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A few of my favorite 
things about fall 

I love fall. It’s absolute-
ly my favorite season.

For me, the appeal 
comes in the brilliant 
colors of autumn leaves, 
the coziness of putting 
on a soft sweater, the al-
lure of baking pumpkin 
bread and making a pot 
of chili, the nightly ritual 
of watching from our 
front yard as migratory 

birds fly in a line across the sky.
Some of my favorite childhood memo-

ries happened in the fall.
Every year, our parents took my sister 

and me to the N.C. mountains to see the 
changing leaves. We’d pick apples in rus-
tic orchards, wander winding mountain 
roads, stop in Cherokee to see our favor-
ite tourist attractions.

 Even now, when I step out on the first 
cool mornings of fall, I’m immediately 
drawn back to the mountains and the 
chill in the air that wouldn’t arrive back 
home for several weeks.

An annual pig-picking at the Boykin 
family homeplace always happened in 
October. All the aunts, uncles and cous-
ins on my daddy’s side of the family 
would spend a Friday night in a house 
without indoor plumbing or heat.

 Before we fell asleep, we’d talk, play 
games and listen to high school football 
games on a transistor radio. In the morn-
ing, the men got up early to start cooking 
the pig, and the women prepared the 
most delicious breakfast any of us ate all 
year. What I wouldn’t give to have a bowl 
of grits, scrambled eggs, bacon and a 
slice of buttered toast cooked on Granny 
and Granddaddy’s old stove. Memories 
of those cool nights and early mornings 
flood back every year when fall comes 
around.

I think I sleep a little better in the fall. I 
love the color of the sky more in the fall. 
I get excited about planning Halloween 
treats in the fall.

Without a doubt, I love fall.

Lisa Boykin Batts is associate editor of The 
Wilson Times and editor of Wide Awake.
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We’d pick apples in rustic 
orchards, wander winding 
mountain roads, stop in 
Cherokee to see our favorite 
tourist attractions.



For Wide Awake

Creedmoor Volunteer Fire De-
partment will be holding its annual 
Fireman’s Day fundraiser and cele-
bration Oct. 9. 

There will be a parade held on 
Main Street at 1 p.m. and a Bruns-
wick stew sale to follow.

Most sales are by pre-order, but 
there will be limited stew for sale af-
ter the parade, as well as “I Support 
CVFD” T-shirts for $20. 

Donations and support are wel-
comed.

Contact Carl Horgaard at 919-368-
6470 with questions.

Fireman’s Day is a tradition in 
Creedmoor that dates back to Oct. 
14, 1959. The annual event is held the 
second Saturday in October.

All funds raised support the fire 
department in its day-to-day oper-
ations. The funds also pay for new 
equipment, training and general 
expenses, according to the town’s 
website.
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WIDE AWAKE GRANVILLE
Fireman’s Day features parade, Brunswick stew

Local kids ride atop a Creedmoor firetruck during the 2019 Fireman’s Day parade. This year’s event is Oct. 9. Amanda Dixon |  
For Wide Awake

Cyclists making a stop in Granville County
For Wide Awake

Cycle North Carolina kicks off a week-long 
ride from the mountains to the coast on Oct. 3, 
with hundreds of cyclists traveling through the 
Butner/Creedmoor area as part of their journey 
through the state’s scenic back roads. Participants 
representing 41 states, as well as the District of 
Columbia, Costa Rica and Canada, will leave from 
Allegheny High School in Sparta and are set to 
arrive in North Topsail Beach Town Park on Oct. 9, 
biking an average of 65 miles per day. 

The cyclists’ scheduled stop in Granville County 
is planned for the fourth day of the trek on Oct. 
6, with an itinerary that includes tours of Cedar 
Creek Gallery, the Soldiers Memorial Sports Are-
na, Camp Butner Museum, Butner Town Hall, 
High Rock Farms and the Stem Fire Department. 

From noon until 4 p.m., cyclists can enjoy lunch 
from area food trucks on the grounds of the Creed-
moor Recreation Center. The Granville County 
Tourism Development Authority will also host a 
welcome tent where local maps and area informa-
tion will be available.

The day will conclude at the Butner Gazebo 
Park for “Alive After Five,” sponsored by the 
Granville County Chamber of Commerce, where 
cyclists will meet area residents and enjoy live 
music by the Band of Oz. The event starts at 5:30 
p.m.; food trucks will be on site.

The “Mountains to the Coast” Tour is the state’s 
only fully-supported ride. Luggage is transported 
in vehicles from one overnight host community to 
the next. Rider support vehicles are also available 
to aid cyclists who experience physical or mechan-
ical issues. Outdoor camping areas are set up for 

interested participants, with rest stops available 
every 15 to 20 miles along the route.

The stop in Granville County includes an over-
night stay at a temporary campsite on the grounds 
of the Creedmoor Recreation Center, with reserva-
tions at local hotels for those who prefer additional 
amenities. Overnight stays for the 2021 tour are al-
so scheduled for Mount Airy, Reidsville, Roxboro, 
Smithfield and Wallace, with the route passing 
through many other towns and communities along 
the way.

Volunteers are needed to assist on the day of arriv-
al, Oct. 6. Shifts are scheduled from 11 a.m. until 1 
p.m., 1 to 3 p.m., 3 to 5 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 

For more information about volunteering or to 
sign up, contact Granville County Tourism Direc-
tor Angela Allen at angela.allen@granvillecounty.
org. 
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WIDE AWAKE JOHNSTON

ALL ABOUT AVA
Smithfield venue 
honors movie star’s 
small town roots
By Janelle Clevinger

SMITHFIELD — In the 1950s, Ava 
Gardner was a household name hav-
ing starred in Hollywood blockbuster 
films such as “Show Boat,” “Pandora 
and the Flying Dutchman,” “The 
Snows of Kilimanjaro,” “The Bare-
foot Contessa,” “Bhowani Junction” 
and “On the Beach.” But her life be-
gan in the community of Grabtown 
in Johnston County as the youngest 
of seven children born to a tobacco 
sharecropper and his wife.

To honor her roots and her success, 
Ava Gardner exhibits were first held 
in Smithfield in 1979. In 1981, the 
Ava Gardner Museum opened in 
the old Brogden “teacherage,” Ava’s 
childhood home and a boarding 
school for teachers that Ava’s mother 
ran. 

After moving in and out of several 
locations over the years, the museum 
found its permanent home in 2000 at 
325 E. Market St., Smithfield.

