 
receive $9.5 million.

• Vance-Granville Com-
munity College could 
receive $9.5 million for 
capital improvements.

• The town of Louisburg 
could receive $700,000 for 

its Depot Hill Civic Center.
• The Northeast Eco-

nomic Development 
Committee could receive 
$50,000.

• The town of Franklin-
ton could receive $25,000 
for capital improvements.

• Youngsville could re-
ceive $3 million for Main 
Street improvements. 

• The town of Bunn 
could receive $25,000 for 
capital improvements. 

Winslow

School resource officers hope for safe year
For The Enterprise

Southern Nash County’s 
school resource officers 
hope for a safe, uninter-
rupted academic year. 

As the 2021-22 school 
year began, the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office 
posted questions and 
answers with school re-
source officers to its Face-
book page. The interviews 
below feature the two 
deputies at Southern Nash 
High School and Southern 
Nash Middle School. 

S.A. SHERROD, SOUTHERN 

NASH HIGH

NCSO: What is your 
name and how long have 
you been in law enforce-
ment?

Sherrod: Deputy S.A. 
Sherrod. I have been in 
law enforcement for 18 
years.

NCSO: Tell us a little 
about yourself.

Sherrod: I love spending 
time with my granddaugh-
ter. I am also happy to be 
the SRO at the high school 
I graduated from.

NCSO: What made you 
want to be a school re-
source officer, and what 
are the things you like 
about it?

Sherrod: I like being 
around the kids. It keeps 
me young. I also like 
hopefully being a positive 
influence on some of my 
students.

NCSO: How do you feel 
a SRO makes a positive 
difference in the school 

setting?
Sherrod: I feel that the 

SRO is critical to most 
of the students and their 
parents. I know if their 
safety is not a concern, the 
students tend to perform 
better in school. I also 
think that students who 
hit a small bump in the 
road of life could use a 
second chance to redeem 
themselves.

NCSO: What are your 
hopes for the upcoming 
school year?

Sherrod: My hope for 
this year is that we are 
able to attend without 
interruption from the vi-
rus. Putting kids back in 
school for their own physi-
cal and mental well-being.

O.M. SILVER, SOUTHERN 

NASH MIDDLE 

NCSO: What is your 
name and how long have 
you been in law enforce-
ment?

Silver: My name is Dep-
uty O.M. Silver, and I’ve 
been in law enforcement 
over 20 years.

NCSO: Tell us a little 
about yourself.

Silver: God is first in all 
that I do. I enjoy spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. I like attending 
church, watching sports 
and listening to jazz mu-
sic. Also, I work in my 
yard as an additional way 
to wind down after a long 
week at work.

NCSO: What made you 
want to be a school re-
source officer, and what 

are the things you like 
about it?

Silver: I decided to be-
come a school resource 
officer to work closer 
with school adminis-
trators in an effort to 
create a safer school 
environment. I wanted 
to develop relationships 
with students to dissolve 
any negative stereotypes 
of law enforcement. 
My goal was to assure 
students, parents and 
school administrators 
that we are here to serve 
and protect the students 
and staff.

NCSO: How do you feel 
an SRO makes a positive 
difference in the school 
setting?

Silver: Working as a 
school resource officer, 
I have often provided 
law-related consultation 
to school administrators, 
school social workers and 
school counselors, which 
has greatly aided in con-
flict resolution. Inform-
ing students of the value 
of education has proven 
to instill an attitude of 
excellence in them for 
their success. Building 
relationships with outside 
agencies, parents and the 
community has resulted in 
positive feedback to pro-
vide proactive information 
to help keep the school 
safe.

NCSO: What are your 
hopes for the upcoming 
school year?

Silver: Leaning on the 
COVID-19 knowledge 
we have gained over the 

past year; I am hoping for 
higher student academic 
achievement, an uninter-
rupted athletic season and 
a COVID-19-free school 
year. 

252-243-5151

Have Fun & Be  

Creative
Reusing your newspaper  
to make artistic projects 

can be fun!

The Enterprise

County manager 
pitches in for United 
Way  
Nash County Manager Zee Lamb 

bravely takes a water balloon 

to the face for charity during a 

United Way fundraiser on Aug. 

20. Rather than focusing on a 

dollar amount or one large fund-

raiser, organizers for the county’s 

United Way campaign have cre-

ated several small events meant 

to be enjoyable for employees 

while raising money for charity. 
Contributed photo

AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION
OF NAME BRAND FURNITURE

HWY. 301 between Wilson & Rocky Mount at Sharpsburg

www.hardeesfurniture.com

(252) 977-2325

40,000 Sq. Ft. of SAVINGS!

Save up to 50%off retail prices!

IN STOCK

12

MONTHS

SAME AS

CASH!

LABOR DAY
SUPER SALE

Now Going On
OPEN LABOR DAY til 5
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Nash is halfway to vaccination goal
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Nash County has 
reached the halfway point with CO-
VID-19 vaccinations.

The number of county residents who 
have received at least one dose climbed 
to 43,070, which is half of the eligible 
population, said Jerome Garner, public 
health education specialist and public 
information officer for the Nash County 
Health Department.

The county has seen an uptick in 
coronavirus cases in recent weeks. 
There were 256 new cases between 

Aug. 17-23 with 34 people hospitalized, 
according to data provided by local 
public health officials.

So far, the county had reported 12,355 
positive cases as of last week. The 
death toll has remained at 200 for the 
past few weeks.

For COVID-19 vaccination informa-
tion, visit https://nashcountync.gov/731/
COVID-19-Information.

For updated case counts and statisti-
cal data, visit the N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services COVID-19 
Dashboard at https://covid19.ncdhhs.
gov/dashboard. 

Nash UNC Health Care 
postpones elective surgeries 
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Due to a rapid and sig-
nificant rise in COVID 
hospitalizations, all non-
urgent “elective” surger-
ies that require an over-
night stay in the hospital 
after surgery have been 
postponed indefinitely, 
hospital officials an-
nounced last week. The 
postponement took effect 
on Thursday. 

Urgent and emergent 
surgeries will still be per-
formed, as will outpatient 
surgeries. Patients will be 
contacted by their care 
team if their case is to be 
rescheduled. 

“We are seeing a rapid 
influx of patients need-
ing hospitalization from 
COVID,” said Dr. L. Lee 
Isley, president and CEO 
of Nash UNC Health 
Care. “This decision to 
postpone elective surger-
ies is to ensure the safety 
of our patients as well as 
prioritize resources and 
staff for the urgent and 
emergent medical needs 
of our community.”

Nash UNC Health 
Care said no surgery or 

procedure will be post-
poned if postponement 
would cause harm to the 
patient.

“Our surgeons and care 
teams are reviewing their 
cases carefully and evalu-
ating which non-critical 
surgeries can be post-
poned,” Isley said. “Con-
ditions will continue to 
be closely monitored and 
discussed with medical 
staff leadership, includ-
ing Department of Sur-
gery chair Dr. Bennie Jar-
vis and Surgical Services 
Governance chair Dr. Ed-
die Hasty, on a biweekly 
basis to continuously 
assess ability to resume 
elective procedures.”

Nash UNC currently 
has 31 COVID patients, 
with seven in critical 
care. This is an increase 
of 17 admitted patients in 
just five days.

“The virus and the 
circumstances are much 
different from what 
we fought through in 
2020 and early 2021,” 
Isley said. “Given the 
contagiousness of the 
variants, most people no 
longer know if and when 
they were exposed. As 

an industry, we are now 
seeing many patients 
who are otherwise 
healthy, but experienc-
ing severe illness from 
this virus. Our COVID 
Task Force and staff are 
preparing plans for a 
significant surge of CO-
VID patients.  In addition 
to wearing masks and 
practicing hand hygiene, 
we ask that if you have 
not gotten vaccinated to 
please do so for the pro-
tection of yourself and 
others.” 

Vaccines are available 
at the Nash UNC Walk-In 
Vaccine Clinic at Nash 
Day Hospital on the days 
and times listed below.

• Tuesdays and Thurs-
days: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(The clinic will close 
at noon on Aug. 24 for 
an off-site vaccination 
event.) 

• Wednesdays: Noon to 
6 p.m. 

No appointment is nec-
essary. People with ques-
tions and those who wish 
to make an appointment 
for a specific time can call 
Nash UNC’s Community 
Vaccination Line at 252-
962-8624.  

Nash couple splits nearly $1 million jackpot
For The Enterprise 

Constance Cannon and her husband, 
Luthor, were shocked to learn their 
Cash 5 tickets won them a $997,400 
jackpot.

“It’s crazy,” Luthor Cannon told N.C. 
Education Lottery officials.

“It was just amazing to see those 
numbers,” Constance Cannon 
agreed.

Luthor Cannon purchased two 
tickets, using his own numbers on 
each one, for the Cash 5 drawing on 
Aug. 22. Yemen Food Mart on Star-
ling Way in Rocky Mount sold the 
tickets, and the buyer gifted one to 
his wife.

The next day, while out grocery shop-
ping, he returned to the store to check 
his ticket.

“It said, ‘Go to lottery headquar-
ters,’ he told me,” Constance Can-
non recalled. “When he got home, he 
showed me the ticket and pulled up 
the winning numbers on his phone. 
And when I looked at them, I just 
started crying.”

