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SPRING HOPE — Thousands 
of attendees are expected to 
celebrate the harvest season this 
year at the 49th annual Spring 
Hope National Pumpkin Festival 
this weekend.

The two-day festival is set for 
Friday and Saturday. Organiz-
ers have been busy making the 
final arrangements and getting 
ready for the town’s moment in 
the spotlight.

“It’s taking shape: it’s coming 
together,” said Ethan Vester, 
president of the Spring Hope 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Festivities begin Friday with 
some vendors opening at noon. 
Kids’ activities begin at 5 p.m. 
with a street dance kicking off 
at 7.

The annual Miss Pumpkin 
Queen and Little Miss Pumpkin 
pageants are being held differ-
ently this year due to pandemic 
restrictions.

Judges interviewed the six con-
testants for each pageant over 
the weekend, and winners will 
be announced at the festival. No 
contestant portraits were taken.

Saturday starts early with the 
giant pumpkin and watermelon 
weigh-off sanctioned by the 
Great Pumpkin Commonwealth. 
Growers will begin registering 
their giant gourds at 8 a.m. with 
the weigh-off starting at 9. 

Giant pumpkins are on their 
way to Spring Hope from as far 
away as West Virginia, Vester 
said.

“We can’t wait to see what we 
got,” Vester said. “We may have 
some newsworthy watermel-
ons.”

Everyone is getting in on the 
action. Local 4-H Club kids 
grew giant pumpkins this year.

“It will be exciting to see young-
sters at the scales,” Vester said.

Craft vendors, bounce houses 
and other attractions are set to 
open at 9 a.m. Saturday. 

Vendor slots are full, Vester 
said, with several hopefuls on a 
waiting list.

“We still need the support of 
the community,” Vester said. 
“Help with the budget.”

The parade begins at 1 p.m. 
Saturday. Around 10,000 people 
usually attend. 
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Pumpkin festival fun set for this weekend
Expanded Coverage
For more details on the Spring Hope 

National Pumpkin Festival, see the 

October issue of regional arts and 

entertainment guide Wide Awake 

inside this edition.

A little girl hugs her pumpkin during a recent Spring Hope National 
Pumpkin Festival. After the COVID-19 pandemic canceled the event last 
year, the 49th annual festival is scheduled this weekend. Ken Ripley | 
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Candidate 
calls police on 
opponent for 
speaker use
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

SPRING HOPE — A candidate 
for mayor called the police on 
her opponent for violating a 
town permit during a speech.

Mayoral candidate Kyle 
Pritchard gave a 20-minute 
speech Sept. 19 at Depot Park. 
About halfway through the 
speech, police told him to turn 
off his sound system. Pritchard 
finished his speech without a 
microphone and speakers.

Town Commissioner Pru-
dence Wilkins, who is also run-
ning for mayor, made the call to 
police.

The event permit for Depot 
Park use states in fine print that 
amplified sound and town utili-
ties couldn’t be used. Pritchard 
acknowledged Sept. 20 that he 
didn’t read the fine print, didn’t 
know about the restrictions and 
if he had, he would have never 
made the violations.

Wilkins attended Pritchard’s 
speech. When The Enterprise 
asked why she didn’t just tell 
Pritchard about the permit re-
strictions while he set up the 
sound system, Wilkins said she 
didn’t want a confrontation, but 
as a commissioner, she had to 
act.

“I’m running for mayor, but I 
can’t just set aside my my com-
missioner’s hat,” Wilkins said. 
“I have to do my job as commis-
sioner. I knew what was in the 
permit, and I am obligated to 
uphold the rules.”

As a mayoral candidate, 
Pritchard said he believes elect-
ed leaders should focus on pull-
ing the community together.

“They should use their official 
position to focus on accomplish-
ing great things for the commu-
nity,” Pritchard said. “As leaders, 
we should focus on the things 
that matter, that impact our resi-
dents’ quality of life.”

Wilkins said she called the po-
lice because as a commissioner, 
she has to treat everyone the 
same. 

“Everyone knows that I am 

Centenarian to lead parade 
Demo Tant’s 
brother cofounded 
pumpkin fest
By Lindell J. Kay 
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117 

MOMEYER — Half a century ago, a 
local farmer helped start the Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival. Now that 
farmer’s brother, who is a century old, is 
set to serve as this year’s parade grand 
marshal.

Demo Tant, brother of the late Elmo 
Tant, turned 100 on Sept. 21.

The brothers grew up in Franklin 
County’s Tant Crossroads community on 
a farm growing tobacco, corn and cotton. 
Tant’s father Junior lost his arm to a cotton 
gin in a farming accident in 1921, the year 
Tant was born. Because of that tragedy, 
Tant was needed on the farm and wasn’t 
drafted in the 1940s during World War II.

“But I worked hard all my life,” Tant said. 
“Fifteen hours a day was normal. But that’s 
why I’m living so well.”

Tant said he remembers seeing Charlie 
Monroe in concert at 10 years old. 

“It cost 25 cents to get in,” Tant said. “I 
told Mama I wanted a guitar like that. The 
next year at Christmas, she got me one 
from Sears and Roebuck. I kept it for 30 
years and traded it in for a Martin.”

Tant plays multiple musical instruments 
by ear, including all sorts of guitars, ban-
jos, harmonicas and pianos he has spread 
throughout his home.

During an interview last week, Tant 
picked up a Takamine guitar and played 
and sang Marty Robbins songs.

Music is his hobby; photography was his 
career. As a studio photographer in Ra-

leigh, Demo took more than 5,000 photos a 
year for 37 years, snapping pictures of ev-
eryone from Johnny Cash to Elvis Presley 
to four presidents.

“I took photos of them all,” Tant said.
Tant said when he started in photog-

raphy, it would take him all night to mix 
chemical toner and develop one full color 
picture. He’s fascinated with cellphones 
that take great digital photos with no devel-
opment required.

“I took a job in photography for $17 a 
week,” Tant said. “After five years, I opened 

a studio with $10,000. I went into business 
for myself, opened eight studios all over 
and retired with $1 million in the bank.”

Music and photography are big passions 
for Tant, but the love of his life has always 
been his wife.

“She looked like Elizabeth Taylor,” Tant 
said, looking fondly at a portrait of his wife 
hanging in his living room. “She never said 
a mean word to me.”

Tant married Dolora Brown in 1943. 

Momeyer resident and self-taught musician Demo Tant, who turned 100 last week, will serve 
as parade grand marshal for the 49th annual Spring Hope National Pumpkin Festival. Tant’s 
brother, Elmo Tant, was one of the festival’s founders. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise 

Business owner: Bailey lacks police coverage
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

BAILEY — The town’s only 
police officer is on vacation this 
week.

Bailey started off the year 
with four officers. Former 
Police Chief Steve Boraski 
resigned in late February. Two 
other officers went to work at 
other agencies.

Interim Police Chief Cathy 
Callahan said she hasn’t had a 
vacation in two years or a day 
off in several months, so she is 

taking a week off.
During its August meeting, 

the Bailey Board of Commis-
sioners approved the hiring of 
four part-time officers.

But that takes time, Joel Kil-
lion, the town’s police commis-
sioner, said during this month’s 
meeting on Sept. 20. 

‘CAN’T JUST HIRE ANYONE’

Killion said Callahan has 
done a phenomenal job run-
ning the department, handling 
all the paperwork and oversee-
ing the hiring process for new 

officers.
Callahan said she has five ap-

plicants going through the pro-
cess, but it’s been slow going at 
the state level. She said it would 
be about a month or so before 
the town could hire any of the 
applicants.

Mayor Thomas Richards 
said Bailey isn’t alone in being 
short-staffed.

“It’s not just Bailey,” Richards 
said. “You can’t get workers at 
Chick-fil-A and McDonald’s, 
let alone police officers. I want 
good people. You can’t just hire 
anyone. You can’t just give a 

badge and gun to anyone and 
have them walk the streets of 
Bailey.”

Richards said he would speak 
to Nash County Sheriff Keith 
Stone to get dedicated deputies 
to patrol Bailey while Callahan 
is on vacation. But that might 
be difficult since the sheriff’s 
office has five deputies cover-
ing the entire county at night. 
Putting it into perspective, 
Bailey has around 600 people 
and Nash County has 95,000 
people, Richards said.

See CENTENARIAN, Page 2A

See POLICE, Page 2A See CANDIDATE, Page 2A



Man’s remains identified with DNA
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 

| 252-265-8117 

WILKESBORO — Us-
ing forensic genealogy, 
a group of volunteers re-
cently helped authorities 
identify a body found in 
the woods two years ago.

“On May 23, 2019, we 
began in-
vestigating 
the identity 
and circum-
stances of 
the death of a 
person found 
in woods 
between U.S. 
421 and Win-

kler Mill Road,” Wilkes-
boro Police Chief Craig 
Garris said in a statement 
first published last month 
in The Wilkes Record.

‘EVERYBODY HAS A STORY’ 

The remains were posi-
tively identified as 29-year-
old Stephen Blake North, 
originally from Ohio.