In 2020, the museum suffered from 
the COVID-19 pandemic as most 
other businesses did, losing a large 
percentage of expected visitors. To 
add insult to injury, a plumbing disas-
ter in January of this year caused the 
museum to flood. 

“Although none of the collection 
was damaged, we had to remove ev-
erything and replace the carpeting, 
flooring and molding, repaint the en-
tire space and even replace the kitch-
en cabinets and bathroom fixtures,” 
said Lynell Seabold, the museum’s 
executive director. “The renovations 
were extensive, and much in the 
museum is brand new, although our 
square footage — over 5,000 square 
feet of exhibit space — remains un-
changed.”

The museum usually adds one or 
two new exhibits per year but decid-
ed to up that amount this year as ma-
jor changes were happening anyway.

“Since we were changing every-
thing, we decided to put in five brand 
new exhibits this year,” Seabold said. 

NEW EXHIBITS

The new exhibits are costumes 
from Gardner’s films; costumes from 
Gardner’s television appearances; 
a chicken platter used by Gardner’s 
mother when she entertained her 
daughter and new husband, actor 
Mickey Rooney (photos of the actual 
visit are included in the exhibit); a 
dress from Gardner’s personal col-
lection; and a dress worn by Gardner 
made with material obtained by 
Howard Hughes. Hughes, an eccen-
tric aviator and businessman, and 
Gardner were close friends for over 
20 years.  

“During WWII, silk was a precious 
commodity as it was being used for 
parachutes,” Seabold said. “Howard, 
in his never-ending quest to impress 
Ava, got some of the very hard-to-
obtain silk material and had a dress 
made for her.”

Seabold said that the museum is 
always adding new items to its col-
lection, staying in constant contact 
with several Gardner memorabilia 
collectors. 

“I just purchased a new artifact 
from a collector we have been in 
contact with for years,” Seabold said. 
“He decided to sell a few items, and 
we were able to purchase an artifact 
from Ava’s film “Show Boat.”

“We also have an artifact that we 
just added to the collection that was 
loaned to us by Ava’s great-niece, 
who was named after Ava, as well 
as a charm that was given to Ava 
by Howard Hughes, both of which 
have never been on exhibit before,” 
Seabold added. “We do have several 
items that have come from the family, 
and we are lucky to have many fami-
ly members who have been involved 
with the museum and been on our 
board of directors.”

Gardner, who was born on Dec. 24, 
1922, would have turned 100 in 2022, 
and the museum is planning on cele-
brating in a big way. 

The 5,000-square-foot Ava Gardner Museum in Smithfield includes many of Gardner’s personal dresses and costumes from her movie roles and television appearances. The 
museum has added five new exhibits this year. Contributed photo 
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“We are having a year-long celebra-
tion of Ava’s 100th birthday starting 
with the Ava Gardner Festival on Oct. 
7 and 8, 2022, and going throughout 
2023,” Seabold said. “We have ma-
ny events and special plans in the 
works and are in touch with several 
collectors, hoping to have an exhibit 
of items from collectors around the 
world during our special celebra-
tion.” 

Seabold said that hearing what 
visitors have learned about Gardner 
while visiting the museum reinforces 
her belief that the museum is serving 
its purpose.

“I love when our visitors say they 
learned about Ava’s personal life and 
who she was as a person,” Seabold 
said. 

“Most of us know about Ava’s film 
career, and we do cover her career at 
the Ava Gardner Museum, but to be 
able to give our visitors the feeling 
that they ‘know’ Ava is important. 
She was funny, loyal, generous, lov-
ing, and we want people to know she 
did not have any ‘airs’ about being a 
famous movie star. At the end of the 
day, she was still that simple North 

Carolina girl who is now buried here 
in Smithfield with her family, as she 
requested.”

“Ava came from humble begin-
nings in rural North Carolina and 
became one of the most famous and 
sought-after actors in the world,” 
Seabold continued. 

“She was an independent, 
open-minded woman ahead of her 
time. She paid her own way through-
out her life and was a lifelong sup-
porter of equal rights. Growing up 
as a child in the segregated South, 
she went on to support racial equal-
ity causes and to stand up for her 
friends who experienced bigotry or 
intolerance.”

When Gardner was 11 years old, 
her family moved to Newport News, 
Virginia, to search for work. At 15 
years old, Gardner moved to Rock 
Ridge in Wilson County after her fa-
ther’s death. 

She attended high school there 
and graduated in 1939. She then 
attended secretarial classes at At-
lantic Christian College (now 
Barton College) for about a year 
before visiting her sister in New 

York and catching her big break 
after a talent scout saw her photo 
in the window of her brother-in-
law’s studio.

Gardner was married three times: 
to actor Mickey Rooney, jazz musi-
cian and composer Artie Shaw and 
singer and actor Frank Sinatra. In 
1968, she moved to London, where 
she lived until her death in January 
1990 at the age of 67. She had con-
tinued acting until 1986. In 1999, she 
was ranked No. 25 on the greatest fe-
male screen legends of classic Ameri-
can cinema list by the American Film 

Institute.
Gardner is buried in Smithfield’s 

Sunset Memorial Park next to her 
siblings and their parents, Jonas and 
Molly Gardner,

Seabold said that the Ava Gardner 
Museum is a source of pride for ma-
ny people in Smithfield.

“We have brought visitors to Smith-
field from every state and at least 22 
other countries,” Seabold said. “They 
will often ask our docents for recom-
mendations for places to eat, to shop, 
or stay the night which helps our lo-
cal economy.”

Plan to Go?
The Ava Gardner Museum is located at 325 E. Market St. Smithfield.

Parking is available on the street as well as in a parking lot behind the museum building. 

Hours are Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sunday, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Admission is $12 (ages 18 – 64); $10 (ages 65 and up); $10 (active-duty military); $10 
(ages 13 to 17); $8 (ages 6 to 12); and free for children under 6. A special group rate for 
10 or more people is offered for $10 per person.

For more information, contact the museum at 919-934-5830 or email avainfo@
avagardner.org.
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WIDE AWAKE WAKE/FRANKLIN

Ghost walks return to Wake Forest 
For Wide Awake

WAKE FOREST — If you’re looking for a “haunt-
ingly” good time this fall season, then don’t miss 
the “Spirits of Wake Forest” ghost walk in down-
town Wake Forest. Presented by Wake Forest 
Downtown Inc., in conjunction with Forest Moon 
Theater, these tours will be offered on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday through Oct. 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.

