
Duck Thru coming 
to Spring Hope
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A Duck 
Thru convenience store will join 
Bojangles at the U.S. 64 exit to 
Spring Hope.

“People can pull in for gas 
and grab a biscuit,” said Buddy 
Laws, director of brand imple-
mentation for Raleigh-based 
Capital Sign Solutions.

Laws attended the Spring 
Hope Board of Commissioners’ 
Sept. 6 meeting, where he suc-
cessfully petitioned for a special 
use permit for a taller sign to 

move forward with at least a 
75-foot pole and 400-square-foot 
sign that Duck Thru and Bo-
jangles will share. 

Duck Thru is a full-service 
convenience store equipped 
with a deli or grill and gas sta-
tion selling Shell gasoline. Duck 
Thru has more than 50 locations 
throughout southern Virginia 
and northeastern North Caro-
lina.

The nearest Duck Thru to 
Spring Hope is located in Pi-
netops.

“They really want to be here,” 
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Nash County commissioners to work on redistricting
By Ken Ripley
kripley@springhopeenterprise.com

NASHVILLE — Nash County com-
missioners have gotten their first look at 
redistricting and expect to begin work on 
new maps in a Sept. 20 work session.

Craig Schauer and Amanda Hawkins 
with the Brooks Pierce law firm briefed 
the county board on redistricting proce-
dures and law during its Sept. 7 meeting. 
They also asked commissioners to iden-
tify any “priorities and concerns” for the 
firm to consider in drawing new maps.

“We have had zero discussions on this 
thus far,” said board Chairman Robbie 
Davis.

Hawkins said the firm’s demographer 
received the 2020 census data on Aug. 
16 and is now working on draft maps for 
the board to review on Sept. 20.

“He’ll create a draft map from which 

we can start and work for there,” she 
said. “We can absolutely change things 
and make whatever changes you all 
need, but we have to be done by Nov. 
17,” the date by when the board must 
adopt new districts.

Nash County is divided into seven 
political districts. The district boundar-
ies are reviewed and revised after each 
census, conducted every 10 years. The 
population within each district must 
have “substantial equity,” Hawkins said. 
The districts can remain the same only 
if their populations vary by less than 5%, 
according to state courts, or 10% accord-
ing to federal courts.

“If you satisfy the 5% rule, you’re going 
to satisfy the 10% rule,” Hawkins told 
commissioners. “The demographer will 
do all these calculations and let us know 
if there is substantial inequality.”

She said North Carolina had adopted 

the “one person, one vote” principle for 
its redistricting decisions and “you want 
to have districts as substantially equal as 
possible.”

Hawkins said North Carolina no longer 
needs to have new districts preapproved 
under the Voting Rights Act, but said 
the board cannot consider race when 
drawing new lines except to comply with 
federal law.

Under the law, she said, new districts 
cannot dilute minorities’ voting power.

Two of the county’s districts are con-
sidered minority districts based on their 
demographics, and Schauer said he ex-
pected there would probably still be two 
minority districts after redistricting.

“Is there any reason we would change 
one of these districts?” Davis asked.

“The primary reason for moving any 

Rail service 
could return to 
Spring Hope
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — The state 
is working to reestablish pas-
senger and freight rail service to 
Spring Hope.

The news came at the tail 
end of a two-hour Sept. 7 town 
board meeting.

Mayor Buddy Gwaltney made 
the announcement after say-
ing he’d been talking with N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
officials.

As part of the project, the 
NCDOT also plans to rehabili-
tate the dilapidated pedestrian 
bridge over the tracks that 
connect East Branch and East 
Railroad streets at Bridge Street 
and gift it to the town. The re-
pairs would include fixing the 
bridge’s wooden planks and 
sandblasting and repainting the 
metal trusses.

Gwaltney said state trans-
portation officials asked him 
whether the town would be 
interested in having a trolley 
car for special events like the 
Spring Hope National Pumpkin 
Festival or a spooky ride for Hal-
loween.

The NCDOT has to rehab the 
tracks.

“I don’t think it will happen in 
the next few months,” Gwaltney 

A Duck Thru convenience store planned in Spring Hope could resemble this Duck Thru on N.C. 561 in Ahoskie. 
Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise 

Middlesex marks Firemen’s Day

Landon Batten, a firefighter at the Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department, ladles potatoes onto barbecue plates during the 56th annual 

Middlesex Firemen’s Day on Saturday. The annual plate sale is a major fundraiser for the volunteer department. Participants found 

this year’s observance especially significant because it was held on the 20th anniversary of 9/11, when many firefighters lost their lives 

saving people from the collapsed World Trade Center in New York City. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

See REDISTRICTING, Page 2A

See RAIL, Page 2A

See DUCK THRU, Page 2A

“Redistricting is going 

to be partisan across the 

country, with lawsuits 

and angry people hating 

each other. We just need 

to do the right thing in 

the beginning. I certainly 

hope that here in Nash 

County we can avoid all 

of that by doing the right 

thing in the beginning.”

FRED BELFIELD, Nash County 

commissioner
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lines would be population 
growth,” Schauer replied. 
“We’re going to be advis-
ing the commissioners to 
follow federal law.”

“Redistricting is going 
to be partisan across the 
country, with lawsuits and 
angry people hating each 
other,” commented Com-
missioner Fred Belfield. 
“We just need to do the 
right thing in the begin-
ning. I certainly hope that 
here in Nash County we 
can avoid all of that by do-
ing the right thing in the 
beginning.”

“Well said,” Davis re-
sponded. “I wouldn’t ex-
pect anything less of this 
board than what you just 
described.”

“Our goal is to draw a 
map that is not going to 
invite litigation for the 
county of Nash,” Schauer 
said.

The board can draw 
lines to avoid having 
incumbent members in 
the same district. Davis 
asked whether the county 
could consider potential 
candidates’ residency, 
and Schauer responded, 
“The typical rule is in-
cumbents can be con-
sidered, but I’m not sure 
that commissioners can 
consider candidates who 
might run.”

“I’d be totally against 
that,” asserted commis-
sioner Marvin Arrington. 
“Incumbency, yes, but 
not hopes that somebody 
might run.”

Nash commissioners 
have not engaged in politi-
cal gerrymandering in the 
past and didn’t indicate an 
interest in doing so this 
time. The Supreme Court 
has said political ger-
rymandering is constitu-
tional, but North Carolina 
courts have twice struck 
down maps for political 
gerrymandering under the 
state constitution.

“We recommend against 
political gerrymandering,” 
Schauer said.

Other factors the county 
can consider are the dis-
tricts’ compactness and 
contiguity as well as re-
taining existing districts.

“I really think the popu-
lation equality is what’s 
important to me more 
than anything else,” said 

Commissioner Gwen 
Wilkins. “I don’t want 
people of color left out or 
misrepresented.”

Davis asked if the Sept. 
20 session would be open 
to the public. He also 
asked whether commis-
sioners wanted the chance 
to speak privately with 
the lawyers. Only Belfield 
said he wanted a private 
conversation, but he and 
all the other commission-
ers said that everything 
would be shared with the 
full board.

“I don’t see a need,” 
Wilkins said. “What I have 
to say I can say in front of 
everybody.”

As far as the work ses-
sion and general process 
being open to the public, 
County Manager Zee 

Lamb said, “I’m not sure, 
but I think that’s a good 
policy.”

“Our overarching guid-
ance in when we work 
with boards is there is 
value in transparency,” 
Schauer told commission-
ers. “We believe that a 
transparent process that 
is more open is less likely 
to invite suspicion and 
potential litigation down 
the road, so all the boards 
we have been working 
with, we have been doing 
it through open meetings 
and in public.”

Davis indicated he 
agreed with the open 
policy. He also said he 
reviewed the districts 
with the data he received 
and believed there would 
be fewer changes than 

people expect.
“It’s not changed as 

much as I would have 
thought,” he said. “You’re 
going to have some work, 
but it’s not what I ex-
pected.”

Though Republicans 
hold a 4-3 majority on the 
board, Davis and com-
missioners have generally 
emphasized bipartisan-
ship over political differ-
ences. 

“I want everybody on 
this board to feel we did it 
as fair as we can do it,” he 
said. “If this board agrees 
we did it fair, there’s a 
good chance the public 
will believe it is fair.”

“We want to make it 
as fair as we can and not 
leave any room for chal-
lenges,” he added.

Redistricting: ‘Our goal is to draw a map that is not going to invite litigation’
continued from page 1A

said.
Long abandoned, the 

stretch of railroad con-
necting Spring Hope 

through Momeyer to a 
hub in Rocky Mount was 
purchased by the NCDOT 
from a railroad company 
in 2006.

The mayor’s announce-

ment came with a setback 
to officials’ plans. He said 
the town won’t be able 
to build a train-like play-
ground on the tracks at 
Depot Park.

The Spring Hope Public Library occupies the old train station in downtown Spring Hope’s 
Depot Park  The N.C. Department of Transportation is working to restore passenger and 
freight rail service. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise file photo 

continued from page 1A

Rail: Pedestrian bridge part of plan

Laws said of Duck Thru’s 
owners. 

Duck Thru is a subsid-
iary of Jernigan Oil Co., a 
family-owned petroleum 
products distributor based 
in Ahoskie.

Laws estimated the store 

will open in about a year. 
The business is currently 
securing building permits 
and performing site work 
for its underground fuel 
tanks.

Once placed, the two-
panel sign will be visible 
from a mile down the 
highway, internally lighted 

and in compliance with 
all of the county’s setback 
rules, according to infor-
mation Laws submitted to 
the town board.

The business’ parking 
lot will be geared to-
ward truck drivers, with 
30 spaces available for 
18-wheel tractor-trailers. 

Duck Thru: To open in about a year
continued from page 1A

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Church plans 
homecoming, 
fall revival

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Barnes Hill Free Will 
Baptist Church, 5592 
West Mount Drive, will 
celebrate homecoming on 
Sunday, Sept. 19, with a 
“Redeemed” service at 10 
a.m. and the Rev. Jim Mar-
cum speaking at 11 a.m.

A fall revival with the 
Rev. Jerry Stephenson 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, 
Thursday, Sept. 23 and 
Friday, Sept. 24.

Spring Hope 
candidate 
forum slated

SPRING HOPE — The 
Enterprise is set to host a 
forum for the town’s nine 
candidates in this year’s 
municipal election. The 
question-and-answer ses-
sion is scheduled for 6 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7, at 
the Spring Hope Commu-
nity Building, 104 Com-

munity St.
Each candidate for the 

mayor’s chair and Board 
of Commissioners seats 
have tentatively agreed 
to attend. Candidates can 
designate a surrogate to 
speak on their behalf if a 
schedule conflict prevents 
their participation.

Newcomer Kyle 
Pritchard and Prudence 
Wilkins, a sitting town 
commissioner, face each 
other for mayor.

Seven candidates are 
running for three open 
seats on the town board. 
Incumbents Brent Cone, 
Drew Griffin and Ricky 
Tucker will compete with 
newcomers Dap Dunston, 
Jason Himmelright, Tony 
Jefferys and Eric Gainey 
to serve as commissioners 
in the Nov. 2 election.

Meal program 
seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Senior Services is 
seeking volunteers for the 
agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring 
Hope, Bailey and the West 

Mount area.
The program delivers a 

hot, nutritious lunchtime 
meal for seniors on 10 
routes within Nash County. 
Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and underlying 
medical conditions, several 
volunteers have been un-
able to participate. Orga-
nizers are seeking adults 
without chronic health con-
ditions and COVID-19 risk 
factors who are available 
from 9:30-11 a.m. at least 
one weekday each week to 
deliver meals. Depending 
on the route, meal deliver-
ies take roughly half an 
hour to an hour.

Prospective volunteers 
or people with questions 
can call Senior Services 
Coordinator Wendy Perry 
at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
listings are published as a 
public service of The En-
terprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday 
for each Wednesday’s 
edition. Email listings to 
cfriedman@wilsontimes.
com with “Community Cal-
endar” in the subject line.

Police probe Cook Out shooting
Police request 
public’s help
From staff reports 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
City police are investigat-
ing a Labor Day shooting 
that injured a woman at 
the Cook Out restaurant.

Officers responded to 
a 3 a.m. Sept. 6 shooting 
call  at the Cook Out on 
North Wesleyan Bou-
levard, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-

tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-
ment.

The victim, a 24-year-
old woman, was taken to 
UNC Nash Health Care, 
where she was treated 
and released for a non-
life-threatening gunshot 
wound.

“Shell casings were 
located in the parking lot 
of Cook Out and near Jef-
freys Road and Sutters 
Creek Boulevard, which is 
consistent with suspects 
shooting from a moving 
vehicle,” Jackson said. 

During the preliminary 
investigation, evidence 
determined this shooting 
was not random. Jackson 
said the perpetrators and 
victim may have known 
each other.

“This case is still being 
investigated,” Jackson 
said. “We are requesting 
the public’s assistance.” 

Anyone with informa-
tion can call the Rocky 
Mount Police Depart-
ment at 252-972-1411 
or Twin Counties Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-
1111.
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

The Lord said, “Keep these words that I am commanding you 

today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk 

about them when you are at home and when you are away, 

when you lie down and when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)

PRAYER: Thank you, loving God, for parents and grandparents who 

create a positive, everlasting influence on their children by centering 

their lives on your word. Amen.

Votes’ outcomes 
will affect our 
everyday lives

Now that summer is slowly turning into fall, 
darkening earlier each day, people are starting to 
pay more attention to politics, particularly munici-
pal elections coming up this fall and the redistrict-
ing that follows the federal census.