The couple split the jackpot, and each 
won $498,700. After required federal 
and state tax withholdings, Luthor and 
Constance Cannon each took home 
$352,830.

“It’s just amazing that we won this 
amount of money,” Constance Cannon 
said. “We can pay off our house and 
pay off our cars and be able to do some-
thing for our family.”

Carolina Cash 5 tickets are $1 and 
drawings are held every night. The 
odds of winning a Cash 5 jackpot are 1 
in 962,598.

Cash 5 is one of four lottery games in 
North Carolina where players have the 
option of buying their tickets through 
online play, either through the lottery’s 
website or with the N.C. Lottery mobile 
app. 

Ticket sales from draw games such 
as Cash 5 make it possible for the lot-
tery to raise more than $900 million per 
year for education. For details on how 
$4.8 million raised by the lottery made 
a difference in Nash County in 2020, 
visit www.nclottery.com and click on 
the “Impact” section. 

7 join community college 
foundation board 

Nash Community College President Lew Hunnicutt, left, is pictured with Erin Gall, 
foundation board President Don Raper, Tim Oakley, Brian Hutson, Alan Moore, NCC Vice 
President of Advancement Pam Ballew, George Robinson and Will Kornegay. Gall, Hutson, 
Kornegay, Moore, Oakley and Robinson joined the NCC Foundation Board of Directors on 
Thursday. Contributed photo 

For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
Nash Community College 
Foundation welcomed n 
ew 2021-22 board mem-
bers during a reception 
held in the college’s 
Brown Auditorium on 
Thursday.

The new members are:
• Katherine Wiggins 

Fisher , a ttorney , B attle ,  
Winslow ,  Scott  and  Wylie.

• Erin Gall, sales man-
ager, Allegra Marketing.

• Brian Hu t son ,  presi-

dent ,  Hedgepeth Hu t son  
In surance  S ervices   Inc.

• W ill Kornegay, f ounder  
and CEO , Ri pe  R evival.

• Alan Moore , s ecurity  a 
nalyst , Jones Lang LaSalle 
.

• Tim Oakley ,  president ,  
Oakley Collier  A rchitects.

• George Robinson ,  re-
tired  p olice  c hief  ,  city of 
Rocky Mount.

The foundation was 
established in 1983 to 
increase community 
awareness, raise funds 
for the student scholar-

ship program and to help 
meet Nash Community 
College’s needs. These 
resources ensure that de-
serving students have the 
financial capability to take 
advantage of instructional 
opportunities at the col-
lege. 

The Nash Community 
College Foundation Inc. 
is a tax-exempt, 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nashcc.
edu/give or call 252-451-
8440.

Banshee, at least 2 ghosts 
said to haunt Tarboro 

Tarboro is a historic 
little town right here in 
Edgecombe County that 
we all know and have 
gone through or to at 
some point. 

Like many people, I as-
sumed it was named for 
tar or pine that perhaps 
traveled down the Tar 

River at some point in our area’s past. 
Yet, I have found that the name comes 
from the Tuscarora word “Taw,” which 
means “water of health.” 

I’m not sure anyone would look at the 
Tar River and think, “Wow that looks re-
ally healthy,” yet it was Anglicized to Tar-
boro from Tawborough and thus, a town 
was born. Since it is so old, and we love 
old things (more ghost stories), there are 
quite a few paranormal stories that go 
along with Tarboro. I investigated one 
right before COVID.

My partner and I investigated the 
Tarboro Banshee. Supposedly during 
the Revolutionary War, a group of six 
Redcoats, or British soldiers, came upon 
a preacher and his two friends in the 
woods of Tarboro. The preacher told — 
warned, actually — these soldiers that if 
they did anything to him or his friends, a 
banshee would appear and kill them all. 

The soldiers clearly took this in jest 
and proceeded to kill all three men. The 
British soldiers’ bodies were discovered 
the next day. 

My partner and I took to the woods 
where this supposedly happed, as we 
had heard that the banshee could still 
be seen occasionally. With no ill intent, 
we began our journey to search for the 
shack said to be haunted by the banshee. 

Sadly, we did not find the shack or 
come across the legendary banshee, 
which may have been a good thing in 
retrospect.

Another famous haunt in Tarboro is 
the Blount-Bridgers House. Visitors and 
staff members have reported seeing a 
female ghost since 1979 when this house 

was turned into a museum. 
Most people assume that the ghost is 

Jackie Blount. She is most often seen 
in the art room or in the parlor and has 
been described as “greeting guests who 
visit her home.” 

The house itself is a beautiful mauso-
leum to a time we will never see again. 
It stands statuesque-like and is a plan-
tation-style home that was built in 1808. 
Simply for the beautiful architecture, this 
house is worth a visit. 

Another haunted house on the list is 
the Mayo house. It is, after all, legendary 
— simply for the crime that allegedly oc-
curred there. 

When visiting Tarboro, I heard both 
sides, people who fully believe in the 
haunting and people who think it is sim-
ply a fireside ghost story with no basis in 
reality. 

The legend of the Mayo house conve-
niently leaves out the year it happened. 
We are to believe that it happened many 
hears ago; however ,everyone has a the-
ory. You may want to stop reading now 
if you are triggered by violent crime or 
cruelty to animals. 

Supposedly, Mr. Mayo was what we 
call a “family annihilator.” While no one 
knows the exact order of the crime, Mr. 
Mayo came home one evening and may 
have been touched by a moment of in-
sanity when he lost his temper and his 
loved ones lost their lives. 

He stalked though the home systemati-
cally, killing his wife and children and 
even their pet dog. He saved the state 
some trouble by hanging himself. 

This is the work of the legend: with no 
detail, it still scares people. 

So, if you are ever in Tarboro and 
brave enough to take on the Mayo house, 
please drop me a line at lettrs@wilson-
times.com. I believe the home is now 
privately owned. 

Niki Layne is a graduate student, owns a 
nonprofit and is a volunteer paranormal 
researcher.

NIKI 
LAYNE
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Health department to distribute bike helmets
For The Enterprise

NASHVILLE — The Nash County 
Health Department has received 100 
lifesaving bike helmets from the N.C. 
Department of Transportation Bicycle 
Helmet Initiative.

The program is a collaboration with 
the Twin Counties Partnership for 
Healthier Communities to establish ac-
tive living and safety for youths in Nash 

and Edgecombe counties. 
“The Twin Counites Partnership for 

Health Communities Active Living Sub-
group is collaborating with Nash and Edge-
combe counties public schools physical 
education teachers to promote bicycle safe-
ty and offer helmets,” said Latesha Barnes-
Staton, public health education specialist 
with the Nash County Health Department.

The Partnership is collaborating with 
area church groups and youth groups to 

distribute the helmets. 
“The program goal is to provide bicycle 

helmets to the youth of families wres-
tling with economic challenges in Nash 
and Edgecombe counties to help them 
be as safe as possible when riding their 
bicycles,” said Barnes-Staton. 

As noted by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, an estimated 33 million children 
ride bicycles for nearly 10 billion hours 
each year. Only 25% of children use hel-

mets all or most of the time while cycling. 
Bicycling is an excellent way for chil-

dren to be active, but consistent helmet 
use is essential to children’s safety, 
Barnes-Staton said.

The initiative allows the Nash County 
Health Department to distribute helmets 
to under-resourced families while pro-
viding bicycle safety education, includ-
ing the importance of wearing a helmet 
every time one gets on a bicycle to ride.

Nash County native proud to serve in Navy
By Alvin Plexico
For The Enterprise 

MAYPORT, Fla. — A Rocky Mount na-
tive says he’s proud to serve in the U.S. 
Navy aboard guided-missile destroyer 
USS Donald Cook.

Petty Officer 1st Class Chevaris Jennett 
joined the Navy 19 years ago. Today, Jen-
nett serves as an electrician’s mate.

“My brother, Delvin, joined the Navy,” 
said Jennett. “I saw what he was doing, 
and it made me want to leave home and 
do the same thing.”

Growing up in Rocky Mount, Jennett 
attended Northern Nash Senior High 
School and graduated in 2001. Today, 
Jennett finds the values in Rocky Mount 
similar to those needed to succeed in the 
military. 

“I learned the importance of discipline 
and respect,” said Jennett.

These lessons have helped Jennett 
while serving in the Navy.

Donald Cook returned home from 
Naval Station Rota, Spain, after spend-
ing five years as a forward-deployed 
destroyer.

“These sailors distinguished them-
selves throughout their five years de-
ployed overseas,” said Capt. Joseph 
Gagliano, Commander, Destroyers 
Squadron 60 and Task Force 65. “Their 
contribution to NATO security and free-
dom of navigation is a legacy that will 
now continue with Arleigh Burke.”

Donald Cook was replaced by USS Ar-
leigh Burke, the lead ship of its class of 
Aegis-equipped guided-missile destroy-
ers. This homeport shift was the second 
of four in support of the U.S. Navy’s plan 
to rotate the Rota-based destroyers.