“We don’t know why he 
was in North Carolina,” 
said Leslie Kaufman, a 
volunteer forensic gene-
alogist.

Kaufman matched the 
unknown remains’ DNA 
to a woman in Texas. 
Through painstaking 
investigative research, 
Kaufman traced the wom-
an’s genealogy online to 
a family in Ohio and then 
to North as the unidenti-
fied body. He hadn’t been 
reported missing.

Garris there are no 

signs of foul play in 
North’s death and the 
case has been closed.

“It’s not our place to 
judge,” Kaufman said. 
“Everybody has a story. 
We give people their 
names back. Families de-
serve to know.”

Whether washed 
ashore, unearthed in 
shallow graves, stumbled 
upon in the woods, discov-
ered in abandoned hous-
es, killed on busy roads 
or located in rivers, ponds 
and along railroad tracks, 
more than 120 bodies 
remain unidentified in 
North Carolina. This is 
one of their stories.

THE GROUP

North’s identification is 
the second time this year 
that Kaufman’s group, 
the Carolina Cold Case 
Initiative-Unidentified 
Project, aided police in 
discovering the identity 
of an unknown body.

In January, group 
members made their 
first identification in 
Harnett County where 
skeletal remains found in 
an abandoned building 
in 2005 were identified as 
24-year-old Michael Joe 
Wesley Baker of Camer-
on. Baker’s family waited 
more than 15 years to 
find out what happened 
to him.

The group combines 

anthropology, DNA, ge-
nealogy and investigative 
work to match unidentified 
remains with the missing 
and the murdered.

Kaufman’s First Genes 
teamed up with N.C. 
State University forensic 
anthropologist Ann Ross 
in 2020. Ross received a 
startup grant to create the 
initiative in October 2019.

Kaufman became in-
volved as a volunteer dur-
ing the Bobby Whitt case 
in which Orange County 
investigators worked 
for two decades to iden-
tify the 10-year-old boy 
whose body was dumped 
along Interstate 40 under 
a billboard near Mebane 
in 1998. 

DNA confirmed the 
child’s identity in 2018, 
and his father pleaded 
guilty last year to the 
murders of the boy and 
his mother, whose body 
had been dumped in 
South Carolina and also 
identified through DNA, 
according to press releas-
es and published reports.

“That is the day I de-
cided I was going to be 
a forensic genealogist,” 
Kaufman said.

Editor’s note: Craig Garris, 
Wilkesboro’s police chief 
since 2015, announced in 
July that he would retire 
Oct. 1.

Unidentified is a 
weekly series examining 
the more than 120 cases 
of unidentified human 
remains discovered in 
North Carolina.  
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When he retired in 1982, 
Tant and his wife took 
several trips to the Baha-
mas and other vacation 
spots. But Tant’s wife had 
a stroke in 2000 and died 
in 2009.

“I went through $600,000 
caring for her,” Tant said. “I 
would do it all over.”

In the early 1970s, Demo 
Tant’s brother, Elmo Tant, 
and another local farmer, 
Ralph Bass, cooked up a 
festival to celebrate the 
annual pumpkin harvest. 
Half a century later, the 

folks in Spring Hope will 
welcome thousands of 
people into their small 
town this weekend during 
the 49th annual Spring 
Hope National Pumpkin 
Festival. Tant will serve as 
the festival parade grand 
marshal.

“I love Spring Hope, 
Momeyer and Nashville,” 
Tant said. “Some of the 
best moments of my life, 
I’ve had here. I wouldn’t 
trade Momeyer for the en-
tire city of Raleigh.”

Tant said he loved grow-
ing up in rural Franklin 
County and southern 

Nash County.
“I knew every pretty girl 

in Spring Hope when I 
was a younger man,” Tant 
said. “I enjoyed my life.”

Tant is one of the oldest 
people in Nash County. 
He’s the only person to 
reach 100 in his family in 
the past five generations.

Tant has two younger 
sisters, both in their 90s.

“I’m the last man stand-
ing,” Tant said. “I’m in 
perfect health, except I 
can’t see good and I got 
high blood pressure. If I 
could still see, I could do 
anything.”

continued from page 1A

Centenarian: ‘The last man standing’

Chief Deputy Brandon 
Medina of the Nash Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office said 
Bailey Town Clerk Jeremy 
Crawford contacted him 
about coverage. The sher-
iff’s office has a deputy on 
duty in Bailey this week, 
Medina said.

“We have two shifts with 
seven deputies and another 
two with six deputies,” he 
said. “Training, comp time, 
vacation time and sick 
leave may lower the num-
bers every now and then.”

CONCERNS

Lisa Matthews, owner 

of Piggly Wiggly in Bailey 
and Elm City, told Bailey 
commissioners that as 
a business owner and 
resident, she’s concerned 
about a lack of police cov-
erage.

“Customers need to 
feel safe,” Matthews said. 
“Callahan is doing a great 
job, but she’s only one 

person.”
Matthews said Bailey 

needs more of its own po-
lice officers, not just extra 
attention from the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Matthews related a story 
about the Piggly Wiggly in 
Elm City, where the Wil-
son County Sheriff’s Of-
fice provides law enforce-
ment services.

On June 21, Matthews 
said, a man hopped up on 
drugs charged through a 
plate-glass door, severely 
injuring himself. The 
bloodied man took most of 
his clothes off, got a drink, 
left the store and argued 
with a friend in the park-
ing lot while employees 
and customers feared for 
their lives.

Deputies took 25 min-
utes to respond, arriving 
after the man had left, 
Matthews said.

The response time was 
actually nine minutes, 
according to records pro-
vided by Wanda Samuel, 
chief of staff for the Wil-
son County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Wilson County Emer-
gency Communications 

dispatched two deputies to 
the Piggly Wiggly in Elm 
City on a fight call, which 
requires at least two 
deputies to respond due to 
safety protocols. The dis-
patch call went out at 6:41 
p.m. and deputies arrived 
at 6:52 p.m.

Dispatchers had advised 
deputies that the indi-
vidual had left the scene 
in a vehicle. Deputies, 
including the one assigned 
to Elm City, were search-
ing for that vehicle while 
on the way to the Piggly 
Wiggly, and still arrived 
in nine minutes, Samuel 
said.

“The male in question 
was having a medical 
emergency at the time he 
ran into the store’s glass 
door, causing it to shatter,” 
Samuel said. “The person 
he left the scene with was 
attempting to restrain 
him and drove him to the 
hospital. Several people 
called 911 stating what 
they believed to have been 
a fight in progress that 
ended up being a medical 
emergency. “There are no 
shortage issue involved. 
Elm City has two full-

time deputies assigned to 
them, and the town has 
complete coverage. There 
are some calls that require 
two deputies to respond, 
which is what happened in 
this case. They arrived in a 
timely manner.”

Matthews, who lives in 
Bailey, said she doesn’t 
feel safe walking her dog.

A representative of 
Southern Bank added 
that bank officials are 
concerned about lack of 
police coverage in Bailey, 
especially since there was 
an attempted robbery at 
the bank two summers 
ago.

Callahan said there’s 
been no major crimes in 
town this year. She said 
businesses are safe, point-
ing to the fact that 72 busi-
ness contacts and 74 store 
closing escorts accounted 
for the most police activity 
in August.

Callahan said it doesn’t 
help when people post on 
social media about when 
she’s not working. Killion 
added that he hoped the 
newspaper would show 
tact in its reporting of the 
situation.

continued from page 1A

Police: Bailey Board of Commissioners approved hiring 4 part-time officers

fair across the board,” 
Wilkins said.

Through her local busi-
ness, Wilkins often holds 
events. She said she 
always files the proper 
permits and answers any 
questions from town staff.

“There’s a right way to 
do things,” Wilkins said. 
“You have to follow the 
rules on everything.”

Peggy Leggett is co-
chair of the Spring Hope 
Garden Club. That civic 
group held an Indepen-
dence Day celebration at 
Depot Park in early July. 
The group used a sound 
system and electricity 
from the Spring Hope 
Public Library.

“I asked (former Town 
Manager) Jae Kim and he 
said it was OK,” Leggett 
said. “Nobody said any-
thing about a permit, we 
didn’t apply for one and 
we had loudspeakers both 
days.”

Mayor Buddy Gwalt-
ney, who isn’t running 
for reelection, emailed 
Pritchard about Depot 
Park permits the day after 
his speech. 

“This is an Official Rep-
rimand for your actions 
taken on September 20, 
2021,” the email states. 
“Your permit for a Political 
Rally specifically states 
‘Amplified Speakers are 
Prohibited.’ The complaint 
made about the Amplified 
Speaker was justly made.”

Gwaltney also told 
Pritchard the Spring 
Hope Board of Commis-
sioners would review his 
permit for an Oct. 16 fun-
draiser during its October 
meeting. Gwaltney gave 
Pritchard a list of six items 
to submit to the town at 
least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting on Monday, Oct. 
4, before he could apply 
for a permit to host the 
Oct. 16 event.

