
Mayoral hopeful 

apologizes to 

developer

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A mayoral 
candidate outlined his plans 
for the town and made a public 
apology for disparaging text 
messages during a Sunday 
speech at Depot Park.

Kyle Pritchard spent about 25 
minutes laying out his strategy 
to improve Spring Hope if he’s 
elected Nov. 2. He is running 
against town Commissioner 
Prudence Wilkins.

Buddy Gwaltney, mayor for 
20 years, decided not to run for 
another term.

Pritchard said he’s made mis-
takes, including insulting Erader 
Mills, a local developer, in July 
text messages to Commissioner 
Brent Cone that The Enterprise 
obtained from town officials 
through a public records request.

In the texts and in a follow-up 
interview with The Enterprise, 
Pritchard said homes Mills built 
showed a lack of vision and 
were bringing down the town. 
However, Pritchard apologized 
for those comments Sunday.

Pritchard applauded Mills 
for continuing to build houses 
during the recession and allow-
ing people in need to rent the 
homes. Mills wasn’t among the 
small crowd at the speech and 
couldn’t be reached for com-
ment afterward.

Mills attended the August 
town board meeting, but didn’t 
speak during time reserved for 
public comment. 

Pritchard said he will make 
more mistakes, but success 
can’t be reached if someone is 
afraid to fail.

As far as his plans, Pritchard 
said his top priority is improv-
ing Spring Hope’s water supply. 
The town had main line breaks 
in May that meant no water for 

residents for a couple of days.
Pritchard said he’s been 

learning about the town’s infra-
structure every day.

The town needs new busi-
nesses, but not at the expense 
of businesses that have been 
here for years, Pritchard said, 
adding that he spent a decade 
in Goldsboro where he served 
on the city’s travel and tourism 
board engaged in economic de-
velopment, gaining real-world, 
hands-on experience that can’t 
be learned in a classroom.

Pritchard, a Nashville native, 
said he knows some Spring 
Hope residents see him as an 
outsider, but maybe new ideas 
are needed. He’s lived in town 

before, and his wife is a Spring 
Hope native.

“I want to protect Spring 
Hope, not change it into some-
thing different,” Pritchard said.

Pritchard’s speech received 
a minor interruption when a 
town police officer told him he 
didn’t have a permit for ampli-
fied sound equipment and had 
to turn it off.

Pritchard complied and con-
tinued his speech without a mi-
crophone and speakers.

Police Chief Nathan Gant told 
The Enterprise after the speech 
that the department received a 
complaint of a noise violation, 
so the officer acted quickly to 
prevent any illegal activity.

Once Gant learned of the situ-
ation, he checked the relevant 
town ordinance and read that a 
permit isn’t required for ampli-
fied sound on public property.

“I instructed the officer to 
notify (Pritchard) to continue 
on with the amplified sound but 
the town hall would have to ad-
dress the issue of usage of town/
library electrical usage since 
this was not a police matter and 
would have to be approved by 
the town hall,” Gant said.

When the officer told 
Pritchard he could turn on the 
equipment, Pritchard had only 
a minute of his speech left. He 
concluded his remarks without 
amplification. 
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License revoked? Prosecutors can help
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Residents in 
Nash, Edgecombe and Wilson 
counties who lost their driver’s 
license because they couldn’t 
afford to pay fines may be able 
to see their driving privilege 
restored under a new program 
launched by the district attor-

ney’s office.
With assistance 

from the N.C. Pro 
Bono Resource 
Center, District At-
torney Robert Ev-
ans has initiated a 
driver’s license res-
toration program to 

assist tri-county residents whose 
inability to pay fines resulted in 
driver’s license suspensions.

Residents who received long-
term suspensions stemming 
from low-level driving infrac-
tions may qualify for court or-
ders in their cases that remove 
unpaid fines as an obstacle to 
license restoration, according 
to information from the District 
Attorney’s Office for the 8th 
Prosecutorial District.

In partnership with the elected 
clerks of court and judges in 

Nash, Edgecombe and Wilson 
counties, the DA’s office has al-
ready been successful in gaining 
relief for more than 2,500 driv-
ers living in the three counties 
that comprise Evans’ prosecuto-
rial district.

The relief will help with re-
storing valid driver’s license 
status. The program is sched-
uled to continue throughout the 
rest of the year, according to 

Assistant District Attorney Tra-
vis Ellis, who spearheaded the 
program.

Anyone who has received re-
lief as part of this program will 
receive notification by mail.

Residents can visit www.
ncfairchance.org and click on 
“Restore Your Driver’s License” 
to find out if they are already 
scheduled for license restora-
tion.

Evans

Nash sees 
spike in new 
virus cases
By Lindelll J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
saw nearly 500 new coronavi-
rus cases in a single week this 
month. 

From Sept. 7-13, the Nash 
County Health Department 
reported 490 new COVID-19 
cases, bringing the county’s 
total count to 13,501 cases and 
208 deaths since the pandemic 
began in March 2020, according 
to information provided by Je-
rome Garner, the health depart-
ment’s public health education 
specialist and public informa-
tion officer.

Thirty people were hospital-
ized for coronavirus at Nash 
UNC Health Care as of Sept. 13.

The number of Nash County 
residents vaccinated with at 
least one dose is 49,911, or 53% 
of the county’s population.

Word Tabernacle Church’s 
Impact Center in Rocky Mount 
was scheduled to hold a vac-
cination clinic on Tuesday with 
$100 cash cards offered on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

The Edgecombe County 
Health Department provided the 
cash cards. Edgecombe County 
has a vaccination rate of 38%.

Impact Center health and 
wellness center director Christy 
Arnold said the clinic’s goal is to 
encourage people to get the CO-
VID-19 vaccine due to a surge in 
cases of the virus’ delta variant. 

“People have been reluctant 
in the past to get the COVID-19 
vaccine because of a lack of 
knowledge and misconcep-
tions,” said Christy Arnold of 
the Impact Center. “Now, they’re 
seeing the vaccinations are 
working.”

For more data, visit the N.C. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services COVID-19 Dash-
board at https://covid19.ncdhhs.
gov/dashboard.

For COVID-19 vaccination 
information, visit https://nash-
countync.gov/731/COVID-19-In-
formation.

CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Deputies find fugitive hiding under home
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

MIDDLESEX — Authorities 
say they’ve captured a south-
ern Nash County fugitive who 
eluded them twice before, once 
by crawling under his home.

Brooks Michael Driver, 42, 
faces charges of first-degree 

burglary, larceny of a firearm, 
possession of a firearm by a 
felon, felony probation violation 
for being out of the county and 
being a habitual felon.

He escaped arrest two weeks 
ago by crawling under his 
home, according to authorities.

“Driver fled from us a few 
days ago because he didn’t want 
to go to jail for the multiple 

outstanding warrants against 
him,” said Chief Deputy Bran-
don Medina of the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office.

A team that included depu-
ties from the Special Response 
Team, Narcotics Unit, Criminal 
Investigations and Patrol divi-
sions tracked down Driver and 

Nash County 
sheriff’s 
deputies 
surround 
a home on 
Driver Road 
outside 
Middlesex 
to capture a 
wanted man 
who they say 
escaped them 
twice before. 
Contributed 

photo
See FUGITIVE, Page 2A

Pritchard stumps at Depot Park

Spring Hope mayoral candidate Kyle Pritchard apologizes to local developer Erader Mills on Sunday for 
comments he made in text messages. Pritchard’s speech lasted around 25 minutes and included his plans 
for the town if he’s elected. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

“I want to protect Spring Hope, not change it into something di!erent.”

KYLE PRITCHARD, Spring Hope mayoral candidate



UNIDENTIFIED

Who was the man with sad hazel eyes?
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

RALEIGH — A man 
with sad hazel eyes 
checked into a downtown 
hotel under an assumed 
name, died in his room 
and hasn’t been identified 
in nearly three decades.

When signing the hotel 
registry, the hazel-eyed 
man initially wrote “Ca,” 
then erased the two letters 
and scribbled in the ficti-
tious name Brian Stillwell.

Authorities believe “Ca” 
to be the beginning of 
the hazel-eyed man’s real 
name. The Stillwell alias 
he used ultimately led de-
tectives nowhere.

The hazel-eyed man 
paid in cash Dec. 8, 1994, 
for a two-day stay at the 

Holiday Inn on Hillsbor-
ough Street. His body was 
found on Dec. 10, 1994.

Hotel employees don’t 
remember seeing him 
after he checked in, and 
said the only thing really 
memorable about him was 
his sad eyes, according to 
archived news reports.

Police responded to find 
tape around the inside of 
the room door, vent, elec-
trical outlets, sliding glass 
door and windows. The 
bathroom door was taped 
from the inside as well, 
according to information 
from the Doe Network, 
a volunteer-run interna-
tional clearinghouse for 

unidentified and missing 
persons.

Police found a propane 
tank lying on the bath-
room floor with a hose 
leading up to a black plas-
tic bag taped around the 
hazel-eyed man’s head. 
His body was in the bath-
tub, all part of an apparent 
elaborate suicide.

Police found a wallet 
containing $142 in cash 
but no identification of 
any kind.

Washed ashore, un-
earthed in shallow graves, 
stumbled upon in the 
woods, discovered in 
abandoned houses, killed 
on busy roads and located 
in rivers, ponds and along 
railroad tracks, more than 
100 bodies remain uniden-
tified in North Carolina. 
This is one of their stories.

Medical examiners 
estimated the hazel-eyed 
man’s age to be between 
55 and 65. He was white, 
stood 5 feet, 11 inches tall 
and weighed 223 pounds. 
He had brown and gray 
hair with partial baldness 
on the top of his head. He 
wore prescription glasses.

Medical examiners 
described the hazel-eyed 
man as barrel-chested 
with small scars on his 
anterior right forearm and 
an old surgical scar on 
the lower right abdomen 
where his appendix had 
been removed. He was un-
circumcised.

The hazel-eyed man 
wore removable dentures. 
His fingerprint card is 
available for comparison 
at the Raleigh Police De-
partment.

His clothing and per-
sonal items included 
khaki work slacks; a white 
shirt with fine olive-green 
stripes and a handkerchief 
in the breast pocket; and 
a gold corduroy hat. He 
wasn’t wearing under-
clothes. 

Investigators didn’t find 
any abandoned vehicles 
in the hotel parking lot or 
surrounding area. Detec-
tives checked with taxi 
drivers, but no one re-
membered giving a ride to 
the hazel-eyed man.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the case can 
call the Raleigh Police De-
partment at 919-996-3335. 
The agency case num-
ber is 055310. The case 
number in the National 
Missing and Unidentified 
System is 2788.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series exam-
ining the more than 120 
cases of unidentified hu-
man remains discovered 
in North Carolina. News 
Editor Lindell J. Kay 
produces each install-
ment for The Enterprise 
of Spring Hope and other 
Restoration NewsMedia 
newspapers.
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surrounded his home on Driver Road 
outside Middlesex, Medina said on social 
media.

On a previous occasion, Driver carved 
a hole in the floor of his back bedroom 
and crawled away while deputies were 
at his front door. On Sept. 15, deputies 
apprehended Driver in the crawlspace of 
his home, according to authorities.

Deputies took Driver to the Nash 
County Detention Center, where he re-
ceived a $162,000 bond.

“Wanted individuals think they can 
evade the Nash County Sheriff’s Office, 
and on occasion, they do for a few mo-
ments,” Medina said. “We like for them 
to think they were able to get away and 
get comfortable wherever they lay their 
head.”

Brooks Michael Driver is taken into custody 
after officials say the Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office caught him hiding under his home 
near Middlesex. Contributed photo

continued from page 1A

Fugitive: Held on a $162,000 bond

This unidentified man 
checked into a downtown 
Raleigh hotel and died in 
his room in December 1994. 
Contributed photo  

Police investigate store shooting
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police are asking for the 
public’s help to solve an 
early Sunday convenience 
store shooting.

Officers responded to 
a 4:50 a.m. shooting with 
injury call at the Shell 
Food Mart, 1350 W. Ra-
leigh Blvd., said Cpl. Ricky 

Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

“When officers arrived, 
they located an adult 
male who had suffered 
a gunshot wound to the 
neck,” Jackson said. “He 
was transported to Vidant 
Medical Center in Green-
ville in stable condition.”

The shooting is under 
investigation by the de-
partment’s Criminal In-
vestigation Division.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the shooting 
is asked to call the Rocky 
Mount Police Department 
at 252-972-1411 or Twin 
Counties CrimeStoppers 
at 252-977-1111.

Mother, boyfriend charged in infant overdose death
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — A moth-
er and her boyfriend face 
manslaughter charges 
after authorities say the 
woman’s infant child died 
from swallowing oxyco-
done pills. 

Nashville police officers 
responded to 220 Rich-
ardson Court around 9:30 
p.m. Sept. 7 and helped 
Nashville firefighters and 
Nash County EMS medics 
render CPR to a 1-year-old 
infant and a 4-year-old 
child, Police Chief An-

thony Puckett 
said Sept. 13. 

Both chil-
dren were 
taken to 
Nash UNC 
Health Care 
for further 
treatment, 
and both were 

later transferred to Vidant 
Medical Center in Green-
ville, Puckett said. Police 
notified the Nash County 
Department of Social Ser-
vices and social workers 
assisted in the investiga-
tion.

“The investigation re-
vealed that oxycodone 

was on the 
bed within 
reach of both 
children and 
the children 
accidentally 
ingested the 
drug,” Puck-
ett said. “The 

mother’s boyfriend was 
interviewed and subse-
quently charged with the 
following criminal charges 
on the date of the inci-
dent.”

Kameron Daekwon 
Harris-Brooks of Great 
Laurel Road in Charlotte 
was charged with posses-
sion with intent to sell and 

deliver a Schedule II con-
trolled substance and two 
counts of misdemeanor 
child abuse. He received a 
$225,000 secured bond.

The infant died two days 
later.

“We are sending prayers 
for the older child who is 
currently in stable condi-
tion and the families of 
all involved,” Puckett said 
last week. 

After the infant’s death, 
investigators consulted 
with the district attor-
ney’s office and charges 
for Harris-Brooks were 
upgraded to involuntary 
manslaughter, posses-

sion with intent to sell 
and deliver a Schedule II 
controlled substance and 
child endangerment.

Harris-Brooks was ini-
tially charged with two 
counts of child endanger-
ment. The count for the in-
fant has been upgraded to 
involuntary manslaughter, 
and Harris-Brooks’ bond 
increased to $260,000.

After consulting with 
prosecutors, police also 
charged the children’s 
mother, Jorese Howard. 