Downtown Wake Forest’s buildings and side-
walks have seen well more than 100 years of histo-
ry, and they have some spooky stories to tell. Join 
WFD Inc. and FMT’s cast of storytellers to learn 
about the tragic train wrecks, murderous mamas 
and restless spirits that make up just a small piece 
of downtown’s haunted history. 

Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for children 10 
and under. Tickets must be purchased in advance 
at https://bit.ly/SpiritsofWF. Please note: Tickets are 
non-refundable/non-transferable. Tours will take 
place rain or shine. Tours are recommended for ag-
es 8 and up, but younger children are welcome at 
their parents’ discretion. Any attendees under the 
age of 17 must be accompanied by an adult.

Lasting approximately one hour and 15 minutes, 
each ghost tour will take place in Historic Down-
town Wake Forest’s business district, primarily 
along South White Street. Tour groups will meet 
outside Wake Forest Town Hall, 301 S. Brooks St., 
and the ghost walks will begin promptly at the 

scheduled time. Tours are within the business dis-
trict only and will not include private residences.

Spirits of Wake Forest is planned and hosted by a 
volunteer committee, and all proceeds from ticket 

sales will serve as donations to further the mission 
of WFD Inc. and FMT. For more information, email 
program assistant Lynnette Beadle at lbeadle@
wakeforestnc.govkeforestnc.gov.

Don’t miss this year’s “Spirits of Wake Forest” ghost walks presented by Wake Forest Downtown Inc. in 
conjunction with Forest Moon Theater. Contributed photo

Fall event includes pumpkins, family games
For Wide Awake

WENDELL — The community can 
enjoy a free fall event again this year 
thanks to Meridian Waste, an integrat-
ed, non-hazardous solid waste services 
company, and Shotwell Construction & 
Demolition (C&D) Landfill.

Event activities include a bounce 
house obstacle course, pumpkin and 
face painting, cornhole games, ani-
mal balloon tying, hayride tours and 
touch-a-truck display. 

The Charity Pumpkin Patch will 
support local nonprofits including 
The Bailey and Sarah Williamson 

Farm & Nature Preserve, Good Hope 
Baptist Church and East Wake Edu-
cation Foundation.

The event is every Saturday in Oc-
tober from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Merid-
ian Waste’s Shotwell C&D Landfill, 
4724 Smithfield Road in Wendell.

Last year’s event was so well re-
ceived by the local community and 
charities that the company is hosting 
it again this year. 

Pumpkins will be available in 
three sizes with suggested dona-
tions of $5 for medium, $10 for 
large and $15 for an extra-large 
pumpkin. 

Donations are suggested but are 
not required to visit the facility and 
enjoy the activities. 

Meridian Waste is donating 100% 
of monies raised from the pumpkin 
donations to local non-profits and 
will match all pumpkin donations to 
double the amount given to the local 

charities. 
For more information, visit the 

event page at MeridianWaste.com/
ShotwellPumpkin. 

For more information about Me-
ridian Waste’s services in North 
Carolina, visitMeridianWaste.com/
NC. 

Event activities include a bounce house  
obstacle course, pumpkin and face painting,  
cornhole games, animal balloon tying, hayride tours 
and touch-a-truck display. 
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WIDE AWAKE WILSON
Musical takes audience to Bikini Bottom
For Wide Awake

Wilson Arts and ACT! for Youth 
will present the first performance of 
the 2021-22 season, “The SpongeBob 
Musical,” Oct. 15-17 at the Boykin 
Center.

This wild theatrical romp is an ad-
aptation of Nickelodeon’s long-run-
ning animated children’s sitcom of 
the same name. 

In the undersea city of Bikini 
Bottom lives a happy-go-lucky and 
ever-optimistic yellow sea sponge 
named SpongeBob SquarePants 
and his equally quirky circle of 
friends and neighbors. Sponge-
Bob’s pleasant existence is abrupt-
ly interrupted when it is discovered 
that Mount Humongous, a nearby 
volcano, will erupt within the next 
48 hours and obliterate Bikini Bot-
tom. 

SpongeBob, trying to prove to him-
self and the world that he is not “just 
a simple sponge,” resolves to save 
the day when everybody else has giv-
en up all hope.

Purchase tickets to this fami-
ly-friendly performance online by 
visiting the Wilson Arts website 
at wilsonarts.com/tickets to order 
through the ticketing link, by call-
ing the box office at 252-291-4329 
to purchase tickets over the phone 
with a credit card, or visiting the 
reception desk at the new Wilson 
Arts Center at 204 Nash St. S. during 
regular business hours (10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Tuesday-Saturday). 

Tickets will also be sold at the 
door, with the box office at the Boy-
kin Center opening one hour prior to 

showtime. 
Due to concerns with COVID-19, 

the Edna Boykin Cultural Center re-

quires masking for those who are not 
vaccinated and highly recommends 
masking for all performance attend-

ees to help ensure the safety of its 
performers and vulnerable commu-
nity members.

Catch “The SpongeBob Musical,” Oct. 15-17 at the Boykin Center. Contributed photo 

Heritage Day returns to Black Creek Oct. 9
For Wide Awake

BLACK CREEK  — The 22nd annu-
al Black Creek Heritage Day is Satur-
day, Oct. 9, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The event gets an early start on 

Friday night with a street dance from 
6:30 to 9.

Saturday’s events include a free 
concert by The Embers featuring 
Craig Woolard from 3-6 p.m., a car 
cruise-in and tractor display. Break-

fast is available from 7 to 10 a.m.
There will also be a bake sale, craft 

vendors and food trucks selling a 
variety of items, including pizza, Tex-
as-Mex food, kettle corn and home-
made ice cream.

The family will enjoy hayrides, 
inflatables, face painting, hair paint-
ing and a coloring display from Lee 
Woodard Elementary School.

On Center Street, see an art exh-
tion by Wilson County Schools.
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2-day festival kicks off Oct. 1
Enjoy parade, 
food, vendors 
and contests
By Janelle Clevinger

Back in 1971, local farmers and 
businessmen Ralph Bass and El-
mo Tant proposed that Spring 
Hope become home to a festival 
celebrating the annual pumpkin 
harvest. And in 1972, the Spring 
Hope Pumpkin Festival began its 
long history, eventually receiving a 
congressional charter making it a 
national festival. 

The two-day festival, which was 
postponed last year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 1, and Saturday, Oct. 
2, this year in downtown Spring 
Hope.