Officer N. Barbour of the Spring Hope Police Department asks mayoral candidate Kyle 
Pritchard to turn off his sound system in the middle of his Sept. 19 speech at Depot Park 
after his opponent, town Commissioner Prudence Wilkins, told police Pritchard was 
violating his event permit by using sound amplification equipment. Contributed photo | 

SouthernNashNews.com

Candidate: Sound system turned off
continued from page 1A “Everyone knows 

that I am fair 

across the board.”

PRUDENCE WILKINS, town 

commissioner and mayoral 

candidate

UNIDENTIFIED

Garris
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Opinion
THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me. (Matthew 

25:4)

PRAYER: Loving Jesus, help us be present to those closest to us today 

so that our service may be a reminder of your love for the world. Amen.

Pitfalls of aging 
part of God’s plan

The Apostle Paul was only 62 when he died, so 
the man who observed “All things work together 
for good” might not have fully appreciated the 
theological tidbit of wisdom passed along to 
me last week by faithful reader Mary Parker of 
Rolling Bay, Washington, helpfully titled “God’s 
Plan for Aging.”

Mary knows, from our many years of close 
friendship, that my philosophy of working to 
achieve physical fitness can be summed up neatly 
in “No pain, no pain.” She also heard me once 

complain to one unsympathetic medical provider that “if I have to 
watch my weight, I want it up front where I can see it.”

From my long experience of learning that God is both crafty 
and efficient, however, I must concede she makes some good 
points. So in the joint interests of good public health and deeper 
religious appreciation, I cheerfully pass her shared email wisdom 
on to those of us aging baby boomers who might need a little 
medical boost not covered by Social Security or Medicare. 

Be alert, though. You don’t know where else this email has been.
“Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom, God 

decreed that seniors become forgetful so they would have to 
search for their glasses, keys and other things, thus doing more 
walking. And God looked down and saw that it was good.

“Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom, He 
made seniors lose coordination so they would drop things, 
requiring them to bend, reach and stretch. And God looked down 
and saw that it was good.

“Then God considered the function of bladders and decided 
seniors would have additional calls of nature, requiring more 
trips to the bathroom, thus providing more exercise. God looked 
down and saw that it was good.

“So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more, 
remember it’s God’s will. It is all in your best interest even though 
you mutter under your breath.” 

While you’re muttering, Mary also passes along nine important 
facts to remember as we get older:

9. Death is the No. 1 killer in the world.
8. Life is sexually transmitted.
7. Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one 

can die.
6. Men have two motivations: hunger and hanky panky, and 

they can’t tell them apart. If you see a gleam in his eye, make him 
a sandwich.

5. Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a 
person to use the internet and they won’t bother you for weeks, 
months, maybe years.

4. Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the 
hospital, dying of nothing.

3. All of us could take a lesson from the weather; it pays no 
attention to criticism.

2. In the ‘60s, people took LSD to make the world weird. Now 
the world is weird, and people take Prozac to make it normal.

And, finally:
1. Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may 

be a burning issue tomorrow.
Now, don’t you feel better informed? Just doing my bit for 

public service. 
Now, though, once I rest up a bit, I’d like someone from the 

town to tell me why Spring Hope ran out of water again Sunday 
evening from a water leak in the street in front of the post office.

From what I’ve been told, it apparently started on Saturday 
and there was at least some work on it then. The town phone tree 
notified residents of the problem on Sunday and warned of the 
looming shortage, which is all well and good, but I drove by the 
spot six or seven times throughout the day Sunday, watched as 
the steady stream of water bubbled out of the ground and down 
the gutter on the side of the street, but not once did I ever see 
anyone working to fix the problem. 

Other people said they saw what I saw. Equipment sat unattended 
in the street, traffic cones were placed, but nobody responsible even 
stayed around to watch our town water drain away.

So I guess now we’re going to have to go through the whole 
rigmarole of replacing, maybe even boiling, the water all over 
again, for however many hours or days it takes and inconvenience 
it causes — all because the people we pay to run and maintain 
our water system — Envirolink, I’m looking at you — lack the 
competency, the knowledge, the preparedness, the equipment or 
maybe even the concern to fix a simple leak in a timely manner.

God’s plan for aging is funny, I thought. There’s nothing funny, 
not one little bit or drop, about Spring Hope losing water yet again. 
It’s gone beyond embarrassing and long, long beyond acceptable.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus.

Are we united or just untied? 
A few years 

ago, a sign in 
front of a hotel 
read: “Welcome, 
Untied 
Methodist 
Church.” 

Since then, 
people have 
laughed and 

laughed about this spelling 
mistake. Yet, if this sign’s 
words were true, it wouldn’t 
be funny at all, would it? 

Truth is, this church is 
divided over the issue of 
homosexuality, and it’s 
probably just a matter of time 
before it splits.

The Baptist church and some 
other denominations might be 
divided over this issue at some 
point. Baptists are known to 
divide over all sorts of issues 
— whether to keep a certain 
pastor, for example. As a result, 

they are known for swarming, 
that is, a certain group of 
members will just leave that 
one church and start another. 
That’s likely a good thing.

In fact, that’s sort of the 
way Satan and his dominions 
created an evil kingdom, and 
a choice for people between 
whether to serve God or to 
serve Satan. The creature who 
became Satan was a beautiful 
angel, created by God. He 
became tired of having to 
bow down to his creator, so 
he rebelled and took a third of 
the angels with him.

This past Sunday was “Unity 
Sunday,” when churches 
considered what it meant to be 
united, and even encouraged 
worshipers to try to stay that 
way. I think of the words to 
one church song: “We are One 
in the Spirit/ We are one with 
the Lord …”

One thing about it: 
there won’t be divisions 
in heaven. There won’t 
be separate sections for 
Methodists, Baptists and other 
denominations, or divisions 
between nationalities or races. 
We will all join in praising God 
and doing His will. 

Maybe God will even tell 
people which group did 
religion right and which 
didn’t. For example, does 
the amount of water with 
which people are baptized 
really matter? I would think if 
both United Methodists and 
Baptists go to heaven, then it 
doesn’t. As the saying goes, 
time will tell. 

In the meantime, as much 
as possible, let’s try to remain 
united and not become untied!

Donna Crowe is a minister’s 
wife.

Mayberry fans seek solid ground
MOUNT 

AIRY — 
Before “The 
Andy Griffith 
Show,” before 
nearby Pilot 
Mountain 
became the 
nucleus of a 
popular state 
park, Mount 

Airy had the Rock.
Granite, to be precise. 

Mount Airy is home to the 
largest open-face granite 
quarry in the world. 

Stretching more than 60 
acres on the surface and 
thousands of feet below 
is a mass of stone so pure 
and desirable that it can be 
found in such varied sites as 
the World War II Memorial 
in Washington, the gold 
depository at Fort Knox, the 
Wright Brothers National 
Memorial and street curbs in 
frigid climes where the brine 
used to clear snow and ice can 
destroy any concrete.

Mining began here in 1889. 
But Mount Airy was already 
a thriving town — and had 
even achieved some notoriety 
in the mid-19th century as the 
home of the original Siamese 
twins, Chang and Eng Bunker. 
Its broader fame began in 
1960 when local boy Andy 
Griffith, already a star of stage 
and screen, launched his 
eponymous sitcom on CBS.

Mount Airy is a real place. 
Mayberry is fictional. But in 
the minds of its many millions 
of fans, Mayberry is a real 
place, too — not a physical 
location, but a moral one. A 
place where mistakes earn 
people second chances, 
not everlasting scorn. A 
place where parents teach 
their children the virtues of 
honesty, responsibility and 
compassion — and sometimes 
get schooled themselves in 
those same virtues by those 

same children.
Desperate to find such 

a place, if even just for a 
weekend, fans began visiting 
Mount Airy in droves. The 
Granite City proved supple 
enough to welcome them. 
You can get into a vintage 
squad car at Wally’s Filling 
Station and be carried to 
Floyd’s Barber Shop for a 
trim, Barney’s Cafe for a 
smile and the Snappy Lunch 
for its famous pork chop 
sandwich.

I was in Mount Airy 
recently for the Mayberry 
Days festival. My new 
Revolutionary War-themed 
novel “Mountain Folk” is 
partly set on the distinctive 
High Pinnacle of nearby Pilot 
Mountain, so it was a natural 
for me to do a downtown 
book-signing. 

But that was just an excuse. 
My wife and I wanted a 
weekend getaway. We got 
that, and much more, thanks 
to Ted Koppel.

No, the famous newsman 
wasn’t in Mount Airy when we 
were there. But he’d come a 
short time before, producing 
a segment that aired on “CBS 
Sunday Morning” just as 
Mayberry Days was about to 
begin.

It was, alas, largely a 
hit piece. Looking more 
discombobulated than 
discerning, Koppel sought 
to depict Andy Griffith fans 
as bigoted fools wallowing 
in nostalgia about a racially 
segregated past. 

He reacted with mock 
dismay at the idea that a 
couple from Ohio would let 
their son watch the show for 
hours at a time. 

“Aren’t you afraid,” he asked 

disdainfully, that “you’re 
going to turn his little brain to 
mush?”