Howard, of Richardson 
Court, is charged with 
involuntary manslaughter, 
child endangerment and 

possession with intent to 
sell and deliver a Schedule 
II controlled substance. 
She received a $50,000 se-
cured bond.

Harris-Brooks currently 
has pending criminal 
charges of larceny of a 
firearm and possession of 
a firearm by a convicted 
felon. He was out of jail on 
$100,000 secured bond.

Harris-Brooks has previ-
ous convictions for break-
ing and entering, larceny, 
breaking and entering of a 
motor vehicle, conspiracy 
to commit robbery with a 
dangerous weapon and a 
probation violation.

Harris-
Brooks

Howard

Rocky Mount’s Martini Chiropratic Center celebrates 20 years in business 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Martini Chiropractic 

Center has been helping 
patients for 20 years.

Dr. Dale Martini said he 
opened his office in 2001 
to offer his patients quality 
care in a kind and wel-

coming setting. 
Martini focuses on the 

musculoskeletal system, 
especially the spine, but 
also offers acupuncture, 
laser therapy and muscle 

rehabilitation services.
“When I first opened, 

most of my patients came 
here because they had 
been in an accident,” Mar-
tini said. “Now, people re-
alize that all of the servic-
es I offer support a healthy 
and happy lifestyle. I’ve 
never been busier.” 

Martini said he chose to 
locate his practice 988 N. 

Winstead Ave. 
because of its 
proximity to 
Interstate 95 
and U.S. 64 re-
alizing that as 
the city grew, 
so would his 
practice.

“Rocky Mount has been 
the perfect location,” Mar-
tini said. “I expect to be 

here for another 20 years.”
To celebrate two decades 

in business, Martini Chi-
ropractic Center recently 
hosted an open house for 
patients, business partners 
and vendors.

To find out more about 
chiropractic or acupunc-
ture services, visit www.
martinichiropractic.com 
or call 252-443-5177.

Martini
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

“I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

PRAYER: Dear God, remind us to trust in you and remain positive in 

the face of change. Keep us on the path of righteousness as we work to 

accomplish the goals you have set for us. Amen.

Spring Hope should 
correct blunder 
with rezoning

What’s the good of having a zoning ordinance if 
town commissioners and the town manager aren’t 
willing to follow it?

That’s the lingering question raised over the 
illegal zoning the Spring Hope town board 
approved over the summer when in a burst of 
misguided enthusiasm, it rezoned 74 acres of 
undeveloped land off N.C. 581 above the town 
limits from residential-agricultural, RA, to high-
density R-8 despite a clear statement within the 
zoning ordinance that the R-8 zone “shall not be 

used in newer areas.”
A developer asked for the rezoning so he could build as many 

as 200 $200,000 homes on tiny 8,000-square-foot lots, generating 
additional profit for him and more taxes for the town. 

Commissioners couldn’t approve it fast enough without giving 
a second thought — or maybe even the first thought — whether 
such a crowded subdivision was desirable or even sustainable.

When the town’s land use plan was developed and zoning 
adopted, town officials and residents acknowledged the 
original town was densely packed in core neighborhoods, 
but they wanted new residential neighborhoods to have 
more breathing space. The R-8 zone was a legacy zone 
to “provide for older in-town neighborhoods which have 
developed at this density.” The minimum single-family 
residential lot for the future was to be R-15 with lots at least 
15,000 square feet in size.

There are good land use reasons why the town shouldn’t 
promote more high-density neighborhoods with single homes 
on dinky lots. And the ordinance has other zones and tools 
that allow for homes on smaller lots under carefully controlled 
development, such as apartments, duplexes and townhouses.

But that’s a larger argument for another time. What’s important 
now is that the town board, through the combined negligence of 
the town manager and the planning board, could not do what it 
did.

The town’s land use plan is an evolving document, reviewed 
every decade or so, and town officials are required to consider it 
in their zoning decisions but legally may disregard it if they want 
something different.

The problem for town officials is that the prohibitions they 
ignored are actually included within the ordinance, not just the 
land use plan. They can change the law with due process, but 
they can’t ignore it.

And the town didn’t just ignore the law, its rezoning decision 
smashed it. It wasn’t a tiny little tweak, an adjustment or 
variance to smooth out a current R-8 in-town district. Our town 
leaders rezoned a huge piece of property outside town limits 
altogether, extending an undesirable zone into an area yet to be 
annexed.

It was a boneheaded move, especially since legal and proper 
alternatives for smaller lot development are available, but my 
concern now is that the error needs to be corrected before 
any development begins, causing potential legal and financial 
damage.

What needs to happen, quickly, is that the town board 
reconsiders and retracts its rezoning before the developer invests 
time and money in designing a subdivision that should never be 
approved. That’s not fair to the developer.

Commissioners should send the request back to the planning 
board for its reconsideration. The proper action then, if the 
developer still wants to develop single-family houses, is for the 
planning board to recommend and town board approve a change 
to the R-15 zone. And it should be a “duh” moment for the town to 
make sure that all new residential rezoning avoid the R-8 zone in 
the future.

Longer term, Spring Hope commissioners need to hire a new 
town manager better capable of interpreting and enforcing the 
zoning ordinance. Proper zoning begins in Town Hall, both 
to ensure the permits are correctly issued and, once issued, to 
ensure development proceeds as promised.

This mess is not the developer’s fault. It just demonstrates how 
town officials need to pay more attention to the details.

No one is blameless. Former Town Manager Jae Kim, who 
favored small lot development, was at fault for proceeding to 
promote something he knew — and admitted — was not proper. 
The planning board should have caught the mistake instead 
of just following Kim’s lead. The town attorney, who definitely 
should have known better, erred in not catching the violation. 
And commissioners should have read their agenda memos and 
asked more questions.

What’s not acceptable now is doing nothing. Not correcting the 
mistake will only compound problems later.

And, worse, sloppy or lax zoning enforcement undermines 
public trust in the system itself. If the public doesn’t believe the 
law is being accurately or fairly followed, what is to stop residents 
from ignoring or evading it themselves? 

Also, while people make mistakes, if we can’t count on our 
elected officials to have the maturity or integrity to correct their 
mistakes, maybe we shouldn’t have elected them in the first 
place. That’s something to think about as November elections 
approach.

And think about this. Spring Hope residents also have a 
responsibility to hold our public officials accountable for their 
actions. The longer this error goes unchecked, maybe more 
voters should make it a campaign issue.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus. 

Bible says a new day is coming
I haven’t 

gotten around 
to reading 
the Book of 
Revelation 
yet, like I said 
I would in a 
recent column. 
Instead, I’m 
back to heading 
through the Old 

Testament, and I’m now into 
Isaiah. 

As you might recall, he 
was a prophet. Through a 
dream, God showed him 
what would happen to Judah 
and Jerusalem if they didn’t 
change their ways.

So far, I’ve read that because 
they have turned away from 
the Almighty, “terrible times 
are coming” (chapter 1, verse 
4). God tells them that He “has 
had enough of their sacrifices” 
(verse 11), and that they will 

pray, but He won’t listen 
(verse 15). They need to “Stop 
doing wrong! Learn to do 
good. Be fair to other people. 
Punish those who hurt others. 
Help the orphans. Stand up 
for the rights of widows” 
(verse 17).

In chapter 2, a headline 
in my Bible is “A Terrible is 
Coming.” God won’t forgive 
them. He will punish people 
who are proud and brag and 
bring them low. 

He will destroy trees, 
mountains, towers, walls and 
ships.

In chapters 3-8, God 
continues his plans for 
punishment for Israel and 
Judah. God will take away 
their food and water and take 
away people such as their 
heroes, judges, counselors 
and skilled craftsmen. They 
will be led by little, foolish 

boys. All proud women value 
will be taken away — their 
hair, their healthy skin and 
their fancy jewelry and nice 
clothes. And on and on.

Finally, the first title in 
chapter 9 reads, “A New Day 
is Coming.” 

I was so pleased when I 
saw that, and I felt like it was 
a personal message to the 
people in this day, too. One 
event Isaiah is told about is the 
birth of Christ and peace.

Life isn’t so great for many 
people in the world today and 
for many folks in the U.S. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is still 
raging, and people are dying. 
There’s political unrest. But 
take comfort in the fact that 
a new day is coming when 
Christ will return!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife. 

Biden’s mandate goes too far 
RALEIGH — I got the 

COVID-19 vaccine shortly after 
it became publicly available. I 
did so because I was persuaded 
that the benefits of vaccination 
far outweighed the risk.

Over the subsequent months, 
the case for vaccination has 
only gotten stronger. While the 
delta variant is easier to spread 
than prior strains, the best-

available evidence is that about one in 5,000 
vaccinated people are testing positive for the 
virus. 

Unvaccinated Americans are nearly five 
times more likely to get infected. More 
importantly, the death rates between 
vaccinated and unvaccinated people are wildly 
disproportionate. The unvaccinated are 10 
times as likely to be hospitalized and 11 times 
as likely to die from COVID-19.

In other words, for the vast majority of 
people eligible for vaccination, saying yes is 
the right answer. It’s the right answer for your 
own health and for your families’ well-being. 
It’s also the right answer to alleviate stress on 
hospitals and medical personnel. There are 
some exceptions. But don’t ask the internet if 
you’re one of them. Ask your doctor.

Although an advocate of vaccination, 
I strongly oppose President Joe Biden’s 
attempt to force private companies to make 
vaccination or weekly testing a condition of 
employment. His order violates fundamental 
principles of federalism and the separation 
of powers. It is also a violation of the statutes 
governing federal rulemaking. And it employs 
a self-defeating argument that vaccines aren’t 
really all that helpful in protecting us from 
serious or deadly cases.

Let’s start with the constitutional case. The 
federal government is one of enumerated 
powers. By contrast, state governments 
possess a generalized “police power” that 
permits (but does not require) the use of 
coercion to accomplish certain public ends. It 
is a long-established principle that states or the 
localities they create can require vaccinations 
in certain situations, such as children enrolling 
in schools (including private ones). The federal 
government lacks such power. Even President 
Biden said in the past that a federal vaccine 
mandate would be neither necessary nor 
proper.

To justify his sudden change of heart, 

Biden is arguing that the federal statutes 
establishing the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration are broad enough to 
allow an order that companies with more than 
100 employees must fire workers who neither 
get vaccinated nor agree to weekly testing. 
More specifically, the president is calling 
for OSHA to issue an emergency temporary 
standard, thus bypassing the standard process 
of hearings and external comments that 
accompany federal rulemaking.

Cato Institute scholar Walter Olson pointed 
out after Biden’s announcement that several 
such standards have been struck down by 
federal courts as overly broad claims of 
unilateral executive authority. 

“If the administration prevails on this issue,” 
wrote George Mason University law professor 
Ilya Somin, “it would set a dangerous 
precedent, and undermine the constitutional 
separation of powers.”

It also relies on the idea that unvaccinated 
workers pose a grave risk to their 
vaccinated coworkers. This is an unwise and 
counterproductive claim. Holdouts are already 
highly skeptical of what politicians say about 
the vaccines — and for good reason. During 
the 2020 presidential campaign, both Kamala 
Harris and Joe Biden expressed doubts about 
the safety and efficacy of the vaccines, in an 
obvious and cynical sop to a Democratic base 
susceptible to anti-Trump conspiracy theories.

Now, as president and vice president, they 
say the vaccines are safe and effective. They’re 
right. But why should skeptics believe them, 
if Biden is also saying that being vaccinated 
isn’t a substantial defense against being 
hospitalized or killed by the virus? 

The reason people should get vaccinated is 
that it will reduce their chances of a COVID 
infection and dramatically reduce their 
chances of suffering or dying from a serious 
bout of the disease. Period.

“The risks of getting any version of the virus 
remain small for the vaccinated,” the New 
York Times reported recently, “and the risks of 
getting badly sick remain minuscule.” 

I believe this is true. In arguing for his 
mandate, Biden contradicted that truth.

John Hood is a John Locke Foundation 
board member and author of the new novel 
“Mountain Folk,” a historical fantasy set during 
the American revolution (MountainFolkBook.
com).
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Steven “Steve”  O’Dell 
Coggin 
Jan 15, 1953 — Sep 13, 2021

ROCKY MOUNT  — Stephen “Steve” O’dell 
Coggins, age 68, passed away on Monday, 

September 13, 2021. 
Born in Onslow 
County, NC on 
January 15, 1953, 
he was the son of 
Hazel Odell Manning 
Coggins, and the late 
Gordon McDonald 
Coggins, Sr.

Steve met his 
wife, Rita at the 
age of 16, when his 
family relocated to 
Washington, NC. 
Though he soon 
returned to Rocky 
Mount, the pair 
remained devoted 
to one another, 

married in 1975, and built a legacy of love as 
they raised their girls in his hometown. He was 
a dad who spoke softly, but impacted deeply, 
and his daughters were always confident in 
knowing how he loved them and supported their 
dreams. His heart grew exponentially when he 
became a granddad, and it showed in his smile 
anytime he heard one of his grandchildren 
say, “Daddy Steve”.  He would play a game of 
“horse” or checkers, build a wooden train track, 
or play with fairies and “little ponies” with equal 
enthusiasm, enjoyed going on nature walks with 
his family, and always made time for “Krispy 
Kreme Saturdays”. 

Steve followed his daddy into the grocery 
business as a young man, working for many 
years at Big Star in Rocky Mount, and later 
for Byrd’s and Lowe’s Foods of Spring Hope. 
Even after retirement, he worked with D&H 
Marketing until just weeks before his passing. 
Throughout his years of work, he was known 
to be dependable, even-tempered, and fair. He 
could be counted on for a witty remark, and for 
compassion.

Steve was an avid birdwatcher, an interest 
he inherited from his mother, and a squirrel-
trapping enthusiast. He had such fond memories 
of playing ball with the boys in Meadowbrook, 
where he and his brothers made many lifelong 
friends. He also enjoyed watching all levels 
of baseball, from his grandkids, nieces, and 
nephews to the pros. He was an active member 
of the Nash/Edgecombe Pirate Club, attending 
ECU baseball and football games with his wife 
or his brothers each year, and was a die-hard 
Dallas Cowboys fan. 

His was a spirit of giving and service, and 
he shared this spirit freely, particularly in 
retirement. He was a member of the Optimist 
Club and of the Men’s Club at St. Andrew’s 
Church. He enjoyed serving in the Food 
Pantry each Tuesday morning and keeping 
the church playground free of pinecones. He 
was an enthusiastic recycler, inspired by his 
daughter, Stephanie’s passion for environmental 
stewardship. He gave annually to the Thompson 
Children’s Home and consistently to his church. 

