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Making memories at 
Wilson County Fair 

I have fond memories 
of going to the Wilson 
County Fair as a child. 
My sister, Susan, and I 
loved riding the Ferris 
wheel, the little boats 
that went around in a cir-
cle and the hobby horses. 

We’d always manage 
to talk Daddy into letting 
us play pick-up-ducks or 
toss wooden rings on a 

peg to win a prize. My all-time favorite 
prize was a soft drink bottle somehow 
stretched under high heat and then filled 
with pink water. It was the 1970s, and 
that was a groovy cool bedroom acces-
sory.

I thought it couldn’t get any better, but 
it did when my husband and I introduced 
our children and later our granddaughter 
to the joys of a county fair.

All three kids looked forward to the 
fair all year. They would make projects 
to enter in the competitions and often 
brought home blue ribbons. They looked 
forward to seeing the big pumpkins in 
the exhibit hall and the chickens in the 
livestock barn.

 They’d wait in line to ride the dragon 
roller coaster, take their turn on the giant 
slide and run through the glass house 
over and over. 

We’d always take time out of the rides 
and playing games to see a midway 
show, whether it was a trained tiger or a 
high-wire act.

And then they’d choose how to use 
their allocated money to play pick-up-
ducks, ring toss or darts. We’d always go 
home with a stuffed animal. 

When it came time to eat, they’d 
choose hot dogs, corn on the cob and 
fresh cut fries for supper and end the 
evening with popcorn, cotton candy and 
candy apples. 

We’d always go home with sticky 
hands, tired children already asking if 
we could go back later in the week and 
enough memories to last another 12 
months.

I know we’re lucky to have a county 
fair, and we certainly plan to go for the 
September event in Wilson. 

Read all about it in this edition in a sto-
ry by Janelle Clevinger and make plans 
to attend.

This year, we will be introducing our 
newest granddaughter to our family tra-
dition. I can’t wait!

 If you’d like to experience a traditional 
county fair, make a trip to Wilson Sept. 
21-26.

Lisa Boykin Batts is associate editor of The 
Wilson Times and editor of Wide Awake. 

Mule Days back 
this year  PAGE 5

Do you like hot sauce? 
Don’t miss festival in Oxford Sept. 11

PAGE 4

This Month
Planning a trip to the N.C. State Fair?  
Get your tickets early
PAGE 7 

Wilson County Fair maintains  
agricultural fair tradition
PAGE 8 

Check out events calendar and  
mark the dates for some fun

PAGE 9

www.WideAwakeNC.com

Wide Awake  |  September 2021  3

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS

TELL US ABOUT YOUR EVENT! Wide Awake, a monthly publication of Restoration NewsMedia, is a guide to arts, entertainment and leisure in the area we serve. It is published  

at the first of each month. Deadline for submitting information to Wide Awake is the 15th of the previous month. By that date, submit information for publication at  

www.WideAwakeNC.com. You can reach us through any of our social media platforms or by email at editor@wideawakenc.com or help@wideawakenc.com.

Publisher
Keven Zepezauer
(252) 265-7812

kzepezauer@restorationnewsmedia.com

Wide Awake Editor
Lisa Boykin Batts
(252) 265-7810

lisa@wilsontimes.com

Chairman/CEO
Morgan Dickerman, III Lisa Hinnant

(252) 265-7827
lpearson@wilsontimes.com

Beth Robbins
(252) 265-7849

brobbins@wilsontimes.com

April Phipps
(919) 424-1781

april@wakeweekly.com

Becky Norris
(919) 424-1782

becky@wakeweekly.com

Account ExecutivesVice President of Sales and Marketing
Shana Hoover

(252) 265-7858
shana@restorationnewsmedia.com

126 Nash St. W, Wilson, NC 27893

www.WideAwakeNC.com

Wide Awake is published monthly by

RESTORATION NEWSMEDIA



Annual event  
is Sept. 11
By Janelle Clevinger

OXFORD — Hot pepper sauces ar-
en’t for everyone, but clearly enough 
people enjoy them to warrant an entire 
festival and bragging rights for winning 
the North Carolina Hot Sauce Contest 
to be held this year on Saturday, Sept. 
11, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Oxford.

Billed as a “smoking hot family-ori-
ented day,” the day features not only 
a hot sauce contest, but also a classic 
car show, local talent on a communi-
ty stage, kids’ activities, food trucks, 
breweries and wineries, retail and 
craft vendors, performances by the 
Love Tribe Band and the Carolina 
Soul Band, and the popular hot pep-
per eating contest.

Although vendors from around the 
country can sell their sauces at the 
festival, only North Carolina grown 
and bottled pepper sauces can enter 
the hot sauce contest.

“Our hot sauce contest is marketed to 
get pepper growers in North Carolina 
to enter,” said Rebekah Olivares, down-
town event coordinator for Historic 
Downtown Oxford. “Entrants must 
raise their peppers in North Carolina 
and bottle them in North Carolina.”

What started as a local store owner 
promoting N.C. hot sauces at her 

store 14 years ago has become a fes-
tival drawing 15,000 visitors in 2019, 
with 41% of those being first time 
N.C. Hot Sauce Festival attendees.

Although the emphasis is on pep-
per-based sauces, the contest also 
includes a barbecue sauce category. 