There was also a lengthy 
interview with some tourists 
who believe the election 
was stolen from Donald 
Trump, think the Jan. 6 riot 
was staged by antifa and see 
journalists as “enemies of the 
people.” Of course, there are 
quite a few Trump supporters 
who believe such rubbish. 
They’ve been lied to, yes. 
But they’ve also alienated by 
years of watching sneering 
schoolmarms like Koppel.

The folks I talked to in 
Mount Airy were enraged by 
his hit piece. Few television 
shows on the air half a 
century ago were racially 
integrated. Why did CBS 
choose this much-beloved 
program, and the proud 
community that celebrates 
it, as battlefields in someone 
else’s culture war? 

If you think “The Andy 
Griffith Show” continues 
to brighten the days of its 
many fans because of some 
misbegotten yearning for 
white supremacy, you are 
deeply confused — and 
entirely untrustworthy as 
an observer of the human 
condition.

People long for Mayberry 
because of the timeless and 
universal truths found there. 
Like folks have done for more 
than a century, they come to 
Mount Airy looking for solid 
rock.

John Hood is a Carolina 
Journal columnist and author 
of the new novel “Mountain 
Folk,” a historical fantasy 
set during the American 
revolution.
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Rocky Mount joins community policing sports league
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
city’s police department 
is the first agency in the 
Twin Counties to become 
a chapter member of the 
National Police Athletic/
Activities League.

The Rocky Mount Police 
Department has officially 
registered as the Rocky 
Mount Police Athletic/Ac-
tivities League, titled RM-
PD PAL Chapter, with the 
National Police Athletic/
Activities League, becom-
ing the first law enforce-
ment agency to implement 
the program in Nash and 
Edgecombe counties.

The chapter’s purpose 
is to help prevent juvenile 
crime and violence by 
providing mentorship, 
civic service, athletic, rec-
reational, enrichment and 
educational opportunities 

as well as other resources, 
according to information 
provided by Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

The PAL program brings 
youths together under 
the guidance and positive 
influence of law enforce-
ment agencies and com-
munity-based nonprofit 
organizations to enhance 
public awareness of law 
enforcement’s role in the 
community and reinforce 
responsible values and at-
titudes. 

“The Rocky Mount 
Police Department is 
committed to fostering 
positive relationships with 
our youth. Previously, we 
have designed numerous 
successful community 
outreach programs, and 
we’re excited to announce 
our induction into the Na-

tional Police Athletic/Ac-
tivities League Inc.,” said 
Rocky Mount Police Chief 
Robert Hassell.

The National Associa-
tion of Police Athletic/Ac-
tivities Leagues welcomed 
the Rocky Mount organi-
zation as a member chap-
ter in good standing effec-
tive Sept. 16, said national 
PAL CEO Jeff Hood.

“(The RMPD) joins an 
association that encom-
passes approximately 300 
chapters from across the 
country, aiding more than 
1.5 million youth each 
year. As the world’s fore-
most leader in engaging 
kids, cops and communi-
ties, we look forward to 
seeing the major impact 
that your PAL Chapter will 
have upon both kids and 
cops within your commu-
nity,” Hood said in a news 
release. 
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Rocky Mount police probe fatal motorcycle crash
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police are investigating a 
fatal motorcycle crash.

Officers responded to a 
6:20 p.m. Thursday wreck 
between a motorcycle and 
another vehicle on the 

400 block of West Raleigh 
Boulevard, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

“The operator of the mo-
torcycle was pronounced 
deceased at the scene,” 

Jackson said.
The department’s Traf-

fic Crash Reconstruction 
Unit is conducting an in-
vestigation. Any potential 
criminal charges will be 
postponed until the probe 
concludes, Jackson said.

Police ask anyone with 
video footage to call the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment at 252-972-1411. 
Witnesses with video can al-
so call Twin Counties Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-1111 
and ask for a cash reward. 

Police raid takes gun, drugs off streets 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
big arrest last week dem-
onstrates the primacy of 
ridding the city of drugs, 
said Police Chief Robert 
Hassell.

“Removing illegal nar-
cotics from the streets of 
Rocky Mount is a priority 
for our agency,” Hassell 
said. 

To that end, 
the depart-
ment’s Spe-
cial Opera-
tions Division 
executed a 
search war-
rant Thursday 
at 308 N. 

Howell St., said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

While searching the 
home, officers seized 

43.45 grams (about 1½ 
ounces) of powder co-
caine, 35.5 grams (about 
1¼ ounces) of crack 
cocaine, 24 grams (0.85 
ounces) of marijuana, 
drug paraphernalia and a 
firearm, Jackson said.

“The Rocky Mount 
Police Department Spe-
cial Operation Division 
investigates all citizen 
complaints of illegal drug 
activity within our com-
munities,” Hassell said.

Darius Tiant Hender-
son, 43, faces a slew of 
charges, including pos-
session with intent to 
sell and deliver cocaine, 
manufacturing cocaine, 
trafficking cocaine, pos-
session with intent to sell 
and deliver marijuana, 
maintaining a dwelling 
for a controlled substance 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Henderson received a 
$50,000 secured bond.

Henderson

Fire chief resigns after DWI arrest 
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117

GREENVILLE — 
Charged with driving 
while impaired Sept. 19 
in southern Nash County, 
Greenville’s top firefighter 

has resigned.
On the day 

of his arrest, 
Eric Griffin 
announced 
his resigna-
tion as the city 
of Greenville’s 
fire and rescue 

chief, a position he’s held 
since 2014. Griffin was 
scheduled to retire from 
the post at year’s end.

Nash County sheriff’s 
deputies charged Griffin, 
50 with DWI and speed-
ing.

A deputy clocked Griffin 

traveling 94 mph in a 70 
mph zone on U.S. 264. Af-
ter a sobriety test, Griffin 
blew .20 on a breathalyzer, 
said Chief Deputy Bran-
don Medina of the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Griffin has a court date 
scheduled for Nov. 18.

Griffin

Retired Rocky Mount Police Department employees Darius Hudgins and Yvette Jones are 
shown attending a National Police Athletic/Activities League national conference in New 
Orleans. Hudgins also was a recent coach in a softball league through the Rocky Mount 
Parks and Recreation Department. Contributed photo

Brock Equipment technician earns top service award
For The Enterprise 

BAILEY — Irrigation 
systems and technol-
ogy company Reinke has 
recognized Brock Equip-
ment’s Patrick Leslie with 
its most elite technical 
service designation, the 
company announced 
Thursday.

Leslie received the 
Platinum PLUS Certified 
Technician Award. PLUS 
stands for “proven leaders 
in unmatched service.” 

“Earning the Platinum 
PLUS Certified Techni-
cian title is a significant 
achievement and qualifies 
him to provide the highest 
level of service available 
to growers,” said Ken 

Goodall, Reinke’s director 
of North American sales. 
“Patrick has completed 
the most extensive techni-
cal service training offered 
to Reinke dealers, and 
we’re proud to recognize 
his hard work.”

The Platinum PLUS Cer-
tified Technician Program 
consists of a series of six 
technical service training 
classes and tests. Leslie re-
ceived the Platinum PLUS 
award by scoring more 
than 90% on all six tests.

“Qualified service tech-
nicians are extremely 
important to growers 
when they make their 
buying decisions,” added 
Goodall. “That’s the focus 
of our technical service 

programs, to consistently 
educate dealers across 
the country to the highest 
levels of service capa-
bilities possible all in an 
effort to further our com-
mitment to the growers 
we serve.”

Brock Equipment op-
erates locations at 6550 
Deans St. in Bailey and 
102 S. Fourth St. in the 
Duplin County town of 
Calypso. 

Leslie’s award is the 
fourth Reinke honor for 
Brock Equipment an-
nounced in the last seven 
months. In March, the 
business was named a 
top five dealer in sales for 
its territory and received 
a Diamond Pride Award 

in recognition of its suc-
cess last year. On Sept. 1, 
Brock Equipment techni-
cian Lee Finch received a 
five-year PLUS Program 
Longevity Award.

With hundreds of 
dealers in more than 40 
countries, Reinke Manu-
facturing bills itself as the 
world’s largest privately 
held manufacturer of cen-
ter pivot and lateral move 
irrigation systems. Fam-
ily owned since 1954 and 
headquartered in Deshler, 
Nebraska, Reinke says 
it develops products and 
technology designed to in-
crease agriculture produc-
tion while providing labor 
savings and environmen-
tal efficiencies. 

NC nutrition benefits to increase by 25%
For The Enterprise 

RALEIGH — House-
holds enrolled in the feder-
ally funded, state-admin-
istered Food and Nutrition 
Services program will see 
their benefits increase by 
25% beginning Oct. 1 as 
part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
national re-evaluation of 
benefit amounts, the N.C. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services an-

nounced Friday. 
More than 1.6 million 

people are enrolled in the 
program in North Carolina. 

The increase is the re-
sult of a congressionally 
mandated re-evaluation of 
the program to determine 
if it reflects the current 
cost of a nutritionally ade-
quate diet. This is the larg-
est benefit increase in the 
program’s history, with 
the average monthly per-
person benefit rising from 

$121 to $157. The amount 
was last revised in 2006.