“The Spring Hope National Pump-
kin Festival is the longest continuous 
running annual festival in Nash 
County,” said Ethan Vester, president 
of the Spring Hope Area Chamber of 
Commerce. “We kick things off this 
year on Friday with a pumpkin rec-
ipe contest. The food vendors open 
for business at noon, kids’ bouncy 
houses and train begin at 5 p.m., fol-
lowed by music and a street dance at 
7 p.m.”

One of the highlights of the festival 
is the giant pumpkin and watermelon 
weigh-off, with growers bringing 
their produce in around 7 a.m. festi-
val Saturday to Spring Hope Baptist 
Church, registering at 8 a.m. The ac-
tual weighing beginning at 9 a.m. In 
addition to pumpkins and watermel-
ons, sweet potatoes, gourds and the 
occasional tomato are also accepted 
in the contest.

“The festival’s weigh-off is sanc-
tioned by the Great Pumpkin Com-

monwealth, meaning that the contest 
follows the Commonweath’s rules so 
that winners can boast global wins,” 
Vester said. 

“Last year we still had a GPC-sanc-
tioned weigh-off of produce even 
though we did not hold the actual 
festival.”

Friday’s activities continue into 
Saturday at 9 a.m. with the addition 
of craft vendors, more music, well-
ness checks provided by community 
health care organizations, the intro-
duction of the Miss Pumpkin Queen 
and Little Miss Pumpkin, and the ev-
er-popular festival parade beginning 
at 1 p.m.

“We average from 8,000 to 10,000 
people attending the parade, which 
features marching bands, local busi-

nesses, the Shrine Club, pumpkin 
queens and antique cars and trac-
tors,” Vester said. “And our grand 
marshal is Demo Tant, the brother 
of Elmo Tant, one of the festival’s 
founders.”

“Mr. Tant, who lives in Momeyer, 
will have turned 100 years old on 
Sept. 21,” Vester said. “In the spirit 
of the pandemic birthday parades 
where people drove by individuals’ 
homes celebrating birthdays, we 
are reversing that parade. Being the 
grand marshal, he will get to ride 
around so that everyone will see 
him.”

Vester said that visitors might no-
tice that the festival is a little more 
spread out this year, with vendors 
spaced farther apart as part of 

the festival’s COVID-19 protocol. 
There will also be hand sanitizer at 
each vendor’s booth and plenty of 
hand-washing stations. 

“The Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival is your traditional 
‘Hallmark’ Americana festival, and 
we want everyone to celebrate the 
harvest season with us,” Vester said. 
“It’s neat to ride around town and see 
all the friends and families getting 
together. I know of at least six family 
reunions going on during the festival 
weekend.”

For more information about the 
pumpkin festival, call the Spring 
Hope Area Chamber of Commerce 
at 252-478 -1919 or visit https://www.
visitspringhope.com/national-pump-
kin-festival.

WIDE AWAKE NASH

Plan on trying all kinds of food at this year’s Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. Ken Ripley | For Wide Awake

SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  
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SPRING HOPE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 
SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

 FRIDAY, OCT. 1
9 a.m. 

Pumpkin Recipe Contest at the Community Building
Noon-10 p.m. 

Food vendors open for business
5-7 p.m. 

Bouncy houses and kids’ train
5-10 p.m. 

Chamber tent open with souvenir T-shirts, visors and caps
6-7 p.m. 

Music provided by Russ James
6:30 p.m. 

Opening ceremonies and welcome by Ethan Vester,  
chamber president

6:35 p.m. 
National anthem

6:45 p.m. 
The new Miss and Little Miss Pumpkin Queen will be crowned

7-10 p.m. 
Sleeping Booty Band concert on main stage 

 
SATURDAY, OCT. 2

8 a.m. 
Giant pumpkin and watermelon weigh-off

9 a.m. 
Welcome by Ethan Vester, chamber president

9:05 a.m. 
Music by Jerome Creekmore 

 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Craft vendors open

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Food vendors open

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Chamber tent open with souvenir T-shirts, visors and caps

10-11 a.m. 
Pumpkin Creations for the kids at Depot Park

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Heads Up Penny band performance

Noon 
Introduce Miss Pumpkin Queen & Little Miss Pumpkin by 

Sylvia Williams, pageant coordinator
1 p.m. 

Announce winners of Pumpkin Weigh-off, Pumpkin Creations 
and Pumpkin Recipe Contest by Ethan Vester

1 p.m. 
Festival parade

2:30-4 p.m. 
Music provided by Heads Up Penny band

2:30 p.m. to closing 
Bouncy houses and kids’ train

2:30-5 p.m. 
Craft and food vendors remain open

 5 p.m. 
Closing ceremony

All posted dates/times/places are subject to change.
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Go BIG or 
go home

SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Spring Hope man 
grows record-
breaking produce
By Janelle Clevinger

When Spring Hope area resident 
Danny Vester retired from an area 
telephone company about seven 
years ago, he decided he needed 
to take up a hobby. Golf perhaps? 
Woodworking? Fishing? 

None of the above. Vester decided 
to grow giant vegetables. And he suc-
ceeded right out of the gate. 

“The very first pumpkin I entered 
in a contest set a state record at 1,296 
pounds,” Vester said. “Of the top five 
all-time largest pumpkins grown in 
North Carolina, I’ve grown four of 
them.”

A pumpkin weighing 1506.5  
pounds is Vester’s current state re-
cord, set at the 2019 North Carolina 
State Fair.

Vester doesn’t just grow huge 
pumpkins. He also grows gigantic 
cantaloupes and watermelons. In 
2018, Vester was a Guinness Book of 

World Records holder for growing 
a cantaloupe weighing 65.9 pounds. 
The current cantaloupe record holder 
weighed 71 pounds and was grown 
from the seed of Vester’s 65.9 pound 
cantaloupe.

But Vester faces stiff competition 
wherever he enters his giant crops. 
Even close to home.

“Two of the top five largest water-
melons in the world were entered at 
the Spring Hope weigh-off last year,” 
Vester said. “You could possibly see 
a watermelon over 300 pounds. You 
just don’t know until you drive up 
there that Saturday morning.”

This year’s weigh-off is held in 
conjunction with the Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival on Satur-
day, Oct. 2.

Vester didn’t necessarily mean to 
grow world-record size produce, but 
he did start out on this course for two 
reasons.

First, he was encouraged by his 
son, Ethan Vester, president of the 
Spring Hope Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and others involved in the 
Spring Hope National Pumpkin Fes-
tival to try his hand at growing large 
pumpkins that could be used in festi-
val marketing and drawing visitors to 
the festival.