“Donald Cook’s time in Sixth Fleet 
has afforded this ship and her crew a 
number of invaluable experiences that 
are unique to this area of operation to in-
clude operating in the Black Sea, cross-
ing the Arctic Circle and a multitude of 
international operations,” said Cmdr. 
Matthew Curnen, Cook’s commanding 
officer.

A guided-missile destroyer moderniza-
tion program is underway to provide a 
comprehensive midlife upgrade that will 
ensure the Arleigh Burke class will main-
tain mission relevance and remain an 
integral part of the Navy.

Serving in the Navy means Jennett is 
part of a world that is taking on new im-
portance in America’s focus on rebuilding 
military readiness, strengthening alliances 
and reforming business practices in sup-
port of the national defense strategy.

“We’re a worldwide security force,” 
said Jennett. “We protect all oceans. I’ve 
also deployed to Iraq, so I know what 
the naval security forces are capable of 
ashore, as well.”

According to Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Mike Gilday, four priorities 
will focus efforts on sailors, readiness, 
capabilities and capacity.

“For 245 years, in both calm and rough 
waters, our Navy has stood the watch to 
protect the homeland, preserve freedom of 
the seas and defend our way of life,” said 
Gilday. “The decisions and investments we 
make this decade will set the maritime bal-
ance of power for the rest of this century. 
We can accept nothing less than success.”

There are many accomplishments that 
come with military service, and Jennett 
is most proud of his tour of duty in Iraq, 
where he served for eight months.

“I served in Baghdad in 2008,” said 
Jennett. “I was part of the public works 
department as a project manager, mak-
ing sure the forward operating bases had 
what they needed. We wanted to help en-
sure the people of Iraq were able to live a 
better life.”

As Jennett and other sailors continue 
their mission, they take pride in serving 
their country in the United States Navy.

“The Navy gives me a sense of accom-
plishment serving my country,” added 
Jennett. “This is something I’ll always be 
proud of.”

The Navy Office of Community Out-
reach provided this story to The Enter-
prise. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Chevaris Jennett, a Nash County native, poses aboard the U.S. Navy 
guided-missile destroyer USS Donald Cook. Patricia Rodriguez | U.S. Navy photo 

Rocky Mount fire official joins community college board
For The Enterprise 

TARBORO — Kim Wittig, 
administrative captain of the 
Rocky Mount Fire Department 
and a native of Edgecombe 
County, has been appointed to 
a four-year term on the Edge-
combe Community College 
Board of Trustees.

In 2000, Wittig became the 
first fire and life safety educator 
for the Rocky Mount Fire De-
partment. She spent the next 17 
years in that position teaching 
and coordinating injury preven-
tion programs throughout the 
city of Rocky Mount.

While working in this role, she 
was recognized with the Award 
of Excellence from the N.C. Fire 
and Life Safety Educators Asso-
ciation in 2002, and the Gover-
nor’s Highway Safety Program 
recognized her as the N.C. Child 
Passenger Safety Instructor of 
the Year in 2012. 

In 2017, Wittig was promoted 
to administrative captain, 
becoming the first woman in 
the Rocky Mount Fire Depart-
ment’s 120-year history to 
achieve the rank of captain. 
As administrative captain, 
she performs research and 
development for administra-
tive projects and management 
processes that support the 
department’s planning efforts, 
and she reviews policies and 
procedures for existing and 
new programs.

She also is the department’s 
lead grant writer and serves as 

the department’s public infor-
mation officer.

Wittig is a 1990 graduate 
of Tarboro High School. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
secondary science education 
with a concentration in chemis-
try from N.C. State University. 
She was the keynote speaker 
for Edgecombe Community 
College’s 2020 graduation exer-
cises.

Since 2012, Wittig has served 
as co-chair of the Distinguished 
Young Women of Edgecombe 
County scholarship program. 
Under her leadership, the pro-
gram has awarded more than 
$67,000 in academic scholar-
ships to young women in Edge-
combe County.

“I look forward to serving on 
the Edgecombe Community 
College Board of Trustees,” she 

said. “I hope to help the college 
continue to be a leader in pro-
viding a quality educational ex-
perience for all students in our 
service area.”

In addition to Wittig’s appoint-
ment, the Rev. Jerry Spruell and 
Timmy Cordell were reappoint-
ed to the ECC Board of Trustees 
for four-year terms.

“Ms. Wittig will be a strong 
asset to the college’s Board 

of Trustees,” said Spruell, the 
board’s chairman. “Since she 
is an Edgecombe native, she 
understands the community 
and the needs of its residents. 
In addition, her work in public 
safety and with local organiza-
tions will be invaluable to the 
board and to the college as a 
whole.”

Spruell has been a member 
of the ECC Board of Trustees 
since 1994. He was reappointed 
to the board by the Edgecombe 
County Board of Commis-
sioners. Spruell is chair of the 
board’s Executive Committee 
and is an ex-officio member 
of the personnel, finance and 
buildings and grounds commit-
tees.

He is director of the Edge-
combe County Board of Elec-
tions. In addition, Spruell was 
the keynote speaker for this 
year’s graduation exercises in 
May.

Cordell has served on the 
board since 2017. He is a mem-
ber of the trustees’ Finance 
Committee. Reappointed to 
the board by Gov. Roy Cooper, 
Cordell is employed by the Pitt 
County Department of Social 
Services in Greenville.

The ECC Board of Trustees 
has 12 members, each serving 
a four-year term. The governor 
appoints four members. The 
Edgecombe County Board of 
Education and the Edgecombe 
County Board of Commis-
sioners appoint four members 
each.

Edgecombe County Clerk of Superior Court Carol White administers the oath of office to, from left, Timmy 
Cordell, who was recently reappointed to the Edgecombe Community College Board of Trustees, new 
board member Kim Wittig and reappointed member the Rev. Jerry Spruell, who serves as board chairman. 
Contributed photo 

“The Navy gives me a sense of accomplishment serving my 

country. This is something I’ll always be proud of.”

CHEVARIS JENNETT, Petty O!cer 1st Class
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Got the right 
directions? 

There’s 
something 
to be said 
for the old-
fashioned 
maps we 
used to em-
ploy to get 
directions 

for where we needed to 
go. They were hard to 
refold, but at least they 
didn’t seem to misdirect 
us or to get us confused.

Maps have been made 
obsolete by the GPS 
systems that many of us 
now use in our cars. All 
we need to do with them 
is type in our desired 
destination and the GPS 
system does the rest by 
zeroing in on satellites 
and responding accord-
ingly. 

A female voice bosses 
us around by ordering us 
to do things like, “In 500 
feet, turn right onto La-
La Road.” And if we don’t 
follow her directions, 
she’ll say, “Recalculat-
ing” or “make a legal 
U-turn.”

Sounds simple, doesn’t 
it? But sometimes the 
system hasn’t been up-
dated. Or it sends us 
on bizarre paths or in 
strange ways. 

Case in point: Just re-
cently my husband and 
I were in Chesapeake, 
Virginia, and the GPS 

decided to keep us from 
ever reaching our hotel. 
We were riding along 
and the GPS said, “Make 
a legal U-turn” and then 
when we turned around, 
it said “Make a legal U-
turn.” What?

It’s a good thing the 
Bible gives us direc-
tions about how to reach 
heaven, isn’t it? After all, 
Matthew 7:14 says, “…
Narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which 
leads to life, and there 
are few who find it.” 

The way requires obe-
dience to God and even 
persecution, but it leads 
to eternal life in heaven.

And what we need 
first is to believe in Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and 
Savior and ask for for-
giveness, as John 3:16 
says. The Holy Spirit will 
then help us do what is 
right (John 16:13-15).

Otherwise, we go 
through life getting 
ourselves into trouble 
by taking wrong turns 
and paths. Instead, we 
can follow the guidance 
from the Bible and other 
Christian sources. That 
way we’ll not be lost, 
but we’ll be saved. I sure 
hope to see you in Heav-
en one of these days.

Donna Crowe is a minis-
ter’s wife. 

DONNA 
CROWE

Volunteers needed for statewide litter sweep 
Annual fall 
cleanup runs 
Sept. 11-25
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — The N.C. 
Department of Transpor-
tation needs volunteers to 
help clean up trash along 
roads during the Adopt-A-
Highway Fall Litter Sweep 
from Sept. 11-25.

Each April and Sep-

tember, the NCDOT asks 
volunteers to help remove 
litter from roadsides. 
Volunteers from local 
businesses, schools, non-
profits, churches, munici-
palities, law enforcement 
agencies and community 
groups play an important 
role in keeping North 
Carolina’s roads clean, the 
department said in a news 
release. 

Joining this effort is 
easier than ever before, as 
volunteers can now sign 
up by way of a convenient 
online form.

“Since this year began, 
NCDOT and our partner 
organizations have picked 
up more than 8 ½ mil-
lion pounds of litter,” said 
State Roadside Engineer 
David Harris. “We need 
everyone’s help to keep 
that momentum. The Lit-
ter Sweep is a great oppor-
tunity to get outdoors with 
family and friends and 
work alongside NCDOT 
to ensure North Carolina 
remains a beautiful place 
to live and work.”

Volunteers can request 
cleanup supplies such as 

trash bags, gloves and 
safety vests from local NC-
DOT county maintenance 
offices.