More than 1.4 million 
North Carolinians — in-
cluding 419,470 children 
— are facing hunger, ac-
cording to Feeding Amer-
ica, amounting to 1 in 7 
people and 1 in 5 children. 

Food insecurity is asso-
ciated with adverse health 
outcomes ranging from 
high blood pressure to 
diabetes to mental illness. 
Children are particularly 

susceptible to the negative 
effects of a lack of access 
to healthful food because 
their brains and bodies are 
still developing.

This permanent 25% in-
crease in FNS benefits will 
begin at the same time as 
a temporary 15% increase 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic ends on Sept. 30.  

“Having enough nutri-
tious food every day is an 
essential part of health 
and well-being,” said 

NCDHHS Chief Deputy 
Secretary for Opportunity 
and Well-Being Susan 
Gale Perry. “Too many of 
our fellow North Caro-
linians suffer from food 
insecurity. This will help 
hundreds of thousands of 
North Carolina families — 
many with young children 
— keep nutritious food on 
the table.”

The Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, or 
SNAP, is credited with lift-

ing millions of people out of 
poverty each year. It helps 
families buy adequate food, 
reduces poverty and helps 
stabilize the economy dur-
ing recessions.

More information about 
the North Carolina Food 
and Nutrition Services 
program  is available at 
the shortened link https://
bit.ly/3o63lAb.

Individuals and families 
can apply for FNS online 
at epass.nc.gov. 

The Enterprise
252-243-5151
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

National Night Out 
slated Thursday

ROLESVILLE — The Rolesville 
Police Department will hold its 
National Night Out observance 
from 5-8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 30, 
at Thales Academy, 1201 Granite 
Falls Blvd.

Spring Hope candidate 
forum planned

SPRING HOPE — The 
Enterprise is set to host a forum 
for the town’s nine candidates 
in this year’s municipal election. 

The question-and-answer 
session is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 7, at the Spring 
Hope Community Building, 104 
Community St.

Each candidate for the 
mayor’s chair and Board of 
Commissioners seats have 
tentatively agreed to attend. 
Candidates can designate a 
surrogate to speak on their 
behalf if a schedule conflict 
prevents their participation.

Newcomer Kyle Pritchard and 
Prudence Wilkins, a sitting town 
commissioner, face each other 
for mayor.

Seven candidates are running 
for three open seats on the 
town board. Incumbents Brent 
Cone, Drew Griffin and Ricky 
Tucker will compete with 
newcomers Dap Dunston, 
Jason Himmelright, Tony 
Jefferys and Eric Gainey to 
serve as commissioners in the 
Nov. 2 election.

Meal program 
seeks volunteers

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
Senior Services is seeking 
volunteers for the agency’s 

home-delivered meal program 
in Spring Hope, Bailey and the 
West Mount area.

The program delivers a 
hot, nutritious lunchtime 
meal for seniors on 10 routes 
within Nash County. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
underlying medical conditions, 
several volunteers have 
been unable to participate. 
Organizers are seeking 
adults without chronic health 
conditions and COVID-19 
risk factors who are available 
from 9:30-11 a.m. at least one 
weekday each week to deliver 

meals. Depending on the route, 
meal deliveries take roughly 
half an hour to an hour.

Prospective volunteers or 
people with questions can call 
Senior Services Coordinator 
Wendy Perry at 252-459-1367.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR listings 
are published as a public 
service of The Enterprise. The 
submission deadline is 5 p.m. 
Sunday for each Wednesday’s 
edition. Email listings to 
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com 
with “Community Calendar” in 
the subject line.

Word Tabernacle opens Impact Academy preschool
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — The Impact 
Academy’s August grand opening 
launched a new opportunity for local 
students, families and teachers. The 
preschool is housed in the Impact Center 
at 821 Word Plaza and serves 3-5-year-
old children and their families.

The preschool is part of a strategic 
plan to improve the region by investing 
in individuals so that everyone can 
thrive. 

“The school is uniquely designed to 
function with best industry practices for 
early childhood education in an ideal 
environment for families while being 
the preferred workplace for teachers,” 
a news release states. “The Impact 
Academy is creating a community where 
individuals are holistically nurtured and 
practically equipped to thrive personally, 
socially and educationally.”

While the preschool is new, the teach-
ing staff has decades of experience 
in five-star-rated centers with various 
education and human development 
roles. The program director, Kyle Durrell 
Johnson, and operations director, Tevin 
Boykin, have backgrounds in Nash and 
Edgecombe counties’ public school sys-

tems.
Impact Academy teachers have served 

as child care center directors, elementa-
ry teachers, preschool teachers and non-
profit community partners. Staff quali-
fications range from associate degrees 

to master’s in psychology, educational 
technology, human services, early child-
hood education, elementary education 
and divinity. 

One-third of the preschool’s employees 
are currently enrolled in educational pro-

grams to obtain additional degrees.
The program modeled its pay phi-

losophy through a partnership with the 
North Carolina Early Childhood Com-
pensation Collaborative. Directors used 
the collaborative’s model salary scale 
for early education lead teachers. The 
Impact Academy’s base wage starts at 
$11.79 an hour. Teachers can make more 
than $20 an hour with full-time health 
benefits.

The school aligns its state-approved 
curriculum and methodology with chil-
dren’s natural development stages. There 
is a focus on literacy, learning through 
play, self-guided exploration, mathemat-
ics and holistic nurturing. 

“Every child has the ability to learn,” 
Boykin said. “We do not only want to get 
them to learn a lesson for the moment. 
We want to inspire the desire to learn for 
a lifetime.” 

Johnson added that the preschool’s 
goal is to“set a strong foundation on 
which children, families and teachers 
can thrive.”

To learn more about the Impact Acade-
my, visit its website www.theimpactacad-
emywtc.com or contact Tevin Boykin at 
252-316-8314 or tevin.boykin@wordtab.
net.

The Impact Academy preschool for children ages 3-5 opened last month at Word 
Tabernacle Church’s Word Plaza in Rocky Mount. Contributed photo 

‘Screaming bridge’ gives ghost hunters a scare
In my 

work — 
well, my 
volunteer 
work 
for the 
paranormal 
research 
society I 
am a part 
of — we go 

on active investigations. 
I thought in this column, 
it might be fun to go over 
what I did on Sept. 18. 

Close to Williamston, 
out in Martin Country, 
there isn’t a lot. There is, 
however, “The Screaming 
Bridge.” If you make a 
habit of driving through 
Martin County, you 
probably have driven over 
this bridge several times 
and had no idea. 

Much like we all do 
at some point, driving 
through a more rural 
area, we cross a bridge to 
a creek or part of a small 
body of water. This one, 
however, come with a 
legend. The legend is one 
of loss, of betrayal and of 
a ghost. 

It is said that the 
screams of the ghost 
can still be heard if you 
stay out on this bridge 
at midnight. It isn’t a 
normal ghost, though. 
Not a Scooby Doo-type 
ghost with a sheet over 
its head. This is the ghost 
of a woman who was 
murdered by her husband. 

The legend does not 
say exactly why the man 
killed his fairer half. It 
simply states that she 
was led out there with 
a millstone he had tied 
around her neck. If you 
know what a millstone is, 
then you also know how 
heavy one is, which is 
what makes this legend 
somewhat implausible to 
me. 

Moving on, millstone 
necklace attached, he 
pushed her over the 
bridge and down she fell, 
drowning in the brackish, 
brown water that runs 
below the Screaming 
Bridge. 

During this fatal 
argument, she 
undoubtably screamed, 
and that is the scream 
you can hear if you stay 
around that area during 
midnight. The wife’s ghost 
is screaming because her 
husband is either just 
about to throw her over 
the bridge or has just done 
so. 

I went out to the 
Screaming Bridge to do 
a little poking around 
with some paranormal 
volunteers I work with 
sometimes, the North 
Carolina Investigators 
of the Paranormal. After 
tiring somewhat, I made 
my way back to the car 
to let others finish their 
work. 

I was watching from the 

shoulder of the road right 
before the bridge starts — 
and their light went out. 
Within five seconds, every 
light in the car in which 
I was sitting went out as 
well. That was enough 
to terrify me into leaving 
before midnight.

So, I left the Screaming 
Bridge around 11:45 p.m., 
happy not to have to sit in 
the darkness listening for 
a woman being murdered 

any longer. 
After the paranormal 

investigators got back 
to me, they had some 
interesting things to share. 
While using their spirit 
box, they picked up the 
words “car crash” and 
“knee-high.” Which may 
or may not relate to the 
bridge. 

The group employs a 
medium, and she was 
positive that there were 

three human spirits and 
one entity there. 

The entity, she claimed, 
had never been a human, 
but claimed the bridge for 
its own purposes and was 
not a positive force, but a 
nasty, quite negative one. 
She did advise that if we 
ever came back, we do 
so with at least one other 
person. 

So, the next time or 
perhaps even for the first 

time you find yourself 
driving through the 
country in Martin County 
close to Williamsburg, 
remember that every 
bridge you cross may not 
be so innocent. This one 
certainly does not seem to 
be so.