“Two of the top five largest watermelons in the 
world were entered at the Spring Hope weigh-off 
last year. You could possibly see a watermelon 
over 300 pounds. You just don’t know until you 
drive up there that Saturday morning.” 
DANNY VESTER, champion pumpkin grower
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Danny Vester of Spring Hope oversees his giant pumpkin being rigged out of the patch and onto a pallet in September. The 
pallet and pumpkin were then lifted onto a flatbed truck by crane and rigging company Edwards, Inc. The next morning, the 
pumpkin made the trip to Knoxville, Tennessee, for the Tennessee Valley Fair where it weighed in at 1,390 pounds. Contributed 
photo 

“He started growing these pump-
kins to aid the chamber with bringing 
the festival more notoriety and bring-
ing it back to its agricultural roots,” 
said Ethan Vester. “We use the giants 
for publicity, and our sponsors are 
reacting well. Donations and support 
are coming from new and often agri-
culture-based companies.”

The second reason was educational 
in nature.

“I want to show my grandkids the 
benefits of agriculture and growing 
food,” Vester said. “I want them to 
see where their food comes from and 
make sure they can feed themselves if 
the world goes sideways.”

Vester has also started programs 
for 4-H clubs in Nash and Edgecombe 
counties, giving the groups pumpkin 
plants that could grow giant, if not 
record-breaking, pumpkins. He also 
donates seeds from his giant crops 
to agricultural groups that auction 
them off. His produce seeds have 
been used to grow plants in Europe, 
England, Spain, Slovakia and all over 
the United States. 

SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  
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Pumpkin Weigh-In Saturday
Watermelons, sweet 
potatoes welcome

Date of contest: Saturday, Oct. 2
Location: First Baptist Church of 

Spring Hope

The Spring Hope National Pump-
kin Festival welcomes the Great 
Pumpkin Commonwealth back to 
Spring Hope for the year’s weigh-off. 

This year’s weigh-off will include 
Atlantic Giant Pumpkins, watermel-
ons and local staple, sweet potatoes. 

All local sweet potato farmers are 
invited to participate in the Hubert 
Vester Auto Group “Champions of 
the Field” contest. Farmers can reg-
ister their largest sweet potato and 
battle for a $500 cash prize and brag-

ging rights. 
The chamber expects to see several 

giant fruits from across the South-
east and mid-Atlantic regions. Last 
year’s giant pumpkin winner from 
Kerry Gross of Thomas, West Vir-
ginia, weighed in a whopping 1661.5 
pounds.

SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Organizers move a giant gourd at the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth in downtown 
Spring Hope last year. Lindell J. Kay | For Wide Awake

Schedule of Events
7 a.m.: Fruit unloading begins.

8 a.m.: Registration opens; $10 cash fee 
per grower

9 a.m.: Weigh-off begins

Awards will begin promptly after the last 
entry is weighed. 

This is a GPC sanctioned event. All rules 
and procedures apply.



Enter Pumpkin Recipe Contest 
Date of contest: Friday, Oct. 1
Location: Spring Hope Town Hall

CONTEST RULES

1. Recipe must include at least 1 
cup of pumpkin.

2. Judging will be based on: taste 
(40%), 1 cup of pumpkin (30%), tex-
ture (10%), appearance (10%) and 
creativity (10%). 

3. Directions for preparing dish 
must be clear; measurements should 
be in level cups, tablespoons, tea-
spoons or fractions. Also include pan 
size, cooking temperature,  cooking 
time, number of servings and any ad-
ditional information.

4. Recipe must use ingredients 
readily available in local grocery 
stores.

5. Type or legibly write recipe on an 
8 1/2 X 11-inch sheet of paper.

List the following information on 
the backside of recipe sheet: name, 

address, daytime phone number and 
E-mail address if available.

Professional bakers may not enter 
contest. Entry must be in a single 
dish; no decorative extras allowed.

Name of contestant should not be 
visible anywhere on entry container.

Insulated containers are encour-
aged for transportation to keep foods 
hot or cold. 

Late entries will not be accepted. 
Cash prizes are first place, $100; 

second place, $50; third place, $25.
Arrangements should be made to 

have your dish picked up by 11:45 
a.m. Town Hall will close and be 
locked at noon.

DAY OF CONTEST

Entries must be delivered to Town 
Hall between 9 and 10:30 a.m. for 
judging.  Judging will begin at 10:45 
a.m. Prizes will be awarded at 11:50 
a.m. or when the judging complete.
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SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Judges will once again be choosing their favorite recipes in this year’s Pumpkin 
Recipe Contest. The contest is the Friday of the festival at Town Hall. Ken Ripley | For 
Wide Awake
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SATURDAY, OCT. 2  
1 P.M.

THE 49TH ANNUAL  
FESTIVAL PARADE
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Pumpkin Creations 
Contest is Saturday

SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Families can compete in the Pumpkin Creations Contest on Saturday during the 
festival. Ken Ripley | For Wide Awake

Date of contest: Saturday, Oct. 2
Where: Spring Hope Town Hall 

Kids can get creative and decorate 
a pumpkin for this annual competi-
tion.

CASH PRIZES

There will be a $10 prize for the 
Funniest, Scariest and Most Original 
pumpkin in each age category

Children are invited to use their 
imagination to decorate a pumpkin 
in the annual Pumpkin Creations 
contest.  

RULES

• Pumpkins and supplies will be 
provided for the first 50 children to 
register at Town Hall.

• No carving tools are allowed.
• There will be two age categories: 

5-7 and 8-10 years old.
• Registration will begin at 9:30 

a.m.
• The contest will begin at 10 a.m.
• Contestants will have one hour to 

work.
• Winners will be announced 

between noon and 1 p.m. at Depot 
Stage.

• Children can take their pumpkins 
home after the parade.
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SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Hear the bands
RUSS JAMES

Wilmington native Russ James will 
play from 6 to 7 p.m. Friday night. 

The singer and songwriter record-
ed the album “Carolina Backroads” 
in 2007. He is affiliated with the 
Nashville Songwriters Association. 

SLEEPING BOOTY

Sleeping Booty takes the stage on 
Friday night, Oct. 1, from 7-10 p.m. in 
downtown Spring Hope.

The North Carolina-based Sleeping 
Booty is a 12-piece band, featuring a 
horn section, percussion and multiple 
lead vocalists. 

The band delivers the best music 
from Aretha Franklin to ZZ Top.

Audiences enjoy the high-energy 
choreographed show with high-quali-
ty production and sound.