All volunteers are en-
couraged to follow proper 
COVID-19 safety guid-
ance. This includes wear-
ing face masks and gloves 
at all times and keeping 6 
feet apart from other vol-
unteers. Anyone who has 
been recently diagnosed 
with or exposed to CO-
VID-19 is asked to refrain 
from participating.

For more information, 
call 919-707-2970. 

Dove hunting season opens Sept. 4 
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The 
2021-22 hunting season 
for mourning and white-
winged doves opens on 
Saturday, Sept. 4. 

Officials from the 
N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission are re-
minding novice and new 
hunters about the im-
portance of being prop-
erly licensed, observing 
state and federal laws 
and following safe hunt-
ing practices. 

All migratory game bird 
hunters are required to 
have a certification in the 
Federal Harvest Informa-
tion Program. Hunters can 
purchase or renew their 
license and obtain their 
HIP certification online 
at www.ncwildlife.org 
for immediate use in the 
field. Licenses can also 
be purchased through a 
wildlife service agent or 
by phone at 888-248-6834 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
weekdays.  

Dove hunting season 
will be separated into 
three segments: Sept. 4 
through Oct. 2, Nov. 6-27 
and Dec. 9 through Jan. 
31. All hunters must fol-

low applicable migratory 
game bird licensing re-
quirements and hunting 
regulations.

The daily bag limit is 15 
mourning or white-winged 
doves, either as single 
species or combined, and 
shooting hours are from 
30 minutes before sunrise 
to sunset. Hunting of mi-
gratory game birds by any 
method is not allowed on 
Sundays.

It is a violation of state 
and federal law to take 
migratory game birds 
with the use or aid of salt, 
grain, fruit or any other 
bait. Additionally, hunters 

need to be aware that an 
area is considered baited 
for 10 days following the 
removal of all salt, grain 
or other feed.

Migratory gamebirds 
may be hunted in agricul-
tural areas where grain 
has been distributed as the 
result of normal agricul-
tural operations. Informa-
tion regarding agriculture 
and planting techniques 
may be obtained from a 
local N.C. State University 
Cooperative Extension 
service center. Visit the 
shortened link https://bit.
ly/3ybOmpQ to view an 
interactive map of game 

land dove fields.
As always, safety is a 

priority when hunting. 
The Wildlife Resources 
Commission offers a vari-
ety of hunter safety cours-
es and its Home from the 
Hunt campaign offers 
hunters’ online resources 
focused on being safe dur-
ing time spent outdoors.

The commission advises 
dove hunters to follow 
these safety tips:

• Adhere to established 
safe zones of fire.

• Ensure you have the 
correct ammunition for 
your firearm.

• Keep the muzzle of 
your firearm pointed in a 
safe direction.

• Keep your finger off 
the trigger until ready to 
shoot.

• Do not shoot at low-
flying birds.

• Do not place decoys 
on utility lines.

For more information 
on mourning doves, visit 
ncwildlife.org/mourning-
dove. Download the 
2021-22 North Carolina 
Regulations Digest online 
at ncwildlife.org for addi-
tional hunting, fishing and 
trapping season dates and 
regulations.

A mourning dove like the one shown here is one of two 
species, along with the white-winged dove, that can be 
hunted in NC. Stock photo | Pixabay 

Wendell to borrow $11.3 million for projects
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

WENDELL — The town 
of Wendell approved an 
$11.3 million loan from 
Truist Bank to build its 
new town hall and move 
forward with other infra-
structure projects.

Truist Bank proposed a 
1.9% interest rate over 15 
years. The first payment 
of $892,305.37 will be paid 
in fiscal year 2023. Truist 
was the low bidder of the 
five responses the town 
received, according to Fi-
nance Director Butch Kay.

The loan will be used to 
construct a new town hall 
($7.6 million), extend Land-
ing View Drive ($488,000), 
improve Zone No. 1 
($742,000), design and 
construct South Hollybrook 
Park ($1.3 million) and to 
buy land for a future police 
station ($1.08 million).

Earlier this month, Wen-
dell selected W.B. Brawley 
as the contractor to build 
the new town hall for 
$6.285 million.

The current town hall at 
15 E. Fourth St. is around 
6,689 square feet and is 
too small for the town’s 
needs.

The town hall also needs 
a new roof and ventilation 
system; fire sprinkler, fire 
alarm and security system 
improvements; and “sig-
nificant” Americans with 
Disabilities Act accessibil-
ity improvements, Col-
lins said when the town 
started its design process 
last fall. 

The new town hall will 
be next to Wendell Park 

separated by a second en-
trance road. Construction 
should begin in 2022.

SUBDIVISION ANNEXATION, 

REZONING

The town of Wendell 
approved the non-con-
tiguous annexation of 
88 acres, but held off on 
rezoning it at the board’s 
Aug. 23 meeting.

The subdivision, tenta-
tively called Cayden Cove, 
is off N.C. Highway 97 
just outside the town’s ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction. 
It’s zoned Wake County 
residential, but the devel-
oper wants to rezone it as 
a Wendell R-4 conditional 
district for 222 single-
family homes.

The lots will be as small 
as 4,800 square feet and 
average 6,000 square feet. 
The minimum for that dis-

trict is 6,000, according to 
Planning Director Bryan 
Coates.

The development will 
try to affect the nearby 
Raybon Drive as little as 
possible, according to 
David Bergmark, the ap-
plicant. He added that the 
development wanted to be 
annexed, so it could have 
water and sewer from the 
city of Raleigh.

Commissioner Jon Lutz 
voted against the annexa-
tion. He said he felt the 
town was getting a ton of 
the same type of develop-
ments, and he didn’t have 
a good idea of what the 
town would look like in 10 
years. He couldn’t agree 
with the annexation be-
cause he didn’t necessarily 
agree with the site plan for 
Cayden Cove.

Commissioner Jason 
Joyner countered that 

he was voting in favor of 
annexation so the town 
could have control over 
what the developer does. 
If the county planning 
board made the decision, 
it would approve develop-
ments that looked exactly 
like the other subdivi-
sions, he said.

Annexation passed 4-1. 
However, Commissioner 
Joe DeLoach said he 
wanted more time to pray 
on and consider the rezon-
ing. During the pandemic, 
the board would have two 
weeks between the public 
hearing and voting. He 
said he enjoyed that and 
would like more time. 

Mayor Pro Tem John 
Boyette withdrew his mo-
tion to approve rezoning 
and instead made a mo-
tion to table the rezoning 
until Sept. 13. That passed 
unanimously. 

Wendell commissioners will spend roughly $7.6 million of an $11.3 million bank loan to 
build a new town hall. The current town hall at 15 E. Fourth St. shown here is around 6,689 
square feet and is too small for the town’s needs. Amber Revels-Stocks | Restoration NewsMedia 
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Pandemic, Afghanistan crisis demand faith and wisdom 
We at Peachtree Bap-

tist Church continue to 
pray for 
you, your 
friends 
and fam-
ily dur-
ing these 
stressful 
times. 
The delta 
variant of 
COVID-19 

has spiked, and the num-
bers of cases and deaths 
continue to rise. 

So much has happened 
in our world in just one 
week. Our military was 
attacked in Afghanistan. 
We lost 13 young service 
members to the ISIS-K 
group. We pray for the 
families of these brave 
troops. We indeed live in 
strange times.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
presented to glorify God 
by Joan and Ray Eason 
loving memory of Ray’s 
mother, Mabel Purvis.

Pianist Jane May played 
a beautiful solo. Pastor 
Gene Whitehouse played 
a video presentation for 
Sunday’s special music, 
the song, “The Holy High-
way,” by the Gaither Vocal 
Band.

The memory verse for 
the month of August is 1 
John 4: 18. 

Pastor’s message: “The 
Beatitudes,” with Scrip-
ture from Matthews 5: 1-3.

CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE 

For the next few weeks, 
my devotional will be on 
stress, depression, fear 
and finding peace though 
God. I hope this helps you 
in your time of need. If 
you are having these diffi-
culties, please seek profes-
sional help.

“Seeking God During 
Difficult Times,” by Rainer 
Bantau and Fran Bunn.

“Hard times are noth-
ing new. As the number 
of COVID-19 delta vari-
ant cases climbs, our con-
cerns naturally increase. 
We know we have physi-
cal limits that make it 
challenging to grasp how 
we will defeat invisible 
enemies like this virus 
that is currently disrupt-
ing life in the world as we 
know it. Our God is not 
confined to those limits. 
He is also not a stranger 
to suffering.

“Through His Son, Jesus 
Christ, God took upon 
himself the punishment 
due us all. He gave so that 
we might live.

“Faith is what we lean 
on during times of fear. 
That doesn’t mean we’re 
not concerned or afraid. 
The unknown is a scary 
thing. Especially when the 
unknown is aggressively 
destroying those around 
you. Those you love, care 
about and cherish.

“God’s Word (the Bible) 
is a source of comfort and 
wisdom. This is highly 
evident in the words of 
the various psalmists 
whose collective writings 
are found in the book of 
Psalms. Featuring the 
writings of David, Asaph, 
Solomon, the sons of 
Korah, Herman, Ethan 
and Moses, the psalms 
are a treasure trove of 
Israel’s songs expressing 
mourning, praise, distress, 
worship, depression, exu-
berance, questions and 
confidence.