The hot sauce category is divided 
into three sub-categories: mild sauce, 
hottest hot sauce and verde hot 
sauce. The barbecue sauce sub-cat-
egories are mustard-based, vine-
gar-based and tomato-based. 

There is a sauce for everyone, to 

which Olivares can attest.
“My whole desk is full of sauce 

bottles and has been since July,” she 
said.

For more information about the 
N.C. Hot Sauce Contest 2021, visit 
nchotsaucecontest.com.

WIDE AWAKE GRANVILLE

Oxford festival celebrates hot sauce
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Celebrate Labor Day in Butner with fireworks

Vendors have plenty of hot sauce for sale at the N.C. Hot Sauce Festival. Contributed photo

From The Butner-Creedmoor News

BUTNER —Southern Granville 
County wasn’t treated to a fireworks 
show for the Fourth of July this year. 
It will get one on Labor Day week-
end.

The city of Creedmoor and town 
of Butner are joining together to 
host a fireworks display on Friday, 

Sept. 3, at Lake Holt, Old Highway 
75, Butner. Gates open at 5 p.m., 
and the show starts at 8 p.m. At-
tendees must arrive before 7:45 p.m.

The town of Stem, city of Oxford 
and Granville County are giving sup-
port to the show.

Parking and security will be orga-
nized by officers of Butner Public 
Safety, Creedmoor and Oxford police 

departments, Granville County Sher-
iff’s Office, Creedmoor and Stem fire 
departments and the Junior Volun-
teer Fire Department.

Vehicles won’t be allowed to leave 
until after the show ends. A number 
of events will entertain during the day, 
including a DJ and concession food.

Visitors are encouraged to take 
lawn chairs or blankets, along with a 

flashlight. Alcohol and open flames 
are not allowed, and pets are discour-
aged because of the loud fireworks.

There is no rain date. The show 
will take place in light rain, but will 
be canceled if inclement weather 
prevents the fireworks from being 
launched.

More information will be posted on 
Creedmoor’s and Butner’s websites.



By Janelle Clevinger

BENSON — Since 1949, crowds 
have swarmed the town of Benson to 
celebrate Mule Days, a festival origi-
nated to celebrate farmers and build 
community spirit by centering the 
celebration around the town’s main 
draft animal, the mule.

“The Benson community is beyond 
excited to welcome back our much 
loved tradition, Benson Mule Days,” 
said Loretta Byrd, president/CEO of 
the Benson Area Chamber of Com-
merce. “Plans are underway to make 
this year’s event the best one ever.”

The four-day festival, held this year 
Sept. 23-26, features a packed sched-
ule of rodeos, arts and crafts, mule 
competitions, music, carnival rides, 
camping, dancing and the popular 
Mule Days parade. The parade will 
be held Saturday, Sept. 25, at 10 a.m. 
on Main Street in Benson and lasts 

approximately 2 1/2 hours. 
Byrd said with the cancellation 

of last year’s festival due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the public is 
more than ready to pull into Benson 
for the weekend’s festivities. Orga-
nizers believe the 2021 festival could 
top the previous years’ attendance 
rates of nearly 30,000 people over the 
four-day event.

“According to the interest and excite-
ment shown in the past several months, 
we expect this year’s Benson Mule Days 
to be the largest one in years,” Byrd 
said. “We invite everyone to join us and 
experience the weekend with us.”  

Organizers said that all COVID re-
strictions mandated by the Johnston 
County Health Department will be in 
place and ask that vendors and visi-
tors be extra cautious.

For a complete listing of events, 
visit bensonmuledays.com.
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Benson festival is all about the mules

Mules participate in the festival’s traditional parade. Contributed photo

Catch a rodeo at Mule Days in Benson this year. Contributed photo
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WIDE AWAKE NASH

Hear Russ Varnell and 
his band at Nash Arts
Show starts at 
7 p.m. on Sept. 11
For Wide Awake

NASHVILLE   — Russ Varnell & 
His Too Country Band will perform 
at Nash Arts Center Sept. 11 in 
downtown Nashville.

A Black Creek native and 
graduate of the Nash Commu-
nity College radio broadcasting 
course, Varnell performs in ven-
ues across the country from Ba-

kersfield, California, to Nashville, 
Tennessee.

Russ, a signed songwriter with BMI 
Music, performs classic country mu-
sic’s greatest hits mixed in with his 
own original work.

Doors open at 6:45 p.m., and show-
time is 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $12 advance and $15 
door.

Nash Arts member discounts will 
be applied. 

For additional information, call 
252-459-4734. 

Nash Arts Center is located at 100 
E. Washington St. in Nashville.

Russ 
Varnell  & 
His Too 
Country 
Band will 
perform 
at Nash 
Arts 
Center in 
Nashville 
Sept. 11. 
Contributed 

photo
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WIDE AWAKE WAKE/FRANKLIN

NC State Fair tickets and deals on sale 
For Wide Awake

RALEIGH — Save money and 
skip the ticketing line at this year’s 
N.C. State Fair by purchasing your 
tickets in advance. FastTrack gate 
admission, attraction tickets and 
several carnival options are on sale 
until Oct. 14 at reduced prices.

“Buying in advance can save you 
up to 45% off prices once you arrive 
at the fair,” said Kent Yelverton, 
state fair manager. “It is the most 
economical way to visit — especially 
if you’re bringing the whole family.”