Steve is survived by his high school sweetheart 
and wife of 46 years, Rita Modlin Coggins of the 
home; his daughters, Stephanie Coggins Avett 
and her husband, Ryan, of Raleigh, and Christie 
Coggins DeBruhl and her husband, Jay, of Saint 
Augustine, FL; his five adoring grandchildren, 
Paul and Eleanor Avett, of Raleigh, and Jake, 
Lucy, and Eli DeBruhl, of Saint Augustine, FL; 
his mother, Hazel Odell Manning Coggins; 
his beloved siblings, sisters Debbie Coggins 
Gammon and her husband, Barry, of League 
City, TX, and Barbara Coggins Hicks and her 
husband, Al III, of Rocky Mount, his brothers 
Don Coggins and his wife, Annette, of Rocky 
Mount, and Dennis Coggins and his wife, Kay, of 
Nashville; and a host of nieces and nephews, all 
of whom he loved dearly. 

A Celebration of Steve’s Life was held on 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 at 10:00 AM at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 301 S. Circle Drive, 
Rocky Mount, NC  27804 with Rev. George 
Greer officiating.  Inurnment followed the 
service at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Columbarium.  
A visitation followed the service under the oaks 
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the church 
will require masks to be worn when indoors, 
and the family is requesting social distancing be 
practiced throughout the events. 

Flowers are welcome, or memorials may be 
made in Steve’s name to St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church All Saints Fund or Food Pantry, 301 S. 
Circle Drive, Rocky Mount, NC  27804 or online 
at https://www.standrewsrmt.com 

Arrangements entrusted to Wheeler & 
Woodlief Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 
1130 N. Winstead Avenue, Rocky Mount, 
NC 27804.  You may share memories and 
condolences with the family by visiting www.
wheelerwoodlief.com.

OBITUARIES
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Castalia to hold 
chicken plate sale

CASTALIA — The town 
of Castalia’s Fourth of 
July Committee will hold 
a barbecue chicken plate 
sale at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 25, at Town Hall, 
9507 Main St.

Plates will be available 
for $8 each until sold 
out. Proceeds benefit the 
town’s annual Indepen-
dence Day celebration. 
For more information, 
call Town Clerk Marlita 
S. Thompson at 252-459-
3668.

Harvest festival 
planned 

WENDELL — The 
93rd annual Wendell 
Harvest Festival is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 2, in downtown 
Wendell. The event is 
hosted by the Wendell 
Chamber of Commerce.

The day kicks off with 
a parade at 10 a.m. and 
is followed by a welcome 
and heroes presentation 

at 11 a.m. The stage per-
formances and the Kids 
Village games and activi-
ties will run until 5 p.m. 
Vendors and food trucks 
will be on site from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. The Brickhouse 
Band of Raleigh will hold 
a concert from 6-9.

For more information, 
visit www.wendellcham-
ber.com/wendell-harvest-
festival or follow @wen-
dellchamberofcommerce 
on Facebook.

Spring Hope 
candidate 
forum slated

SPRING HOPE — The 
Enterprise is set to host a 
forum for the town’s nine 
candidates in this year’s 
municipal election. The 
question-and-answer ses-
sion is scheduled for 6 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7, at 
the Spring Hope Commu-
nity Building, 104 Com-
munity St.

Each candidate for the 
mayor’s chair and Board 
of Commissioners seats 

have tentatively agreed 
to attend. Candidates can 
designate a surrogate to 
speak on their behalf if a 
schedule conflict prevents 
their participation.

Newcomer Kyle 
Pritchard and Prudence 
Wilkins, a sitting town 
commissioner, face each 
other for mayor.

Seven candidates are 
running for three open 
seats on the town board. 
Incumbents Brent Cone, 
Drew Griffin and Ricky 
Tucker will compete with 
newcomers Dap Dunston, 
Jason Himmelright, Tony 
Jefferys and Eric Gainey 
to serve as commissioners 
in the Nov. 2 election.

Meal program 
seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash 
County Senior Services is 
seeking volunteers for the 
agency’s home-delivered 
meal program in Spring 
Hope, Bailey and the West 
Mount area.

The program delivers a 
hot, nutritious lunchtime 

meal for seniors on 10 
routes within Nash Coun-
ty. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and underlying 
medical conditions, sev-
eral volunteers have been 
unable to participate. 
Organizers are seeking 
adults without chronic 
health conditions and CO-
VID-19 risk factors who 
are available from 9:30-11 
a.m. at least one week-
day each week to deliver 
meals. Depending on the 
route, meal deliveries 
take roughly half an hour 
to an hour.

Prospective volunteers 
or people with questions 
can call Senior Services 
Coordinator Wendy Perry 
at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
listings are published as a 
public service of The En-
terprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday 
for each Wednesday’s 
edition. Email listings to 
cfriedman@wilsontimes.
com with “Community 
Calendar” in the subject 
line.

Steven “Steve”  O’Dell 
Coggin 

Wendell Museum reverse raffle slated Thursday
The Wake Weekly

WENDELL — The Wendell 
Historical Society’s annual $10,000 
reverse raffle is scheduled for 
Thursday, Sept. 23.

The raffle is the primary 
fundraiser for the Wendell Museum, 
which is expected to open by year’s 
end. As last year, the raffle will be 
virtual, with the drawing held in 

East Wake TV’s studio.
Tickets are $100 for a one-in-265 

chance of winning $10,000. In 
addition, every 25th ticket drawn 
will receive $100. Each ticket comes 
with two barbecue dinners, catered 
by White Swan of Smithfield; 
pickup only from 5-6:30 p.m. at the 
Wendell Museum, 122 W. Second St.

The raffle is scheduled for 7 p.m. 

and can be viewed three ways: 
Spectrum Cable 22, East Wake 
TV on YouTube, or the Wendell 
Historical Society Facebook page.

Tickets are available online at 
wendellhistoricalsociety.com and 
also from Baynes & Co., 3910 
Wendell Blvd.; Universal Chevrolet, 
114 N. Main St.; and The General 
Store, 28 N. Main St., all in Wendell. 

Elections board: Mass mailings coming
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — Voter advocacy and 
political organizations have begun 
to send mass mailings to voters and 
prospective voters across North 
Carolina as the 2021 municipal 
election season approaches.

The N.C. State Board of 
Elections says it welcomes efforts 
to engage voters and promote 
voter participation, but officials 
recognize that many mailings 
come unsolicited and can be 
confusing to some recipients.

North Carolina election officials 
wish to remind voters of the 
following:

• The State Board of Elections 
and county boards of elections 
rarely send mass mailings.

• People with questions or 
concerns about a mailing should 
contact the organization responsible 
for it. Some mailings will include the 
organization’s contact information, 
as well as “unsubscribe” 
information, allowing voters to opt 

out of future mailings.
• The state board encourages all 

voters to routinely check their voter 
registration status and details using 
the Voter Search tool online.

• For information about 
registering to vote in North 
Carolina, visit the “Registering” 
section at NCSBE.gov.

• Regular voter registration 
deadline for the Nov. 2 municipal 
elections is Oct. 8. Residents who 
miss this deadline can register during 
early voting through same-day 
registration at an early voting site, if 
the municipality permits absentee-
by-mail and in-person early voting. 
Confirm in advance with your county 
board of elections.

As an example of such mailings, 
in the coming days, private 
organizations called the Voter 
Participation Center and the Center 
for Voter Information are sending 
about 400,000 voter registration 
mailings to certain North Carolina 
residents that are scheduled to 
begin arriving around Wednesday. 

The registration mailings 
will contain voter registration 
applications and information for 
unregistered voters. According to 
the groups, the mailings will go to 
unregistered young people who will 
be eligible to vote in the upcoming 
elections for the first time, to voters 
who have recently moved and have 
not re-registered or updated their 
voter registration records and to 
others who are unregistered in the 
voting-age population.

Election officials encourage 
recipients with questions about the 
mailings to contact these groups 
directly. Voters may contact the 
VPC at 877-255-6750 and the CVI 
at 866-290-1599.

For those who wish to be 
removed from the mailing lists, 
each letter will have a code near 
the bottom that can be emailed 
to the VPC or CVI for automatic 
removal. The email addresses are 
unsubscribe@voterparticipation.
org and unsubscribe@
centerforvoterinformation.org. 

Health officials urge flu vaccinations 
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — Public 
health officials with the 

N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices are urging North 
Carolinians to protect 

themselves, their families 
and those around them by 
getting vaccinated against 
influenza as the state 
enters flu season while 
experiencing a surge of 
COVID-19 caused by the 
delta variant.

“COVID-19 is still 
here, still sending North 
Carolinians to the hos-
pital with severe illness 
and still causing deaths. 
As flu season begins, we 
all need to do what we 
can to be as healthy as 
possible,” said Dr. Eliza-
beth Tilson, NCDHHS 
state health director and 
chief medical officer. “It 
is critically important to 
get your flu vaccine and 
your COVID-19 vaccine. 
Flu can be a serious and 
sometimes deadly dis-
ease. Getting vaccinated 
can prevent you from 
getting ill and keep you 
from needing a hospital 
bed.”

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention recommends flu 
vaccination for everyone 
6 months and older with 
any licensed, age-appro-
priate flu vaccine. Vac-
cination against the flu 
can make illness milder 
and reduce the risk of 

more serious outcomes, 
making it especially 
important for those at 
higher risk of complica-
tions, such as people over 
65, children younger than 
5, pregnant women and 
those with certain medi-
cal conditions such as 
asthma, diabetes, heart 
disease or obesity. 

Some of those same 
groups are also at high 
risk of complications 
from COVID-19.

Flu vaccinations are 
available at hospitals, 
pharmacies, private medi-
cal offices, some feder-
ally qualified health care 
centers and local health 
departments. COVID-19 
vaccines may now be 
administered at the same 
time as other vaccines, 
including the flu vaccine, 
for those who need both. 

In North Carolina, flu 
infections are most com-
mon from late fall to early 
spring, with activity usu-
ally peaking in January or 
February. 

COVID-19 and flu 
symptoms are similar, so 
individuals who feel ill 
should call ahead before 
going to a doctor’s office, 
local health department 
or urgent care clinic. 



By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818

WILSON — The clos-
est fair to southern Nash 
County returns this week 
following a pandemic-
induced hiatus in 2020. 

“We need it. The world 
needs it,” said Debbie 
Hill, Wilson County Fair-
grounds manager. 

The fair opened Tuesday 
and runs through Sunday 
at the fairgrounds on U.S. 
301 South.

“In 2019, we had a fabu-
lous fair — the weather 
was wonderful,” Hill said. 
“The attendance was 
great. Everybody loves 
coming to the fair. I think 
for us, a lot of the people 
come for our carnival.”

Begun in 1933, the Wil-
son County Fair is one of 
only 28 county fairs re-
maining statewide. North 
Carolina featured 49 
county fairs in 1990.

The festivities draw at-
tendees from surrounding 
counties, including Nash, 
that no longer host their 
own county fairs. Some 
southern Nash residents 
enter the fair’s competi-
tions for food preservation, 
agricultural products, art-

work and other exhibits. 
Across the nation, fairs 

are breaking attendance 
records this year. 

“We are stuck in our 
homes,” Hill said. “It’s 

time to get back to normal, 
whatever normal may be 
with this disease.”

She’s said she’s just ex-
cited that the fair is back.

“We are not going to re-

quire people wear masks 
or be vaccinated, but of 
course, we strongly en-
courage that our fairgoers 
wear masks,” Hill said. 

She suggests attendees 

bring masks in their pock-
ets so they can wear them 
when needed.

“Our exhibits are all in-
doors,” Hill said. “We want 
masks inside.”

FAIR HEADLINERS

Big Rock Amusements 
will bring its midway rides 
and games to the Wilson 
County Fair for the sev-
enth year.

“Big Rock is top notch 
with a carnival,” Hill said. 
“They are an incredible 
group of people. They are 
very conscientious about 
safety and especially with 
the COVID-19. They have 
handwashing stations 
(and) sanitizing stations 
around all of their rides.”

Bobbie Jo Abrams of 
“It’s a Zoo Life” will return 
with the private Edge-
combe County zoo’s ex-
otic animals. 

“There will be about 20 ex-
otic animals. I am sure she 
will be bringing Belt. Belt is 
her sloth. Some animals I 
cannot even pronounce.”

Lew-E’s Comedy Circus 
is also returning. 

“Lew-E the Clown is a 
very energetic clown. He 
is our kids’ show for the 
fair,” Hill said. “The adults 

love Louie just as much as 
the kids.”

Circus Incredible will 
be on hand this year. The 
seventh and eighth gen-
erations of the famous 
Wallenda family known 
for highwire acrobatics 
makes up the troupe. 

“I am very excited about 
them being here,” Hill said.

PURCHASE TICKETS

Fair tickets are $7 for 
adults and youths, with 
children 5 and younger 
are admitted free.

Armbands that provide 
unlimited daily amuse-
ment ride admission are 
on sale for $25.

Advance tickets can 
be purchased at the fair-
grounds office or by visiting 
the fair website at https://
wilsoncountyfair.org.

Gates open at 4 p.m. to-
day through Friday, noon 
on Saturday and 1 p.m. 
on Sunday. Attendees can 
receive $2 off general ad-
mission by bringing three 
or more canned food do-
nations on Thursday.

Visit the fair website for 
a full list of competitive 
events and vendors along 
with hours of operation 
and an exhibit schedule.
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Cook Out to open at former Hillbillies site
By Lindell J. Kay 
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ZEBULON — The pan-
demic closure of a popular 
mom-and-pop restaurant 
has made way for a Cook 
Out to open in eastern 
Wake County, a short 
drive from southern Nash 
County towns.

Hillbillies at 1206 N. 
Arendell Ave. closed over 
the summer, and Thomas-
ville-based Cook Out pur-
chased the property for 
$1.075 million, according 
to Wake County Tax Of-
fice and Register of Deeds 
records. 

The 1,104-square-foot 
building next to Sonic 
Drive-In and a small 
adjacent lot had a com-
bined assessed value of 
$710,972.

Bailey, Middlesex and 
Spring Hope are no more 
than about a 10-minute 
drive from Zebulon, plac-
ing the future Cook Out 
closer than Cook Out 
restaurants in Raleigh, 
Rocky Mount and Wilson 
with the exception that 
Wilson and Zebulon are 
roughly equidistant from 
Bailey.

Hillbillies, a hamburger 
and hot dog short-order 
restaurant established 11 
years ago, struggled dur-
ing the pandemic, closing 
up shop in June. 

The restaurant was 
owned by the McLean 
family, led by April 
McLean Hagwood. She 
took to social media to an-
nounce the closure.