Niki Layne is a graduate 
student, owns a nonprofit 
and is a volunteer 
paranormal researcher. 

NIKI 
LAYNE

Deputies to raise funds 
for Special Olympics
From staff reports

SPRING HOPE — The 
Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office will raise funds for 
Special Olympics North 
Carolina during the 49th 
annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festival 
on Saturday.

The Cover the Cruiser 
event will allow folks who 
donate money to write a 
message and post it on a 
patrol cruiser.

Torch run T-shirts and 
hats will be available for 

purchase, as well as face 
paintings by Bubbles.

Dunk-a-Deputy will let 
festival-goers pay to try to 
send one of eight deputies 
into the water.The dunking 
booth schedule is: Chief 
Deputy Brandon Medina at 
9 a.m.; Sgt. Scott Gardner at 
10 a.m.; Sgt. Stanley Ricks 
at 11 a.m.; Deputy Elizabeth 
Cahoon at noon; Maj. Miste 
Strickland at 1 p.m.; Lt. 
Daniel Wrenn at 2; Lt. Randy 
VanHouten at 3; and Capt. 
Jeremy Hardy at 4 p.m. 

Candidate Forum

Spring Hope Municipal Election
Mayoral Candidates

Kyle Pritchard and Prudence Wilkins

Board of Commissioners Candidates
Brent Cone, Drew Griffin, Ricky Tucker, Dap Dunston, 

Jason Himmelright, Tony Jeffreys and Eric Gainey

Thursday, October 7
6 p.m.

Spring Hope Community Building, 104 Community Street
Virtual options: SpringHopeEnterpise.com and Facebook Live

presented by
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Deputies charge Nash man with impersonating officer
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 

252-265-8117 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
A Nash County man 
accused of impersonating 
a law enforcement officer 
has a history of similar 
allegations in other states, 
authorities say, pretending 
to be a police officer, CIA 
agent and military official.

Adrian Michael Crump, 
58, of Charlotte Avenue 
in Rocky Mount, faces 
charges of impersonating 
a law enforcement officer; 
possession with intent to 
sell and deliver marijuana; 
maintaining a dwelling 
place for a controlled 
substance; and possessing 
marijuana paraphernalia.

Deputies served an 
outstanding warrant for 

Crump at his 
home at 8:30 
p.m. Friday, 
Chief Deputy 
Brandon 
Medina said 
in a news 
release. 

“When 
the deputies knocked 
on the open door of the 
residence, they were able 
to see marijuana in plain 
view,” Medina said. “The 
defendant and owner of 
the residence, Adrian 
Michael Crump, asked the 
deputies to step into the 
residence. Upon closer 
examination, deputies 
were able to positively 
confirm the presence of 
the marijuana.”

Deputies took Crump 
into custody and seized 
nearly 60 grams (2.1 

ounces) of marijuana and 
various paraphernalia 
items without incident, 
Medina said.

Deputies took Crump 
to the Nash County 
Magistrates’ Office in 
Nashville, where Crump 
received a $5,000 secured 
bond for the misdemeanor 
charge of impersonating 
an officer and an 
additional $5,000 secured 
bond for the drug charges.

The charge for 
impersonating law 
enforcement stems 
from an interaction that 
deputies say occurred 
Aug. 11 on the 1000 
block of Independence 
Drive in Rocky Mount. 
Crump is accused of 
wearing a T-shirt with 
“Federal Agent ‘’ printed 
on the back and a law 

enforcement badge on the 
front left breast pocket 
area.

“Crump also displayed 
a gold CIA badge 
attached to the front 
neck area of his T-shirt, 
and upon speaking 
with the defendant, he 
verbally indicated he 
was a law enforcement 
officer,” Medina wrote 
in the release. “Crump 
went as far as presenting 
various documents in an 
attempt to substantiate 
his claim of being a 
federal law enforcement 
investigator with the 
CIA and Department 
of Homeland Security. 
Further investigation 
revealed the defendant 
had a history of 
being charged with 
impersonating a law 

enforcement officer in 
Virginia and Minnesota.”

Authorities charged 
Crump twice in 2012 with 
impersonating a police 
officer, according to NBC 
12 in Richmond, Virginia.

In 2010, authorities took 
Crump into custody for 
carrying a pistol without 
a permit outside a bank 
in Rochester, Minnesota, 
according to The Post 
Bulletin.

A judge ordered a 
mental evaluation for 
Crump, who reportedly 
wore a shirt with “U.S. 
Federal Agent” printed 
on the front and back 
and a holster on the right 
side of his waistband 
containing a fully loaded 
magazine, but no gun. 
Authorities located a CIA 
license plate in Crump’s 

vehicle along with a 
badge and credentials, the 
newspaper article states.

Officers also found a 
baton, two sets of black 
hinged handcuffs with 
keys, a large can of 
chemical spray, a couple 
of identification cards in 
Crump’s name and some 
credit cards. 

In the center storage 
console, authorities found 
a 9mm semiautomatic 
handgun, according to the 
article.

In 2006, authorities 
charged Crump with 
impersonating a U.S. 
Navy officer to obtain 
$6,700 in payments and 
more than $800 in health 
insurance premiums, 
according to The Winona 
Daily News in Winona, 
Minnesota.

Crump

College holds naming ceremony for manufacturing center 
Gene Haas 
Foundation gave 
gift for naming 
rights

For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash Community Col-
lege held a Sept. 17 
ceremony celebrating the 
naming of the Gene Haas 

Center for Advanced 
Manufacturing.

The 16,000-square-foot 
facility, which opened in 
2018, is used as an aca-
demic and training space 
for students and is home 
to the electrical systems 
technology, computer-
integrated machining, 
electronics engineering 
technology and robotics 
programs of study.

The Gene Haas 
Foundation provided a 

$250,000 naming rights 
gift that will be used to 
support the college’s 
advanced manufacturing 
program. The perpetual 
naming rights award will 
fund much-needed class-
room technology and 
supportive information 
technology.

“Nash Community 
College is very proud to 
be a leader in advanced 
manufacturing training 
preparing employable 
students to be successful 
in local careers,” NCC 
President Lew Hunnicutt 
said. “We are fortunate 
to have the continued en-
dorsement and support 
of the Haas Foundation 
that has strengthened 
our program for many 
years. It speaks to the 
reputation and superior 
level of instruction we 
provide.”

In 2014, the Gene Haas 
Foundation established 

a new partnership with 
dynamic computer nu-
merical control training 

programs around the 
world to provide the op-
portunity for qualifying 

schools to become Gene 
Haas centers. Candidate 
schools are chosen based 
on a variety of factors in-
cluding leadership within 
the technical education 
community, providing 
the maximum opportu-
nities to many students 
and companies in their 
region and beyond.

“It has been such a 
pleasure working with 
the team at Nash Com-
munity College on their 
new Gene Haas Center 
for Advanced Manu-
facturing,” said Kathy 
Looman, director of edu-
cation for the Gene Haas 
Foundation. “I have held 
the CNC training pro-
gram at Nash Commu-
nity College in very high 
regard for many years. 

“The instructors are 
not only highly skilled, 
but they are also willing 
to share their knowledge 
and expertise to expand 
their impact far beyond 
North Carolina.”

Alex Barnhill, NCC de-
partment chair of applied 
engineering technolo-
gies, currently serves as 
the Haas Technical Edu-
cation Center Network 
national president, and 
Professor George Shook 
serves on the National 
HTEC Council. Both fac-
ulty members are also 
members of the North 
Carolina Association of 
Instructors in Machine 
Shop, one of the oldest 
and most active manu-
facturing instructor as-
sociations.

Nash Community Col-
lege said it’s committed 
to developing a skilled 
workforce and enhanc-
ing the community’s 
quality of life. The ongo-
ing support of commu-
nity and industry part-
ners, such as the Gene 
Haas Foundation, helps 
to make these programs 
possible.

The Gene Haas Foun-
dation was founded in 
1999 by Haas Automa-
tion owner Gene Haas. 
Begun in 1983, Haas Au-
tomation Inc. describes 
itself as America’s lead-
ing builder of CNC ma-
chine tools.

Nash Community College Board of Trustees Chair Katherine Fisher, left, is pictured 
with Alex Barnhill, NCC department chair for applied engineering technologies; George 
Shook, retired professor, NCC computer-integrated machining; Kathy Looman, the Gene 
Haas Foundation’s director of education and naming center grants; Jason Brannon, NCC 
computer-integrated machining instructor; and college President Lew Hunicutt. Contributed 
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Lynch combines faith, football and family
Rocky Mount 
High grad 
is Barton’s 
signal-caller 

By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7808

WILSON — Jaquan 
Lynch can create havoc 
for opposing defenses as 
quarterback of the Barton 
College football team, but 
the Rocky Mount High 
product is a contrast off 
the field. 

The softspoken, 
thoughtful young man 
is majoring psychology 
with a minor in criminal 
justice, and his Christian 
faith plays a large role in 
his life.

For the Bulldogs, Lynch 
has been a mainstay since 
the spring season. He had, 
perhaps, his best game for 
Barton in the program’s 
first NCAA victory, a 38-25 
decision over Erskine Col-
lege on Sept. 11, with 134 
passing yards and another 
86 on the ground. 