I was attuned to this as I watched both the 
county and Spring Hope board meetings last 
week, when the county initiated the redistricting 
process and Spring Hope mayoral candidate Kyle 
Pritchard asked town commissioners for permis-
sion to hold a campaign rally. Pritchard has also 

managed to draw local headlines recently, unfortunately unfavor-
able, for some campaign practices and comments.

With Mayor Buddy Gwaltney stepping down after serving a 
combined 20-year sentence (oops, I meant term), Pritchard and 
current Commissioner Prudence Wilkins are competing for his 
job. Their campaigns are well underway and, by the comments 
I’ve read, already drawing attention. 

Races for the town board should be particularly active with sev-
en candidates for three seats, a sign not only of public interest but 
also public discontent. Incumbents Brent Cone, Ricky Tucker and 
Drew Griffin are being challenged by Dap Dunston, Eric Gainey, 
Jason Himmelright and Tony Jefferys.

Frequently, local elections usually end up as popularity con-
tests, with the most well-known or liked (or least disliked, in 
many cases) getting the jobs. And usually the campaigning is gen-
erally below the radar, almost invisible, because it’s hard enough 
even to get candidates to run for time-consuming, thankless jobs 
many residents would gnaw their legs out of traps to avoid.

And that’s too bad, for two simple reasons. One is that local 
elections are actually far more important and relevant to our lives 
than the state and national races that suck up all the news cover-
age. What happens in Washington or Raleigh may affect us, but 
local leaders are the ones who, day-to-day, run the towns in which 
we live and determine the quality of our lives.

Secondly, local campaigns should demand our attention be-
cause choosing the right leaders is supremely important. The fel-
low residents we elect will be responsible for managing, protect-
ing and improving where we personally live, work and play. So 
popularity alone is not a good enough basis for picking commis-
sioners. We all know friends and family members we hold dear, 
but who don’t belong in office.

The importance of the local elections to our own lives means we 
voters need to make careful choices for mayor and commission-
ers. We need to know the quality of their character and the direc-
tion of their potential policies before we cast our ballots. If we 
screw up, we’ll have to endure four years of regret.

The next six or seven weeks will give the candidates, and any 
media outlets that cover them, ample time to reveal the details we 
need to know. It’s their job now to convince us, but also our job to 
push all of them to help us answer some fundamental questions:

• Do they know and really understand our town? 
• Do their personal lives and public behavior display honesty 

and integrity? 
• What have they done as residents, over more than just a few 

recent months, to be involved and contribute to Spring Hope’s 
betterment? How have they previously shown public service?

• Do they have good judgment and at least some common 
sense? 

• What vision do they have for the town and its future, and what 
changes do they propose to make Spring Hope better?

These are the questions I want to see answered before the No-
vember election, and other voters need to be asking them too, at 
every opportunity, and weighing the answers carefully. 

The Enterprise will be hosting a forum for all nine candidates at 
6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7, at the Spring Hope Community Building. 
That place should be packed, and I hope it will be livestreamed 
and recorded. I’m counting on more campaign reporting as well.

The other sign of politics this fall was the county commission-
ers’ redistricting discussion last week. The seven commissioner 
districts must be reviewed to make sure their populations are 
relatively equal, minorities’ voting rights are protected and com-
munities of interest are preserved.

The state and national elections have become polluted by par-
tisanship and debased by division and rancor. One of the power-
grabbing tools is gerrymandering, the carving up of political 
districts by the party in power to gain partisan or illegal racial ad-
vantage. Republicans in Raleigh have twice attempted to doctor 
the political maps over the last decade, so gerrymandering — and 
the divisive partisanship — is a real threat statewide.

But it was a pleasure to observe the Republican-led Nash Coun-
ty board discuss with its hired legal firm how to proceed redraw-
ing its districts. As they have done in the past, the commissioners 
displayed bipartisanship in directing the demographers to reject 
political and racial gerrymandering when they submit possible 
maps for consideration on Sept. 20, abiding within the law. And 
they agreed to full transparency in their meetings and hearing, 
to assure county residents the newly drawn maps are fair. That’s 
leadership.

The sewage of partisan politics, with its lies, conspiracies and 
lunacies, makes lively news but is killing democracy. Good local 
elections and solid county politicians, who put public trust before 
private advantage, make less news, but they are key to preserving 
our political freedom and social harmony.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. 

Questioning authorities’ decisions? 
Have you ever 

said, “If people 
would just listen 
to me, the world 
— or country 
or schools or 
church or what-
ever — would be 
in better shape”? 

I’ve said things 
like that, partly 

in jest and partly being seri-
ous. It’s easy to watch from 
the sidelines, wanting to say 
what should have been done. 
But the problem is we don’t of-
ten know all the facts. Some-
times desired actions can’t be 
made, so the authority figure 
makes the best decision that 
can be made under the cir-
cumstances. Or the authority 
figure is pressured to make a 
hard, quick decision. Unseen 
and even unpredictable cir-

cumstances can occur.
A simple example is that of 

a baseball umpire. Sure, these 
folks can make mistakes, but 
how many of us could follow a 
baseball going 90 mph, espe-
cially if it slides, dips or makes 
other tricky movements?

Politicians are particularly 
the victims of criticism and 
armchair second-guessing. 
Let’s take Trump as an exam-
ple. Early reports on COVID-19 
claimed the United States 
wouldn’t have to worry about it 
— and at least one other presi-
dent tried to keep knowledge 
of a virus from the American 
people. The media was sup-
pressed. Finally, Spain was 
willing to write about it, and it 
became known as the Spanish 
flu, even though some evidence 
indicates it started in the U.S.

And Biden had no way of 

predicting how many people 
would refuse the vaccines or 
the arrival of COVID strains 
such as the delta variant.

This background leads me 
to ask: Have you ever ques-
tioned God’s decisions? 

It’s hard to understand, for 
example, when people pray 
for the life of a young man 
injured in an accident and for 
a little seriously ill baby — and 
the young man lives, but the 
baby dies. Why?

When Job questioned why 
he was being afflicted with all 
sorts of problems, God asked 
him questions such as “Where 
were you when I laid the foun-
dations of the earth?” (Job 38).

What we need to do is trust 
God and His decisions. Right?

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 

What’s more democratic than an election? 
Do the ends 

justify the 
means? 

This familiar 
question pro-
duces strong 
feelings pre-
cisely because 
its answer is 
necessarily 
complicated. 

Just about all of us admit to 
a scenario, such as the pro-
verbial ticking time-bomb, in 
which we would countenance 
unsavory means if required to 
save lives. 

In general, however, most 
religious and ethical traditions 
teach that we are not permit-
ted to use injurious or unethi-
cal means to accomplish even 
noble ends.

Constitutional republics, 
in particular, are based on 
precisely the opposite formu-
lation: the means justify the 
ends. Whatever our personal 
interest in a given governmen-
tal outcome may be, citizens 
of a republic are required to 
accept unwelcome ends as 
long as the means by which 
they were achieved are proper. 
A guilty person may go free if 
a police officer or prosecutor 
acts illegally or unethically. 
The other side may win a leg-
islative argument. The other 
party may win an election.

In recent years, Democrats 
have complained loudly that 
Republicans have breached 
the social contract regarding 
means and ends. Although I 
am politically conservative, 
I have agreed with some of 
those Democratic complaints, 
regarding such matters as 
legislative encroachment on 
executive power and the ir-
responsible rhetoric that pre-
ceded Jan. 6.

My hate mail switches from 
Republican to Democratic, 
however, when I point out that 
our political history extends 
far past 2010. That many of 
the same Democrats who criti-

cize Republican gerrymander-
ing, for example, were once 
enthusiastic practitioners of 
Democratic gerrymandering, 
including Gov. Roy Cooper. 
That before there were Re-
publican Birthers questioning 
Barack Obama’s citizen-
ship, there were Democratic 
Truthers who thought the 9/11 
attacks were an inside job.

Of course, two wrongs don’t 
make a right. “He started it!” 
is no more an excuse for po-
litical heavy-handedness than 
it is an excuse for one of your 
children to attack the other 
in a backseat rumble while 
you’re trying to keep your 
eyes on the road.

At the moment, it happens 
to be the Democrats throwing 
the punches. In Washington, 
Joe Biden has exceeded any 
reasonable definition of presi-
dential power by ordering 
vaccine mandates on private 
businesses. In Raleigh, a local 
judge is threatening to fine 
Republican legislators unless 
they enact an education pro-
gram concocted by progres-
sive policy wonks and Demo-
cratic politicians.

Here’s another example, 
involving two amendments 
North Carolinians added to 
their state constitution in 
2018. One requires that a 
voter show a photo ID before 
casting a ballot. The other sets 
North Carolina’s maximum 
tax rate on personal income 
at 7%. 

Both were popular ballot 
measures, gaining 55% and 
57% of the vote, respectively, 
in the 2018 election. But pro-
gressives dislike them. So they 
filed a lawsuit claiming that 
the referenda were illegally 
held because the legislature 
that placed the measures on 
the ballot was illegally con-
stituted by gerrymandered 
districts.

I’ve advocated redistricting 
reform for decades. For most 
of that time, the gerrymander-

ers were Democrats. I never 
thought to argue that the state 
budgets they enacted, the laws 
they passed or the constitu-
tional amendments they placed 
on the ballot were illegal acts of 
an illegal legislature.

That’s because the argu-
ment is ridiculous and danger-
ous, especially when applied 
to constitutional amendments. 
What more democratic pro-
cess is there than allowing 
voters to decide an issue by 
referendum?

It gets still worse. Now that 
the matter is before the North 
Carolina Supreme Court, 
the plaintiffs are attempt-
ing to force two Republican 
members from the case. They 
argue that Justice Phil Berger 
Jr. can’t participate because 
his father is president pro tem 
of the Senate, and that Justice 
Tamara Barringer can’t par-
ticipate because she served in 
the Senate when the amend-
ments were submitted to the 
voters in 2018.

Berger and Barringer were 
themselves elected by voters 
in 2020 to preside over con-
stitutional questions on the 
court. Are Democratic activ-
ists, cheered on by Democrat-
ic leaders, truly willing to un-
dermine popular sovereignty 
in this way? 

Yes, it seems. Can they not 
foresee how Republicans will 
respond?

“He started it” is no way to 
end it.

John Hood is a Carolina Jour-
nal columnist and author 
of the new novel “Mountain 
Folk,” a historical fantasy set 
during the American revolu-
tion.
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UNIDENTIFIED

Homeless man’s body remains unidentified
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

CHARLOTTE — Known 
only by the nickname 
T-Bone, a homeless man 
who lived and died in 
abandoned houses in the 
state’s largest city remains 
unidentified a decade 
later.

T-Bone, a mild-man-
nered man with a speech 
impediment, never both-
ered anyone and was 
always polite, according 
to people who remember 
him as related in reports 
of his death.

T-Bone died in an aban-
doned house on Idaho 
Drive in Charlotte. His 

body was found Feb. 15, 
2009. Medical examiners 
believe he died within a 
year of his body’s discov-
ery.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
police circulated a sketch 
of T-Bone because his 
remains were too decom-
posed and putrefied to 
be recognizable. So far, 
no one has been able to 
identify him beyond his 
nickname.

Washed ashore, un-
earthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in 

abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads and located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 
100 bodies remain uniden-
tified in North Carolina. 
This is one of their stories.

T-Bone is estimated to be 
a 45-to-60-year-old Black 
man who stood 5 feet, 6 
inches tall and weighed 
150 pounds. He had black 
and graying hair with a 
thick mustache. His eye 
color is unknown.

T-Bone’s dental infor-
mation, fingerprints and 
DNA profile are avail-
able for comparison and 
matching.

His clothing included a 
camouflage color green 
and brown jacket, dark T-

shirt, dark jeans and white 
Converse tennis shoes, 
according to information 
released by the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police De-
partment.

Found in his pockets 
were multiple and varied 
store receipts, used lot-
tery tickets and several 
bank cards belonging to 
other people, according to 
information from the Doe 
Network, a volunteer-run 
international clearing-
house for unidentified and 
missing persons.

T-Bone is listed in the 
National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System 
under the number 11311.

NamUs lists the investi-
gating agency in T-Bone’s 

case as the N.C. Office 
of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer. His autopsy case 
number is ME09-640.

Anyone with informa-
tion about T-Bone can call 
the Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Police Department’s 
Missing Persons Division 
at 704-336-2811 or Crime 
Stoppers at 704-334-1600.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series examin-
ing the more than 120 cas-
es of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina. News Edi-
tor Lindell J. Kay produces 
each installment for The 
Enterprise of Spring Hope 
and other Restoration 
NewsMedia newspapers.
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Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
police circulated this sketch 
of T-Bone, a homeless man 
found dead in an abandoned 
house in 2019. Contributed 

photo

Police: Man in wheelchair killed in crash
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police say a vehicle struck 
and killed a man in a 
wheelchair last week. 

Officers responded to a 

call around 9 p.m. Thursday 
at the intersection of West 
Raleigh Boulevard and Wil-
liford Street, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public information 
officer for the Rocky Mount 
Police Department.

Officer found a 59-year-
old man dead at the scene. 

Jackson said a motor vehi-
cle fatally struck the man, 
who had been in a wheel-
chair before the crash.

The police department’s 
Crash Reconstruction Unit 
is investigating the wreck.

“The name of the pedes-
trian is being withheld to 

ensure the next of kin has 
been notified,” Jackson 
said in a news release.

Police didn’t request in-
formation from the public 
and didn’t indicate that the 
crash was a hit-and-run 
or that authorities needed 
help to identify the driver. 