HEADS UP PENNY

Heads Up Penny is a six-man band 
based in Raleigh. The band has in-
fluences rooted in rock, country and 
funk,

Catch the band from noon to 1 p.m. 
on the Main Street Stage from noon 
to 1 p.m. and 2-4 p.m.

JEROME CREEKMORE

Jerome Creekmore will open the 
festival’s entertainment on Saturday, 
playing his country sound at 9:05 
a.m., following the festival welcome 
by Ethan Vester, Spring Hope Cham-
ber of Commerce president.

Sleeping Booty will hit the stage Friday, Oct. 1, and play from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Contributed photo
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Have Fun At The 

Pumpkin Festival

Courtney J. Price
Southern Nash Market Manager
6174 Main Street
Bailey, NC 27807
252.235.4071

11438 East Finch Ave. 
Middlesex, NC 27557
252.235.3144
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SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Enjoy 
the food

This year’s festival will include a 
number of food vendors, including 
the following:

• Tiki Grill.
• Breakfast Munchies.
• Sips & Shots.
• The Funnel Cake Shack.
• Happy Belly.
• Jeffrey’s Concessions.
• Zeal’s Italian Sausage.
• Butch’s Grill.
• Prides Food Cart.
• Serving & Swerving Seafood & 

Grill.
• DP&C Concessions.
• Williams Kettle Corn.
• Sunset Slush.
• Coco Bongos. Make sure to check out the food vendors at this year’s Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. Ken Ripley | For Wide Awake
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 November 2nd - November 30th
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SPRING HOPE NATIONAL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

A look back at Pumpkin Festival fun

Cheerleaders break into a chorus of cheers during a recent Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival parade. 
Ken Ripley | For Wide Awake 

Enjoy traditional treats from food vendors during the 
festival. Ken Ripley | For Wide Awake

You never know who 
you might see at the 
Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival parade. 
This year’s parade gets 
started Saturday at 1 
p.m. Ken Ripley | For Wide 
Awake  
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OCTOBER 1-29
Elm City Library Craft-to-
Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Elm City Library
114 N. Railroad St., Elm City

Children ages 6-12 can create a 
fabric family portrait inspired by 
early American artist John Singleton 
Copley, while supplies last.

OCTOBER 1-30
Annual Food Drive
During library hours
Wilson County Public Library
249 Nash St. N., Wilson

Please help by donating non-per-
ishable food items at any library loca-
tion Oct. 1-30. Food will be donated 
to Hope Station.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 8, 15, 22 
AND 29
Virtual Bilingual Storytime
5-5:30 p.m.

Listen to favorite stories in English 
and Spanish. Programs take place 
on Facebook and  YouTube. Contact 
Scott Houston, youth services man-
ager, at shouston@wilson-co.com or 
252-237-5355 ext. 5055.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
Mike Farris and The 
Fortunate Few
7 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 
108 Nash St. NE, Wilson

Mark and Mary Thurston will 
present a concert by Grammy Award 

winning musician Mike Farris and 
The Fortunate Few to benefit The 
SPOT Youth organization in Wilson. 
Tickets are $45 and are available at 
WAWtix.com. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Barton College vs. Carson-
Newman
2 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field 
at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard 
St. NE., Wilson

Barton College Bulldogs take on 
Carson-Newman in their second 
home game of the season. Tickets 
are $15 at WAWtix.com

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Stained Glass Class 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 
Tarboro St. W., Wilson

Learn the basic techniques for 
making a stained glass panel using 
the copper foil method. Class runs 
for seven weeks on Saturdays. In-
struction fee is $100; supply fee is 
$100-$200. Pregnant women should 
check with their doctor before 
registering. Advance registration 
required. Call Kim S. Joy at 252-650-
2530 or visit the store.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Truck & Tractor Pull
7 to 9 p.m.
Wilson County Fairgrounds, 
2331 Highway 301 S., Wilson

Don’t miss out on the heart pound-
ing excitement of the Truck & 
Tractor Pull at Wilson County Fair-
grounds. Advance purchase tickets 

WIDE AWAKE EVENTS
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are $12 at WAWtix.com or $15 at the 
gate. Kids 12 & under are admitted 
free with paying adult.  

SATURDAYS, OCTOBER 2, 9, 
16,23
Monster Mania 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
4909 Expressway Drive, 4909 
Expressway Drive, Wilson

Kids ages 5-14 can join others at 
the Wilson Discovery Center on Sat-
urdays in October for Monster Mania 
classes using Legos at 10 a.m. to 
noon and 1-3 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required through the website. Masks 
are required.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Pumpkin Carving & 
Painting Workshop
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

Wilson Arts presents a pumpkin 
carving and painting workshop for 
the whole family. Cost is $25 per per-
son with additional members of the 
same family registering together pay-
ing $10 per person. For ages 5 and 
up. Minors must be accompanied by 
a participating adult.

OCTOBER 4-22
Adult Drop-in Craft
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Elm City Library, 114 N. Railroad 
St., Elm City

Create a DIY clothespin photo 
frame project. Take your own photos; 
the library will provide additional 
supplies.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Black Creek Library, 103 Central 
Ave., Black Creek

Celebrate National Book Month by 
creating the pigeon character from 
Mo Willem’s books. For ages 6-10.

OCTOBER 4-18
Fan-Folded Maple Leaf Take 
and Make Craft
Library hours
Wilson County Public Library, 
249 Nash St. N., Wilson

Learn to make pleated fall leaf or-
naments. Craft kits include supplies 
and instructions for two autumn leaf 
ornaments. Kits can be picked up 
at the main library circulation desk 
while supplies last. For ages 12 and 
up.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, AND 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
Craft-to-Go Kits
Noon to 5 p.m.
Lucama Library, 103 E. Spring 
St., Lucama

Create your own origami nature 
piece. For ages 14 and up.

TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 5, 12, 19 
AND 26 
Virtual STEAM Programs
7 p.m.

Ages 5 and up. Join library staff 
for science, technology, engineering, 
art, and math-themed programs. 
Programs take place on Facebook 
and  YouTube. Contact Scott Hous-
ton, Youth Services Manager, at 
shouston@wilson-co.com or 252-237-
5355ext. 5055.

WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 6 
AND 13
Stained Glass Votive Class 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 
Tarboro St. W., Wilson

Add a little color to your decor with 
this stained glass votive class at Art 
Happens on Tarboro. Instruction and 
supply fee $95. Advance registration 
required.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
Craft-to-Go Kits

12 to 5 p.m.
Lucama Library, 103 E. Spring 
St., Lucama

Create your own origami nature 
piece. For ages 14 and up. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
Virtual Teens Talk Books
4 p.m.