“To our loyal custom-
ers and friends: The 
McLean family would 

like to announce that we 
have made the decision to 
permanently close Hillbil-
lies,” Hagwood posted on 
Facebook. “This decision 
was not made lightly, but 
very thoroughly discussed 
and with a number of 
considerations taken into 
account. The land and 
the building have both 
been sold and as of June 
3, 2021, will no longer be 
tied to the McLean Fam-
ily.”

Hagwood also posted 
about the sale of dishes 
and equipment from Hill-
billies in the days before 
the property’s sale.

The McLean family still 
owns and operates the 
Ole Time Cafe in Zebulon, 
which the family estab-
lished in 1956. The cafe is 
operating under reduced 
hours. 

Cook Out is coming to Zebulon after the closure and sale of Hillbillies at 1206 N. Arendell 
Ave. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise 

County fair returns in Wilson after year off

Amusement rides are shown at the Wilson County Fair in 2015. After a year off due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the closest fair for southern Nash County residents returns this week 
at the Wilson County Fairgrounds on U.S. 301 South. Restoration NewsMedia file photo 

Nash jail administrator earns 
National Guard promotion
From staff reports

FAYETTEVILLE — A 
high-ranking Nash County 
deputy has been promoted 
in his capacity as a long-
time N.C. National Guard 
soldier.

Capt. Robert Bowen is 
the Nash County Deten-
tion Center’s administra-
tor and a 30-year National 
Guard member.

In a change of command 
ceremony in Fayetteville, 
Bowen received a promo-
tion from sergeant major 
to command sergeant 
major of the 1-252 Armor 

Regiment.
The ceremony included 

an exchange of the non-
commissioned officer 
sword representing the 
change of responsibility 
to Bowen as the division’s 
senior noncommissioned 
officer, Chief Deputy 
Brandon Medina of the 
Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office said in a Saturday 
press release.

The 1-252 Armor Regi-
ment is a combined arms 
battalion of the National 
Guard’s 30th Armored 
Brigade Combat Team. 
The regiment consists of 

800 soldiers in six compa-
nies, including an infantry 
unit, two armor units, for-
ward support and a head-
quarters company.

The battalion is spread 
across eastern North 
Carolina with armories in 
Fayetteville, Williamston, 
Smithfield, Southern 
Pines, Sanford, Parkton 
and Red Springs.

Bowen’s family, friends 
and peers witnessed the 
change of command cer-
emony. Also in attendance 
were Nash County Sher-
iff Keith Stone and Maj. 
Miste Strickland.

Nash County sheriff’s Capt. Robert Bowen, standing with his family, received a N.C. 
National Guard promotion Saturday from sergeant major to command sergeant major of 
the 1-252 Armor Regiment. Contributed photo
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Nonprofit to distribute free medicine
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Ar-
ea residents have a chance 
to stock their medicine 
cabinets for free on Sat-
urday.

N.C. MedAssist is 
partnering with Word 
Tabernacle Church’s Im-
pact Center to host a free 
mobile pharmacy offering 
over-the-counter medica-
tion.

Such items include 
cough and cold medicine, 

vitamins, allergy medica-
tion, flu medicine, pain 
relivers and more. 

The giveaway is 
planned from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday at Word 
Tabernacle Church, 821 
Word Plaza. Another 
event is scheduled for 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 15 
at Martin Street Baptist 
Church, 1001 E. Martin 
St. in Raleigh.

The distributions are 
open to any individual or 
family needing over-the-

counter medications. Par-
ticipants must be at least 
18 to receive medicine. Ev-
eryone will receive up to 
eight medicine items free 
of charge. No identifica-
tion is needed. There are 
no income or residency 
requirements.

Orders for certain types 
of medication can be 
placed online at https://bit.
ly/NASHOTC.

Additional over-the-
counter medication will be 
available while supplies 

last.
Premade bags of medi-

cine are available for any-
one who doesn’t register 
online, said Lisa Szabo, a 
project manager at N.C. 
MedAssist.

N.C. MedAssist is a 
statewide nonprofit phar-
macy founded in 1997. 
The organization provides 
free prescription medica-
tion to all low-income, un-
insured North Carolinians 
who qualify for its Free 
Pharmacy Program.

Butterfield: Biden budget plan makes ‘necessary, historic investments’ 
From staff reports

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butter-
field applauded the House 
budget reconciliation 
package and the Biden ad-
ministration’s Build Back 
Better Act after the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee passed its por-
tion of the legislation on 
Sept. 15. 

Butterfield, D-Wilson, is 
one of 32 Democrats on 
the committee and voted 
for the budget bills, which 
he described in a news 
release as “bold legisla-
tion that will revitalize our 
economy, lower costs for 
American families and 
combat the worsening cli-
mate crisis.”

The Build Back Better 
Act seeks to close the 
Medicaid coverage gap 
and enhance Medicare 
benefits to cover dental, 
vision and hearing care, 
Butterfield said, along 
with permanently ex-
tending the Children’s 
Health Insurance Pro-
gram and providing 
one year of postpartum 
health coverage to preg-
nant women on Medic-
aid.

North Carolina’s Re-
publican-led General As-
sembly has declined to ex-
pand the state’s Medicaid 
program through a federal 
cost-sharing option in 
the Affordable Care Act. 

Democrats 
including Gov. 
Roy Cooper 
say Medicaid 
expansion 
would im-
prove health 
care access, 
while GOP 

opponents say it would 
increase dependence on 
government and leave the 
state on the hook for fu-
ture costs. 

“The Build Back Better 
Act permanently closes 
the Medicaid coverage 
gap, expanding access to 
health care for 207,000 
people in North Carolina, 
including 17,000 working 
families, seniors, veter-

ans and children living 
in the 1st Congressional 
District,” Butterfield said 
in the Friday release. 
“Affordable, quality care 
like Medicaid is associ-
ated with better health 
outcomes, lower maternal 
mortality and increased 
economic mobility. No 
longer will access to 
health care be held hos-
tage to the political whims 
of Republican lawmak-
ers.”

Butterfield noted the 
COVID-19 pandemic’s 
outsize impact on public 
school systems, students 
and parents, noting that 
it “exacerbated the home-
work gap, digital divide 

and acutely displayed the 
lack of resources many 
students and schools 
face.”

Congressional Demo-
crats say the Build Back 
Better legislation provides 
$4 billion to an emmer-
gency connectivity fund 
to provide school families 
with high-speed internet 
access.

Spending bills sup-
ported by President Joe 
Biden’s administration 
also addresses climate 
change. 

“The climate crisis 
poses a great danger to 
our state, our nation and 
the world,” Butterfield 
said. “The Build Back 

Better Act makes neces-
sary, historic investments 
in our communities and 
our economy, putting the 
United States and states 
like North Carolina on 
the path to both a cleaner 
and more prosperous 
future.”

An Energy and Com-
merce Committee sum-
mary of the legislation 
is available at the short-
ened link https://bit.
ly/3lEqvLp.

Butterfield represents 
North Carolina’s 1st 
Congressional District 
and serves in the House 
Democratic leadership as 
senior chief deputy major-
ity whip.  

Butterfield

Small businesses sought for DOT contracts
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com | 

252-265-7821

A state effort to solicit 
small, disadvantaged busi-
nesses to perform contract 
work has gone virtual.

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation will hold 
an informational meeting 
at 10 a.m. this Saturday 
for disadvantaged busi-
nesses, including small 

companies as well as 
those run by minorities 
and women. 

“Many small businesses 
may not be familiar with 
the letting and award pro-
cess and how to become 
prequalified as a subcon-
tractor,” NCDOT spokes-
man Andrew Barksdale 
explained in a news re-
lease. 

Officials hope to find 
companies to perform 

contract work such as 
mowing, litter pickup, 
snow removal, emergency 
maintenance, traffic con-
trol and road striping. 

NCDOT Division 4 staff 
members will lead the 
workshop and answer 
questions about potential 
jobs across Nash, Wilson, 
Johnston, Wayne, Edge-
combe and Halifax coun-
ties. 

The virtual workshop 

will use the Microsoft 
Teams videoconferenc-
ing platform and is ex-
pected to last up to two 
hours. 

Registration is required 
by emailing Deputy Con-
struction Engineer Bran-
don Herring at blherring@
ncdot.gov or calling 252-
640-6410. 

Visit the shortened link 
tinyurl.com/h6cned26 for 
more information. 

Black blood donors sought for sickle cell patients 
For The Enterprise 

When patients living 
with sickle cell disease 
face a sickle cell crisis, 
blood transfusions can 
make a lifesaving differ-
ence. 

That’s why the Ameri-
can Red Cross has 
launched an initiative 
to grow the number 
of blood donors who are 
Black to help patients with 
sickle cell disease, an en-
during and often invisible 
health disparity in the U.S. 

More than 100,000 peo-
ple in the U.S. have sickle 
cell disease, the most 
common inherited blood 
disorder, and the majority 
of patients are of African 
descent. Despite the dis-
ease’s discovery more 
than a century ago, there 
have been fewer health 
resources available to help 
those currently suffer-
ing from sickle cell crisis 
in comparison to similar 
diseases. According to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
people with sickle cell 
disease experience worse 
health outcomes than 
comparable diseases.

Many patients with sick-
le cell disease will require 
regular blood transfusions 
to help manage their dis-
ease. These patients may 
develop an immune re-
sponse against blood from 
donors that is not closely 
matched to their own. 

Many individuals who 
are Black have distinct 
markers on their red 
blood cells that make their 
donations ideal for help-
ing patients with sickle 
cell disease. More than 
half of blood donors who 
are Black have blood that 
is free of C, E and K anti-
gens — making them the 
best match for those with 
sickle cell disease. 

The Red Cross asks 
members of the Black 
community to join in help-
ing to address this health 
disparity and meet the 
needs of patients with 
sickle cell disease. Do-
nors can schedule a blood 
donation appointment 
at RedCrossBlood.org, by 
downloading the Blood 
Donor app or by calling 
1-800-RED CROSS. 

To help tackle the need 
for blood in September 
— Sickle Cell Awareness 
Month — all donors who 
come to give with the Red 
Cross from Sept. 13-30 
will receive a limited-
edition football-themed T-
shirt, while supplies last. 

LIFE-THREATENING 

COMPLICATIONS

Sickle cell disease dis-
torts soft, round blood 
cells and turns them hard 
and crescent-shaped, 
which can cause extreme 
pain. When hardened, 
the cells can get caught in 
blood vessels, potentially 
leading to stroke and or-
gan failure. 

“Transfusions provide 
healthy blood cells, un-
blocking blood vessels 
and delivering oxygen,” 

said Dr. Corinne Gold-
berg, medical director for 
the American Red Cross 
Carolinas and South Caro-
lina Region. “By increas-
ing the amount of closely 
matched blood products, 
the Red Cross is able 
to help ensure the right 
blood product is available 
at the right time for pa-
tients facing a sickle cell 
crisis — minimizing com-
plications for those with 
rare blood types fighting 
sickle cell disease.”

EVERY TRANSFUSION 

COUNTS 

Seventeen-year-old 
Demarus Torrence loves 
comics and sci-fi movies, 
and he balances his work 
in high school while living 
with sickle cell disease. He 
endures monthly blood 
transfusions, and, at times, 
regular hospital stays to 
help with extreme pain 
and other complications. 

“Just imagine someone 
hitting your back with a 
hammer, constantly, and it 
just won’t stop,” said Dema-
rus’ mother, Passion Terrell. 
“(Demarus) describes it, 
and you can picture it, but 
you really can’t.”

Demarus is the only per-

son in his immediate fami-
ly with the disease, though 
testing has revealed other 
family members carry the 
sickle cell trait. As a moth-
er, Terrell has made it her 
mission to care for her 
beloved son and to inspire 
others to give blood — es-
pecially individuals who 
are Black and people who 
have never donated. 

The family hosted a Red 
Cross blood drive at De-
marus’ school this month 
to highlight the fact that 
blood donations can mean 
a world of difference to 
people like him. 

“It’s amazing – once he 
gets that blood in him, it’s 
like a different person,” 
Terrell said. “His breath-
ing improves; his blood 
levels improve. It’s like his 
body wakes up.”

Blood donation opportu-
nities are available at the 
following locations:

SPRING HOPE

• Sept. 23 — 1:30-7 p.m., 
Ephesus Baptist Church, 
7300 W. Old Spring Hope 
Road.

ROCKY MOUNT

• Sept. 26 — 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Word Tabernacle 
Church, 821 Word Plaza.

• Sept. 28 — 10:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., The Imperial 
Centre, 207 Gay St.

• Sept. 29 — 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Golden East Cross-
ing Mall, 1100 N. Wes-
leyan Blvd.

WILSON

• Sept. 29 — 1-7 
p.m.,Church of Jesus 
Christ Latter Day Saints, 
2615 Tilghman Road.

• Sept. 30 —  8 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., James B. Hunt 
High School, 4559 Lamm 
Road. 

Demarus Torrence, pictured at left with his mother, Passion 
Terrell, recently organized an American Red Cross blood 
drive at his school. The 17-year-old has sickle cell disease. 
Contributed photo 
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STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

Eric Braxton runs 
cross country 

for the Firebirds at 
Southern Nash High 
School and is The 
Enterprise’s Farris & 
Thomas Law Attor-
neys Student-Athlete 
of the Week.

Eric Braxton runs 
cross country for 
the Firebirds at 
Southern Nash High 
School and is The 
Enterprise’s Farris & 
Thomas Law Attor-
neys Student-Athlete 
of the Week.

Eric was one of five 
Firebirds to pace the 
Southern Nash boys 
team as it earned a 
third-place finish in 
a Sept. 14 meet at 
Owen Park in Lou-
isburg, placing the 
Firebirds in the top 
half of the Big East 
2-A/3-A conference 
standings. The Lady-
birds finished fourth 

in the same meet. 

In the season’s first 
conference meet 
Sept. 8 at Rocky 
Mount High, Eric 
was the Firebirds’ top 
finisher, coming in 
sixth place.

Eric also wrestles for 
the Firebirds.

A senior, Eric plans to 
attend Nash Com-
munity Collge and 
pursue a career in 
medicine.

Eric Braxton

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Gonzalez’s 4 
goals lift red-hot 
Southern Nash 
From staff reports

ROANOKE RAPIDS — 
There’s been no answer 
for the Southern Nash 
High varsity boys soccer 
team within the confines 
of the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference.

That didn’t change 
Thursday night at Roa-
noke Rapids, where the 
Firebirds utilized four 
goals and an assist by 
senior captain Jared Gon-
zalez in a 5-2 victory.