Online advance sale only ticket 
packages are a convenient way to 
save money and buy tickets, espe-
cially if you already have a certain 
fair experience in mind. “We offer 
packages tailored for every type 
of fairgoer,” Yelverton said. “If you 
love the carnival or plan to bring the 

whole family, there are packages for 
that. Want to try out one of our attrac-
tions like the State Fair SkyGazer, 
State Fair Flyer or N.C. Public House? 
We’ve got packages for those, too.”

DIZZY PASS 

This pass includes one FastTrack 
gate admission ticket and one unlim-
ited ride wristband for $38. (Unlim-
ited ride wristbands do not include 
State Fair Flyer or SkyGazer.)

KEGS, CORKS & POP PASS 

There are three different options 
available in this package. 

• Option 1: $17.
Includes one FastTrack gate ad-

mission ticket and one N.C. Public 
House admission ticket with your 

choice of two 8-ounce N.C. craft beer 
samples or two 3-ounce N.C. wine 
samples. 

• Option 2: $12. 
Includes one FastTrack gate ad-

mission ticket and one N.C. Public 
House admission ticket with your 
choice of one craft soda. 

• Option 3: $5. 
Additional craft soda tickets can be 

purchased for $5 each. 

STATE FAIR FLYER PACKAGE

Includes two FastTrack gate admis-
sion tickets and two round-trip State 
Fair Flyer tickets for $30.

STATE FAIR SKYGAZER PACKAGE

Includes one FastTrack gate admis-
sion ticket and one State Fair Sky-

Gazer ticket for $14. 
The N.C. State Fair will run Oct. 

14-24 at the state fairgrounds in 
Raleigh. For more information, visit 
www.ncstatefair.org or connect on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @
ncstatefair.

The N.C. State Fair will 

run Oct. 14-24 at the state 

fairgrounds in Raleigh. 

For more information, 

visit www.ncstatefair.org 

or connect on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram  

@ncstatefair.



By Janelle Clevinger

WILSON — County fairs have cer-
tainly changed since the first Ameri-
can fair was held in Pittsfield, Massa-
chusetts, in 1807 and featured only a 
small sheep shearing demonstration, 
but they all have their roots in one 
thing … agriculture.

“We’re not just carnivals, although 
some come for that, and we try to do 
a lot of things to show off field crops 
and horticultural crops, display a va-
riety of hobbies and provide a place 
for local talent to perform,” said Al-
len Faircloth, the current president of 
the N.C. Association of Agricultural 
Fairs.

Faircloth has been in the county 
fair business for 40 years and serves 
as president of the Robeson County 
Fair. He says many young people 
have forgotten the roots of our coun-
try.

“The kids get to visit the livestock 
and agricultural life of a farmer at a 
county fair, and it brings back what 
this country is built upon — agri-
culture and our dream,” Faircloth 
said. “We want our youth to see ‘the 
dream.’”

The Wilson County Fair began in 
1933, and a lot has certainly changed 
in the town that was once known as 
“The World’s Greatest Tobacco Mar-
ket.” 

Debbie Hill, Wilson County Fair 
manager, agrees with Faircloth that 
many young people have lost touch 
with the importance agriculture plays 
in our everyday lives.

“Ask a child today where an egg 
comes from and they will tell you 
Walmart,” Hill said. “The agricultural 
side of the fair is definitely diminish-
ing. Going away is the growing of 
your own produce and saving (can-
ning) it. And how many people make 
their own clothes these days?”

Still, the main purpose of the fair is 
to promote agriculture. The Wilson 
fair’s exhibit rules state that the fair 
is “to encourage the exhibition of 
agricultural products and livestock 
while promoting agri-business in the 
region.”

This year’s Wilson County Fair will 

run from Tuesday, Sept. 21, through 
Sunday, Sept. 26.  

It is one of only 28 county fairs re-
maining statewide. For comparison, 
1990 boasted 49 fairs across North 
Carolina.

There are eight main categories 
of judged exhibits, with hundreds 
of sub-categories within them. The 
fair itself gives away $15,000 in 
award money (called premiums) in 
all sub-categories and Best of Show 
in each of the main categories. The 
main exhibit categories are Agricul-
tural Field Crops; Horticulture Plants 
and Flowers; Food Preservation; 
Prepared Food; Photography and An-
tiques; Apparel, Textiles and Jewelry; 
Home Furnishings; Arts and Crafts. 
Youth and 4-H members can submit 
entries to their own division, which 
includes all the main and sub-catego-
ries as the adult contests.

Find a complete listing of all exhib-
its, rules and deadlines on the fair’s 
website at wilsoncountyfair.org. 

A favorite event at the fair each 
year is the auctioning off of all en-
tries in the baked goods division. 
This year’s auction will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
fairgrounds C shelter. All proceeds 
from the sales of breads, muffins, 
cookies, candies, cakes and pies go 
to the Wilson Crisis Center. 

DISNEY WORLD FOR A LOT OF FOLKS

Fair organizers across the state 
know that not everyone visits a fair to 
see livestock or see the largest water-
melon in the county. Many come for 
the carnival aspect of it.