NC Wesleyan student’s 
cause of death released
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 

| 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — 
An underlying medical 
condition caused a N.C. 
Wesleyan College stu-
dent’s death in a dorm 
room earlier this month.

The 19-year-old man 
died of natural causes, 
according to the N.C. 
Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice.

“There was no foul 
play or illegal substances 
involved with (the stu-
dent’s) death,” said Cpl. 
Ricky Jackson, public 
information officer for 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department.

The student was found 
unresponsive around 
8:48 a.m. Sept. 2 in a dor-
mitory in the residence 
hall, police said.

Classes were canceled 
Sept. 2 and 3.

Web camera visitation now 
available for Nash County jail
For The Enterprise

NASHVILLE — The Nash 
County Detention Center 
is live with inmate face-to-
face video visitation.

The iWebVisit website 
allows for face-to-face 
video visitation from home 
or anywhere with reli-
able internet access. The 
iWebVisit website is www.
iwebvisit.com.

“Our hopes are that this 

process helps facilitate a 
secure and reliable source 
of communication with at-
torneys and clients as well 
as for family members,” 
said Capt. Robert Bowen, 
the jail’s administrator.

A remote video visit is 
often less expensive than 
a voice-only telephone 
call or traveling to a cor-
rectional facility. Plus, 
people can visit remotely 
on their own schedules. 

Family members can visit 
the website to set up an 
account.

Attorneys will have the 
ability to schedule both 
confidential video visita-
tions and in-person visits 
through the website. In 
order to gain access, at-
torneys must arrange the 
visit prior to midnight the 
day before the visit. Con-
fidential accounts are not 
monitored by the iWebVis-

it website or by the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

For use of this system, 
attorneys must set up a 
confidential account via 
the iWebVisit website by 
clicking on the visitor tab, 
then clicking “confidential 
visitor information.” From 
that point, attorneys may 
create an account. Once 
the account is established, 
administrative staff at the 
jail will verify the account.

This photo 
illustration 
provided by the 
Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office 
shows how 
iWebVisit allows 
families and 
attorneys to make 
web camera calls 
to inmates in 
the Nash County 
Detention Center. 
Contributed photo

Nash schools fare well in annual test results
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Public Schools 
had higher marks than 
most other districts in 
the N.C. State Board of 
Education’s annual test 
results. 

“We are proud that our 
families showed persever-
ance last year as evident in 
our high participation and 
graduation rates and feel 
strongly that our focus on 
high expectations for all 
this school year, combined 
with this perseverance, 
will result in growth for 
the 2021-22 academic 
year,” Superintendent 
Steve Ellis said in a news 
release. “The availability 
of student performance 
data will assist our team 
in targeting resources 

and supporting teaching 
and learning across our 
schools.” 

Test results look a bit 
different this year because 
of a federal waiver grant-
ed due to the pandemic’s 
impact on teaching and 
learning in the 2020-21 
school year.

One of the major chang-
es is the release of partici-
pation data and the lack 
of School Performance 
Grade calculations. In its 
background brief in the 
2021 North Carolina An-
nual Testing Results, the 
state made it clear that this 
year’s data release is for 
planning purposes only 
and not for comparisons.

“Given the various cir-
cumstances of the 2020-21 
school year, comparisons 
to the 2018-19 school 

year, though provided as 
a reference point, are not 
recommended,” a news 
release states. 

Nash County Public 
Schools saw state test par-
ticipation rates higher than 
the North Carolina aver-
age in many areas. Dis-
trict WorkKeys and ACT 
participation were higher 
than the state overall.

WorkKeys participation 
was at or above 89% in all 
NCPS high schools com-
pared to the state partici-
pation rate of 67%.

ACT participation was at 
or above 91% in all NCPS 
high schools compared to 
the state participation rate 
at 86%. 

Grades 3-8 reading and 
math end-of-grade partici-
pation was above the state 
average, higher than 93% 

in all NCPS elementary 
and middle schools. Nash 
County Public Schools’ 
four-year cohort gradua-
tion rate was 89.1% higher 
than the state average of 
86.9%. 

The 2020-21 end-of-
grade and end-of-course 
grade level proficiency 
rates were as follows. 
Nash County Public 
Schools grades 3-8 read-
ing proficiency was 30.5%, 
grades 3-8 math profi-
ciency was 18.7% and fifth 
and eighth grade science 
proficiency was 44.5%.

In addition, high school 
proficiency included Eng-
lish II at 42.9%, biology at 
23% and Math III at 23.2%.

The Nash County Board 
of Education released the 
results at its Sept. 2 meet-
ing.
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Man sentenced in Nash, Wilson drug ring
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818

A Wilson man was 
sentenced to 18 years in 
prison last week for his 
role as leader of an armed 
cocaine trafficking orga-
nization that operated in 
Nash and Wilson counties.

U.S. District Judge 
James C. Dever III sen-
tenced Jerry Andre Melton 

on Sept. 7, 
according to a 
news release 
from Norman 
Acker, acting 
U.S. attorney 
for the East-
ern District of 
North Caro-
lina.

Melton pleaded guilty 
on Feb. 25 to conspiracy to 
distribute and possession 
with intent to distribute 
280 grams or more of 
cocaine base (crack) and 

500 grams 
or more of 
cocaine and 
possession 
with intent 
to distribute 
28 grams or 
more of co-
caine base and 

a quantity of cocaine.
Melton was indicted on 

May 13, 2020. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Scott A. 
Lemmon prosecuted the 
case.

The Wilson Police De-
partment learned in June 
2018 that Melton was the 
head of the drug traffick-
ing organization distrib-
uting cocaine and crack 
cocaine in Wilson County, 
according to the release.

Other members includ-
ed Demetrius Tyree Allen, 
Laquan Javon Allen and 
Vanderbilt Johnson, all 
of whom have been sen-
tenced to lengthy prison 
terms. Melton was the last 

member of 
the organiza-
tion to be sen-
tenced.

Law en-
forcement 
officers seized 
drugs and 
guns from 

members of the group.
Wilson police responded 

to a nightclub after pros-
ecutors say Laquan Allen 
fired gunshots inside on 
Oct. 29, 2017.

“Allen was arrested in 
the parking lot, and agents 
seized crack cocaine, 
cocaine, heroin, fentanyl 
and a stolen .40-caliber 
handgun from Allen,” the 
release reads. “On Sept. 
6, 2018, Laquan Allen was 
arrested at a convenience 
store in Wilson, North 
Carolina, on an outstand-
ing arrest warrant. He 
was found in possession 
of crack cocaine, cocaine 
and a stolen .380-caliber 

handgun.”
Authori-

ties stopped 
Melton’s car 
in Wilson on 
Jan. 23, 2019, 
prosecutors 
said, seizing 
crack cocaine, 

marijuana and cash.
“A search warrant was 

executed at Melton’s and 
Demetrius Allen’s residence 
in Wilson, where agents 
seized crack cocaine and 
cocaine,” according to the 
release. “On June 26, 2019, 
agents executed a search 
warrant at Laquan Allen’s 
apartment on Chase Road 
in Wilson and seized crack 
cocaine, digital scales and a 
.45-caliber handgun.”

Prosecutors say the 
Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office made controlled 
purchases of crack co-
caine and two guns from 
Vanderbilt Johnson from 
February to March 2020.

In total, the Melton drug 
trafficking organization 
distributed more than 3 
kilograms — about 6.6 
pounds — of crack co-
caine and more than 3 
kilograms of cocaine, ac-
cording to the release.

OTHER CASES

• Laquan Javon Allen, 29, 
of Wilson, was convicted 
of conspiracy to distribute 
and possess with intent to 
distribute 28 grams or more 
of cocaine base (crack) and 
cocaine; possession with 
intent to distribute 28 grams 
or more of cocaine base 
(crack); and possession of 
a firearm in furtherance of 
a drug trafficking crime. 
Allen was sentenced to 10 
years of imprisonment.

• Demetrius Tyree Allen, 
23, of Wilson, was convicted 
of conspiracy to distribute 
and possess with intent to 
distribute 28 grams or more 

of cocaine base (crack) and 
cocaine. He was sentenced 
to five years and 10 months 
of imprisonment.

• Vanderbilt Johnson, 
47, was convicted of con-
spiracy to distribute and 
possess with intent to dis-
tribute 28 grams or more 
of cocaine base (crack) 
and cocaine; distribution 
of a quantity of cocaine 
base (crack); possession 
of a firearm in furtherance 
of a drug trafficking crime. 
Johnson was sentenced to 
10 years of imprisonment.

The case is part of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office’s 
Take Back North Carolina 
Initiative, a program that 
involves the regional as-
signment of federal pros-
ecutors to work with law 
enforcement and prosecu-
tors on a sustained basis 
in communities to reduce 
violent crime rates, drug 
trafficking and crimes 
against law enforcement.

D. Allen L. Allen Johnson

Melton

Nash County deputy dog sniffs out drugs
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Maya, a K-9 with the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
has sniffed out another al-
leged drug runner.

Maya has become a so-
cial media star of late as 
well as a valuable member 
of the narcotics division, 
helping Sheriff Keith 
Stone identify and arrest 
two accused armed drug 
dealers at the Golden East 
Crossing Mall in July.

More recently, Maya 
was present Aug. 26 when 
deputies stopped a Honda 
Accord for a registration 
violation. The dog sniffed 
out drugs in the vehicle, 
said Chief Deputy Bran-

don Medina 
of the Nash 
County Sher-
iff’s Office.

“During this 
traffic stop, 
K-9 Maya was 
deployed and 
gave a positive 

indication for the odor of 
narcotics inside the ve-
hicle,” Medina said.

Christopher Brandon 
Lewis now faces charges 
of trafficking heroin by 
possession and trafficking 
heroin by transportation. 

During the roadside en-
counter, deputies noticed a 
plastic bag near the front of 
Lewis’ waistband. The bag 
contained about 250 doses 
of heroin, Medina said.

Deputies took Lewis into 
custody without incident.

Lewis also had an or-
der for arrest issued in 
Edgecombe County on a 
charge of shoplifting or 
concealment of goods or 
merchandise. 

The driver of the vehicle 
was released without 
charges.

Deputies processed Lewis 
and placed him in the Nash 
County Detention Center 
with a $26,000 secured 
bond. Lewis posted bond 
after his first Nash County 
District Court appearance 
on Aug. 27. His next court 
date is set for Sept. 20.

Maya is one of several 
sheriff’s office K-9s. A K-9 
unit is assigned to each of 
the patrol division’s four 
platoons, ensuring a K-9 is 
working the streets of Nash 
County on a 24-hour basis, 

according to information 
from the sheriff’s office.

Most of the dogs serve 
dual purposes and are 
trained in narcotics de-
tection and patrol. The 
dogs are trained to track 
and apprehend suspects; 
search buildings and 
woods for suspects; search 
for evidence; protect their 
handler; and track and 
locate lost children and 
missing elderly people. 

The dogs and their han-
dlers are available for pre-
sentations and demonstra-
tions at local civic, church, 
school and kids events, giv-
ing Nash County residents 
a firsthand look at the dogs 
and a chance to ask ques-
tions of the handlers to get 
a better understanding of 
how K-9 units are used.

Maya is one of several Nash County Sheriff’s Office K-9s 
trained in narcotics detection and patrol. Contributed photo 

Lewis

Rocky Mount man sentenced in federal gun theft case
From staff reports

A Rocky Mount man 
was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison after admitting 
he stole ammunition and 
firearms from an Elm 
City home in 2018.

Cecil Terrance Reams, 
48, entered his guilty 
plea on June 8 in the 
Eastern District of North 
Carolina. U.S. District 
Judge James C. Dever 
III sentenced Reams on 
Thursday, according to a 
release from the U.S. At-
torney’s Office in Raleigh.

Prosecutors say Reams, 

42-year-old 
co-defendant 
Brandon 
Shane Reams 
and another 
man broke 
into an Elm 
City home 
in the early 

morning hours of Aug. 
29, 2018. 

“The Wilson County 
Sheriff’s Office respond-
ed to the scene and de-
termined the group stole 
three rifles, an undeter-
mined amount of am-
munition and a television 
from the property,” the 

release states. “Following 
the break-in, Cecil and 
Brandon Reams sold one 
of the stolen rifles to a 
convicted felon in Rocky 
Mount.”

“Officers from the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment recovered the 
stolen rifle after execut-
ing a search warrant at 
the buyer’s residence 
pursuant to a separate 
investigation,” the release 
continues. “At the time of 
the break-in, Cecil and 
Brandon Reams were 
both convicted felons 
serving active state pro-

bation sentences and 
were required to wear 
ankle monitors as a con-
dition of their probation. 
Officers reviewed both 
subjects’ ankle moni-
tor movements, which 
showed both men at the 
Elm City property at the 
time of the break-in.”

Cecil Reams was ar-

rested Aug. 29, 2018, on 
state charges and moved 
into federal custody on 
Sept. 24, 2019.

Brandon Reams was 
sentenced to five years in 
prison on Aug. 4.

Acting U.S. Attorney 
for the Eastern District of 
North Carolina G. Nor-
man Acker III announced 

Cecil Reams’ sentencing.
The Wilson County 

Sheriff’s Office, Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
and the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives investi-
gated the case. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Aakash 
Singh handled Reams’ 
prosecution. 

Reams

Nash County Public 
Schools hosting webinars
For The Enterprise

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Public Schools will 
host monthly webinars 
each month throughout 
the academic year.

These webinars, which 
started during the 2020-21 
school year, are monthly 
community information 
sessions and are a formal 
way to tell the district’s 
story. The purpose of the 
Connect, Inform, Engage 
webinars is to share dis-
trict information with 
all Nash County Public 
Schools families. 