In finishing its 10th 
straight match without 
a loss, Southern Nash 
climbed to 9-2-1 overall 
and 4-0 in Big East play. 
Senior Raul Nunez had a 
goal with junior Jonathan 
Robles and senior Ramiro 
Rangel handing out as-
sists.

Roanoke Rapids (5-2, 
1-2 Big East), picked up 
goals from Coleman Neal 
and Doug Merritt.

The Firebirds were 
scheduled to return home 
Monday to face Rocky 
Mount. Game time was 
after this edition of The 
Enterprise went to press. 

Ladybirds get road 
win at Nash Central

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
Southern Nash High girls 
tennis team grabbed four 
singles wins and quickly 
wrapped up the outcome 
in doubles Thursday, with 
the Ladybirds posting a 
6-2 win over 2-A/3-A Big 
East foe Nash Central.

Sophomore Hannah 
Mennig, junior Amber 
Patterson, sophomore 
Maura Kennedy and 
sophomore Mackenzie 
Kennedy all prevailed 
in singles for Southern 
Nash, with Danielle Whit-
ley, Patterson and both 

Kennedy sisters contrib-
uting to the two victories 
in doubles for the Lady-
birds.

Southern Nash was 
scheduled to host Roa-
noke Rapids on Tuesday.

Firebirds stay 
unbeaten in Big East

Host Southern Nash 
downed Bunn 3-0 in 
2-A/3-A Big East Confer-
ence varsity boys soccer 
action Sept. 15, the fourth 
straight shutout by the 
Firebirds defense.

Senior Raul Nunez 
scored two goals for 
Southern Nash, which 
improved to 8-2-1 over-
all and 3-0 in Big East 
matches, while junior 
Isidro Romero scored the 
other goal. Sophomore 
Gamliel Mendoza and se-
nior Jared Gonzalez each 
had an assist.

Goalkeeper Alex 
Benitez made three saves 
in the shutout.

Bunn departed 1-3 
overall and 1-2 in league 
action.

Ladybirds run 
away with 
conference match

WAKE FOREST — Be-
hind the nine-hole 41 of 
senior Samantha Puckett, 
the Southern Nash High 
girls golf team posted a 
dominant 128 to coast to 
a four-team 2-A/3-A Big 
East Conference victory 
at Brevofield Golf Club on 
Sept. 15.

Puckett’s 41 was one 
stroke ahead of sopho-
more Mackenzie Gamble 
as freshman Jasmine 
Horrigan shot a 45 to be-

OUTDOORS

Youth Deer Hunting Day set for Saturday
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Com-
mission has designated 
this Saturday as Youth 
Deer Hunting Day for 
2021. 

The commission estab-
lished Youth Deer Hunting 
Day in 2015 to increase 
interest in deer hunting 
among youths, potentially 
increase their success at 
hunting and highlight the 
need to engage youths in 
hunting.

On this day, youths 17 
and under may use any 
legal hunting implement 
to hunt deer; hunters 18 
and older may only use 
the hunting implement 
legal for the type of sea-
son open in their county. 
Hunters 17 and younger 
may also hunt deer of 
either sex and are not re-
quired to be accompanied 
by an adult if they have 
completed a hunter educa-
tion course. 

All deer hunters must 
wear blaze orange on 
Saturday even if using ar-
chery equipment, and the 
use of dogs is allowed in 
areas where hunting deer 
with dogs is lawful.

During the remainder 
of the hunting season, 
youths 17 and younger are 
required to use the legal 
hunting implement for the 
open season in the area 
where they are hunting.

Hunters 16 and older 
need to purchase a license 
with a Big Game Harvest 

report card by visiting 
www.ncwildlife.org, call-
ing 1-888-2HUNTFISH 
(1-888-248-6834) or visit-
ing one of more than 1,000 
wildlife service agents lo-
cated across the state. 

License-exempt youths 
must obtain their own 
Big Game Harvest Report 

Card at no cost from a 
wildlife service agent or 
by calling the number 
above. License-exempt 
cards are not available 
online. 

For more information on 
hunting in North Carolina, 
visit www.ncwildlife.org/
hunting.

Youths 17 and under may use any legal hunting implement and can hunt deer of either sex 
on Saturday, according to the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission. Contributed photo  

Firebirds push past Bulldogs 13-6
From staff reports 

ROCKY MOUNT — With six start-
ers out due to injuries, Southern 
Nash had to resort to grinding out a 
13-6 victory at Nash Central in the 
opening week of 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference play Friday.

The Firebirds (4-0, 1-0 Big East) 
got touchdown runs from Sammy 
Gandy and Jackson Vick, who had 
North Carolina State head coach 
Dave Doeren on hand to watch the 
Wolfpack commit in action. Gandy 
darted 25 yards to the end zone in 
the second quarter, followed by a 
Roan Wachowicz PAT kick for a 7-0 
lead.

After the Bulldogs (2-2, 0-1) 
scored on Justus Staten’s 53-yard 
run in the third quarter, Southern 
Nash was clinging to a 7-6 lead af-
ter blocking the PAT attempt. Vick 
then dashed 57 yards for his eighth 
TD of the season for the final mar-
gin.

“They played really, really hard, 
and they played that way the whole 
game. They tackled well,” Firebirds 

head coach Brian Batchelor said in 
praise of the Bulldogs.

Southern Nash, which was aver-
aging 404.3 rushing yards per game 
going into Friday night’s contest, 
totaled 209 yards on 42 carries. Half 
of those carries went to Vick, who 
finished with 132 yards while Gandy 
had 69 yards on nine totes.

One positive was no fumbles after 
numerous giveaways the last two 
games. 

“We kind of cleaned up some stuff 
tonight,” Batchelor said. “We didn’t 
put the ball on the ground but we 
still had stupid penalties that killed 
drives.”

The Firebirds will host Roanoke 

Rapids (4-0, 1-0) this Friday with the 
winner hanging onto at least a share 
of first place in the Big East. For last 
week’s game, Batchelor was just 
happy to get the “W” and move on.

“You don’t ever take winning for 
granted,” he cautioned, “because 
winning is tough no matter what the 
situation is.” 

Southern Nash ...............13

Nash Central ....................6
 
 SN  NC
First Downs 8 8
Yards rushing 42-209 38-119
Yards passing 0 28
Passes-Comp.-Int. 2-0-1 7-2-1
Punts-Average 3-34 4-28
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-55 8-45

Score by quarters:
Southern Nash 0 7 6 0 — 13
Nash Central 0 0 6 0 — 6

Scoring Summary:
SN — Sammy Gandy 25 run (Wachowicz 
kick), 3:23, 2nd.
NC — Justus Staton 53 run (kick blocked), 
4:00, 3rd.
SN — Jackson Vick 57 run (kick failed), 2:55, 
3rd.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Jackson Vick 21-132, TD; Tralon 
Mitchell 8-14; Sammy Gandy 9-69, TD; Leo 
Jones 1-0; Brock Alford 2-minus 6; Team 1-0.
PASSING — Alford 2-0-1.

Southern Nash senior Jackson Vick (26) sheds a Hunt defender as Firebirds head coach Brian Batchelor, back left, and 
assistant coach Brian Rice watch from the sideline during an August scrimmage. Vick finished Friday’s game against Nash 
Central with 132 yards and a touchdown. N.C. State coach Dave Doeren was on hand to watch the Wolfpack commit in 
action. Jyronn Brinkley | Enterprise file photo 

“You don’t ever take winning for granted,  

because winning is tough no matter what the situation is.”

BRIAN BATCHELOR, Southern Nash Firebirds head coach

“They played really, really 

hard, and they played 

that way the whole 

game. They tackled well.”

BRIAN BATCHELOR, Southern Nash 

Firebirds head coach

See ROUNDUP, Page 2B
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come the Ladybirds’ third 
scorer. Northern Nash was 
a distant second at 195 
with Franklinton (202) 
and Bunn (206) following.

For Southern Nash, 
sophomore Tabatha 
Tomaszewski added a 
47 with senior Caroline 
Thornton fashioning a 
round of 62.

Ladybirds lose 
to Northern, top 
Franklinton

Southern Nash rebound-
ed from a loss to Northern 
Nash the previous week 
with a 5-3 triumph over 
another 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference opponent in 
Franklinton on Sept. 14.

Victorious in singles for 
the Ladybirds, who im-
proved to 5-2 overall and 
3-2 in Big East matches, 
were Hannah Mennig, 
Amber Patterson, Dari’elle 
Whitley and Mackenzie 
Kennedy, while Patter-
son and Maura Kennedy 
teamed for a doubles win.

In Sept. 9’s  8-1 loss to 
Northern Nash, the No. 3 
doubles team of Whitley-
Mackenzie Kennedy kept 
Southern Nash from being 
shut out.

Southern Nash got 
the point when the duo 

stopped Northern Nash’s 
Phoebe Atkins-Pearl 
Zhuang 8-2.

Southern Nash 
teams get top half 
conference finish

LOUISBURG — Both 
Southern Nash High cross-
country teams finished in 
the top half of The Big East 
2-A/3-A Conference stand-
ings after the conclusion 
of a Sept. 14 meet at Owen 
Park in Louisburg.

The Southern Nash boys 
team turned in a third-
place finish, while the La-
dybirds placed fourth.

For the Firebirds of 
coach Eddie Coble, Eric 
Braxton, Trevon Baker, 
Andrew Thompson, Mau-
ricio Romero and Owen 
Ordess led the way while 
Jadiza Jimenez, Dahlia 
Romero, Miriam Salazar, 
Jessica Garcia and Gray-
son Deans spearheaded 
efforts for the Southern 
Nash girls.

Ladybirds fade 
versus Rocky Mount

A first-set win for South-
ern Nash against 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference visi-
tor Rocky Mount was all 
the Ladybirds got Sept. 14 
in a four-set loss, 10-25, 
26-24, 25-13, 25-9.

The loss was the seventh 
overall for the winless La-
dybirds, who dropped to 
0-5 versus Big East com-
petition, while the Gry-
phons got their first win in 
eight overall matches and 
five in conference in the 
matchup of 3-A programs.

Carlee Beckham and 
Hannah Carpenter each 
recorded five kills and two 
service aces for Southern 
Nash. Beckham added 
three tips. Tabatha To-
maszewski had three kills 
and two blocks and Taylor 
Keen had two kills and a 
block.

Firebirds rout 
Louisburg 11-0

Senior Jared Gonzalez 
led a barrage of goal scor-
ers for the Southern Nash 
High varsity boys soccer 
team Sept. 13, providing a 
hat trick before halftime to 
roll to an abbreviated 11-0 
victory over 2-A/3-A Big 
East Conference opponent 
Louisburg.

Gonzalez added an 
assist for the Firebirds 
(7-2-1, 2-0 Big East), who 
extended their unbeaten 
streak to eight matches.

Eight other players had 
goals for Southern Nash, 
including junior Jona-
than Robles, sophomore 
Jose Nunez, sophomore 
Frank Gonzalez, senior 

Raul Nunez, junior Kevin 
Dominguez, freshman 
Yair Nayola, junior Isidro 
Romero and freshman Jef-
ferson Baharona.

Nunez had three as-
sists, with senior Ramiro 
Rangel adding two. Frank 
Gonzalez, Jared Gonzalez 
and Romero had one as-
sist each.

In goal, freshman Alex 
Benitez had one save be-
fore the match was halted 
after 40 minutes.

Ladybirds claim 2nd 
Big East match

ROCKY MOUNT — 
With Mackenzie Gamble 
setting the pace with a 
score of 41, the South-
ern Nash girls golf team 
breezed to a 53-stroke 
victory over runner-up 
Franklinton in the second 
2-A/3-A Big East Confer-
ence match at Northgreen 
Country Club on Sept. 13.

Samantha Puckett re-
corded a 44 and Tabatha 
Tomaszewski had a 48 
for the Ladybirds on the 
nine-hole round as they 
carded a team total of 
133. Franklinton fired a 
186, followed by North-
ern Nash (196) and Bunn 
(210). Also playing for 
Southern Nash were Jas-
mine Horrigan (52), Mer-
cedes Ledbetter (57) and 
Caroline Thornton (67).

continued from page 1B

Roundup: Cross-country teams finish in top half

Rolesville to seek 
bids for Main 
Street project
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com |  

919-424-1778

ROLESVILLE — The 
Rolesville Board of Com-
missioners learned Sept. 
7 that the town’s Main 
Street project will go out 
for construction bids in 
December.

The project consists of 
streetscape, crosswalk 
and other improvements 
on Main Street, the 
realignment of the Burl-
ington Mills Road-Main 
Street intersection and 
Wallbrook related road 
improvements. The town 
received more than $4.8 
million in federal grants 
for the Main Street and 
Burlington Mills Road 
improvements. Those 
projects are 80% funded 
by grants and 20% fund-
ed by the town.

Crosland Southeast will 
pay for the Wallbrook 
road improvements, 
which will affect Main 
Street just south of the 
town’s project.

“It’s a major benefit to 
the community to have 
all these improvements 
approved at one time in 
one project,” said Betsy 
Watson,  the project’s 
lead engineer with Stan-
tec.

Stantec has submit-
ted completed designs 
to the N.C. Department 
of Transportation for 
review. It’s also buying 
rights of way and has 
only a few left, Watson 
said.

When the town ap-
plied for grant funding, 
it didn’t include the 
right-of-way acquisition 
to better its chances of 
receiving the grant. How-
ever, modifications to the 
grant project have re-
sulted in more land being 
purchased. The town will 
apply for a 50/50 match 
program for that part of 
the project, according to 
Finance Director Amy 
Stevens.

Watson anticipates 
awarding the construc-
tion contract in February 
2022 with construction 
to begin in early spring 
and ending in late fall 
2023. To complete work, 
the intersection at Main 
and Young streets will 
be closed for at most 60 
days.

The Rolesville Rural 
Fire Department will 
place a fire truck to the 
northwest of that inter-
section during the clo-
sure so it can better assist 
communities on that side 
of town. 

Franklin County begins redistricting process
The Wake Weekly

LOUISBURG — Frank-
lin County is redrawing 
its five existing districts 
for the county Board of 
Commissioners and Board 
of Education due to 2020 
census results.

In a press release, 

Franklin County said its 
management team is of-
fering resources for resi-
dents to stay involved in 
the process. Residents are 
also invited to submit sug-
gested district maps.

Franklin County residents 
will be able to submit sug-
gested redistricting maps 

online or by mail through 
Sept. 27. They can also 
follow the process as the 
county’s management team 
tries to make five districts of 
around 13,715 people each.

Some deviation from 
precisely equal districts 
is permitted for state and 
local government bodies, 

according to the county.
Updates, next steps and 

public hearings can be 
found at Franklin Coun-
ty’s redistricting page. It 
also provides a guide to 
redistricting.