In the lightly edited tran-
script below, Lynch talks 
about football, faith and 
family with Paul Durham, 
sports editor of Enterprise 
sister newspaper The Wil-
son Times. 
PD: What are your career 
plans right now as far as 
when you get out of col-
lege? Have you thought 
about what you want to do?
JL: Yes sir, I think I would 
like to be a therapist, or 
like a school counselor or 
something like that.
PD: Oh wow, that’s pretty 
good career and definitely 
needed these days, it 
seems. When you were 
small, what did you want 
to be when you grew up?
JL: (laughs) When I was 
a little kid, I wanted to be 

a doctor. ... I just wanted 
to do something to help 
people.
PD: Do you not want to be 
a doctor anymore, or did 
you just realize it might 
be a lot more school and 
everything else?
JL: Eventually I would like 
to get a Ph.D in psychol-
ogy, further down the road 
for me.
PD: What kind of hobbies 
or interests do you have 
outside of football and be-
ing a college student?
JL: I try to spread my faith 
as much as possible. I’m 
not really social, I guess. 
Me and some of my team-
mates like to talk about 
God and the Bible and Je-
sus. I think that keeps me 
going also.
PD: What church do you 
go to?
JL: I go to a church called 
Word Tabernacle in Rocky 
Mount, but I haven’t been 
able to go so much, so 
some of my teammates 
have been going to Peace 
Church here in Wilson 

and they invited me to go 
this weekend.
PD: What’s the most fun 
trip you’ve ever taken?
JL: In eighth grade, I had 
the opportunity to go to 
University of Alabama 
football camp. I can’t re-
member how long, but it 
was like a few days. We 
got to stay there, meet 
their coaches, learn how 
they do things. I think that 
was probably the most fun 
I’ve ever hard.
PD: So you got to meet 
Nick Saban? What was 
your impression of him?
JL: He’s a lot shorter than I 
thought he would be.
PD: Was he nice to you 
guys? He is pretty intense. 
I wouldn’t think he’d yell 
at a bunch of eighth grade 
campers, but you never 
know with Saban.
JL: He didn’t yell at us too 
much.
PD: What are some of your 
favorite musical groups?
JL: I listen to Maverick 
City a lot. It’s a little dif-
ferent. Chandler Moore, 

Maverick City, Elevation 
Music.
PD: What’s the farthest 
you’ve traveled from 
home?
JL: Probably the Alabama 
trip. Well, I’ve also been to 
Florida with my family. So 
yeah, I think Florida.
PD: Where did you go in 
Florida?
JL: I think it was south 
Florida. I can’t really re-
member. It’s been a while!
PD: Do you remember any-
thing from that trip? 
JL: I remember going to 
the beach and the aquari-
um with my family.
PD: What store would you 
to go if you got $50,000 
and had to spend it all on 
one trip?
JL: Probably Target or 
Walmart.
PD: That’d be a lot of stuff 
at Target or Walmart! 
What would you get 
there?
JL: Electronics, get some 
clothes, food.

Sports The Enterprise
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STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

Jessica Garcia runs 
cross-country 

for the Ladybirds at 
Southern Nash High 
School and is The 
Enterprise’s Farris & 
Thomas Law Attor-
neys Student-Athlete 
of the Week.

Jessica also plays 
midfield on the Lady-
birds soccer team.

A 16-year-old junior, 
Jessica plans to pur-
sue a nursing career 
after college.

Jessica was one of 
five Ladybirds to lead 
the way for Southern 
Nash during a Sept. 
14 meet at Owen 
Park in Louisburg. 
The Ladybirds fin-
ished fourth, posi-
tioning themselves 
in the top half of the 
2-A/3-A Big East Con-

ference standings.

She also helped lead 
Southern Nash to a 
fourth-place team 
finish during the con-
ference’s first meet of 
the season Sept. 8 at 
Rocky Mount High.

On the soccer team, 
Jessica was one of 
five Ladybirds to 
score goals in South-
ern Nash’s 9-0 rout of 
host Nash Central on 
April 26. 

Jessica Garcia

Firebirds blitz Rocky 
Mount to win 10th match
 From staff reports

Putting its balance on 
display, the Southern 
Nash High varsity boys 
soccer team showed 
no signs of slowing its 
unbeaten streak Sept. 
20, compiling its 11th 
straight match without a 
loss in a 5-1 victory over 
Rocky Mount.

Five players scored for 
Southern Nash in improv-
ing to 10-3-1 overall and 
a spotless 5-0 in 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference play.

Mason Wells, Frank 
Gonzalez, Jared Gonza-
lez, Raul Nunez III and 
Gee Juarez all scored 
for Southern Nash, with 
Jared Gonzalez adding a 
pair of assists. Nunez and 
Wells also added assists.

Southern Nash led 3-0 
at the half before Rocky 
Mount (3-5-2, 1-3 The Big 
East) averted the shutout 
with a second-half tally.

Ladybirds win 
4th straight 
conference match

ROCKY MOUNT — 
The Southern Nash High 
girls golf team remained 
a force within the con-
fines of 2-A/3-A Big East 
conference play Sept. 
20, winning its fourth 
straight conference 
match at the Northgreen 
Country Club.

Compiling a score of 143 
for their low three individ-

uals, the Ladybirds were 
led by the nine-hole 45 of 
medalist Samantha Puck-
ett. Mackenzie Gamble 
followed with a 48 and Ta-
batha Tomaszewski added 
a 50 as Caroline Thornton 
and Mercedes Ledbetter 
rounded out the roster.

Franklinton, Northern 
Nash and Bunn also 
took part in the round, 
although no scores were 
available.

Gonzalez’s 4 
goals lift red-hot 
Southern Nash

ROANOKE RAPIDS — 
There’s been no answer 
for the Southern Nash 
High varsity boys soccer 
team within the confines 
of the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference.

That didn’t change 
Sept. 16 at Roanoke Rap-
ids, where the Firebirds 
utilized four goals and an 
assist by senior captain 
Jared Gonzalez in a 5-2 
victory.

In finishing its 10th 
straight match without 
a loss, Southern Nash 
climbed to 9-2-1 overall 
and 4-0 in Big East play. 
Senior Raul Nunez had a 
goal with junior Jonathan 
Robles and senior Ramiro 
Rangel handing out as-
sists.

Roanoke Rapids (5-2, 
1-2 Big East), picked up 
goals from Coleman Neal 
and Doug Merritt.

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

Barton quarterback Jaquan Lynch looks for a target during the Bulldogs’ season-opening 
game Sept. 4 against Newberry at Truist Stadium. A Rocky Mount High graduate, Lynch 
had his best day as a Bulldog on Sept. 11 in a 38-25 win at Erskine. Sheldon Vick | Special to 

The Enterprise 

“We had a great turnout for the first 

game in the new stadium ...  

Everybody’s close-knit together ...  

We all support each other.”

JAQUAN LYNCH, quarterback for Barton College football

Firebirds trounce Yellow 
Jackets for Big East lead
From staff reports 

As Southern Nash arrived at the 
midpoint of its varsity football sea-
son still unbeaten, first-year head 
coach Brian Batchelor saw what 
he’d been looking for all season in 
the Firebirds’ 56-14 destruction of 
previously unbeaten Roanoke Rap-

ids on Friday night.
“Physically, that’s what we should 

be doing,” he said. “We were tough, 
played hard, blocked well, played 
a lot better on defense. Physically, 
that’s what I expect from us every 
night.”

The 3-A Firebirds, now 5-0 over-
all and atop the 2-A/3-A Big East 

Conference, amassed 485 yards of 
offense, didn’t commit a turnover 
and limited the 2-A Yellow Jackets 
(4-1, 1-1 Big East) to fewer than 200 
yards of offense. 

But the proverbial fly in the vic-
tory soup for the Firebirds was their 

Southern Nash’s Sammy Gandy (6) runs with the ball during the first half of Friday’s game against Roanoke Rapids. 
Gandy ran for 184 yards and two touchdowns as the Firebirds improved to 4-0 overall and 2-0 in the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference with a 56-14 victory. Jyronn Brinkley | Special to The Enterprise 

See FIREBIRDS, Page 2B

See LYNCH, Page 2B
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penchant for attracting yellow flags. 
Southern Nash had a season-high 
13 penalties for 130 yards whistled 
against it.

“It was not a lot of procedural 
stuff either,” said Batchelor, noting 
that some of the bigger infractions, 
such as late hits, came from mental 
lapses.

“That’s what I told our guys. 
Where we’re at now, there’s noth-
ing we (coaches) can do for them 
on that,” he said. “They have to 
make the mental decision they’re 
going to have to clean those things 
up.”

Senior Sammy Gandy ran the 
ball 12 times for 184 yards, includ-
ing touchdown jaunts of 3 and 33 
yards while junior Tralon Mitchell 
also surpassed the century mark 
with 152 yards and three TDs on 10 
carries. Senior Jackson Vick, the 
team’s leading rusher so far this 
season, added 71 yards and a TD as 
the Firebirds racked up 467 yards 
on the ground.