Connect, Inform, En-
gage webinars are open to 
all stakeholder groups, but 
are specially designed for 
parents and guardians to 
provide them with impor-
tant information to sup-
port their students growth 
and development. 

Connect, Inform, En-
gage webinars begin 
with a brief presentation 

of a special topic and 
end with a stakeholder 
panel participating in an 
interactive question and 
answer session with CIE 
participants. The district 
uses Zoom webinars for 
these events, which allow 
parents and guardians 
to join via a computer, 
tablet, cellphone or home 
phone. Participants can 
use the Q&A chat feature 
in the Zoom webinar to 
ask questions during the 
live event. Families also 
have the option of calling 
in and listening to the ses-
sions. 

All Connect, Inform, 
Engage sessions are 
recorded for posting on 
the district website and 
social media platforms af-
ter the events. This year, 
there will be a special 
section on the new par-
ent website the district 
launched last month. 
Parents can access the 
website at https://par-

ents.ncpschools.net/ or 
by visiting the district 
homepage and clicking 
on the coral circle titled 
“#NCPSstrong Parents.”

The first Connect, In-
form, Engage webinar of 
the 2021-22 school year 
was held Sept. 7 with the 
topic of social and emo-
tional services available 
for NCPS students. 

Planning is underway 
for the October Connect, 
Inform, Engage webinar 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Oct. 
5. The October session 
will be about the new 
student promotion and 
accountability standards 
being implemented for the 
2021-22 school year. 

The remaining sessions 
are scheduled for Nov. 2, 
Jan. 11, Feb. 8, March 8 
and April 5.

Future topics will be an-
nounced on the district 
website and social media 
sites closer to the session 
dates.
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Out-of-state fugitive 
arrested in Rocky Mount
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police have picked up an 
out-of-state fugitive want-
ed in Virginia on a slew of 
serious criminal charges.

James Hobbs, 51, of 
Maryland, has outstand-
ing warrants from Virginia 
for attempted second-
degree murder, use of a 
firearm in the commission 
of a felony, firearm pos-
session by a violent felon, 
preventing communica-
tion to 911, reckless han-
dling of a firearm, assault-
ing a family member and 
petty larceny.   

The Rocky Mount Police 
Department Special Op-
erations Division received 
an anonymous Sept. 8 tip 

that Hobbs 
might be at a 
home on the 
100 block of 
Teal Street, 
said Cpl. 
Ricky Jack-
son, public in-
formation of-

ficer for the Rocky Mount 
Police Department.

Members of the po-
lice department, Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the U.S. Marshals 
Carolina Regional Task 
Force found Hobbs at that 
home and took him into 
custody. 

Police remanded Hobbs 
to the Nash County Deten-
tion Center on the fugitive 
warrants pending extradi-
tion to Virginia.

Hobbs

Giant southern Nash 
pumpkin headed to 
Tennessee
From staff reports

SPRING HOPE — Dan-
ny Vester loaded up one 
of the largest pumpkins 
in the world and drove to 
Tennessee on Sept. 8.

Vester is entering his 
humongous gourd in a 
contest at the Tennessee 
Valley Fair in Knoxville.

For years, Vester has 
shattered records, includ-
ing his own, by growing 
giant pumpkins, as well as 
other varieties of melons 
and gourds.

Vester’s monster 

pumpkin not only was 
the heavyweight at the 
North Carolina State Fair 
in 2019, weighing in at 
1506.5 pounds, it set a 
state record.

This year’s giant pump-
kin will be exhibited at 
the Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival the first 
weekend in October, but 
it won’t be in any local 
contests sponsored by the 
Great Pumpkin Common-
weath weigh-off.

SouthernNashNews.
com contributed to this 
report.

Spring Hope 
resident 
Danny 
Vester’s 
giant 
pumpkin 
waits to be 
loaded onto 
a trailer 
Sept. 8 for 
a trip to a 
contest in 
Tennessee. 
Contributed 

photo 

Sweet potato growers join forces for new venture 
By Drew C. Wilson 
dwilson@wilsontimes.com | 

 252-265-7818

Battleboro Produce, 
Boyette Brothers Pro-
duce, Bland Farms and 
Sandyland Produce have 
formed a new sales com-
pany called Sand Candy 
Produce LLC based in 
Rocky Mount’s Battle-
boro community. 

Boyette Brothers will 
continue operating on its 
own and serving its exist-
ing customer base out of 
Wilson County’s Rock 
Ridge community.

Sand Candy Produce 
will have its main office 
in Battleboro and will 
handle sales for more 
than 10,000 acres of 
sweet potato production 
in North Carolina and 
Georgia. The new part-
nership forms one of the 
major marketers of sweet 
potatoes in the country. 

“We are one of the three 
North Carolina-based 
growing partners that 
have been farming world-
famous North Carolina 
sweet potatoes for over 
50 years,” said Joel Bose-
man, owner and presi-
dent of Battleboro Pro-
duce. “We have enjoyed 
a strong export business 
and are excited that now 

with Sand Candy, we can 
grow our domestic busi-
ness along with our inter-
national business. Having 
both North Carolina and 
Georgia sweet potatoes 
this season will be a win 

for our customers.” 
Each partner’s pack-

ing facilities can pack 
bins, boxes and bags with 
sizes ranging from 2-10 
pounds. 

In the last year, Boy-

ette Brothers has started 
marketing individually 
wrapped, microwavable 
sweet potatoes.

“By joining in this new 
venture, this will also 
better enable us to serve 
more customers domesti-
cally as well as interna-
tionally, whereas before, 
we were limited on how 
much we could offer,” 
said Regan B. Dawson, 
operations manager at 
Boyette Brothers Pro-
duce.

Dawson said the new 
arrangement is not a 
merger, but the forma-
tion of an additional sales 
company.

Boyette Brothers Pro-
duce currently packs 
more than 1 million 
bushels of sweet potatoes 
a year, Dawson said. Its 
farm, Rock Ridge Farms 
Partnership, grows a 
large percentage of that 
supply.  

The remainder of Boy-
ette Brothers’ inventory 
comes from other grow-
ers in the state, Dawson 
said.   

“Boyette Brothers 
Produce has developed 
strong business relation-
ships overseas in the 
United Kingdom and 
other parts of Europe and 
are optimistic that Sand 
Candy Produce LLC will 
further help foster more 
domestic business as 
well,” Dawson said. “Boy-
ette Brothers Produce 
LLC along with Bland 
Farms, Battleboro Pro-
duce and Sandyland Pro-
duce, Sand Candy LLC 
will have the unique abil-
ity to offer their custom-
ers secure, consistent and 
a constant year-round 
supply of sweet potatoes 

coming from growers 
with over 50 years in the 
industry.”    

Boyette Brothers Pro-
duce was formed in De-
cember 2012 by Wiley, 
Robert and Michael Boy-
ette. The produce com-
pany was built out of the 
need for their farm, Rock 
Ridge Farms Partnership, 
to be able to market its 
own sweet potatoes. The 
company was capital-
izing on the sweet potato 
crop’s heightened popu-
larity.

Dawson, Robert Boy-
ette’s daughter, is op-
erations manager for 
the company, and her 
husband, Derek Dawson, 
serves as the company’s 
packing line manager.

“Being that this is 
personally my family’s 
livelihood, we are very 
eager and excited to see 
what the future holds for 
Boyette Brothers Produce 
LLC and Sand Candy 
Produce LLC,” Dawson 
said.  

Boyette Brothers Pro-
duce is located at 6638 
Radio Tower Road west 
of Wilson and can be 
reached by calling 252-
206-0737 or emailing re-
boyette@gmail.com.

Regan Dawson, operations manager at Boyette Brothers 
Produce, holds an individually wrapped, microwavable 
sweet potato ready to be shipped. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration 

NewsMedia 

Freshly washed sweet potatoes roll onto a sorting line at Boyette Brothers Produce in 
Wilson County. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration NewsMedia 

Candidate Forum

Spring Hope Municipal Election
Mayoral Candidates

Kyle Pritchard and Prudence Wilkins

Board of Commissioners Candidates
Brent Cone, Drew Griffin, Ricky Tucker, Dap Dunston, 

Jason Himmelright, Tony Jeffreys and Eric Gainey

Thursday, October 7
6 p.m.

Spring Hope Community Building, 104 Community Street
Virtual options: SpringHopeEnterpise.com and Facebook Live

presented by
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STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

Joseph Hern-
endez, a 

tight end on the 
Southern Nash 
High School 
football team, 
is The Enter-
prise’s Farris 
& Thomas Law 
Attorneys Stu-
dent-Athlete of 
the Week.

A senior, Her-
nandez plans to 
attend a four-year 
university after 
high school.

The 3-A Fire-
birds of the 
2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference im-

proved their sea-
son record to 3-0 
on Friday, posting 
a 51-26 win over 
South Granville 
at Firebirds Sta-
dium.

Southern Nash 
will visit Nash 
Central this Fri-
day to kick off 
Big East play.

Travon Newsome

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Ladybirds claim 
pair of tri-matches 
From staff reports 

BUNN — In the first 
tri-match of the 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference, 
Southern Nash rolled to 
an impressive 45-stroke 
victory Sept. 8 in a nine-
hole match at the River 
Golf Club. The Ladybirds 
came in with a team 
score of 135, followed by 
Franklinton (180) and 
Northern Nash (183).

Samantha Puckett was 
the medalist with a round 
of 43 while Mackenzie 
Gamble and Tabatha 
Tomaszewski turned in 
scores of 46 each.

In a Sept. 7 tuneup 
against the same two 
teams, Southern Nash 
won with a a team 
score of 131 to 162 for 
Franklinton and 182 for 
Northern Nash at Brevo-
field Golf Links in Wake 
Forest.

Gamble’s 39 led the 
Ladybirds, while Puckett 
(43) and Jasmine Hor-
rigan (49) had Southern 
Nash’s other counting 
scores.

Southern Nash 
teams make 
conference debut

ROCKY MOUNT — 
The Southern Nash boys 
team placed third while 
the Ladybirds were fourth 
as the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference held its first 
meet of the season Sept. 8 
at Rocky Mount High. 

The Firebirds’ top fin-
isher was Eric Braxton in 
sixth place while Jadiza 
Jimenez was fifth over-
all to lead the girls. The 
other top runners for the 
Southern Nash boys were 
Bryson Rackley, Trevon 
Baker, Owen Ordess and 
Mauricio Romero, while 
Leslie Alonso, Miriam 
Salazar, Grayson Deans 
and Jessica Garcia round-
ed out the Ladybirds 

competitors.
The teams are back in 

action this Wednesday at 
Bunn High.

Firebirds extend 
unbeaten streak to 7

The Southern Nash 
High varsity boys soc-
cer team opened 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference 
play on a winning note 
and pushed its unbeaten 
streak to seven matches 
with a win and a tie.

Following a scoreless 
draw with Knightdale 
on Sept. 2, the Firebirds 
began league play Sept. 
7 with a 7-0 whipping of 
Nash Central.

In moving to 6-2-1 
overall, Southern Nash, 
a 3-A member of the 
split league, picked up 
goals from senior Jared 
Gonzalez, senior Raul 
Nunez, junior Jonathan 
Robles, Izzy Leon and 
Gee Juarez.

Providing assists were 
Raul Nunez, sophomore 
Jose Nunez, sophomore 
Frank Gonzalez and ju-
nior Samuel Wheaton.

Versus Knightdale, 
freshman goalkeeper Al-
ex Benitez collected three 
saves to help preserve the 
scoreless draw.

Ladybirds handed 
first loss at 
Rocky Mount

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
four-match unbeaten 
streak to open the season 
for the Southern Nash 
High girls tennis team 
was short-circuited Sept. 
7 with a 9-0 loss to Big 
East 2-A/3-A foe Rocky 
Mount.

Further details were un-
available as the Ladybirds 
fell to 4-1 overall and 3-1 
in conference play.

Mudcats fall to Wood Ducks in home finale
For The Enterprise 

ZEBULON — Noah 
Campbell drove in two 
runs with a two-run 
double in the first, but the 
Wood Ducks went on to 
score five unanswered 
runs the rest of the way 
while defeating the Mud-
cats 5-2 in Carolina’s 2021 
home finale on Sunday 
afternoon at Five-County 
Stadium.

Carolina (65-49) led 2-0 
after getting Campbell’s 
RBI double in the first, but 
the Wood Ducks (68-46) 
went on to tie the game 
with a two-run home run 
from Randy Florentino in 
the second. Aaron Zavala 
then broke the tie with a 
solo home run in the third 
to lift Down East to a 3-2 

lead. A run-scoring double 
from Cody Freeman made 
it 4-2 in the sixth and a so-

lo home run from Thomas 
Saggese in the same 
frame made it 5-2.

Down East’s Owen 
White earned the victory 
after totaling 10 strikeouts 
over six innings pitched. 
Of his 10 punchouts, three 
came in the fifth after he 
allowed back-to-back 
singles to start the inning. 
The Wood Ducks led 3-2 
at the time, but went up 
5-2 shortly after his three 
strikeout inning. White 
(2-1, 3.51) scattered seven 
hits and allowed just 
the two first inning runs 
while winning his second 
straight start.

Brailin Rodriguez ended 
up with the loss after allow-
ing three runs over three 
innings pitched. All three 
runs allowed by Rodriguez 
(0-1, 6.00) were allowed in 

Firebirds sloppy, but effective
Southern Nash 
thrashes South 
Granville
From staff reports 

Southern Nash High senior Jack-
son Vick enjoyed his best rushing 
night of the season as the Firebirds 
scored 30 straight points to pull 
away to a 51-26 varsity football win 
at home Friday against South Gran-
ville.