For more information, 
call County Manager Kim 
Denton at 919-496-5994.

New Girl Scout troops 
forming across eastern NC
For The Enterprise 

Girls entering grades 
K-12 are invited to join 
Girl Scouts for opportuni-
ties like travel, camping 
trips and service projects. 

New troops are forming 
now across central and 
eastern North Carolina. At 
Girl Scout troop meetings, 
girls can make new friends 
while discovering their 
strengths and passions. Af-
ter a time when many were 
kept apart, Girl Scouts 
is kicking off a new year 
where girls can form bonds 
with their fellow troop 
members and volunteers 
while developing courage, 
confidence and character.

With programs in life 
skills, entrepreneurship, 
STEM and the outdoors, 
girls learn about new top-
ics in engaging and fun 
ways. Girl Scouts can 
select badges they would 
like to earn based on their 
interests, including 28 
new badges released this 
month where girls can 
learn e-commerce skills, 
explore math in nature 

and build digital leader-
ship. Girl Scouts aims to 
meet the needs of today’s 
girls, and the new badges 
address some of parents’ 
top concerns for their chil-
dren as they handle the 
increasingly digital world.

Girl Scouts of the North 
Carolina Coastal Pines 
is hosting a variety of 
events across the council’s 
41-county footprint for 
girls to attend individu-
ally, with their Girl Scout 
troop or with their family. 

At Girl Scout events, girls 
can explore the world of 
robotics, hit the ski slopes 
or get certified as a baby-
sitter. Financial assistance 
is available to families 
who need it to ensure all 
girls can participate.

In addition to learning 
new skills through badge-
work, council events and 
troop meetings, Girl Scouts 
also learn that they can 
make an impact by helping 
others. Through the Girl 
Scouts’ highest awards, the 

Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Award, girls in grades 6-12 
identify an issue they care 
about and lead a Take Ac-
tion project to make a last-
ing change. Organizers say 
girls see firsthand that they 
have the power to achieve 
anything they set their 
minds to and that they can 
truly make a difference in 
their community and even 
the world.

According to the Girl 
Scout Research Institute, 
80% of Girl Scouts believe 
they have a strong sense 
of self, as compared to 
68% of non-Girl Scouts. 

Girl Scouts – North 
Carolina Coastal Pines 
will work with parents and 
caregivers to find the right 
troop for their girl based 
on age, location and meet-
ing times. Girls can also 
join as an individually reg-
istered Girl Scout where 
they earn badges, attend 
activities and earn highest 
awards on their own time.

To find a local troop or 
request more information, 
visit www.JoinGirlScout-
sNC.org.

Girl Scout patches are shown on a scout’s vest in a Girl 
Scouts of the North Carolina Coastal Pines recruiting video. 
Enterprise screen capture 

Wilson collaboration offers new online student training
For The Enterprise 

The Rural Opportunity 
Institute in Edgecombe 
County has announced 
a new partnership with 
N.C. Area Health Educa-
tion Centers, the Area L 
AHEC and Barton Col-
lege in Wilson to launch 
a new virtual clinical 
experience addressing 
the impacts of adverse 
childhood experiences 
and trauma on individu-
als and communities.

In response to CO-
VID-19, Area L AHEC and 
Barton College partnered 
to create online modules 

that could substitute in-
person student clinical 
experiences. They enlisted 
the help of the Rural Op-
portunity Institute and 14 
of its certified resilience 
educators to film and pro-
duce a module focused on 
trauma awareness, which 
is part of N.C. AHEC’s 
virtual training program 
made available through 
each of the state’s nine 
AHECs covering all 100 
counties.  

“I am so proud to be a 
part of increasing ACEs 
awareness through this 
online platform for stu-
dents in the health field,” 

said Tyra Hilliard, the 
Rural Opportunity Insti-
tute’s partner relations co-
ordinator. “By increasing 
awareness of the impact of 
childhood trauma, we can 
start to decrease the incor-
rect diagnoses of ADHD 
and ADD by considering 
ACEs while searching for 
the root cause of behav-
ioral issues.”

Specifically, the virtual 
clinical experiences pro-
vide the following:

• 80 hours of instruc-
tion, including 6.5 hours 
of critical trauma-in-
formed education, for fu-
ture North Carolina health 

care professionals who 
are currently enrolled full-
time in a health degree 
program. 

• Case examples of trau-
ma-informed community 
interactions across vari-
ous professions (including 
physicians and school 
guidance counselors).

• The groundwork for 
other states and communi-
ties across the country to 
leverage the training with-
in their own education 
and advocacy programs.

For more information 
about the module, email 
Bane at smbane@barton.
edu. 
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Pandemic cancels 2021 Peachtree Baptist homecoming
We at 

Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
would like 
to announce 
that our 
church 
homecoming 
celebration 
has been 

postponed for this year 
due to the continued 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
including the virus’ delta 
and mu variants. These 
infections continue to be 
threats. 

We will reschedule our 
homecoming for next 
year and plan to hold the 
celebration on Sunday, 
Sept. 25, 2022. We hope 
you can join us then.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday was 
presented to glorify God 
by Bob and I in and honor 
of all past and present 
Peachtree Baptist Church 
members.

Pianist Jane May 
played a beautiful solo. 
Pastor Gene Whitehouse 
presented Sunday’s 
special music, the song, 
“His Grace is Sufficient,” 
by the Peachtree men.

The memory verse for 
the month of September is 
2 Timothy 1:13-14. 

Pastor’s message: “The 
Beatitudes: Living for 
God’s Pleasure,” with 
Scripture from Matthew 
5: 5-6.

‘HEALING OUR HURTS’

My devotional this week 
is “Healing Our Hurts,”  
from, “Every Day in His 
Presence” by Charles F. 
Stanley. 

“Be kind and 
compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.” — 
Ephesians 4:32.

“Whether it is the 
driver who cuts you off 
in traffic, a friend who 
betrays you, a boss who 
overlooks you, or a loved 
one who makes you feel 
inferior, there will always 
be someone in your life 
who needs forgiveness. 
Sadly, sometimes the deep 
roots of hurt prevail and 
bitterness tightens its grip 
on your spirit, making 
reconciliation very 
difficult.

“But friend, when you 
remember the immense 
debt that Christ has 
pardoned you of, it is so 
much easier to forgive. 
Jesus freely relieves 
you of your sin debt 
and heals you beccause 
of His unmatchable 
love for you. However, 
He also teaches you to 
forgive others because 
He understands how 
absolutely devastating 
bitterness can be. 
He doesn’t want you 
imprisoned — He desires 
for you to experience 
the perfect freedom He 
brought you at the cross.

“Therefore, friend, 
out of thankfulness to 
Jesus for His great gift of 
salvation, reflect the grace 
that you have been shown 
to others. You will never 
resemble your Savior 
more than when you 
do what He did for you: 
forgive.”

‘SURE OF THE TRUTH’

Lawrence Edwards’ 
Sunday school devotional 
this week is “Sure of The 
Truth,” with Scripture 
from 1 John 2:18-29.

“It seems that the 
situation in the churches 
to which John is writing 
is that there were people 
who had been a part 
of the church, but had 
pulled away and were 
now trying to influence 
others still in the church 
to follow them. It sounds 
like John’s readers are 
feeling unsure about 
what to do. They know 
these people who are 
now trying to give them 
a ‘new, improved gospel’ 
and this makes it harder 

for them to discern the 
truth. Perhaps these 
people had seemed very 
devout and enthusiastic 
when in the church and 
now they are equally 
passionate about their 
‘advanced message.’ 

“From what John 
has written so far, the 
message these people 
promote has to do with 
indulging one’s desires 
in the world and turning 
against certain people. 
They may be stirring up 
hate and animosity toward 
a particular group. They 
are probably advocating 
trends, ideas or pleasures 
that unbelievers around 
them are pursuing, 
arguing that these things 
are either harmless or 
even advantageous to the 
believer.

“John begins this section 
by telling his readers that 
they are living in the last 
hour and that part of how 
they can know this is 
because there are many 
antichrists that have come. 
One interesting point that 
John makes about these 
antichrists, that I alluded 
to already, is that they are 
coming out of the church. 
It seems that John is 
saying that the greatest 
danger to Christians will 
not be from those who 
have never been in a 
church, but those who at 
one point were involved in 
the church and then left. 
These are the ones John 
says he wants his readers 
to know about so that they 
won’t be deceived (verse 
26).

“I can understand why 
someone who was once 
in the church would 
be harder to disregard. 
Perhaps some of these 
people are still claiming 
to be Christians. How are 
the readers to discern 
what is the truth? This 
is exactly what John is 
addressing.

“John has already said 
that hating your brother 
is not something you 
can do if you are loving 
God (2:9). So, if what 
his readers are hearing 
is (tempting) them to 
hate or turn against 
particular individuals or 
groups of people, John 
is reminding them that 
that is incompatible with 
abiding in God. John has 
also told them that ‘if any 
one loves the world, love 
for the Father is not in 
him’ (2:15). This is the last 
passage we looked at.”

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• The Women’s 
Missionary Union held its 
monthly meeting on Sept. 
15. 

• The Peachtree 
Men’s Ministry held its 
monthly meeting on 
Thursday with about 50 
men in attendance. They 
enjoyed a dinner of pork 
chops, baby lima beans, 
boiled redskin potatoes 
and desserts. They 
enjoyed the Beulah Boys 
singing group led by Burt 
Eason.

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Floods Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church held 
its men’s breakfast on 
Sept. 11.

• The Coopers Ruritan 
Club held its semiannual 
barbecue chicken plate 
sale on Friday. Plates were 
sold for drive-thru pickup 
and delivery. Boy Scouts 
Troop 37 and Cub Scouts 
Pack 37 sold sweets for an 
additional charge. Great 
successes. 

• Floods Chapel is 
collecting donations for 
the St. Vincent’s Island 
volcano victims. Please 
contact the church for a 
list of needs.

• Counting the Costs 
Ministries, sponsored by 
Billy and Amy Kornegay, 
919-920-4755, is taking 
up donations for flood 
victims of St Vincent’s 
and St Lucia islands. The 
group is also collecting 

winter items for an 
Indian reservation in 
the mountains of New 
Mexico.

Area churches: If you 
have events coming up, 
please let me know on 
Saturdays two weeks 
before the events.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Gail and Rudy 
Brantley, Rene Carey, 
Joe Cary, the family of 
Reginald Edwards, Ronda 
Faulkner, Brenda Foster, 

Preston Green, Eula 
Gupton, Luke Gupton, 
Doug Hayes, Melba and 
Jerry Hobgood, Tiffany 
Howard, Janie Joyner and 
Nancy Law.

• Ronnie Matthews 
and caregiver Nancy 
Matthews, Bill and 
Dorothy Nelson, Sarah 
Page, Donny Patterson, 
Pete, Barbara Privette, 
Sherry Rose (wife of 
David Rose), Delsie and 
Bill Wakefield, Marta 
Whitehouse, Fan Whitley, 
Laverne Whitley, Norman 
and Maxine Whitley 
(caregiver) and Randall 
Whitley.

• Survivors of the 9/11 
attack and their friends 
and family members.

• Families affected by 
Hurricane Ida in western 
North Carolina, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama and 
the northeastern states.

• Families of the armed 
service members killed in 
Afghanistan, U.S. citizens 
and Afghan comrades still 
in Afghanistan and their 
families.

• Wildfire victims in the 
western United States.

• Those infected by 
COVID-19 and their 
families.

• The people of Haiti in 

the aftermath of a recent 
earthquake; pray for their 
recovery and their general 
living conditions. 

• Birthday blessings 
to Billy Bunn (Sept. 24), 
Norman Whitley (Sept. 
25), Bob Wilson (Sept. 25) 
Scott May (Sept. 26) and 
John Privette (Sept. 30).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

PEACHTREE NEWS

FRAN 
BUNN
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Officials: Railroad tracks can be deadly
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — State 
transportation officials 
urge the public to pay 
more attention around 
railroad tracks.

State officials have 
charted 34 rail crossing 
crashes this year, resulting 
in six fatalities and eight 
injuries.

Additionally, 20 known 
cases of people walking 
on tracks resulted in 
11 fatalities and six 
injuries, according to 
the N.C. Department of 
Transportation.

“Sadly, those are 17 

people who didn’t go 
home to their families,” 
said Jason Orthner, 
director of the NCDOT’s 
Rail Division. “Tracks 
are for trains, not people. 
These accidents are 
preventable if you stay 
off and away from the 
tracks.”

Every four hours in 
the U.S., a person or a 
vehicle is hit by a train, 
according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

The state’s Rail Division 
wants people to remember 
these lifesaving tips:

• Trains always have 

the right-of-way, even 
when emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles are 
involved.

• Always stop your 
vehicle when crossing 
gates are down or lights 
are flashing.

• Never drive around 
the gate or race a train to 
the crossing. It can take 
more than a mile for a 
train to stop.

• It is hard to determine 
a train’s speed from a 
distance.

• Trains typically 
overhang the track by 
several feet. If you are in 
the right-of-way next to 

the tracks, you can be hit.
• Never assume railroad 

tracks are abandoned or 
inactive.

The warning is part of 
Rail Safety Week, which 
runs Sept. 20-26 this year.

The observance’s goal 
is to raise awareness of 
the need for rail safety 
education and empower 
North Carolinians to 
keep themselves safe 
near highway-rail grade 
crossings and railroad 
rights-of-way.

The NCDOT partners 
with BeRailSafe and 
North Carolina Operation 
Lifesaver, railroads and 

other safety stakeholders 
to educate children, teens 
and adults on the dangers 

of walking on railroad 
tracks, property and 
equipment.

A train rolls through downtown Wilson recently. State 
transportation officials are warning everyone that railroad 
tracks can be deadly for motorists and pedestrians. Lindell J. 
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State plans virtual career fair for Tuesday
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — The second 
annual state of North 
Carolina Virtual Career 
Expo will welcome job-
seekers interested in state 
government careers from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 28. 

The online format 
will allow attendees to 
connect via computer, 
tablet or smartphone with 
recruiters from more than 
two dozen state agencies 
and the UNC System 
from the convenience and 
safety of their own homes.

“Our state agency and 
UNC System recruiters 
will be available to 
make virtual one-on-
one connections with 
job-seekers interested 
in rewarding state 
government careers,” 
said Barbara Gibson, 

state human resources 
director. “We have an 
extraordinary scope 
of job types statewide, 
literally from accountant 
to zookeeper, including 
entry-level to executive 
positions. This is a great 
opportunity for individuals 
to find out more about 
the state’s employment 
opportunities.”