“In Psalm 25, David 
asks for divine protection, 
guidance and forgiveness 
while affirming his loyalty 
to and trust in the Lord. 
Because of God’s good-
ness to Israel in the past, 
David appeals to the Lord 
for wisdom as well as for-
giveness.

“Difficult times demand 
great faith. They also 
require wisdom. David 
understood that then. We 
must understand that now.

“While it seems like 
life is spinning rapidly 
out of control, remem-
ber that God is still in 
charge. COVID-19 didn’t 
catch Him off guard. 

Nothing surprises our 
all-sovereign, all-know-
ing, all-loving God. Noth-
ing. And we aren’t help-
less, either. One, we 
know God is on our side. 
He is with us. As believ-
ers, He has not forgotten 
nor forsaken us. Second-
ly, there are things we 
can do individually, cor-
porately, as a community, 
as a nation and as a plan-
et. We are not powerless. 
We can be part of solving 
this crisis by doing some 
simple things and some 
that may demand a little 
more effort.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DEVOTIONAL

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is, “High Alert” by 
Anne Graham Lotz, from 
“Fixing My Eyes on Je-
sus.” 

“Be self-controlled and 
alert. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like 
a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour.” — 1 
Peter 5:8.

“Ever since 9/11, our 
eyes have been opened 
to an enemy who uses 
terror as a weapon aimed 
at achieving our destruc-
tion. As Christians, we 
have an even deadlier en-
emy to our utter destruc-
tion, and yet we seem 
to be indifferent to the 
danger.

“But God commands 
us to be on high alert, 
warning us of the attacks 
we face from the enemy 
of our souls. He also has 
given us instructions on 
how to not only defend 
and protect ourselves, but 
also how to seize the of-
fensive.

“Ephesians 6:10-11 says, 
‘Be strong in the Lord 
and in his mighty power. 
Put on the full armor of 
God so that you take your 
stand against the devil’s 
schemes.’

“Be alert. Be assured. 
And praise Jesus that the 
ultimate victory, through 
Christ, has already been 
won!”

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Susan and Lawrence 
Edwards took a few days 
off to travel to West Virgin-
ia. On the way home, they 
visited former Peachtree 
pastor Dr. Wakefield and 
his wife. 

• JoAnn Blankenship 
enjoyed a few days at the 
beach at Emerald Isle with 
her daughter and family. 

• JoAnn’s granddaugh-
ter, Destiny King, received 
the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro’s 
“Changemaker of the 
Month” honor for Septem-
ber. “She is energetic and 
engaging when leading 
groups and is a great role 
model to those around 
her,” her nomination for 
the award states.

• Floods Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church is 
collecting donations for 
the St. Vincent’s Island 
volcano victims. Please 
contact the church for a 
list of needs.

• Counting the Costs 
Ministries, sponsored by 
Billy and Amy Kornegay, 
919-920-4755, is taking up 
donations for flood victims 
of St Vincent’s and St 
Lucia islands. The group 
is also collecting winter 
items for an Indian reser-
vation in the mountains of 
New Mexico.

• The Momeyer Ruritan 
Club will hold its annual 
barbecue chicken fund-
raiser at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Sept. 3. Plates are avail-
able for $8 each with 
drive-thru pickup at the 
clubhouse. Delivery is 
available for orders of 10 
plates or more. 

• Floods Chapel will 
hold a men’s breakfast at 8 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 11.

• The Peachtree Men’s 
Ministry will hold its next 
monthly meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 16. 
For reservations, call 252-
478-4418.

• The Coopers Ruritan 

Club will sell barbecue 
chicken plates at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 17. Plates are 
$8 each, drive-thru and 
delivery only. Boy Scout 
Troop 37 and Cub Scout 
Pack 37 will sell sweets for 
an additional charge.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays two weeks be-
fore the events.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 

Whitley, Jerry Hobgood, 
Dorothy Nelson, Bill 
Wakefield and Gail Brant-
ley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Delcie 
Wakefield, Norman Whit-
ley, Melba Hobgood, San-
dra Breedlove, Bert Eason, 
Jim English, father-in-law 
to Aaron Edwards, Pete 
Infintino and Luke Gup-
ton.

• Undergoing treatment: 
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley, Deborah Massey, 
Lawrence Edwards’ 
cousin Sharon and Steve 
McDaniels. 

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hob-
good, Preston Green, 
Jackie Mitchell Fisher, 
Ronald Fisher, James 
Shepard, Doug Hayes, 
Fan Whitley, Sandra 
Breedlove, Sara Paige, 
Eula Gupton, Gene Av-
ery, Laverne Whitley and 
Nancy Law, mother-in-law 
to Adam Edwards.

• Pray for the family of 
Richard Wilder, cousin of 
Lawrence Edwards.

• Nelson Baines is in 
UNC Healthcare’s general 
hospital in Chapel Hill. 
Orville Cooper is in Mary 
Washington Hospital in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia.
• Pray for the people 

and first responders af-
fected by flooding in west-
ern North Carolina and 
middle Tennessee.

• Pray for the families 
of the 13 U.S. military per-
sonnel killed in Afghani-
stan.

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN
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Great neighbors in the victory garden 
When my 

husband was 
in the military, 
we moved a 
lot. Usually, we 
would pull up 
roots and have 
the moving 
company box 
our belongings 

every two to three years. I was 
always a little anxious about 
our new location. I wanted good 
schools for my kids, but I always 
wanted good neighbors. 

My house in Spring Hope was 
no exception. I asked my closest 
neighbor if bees would bother 
her before we even asked to 
tour the house when it was for 
sale. Her yard is full of flowers 
and shrubs that bloom all year. 

Her answer: “Of course not! 
I love bees.” We bought the 
house. 

My neighbor who is not as 
close to my house stopped me 
last week and asked, “Do you 
still have bees?” 

My first thought was “Oh no! 
She hates my bees!” 

What I said was, “Yes, I do. In 
fact, we got our first jar of honey 
last week.” Then I started pray-
ing — please Lord, don’t let her 
be allergic to bees! 

To my complete surprise, she 
said, “I haven’t seen one bee all 
summer. When are they going to 
come over to my yard?” 

Handel’s Hallelujah chorus 
started going off in my head! I 
almost couldn’t stop smiling. I 
can’t even imagine or wish for 
better neighbors.

If grocery prices going up 

have you planning your late-
summer garden, then it’s a great 
time to ensure you are mak-
ing room for the pollinators to 
come. One thing I learned in 
my master gardeners class was 
to plant a little more to allow 
for wildlife and bugs. It seems 
counterintuitive to invite bugs, 
birds and other wildlife to your 
food production area, but some-
times their help will make your 
crops produce more. The good-
guy insects can help keep out 
the bad bugs as well. 

I put together five garden 
hacks that might help boost 
your victory garden as well 
as attract the helper bugs you 
want: 

1.  Make sure you have some 
water for your bees, butterflies 
and birds.

This water source can be a 
regular birdbath or a dish or a 
shallow dish with some rocks 
for landing. I have a pond in 
my yard that has shallow edges 
lined with rocks, but I also have 
some shallow dishes scattered 
in other areas of my yard as 
well. One of the best times of 
the day is early morning when I 
can sit and watch the butterflies 
and dragonflies fluttering and 
zipping around my yard. 

To keep diseases at bay, rou-
tinely scrub out the birdbath 
and dishes with warm, soapy 
water and some elbow grease 
(friction is the part that gets rid 
of the germs — just like on our 
hands. Soap helps by rinsing the 
germs away). 

2. Now is the time to plant 
bulbs. 

One of the benefits of peren-
nial planting is only needing 
to do it once. If you are lucky, 
you may need to dig them up 
and divide them when they get 
crowded, but year after year of 
color and food for pollinators 
will help provide a habitat that 
you don’t have to work as hard 
to keep. An edible perennial 
bulb I recently read about is 
Apios American; it’s similar to a 
potato. It is sometimes referred 
to as groundnut or hopniss.

This versatile bulb/tuber can be 
grown in a container, but you’d 
miss out on its nitrogen-fixing 
properties. Either in a container 
or in the ground, these have 
beautiful ornamental vines with 
scented flowers and as a bonus, 
they are delicious to eat, too! 

3. Deadhead to keep your 
flowers looking their best.

Deadheading is regularly re-
moving the spent flowers. Don’t 
be overzealous, though — birds 
love to harvest the seeds too. To 
bring in more birds, be sure to 
plant sedum, teasel and echina-
cea (echinacea makes a great 
cup of tea as well).

4. Another perennial to plant 
is herbs. 

They do double duty in pro-
viding flavor to your meals, and 
once they flower, they bring in 
the pollinators. Even if they look 
shaggy, wait to give them a hair-
cut. Herbs like sage, mint, mar-
joram and lemon balm should 
be allowed to flower. 

After you trim them up, be 
sure to compost them. Compost-
ed dirt is magic for your garden. 

5. Finally, as you are harvest-

ing crops, be sure to cover the 
bare earth. 