The 3-A Firebirds of the 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference upped their 
season record to 3-0 while the 2-A 
Vikings of the 2-A/3-A Northern 
Lakes Conference dipped to 1-3.

The final score wasn’t indicative 
of much of the night, however, as 
the Firebirds dropped the football 
six times, losing possession twice. 
But as head coach Brian Batchelor 
pointed out, even the recovered 
fumbles stalled drives and with 20 
in three games, it’s become a prob-
lem.

“We’re just not clicking right 
now the way we need to be, all the 
way across the board,” Batchelor 
said. “Way too inconsistent, way 
too many fumbles, way too many 
missed assignments on defense. But 
they’re just kids and we’ve got to 
keep working. It’s not like they’re 
trying to go out there and not do 
well. They’ve just got to be more 
consistent.”

Eventually, the Firebirds just 
turned to Vick, who has committed 
to sign with N.C. State University 
as a defender. The speedy 5-foot-11, 
165-pounder piled up 200 yards and 
four rushing touchdowns on just 
seven carries. 

Twice, Vick responded to Vikings 
TDs with scores of his own, includ-
ing a 91-yard kickoff return in the 

second quarter. After the Vikings 
cut the lead to 21-20 on Micah Wilk-
erson’s 60-yard scoring dash 100 
seconds of game time later, Vick 
answered with a 52-yard run to the 
end zone.

He would score on runs of 42, 22 
and 54 yards in the second half. 

Vick wasn’t alone in the scoring 
column. Tralon Mitchell, who ran 
for 98 yards on nine carries, scooted 
45 yards for a second-quarter TD 
and senior Sammy Gandy returned 
a first-quarter punt 54 yards for the 
game’s first score.

Southern Nash ran for 330 yards 
on 38 rushes while junior quarter-
back Brock Alford did not throw a 
pass. 

South Granville ran for 276 yards 
on 56 yards. Khawann Bobbitt 
scored twice for the Vikings, who 
also put two points on the board for 
Southern Nash when a punt snap 
sailed out of the end zone.

The Firebirds will visit Nash Cen-
tral on Friday to kick off Big East 
play.

Southern Nash senior Jackson Vick takes off on a kick return during Friday’s home game against South Granville. Vick ran 
for 200 yards and four touchdowns as well as a 91-yard kickoff return TD in the Firebirds’ 51-26 win. Amberleigh Dornseif | 
Special to The Enterprise 

Southern Nash ..............51

South Granville .............26
 
 SG SN
First Downs 10 7
Yards rushing 56-276 38-330
Yards passing 44 0
Passes-Comp.-Int. 2-2-0 0-0
Punts-Average 3-36 0-0
Fumbles-Lost 4-3 6-2
Penalties-Yards 5-50 6-50

Score by quarters:
S. Granville 6 14 0 6 — 26
S. Nash 14 16 14 7 — 51

Scoring Summary:
SN — Gandy 54 punt return (Daniels kick), 
8:34, 1st.
SG — Khawann Bobbitt 16 run (kick failed), 
4:38, 1st.
SN — Tralon Mitchell 45 run (Daniels kick), 
2:56, 1st.
SG — Bobbitt 1 run (run failed), 11:05, 2nd.
SN — Jackson Vick 91 kickoff return (Dan-
iels kick), 10:50, 2nd.
SG — Micah Wilkerson 60 run (run), 9:10, 
2nd.
SN — Vick 52 run (Daniels kick), 8:50, 2nd.
SN — safety on snap out of end zone, 7:08, 
2nd.
SN — Vick 42 run (Daniels kick), 9:05, 3rd.
SN — Vick 22 run (Daniels kick), 6:17, 3rd.
SN — Vick 54 run (Daniels kick), 10:50, 4th.
SG — Bobbitt 4 run (kick blocked), 6:31, 4th.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Jackson Vick 9-200, 4 TDs; 
Sammy Gandy 2-12; Tralon Mitchell 9-98, 
TD; Leo Jones 5-9; Zyon Nicholson 2-10; 
Brock Alford 2-minus 4; Mitchell Jones 3-24; 
Dontavius Kingsberry-Evans 1-3; Team 
5-minus 22.
PASSING — None
RECEIVING — None

Southern Nash junior Tralon MItchell (7) runs with the ball during Friday’s home 
game against South Granville. Mitchell had a 45-yard TD run in the Firebirds’ 51-
26 win. Amberleigh Dornseif | Special to The Enterprise 

Raleigh native Noah Campbell had an RBI double for the 
Carolina Mudcats in the first inning of Sunday’s game 
against the Kinston-based Down East Wood Ducks. Down 
East won 5-2 in Carolina’s final home game of 2021. 
Contributed photo 

See MUDCATS, Page 6B

See ROUNDUP, Page 6B
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Lying government leaders can’t be truth police
If you 

think the 
federal 
govern-
ment 
should act 
swiftly to 
remove 
coro-
navirus 
fibs and 

falsehoods from your 
smartphone screen, you 
haven’t learned the les-
son of America’s longest 
war.

A consistent source 
of purposeful, premedi-
tated lies about the U.S. 
military’s progress in 
Afghanistan and com-
manders’ prognosis on 
the war effort makes an 
exceedingly poor candi-
date for our ultimate ar-
biter of truth. Presidents 
of both parties have 
dissembled on those 
subjects, and that infuri-
ating fact came to light 
just three months before 
the pandemic took hold 
here.

In December 2019, The 
Washington Post pub-
lished a series of stories 
on the Afghanistan Pa-
pers, a collection of Of-
fice of Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction reports 
that revealed military 
leaders knew the war 
was a quagmire and our 
mission was muddled 
since at least 2005.

Col. Christopher Ko-
lenda described the U.S.-
backed Afghan govern-
ment as a “kleptocracy” 
in an interview with the 
special inspector gen-
eral’s staff.

“Our biggest single 
project, sadly and in-
advertently, of course, 
may have been the de-
velopment of mass cor-
ruption,” added Ryan 
Crocker, a former Ameri-
can diplomat who served 
in Kabul.

That helps explain 
why Afghanistan’s pup-
pet president fled the 
country and the military 
laid down its arms last 
month, rolling out the 
red carpet for a resur-
gent Taliban. And why 
some Afghan citizens 
welcomed their new 
rulers. In this civil war, 
neither side could con-
vincingly claim the moral 
high ground.

Commanders were 
pressured to not only 
downplay the bad and 
emphasize the good, but 
to manipulate data in or-
der to make the conflict 
politically palatable for 
increasingly war-weary 
Americans.

“Every data point was 
altered to present the 
best picture possible,” 
Army Col. Bob Crowley 
told interviewers. Re-
quired evaluations, he 
said, “became a self-lick-

ing ice cream cone.”
Investigative reporter 

Craig Whitlock’s dogged 
work — the Post waged 
a three-year court battle 
to obtain the documents 
under the Freedom of 
Information Act — was 
soon overshadowed by 
COVID-19. Fortunately, 
Whitlock adapted the 
series of newspaper sto-
ries into a book, “The 
Afghanistan Papers: A 
Secret History of the 
War,” released by Simon 
& Schuster on Aug. 31.

Consider it required 
reading for those who 
believe Washington 
ought to crack down on 
anti-vaxxers, anti-mask-
ers, lab leak truthers 
and assorted COVID 
conspiracy theorists. Can 
the same apparatus that 
shamelessly fed us disin-
formation on the war be 
trusted to police misin-
formation on the virus?

Facebook said last 
month that it had taken 
enforcement action 
against 12 users the 
White House identified 

as prolific sources of 
false and misleading 
coronavirus content. 
Press secretary Jen 
Psaki routinely casts 
blame on social media 
companies for fueling 
public health skeptics, 
and President Joe Biden 
even accused Facebook 
of “killing people” on 
July 16 before walking 
back the charge three 
days later, clarifying 
that blame rests with 
Facebook users who au-
thored the falsehoods.

Presidential pressure 
on Silicon Valley sets 
a troubling precedent. 
Though headquartered 
in the U.S., Facebook, 
Twitter and YouTube are 
international companies. 
Why wouldn’t China, 
which is notorious for 
censoring accurate ac-
counts of the Tiannamen 
Square massacre, or 
Saudi Arabia, which sup-
pressed reports blaming 
Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman for jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi’s 
murder, expect the same 

level of deference?
We tend to shrug off 

our government’s lies 
as mere “spin” and de-
nounce foreign powers’ 
prevarications as “pro-
paganda.” While there’s 
often a difference in 
degree, false still means 
false. 

As for “killing people,” 
what else would you call 
misleading the American 
public to gin up support 
for a nation-building ex-
ercise that was doomed 
from the get-go, keeping 
our troops in the line of 
fire for a generation too 
long? 

The strong-arm state 
censorship common in 
China and Saudi Arabia 
doesn’t happen here 
thanks to the primacy 
our founders assigned 
free speech and press 
freedom in the Bill of 
Rights. The First Amend-
ment is unequaled 
throughout the world 
in its protection of criti-
cism, unpopular views 
and, yes, even misinfor-
mation. 

That bulwark guar-
antees we’ll never have 
a dystopian Ministry 
of Truth that can frog-
march Facebook fibbers 
before secret tribunals. 
Yet it doesn’t prevent 
high-ranking officials 
from leaning on private 
companies to suppress 
information that Wash-
ington cannot.

Social media modera-
tion is already far from 
perfect. It’s hard to see 
how the added variable 
of government influence 
does anything but make 
it worse.

Corey Friedman is edi-
tor of The Wilson Times 
and executive editor of 
Restoration NewsMedia. 
In this weekly column 
for Creators Syndicate, 
he explores solutions to 
political conflicts from 
an independent perspec-
tive. Follow him on Twit-
ter @coreywrites. To 
read features by other 
Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com.

COREY 
FRIEDMAN

Take a peek at George 
Washington’s victory gardens 

I’m out-
numbered 
at home. 
My hus-
band and 
daughters 
at home 
all enjoy 
history. I 
enjoy gar-
dens. 

This past Labor Day, 
I was able to combine 
all our interests and we 
toured Mount Vernon, 
George Washington’s for-
mer home in Virginia.

Of course, I see George 
on the quarter and know 
that he helped lead our 
country through the war 
for independence and 
was the United States’ 
first president. What I 
didn’t realize was his zeal 
for making farming crops 
more abundant and re-
storing the land. 

Victory gardening for 
people in the 1700s was a 
necessity. There were no 
farmers markets, grocery 
stores or co-ops. Know-
ing the gardens were es-
sential, I was surprised to 
see how artistically they 
were created. There were 
four gardens around  the 
Mount Vernon estate. 
Each served a different 
purpose, but all were 
practical as well as beau-
tiful.

There was a lot of 
French influence on the 
shape and produce. The 
Upper Garden was close 
to the house and a place 
that guests would go 
through after dinner was 
over. It was meant to be 
the “show-off” garden. 
The produce was set up 
with symmetrical plant-
ings and were bordered 
by dwarf boxwood shrubs 
(some trimmed and 
clipped into fleurs de lis). 

This French-inspired 
garden also had espalier 
trees, which are fruit 
trees pruned to grow flat 
against the wall. This 
garden was impressive, 
especially to guests. The 
ornamental and specialty 
plantings showed that the 
estate had the financial 
resources and labor to 
maintain the garden.

The focal point for 
the upper garden was 
an awe-inspiring green-
house. A place that 
George experimented 
with growing seeds col-
lected from around the 
world as well as extend-
ing the ability to harvest 
produce year-round.

The Lower Garden, also 
known as the kitchen 
garden, was where most 
of the fruits, vegetables 
and herbs to use for 
meals were grown. It 
was a functional garden, 
but still was very artfully 
planted. Mrs. Washington 
oversaw what was plant-
ed and planned meals 
around what was ready to 
harvest.

The Botanical Garden 
was George’s “play” 
garden. This is where he 
experimented with the 
different plants he had 
obtained or were given 
to him, to see if they 
could grow in Virginia’s 
climate. His experiments 
included growing al-
falfa and oats, which he 
thought would increase 
productivity in his fields 
— he was correct and 
switched from growing 
tobacco to wheat, alfalfa 
and oats.

The Fruit and Nursery 
Garden replaced a failed 
attempt at a vineyard. Ap-
parently, George Wash-
ington loved strawberry 
ice cream. The Fruit and 
Nursery Garden was full 
of apples, pears, cherries, 
peaches, apricots and, of 
course, strawberries. The 
Washingtons also grew 
several varieties of nut 
trees in this area as well.

Most people probably 
don’t get real excited 

about dirt, but when I 
saw the huge compost 
area, I yelled at my hus-
band, “Oh my gosh! It’s 
a compost pile!” My hus-
band wasn’t as impressed 
as I was.

Mr. Washington should 
be called the Father of 
Composting. He was an 
avid composter and used 
his rich compost as well 
as his livestock to fertilize 
and renew the soil on his 
property. He also experi-
mented with winter cover 
crops, rotating crops and 
planting nitrogen-fixing 
crops. Things that are 
considered sustainable 
and responsible farming 
now, he practiced in the 
1700s.

I also appreciated that 
the tour guides were very 
vocal about the lifestyle 
the Washingtons enjoyed. 
All the activities that 
made the Washingtons 
and their guests com-
fortable were due to the 
fact the enslaved work-
ers worked tirelessly. 
Without their work, 
the majestic house and 
grounds would have been 
too much work for Wash-
ington and his family to 
maintain.