Individuals with all 
education and experience 
levels are welcome to 
register for the event. 
Organizers encourage 
those with disabilities and 
former military members 
and their spouses to 
consider the wide 
range of employment 
opportunities. 

A registration link 
and more details can 
be found at https://oshr.
nc.gov/2021-state-north-
carolina-virtual-career-

expo. Participants are 
encouraged to register in 
advance, but same-day 
registration is available.

The Virtual Career Expo 
will feature more than a 
dozen career- or agency-
focused “rooms” where 
participants can chat one-
on-one with recruiters and 
learn more about career 
opportunities with the 
state of North Carolina. 
The internships/entry 
level room will spotlight 
the Higher Education 
to N.C. Government 
Career Initiative, also 
known as Ed2NC, which 
seeks to connect college 
students and recent 
graduates with careers 
in state government. 
New rooms have been 
added for skilled trades 
and maintenance 
and marketing and 
communications.

Recruiters can assist 
individuals with creating 
online accounts at www.
nc.gov/jobs, from which 
they may apply for 
permanent or temporary 
jobs, as well as set alerts 
for job notifications in 
their field(s) of interest.

In addition, participants 
will be able to interact 
with representatives from 
the N.C. Department of 
Military and Veterans 
Affairs and NC4ME, 
as well as the N.C. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services. The career fair 
also will feature N.C. 
Department of Commerce 
representatives from 
NCWorks.

To view current career 
opportunities, which 
include nearly 800 postings, 
visit www.nc.gov/jobs. 

Picking pumpkins from the victory garden 
You can 

find me 
making 
pumpkin 
pie 
anytime 
of the 
year. It’s 
probably 
the easiest 
dessert to 

make. 
No offense to 

restaurants, but the 
pumpkin pie made at 
home is so much better 
than what you get 
premade! Pumpkin pie 
from home is like reading 
a really great book. 
Pumpkin pie premade is 
like the movie made from 
the book — it’s just, eh, 
OK.

So, what is stopping 
you from growing these 
delightful globes in your 
victory garden? Yes, 
they take up garden 
space — but watching 
these beauties grow is 
almost magical. If space 

is limited, grow them 
vertically.

There are so many 
varieties of pumpkin. I’m 
always shocked by how 
many I haven’t tried or 
even heard of when I flip 
through the pumpkin 
section in my seed catalog. 

My choices for planting 
are specialty heirlooms 
that have names like 
Cinderella, Musque de 
Provence and Long Island 
Cheese. I like the heirloom 
variety because I can 
keep the seeds and grow 
the same one the next 
time I plant. I guess you 
could call me a oumpkin 
inclusion and diversity 
victory gardener.

Other than the red-
orange Cinderella or 
Rouge vif D’ Etampes 
pumpkin, most of the 
heirloom specialties I 
adore are colors like blue 
(Queensland Blue), white 
(Flat Stacker) and green 
(Jarrahdale). 

I had a crazy-looking 

pumpkin one year in my 
victory garden that was 
really delicious. It was 
called Galeux d’Eysines 
— my seed catalog says 
it’s a great one for soups. 
You could barely see 
its salmon-pink skin 
because what looked like 
peanuts covered it almost 
completely. The name 
means “embroidered with 
warts.” And that’s just 
what it looks like.

If you’re growing 
pumpkins for the first time, 
don’t be tempted to pick 
yours too soon. According 
to the folks at Pumpkin 
Nook, you should measure 
a pumpkin every few days 
until you are sure it has 
stopped growing. Like a 
ripe apple, its skin should 
be the deep color you 
saw in the seed catalog. 
Use a sharp knife to cut it 
carefully from the vine. If 
you plan to decorate with it 
first, be sure to leave a nice 
stem.

 I usually grow at least 
one pumpkin vine every 
year. However, I always 
look forward to going to 
the local farmers market 
in the fall and choosing 
several kinds of colors and 
sizes different from what 
I grew. If you visit my 
home in the fall, you will 
find a variety of pumpkins 
cascading down my 
front steps. I also use 
them inside on the tables 
and the mantle. Bonus 
— when I’m finished 
decorating with them, I 
get to eat them!

If stored properly, your 
fall decorations are ready 
for cooking at Christmas 
or even later in the winter. 
They will keep for three to 
four months if you store 
them in a cool, dark space 
like a garage and place them 
stem-side down on a piece 
of cardboard. Washing with 
a mild chlorine solution (one 
cup bleach to one gallon of 
water) destroys any bacteria 
that might cause rotting. 

Pumpkins also freeze 
well. I always cut mine in 
half, just like you would a 
winter squash, and bake 

it at  375 degrees until it’s 
tender. Let it cool, mash 
and put in freezer bags. It’s 
as simple as that. This gives 
me lots of pumpkin for my 
favorite recipes all year.

Grown in North 
America for more than 
5,000 years, pumpkins 
are a cultivar of winter 
squash — or are they? 
I read that along with 
squash and gourds, they 
are members of the family 
Cucurbitaceae, the same 
family as the cucumber, 
watermelon, honeydew 
and decorative gourds. 

This is a quote from an 
article in Southern Living 
magazine: “Not all gourds 
are squash, but many 
squashes are gourds and a 
pumpkin is a squash and 
also a gourd.”

Pumpkin is a  what? 
All I need to know is 
that I like pumpkins and 
I enjoy growing them 
and preparing them in 
different ways. I love — I 
mean extremely love — 
pumpkin pie, but there are 
so many other ways to use 
pumpkin.

One of my family’s 
favorite pumpkin recipes 
is my Cinderella pumpkin 
soup. It combines leeks, 
fresh thyme and rosemary, 
curry and heavy cream 
with the pureed pumpkin. 
Just before adding the 
cream, I remove the herbs 
and use my immersion 

blender to break down the 
chunks until it’s smooth. 
We finish it by scattering 
pumpkin seeds we roasted 
and crumbled bacon on 
top. Oh, yum! 

Roasting the seeds from 
our freshly cut pumpkins 
is another fun treat. The 
hardest part is washing 
the slimy seeds in water 
to get all the pumpkin 
strings and residue off. 
We burned seeds the first 
couple of times we roasted 
them. Then I learned 
that boiling the seeds in 
saltwater for about 10 
minutes not only will 
finish the cleaning job, but 
the seeds will cook more 
evenly. After boiling, we 
put them in a colander 
and dry them thoroughly 
so they will be crispier.

Once dry, coat them 
with olive oil or melted 
butter and add seasonings 
to suit your cravings — 
cinnamon and sugar for 
a sweet tooth, something 
like chipotle for a spicy 
treat or sometimes just sea 
salt. Then spread them out 
on parchment paper-lined 
baking sheets, the thinner 
the better for crispiness, 
and bake at 325 degrees 
for about 25 minutes. So 
good for snacking and a 
great topping for soup or 
salads!

Pumpkin smoothies are 
also popular at my house, 
and that’s where my 

frozen pumpkin comes 
in handy. Because of its 
sweet flavor, you won’t 
need extra sugar. Take the 
pumpkin with the flavor 
you love and puree and 
freeze it. Then, for the 
rest of the year, you are 
ready for pumpkin-based 
smoothies! 

Making them is so 
simple. Put about ½ 
cup of puree into the 
blender with half a frozen 
banana, add spices like 
nutmeg and cinnamon (or 
pumpkin pie spice) and 
almond milk for a healthy, 
delicious treat. 

It’s the perfect treat even 
if you’re watching your 
weight; it’s low in calories 
and filling from the fiber. 
If you want your texture 
thicker like ice cream, 
just add some ice before 
blending.

If you have never grown 
a pumpkin vine in your 
victory garden, I hope 
you will next season. Your 
seed catalog is the best 
(not to mention amazing) 
source to help determine 
which pumpkins to grow 
for soups, pies, decorating 
or desserts.

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.
com. Email her at 
VictoryGardenGal@gmail.
com.

VICTORY GARDEN GAL

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Seed catalogs are the best source to help determine which pumpkins to grow for soups, 
pies, decorating or desserts, columnist DeeAnn Rivera writes. Drew C. Wilson | Restoration 

NewsMedia 
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NASH COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that public 
hearings will be held on Monday, 
October 4, 2021 beginning at 
9:00 a.m. before the Nash County 
Board of Commissioners in the 
Frederick B. Cooper Commis-
sioners Room on the third floor of 
the Claude Mayo, Jr. Administra-
tion Building located at 120 West 
Washington Street, Nashville, NC 
27856 to consider:
Conditional Rezoning Request 
CZ-210901 made by Barnes Land 
Corporation, the property owner, to 
rezone approximately 30.5 acres 
on both sides of Needham Rd, 
Bailey, NC 27807 and identified 
as Nash County Tax Map PIN 
#277500532304 from R-40 (Single-
Family Residential) to RA-20-CZ 
(Medium Density Residential Condi-
tional Zone) for the development of 
the 37-lot Whitley Crossing Phase 2 
Subdivision.
Conditional Rezoning Request CZ-
210902 made by Thomas P. White, 
the developer, on behalf of the 
Choplin Family, the property owners, 
to rezone approximately 110.31 
acres on the west side of S NC 
Highway 231, Middlesex, NC 27557 
and identified as Nash County Tax 
Map PIN #273200441805 from R-40 
(Single-Family Residential) to RA-
20-CZ (Medium Density Residential 
Conditional Zone) for the develop-
ment of the 142-lot Choplin Property 
NC 231 Subdivision.
Text Amendment Request A-210802 

made by the Nash County Technical 
Review Committee to amend the 
Nash County Unified Development 
Ordinance Article IX, Table 9-3-1 to 
require a conditional zoning district 
for the development of private camp-
grounds and RV parks in the A1 
(Agricultural) Zone.
Members of the public are 
invited to attend this meeting 
and to participate as permitted 
by the applicable public hearing 
procedures. Substantial changes 
to the requests may result from the 
public hearings. The full request 
applications may be reviewed on 
weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at the Nash County Planning 
& Inspections Department on the 
second floor of the Claude Mayo, 
Jr. Administration Building located 
at 120 West Washington Street, 
Suite 2110, Nashville, NC 27856 
or you may call 252-459-9807 for 
more information.
The Enterprise
September 22, 2021

NOTICE OF 2021 MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS

FOR THE TOWNS OF BAILEY, 
MIDDLESEX & SPRING HOPE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to G.S. 163-33(8) that 
the Towns of Bailey, Middlesex 

and Spring Hope non-partisan mu-
nicipal elections shall be held on 

Tuesday, November 2, 2021.  The 
Towns of Middlesex and Spring 
Hope will be electing a Mayor 

and all three will be electing Town 

Commissioners.  The polls shall 
be open on Election Day at 6:30 
a.m. and will close at 7:30 p.m.  

The polling places are as follows: 
Town of Bailey is the Bailey Baptist 
Church; Town of Middlesex is the 

Middlesex Baptist Church; and the 
Town of Spring Hope is the Spring 

Hope Community Building.

All residents of the towns who are 
registered to vote with the County 
Board of Elections may vote in this 

election.  Those town residents 
who are not registered to vote 

must register by Friday, October 
8, 2021, to be eligible to vote in 

this election.  Also, any voter who 
has moved since the last election 
must notify the Board of Elections 
of that change by the same date.  
Qualified persons may register 
with or request an application 

for registration from the Board of 
Elections between 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

Applications for registration are 
also available on our website www.

nashcountyboe.com.

Any qualified voter may vote an 
absentee ballot by mail.  Applica-

tions must be made in person or in 
writing to the Nash County Board of 
Elections.  The deadline for applying 
for an absentee ballot by mail is 5:00 

p.m., Tuesday, October 26, 2021. 

Persons wishing to register and 
vote after the registration deadline 

may appear in person at a one-stop 
absentee voting site, complete the 

voter registration application form 
and provide proof of residence by 
presenting valid documents show-

ing current name and address.  
One-stop absentee voting begins 
on Thursday, October 14, 2021 

and ends on Saturday, October 30, 
2021.  Anyone who wishes to vote 
early may do so between 8:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and on Saturday, October 
30, 2021 between 8:00 a.m. and 

3:00 p.m. at the Nash County Board 
of Elections Office, 1006 Eastern 

Avenue, Nashville.

The Board of Elections, if needed, 
will meet each Tuesday beginning 
October 12, 2021 through October 
26, 2021 for the purpose of approv-

ing absentee ballot applications.  
The board will also meet at 4:00 

p.m. on Monday, November 1, 2021 
to approve absentee ballot ap-

plications.  Absentee ballots will be 
counted on Election Day, November 

2, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the Board 
of Elections office; results will be 

released at 7:30 p.m. when the polls 
close.  The Board of Elections, if 

needed, will meet on Monday, No-
vember 8, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of approving and counting 
any remaining Absentee Ballots and 
Provisional Ballots.  Canvass will be 
held at the Board of Elections Office 
on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 

11:00 a.m.

Electioneering is not allowed 
within 50 feet of the entrance door 
to the polling place.  All voters are 

reminded to social distance at least 
6 feet.

Persons with questions about 
registration, absentee ballots, and 
other election matters may call the 
Nash County Board of Elections at 

459-1350 between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday.

Nash County Board of Elections
The Enterprise
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NOTICES

JOBS

Statewides

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehens-
ive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-
888-575-3018 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/press

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite
Sc reens . CHOICE Package ,
$84.99/mo for 12months. Stream on
20 devices at once in your home.
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for more
details today! (some restrictions ap-
ply) Call IVS 1-855-548-9839

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-844-938-
0700

Statewides

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844-496-
8601 www.dental50plus.com/nc-
press #6258

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and
denied, our attorneys can help! Win
or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC Prin-
cipal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scrant-
on PA 18503]

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 posit-
ive reviews. Call 844-213-6711

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avai lable.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-877-920-7405

Donate your car, truck or van. Help
veterans find jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic Hearts Founda-
tion. Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are standing
by! Call 1-866-955-1516

Statewides

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional in-
stallation. Top quality - Made in the
USA. Call for free consultation: 844-
250-7899. Ask about our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFil ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estim-
ate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-877-649-1190

Donʼt let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-888-618-
0918

Looking for assisted living, memory
care, or independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 1-833-658-8691
today!