Weeds are so depressing. 
Even your raised bed will sprout 
weeds if you don’t cover the 
bare earth or plant a speedy 
crop like radishes, lettuce and 
spinach. While this won’t neces-
sarily help bring in pollinators, 
it will help you enjoy your gar-
den more and make it exciting 
to walk to the garden, and less 

of a chore! 
Right now, I’m overflowing 

with jalapeño peppers. I’ve 
adapted this 10-minute pickled 
pepper recipe that is ready to 
eat in a hour. No canning skills 
required. Sharing optional!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring Hope 
resident who blogs at Victo-
ryGardenGal.com. Email her at 
VictoryGardenGal@gmail.com.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

10-Minute Pickled Peppers

INGREDIENTS 

6 to 7 medium 

jalapeño peppers 

2 garlic cloves 

1/2 cup white 

vinegar 

1/2 cup water 

1 tablespoon sugar 

2 teaspoons kosher 

salt 

2 teaspoons black 

peppercorns 

1 bay leaf 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Wash a wide-mouth, 1-pint mason jar and its lid in hot soapy 

water (yup, scrub it). Rinse and let air dry. 

2. Thinly slice the jalapeño peppers. To make it hot, leave in the 

seeds. If you like a little less fire, remove some or most of the 

seeds. Fill the jar with the slices. 

3. Peel the garlic cloves, but leave them whole.  

4. In a small saucepan, you’ll make the brine. Combine the garlic, 

vinegar, water, sugar, kosher salt, peppercorns and bay leaf. 

Bring to a boil and stir until the sugar and salt dissolve — just a 

couple of minutes.   

5.  Once boiling and the brine is clear, pour it into the jar of sliced 

peppers — even the bay leaf. Discard any remaining brine. If you 

have exposed peppers, add water to cover. 

6.  Put the lid on tightly and allow it to cool for about an hour. En-

joy immediately or refrigerate until serving. Keeps up to 1 month 

refrigerated. 
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NC Wesleyan to inaugurate Duff as president
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — North Caro-
lina Wesleyan College will officially 

celebrate Evan Duff’s 
appointment as its 
eighth president in a 
Sept. 17 ceremony. 

The college Board of 
Trustees named Duff 
president of the college 
on June 10, 2020, after 
he served in the interim 

role since June 14, 2019. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, his inaugura-
tion has been delayed until now. 
The rescheduled ceremony allows 
family and friends to attend as stu-
dents return for the fall semester.

Duff has served the college in 
many leadership roles since 2011, 
including senior vice president of 
academic affairs, vice president of 
adult and professional studies, ad-
junct professor and provost. 

In these roles, Duff was respon-

sible for leading the effort to ap-
prove new majors, co-writing the 
college’s first graduate application 
to the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools- Commission on 
Colleges and creating seven new 
offsite instructional locations. 

He was also responsible for facili-
tating the development of partner-
ships with 20 two-year and four-year 
colleges, which led to articulation 
agreements or memorandums of un-
derstanding between those colleges 
and N.C. Wesleyan. Most recently, 
he worked with Chaunté Garrett to 
develop an ROTC partnership with 
Rocky Mount Prep.

Duff earned his bachelor’s degree 
in business administration from 
Mount Olive College. He holds a 
master’s in administration from 
Central Michigan University and 
a doctorate in organizational lead-
ership from Nova Southeastern 
University. Along with his formal 
education, Duff also completed 

certificate programs with N.C. State 
University and Cornell University. 

During his career, Duff has 
authored or co-authored many 
academic publications and presen-
tations. He serves on various com-
munity boards and was named the 
Triangle Literacy Council’s volun-
teer of the year in 2014. 

He and his family most recently 
attended Hope Community Church 
in Cary. Prior to this, Duff and his 
family were active members of Cov-
enant UMC in Greenville, where he 
served on the pastoral personnel 
committee. 

Duff and his wife of 23 years, Marcy, 
have three sons and a daughter, Ty-
son, Landon, Peyton and Chloe. Their 
household is completed with five furry 
loved ones — three dogs and two cats 
— all of which are rescues.

The presidential inauguration is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
17, in The Dunn Center’s Minges 
Auditorium.  

Duff

State Employees’ Credit Union names new CEO
From staff reports

RALEIGH — State Em-
ployees’ Credit Union has 
selected Jim Hayes as its 
president and CEO, suc-
ceeding outgoing chief 
executive Mike Lord.

Hayes will leave his cur-
rent job as president and 
CEO of Andrews Federal 
Credit Union in Suitland, 
Maryland, and start work 
at the Raleigh-based credit 
union on Sept. 1, the finan-
cial institution’s board of di-
rectors announced Aug. 16.

“Jim Hayes is a recog-
nized leader with exten-
sive knowledge and a va-
riety of experience within 
the credit union and 
regulatory arenas,” SECU 

board Chairman Bob 
Brinson said in a news 

release. “We 
are impressed 
by his knowl-
edge of the 
industry and 
vision for the 
future, and 
we welcome 
Jim as the 

next president and CEO of 
State Employees’ Credit 
Union.”  

Hayes has more than 25 
years of credit union man-
agement experience. Before 
taking the reins at Andrews 
FCU, he served as the insti-
tution’s vice president and 
chief financial officer.

Previous posts include 
management positions at 

Western Corporate Federal 
Credit Union and stints as 
capital markets specialist 
and corporate examiner 
for the National Credit 
Union Administration and 
regulator at the federal Of-
fice of Thrift Supervision.

Hayes earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Southern California and a 
master’s from the University 
of La Verne. SECU officials 
say he also has completed 
executive education courses 
at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and Stan-
ford University. 

“I appreciate the confi-
dence that the Board of Di-
rectors has placed in me to 
lead SECU into the future,” 
Hayes said in a prepared 

statement released by the 
credit union. “SECU has 
an excellent reputation 
as a member-focused and 
trusted financial services 
provider, always striving to 
make a positive difference 
in the lives of its members. 
I look forward to carrying 
SECU’s mission forward 
and continuing to make 
those positive impacts.”   

A member-owned, non-
profit financial cooperative, 
SECU serves more than 2.6 
million members and has 
$50 billion in assets under 
management. The credit 
union operates 274 branches 
and 1,100 automated teller 
machines and offers 24-hour 
service by phone, online and 
through a mobile app.   

Hayes

State seeks public comment on grant program plan
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services is 
seeking public comment on the revi-
sion of the proposed 2021–23 North 
Carolina Community Services Block 
Grant State Plan, which outlines how 
the state will facilitate the CSBG pro-
gram over the next two years.

The CSBG Block Grant is the sole 
source of federal funding for com-
munity action agencies that provide a 
wide range of services and programs 
to assist needy families with children. 
CSBG funding supports projects that: 

• Lessen poverty in communities.

• Address the needs of low-
income individuals including mi-
grants, the elderly and those experi-
encing homelessness.

• Provide services and activities 
addressing employment, educa-
tion, better use of available income, 
housing, nutrition, emergency ser-
vices and/or health.

The CSBG State Plan is required 
for North Carolina to receive CSBG 
block grant funds, and it describes 
major program provisions, eligible 
entities, training and technical as-
sistance and program benefits. 

The Department of Health and 
Human Services will submit the 

CSBG State Plan to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Servic-
es, Office of Community Services. 
This draft plan covers federal fiscal 
years 2021-23 and must be submit-
ted by Sept. 1.

The written plan will be available 
for review through Aug. 25 at the 
following locations: 

• Each county department of social 
services during normal business hours, 
including the Nash County DSS, 120 
W. Washington St., Nashville. 

• Each community action agency lo-
cation during normal business hours.

• Online at www.ncdhhs.gov/divi-
sions/office-economic-opportunity. 



Pets and their owners by any other name 
There 

was some-
thing I saw 
on social 
media not 
long ago 
that at first 
struck me 
as odd 
or funny, 

but once I gave it a little 
thought, made perfect 
sense. 

There was this post 
on Facebook that said 
something to the effect 
that we have given all of 
our pets names and go to 
great lengths to remem-
ber them, but we never 
tell them our names. I 
guess over generations 
it just was assumed that 
they knew our names, but 
thinking about it now, I 
doubt the accuracy of that 
claim. 

I’ve known scores of 
dogs and cats and ham-
sters and rabbits and 
birds and such over the 
years that, even decades 
later, I can remember 
their names. I don’t recall 
introducing myself to any 
of them. 

It is generally accepted 

in our house that Cooper 
calls me “Dad.” Maine 
Coon cats are not big 
speakers, so he has never 
once actually called me 
Dad or made much of 
a sound at all. When it 
comes down to it, I don’t 
think I would care wheth-
er he calls me Dad or by 
my first name. 

In human years, he is in 
his early 40s, and I know 
lots of humans in their 
early 40s who call me by 
my first name. 

My wife has referred 
to us as “Grandpa” and 
“Grammy” in regard to 
our other cat, which is ac-
tually our daughter’s cat, 
but he lives with us. I don’t 
care what Severus calls 
me either. 

I have decided from this 
point forward, I am going 
to tell every pet I meet my 
name. If I go to someone’s 
house and they have a 
dog, I will tell him my 
name once I know his. It’s 
only polite. 