Teens are invited to a Zoom Book 
Talk featuring “Looking for Alaska” 
by John Green. Register to obtain a 
Zoom link.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
NC Symphony Concert
4 to 5 p.m.
Wilson County Public Library, 
249 Nash St. N., Wilson

Join the North Carolina Symphony 
and The Concert Truck for a 45-min-
ute performance at the Wilson Coun-
ty Public Library on the front lawn. 
The performance will feature mem-
bers of the North Carolina Sympho-
ny and The Concert Truck’s founding 
artists, Nick Luby and Susan Zhang. 
Lawn chairs or blankets are encour-
aged.

THURSDAYS, OCTOBER 7, 14, 
21, 28
Virtual Pajama Storytime
5 p.m.

Wilson County Public Library staff 
will provide stories, songs and other 
surprises to help children have pleas-
ant dreams. For ages 3-6.

THURSDAYS, OCTOBER 7 TO 
NOV. 7
‘Brushing Up: A Family 
Tradition of Art’
During business hours
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

Wilson Arts presents a Truist Event 
Gallery exhibit featuring works by 
Josephine Moseley Brown and Gar-
land Brown Mattox. The Wilson Arts 

Center galleries are open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 15, 22
Open Studio 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 
Tarboro St. W., Wilson

Need help with your stained glass 
project or a place to work, come to 
Art Happens on Tarboro for open 
Studio. Call Kim S. Joy at 252-650-
2530 or visit the store.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
Selma Saturdays Market
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
206 N. Pollock St., Selma

Gather with friends and enjoy live 
local entertainment and browse local 
artists and craftsmen. Shop local and 
support small businesses. The mar-
ket is held on North Raiford Street on 
the second Saturday of the month.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
Black Creek Heritage Day
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Black Creek

The annual festival includes truck 
and tractor displays, a car cruise-in, 
crafts, food trucks and music by The 
Embers featuring Craig Woolard 
from 3 to 6 p.m. On Friday night, 
there’s a street dance from 6:30 to 9 
p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
‘Kindness Rocks’ Workshop
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

Wilson Arts presents “Kindness 
Rocks,” a glow art mandala rock 
painting workshop with George 
Freeney Jr. Cost is $25.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
Downtown Beats & Eats
4-8 p.m.
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Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park 
and Museum, 301 Goldsboro St. 
S., Wilson

Duck and The Spread are the fea-
tured bands. No admission fee. Food 
and beverages available for pur-
chase. ID and wristband needed with 
alcoholic beverage purchase. Bever-
age tickets are $5, and there will be 
no charge for wristbands thanks to 
presenting sponsor Wilson Energy. 
Take a chair and/or blanket. No out-
side food or beverages please.

OCTOBER 11-15
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Crocker Library, 114 S. Main St., 
Stantonsburg

Can you help the Spider make his 
web? Practice lacing with this fun 
and easy spider web craft.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13
ECU Wellness Van

2:30 to 7 p.m.
The Country Doctor Museum, 
7089 Peele Road, Bailey

Free screenings for diabetes, kid-
ney function and heart health as well 
as COVID-19 vaccinations. The mu-
seum will be open for free tours.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14
Hogwarts Digital Escape 
Room
4 to 5 p.m.
Wilson County

It’s time to put your problem-solv-
ing skills to the test in this Harry Pot-
ter-themed Hogwarts Digital Escape 
Room. Register to obtain a link.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15
Teen Book of the Week
11 to 11:30 a.m.

Listen to book reviews and rec-
ommendations for readers of young 

adult literature.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 
15-17
‘The SpongeBob Musical’
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
and 3 p.m. Sunday
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, 
108 Nash St. NE, Wilson

Wilson Arts and ACT! for Youth 
present “The SpongeBob Musical,” 
a wild theatrical romp that is perfect 
for the whole family. Tickets $15. Call 
252-291-4329 for more information 
or visit wilsonarts.com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
Barton vs. Wingate
6 to 8 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field 
at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard 
St. NE., Wilson

The Barton Bulldogs take on Win-

gate in their only home night game of 
the season. Tickets $15 at WAWtix.
com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
Wet Felting 2 class
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. S., Wilson

Wilson Arts presents a wet-felting 
workshop with artist Renee J. Moore. 
Cost is $40. Call 252-291-4329 for 
more information or visit wilsonarts.
com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
Virtual Signing Storytime
5 to 5:30 p.m.
Wilson County

This storytime will be presented in 
American Sign Language and Spo-
ken English. Programs take place 
on Facebook and  YouTube. Con-
tact Scott Houston, Youth Services 

2801 Ward Blvd., Wilson

Stop in and let our 
merchants treat you

today!

no tricks here. 
just treats. lots of treats.
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Manager, at shouston@wilson-co.com or 252-237-
5355ext. 5055. 

OCTOBER 16
‘Broadway to Beethoven’ 
7:30 to 9 p.m.
N. Carolina Wesleyan College Dunn Center, 
3400 N. Wesleyan Blvd., Rocky Mount

The 2021-22 concert season opens with the Tar 
River Orchestra. Tickets $25. Enjoy selections 
from the Broadway Musical “Gypsy” and marvel 
as NCWC basketball star Tyler Spence performs 
the first movement of Grieg’s beloved piano con-
certo. The program will conclude with Beethoven’s 
triumphant Symphony No. 2. Children and college 
students admitted free. Visit TarRiverLive.com or 
https://go.evvnt.com/884377-1 for ticket informa-
tion.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Black Creek Library, 103 Central Ave., Black 
Creek

Teens are invited to make a colorful bat that 
bends and hangs.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18
Garden Talks: Backyard Blackberries
3 to 4 p.m.
Wilson Botanical Gardens, 1806 Goldsboro 
St. S., Wilson

Ashley Hoppers, Fannin County, Georgia, exten-
sion agent, presents on backyard blackberry pro-
duction. Register at https://go.evvnt.com/861868-1.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
Stained Glass Pendant Class
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro, 106 Tarboro St. 
W., Wilson

Make a pendant from recycled stained glass at 
Art Happens on Tarboro. Call Kim S. Joy at 252-
650-2530 or visit the store.