“I can’t tell you how many times 
I’ve heard, ‘This is the closest 
my family will ever get to Disney 
World,’” Faircloth said. “A lot of our 
counties are poor, and we can bring 
in these rides and attractions for fam-
ilies.”

Hill is excited to have Big Rock 
Amusements providing the rides 
once again for children and adults at 
this year’s Wilson County Fair.

“I can guarantee it’s the best amuse-
ment company out there,” Hill said. 
“We have been using them since 

2014.”
Carnival rides require the purchase 

of separate tickets in addition to the 
general gate admission, but the gate 
admission includes performances 
by Lew-E’s Comedy Circus, Circus 
Incredible, which features seventh 
and eighth generations of the famous 
Great Flying Wallendas — and entry 
into all exhibit halls. 

On Wednesday evening, a general 
admission ticket will also include en-
trance to a tractor pull. Smaller than 

a nine-class pull, this competition 
will have four classes.

Returning to the fair this year is 
family favorite It’s A Zoo Life, the 
exotic animal petting zoo. The fami-
ly-owned zoo will bring several of its 
animals every day for public viewing 
and is included in the general admis-
sion cost.

A complete schedule of daily fair 
events, ticket options, and attrac-
tions can be found at wilsoncounty-
fair.org.
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Lots of family fun at the county fair

2021 Wilson County Fair
Sept. 21-26

Wilson County Fairgrounds

2331 U.S. 301 S, Wilson

Gates open at 4 p.m., Tuesday-Friday; 

noon Saturday; and 1 p.m. Sunday

Advance gate ($5) and wristband ($25) 

tickets on sale until Sept. 20 online and at 

Piggly Wiggly (Bailey, Elm City and Kenly), 

Chick-fil-A (Wilson), Sylvia’s Restaurant 

(Wilson), fair office, Agri Hardware & 

Supply (Stantonsburg). Tickets can also 

be purchased at WAWtix.com.

Admission at gate is $7 general admission 

(kids 5 and under are admitted free). Daily 

ride wristband is $25.

Daily entertainment includes Big Rock 

Amusements carnival rides and games, 

Lew-E’s Comedy Circus, Circus Incredible 

and Carolina Helicopter Tours.

For detailed fair information, visit 

wilsoncountyfair.org.

WIDE AWAKE WILSON

Rides will line the midway at the Wilson County Fair, returning Sept. 21-26 at the 
fairgrounds on U.S. 301. Janelle Clevinger | File photo
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WIDE AWAKE EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

Library Card Sign-up Month 
Bingo Game
Wilson County Public Library

September is Library Card Sign-up 
Month. Stop into any of the Wilson 
County Public Library locations 
in September to obtain or renew 
a library card and pick up a bingo 
game. Return the completed game by 
Friday, Oct. 1, at 6 p.m. to be entered 
into a gift card drawing.

STARTING WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 1

Elm City Library  
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Elm City Branch Library, 114 N. 
Railroad St., Elm City

Kits for ages 3-12 are available on 
a first-come, first-served basis while 
supplies last. September’s theme is 
Peg People, inspired by the wooden 
sculptures of artist Bob Trotman.

WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 1, 
8, 15, 22 AND 29

Virtual Storytime
10 a.m.

Explore a new theme every week. 
Tune in on the Wilson County Public 
Library’s Facebook page, YouTube 
channel or via Zoom.

THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30

Virtual Pajama Storytime
5 p.m.

Branch librarians will provide 
stories, song and other surprises. 
Tune in on the Wilson County Public 
Library’s Facebook page, YouTube 
channel or via Zoom.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

National Juried Show 

Exhibition Reception
5:30 p.m.

Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

A national juried show exhibition 
hosted by Wilson Arts in the Truist 
Event Gallery will feature work from 
across the country. The show was 
juried by artist and curator Charlotte 
Fitz Daniels, who went through near-
ly 350 entries to choose a cohesive 
selection of work for the exhibit. 
She will be discussing her selection 
process at the opening reception. 
The show runs all month. The Wilson 
Arts Center galleries are open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through 
Saturday.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

Teen Book of the Week
11-11:30 a.m.
Virtual

At the biweekly book review show, 
listen to book reviews and recom-
mendations for readers of young 
adult literature featuring Wilson 
County Public Library’s teen librar-
ian Kate Brittain. Register to obtain 
a Zoom link. For more information 
or to register, contact Kate Brittain 
at 252-237-5355, ext. 5073 or kbrit-
tain@wilson-co.com.

FRIDAYS, SEPTEMBER 3, 10, 
17, 24

Virtual Bilingual Storytime
5-5:30 p.m.

Listen to favorite stories in English 
and Spanish. Tune in on the Wilson 
County Public Library’s Facebook 
page, YouTube channel or via Zoom.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

Gene Watson Concert
7:30 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 
108 Nash St., Wilson

Wilson Arts and the Boykin Series 

present country legend Gene Wat-
son in concert. On his most recent 
album release, “Real.Country.Music,” 
the 72- year-old Watson once again 
proves he’s the master of classic 
country music. Tickets are $42 for 
adults, $37 for seniors and students. 
Call 252-291-4329 for more informa-
tion or wilsonarts.com for tickets.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

Barton College vs. 
Newberry
2 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field 
at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard 
St. NE., Wilson

Cheer on the Barton Bulldogs in 
their first fall season of football. Led 
by coach Chip Hester, the Bulldogs 
promise this fall to be a season like 
none other. Tickets are $15 and can 
be purchased at WAWtix.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

All White on the GREEN
3 p.m.
River Ridge Golf Club, 3224 
Auburn Knightdale Road, 
Raleigh

The event at the outdoor pavilion  
includes live R&B and soul and jazz 
with four bands, including The Neon 
Dream, The Mack Band, Greg Amos 
and New Crank Band “Go-Go.” Food 
truck will be onsite. All white attire 
requested. Tickets are $35 available 
at mccormickcreations.com.