Dogs seem to care about 
this kind of thing. I doubt 
cats would care, but I sup-
pose I would introduce 
myself to them as well, so 

as not to be impolite.
We cross paths with 

animals all day long, and 
we know them by name. 
There’s a dog down the 
street named Freya who 
seems to run away quite 
often. She likes to roam 
the neighborhood until my 
wife and I and her human 
chase her down and catch 
her. 

I don’t know what Freya 
calls her person, but I am 
sure she doesn’t know my 
wife’s name, nor mine. 
She probably knows us 
as “loud people with the 
silver car.” 

I think the next time we 
apprehend her, we will 
introduce ourselves prop-
erly. This way, it won’t be 
so impersonal when we 
scoop her up and drive her 
home. 

An old girlfriend of mine 
had a goldfish named 
Shlomo. I am pretty sure 
Shlomo didn’t care what 
my name was. You don’t 
spend a lot of time talk-
ing to goldfish, really, and 
as long as you sprinkle a 
little food and don’t tap 
the glass, they are OK 
with you. 

Shlomo outlasted our re-
lationship, and I imagine 
he and the ex-girlfriend 
had a happy life together. 
Maybe she introduced 
herself to him at some 
point. 

The argument can be 
made that this is human-
izing animals. I think once 
we assign them a name, 
the slope becomes pretty 
slippery. Before long, you 
are signing their names on 
Christmas cards, getting 
them things with mono-
grams on them, et cetera. 

I think Cooper likes his 
name. It suits him. He’s 
mischievous and goofy 
with a bit of a rambunc-
tious streak. One of my 
friends has a human son 
named Cooper, and I often 
wonder if the personali-
ties are similar. We went 
through a lot choosing a 
name for Cooper. I think 
we gave more thought 
to it than our daughters’ 
names. 

I like to give animals 
names they won’t feel 
dumb having. I once met a 
dog named Butthead. He 
pretty much lived up to it, 
but I could tell he didn’t 

really like it. I don’t know 
what name I would have 
given him, but it certainly 
wouldn’t have been Butt-
head. 

I wonder what name he 
gave his human. I’ll wager 
it was less complimentary 
than Butthead. 

If you see me out and 
about and I introduce 
myself to your dog or cat 
or horse or alligator or 

whatever, don’t think I’m 
a weirdo. I’m just being 
polite. 

There are a thousand 
other things you can use 
to call me a weirdo.

Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-
timore, is a husband, fa-
ther, pawnbroker and gun 
collector. From his home in 
New Bern, he writes on the 
lighter side of family life.
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NOTICES

Adult Care

NEED 2 to 3 CHRISTIAN
CAREGIVERS NOW!!

for Wonderful Father 90 in East
Raleigh. $100 to $120 for 24 hrs.
Dad Covid vacccinated & care-

givers must be also. 24 to 72 hour
shifts STRAIGHT THROUGH.

Shortage of Workers.
PLEASE HELP!

Please leave Voicemail
773-251-5957

Thank you very much!

JOBS

Professionals

Town of Nashville
is seeking a Finance Director.
Three to 5 years municipal
accounting and supervising
experience is required.

Masters degree and NCLGFO
certification strongly desired.
Salary $65,500 to $97,418.

Apply on-line at
www.townofnashville.com.
Position open until filled

CLASSIFIEDS

Rolesville breaks ground on downtown mixed-use site
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

ROLESVILLE — Several 
years ago, real estate agent Lisa 
King told then-Mayor Frank 
Eagles that she wanted to see 
a mixed-use development in 
downtown Rolesville. On Aug. 
18, her dream came closer to 
fruition.

KDM Development and the 
town of Rolesville broke ground 
on Cobblestone Village that af-
ternoon. The  South Main Street 
development will include 178 
apartments, 50,000 square feet 
of retail space and a municipal 
building.

“It’s been a long time since I 
first told Mayor Eagles we need-
ed a Lafayette Village,” King 
said, referring to a mixed-use 
development in Raleigh. “I was 
blown away when KDM, the 
people behind Lafayette Village, 
agree to meet me.”

King, who is from Rolesville, 
said it was surreal to break 
ground on the development.

“I’m very thankful to KDM for 
embracing my vision and get-
ting us to where we are today,” 
she said. “I definitely couldn’t 
be here on my own. I’m also 
thankful Mayor Eagles saw the 
vision.”

The town is a partner in the 
development and is excited to 

see Cobblestone Village become 
a downtown center, according 
to current Mayor Ronnie Cur-
rin.

“This will be a game-changer 
for Rolesville,” Currin said. “Our 
town leaders never gave up on 

the town center.”
He said Cobblestone came 

about because patient town 
leaders were willing to invest 
in something and wait for it to 
come together.

KDM is also excited to be 

working with the town, accord-
ing to its vice president, Kenyon 
Burnham.

“With its blend of civic, retail, 
office and residential uses, the 
center will help revitalize down-
town Rolesville, and we’re hon-

ored to be the ones building it,” 
Burnham said. “It’s not far from 
Raleigh, so residents will have 
the opportunity to enjoy the city 
and the countryside.”

Rolesville is the second-oldest 
town in Wake County and one 
of the fastest-growing commu-
nities in the state, the town said. 
It has more than doubled its 
population over the last 10 years 
and continues to grow.

“Growing up in the area, I’m 
excited to see Rolesville finally 
have a downtown,” said Holly 
Van Apeldoorn, property man-
ager of both Lafayette Village 
and Cobblestone Village. “I’m 
looking forward to bringing 
nice retail to the area and creat-
ing an environment where the 
community will want to spend 
time. I’m also extremely ex-
cited about partnering with the 
town of Rolesville and creating 
memorable events throughout 
the year.”

Cobblestone Village is on 11 
acres at the corner of Young 
and South Main streets. KDM 
bought the land from the town 
for $2.08 million. Rolesville 
has said it will provide up to 
$500,000 in incentives for the 
project.

The construction site is hid-
den behind a chain-link fence 
with a privacy screen. It should 
be finished in 2023. 

The Rolesville Board of Commissioners ceremonially turns dirt. From left are Commissioners April Sneed, 
Sheilah Sutton, Michelle Medley and Paul Vilga. Not pictured is Commissioner Jacky Wilson.  
Amber Revels-Stocks | Restoration NewsMedia 

Troopers aim to reduce DWI among minority communities
For The Enterprise

WINSTON-SALEM — 
State and local officials 
are targeting minority 
college students with their 
latest version of the Booze 
It & Lose It anti-drunken 
driving campaign.

Members of the N.C. 
Governor’s Highway Safe-
ty Program partnered with 
Winston-Salem State Uni-
versity on the historically 
Black university’s campus 
to launch the 2021 Labor 
Day Booze It and Lose 
It campaign last week. 
Winston-Salem police also 
participated.

“Traffic crashes are a 
health disparity issue, and 
people of color are dis-
proportionately impacted 
by serious crashes,” said 
Mark Ezzell, director 
of the N.C. Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program. 
“We’re hoping that this 
event will raise awareness 
and help reduce impaired 
driving and serious crash-
es among young people of 
color.”

According to the Gov-

ernor’s Highway Safety 
Association, so far in 2021, 
Black people had the sec-
ond highest rate of total 
traffic deaths, pedestrian 
traffic deaths and bicyclist 
traffic deaths. Also, Black 
North Carolinians made 
up 26% of all fatal crashes 
from 2015-18, according 
to data from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

Winston-Salem State 
University Chancellor 
Elwood Robinson and 
Winston-Salem Police 
Chief Catrina Thompson 
expressed their commit-
ment to protecting their 
communities and high-
lighting the dangers and 
consequences of drunk 
driving for North Carolin-
ians. Justin Hubbard, a 
Winston-Salem advocate, 
also shared his testimony 
about his best friend who 
is now imprisoned for an 
impaired driving death. 

“It’s easy to say, ‘It won’t 
happen to me,’ but if you 
drive impaired, it could 
happen to you,” said 
Thompson. “You have the 

power to keep yourself 
and your family safe.”

Ezzell cited statistics 
compiled by the Gover-
nor’s Highway Safety Pro-
gram, noting that Forsyth 
County alone saw a total 
of 357 crashes between 
Aug. 30 and Sept. 12, 
2020. About 6% of these 
crashes were alcohol or 
drug-related.

“Through their engage-
ment, we were able to 
distribute about 400 rack 
cards to the student body 
about not driving impaired 
and to drive responsibly,” 
Ezzell said. “We hope no 
one will drink and drive. 
Take a cab, call an Uber or 
have a designated driver 
instead. We want everyone 
to enjoy themselves safely 
and responsibly.”

Hailey Gingles, spokes-
woman for Winston-Sa-
lem State University, said 
the college was honored to 
host the event on campus.

“I’m proud that our 
students are involved and 
have taken a firm stance 
against drinking and driv-
ing. The consequences of 

impaired driving extend 
well beyond the indi-
vidual,” Gingles said. “The 
responsibility lies with 
all of us to care for our 
neighbors to ensure they 
don’t make an irreversible 

life decision. At Winston-
Salem State University, 
we are committed to being 
part of the solution to end 
this dangerous disease.”