OCTOBER 20
Resthaven Cemetery Virtual Tour
7 to 8 p.m.
Wilson County

Join the Wilson County Public Library for a vir-
tual tour of Resthaven, Wilson’s historic African 

American cemetery. Staff will take viewers on a vir-
tual tour, pointing out unique tombstones and shar-
ing stories of some of the cemetery residents. This 
program may be viewed on Facebook or YouTube. 
For more information, contact Tammy Medlin, 
local history and genealogy librarian, at tmedlin@
wilson-co.com or 252-237-5355 ext. 5029.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
Teen Advisory Board Meeting
4 to 5 p.m.
Wilson County

TAB gives teens the opportunity to share ideas 
and plan programs and services offered to their 
peers by the library. Register to obtain a Zoom 
link. For more information or to register, contact 
Kate Brittain at 252-237-5355 ext. 5073 or kbrit-
tain@wilson-co.com.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
Opening Art Gallery Reception
5 to 7 p.m.
6 p.m. Gallery talk
Barton Art Galleries, Case Art Building, 
Barton College, Wilson

Barton Art Galleries presents an exhibition fea-

turing works of artist-in-residence Stacey Kirby. 
Residency will run from Oct. 18 to Oct. 30. For 
additional information, contact the Barton Art Gal-
leries at artgalleries@barton.edu or call 252-399-
6476. Appointments required. Masks and social 
distancing.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
Pam Tillis
7:30 p.m.
Edna Boykin Cultural Center, Wilson

The country music singer brings her unique 
sound to Wilson. The daughter of country music 
legend Mel Tillis, Pam Tillis has numerous hits and 
has won many music awards, including two Coun-
try Music Awards and two Grammys. Purchase 
reserved seat tickets to this performance online by 
visiting the Wilson Arts website at www.wilsonarts.
com/tickets, calling the box office at 252-291-4329 
or visiting the reception desk at the new Wilson 
Arts Center at 204 Nash St. S. during regular busi-
ness hours, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday. 
Due to concerns about COVID-19, the Edna Boykin 
Cultural Center requires masking for those who 
are not vaccinated and highly recommends mask-
ing for all performance attendees, to help ensure 
the safety of its performers and vulnerable commu-
nity members.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
Sugar Skull Decorating Workshop
10 a.m. to noon
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash St. S., Wilson

Participants in this Wilson Arts class can create 
a folk art masterpiece. For age 14 and up. Minors 
must be accompanied by a participating adult. 
Cost is $35. Call 252-291-4329 or visit WilsonArts.
com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
Downtown Beats & Eats 2021
4 to 8 p.m.
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park and Museum, 
301 Goldsboro St. S., Wilson

Featured bands are Street Revival and Greg 
Humphreys Electric Trio. No admission fee. Food 
and beverages available for purchase. ID and 
wristband needed with alcoholic beverage pur-
chase. Beverage tickets are $5, and there will be no 
charge for wristbands thanks to presenting spon-
sor Wilson Energy. Take a chair and/or blanket. No 
outside food or beverages please.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
Old School Dance

Pam Tillis will play at the Boykin Center in Wilson Oct. 
21. Contributed photo
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9 p.m. to midnight
Wilson Arts Center, 204 Nash 
St. N., Wilson

Have some pre-holiday fun, dance 
the night away and help support the 
Oliver Nestus Freeman Round House 
and African-American Museum. 
Event includes an oldie goldie dance 
with a cash bar.  Must be 50 and up. 
Different genres of music will be 
played. Special door prize for the first 
15 men. No jeans or athletic wear.  
Dress to impress. Tickets are $30 at 
WAWtix.com.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY, OCTOBER 
25-29
Craft-to-Go Kits
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Crocker Library, 114 S. Main St., 
Stantonsburg

Create a fun pumpkin that will nev-
er go bad with this week’s to-go craft.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25
Craft-to-Go Kits
12 to 5 p.m.
Lucama Library, 103 E. Spring 
St., Lucama

Create a creepy, crawly, Halloween 
spider. For ages 5 and up.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
Stained Glass Earrings
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro LLC, 
106 Tarboro St. W., Wilson

Make earrings from re-purposed 
stained glass class at Art Happens on 
Tarboro. Call Kim S. Joy at 252-650-
2530 or visit the store.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
Fall Lecture
6 p.m.
Barton Art Galleries, Case Art 
Building, Barton College, Wilson

Featured speaker for the Friends 
of Visual Arts Fall Lecture is Mi-
chael S. Williams, consultant, 
curator and founder of the Black 

on Black Project. For additional 
information, contact the Barton Art 
Galleries at artgalleries@barton.
edu or call 252-399-6476. Appoint-
ments required. Masks and social 
distancing.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
Wine Tasting 
5 to 7 p.m.
Grapenuts Wine, 3711B 
Peppermill Drive, Wilson

Jason Tippetts with Barrique Im-
ports will be pouring 6 Reserve wines 
from France. For ticket information, 
visit grapenutswine.com

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
Barton vs. Bluefield State
2 to 4 p.m.
Electric Supply Company Field 
at Truist Stadium, 600 Woodard 
St. NE., Wilson

Barton Bulldogs celebrate home-
coming as they take on Bluefield 
State. Tickets $15 at WAWtix.com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
Haunted Harvest Festival
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
4909 Expressway Drive, 4909 
Expressway Drive, Wilson

Join staff at Wilson Discovery Cen-
ter for Halloween-themed fun includ-
ing, games, activity stations, Lego 
building and more.

Want to see your event in 
next month’s issue of Wide 
Awake?
Submit your information by the

15th of each month at our website,

WideAwakeNC.com. Look for the long

black submit bar near the top of the

homepage. The listings are free.

For more information, email editor@

WideAwakeNC.com or call Lisa Batts at 
252-265-7810.



WIDE AWAKE WILSON SPOTTED

Elizabeth Healey, artist and owner of Iconostar art gallery and studio in down-
town Wilson, works on her latest piece “The Fire Goddess” during ArtSpin.

Artist Andrea Morton poses next to her multimedia piece “Be Free,” which 
was included in her exhibit at the Eyes on Main Street gallery and a featured 
site during the ArtSpin event.

ArtSpin a success
With some help from the public, Sallie B. Howard School art students painted 
a mural that reads “HEAL” during the ArtSpin event held in downtown Wil-
son. From left, kneeling, are Isaac Ticante Martinez and Kya Johnson; second 
row, Marisol Marquez Cazarin, Kalia Jones, Genavieve Monaco and Mabel 
Moreno-Miron; in back on ladder, Jimena Maciel Alverez.

Want to see more? Visit www.WideAwakeNC.com/spotted

Presented by:

Shoppes at Brentwood    243-5707
Spotted! is 
Sponsored by

Spotted Photos by Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake
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