Attention Active Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new career and
earn your Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 877-354-3499

Statewides

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call:833-987-0207

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2
FREE Months! 866-501-1596

Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce
payment by up to 50%! Get one
LOW affordable payment/month.
Reduce interest. Stop calls. FREE
no-obligation consultation Call 888-
841-0674

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal Ac-
tions! Speak to a Professional Attor-
ney and Get the Help You NEED!
Call NOW 844-404-0601

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUN-
NING OR NOT!! FAST FREE
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction.
Support United Breast Cancer Fdn
programs. Your car donation could
save a life. 888-641-9690

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages
50 to 80). No medical exam. Afford-
able premiums never increase. Be-
nefits never decrease. Policy will
only be cancelled for non-payment.
833-380-1218

Statewides

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call
today for a FREE QUOTE from
Americaʼs Most Trusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take the stress out of
moving! Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 866-985-1738

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30
DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-888-660-1252

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Become a published author! Public-
ations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-
855-658-2057

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. If
you have suffered a serious injury in
an auto accident, call us! Our attor-
neys have the experience to get you
the full compensation you deserve!
Call Now: 844-545-8296

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call
866-579-0885

Statewides

W h i t e - G l o v e S e r v i c e f r o m
Americaʼs Top Movers. Fully in-
sured and bonded. Let us take the
stress out of your out of state move.
FREE QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST! Medical, Fire,
Burglar. Even if you can't reach a
phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR KIDS!
Fast Free Pickup - Running or Not -
24 Hour Response - Maximum Tax
Donation - Help Find Missing Kids!
Call 888-908-0664

FINANCIAL

RENTALS

REAL 
ESTATE

Homes For Sale

SHEARIN REALTY
Home for Sale

Louisburg in Franklin County
4 bedrooms, 3 Full Baths

3,000 sq, ft, 1 acre lot
Call 919-819-3110

Trying to avoid another failed school year 
There’s no 

sugarcoating 
it: More 
that 50% 
of North 
Carolina’s 
students 
failed to 
achieve 
grade-level 
expectations 

last year. 
Test scores released 

earlier this month 
revealed only 45% of 
children passed state 
exams, compared to 59% 
in 2019, the year before 
the pandemic. The passing 
rate for Asians was 74%, 
59% for whites, 34% for 
Hispanics and 26% for 
Blacks. 

A national study found 
that the average school-
age student lost 55 
instruction days, almost 
one-third of a school year, 
between March 2020 
and the same month in 
2021. Additionally, some 
students only briefly 
checked in some days 
for virtual learning and 
the total lost days grows 
exponentially.

Can we all agree this 

isn’t acceptable?  This 
school year must be 
different. Here are some 
suggestions to make it 
successful:

1. Conduct a complete 
census of school-aged 
children to make sure 
they are identified and in 
school. State law requires 
it. The N.C. Department 
of Public Instruction 
estimated that between 
10,000 and 15,000 public 
school students were 
unaccounted for last year. 

2. Make a commitment 
that students will be 
in class the entire 
school year, regardless 
of conditions. Virtual 
learning was a failure. 
Creative solutions might 
be necessary, but this past 
year confirms we must 
keep our kids in class. 

Teachers, students and 
all personnel must feel 
“safe” in school facilities. 
This means constant 
sanitizing to guarantee 
cleanliness. School buses 
should be sanitized each 
morning and afternoon. 
Classrooms, hallways, 
gyms, cafeterias and 
other facilities will need 

modifying for distancing. 
Masks will likely be 
necessary for all but our 
youngest children. 

Recent studies indicate 
sports are the primary 
reason for COVID 
spread among the 
young. We might need 
to again eliminate team 
sports, guaranteed to be 
unpopular.

School districts 
must have flexibility 
to hire additional 
teachers, nurses, 
mentors, counselors, 
administrators, 
custodians, food 
service workers and 
other personnel. More 
people will require more 
intensive supervision.

Teachers must be given 
permission to “take a 
break” when they need 
to relieve stress and 
pressure, even if it is 
just a few minutes away 
from class. A burned-out, 
stressed-out teacher can’t 
be effective. 

3. Assess each student’s 
level of performance. 
Not only at the start of 
the year, but frequently 
throughout the year. 

Educators cannot get 
them back to grade level 
if they don’t accurately 
know student learning 
levels. Guarantee no 
negative consequences 
will be attributed to 
teachers or instructors in 
order to ensure accurate 
assessments. 

Students falling behind 
will require additional 
individual or group 
tutoring outside of class. 
Tutor groups must be 
kept small, say two to four 
students.

Principals and 
administrative personnel 
must frequently monitor 
every classroom. There’s 
no substitute for watching.

4. More counseling is 
imperative. The Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association Pediatrics 
pooled studies from 
across the globe and 
found clinically elevated 
depression in 25% of 
children and adolescents 
and anxiety in 20%. That’s 
double the usual levels. 
Children don’t always 
know how to express 
their feelings, so asking 
open-ended questions 

like “I feel _______,” or “I 
need ______” can often 
get reluctant students 
to express fears and 
concerns. 

5. Every student must 
have a grade-appropriate 
electronic tablet, notebook 
or laptop, along with 
instruction for using it.

6. Schools must have 
frequent contact with 
parents to ensure students 
are getting adequate sleep, 
nutrition and recreation 
and to update parents of 
progress and problems 
with their child.  

7. This is a turning 
point year, so we should 
extend this school year 
beyond the traditional 180 
instruction days. There 
is much to be done, and 
as you can see, many 
more dollars and people 
will be necessary for our 
children to catch up, keep 
up and master grade-
level instruction. Several 
states have extended the 
year by an additional 15-
30 instruction days. We 
should start planning now 
for summer school next 
year.

8. North Carolina must 

resolve to spend and 
use whatever means are 
necessary to achieve 
success. Our state has a $6 
billion surplus and federal 
relief funds are readily 
available for three years. 

We’ve got the money. 
Do we have the resolve? 
Our state constitution 
guarantees access to a 
“sound basic education” 
for every child. This is no 
time to scrimp on funding, 
materials and personnel 
for our children’s future. 

Let’s stop partisan 
arguing and put our 
children first. We cannot 
afford another failed 
school year.

Tom Campbell is a North 
Carolina Hall of Fame 
broadcaster and columnist 
who has covered North 
Carolina public policy 
issues since 1965. He 
recently retired from 
writing, producing and 
moderating the statewide 
half-hour TV program 
“N.C. Spin” that aired 
for 22 ½ years. Contact 
him at tomcamp@
carolinabroadcasting.
com.

TOM 
CAMPBELL

Manslaughter charge is filed in fatal crash near Sims
By Drew C. Wilson 
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818

WILSON — A man now faces 
felony charges in a motorist’s 
death on U.S. 264.

Demetrius Deandre Harris, 
38, of Wilson, was initially 
charged with driving while 
impaired in a 3:55 a.m. Sept. 
5 wreck at the highway’s mile 

marker 34 near Sims. 
Authorities on Thursday 

charged Harris with three 
felony offenses: involuntary 
manslaughter, larceny of a 
motor vehicle and passenger 
fleeing the scene of an accident 
with an injury or death.

Harris was released from 
the Wilson County Detention 
Center on a $50,000 bond and 
made his first appearance on 

the charges Friday morning in 
Wilson County District Court.

The N.C. Highway Patrol 
said 27-year-old Takera A. 
Knowles of Hope Mills ran her 
2015 Infiniti off the road to the 
left, then overcorrected and 
struck the end of a guardrail 
on the highway shoulder. The 
impact spun her vehicle into the 
oncoming eastbound lanes.

Highway Patrol Sgt. J.S. Smith 

said investigating Trooper C. 
Goulet estimated Knowles’ 
speed at the time she hit the 
guardrail to be about 100 mph.

As Knowles tried to exit her 
vehicle, Harris’ 2018 Maserati 
struck her and her four-door 
Infiniti sedan.

Troopers say Harris’ car was 
traveling at about 85 mph and 
the impact caused the Maserati 
to flip over several times.

Goulet said the first witness 
on the scene parked her 2011 
Mercedes near the wreck and 
rushed to Knowles’ aid.

Troopers say Harris stole 
the Mercedes and drove away 
as the witness attended to 
Knowles, who died of her 
injuries at the scene. Goulet 
said Harris drove the stolen 
Mercedes to Airport Boulevard, 
where he abandoned the car. 



ACROSS

1. Stick around
5. That girl
8. Final
12. Confederate
13. King Kong, 

e.g.
14. Yodeling 

sound
15. Howl
16. ____ 

service
17. Track 

competition
18. Notable 

period
20. Chances
21. Mexican 

sauce
24. Baseball’s 

Swoboda
26. Deadlock
27. Small piece
30. Also
33. Lyric poem
34. The ones 

there
35. Admit for a 

visit
36. Part of mph
37. Devoured
38. Elongated 

fish
39. Swiss peak
40. Avoid
42. Elated
45. Baseball-

card deal
48. Dilly
49. Tin ____
50. Royal 

garment
54. ____ 

tradition
55. Cup part
56. Soft light
57. Choicest
58. Sneaky
59. “Jagged 

____”

DOWN

1. Manner
2. Foamy brew
3. Unwell
4. Kinds
5. Crown of 

light
6. Saga
7. Word 

another way
8. Defective 

auto
9. Did better 

than a B
10. Discard
11. Tykes
19. Soft hue
21. Eight-sided 

sign
22. Deputy
23. Impolite 

look
25. Unlocked
28. Book 

divisions
29. Decay
30. On a voyage
31. Shortcoming

32. Remove 
from print

39. Mature
41. Brink
42. Droplet
43. Bait
44. Oh, woe!
46. Amtrak 

travel
47. Military 

force
51. Not young
52. Marsh
53. Lamb’s 

mother

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

THE luckiest signs this week:  
Taurus, Gemini and Cancer

ARIES

YOU need to think things through before you put 
your money where your mouth is. Also, making a 
budget and sticking to it will be crucial to achiev-
ing your personal goals. Stress will wear you 
down quickly.

TAURUS

AT work and elsewhere, there’ll be a lot of people 
around you. It’ll be quite stressful and therefore 
imperative that you take some time to rest. A proj-
ect or task of some kind is likely to be delayed.

GEMINI

TIME is a commodity that’s in short supply this 
week. Fortunately, you’ll be ri go rous when it 
comes to getting organized. You’ll be able to ac-
complish everything and have time to rest when 
you’re done. Your lo ved ones will be around for 
some type of celebration.

CANCER

YOU’LL be able to clear your head with regards 
to your career by taking a step back from your 
responsibilities. If you didn’t take a vacation this 
summer, you should give it some serious thought 
now. At least plan a weekend getaway.

LEO

SOME adjustments are needed at home and at 
work. You’ll instigate a few of these changes in 
order to move in the right direction and achieve 
your goals. An emotional upheaval will motivate 
this transformation.

VIRGO

A bit of patience will prove beneficial. You should 
be able to reach an agreement with certain com-
panies regarding a legal matter. You’ll successfully 
assert your rights and those of your community. 
Against all odds, you’ll receive a marriage pro-
posal.

LIBRA

WORK brings its share of stress. Fortuna tely, your 
partner’s love will ease any tension. All you need 
to do is spend some quality time together. A few 
changes to your routine and your relationship will 
find its se cond wind. 

SCORPIO

YOU’LL be challenged in some way, and it’s your 
chance to show your full potential. You’ll need to 
become more active or exercise on a regular basis 
with your lo ved ones if you want to get back in 
shape.

SAGITTARIUS

ACHIEVING the right work-life balance isn’t always 
easy. Fortunately, you’ll be able to count on your 
loved ones to help you meet all your obligations. If 
you’re a new couple, you’ll soon begin to discuss 
the subject of living together.

CAPRICORN

BE careful behind the wheel. You’ll receive several 
spontaneous invitations from lo ved ones to par-
ticipate in fun activities. You have good negotiat-
ing skills, and you’ll manage to resolve a conflict 
simply with a smile.

AQUARIUS

TO your surprise, you’ll find the funds to start your 
own small business or do some much needed 
work on the house before winter. In your love 
life, the comforts of home will lead to a pleasant 
emotional exchange.

PISCES

YOU’LL start the week with dynamism and a desire 
to conquer the world. You have to learn how to 
channel your energy in order to avoid burning the 
candle at both ends. When it comes to matters of 
the heart, it’s best to let romance unfold naturally.

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!
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REACH Center receives homelessness prevention grant
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
REACH Center has been 
awarded a grant from 
the N.C. Coalition to End 
Homelessness to provide 
leadership around the 
coordinated entry process 

for the N.C. Balance of 
State Continuum of Care. 

Funding for this grant 
was allocated by the U.S. 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
as a supportive services 
only coordinated 
entry grant through 

the continuum of care 
program.

The grant’s purpose is to 
improve the effectiveness 
of the N.C. Balance 
of State Continuum 
of Care’s coordinated 
entry system so more 
people experiencing 

homelessness have access 
to services. The system 
is easy to navigate, and 
households move quickly 
from homelessness to 
permanent housing. 

The REACH Center 
will take the lead in these 
efforts to support and 

improve the coordinated 
entry infrastructure for 
Region 9, which includes 
Nash, Edgecombe, 
Halifax, Franklin, 
Northampton, Vance, 
Granville and Warren 
counties. 

Some of the services 
offered through the 
grant include holding 
regular case conference 
calls with agencies to 
review a list of individuals 
seeking housing and 
developing a plan of care, 
ensuring all participating 
agencies follow written 
standards set by the 
COC and regional 
committee, providing case 
management, including 
assessments, crisis 
counseling, connection 
to resources, etc., and 
providing outreach to 
meet urgent physical 
needs such as meals, 
blankets, clothing and 
toiletries.

The REACH Center, 
whose name stands 
for its core values of 
respect, empowerment, 
accountability, creativity 
and holistic development, 
will continue to serve 
as one of the rehousing 

agencies for Region 9, 
offering homelessness 
prevention and rapid 
rehousing programs. 

Homelessness 
prevention programs 
provide temporary rental 
and utility assistance to 
households at imminent 
risk of becoming homeless 
and without options for 
living with family, friends 
or other support networks. 
Rapid rehousing programs 
help move homeless 
individuals and families 
quickly into permanent 
housing and achieve 
stability in that housing.

For more information 
about the REACH Center 
and housing services, visit 
www.myreachnc.com or 
call 252-937-2942. 

A food pantry is shown at the REACH Center in Rocky 
Mount, which exists to help people secure gainful 
employment, prevent homelessness and break the cycle 
of violence through education, skills development and 
connections to community resources. Contributed photo 

The system is 

easy to navigate, 

and households 

move quickly from 

homelessness 

to permanent 

housing. 

Candidate Forum

Spring Hope Municipal Election
Mayoral Candidates

Kyle Pritchard and Prudence Wilkins

Board of Commissioners Candidates
Brent Cone, Drew Griffin, Ricky Tucker, Dap Dunston, 

Jason Himmelright, Tony Jeffreys and Eric Gainey

Thursday, October 7
6 p.m.

Spring Hope Community Building, 104 Community Street
Virtual options: SpringHopeEnterpise.com and Facebook Live

presented by