WEEKS OF SEPTEMBER 7 AND 
SEPTEMBER 20

Stantonsburg Library 
Craft-to-Go Kits
During library hours, Monday-
Friday, 2:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
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Crocker Library, 114 S. Main St., 
Stantonsburg

Kits for ages 5-12 are available on 
a first-come, first-served basis while 
supplies last. 

TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 7, 14, 
21, 28

Virtual STEAM Programs
7 p.m.
Wilson

Join the Wilson County Public 
Library for science, technology, 
engineering, art and math-themed 
programs. Tune in on the library’s 
Facebook page, YouTube channel or 
via Zoom.

THURSDAYS AND MONDAYS, 
SEPTEMBER 9, 13, 27, 30

Lucama Library  
Craft-to-Go Kits
Noon to 5 p.m.
Lucama Public Library, 103 E. 
Spring St., Lucama

Kits are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis while supplies last. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Teens Talk Books
4 to 5:30 p.m.
Wilson

Teens are invited to a Zoom book 
talk with the Wilson County Public 
Library’s young adult librarian Kate 
Brittain featuring “Simon vs. the 
Homo Sapiens Agenda” by Becky Al-
bertalli. To register for a Zoom link, 
contact Brittain at 252-237-5355 ext. 
5073 or kbrittain@wilson-co.com.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Opening Reception
5 p.m.
Barton Art Galleries on the 
college campus, Wilson

The “Edwina Bringle, with Jan and 
Richard Ritter” exhibition will pro-
vide a look at three of North Caroli-
na’s most recognized and celebrated 
artists. Edwina Bringle and the Rit-

ters live and work in Penland, where 
each has had a long relationship with 
the Penland School of Crafts. The ex-
hibition will run through Sept. 30. An 
artist lecture will follow the reception 
at 6 p.m., featuring Edwina Bringle 
and the Ritters.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Friday Night on White
6 to 9 p.m.
Wake Forest Downtown, South 
White Street, Wake Forest

Friday Night on White returns to 
Wake Forest on Friday, Sept. 10, with 
Crush. This outdoor concert takes 
place along South White Street. 
Take a chair and enjoy an evening in 
downtown Wake Forest. Food and re-
freshments will be available for pur-
chase at downtown restaurants, and 
a variety of food and dessert trucks 
and alcohol vendors will also be on 
site. Please leave your coolers and 
alcoholic beverages at home.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Magic To Do: A Stephen 
Schwartz Revue
7:30 to 9 p.m.
Kennedy Family Theatre, Barton 
College campus, Wilson

This concert benefits the Jonathon 
Scott Bennett Scholarship Endow-
ment. A professional performing 
troupe will sing the music of Stephen 
Schwartz, delivering favorites from 
“Wicked,” “Pippin” and “Godspell.” 
Tickets will be available at the door; 
however, reservations are encour-
aged by calling 919-825-7502, where 
your message will be returned. Ad-
vance tickets are also available at the 
Wilson Arts Center. Student cost is 
$10, general admission is $20, and 
the special cabaret-style seating (in-
cludes hors d’oeuvres and libations) 
is available for $100 (which includes 
seating for two).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Selma Saturdays
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
114 N. Raiford St., Selma

Selma Saturdays Market features 
local artisans and businesses. Listen 

to local entertainment and enjoy 
a stroll on Selma’s Raiford Street. 
Take an antique or collectible to the 
Selma Saturdays Market on Sept. 11 
for the “Guestimation Station” where 
the item will be given a “guestimate” 
on its current market value. Vernon 
“The Bottle Man” Creech along with 
Donna Reid, owner of Reid’s Country 
Sampler, and William Strickland, 
owner of Strickland Art Gallery, are 
the resident experts to help deter-
mine if you have a treasure worth 
keeping or trashing. (The “guesti-
mate” is in no way an appraisal and 
is for general value estimates only.) 
The Guestimation Station is located 
at Reid’s Country Sampler, 109 N. 
Raiford St. In case of rain, the event 
will relocate inside to the Jernigan 
Building located at 110 E. Anderson 
St. For complete information and to 
be a vendor or entertainer, contact 
Selma Parks and Recreation at 919-
975-1411

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Whirligig JeepFest
9 a.m.
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park,  
Wilson

Remember and honor the fallen 
of Sept. 11. All proceeds will go to 
benefit the K9’s for Warriors pro-
gram. My Wet Willy, RucRak Inc. and 
Down South Offroad & Outdoor will 
be hosting the Whirligig JeepFest at 
Beats & Eats. There are several com-
petition categories. Line up can begin 
as early as 11 a.m. but must be no lat-
er than 1 p.m. Judging is at 3 p.m. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Four Oaks Acorn Festival
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
North Main Street, Four Oaks

The family-friendly event includes 
rides, a classic car and antique 
tractors show, business expo, food 
trucks, handcrafted market, kids’ 
zone and more, including a Sept. 11 
remembrance at 10 a.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Art Spin
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Historic Downtown Wilson
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Wilson Arts and Wilson Downtown 
Development are partnering for this 
event, featuring more than 17 arts ex-
periences. The event is free and open 
to the public. Select activities may 
have a nominal fee. A full list of plac-
es and activities will be posted soon 
at ExploreWilson.com. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Introduction to 
Bookbinding 
1 to 4 p.m.

Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

In this workshop, artist Liz Steiner 
will teach a variety of bookbinding 
techniques including sewn bindings, 
folded structures and using adhe-
sives. Participants will construct 
hardcover and/or softcover books 
for journaling and sketching, as well 
as artist books. No experience nec-
essary. Cost is $65 for members and 
$75 for non-members. For ages 14 
and older. Minors must be accom-
panied by a participating adult. Call 
Wilson Arts at 252-291-4329 or visit 
wilsonarts.com to register.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Downtown Beats & Eats
4 to 8 p.m.
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park 
and Museum, 301 Goldsboro St. 
S., Wilson

The free concert series kicks off the 
season with the bands TripleWide 
and Mac & Juice Quartet. Food and 
beverages available for purchase. ID 
and wristband needed with alcoholic 
beverage purchase. Beverage tickets 
are $5, and there will be no charge 
for wristbands (thanks to presenting 
sponsor Wilson Energy). Take a chair 
and/or blanket. No outside food or 
beverages please.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Introduction to Low-Light 
Digital Photography
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

 Learn to shoot amazing nighttime 
photos from local artist and arts ed-
ucator George Freeney Jr., including 
camera settings and light tricks. This 
group photo walk throughout down-
town Wilson will meet up at Casita 
Brewing before heading out to the 
first stop at Whirligig Park and other 
locations in the vicinity, where partic-
ipants will make photographs. At the 
follow-up class on Sept. 25, students 
will meet at the Wilson Arts Center 
and learn how to edit photos to max-
imum effect. Participants will need a 
DSLR camera. Cost is $65 for mem-
bers and $75 for non-members. For 
ages 14 and older. Minors must be 
accompanied by a participating adult. 
Call Wilson Arts at 252-291-4329 or 
visit wilsonarts.com to register.

MONDAYS, SEPTEMBER 13 
AND 27

Black Creek Library  
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Black Creek Branch Library, 103 
Central Ave., Black Creek

Kits for ages 6-10 are available on 
a first-come, first-served basis while 
supplies last. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Virtual Alternative 
Career and Job-Hunting 
Techniques
2 p.m.

Duna Long, special projects out-
reach coordinator at the Turning 
Point Workforce Development Board, 
and Matt Kleven, Wilson County Pub-
lic Library’s adult services librarian, 
will demonstrate alternative websites 
and networking strategies to help 
people find their ideal position. Con-
tact Matt Kleven at 252-237-5355 ext. 
5074 or mkleven@wilson-co.com to 
register for a Zoom link.

TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 14 TO 
OCTOBER 19

Creative Kids, Beginning 
Sewing and Textile 
Exploration
4 to 5:30 p.m.

Arts pARTners:

Tickets: $45 Adults, $40 Seniors  & Students

PAM TILLIS



Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

The six-week creative class ex-
plores the basics of sewing and is 
part of the Wilson Arts Creative Kids 
Visual Arts Academy. Young design-
ers-in-training will experience the 
fashion design process by creating 
a one-of-a-kind garment that is cus-
tom fit. They will start by developing 
a mood board and explore textile 
design by creating yardage with 
water-based resist and Setasilks. Stu-
dents will also learn pattern making, 
garment technology, visual styling 
and will get to know a sewing ma-
chine as a creative tool. Students will 
showcase their designs at a fashion 
show at the end of the session. Cost 
is $75. Call Wilson Arts at 252-291-
4329 or visit wilsonarts.com to reg-
ister.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Creative Kids, Comic Art 
with Louis Small Jr.
4 to 5:30 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

The six-week class on comic art  
is taught by Louis Small Jr. and is 
part of the Creative Kids Visual Arts 
Academy. Small will guide both bud-
ding and experienced youth comic 
artists in the process of creating their 
own comic book, from character and 
storyline development to the nuances 
of the comic drawing process. This 
class is appropriate for both begin-
ning and more advanced students, as 
Small works with each child individ-
ually. Cost is $75. Call Wilson Arts at 
252-291-4329 or visit wilsonarts.com 
to register.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Virtual Poetry Slam
4 to 5:30 p.m.