I’d like to also honor 
our essential workers 

again as we are seeing 
another wave of COVID 
variants causing sick-
ness again. It’s been a 
lot of work finding safe 
ways to keep our grocery 
stores open, and we’ve 
realized that it takes a 
lot of workers to get our 
food from the farm to the 
stores. Even if you have 
your own victory garden, 
most of us still need to 
buy things to keep food 
on the table every day. 
Thank you, essential 
workers!

On the eating note, 
I’ve added a favorite fall 
recipe that I pull out once 
I move my flannels to the 
front of my closet. 

I’m ready to wear my 
boots and wrap a scarf 
around my neck and eat 
chili. Of course, nothing 
goes better with flannel 
than pumpkins! 

I’ve added a must-
try easy dinner, turkey 
pumpkin chili. It’s simple, 
easy and tastes great, 
which is my favorite kind 
of cooking! 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.
com. Email her at Vic-
toryGardenGal@gmail.
com.

VICTORY GARDEN GAL

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Turkey Pumpkin Chili

INGREDIENTS

1 tablespoon 

olive oil

1 pound ground 

turkey

1/2 onion, diced

1 can diced 

tomatoes

2 cup fresh 

cubed pumpkin

1 can chili beans

1 can black 

beans

3 tablespoons 

brown sugar

2 teaspoons 

pumpkin pie 

spice

1 tablespoon 

chili powder

1/2 teaspoon red 

pepper flakes 

(optional – but 

I love them)

DIRECTIONS

1. Heat olive oil in a pan over medium heat. Add onion 

and sauté 2-3 minutes, until fragrant. Add in ground 

turkey and cook until crumbly and no longer pink.

2. Put cooked turkey in a slow cooker and stir in all 

other ingredients. Set the cooker to low and let cook 

until the pumpkin is tender and breaks apart (about 3 

hours).

3. Add crusty bread and enjoy!

The strong-arm state censorship common in China and Saudi Arabia doesn’t 

happen here thanks to the primacy our founders assigned free speech and press 

freedom in the Bill of Rights. The First Amendment is unequaled throughout 

the world in its protection of criticism, unpopular views and, yes, even 

misinformation. 

Victory gardening 

for people in the 

1700s was a 

necessity. There 

were no farmers 

markets, grocery 

stores or co-ops. 
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Peachtree Baptist congregation honors 9/11 victims’ memory
On Sun-

day, Pas-
tor Gene 
White-
house 
presented 
a Patriots 
Day ser-
vice hon-
oring the 
memory of 

all those lost and injured 
on Sept. 11, 2001. 

During the Sept. 11 
attacks, 2,977 people 
were killed, 19 high jack-
ers committed murder-sui-
cide and more than 6,000 
others were injured. The 
immediate deaths in-
cluded 265 on the four 
planes (including the ter-
rorists), 2,606 in the World 
Trade Center and in the 
surrounding area and 125 
at the Pentagon. 

The attacks remain 
the deadliest terrorist act 
in world history. Most 
of those who perished 
were civilians except for 
343 members of the Fire 
Department of New York; 
71 law enforcement of-
ficers who died in the 
World Trade Center and 
on the ground in New 
York City; another law 
enforcement officer who 
died when United Airlines 
Flight 93 crashed into a 
field near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania;  55 military 
personnel who died at the 
Pentagon in Arlington 
County, Virginia; and the 
19 terrorists who died on 
board the four aircraft. 

We at Peachtree Baptist 
Church continue to pray 
for you and your friends 
and family during these 
stressful times. COVID-19 
and its delta and now mu 
variants have spiked, and 
the numbers of cases and 
deaths continue to rise. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
presented to glorify God 
by Bob and I in memory 
of the 2,799 people killed 
in the 9/11 attacks on the 
World Trade Center, Pen-
tagon and Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, and the 
6,000 who were injured. 

Pianist Jane May played 
a beautiful solo of patriot 
music. Pastor Whitehouse 
played a video presenta-
tion for the special music 
Sunday, the song, “Then 
Came the Morning,” by 
Ernie Haase and Signa-
ture Sound.

The memory verse for 
the month of September is 
2 Timothy 1:13-14. 

Pastor’s message:“The 
Beatitudes: Moment by 
Moment Confessors, Part 
2,” with Scripture from 
Matthews 5: 4.

‘FRIENDS WITH GOD’

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “Friends with 
God” from, “Fixing My 
Eyes on Jesus,” by Anne 
Graham Lotz.

“The Lord would speak 
to Moses face to face, as 
a man speaks with his 
friend.” — Exodus 33:11.

“When I walk with my 
friend around the lake 
each morning, we talk 
about anything and every-
thing: recipes, grandchil-
dren, sales, ball games, 
politics — whatever hap-
pens to be on our minds.

“Wouldn’t you love to 
have that kind of free-
flowing discussion with 
the Lord and find out 
what’s on His mind? Is 
God thinking about stars 
or planets, black holes or 
sinkholes, governments 
or nations, the culture or 
the church, sin or suffer-
ing, demons or angels, 
hell or heaven, all those 
big things that He’s so 
good at managing? With 
so many important things 
on His mind, it’s almost 
beyond human imagina-
tion to even dream that He 
would have one thought 
to spare on someone like 
me. Or you. Yet God re-
veals what’s on His mind 
to those who make the 
time to walk with Him as 
a friend.

“Jesus encouraged His 

disciples to walk with Him 
when He told them He no 
longer called them ser-
vants, ‘because a servant 
does not know his mas-
ter’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friend, for 
everything that I learned 
from my Father I have 
called you friends, for 
everything that I learned 
from my Father I have 
made known to you’ (John 
15:15).

‘SYMBOL OF THE CROSS’

My devotional this week 
is “The Symbol of The 
Cross,” by Billy Graham, 
from “Peace For Each 
Day.”

“God forbid that I should 
boast except in the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
— Galatians 6:14.

“‘We thought the 
devil was here,’ said a 
firefighter, ‘but with this 
cross, we know God is 
here.’ Among the rubble 
in the aftermath of 9/11, a 
20-foot steel-beam cross 
was uncovered. Though 
people from many walks 
of life watched in terror 
as the World Trade Cen-
ter towers in New York 
collapsed, the sight of 
the cross brought hope 
to many — and terror to 
some. Atheists demanded 
that the cross, later dis-
played, be removed from 
the privately operated Na-
tional September 11 Me-
morial and Museum. They 
claimed that many people 
were ‘injured’ when they 
saw it.

“To some the cross of 
Christ brings cheer; to 
others it incites fear. The 
cross can be of comfort 
to people’s spirits, or it 
can reveal the corruption 
of the human heart and 
bring conviction of sin. 
When you see a cross, let 
it always remind you of 
the tremendous gift Jesus 
gave us, but never forget 
that it was because of our 
sin that Christ had to die 
there.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• The Women’s Mission-
ary Union ladies are busy 
with their projects. They 
have started their annual 
Appalachian Backpack 
Ministry. They will start 
sending cards and letters 
and making phone calls 
to shut-ins. The WMU’s 
monthly meeting will be 
11 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
15. 

• The Peachtree Men’s 
Ministry will host its next 
monthly meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 16. 
For reservations, please 
call 252-478-4418.

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Floods Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church held a 
men’s breakfast at 8 a.m. 
Saturday. 

• The Coopers Ruritan 
Club will sell barbecue 
chicken plates at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 17. Plates are 
$8 each, drive-thru and 
delivery only. Boy Scout 
Troop 37 and Cub Scout 
Pack 37 will sell sweets for 
an additional charge.

• Floods Chapel is col-
lecting donations for the 
St. Vincent’s Island vol-
cano victims. Please con-
tact the church for a list of 
needs.

• Counting the Costs 
Ministries, sponsored by 
Billy and Amy Kornegay, 
919-920-4755, is taking up 
donations for flood victims 
of St Vincent’s and St 
Lucia islands. The group 
is also collecting winter 
items for an Indian reser-
vation in the mountains of 
New Mexico.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays two weeks be-
fore the events.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Jerry Hobgood, 
Dorothy Nelson, Bill 
Wakefield and Gail Brant-
ley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Del-
cie Wakefield, Norman 
Whitley, Melba Hobgood, 
Sandra Breedlove, Bert 
Eason, Aaron Edwards’ 
father-in-law Jim English, 
Pete Infintino and Luke 
Gupton.

• Undergoing treatment:  
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley, Deborah Massey, 
Lawrence Edwards’ cous-
in Sharon, Steve McDan-

iels and Sherry Rose. 
• Under doctors’ care: 

Melba and Jerry Hobgood, 
Preston Green, Jackie 
Mitchell Fisher, Ronald 
Fisher, James Shepard, 
Brenda Sheppard, Aubrey 
Farmer, Doug Hayes, 
Fan Whitley, Sandra 
Breedlove, Sara Paige, 
Eula Gupton, Gene Avery, 
Laverne Whitley, Adam 
Edwards’ mother-in-law 
Nancy Law, Al White-
house, Brenda Sheppard, 
Parker Riddick and Rene 
Cary.

• Pray for the family of 
Richard Wilder, cousin of 
Lawrence Edwards.

• Nelson Baines is in 
UNC Healthcare’s general 
hospital in Chapel Hill. 
Orville Cooper is in Mary 
Washington Hospital in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia.

• Pray for the families 
affected by Hurricane 
Ida, the people and first 
responders affected by 
flooding in western North 
Carolina and middle Ten-
nessee, the families of the 
13 U.S. military person-
nel killed in Afghanistan, 
wildfire victims in the 
western United States 
and those infected with 
COVID-19 and their fami-
lies.

• Birthday blessings to 
Taylor (Gupton) Finch 
(Sept. 16), Nancy Hill 
(Sept. 16), Charlotte Ed-
wards (Sept. 18), Billy 
Bunn (Sept. 24), Norman 
Whitley (Sept. 25), Bob 
Wilson (Sept. 25) Scott 
May (Sept. 26) and John 
Privette (Sept. 30).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

PEACHTREE NEWS

FRAN 
BUNN
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Knightdale cop on rooftop gives Special Olympics a boost 
The Wake Weekly

KNIGHTDALE — A 
police officer stood atop 
a fast-food restaurant 
for several hours in the 
punishing sun to raise 
money and awareness for 
athletes with intellectual 
disabilities.

Lt. Ginger Keel of 
the Knightdale Police 
Department raised 
around $2,500 for Special 
Olympics North Carolina 
by standing on the roof of 
a Chick-fil-A on Sept. 3.

Keel was being 
“ransomed” as part of the 
Law Enforcement Torch 
Run, which supports 
Special Olympics. She 
serves on the state 
council for fundraising 
and awareness. She 
also organizes all of 
Knightdale Police’s 
fundraisers for the cause.

“Being the organizer, 
I thought, ‘Well, I might 
as well be the one on the 
roof,’” Keel said. “The 
idea is that I can’t come 

down until we raise the 
money.”

Every penny donated to 
getting Keel off the roof 
goes directly to Special 
Olympics North Carolina. 
The organization doesn’t 
just put on the athletic 
competitions at no cost to 
the athletes. It also helps 
with athletes’ overall well-
ness. 

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, it hosted virtual 
training to keep the ath-
letes motivated and social-
ly connected, Keel said.

“Being able to be in-
volved in the athletic 
program is really critically 
important to their well-be-
ing,” she added. “We have 
athletes that have come to 
Special Olympics nonver-
bal and have now graduat-
ed from college. It’s a big 
help in their development 
and in them continuing to 
be contributing members 
of their community.”

In addition to raising 
money, Cops on Top also 
raises awareness.

“They are a minority 
community,” Keel said. 
“Not a lot of people are 
aware of what goes on 
with Special Olympics 
athletes, so that’s a big 
part of it as well.”

The program fields more 
than 40,000 athletes from 
across the state, includ-
ing several from Wake 
County.

If people donated $20, 
they could choose be-
tween a hat, a shirt or a 
beach towel with the orga-
nization’s logo. They help 
raise awareness by using 
those items as they go 
around town, Keel said.

Despite the heat, Keel 
said Chick-fil-A took good 
care of her.

“They’re a wonderful 
community partner for 
the police department in 
anything we’ve ever asked 
them to do with us,” she 
said. “As long as we want 
to be here, they’re happy 
to have us. ... It’s a great 
setup for something like 
this because they stay 

busy all day long.”
Chick-fil-A also partici-

pates in community give-
aways, food drives and gift 
drives, Keel said.

“I would encourage 
people to be aware of 
what Special Olympics 

does, and anyone in their 
community who has intel-
lectual disabilities make 
sure they’re involved in 
Special Olympics,” Keel 
said. “Most of them are 
— Special Olympics does 
great outreach — but I 

hate to see anybody who’s 
not involved in it who 
should be.”

For more information on 
Special Olympics North 
Carolina, including how to 
become a volunteer or do-
nate, visit www.sonc.net.

Knightdale Police Lt. Ginger Keel requests donations for Special Olympics North Carolina 
from atop the Chick-fil-A on Knightdale Boulevard. Shawn Taylor | Restoration NewsMedia 

Yesterday’s luxuries are today’s necessities 
A co-

worker 
and I had a 
conversa-
tion about 
genera-
tions. I am 
older than 
he by 
about 20 
years, and 

we often have conversa-
tions like this. 

While he is of a differ-
ent generation, some of 
his thoughts and ideas are 
more in line with genera-
tions before his. He’s well-
read and intelligent, and I 
enjoy these talks with him. 
I like getting a different 
perspective from someone 
who doesn’t automatically 
dismiss me as a grumpy 
old man. 

We had noticed some-
thing about generations 

that came after our re-
spective generations and 
came to similar conclu-
sions.