The Forensic Tests for 
Alcohol Branch Booze It 

or Lose It Vehicle, com-
monly referred to as the 
BAT Mobile, was on hand. 
The vehicle is a common 
resource used by law en-
forcement to test impaired 
drivers. 

N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program Director Mark Ezzell opens a Booze It and Lose it 
event on Thursday in Winston-Salem. Joining him are local police and Winston-Salem State 
University fraternity and sorority members. Contributed photo
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JOE 
WEAVER

Read, Reuse & Recycle
Use the newspaper as a tablecloth 



ACROSS
1. Antlered deer
5. Fearful wonder
8. Load
12. Brave person
13. Trim, as a lawn
14. Sheltered nook
15. Thanksgiving 

dish
16. Mine shipment
17. Back end
18. Desert floor
20. Land surrounded 

by water
21. Exhausting
24. Soda ____
26. Change to fit
27. Gamblers
31. Floral wreath
32. Appear as a 

ghost
34. Contest
35. Most peaceful
37. Occurrence
39. Unruly kid
40. Sips
41. Current 

measures, for 
short

44. Fair: hyph.
45. Golfer’s target
46. That dude
47. Tosses

51. Bloodhound’s 
clue

52. Prior to, in poetry
53. Nobleman
54. Evergreen shrubs
55. Married
56. Waiter’s aid

DOWN
1. Reserved
2. Iced ____
3. Branch
4. Busybody
5. Between
6. Part of a sentence
7. Female sheep
8. Handwriting
9. On one’s ____ 

(alert)
10. Egg-shaped
11. “Wish You ____ 

Here”
19. Song of praise
21. Fine powder
22. Hunch
23. Fence
24. Corral
25. Aquatic 

mammals
27. Except
28. Kitchen hot box
29. Skating arena
30. Tennis-game 

units
33. Certain snake
36. Stingy people
38. Purple flower
40. Having an arched 

ceiling
41. Sailor’s call
42. A la ____

43. Farm implement
44. Regal form of 

address
46. Chop down
48. Rowing device
49. Bikini top
50. Tricky

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

WEEK OF AUGUST 29 TO 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2021

THE luckiest signs this week: 
Leo, Virgo and Libra

ARIES

YOU’LL have a lot of running 
around to do. Whether it’s 
at work or at home, there’ll 
be many details to sort out. 
You might also be let in on a 
surprising secret. New friend-
ships will form spontaneously.

TAURUS

YOU might finally get the 
green light to finance a 
project. You may consider 
star ting your own business 
from home with a fa mily 
member. Inspiration and 
intui tion will point you in the 
right direction.

GEMINI

A lot of things are happening 
at once, but you might still 
feel like things aren’t mo ving 
fast enough. You’ll have some 
great ideas to suggest, which 
will impress your significant 
other.

CANCER

YOUR health might hold you 
back a bit. How ever, this situ-
ation gives you an opportu-
nity to pause and get a better 
perspective on your personal 
and professio nal future. Spi-
rituality will become a big 

part of your life.

LEO

STRESS is ever-present, but 
it’s also a source of energy 
that can help you be more 
efficient. It’s when you find 
yourself up against a wall 
that you can work miracles. 
You’ll experience love at 
first sight, which may leave 
you confused if you’re not 
single.

VIRGO

AT work, you’ll be handed 
new responsibilities that don’t 
match your skillset. Fortuna-
tely, taking on this chal-
lenge will be what gets you 
promoted. It’ll also help you 
get approval for a new and 
exciting project.

LIBRA

YOU’LL be inspired to go back 
to school and get a degree. 
With this new know ledge, 
you’ll be able to build a better 
future. A romantic getaway 
could give your relationship a 
boost of energy.

SCORPIO

YOU’RE in a rut at work and 
could do with a change. It’s 
just a matter of ma king a 
plan and taking steps to redi-
rect your career path. Being 
bold will have a po sitive effect 
on you and your long-term 
goals.

SAGITTARIUS

IT’S always easier to get 
along with people if you 
don’t have a personal 
relationship. One of your 
children will give you a hard 
time about the way you 
discipline. If you’re tactful, 
you can manage to resolve a 
major conflict.

CAPRICORN

THERE are many details to 
consider this week. At work, 
you’ll be in charge of an event 
that brings together a lot of 
people, and communication 
may not be easy. Fortuna tely, 
your patience will pay off.

AQUARIUS

YOUR leadership skills will 
be needed at the office or 
elsewhere. You might have to 
over come your fear or a lack 
of self-confidence. Afterward, 
you’ll be consi dered a hero, 
or at least your accomplish-
ment will be tou ted for a long 
time.

PISCES

ONE of your children could 
slow you down this week, 
and you’ll have to rush to get 
to an appointment on time. 
It might be the right moment 
to sell your home; there’s too 
much empty space now that 
your child ren are living on 
their own.

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!
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State launches ‘TeenVaxFacts’ educational website 
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The N.C. De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services has launched TeenVax-
Facts.com, a website dedicated 
to providing teens with the in-
formation, tools and resources 
they need to educate themselves, 
their friends and their family 
members about the benefits of CO-
VID-19 vaccines.

With access to materials such 
as a COVID-19 vaccine discussion 
guide, vaccine locations and in-
formative videos, this site serves 
as a place for teens to get the facts 
about COVID-19. 

Vaccines are critical to slow-
ing the spread of COVID-19 and 
protecting people from serious 
illness, especially as young people 
head back to school. The more 

contagious delta variant is spread-
ing across North Carolina, and 
COVID-19 rates are increasing in 
young people. 

Unvaccinated and partially vac-
cinated people should get fully 
vaccinated now to reduce the risk 
of COVID-19 and its more severe 
outcomes. Nearly all cases of severe 
disease, hospitalization and death 
continue to occur among those not 
fully vaccinated. 

The COVID-19 vaccines autho-
rized in the United States con-
tinue to be remarkably effective 
in reducing risk of severe dis-
ease, hospitalization and death, 
even against the widely circulat-
ing delta variant, according to 
the DHHS. Getting teens vacci-
nated is the best way to protect 
them, prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19 and protect family mem-

bers.
COVID-19 vaccines have been 

thoroughly tested and found to 
be safe and effective. Youths ages 
12-17 can get the Pfizer vaccine. 
To find providers with the Pfizer 
vaccine, visit MySpot.nc.gov and 
filter for Pfizer. Young people 
18 and older can get the Pfizer, 
Moderna or Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine. 

TeenVaxFacts.com sends a 
clear, fact-based message to teens 
and parents: Don’t wait to vac-
cinate.

For more information about CO-
VID-19 vaccines in North Carolina, 
visit MySpot.nc.gov or call the 
state’s COVID-19 Vaccine Help Cen-
ter at 888-675-4567. North Carolina 
residents can also text their ZIP 
code to 438829 to find vaccine loca-
tions nearby.  

Heroes Run to mark 9/11’s 20th anniversary
For The Enterprise 

HOLLY SPRINGS — 
The Travis Manion Foun-
dation, a veteran service 
organization, will host the 
Raleigh 9/11 Heroes Run 
5K race on Sept. 11 at the  
Jefferson L. Sugg Farm 
Park. 

Organizers say the 
annual race will unite 
community members to 
commemorate the 9/11 
attacks’ 20th anniversary 
and honor the lives lost on 
9/11 and in the wars since, 
along with veterans, mili-
tary service members and 
first responders.

Now in its 14th year, 
the 9/11 Heroes Run 
national race series will 
be held in more than 
50 locations across the 
country and around 
the world. Registration 
is now open for par-
ticipants to run, walk or 
ruck, and the race series 
is expected to draw more 
than 60,000 participants 
worldwide. 

The 9/11 Heroes Run 

5K series was inspired 
by Marine 1st Lt. Travis 
Manion, who was killed 
by an enemy sniper in 
Iraq in April 2007 as he 
pulled his wounded team-
mates to safety. Before his 
final deployment, Manion 
visited New York City 
Fire Department Rescue 
Co. 1 — famous for los-
ing almost all its staff on 
9/11— and organizers say 
he returned home with an 
even deeper devotion to 

defending American free-
dom ahead of his return 
to Iraq. 

At its heart, the 9/11 
Heroes Run is a personal 
commitment to never 
forget the heroes of that 
day.

“The 20th anniversary 
of the September 11th at-
tacks is an opportunity to 
reflect,” TMF President 
Ryan Manion said in a 
news release. “We reflect 
on the civilians and first 

responders we lost that 
day, and all those lost in 
the wars since, includ-
ing my brother. But it’s 
also an opportunity to 
act; to come together and 
remember what connects 
us as Americans, and to 
rediscover our unity and 
strength of character. 
This is what the 9/11 He-
roes Run race series is all 
about.” 

The 5K race is set to 
begin at 8:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 11. For more infor-
mation about the race 
series or to register, visit 
www.911heroesrun.org.

Want to go?
What: Raleigh 9/11 Heroes 

Run 5K race.

When: 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 

Sept. 11.

Where: Jefferson L. Sugg 

Farm Park, 2401 Grigsby 

Ave., Holly Springs.

More details: Visit 

www.911heroesrun.org.

Now in its 14th year, the 9/11 Heroes Run national race 
series will be held in more than 50 locations across the 
country and around the world. Contributed photo 