Share your gift of gab in the Wil-
son County Public Library’s Virtual 
Poetry Slam. Make sure to register 
to get a Zoom link and get on the 
program.For more information or to 
register, contact Kate Brittain at 252-
237-5355, ext. 5073 or kbrittain@
wilson-co.com.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Art & Ale with  
Demetrius Smith
6 to 8 p.m.
Casita Brewing Co., 217 S. St. S., 
Wilson

Artist and arts educator Demetrius 
Smith will walk participants through 
the process of creating a whimsical 
fall painting while they relax and 
enjoy the ambiance of Casita’s beer 
garden. All materials are included, 
and absolutely no experience is re-
quired — just grab some friends and 
enjoy a fun and creative evening on 
“Wilson’s front porch.”  Tickets are 
$40. Call Wilson Arts at 252-291-4329 
or visit wilsonarts.com to register.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Intro to Eco Printing, the 
Basics for a Bath Brew
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

This introduction to eco printing 
on paper and fabric with Renee J. 
Moore will be a hands-on explora-
tion of basic techniques with a “cook 
in the kitchen” process of creating 
eco prints using flowers and foliage. 
In session one, students will create 
the bundle and bath; in session two, 
students will reveal and evaluate the 
prints. Be sure to take a sketchbook/
notebook to both sessions (and a bag 
lunch to the first class, if you wish).
Cost is $65. For ages 14 and older. 
Minors must be accompanied by a 
participating adult. Call Wilson Arts 
at 252-291-4329 or visit wilsonarts.
com to register.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Walk/5K Run for Life
8 to 10 a.m.
Rocky Mount Sports Complex, 
600 Independence Drive,  
Rocky Mount

The prayer walk and 5K Run for 
Life is a benefit for the work of Your 
Choice Pregnancy Resource Center. 
Visit www.friendsofycrc.org for more 
information.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Signing Storytime
5 to 5:30 p.m.
Wilson

This storytime will be presented in 
American Sign Language and spo-
ken English. Tune in on the Wilson 
County Public Library’s Facebook 
page, YouTube channel or via Zoom.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 TO 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3

Wilson Botanical Gardens 
StoryWalk
Gardens are open from  
dawn to dusk
Wilson Botanical Gardens, 1806 
Goldsboro St. S., Wilson

Sponsored by Medlin Buick GMC 
Mazda, the StoryWalk is “Leaf Man” 
by Lois Ehlert and is located in the 
Children’s Secret Garden. Come 
along on a journey with a man made 
of leaves. The book celebrates the 
natural world and the rich imagina-
tive life of children.

TUESDAY TO SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 21 TO 26

Wilson County Fair
4 p.m.
Wilson County Fairgrounds, 
2331 Highway 301 S.,  
Wilson

The Wilson County Fair has enter-
tainment that will dazzle and thrill, 
as well as midway rides and delicious 
food from a variety of vendors. Visit 
the fair and celebrate the talents of 
the growers and crafters in Wilson 
County. Gates open weekdays at 4 
p.m., Saturday at noon and Sunday 
at 1 p.m.  See the full event schedule 
at WilsonCountyFair.org Tickets can 
be purchased at WAWtix.com.

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 23 TO 25

‘An Extra Penny’
7:30 p.m., Thursday to Saturday, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday

Barton College’s Kennedy 
Theatre, Wilson

Filled with laughter and heartfelt 
emotion, the musical drama crosses 
three generations during World War 
I and World War II, sharing stories 
of adversity, perseverance and the 
bonds of love, reminding the audi-
ence that passion breeds success in 
the darkest of times. Tickets are $12 
adult, $6 child, senior and military 
and should be purchased in advance 
at www.barton.edu/theatre. Masks 
and social distancing are required at 
the performances.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Wine Tasting
5 to 7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine, 3711-B 
Peppermill Drive, Wilson

Host is Liz Hull with Kellogg Se-
lections. Tickets are $10. For tickets, 
visit grapenutswine.com.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Ninth annual Music  
for Hope Concert
7 to 8:30 p.m.
First Christian Church, 207 
Tarboro St. NE., Wilson

The annual fundraiser for Hope 
Station features musicians including 
Elizabeth Winstead, Lauren Hong, 
Amy Shortt, Andrew Childers, Caleb 
James Skinner, Corey Whaley, Mat-
thew Joyner, B.J. Lawrence, voice; 
the West Nash Methodist Choir; 
members of Wilson area churches; 

Want to see your event in 

next month’s issue of Wide 

Awake? 
Submit your information by the 

15th of each month at our website, 

WideAwakeNC.com. Look for the long 

black submit bar near the top of the 

homepage. 

The listings are free.

For more information, email editor@

WideAwakeNC.com or call Lisa Batts at 

252-265-7810.
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Chris Pharo, organist; David Scott, 
tenor saxophone; Dexter Ruffin, pi-
ano. A reception will follow the con-
cert  at the church. A free will offer-
ing will be received to support Hope 
Station’s new and ongoing programs 
to alleviate homelessness and hunger 
in Wilson.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Live Life In Color Run
8 a.m. to noon
RC3, 2860 Ward Blvd., Wilson

This  is the fourth annual event in-
cluding a 10K, 5K and 1-mile fun run. 
The run is presented by RC3 Wilson 
in support of recovery. Find more 
information at www.wilcoprevention.
org and register at www.runtheeast.
com. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Wilson Botanical Gardens 
Fall Festival
1 to 4 p.m.
Wilson Botanical Gardens, 1806 
Goldsboro St. S., Wilson

Enjoy an afternoon full of fun with 
the Wilson Ukulele Band at 1:30 
p.m.(child songs and singalong), 
Jingles Magic Show at 2 p.m. and  
Jingles balloon art at 3. There will be 
artists, children’s games, activities 
and crafts as well as local community 
organizations and more. Admission 
is $5 per car (not per person). Watch 
for updates on the Wilson Botanical 
Garden Facebook page or website. 
Rain date is Sunday, Sept. 26.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Downtown Beats & Eats
4 to 8 p.m.
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park 
and Museum, 301 Goldsboro St. 
S., Wilson