I’ve talked many times 
in this column about the 
instant gratification that is 
expected by today’s gen-
eration of younger people. 
You’re probably thinking 
this is going to be another 
one of those “get off my 
lawn” columns I write 
from time to time when 
someone irritates me and 
I give an excuse that it is 
because they are young 
and they don’t know any 
better when they should. 
This is different. 

Look at your own gen-
eration. Some of us have 
similar stories to tell, even 
though there are genera-
tions separating us. A lot 
of us grew up in small 
towns where the hottest 

thing on a Friday night 
was a high school football 
game and meeting up at 
the drive-in for a milk-
shake after. That was the 
same for my generation as 
it was for my parents. 

What I am getting at is 
that today’s young people, 
and those in the beginning 
stages of true adulthood 
when you have kids and 
buy a house and all that, 
have been born into con-
venience and luxury. They 
don’t really have to do 
anything we had to do. 

They don’t know about 
waiting in line at the bank. 
They don’t know about 
going to a video store and 
picking out a movie. They 
don’t know about waiting 
for a pot of coffee to brew 
in the percolator on the 
stovetop. 

The argument can be 
made about today’s neces-
sities being yesterday’s 
luxuries. Ask someone 
who is 90 years old about 
television. I’m sure one or 
two folks of that vintage 

will admit to thinking it 
was a fad, or their parents 
thought it was a fad and 
nothing could have re-
placed the radio for enter-
tainment. 

Less than a generation 
later, televisions were in 
every home and some 
homes had more than 
one. Almost overnight, 
radio was not the foremost 
source of family enter-
tainment, though it held 
on for many years after 
television came about. 
Television, once a scien-
tific novelty, became a ne-
cessity. On Sunday nights, 
the world stopped for Ed 
Sullivan. 

There was an older guy 
in our neighborhood when 
I was a kid who was some 
kind of electrical engineer 
and a real smart guy. He 
had one of the first micro-
wave ovens. It was enor-
mous and shiny with big 
knobs and a really thick 
door. I don’t remember if 
it had a light in it, though. 
It could cook food in just a 

few minutes. It was called 
a “Radarange” as if it was 
some kind of space-age 
wonder tool. It had cost a 
fortune when he got it and 
it was revolutionary.

 Fifteen years later, mi-
crowaves would be almost 
commonplace and a few 
years after that, they were 
in every home and office 
in the country, Nowadays, 
you can get one for less 
than $50. It was the same 
with televisions. My fam-
ily always had a 15- or 
19-inch black-and-white 
set. A color TV was just 
too extravagant, not to 
mention a floor-model 
console. 

At what point does a 
luxury become a neces-
sity? Remember when 
the internet was new and 
scary, and now it’s consid-
ered a utility like the elec-
tric service? 

Cellphones were 
rare and very expensive. 
Now everyone has what 
amounts to a  miniature 
computer in their pocket 
that makes phone calls. 
The home phone is a di-
nosaur these days. Truth 
be told, we still have one, 
though. Is there a specific 
timeframe where some-
thing new and revolution-
ary becomes old hat and 
common? 

I wonder if any of the 
younger folks could cut 
out some of the “conve-
nience” from their lives 
and live, perhaps, cheaper 
if they went back to the 
old ways. I’m not saying it 
would be better for them, 
just different. 

Maybe they could see 
what we did before the 
internet, before Grub-
Hub and PayPal. Maybe 
the stores and such 
should close on Sunday 
like they used to. Give 
it a week and see what 
happens. 

I’m an old fogey, and 
I get angry when the in-
ternet goes out for a few 
minutes. Imagine what 
someone who knows only 
of an era with instant on-
line access would do. 

Maybe next time, I’ll dig 
the Smith Corona out of 
the closet and whip up the 
column the old way. I’ll 
type it up all nice and neat 
and mail it in a big enve-
lope to the paper. 

Who am I kidding? 
That’s too close to actual 
work.

Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-
timore, is a husband, fa-
ther, pawnbroker and gun 
collector. From his home in 
New Bern, he writes on the 
lighter side of family life.

JOE 
WEAVER

6-figure jobs without a 4-year degree  
If you 

have 
children, 
you’ve 
probably 
played 
the board 
game Life.

Players 
reach 
a key 

crossroad early in the 
game: Choose to go to 
college, which sets you 
back a few spaces but 
ups your odds of winning 
the game, or choose not 
to, which puts you ahead 
briefly but may hurt you in 
the long run.

For much of the past 
century, that board game 
concept has manifested 
itself in real life. That’s 
not the case anymore for 
an increasing number of 
youths. 

Decades ago, a smaller 
proportion of students 
attended college, and 
they usually earned 
themselves a good-paying 
professional job in which 
they used their minds, not 
their muscles, to earn a 
living.

They may have taken on 
a small amount of student 
debt, but white-collar 
salaries paid off that debt 

in short order, and that 
was that.

Over time, a key variable 
in that equation — 
college tuition — started 
skyrocketing. As the 
supply of college-educated 
professionals keeps 
increasing, their salaries 
will plateau or even 
shrink relative to some 
non-college-educated 
positions.

This means the notion 
that a four-year degree is 
a ticket to success in life 
has never been on shakier 
footing than right now. 
Soaring tuition and living 
costs burden students 
with decades of debt 
payments, and median 
salaries in some fields 
make it mathematically 
impossible for some 
borrowers to ever pay off 
their loans.

Meanwhile, trade and 
technical school students 
can graduate with much 
smaller debt burdens and 
can earn salaries higher 
than some positions 
that require four-year 
degrees.

For example, 
electricians, plumbers, 
elevator repair workers 
and radiation therapists 
all earn an average salary 

above $70,000 per year. 
None of them require 
a four-year university 
degree.

As parents and as a 
society, we’ve placed too 
much prestige in a four-
year university degree. It’s 
earned a sort of aura over 
the decades — a signal 
to others of a parenting 
job well done, and of a 
child destined for a life 
of upper-middle-class 
comforts.

That may have been 
true in the 1950s, but 
it’s not true anymore. 
Students can break into 
good-paying industries 
with a two-year stint at 
a community college 
or just a vocational 
certificate.

Working with your 
hands might have been 
some sort of class marker 
a century ago, but it’s not 
so anymore. The trades 
are lucrative, and they 
command respect.

Some teachers and 
parents have begun to 
embrace, or at least pay 
attention to, alternatives 
to the four-year-degree 
career pathway. That 
trend should continue. 
At its core, a quality 
education will prepare 

a student for a self-
sufficient, productive life. 
Two-year and vocational 
schools do this, and 
sometimes they do it 
better than universities.

In recognition of the 
shift that may soon be 
underway, the North 
Carolina legislature 
has invested growing 
sums in short-term 
workforce training 
and apprenticeship 
programs. I support this 
trend and will work to 
expand it.

Real life isn’t a board 
game. There is no right 
path that leads you to 
win the game. It’s time 
to acknowledge and 
appreciate the plethora of 
options that our children 
can explore in order to be 
successful.

Instead of forcing them 
into preconceived notions 
of success, let’s encourage 
them to find the path 
fulfills their potential — 
whether that be a four-
year degree, two-year 
degree or a vocational 
certificate.

Steve Jarvis, R-Davidson, 
represents Senate District 
29 in the N.C. General 
Assembly. 

STEVE 
JARVIS

At what point does a luxury become 

a necessity? Remember when the 

internet was new and scary, and now 

it’s considered a utility like the electric 

service? 
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Drug convict is sent to prison
From staff reports

A southern Nash County 
man will spend a dozen 
years in federal prison on 
drug convictions.

Costa Rontrell Pender of 
Old Smithfield Road near 
Bailey received a sentence 
of 12 years, 7 months in 
federal prison in a Raleigh 
courtroom last week. 

Since Pender was on 
federal probation at the 
time of his most recent 
crimes, a U.S. District 

Court judge 
revoked the 
probation and 
sent Pender to 
prison.

Pender is 
accused of 
distributing 
crack cocaine 

in Nash and Wilson 
counties.

The Sept. 8 sentencing 
stems from a 2019 case 
led by the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office Narcotics 
Division and the Wilson 

Police Department, said 
Chief Deputy Brandon 
Medina of the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Residents’ complaints 
led authorities to 
investigate Pender and 
obtain a search warrant. 
Deputies raided the Old 
Smithfield Road home 
and seized 15.4 grams of 
crack cocaine, 8 grams 
of marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and $3,238 
in cash, according to 
archived news reports.

Statewide cleanup starts
For The Enterprise

State transportation crews, contractors 
and volunteers are in the middle of a 
roadside trash cleanup.

Running until Saturday, volunteers 
across North Carolina have banded 
together to help remove litter from 
roadsides as part of the Fall Litter Sweep.

N.C. Department of Transportation 
crews and contractors are also out in 
force during the sweep.

Volunteers can still contact their local 
maintenance offices during the last few 
days of the sweep to receive gloves, vests 
and trash bags to aid in their cleanup.

The Nash County Maintenance Yard 
is located at 3013 U.S. 64 Alternate in 
Momeyer. The phone number for that 
office is 252-462-2560.

Once cleanup is finished, volunteers 
can then contact their maintenance 
office to swing by and pick up the filled 
trash bags.

To sign up, visit ncdot.gov/littersweep.
Everyone can do their part to curb 

litter by always holding on to trash 
until it can be disposed of properly 
and securing a vehicle’s load before 
driving.

Volunteers have already removed more 
than 9 million pounds of litter this year.

Pender

Black farmers provide more than healthy food
Durham market 
supports area’s 
Black farmers
By Chiung-Wei Huang
North Carolina Health News 

Dawn Henderson just had 
a fruitful shopping trip to the 
Black Farmers’ Market in 
Durham.

Her bag was packed with 
meat and vegetables. Often on 
her trips to the Durham site, 
which is open once a month, she 
picks up one of the many types 
of honey and desserts available 
there.

Visiting farmers markets is 
part of Henderson’s routine, 
and she really likes the 
concept of the Black Farmers’ 
Market. That’s why she has 
become a regular at the one in 
Durham.

“I like the space, in terms of 
the way it spreads,” she said. 
“I like the diversity of offers. 
Go there and you can pick up 
dinner and a dessert.”

Fresh produce and the diverse 
array of merchandise are not 
the only things on Henderson’s 
mind when she goes out to 
support and encourage local 
Black farmers. There are more 
than 46,000 farms in North 
Carolina, only 3% of which are 
owned by Black farmers, about 
1,500 farms, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
The Black Farmers’ Market has 
been set up to address some 
of those inequalities in North 
Carolina.

The focus on supporting 
Black farmers intensified after 
George Floyd’s death on a 
Minneapolis street sparked a 
global movement to stamp out 
racial inequalities and injustices 
there and elsewhere.

The Black Farmers’ Market 
in the Triangle area of North 
Carolina holds events twice 
a month in Raleigh and 
Durham. It grew out of Black 
August in the Park, an annual 
event organized by a sister 
organization in 2015.

Entrepreneurs at the tables 
and tents in Durham are as 

enthusiastic about the Sunday 
afternoons as the shoppers.

GO LOCAL, GROW LOCAL 

For her part, Henderson 
makes it a point to visit the 
market because of the history of 
farming in her family. Her great-
grandfather was a sharecropper 
on an Arkansas farm owned by 
white people.

Difficult circumstances forced 
him to leave that farm.

Several generations later, 
Henderson, who received her 
doctorate in psychology from 
N.C. State University, knows 
how challenging it can be for a 
Black farmer through her fam-
ily’s stories.

After many years of working 
at universities throughout North 
Carolina, Henderson is based in 
Durham now and has the abil-
ity to work from home. She also 
has tried her hand at growing 
things, but on a much smaller 
scale than a farm.

“We have tried growing cu-
cumbers, tomatoes, basil and 
watermelon,” she said.

She thinks it’s important to 
give Black farmers her business. 
Growing produce could, for the 
farmers and their customers, 
mean more than being self-
sustaining.

FAMILY OF FOUR

Immanuel Jarvis, the co-
founder of Jireh Family Farm, 
has pastures filled with chick-
ens, pigs and cattle. He says his 
farming mission is to help di-
versify food sources locally and 
underscore the costs for small 
farmers to produce pasture-fed 
meats compared with mass 
farming.

“Even if you only have a back-
yard, and you only have grass to 
grow tomatoes,” he said, “you 
can do things with the overall 
supply of food in our country.”

When Jarvis lost his brother-
in-law to colon cancer, he and 
his family changed their diet 
and focused more on where 
their food came from. They 
wanted to “take what’s good for 
their body,” said Jarvis.

The average size of North Car-
olina farms is about 180 acres, 

according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The Jireh Family Farm, 
which started six years ago 
when Jarvis and his family 
purchased a 60-year-old farm 
on 4 acres of land, started out 
modestly, raising chickens. 
Over time, they’ve added other 
animals.

In addition to the meat and 
free-range eggs they sell at 
market, they also educate oth-
ers through summer camps and 
classes about the importance of 
nutrition and understanding the 
connection between the food on 
their plates, nutrition and farm-
ing.

Attending the Black Farmers’ 
Market is one way that Jarvis 
and his family try to be a beacon 
for that message.

“By sitting as a real life dem-
onstration in my house, a small 
family with only four people, 
little by little we can grow and 
support our loved ones,” Jarvis 
said.

SWEET BUSINESS 

Nasira Abdur-Razzaq, owner 
of Bull City Confectionaries 
based in Durham, wants to 
share a similar message at the 
market.

She discovered her baking 
talent when she made cakes for 
her school-aged children to take 
to class with them. What started 
as a mother simply baking for 
her children’s classmates turned 
into something much larger.

Now she creates a variety 
of cakes for catering services 
around Durham and Chapel 
Hill.

“It was interesting to me that 
something like that happens 
and from that one small thing,” 
she said.

Standing in her colorful 
booth, brightly decorated with 
pink and green, Abdur-Razzaq 
enthusiastically greets visitors 
walking by in the market. She 
has samples to lure shoppers to 
her table. Many times, they stop, 
take a taste and buy one of her 
sweets to take home.

“A lot of people have been 
turned off by cake because 
there’s an overwhelming 
amount of processing,” she said. 

“I learned the perfect balance 
between just enough to feel 
pleasant when people take that 
bite.”

Baking the treats is a side 
passion for Abdur-Razzaq. She 
also works a full-time job as an 
event planner for a local health 
corporation.

As a business owner, the 
Black Farmers’ Market creates 
an opportunity for her to con-
nect to different people than 
she would encounter in her full-
time job.

This is also true for Hender-
son, the shopper who enjoys 
the opportunity to meet farmer 
vendors through weekend mar-
kets.

“It’s great to see people doing 
the work and just being entre-
preneurs,” said Henderson. “I 
believe that Black people can 
be whoever they want to be, 
because we can do whatever we 
want to do,” she added.

CATCHING A BUZZ 

Henderson recalled meeting 
with a female beekeeper whose 
son came along to the market 
with her.

“The little 7-year-old boy 
brought me in talking about 
the elderberry-infused honey 
custard,” she said. “I was in awe 
when hearing these stories!”

North Carolina beekeepers 
make up about 12% of the to-
tal population of beekeepers 
across the country, according 
to the Buncombe County Bee-
keepers Club in western North 
Carolina.

Samantha Foxx, owner of 
Mother’s Finest Family Farm, 
2 ½ acres of growing space in 
Winston-Salem, enjoys being a 
Black female beekeeper.

“I saw a lack of representation 
inside of the world,” she said. 
“I’m happy to be part of it. It’s a 
driving force for me.”

Operating a local business in 
Winston-Salem, an hour and a 
half away from Durham, has not 
stopped Foxx from making the 
drive.

Providing access to healthy 
food drives her, too.

“When I see people needing 
food, my color is eliminated 
from the situation,” she said. 

“This should be something that 
everybody has.”

“We really have to love this 
because that’s pretty much 
our whole weekend dedicated 
to serving other people,” she 
added.

APPRECIATING THE BENEFITS

Through farming and agricul-
ture, these Black entrepreneurs 
aim to teach North Carolinians 
that no matter the professions, 
life can be self-sustained and 
self-contained.

“The quality of my life has 
completely changed. I feel 
full of purpose,” Foxx said. “I 
dance around with the beauti-
ful things that I see every day 
and I think this is such a re-
warding life.”

“It’s all what you put into 
it,” added the Bull City baker 
Abdur-Razzaq. 

“Bad days do not determine 
you. Just one good day, maybe 
something exciting happens, 
and it can completely change 
your life.”

“Everything takes a lot of 
work and patience, in order to 
be able to see the rewards,” Jar-
vis said.

Henderson described her 
moment of joy at the dinner 
table when she pulled the knife 
through the chicken she bought 
from farmers, amazed by how 
lean it was compared to what 
the grocery stores offer.

“Oh, look!” she exhaled.

North Carolina Health News 
is an independent, nonpartisan, 
not-for-profit, statewide news 
organization dedicated to cov-
ering all things health care in 
North Carolina. Visit NCHN at 
northcarolinahealthnews.org.

A variety of vegetables and honey syrup are available at the Mother’s Finest Family Farm tent. Chiung-Wei Huang | Carolina Public Press 

Want to Go?
Black Farmers’ Market 

Durham — 1-4 p.m. every second 

Sunday of the month.

• Golden Belt Campus, 930 Franklin 

St.

Raleigh — 1-4 p.m. every fourth 

Sunday of the month.

• Southeast Raleigh YMCA, 1436 

Rock Quarry Road.



ACROSS
1. Pairs
5. Casual 

greetings
8. Gourmet 

cook
12. British noble
13. Drama part
14. Pay 

attention to
15. Preacher
17. Lessen
18. Put
19. Kitchen 

alcovew
21. Buffet
23. Touch 

lightly
24. Stone or 

Bronze
26. Moreover
28. Winter 

jacket
32. Charged 

particles
34. Kitty’s foot
36. Beard 

material
37. Game of 

chance
39. TKO caller
41. Squid squirt

42. Have 
creditors

44. Source of 
fiber

46. Hungry one’s 
request

50. Direct
53. Excited
54. Carefully
56. High wind
57. Distinct time
58. Organ of 

smell
59. Does 

arithmetic
60. Society miss
61. Gibbons and 

gorillas

DOWN
1. Sub, for one
2. Lament
3. Decoration
4. Pizza piece
5. Stetson, e.g.
6. Froze
7. Peel
8. Black-

spotted cat
9. Make warm
10. Toward the 

rising sun

11. Liberate
16. ____ belt
20. Snooze
22. Cut
24. Feel poorly
25. Thick stuff
27. Rowboat 

propeller
29. Sky water
30. Relatives
31. Noah’s 

transport
33. Larry, Curly, 

and Moe
35. Spider’s 

handiwork
38. Hold title to
40. Kermit the 

____
43. Sharpened
45. Sports 

building
46. Long 

narrative
47. Darn!
48. Very chilly
49. Father
51. Otherwise
52. Bread grains
55. Apprehend

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

ARIES: You might decide to change your 
car on a whim. Just remember to be pa-
tient and negotiate a good price; the seller 
will eventually make you an ever better 
offer. At work, your team will offer to sup-
port you if you’re overwhelmed.

TAURUS: As you calculate your budget, 
you’ll rea lize you can afford to indulge 
in a few more luxuries, perhaps in the 
form of a vacation or two. Professionally, 
changes will prove quite profitable if you 
can overcome your fear of change. 

GEMINI: You need to make changes in 
your relationships, both at home and at 
work. Wait a few days for your emotions 
to calm down before you take action. 
Some decisions need time; acting on a 
whim isn’t always the best approach.

CANCER: You may be influenced by those 
closest to you to spoil yourself. You’ll 
decide to give yourself a makeover and 
follow the advice of a specialist. By reduc-
ing your anxiety, you’ll automatically find 
yourself in better health.

LEO: You’ll find yourself in the spotlight for 
one reason or another. You’ll be in charge 
of a group that might well pay tribute to 
you, or at least offer you warm congratu-
lations. A promotion isn’t too far off.

VIRGO: You’ll consider buying property if 
your fa mily undergoes one or more chang-
es.  You may hear of a birth among your 
relatives, which will delight you. Try to be 
more de licate with certain sensitive people.

LIBRA: You’ll have a lot of conversations. 

Even at work, you’ll find yourself in the 
middle of a great discussion. This will al-
low you to expand your social circle and 
network of professional connections. New 
friendships will lead to great adventures.

SCORPIO: You’ll finally get out of a com-
plicated financial situation. You’ll master 
the art of persuasive speech and convince 
some people to follow you. In love, com-
munication is essential if you want your 
emotional con nection to thrive.

SAGITTARIUS: You’ll need to make a 
decision without ha ving access to all the 
necessary information. Try to rely on your 
good judgement. And above all, avoid 
long-term payments whenever possible so 
as not to add to your financial strain.

CAPRICORN: You could receive a great of-
fer in your professional life. Take the time 
to discuss it with your loved ones before 
you accept, even if it’s your dream job. Af-
fection will magically appear as soon as 
your world is ready for it.

AQUARIUS: You’ll have your eyes glued 
to your social networks. It’s a good idea 
to include your significant other more in 
your various activities to rekindle the pas-
sion between you. At work, your whole 
team will rely on your experience.

PISCES: The phone is ringing off the hook; 
sometimes clients will be in dire need of your 
service, other times your loved ones will be 
looking for you. Your efficiency is what makes 
you so highly sought after. If you’re single, 
you’ll find love when you stop looking for it.

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!
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on the homers by Freeman 
and Zavala. Rodriguez had 
allowed just one home run 
over his first 22 games dat-
ing back to the 2019 season 
before allowing two in Sun-
day’s loss.

Relievers Nate Peden 
and James Meeker fol-
lowed Rodriguez, with 
Peden allowing two runs 

over three innings and 
Meeker turning in another 
scoreless appearance. 
Peden allowed the two 
sixth inning runs, but 
stayed in through the 
seventh before leaving in 
the eighth. Meeker then 
entered and left an inher-
ited runner on base before 
working a scoreless ninth. 

Meeker has now ap-
peared in 10 games with 

the Mudcats and has still 
yet to allow an earned run. 
The right-handed throw-
ing Meeker owns a 0.00 
ERA over 15 innings with 
Carolina and has only al-
lowed two unearned runs 
this season.

The loss dropped Caro-
lina to three games behind 
the Wood Ducks in the 
Low-A East Central Divi-
sion standings. 

Carolina finished the 
home schedule at 40-20, 
but went 40-19 when play-
ing at Five-County Sta-
dium. The Mudcats had a 
postponement earlier in 
the year that forced them 
to play as the home team 
once in Fayetteville in late 
June. Carolina lost that 
game, thus resulting in 
its 40-20 mark at home in 
2021. 

Mudcats: Finished home schedule at 40-20
continued from page 1B

Ladybirds stay winless, 
fall to Louisburg

Win No. 1 of the 2021 season still 
awaited the Southern Nash High 

varsity volleyball team after the La-
dybirds were halted by visiting Lou-
isburg in a 25-16, 25-11, 25-7 verdict 
on Sept. 7.

Southern Nash fell to 0-5 overall 
and 0-3 within the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference.

Sophomore middle blocker Tabatha 
Tomaszewski had a pair of blocks for 
Southern Nash as sophomore Taylor 
Keen contributed a pair of kills.

Louisburg remained unbeaten in 
Big East play at 3-0 and sat at 6-1 
overall.

continued from page 1B

Roundup: Varsity volleyball remains winless

We don’t have to be pawns falling for political bluster
In the 

game of 
chess, the 
pawn is 
the lowli-
est piece 
in the 
game. 
In life, a 
pawn is a 

person used by others for 
their own purposes. Most 
folks don’t even know 
when they are being ma-
nipulated like pawns. 

We see this manipula-
tion in business, religion, 
education and among 
family. We know it is also 
coming from foreign ac-

tors, so-called “friends” 
employing social media. 
Instead of employing log-
ic, facts or the rightness of 
their positions to convince 
us, manipulation is often 
an easier route. 

The louder, more bom-
bastic, accusatory and 
demanding a politician 
is, the more media atten-
tion he or she receives. 
The media loves colorful, 
talkative interviews. The 
louder politicians are and 
the more frequently they 
say something, the more 
likely it is to be accepted 
as truth. 

Here are some current 
North Carolina examples:

Topic: History in public 
schools. 

For too long, our schools 
have failed to teach ac-
curately about slavery, the 
1898 Wilmington race ri-
ots, Jim Crow laws, eugen-
ics and racism. Why? 

The pivot: This drivel is 
coming from a bunch of 
liberals who just want to 
make white children feel 
bad about themselves by 
teaching critical race theo-

ry. Besides, we don’t trust 
teachers to teach this.

Result: The discussion 
about teaching our state’s 
actual history is diverted 
and delayed.

Topic: Improved educa-
tion outcomes.

Our state’s education 
outcomes are unaccept-
able. Too many high 
school graduates aren’t 
prepared for college or 
for the workplace. Why 
can’t we make significant 
gains? 

The pivot: We won’t get 
better outcomes until law-
makers improve education 
funding, especially paying 
teachers more. 

Result: Instead of 
concrete ways to get im-
proved results, the topic 
becomes all about money. 

Topic: Medicaid expan-
sion.

Thirty-eight states have 
expanded Medicaid. 
North Carolina could 
expand Medicaid and pro-
vide health insurance to 
500,000 more citizens. The 
federal government would 
pay 90% of the cost. Why 

not expand Medicaid?
The pivot: Medicaid is 

a broken system, and the 
feds are liable to stop the 
funding. Besides, our state 
has a history of cost over-
runs for Medicaid.

Result: Instead of ways 
to improve the health of 
more people, the discus-
sion is diverted to the pro-
gram and funding. 

Another common and 
more sinister technique is 
the scare tactic. If some-
one can make us afraid 
and tell us who is to blame 
for a problem, he or she 
can divide us. Distrustful 
and divided people can be 
easily manipulated. 

Here’s just one example:
The scare: Immigration.
We can’t let all these im-

migrants come into North 
Carolina because they 
will take our jobs, soak up 
public benefits and com-
mit crimes.

Result: History is full of 
demagogues who scare 
people into following 
them. Their disciples often 
repeat these scare tactics 
on social media and else-

where.
How do we avoid be-

coming pawns? First, ask 
a lot of questions and be a 
bit skeptical. What is the 
purpose or motive of the 
speaker? Who gains and 
who loses? Does it unite 
or divide us? Will it make 
us a better state or nation? 
Does it make you feel em-
powered or manipulated? 

Seek out the facts. Get 
opinions from sources to 
whom you don’t normally 
listen. Hear what they are 
saying and measure their 
responses against your 
own common sense and 
experience. 

If enough of us start ask-
ing serious questions, we 
might see when we are 
being misled. If you find 
agreement with others 
you respect, new unions 
can make change. We 
don’t have to be pawns.

Tom Campbell is a North 
Carolina Hall of Fame 
broadcaster and columnist 
who has covered North 
Carolina public policy is-
sues since 1965. 

TOM 
CAMPBELL
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