Downtown Beats & Eats continues 
with Matty Begs and Ashley LaRue 
Band. Food and beverages available 
for purchase. ID and wristband need-
ed with alcoholic beverage purchase. 
Beverage tickets are $5, and there 
will be no charge for wristbands 
(thanks to presenting sponsor Wilson 

Energy). Take a chair and/or blanket. 
No outside food or beverages please.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Banned Books Week  
Virtual Scavenger Hunt
Virtual

In honor of Banned Books Week, 
Sept. 26 to Oct. 2, teens are invited 
to participate in a virtual scavenger 
hunt through the Wilson County 
Public Library. This hunt provides an 
opportunity to learn the facts about 
books that have been banned and/or 
censored and celebrates the freedom 
to read. Scavenger hunt sheets will 
be available at the main library adult 
services desk during business hours. 
For more information, contact Kate 
Brittain at 252-237-5355, ext. 5073 or 
kbrittain@wilson-co.com.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

National Voter  
Registration Day
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wilson County Public Library, 
249 Nash St. N., Wilson

Drop into the assembly room to 
hear speakers discuss the importance 
of voting, to register to vote and find 
your polling place and to enjoy free 
popcorn and lemonade.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 29

Pee-Can vs. Pah-Cahn:  
A Sweet and Savory Nut 
with a Controversial Name
Virtual
7 to 8 p.m.

Join Wilson County Public Libary’s 
assistant director, Amanda Gardner, 
and library assistant Naija Speight 
to learn more about the origins and 
pronunciation differences of the 
versatile pecan. A cooking demon-
stration featuring a savory main dish 
and a delectable dessert will follow. 
This program will air on Facebook 
and YouTube. For more information, 
contact Amanda Gardner at 252-
237-5355, ext. 5072 or agardner@
wilson-co.com.

Upcoming Events
Barton College Football vs. Newberry
Saturday, September 4, 2 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard Street NE, Wilson
You don’t want to miss this! Be there when the Barton Bulldogs take on Newberry 
in the first game of the fall season.  Tickets $15, available at WAWtix.com.

Wilson County Fair
Tuesday, September 21 through Sunday, September 26
Wilson County Fairgrounds, 2331 Highway 301 South, Wilson
The Wilson County Fair has entertainment that will dazzle and thrill, as well as 
midway rides and delicious food from a variety of vendors. Join us as we celebrate 
the talents of the growers and crafters in Wilson County.  Tickets $5-$25, available at 
WAWtix.com.

Mike Farris and The Fortunate Few
Friday, October 1, 7 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 108 Nash Street NE, Wilson
Coming off an incredible Grammy win for 2015’s ‘Shine for all the People’, Nashville 
rocker Mike Farris keeps it earthy and personal on ‘Silver & Stone.’  Tickets $45, 
available at WAWtix.com.

Barton College Football vs. Carson-Newman
Saturday, October 2, 2 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard Street NE, Wilson
The Barton Bulldogs take on Carson-Newman in their second home game of the 
season.  Tickets $15, available at WAWtix.com.

Barton College Football vs. Wingate
Saturday, October 16, 6 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard Street NE, Wilson
The Barton Bulldogs take on Wingate in their only home night game of the season.  
Tickets $15, available at WAWtix.com.

Barton College Football vs. Bluefield State
Saturday, October 30, 2 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard Street NE, Wilson
The Barton Bulldogs celebrate Homecoming as they take on Bluefield State.  Tickets 
$15, available at WAWtix.com.

Barton College Football vs. Lenoir Rhyne
Saturday, November 6, 4 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard Street NE, Wilson
The Barton Bulldogs take on Lenoir Rhyne in their final home game of the season.  
Tickets $15, available at WAWtix.com.

Attention Event Organizers!
WAWtix.com is an easy-to-use event ticketing system

AND a marketing powerhouse.

WAWtix.com is your local event ticketing solution.  WAWtix.com is operated by 
Restoration NewsMedia, which allows our ticketing partners to affordably reach our 
dedicated audiences through established marketing channels in The Wilson Times, 
The Wake Weekly, Johnstonian News, The Butner-Creedmoor News and The 
Enterprise, as well as online and through social media. 

For more information about WAWtix.com, 
please contact Shana Hoover at wawtix@wilsontimes.com
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National Night Out
Wilson police officer Holly Heath, left, and firefighter Rayna Bailey prepare 

for the adult hula hoop competition during National Night Out at the  

Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park.

Want to see more? Visit www.WideAwakeNC.com/spotted

Shoppes at Brentwood    243-5707
Spotted! is 

Sponsored by
Spotted Photos by Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake
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Edwina Lucas, executive director of the new Middle School After-School  

program at the Wilson Family YMCA, speaks to visitors at the YMCA  

vendor table.

Joyah Bullock, left, and Kendra Moore, both city of Wilson human relations 

commissioners, work at the human relations tent at National Night Out.

Miles Barbour, left, and sister Kennedy celebrate after winning  

the National Night Out water balloon tossing contest.
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