After Gandy opened the scoring, 
senior Dawson May rumbled over 

the goal line from four yards and 
Vick ran in the two-point conver-
sion for a 14-0 lead. Vick’s 2-yard 

TD run and Jonathan Daniels’ 
extra-point kick put Southern Nash 
up 21-0 in the second quarter.

Roanoke Rapids answered on a 
52-yard scoring pass from quar-
terback Jonas Howard to Austin 
Geary. It was the first of two long 
TD tosses for Howard in the quar-
ter, as he hit Wayne Wilkins on a 
33-yard completion for six points to 
end the scoring.

However, in between those TDs, 
Mitchell raced 38 yards for his first 
score as the Firebirds led 28-14 at 
the half. It was all downhill for the 
Yellow Jackets after that. Gandy 
reached the end zone from 33 yards 
before Mitchell ripped scoring runs 
of 26 and 68 yards.

Zyshonne White, who fired an 
18-yard halfback pass to Gandy 
for the Firebirds’ first completion 
since the opening week, completed 
the scoring with a 25-yard run with 
just under 2 minutes left in the 
game.

Southern Nash has an open week 
ahead, but Batchelor is still looking 
for a game this Friday to make up 
after having the Fike game can-
celed in week 3.

Southern Nash ...............56

Roanoke Rapids ............14
 
 RR SN
First Downs 12 14
Yards rushing 35-80 46-467
Yards passing 98 18
Passes-Comp.-Int. 11-4-0 1-1-0
Punts-Average 2-30 0-0
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 1-5 13-130

Score by quarters:
Roanoke Rapids 0 14 0 0 — 14
Southern Nash 14 21 21 0 — 56

Scoring Summary:
SN — Sammy Gandy 3 run (kick failed), 9:39, 
1st.
SN — Dawson May 4 run (Jackson Vick run), 
4:13, 1st.
SN — Vick 2 run (Jonathan Daniels kick), 7:53, 
2nd.
RR — Austin Geary 52 pass from Jonas How-
ard (Doug Merritt kick), 5:58, 2nd.
SN — Tralon Mitchell 38 run (kick failed), 
5:11, 2nd.
RR — Wayne Wilkins 31 pass from Howard 
(Merritt kick), 4:22, 2nd.
SN —  Gandy 33 run (Vick run), 2:27, 2nd.
SN — Mitchell 26 run (Daniels kick), 6:44, 3rd.
SN — Mitchell 68 run (Daniels kick), 4:40, 3rd.
SN — Zyshonne White 25 run (Daniels kick), 
1:02, 4th.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Jackson Vick 12-71, TD, 2 2-point 
runs; Sammy Gandy 12-184, 2 TDs; Tralon 
Mitchell 10-152, 3 TDs; Madison Jones 1-8; 
Kaden Ricks-Tucker 3-17; Leo Jones 1-2; 
Mason Braswell 1-9; Dawson May 1-4, TD; 
Brock Alford 1-minus 7; Zyshonne White 2-25, 
TD; Nathaniel Palacios 2-2.
PASSING — Zyshonne White 1-1-0, 18 yards.
RECEIVING — Sammy Gandy 1-18.

continued from page 1B

Firebirds: Looking for a make up game Friday

PD: Who is your favorite 
athlete and team?
JL: I like Russell Wilson 
and the Seahawks.
PD: What do you like 
about Russell so much?
JL: I like that he’s a shorter 
quarterback like me and 
he uses his legs to extend 
plays. He’s a man of faith 

and he’s a great leader.
PD: What other sports did 
you play at Rocky Mount?
JL: I played baseball and I 
ran track and I played bas-
ketball my senior year.
PD: What’s your greatest 
athletic achievement?
JL: I didn’t lose a football 
game until I got to high 
school.
PD: Wow, you never lost 

a football game until you 
got to high school?
JL: Yeah, we had pretty 
good teams in youth foot-
ball and in middle school. 
We had a good run in high 
school, too. We had some 
players get hurt and that 
slowed us up a little bit.
PD: What’s your favorite 
thing about Barton Col-
lege so far?

JL: We’re a small school 
and I feel like the com-
munity rallied around us, 
especially with the new 
football program. We had 
a great turnout for the 
first game in the new sta-
dium. I love that about this 
school. Everybody’s close-
knit together, even with 
other sports programs. We 
all support each other.

Lynch: Never lost a football game until high school
continued from page 1B

Duff installed as NC Wesleyan’s 8th president
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
North Carolina Wesleyan 
College formally installed 
Evan D. Duff as its eighth 
president on Sept. 17. An 
inauguration ceremony 
was held in Minges Audi-
torium at the Dunn Center 
on the college’s campus.

Rebecca Mitchell, a se-
nior double-majoring in 
psychology and biology 
who serves as an intern in 
the president’s office, gave 
the ceremony’s opening 
remarks. 

“From the beginning, 
Dr. Duff has demonstrated 
his passion for helping 
students, offering them a 
voice and a place to call 
home,” Mitchell said. “Dr. 
Duff truly cares about his 
students and their overall 
well-being.”

Students, faculty, staff, 

board members and 
friends gave their greet-
ings to the new president. 
Some unable to attend 
sent personal greetings 
via video. 

N.C. Wesleyan College 
Board of Trustees member 
and human resources pro-
fessional Constance Wil-
liams offered her congrat-
ulations, saying,“President 
Duff is by far one of the 
most visionary, humble 
and forward-thinking ex-
ecutives I have ever had 
the privilege to know. He 
prioritizes and operates 
from a position of fairness, 
excellence, inclusion and 
kindness.”

Janice Bryant Howroyd, 
a board member and 
founder and CEO of the 
ActOne Group, also sent 
her well-wishes.

“Dr. Duff’s vision for the 
school is only exceeded 

by his strong competency 
and his vision for what life 
can be like for all of us,” 
she said. 

Award-winning actress 
Sharon Lawrence deliv-
ered her virtual greeting, 
saying, “I know that under 
Dr. Duff’s successful lead-
ership, this institution has 
thrived in very challenging 
circumstances. I also rec-
ognize that today’s instal-
lation honors the tradition 
of Wesleyan excellence 
and investment in educa-
tion for our region.”

College officials present-
ed Duff with a surprise 
congratulatory message — 
a handwritten letter from 
Gov. Roy Cooper, a Nash 
County native. 

“Rocky Mount is proud 
to be home to North Caro-
lina Wesleyan College and 
the outstanding programs 
and experiences it offers 
to its students,” Cooper 
wrote. “I know under your 
leadership, it will con-
tinue to grow and be an 
important North Carolina 
institution of higher learn-
ing. On a personal note: 
thanks Dr. Duff —  this is 
my home area and I know 
how important this great 

College is.”   
Board of Trustees Chair-

man Dan Crocker con-
ducted the investiture of 
the president. 

Vice Chairman Paul 
Bauer then presented Duff 
with a presidential medal-
lion, a symbol of authority 
and a token of esteem and 
confidence. One side dis-
plays the president’s name 

and inauguration date, 
and the reverse features 
the college seal. The seal 
incudes five symbols — an 
owl for wisdom, a lion for 
courage, a triangle for the 
Trinity, a budded cross for 
Christianity and a lamp 
for learning.

Duff’s wife of 23 years, 
Marcy Duff, and their four 
children, Tyson, Landon, 

Peyton and Chloe, then 
joined the president on 
stage as the Rev. Laura 
Wittman gave a blessing 
for N.C. Wesleyan’s first 
family. 

Following the inaugura-
tion, the college held a 
luncheon in Duff’s honor 
for family members and 
close friends at the Rocky 
Mount Event Center. 

N.C. Wesleyan College President Evan D. Duff speaks during his inauguration ceremony on 
Sept. 17. Contributed photo 

College celebrates  
54th anniversary
Nash Community College President 

Lew Hunicutt, left, is pictured with 

President Emeritus J. Reid Parrott Jr., 

the college’s second president. NCC 

students, faculty and staff celebrated 

the college’s 54th birthday with two 

campuswide receptions on Sept. 7. 

Parrott was named president of what 

was then known as Nash Technical 

Institute in 1980 and served in that ca-

pacity until his retirement in 1999. The 

N.C. General Assembly passed the 

Community College Act in 1957, pro-

viding an avenue for local governing 

bodies to establish institutions in their 

own communities. The first Board of 

Trustees for the college, then called 

the Nash County Technical Institute 

Unit, was appointed in 1967. Jack Bal-

lard was hired as the college’s first 

president, and the college was estab-

lished as Nash Technical Institution on 

Sept. 7, 1967. Contributed photo 
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PEACHTREE NEWS

Peachtree Baptist Church celebrates 212 years 
We at 

Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
praised 
God for 
allowing 
Peachtree 
to be a 
church of 

unity and service for 212 
years. Our 2021 church 
homecoming celebration 
2021 would have been 
Sunday. We had to cancel 
our homecoming this 
year due to the continued 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
including the delta and 
mu variants. These 
infections continue to be 
threats. We will hold next 
year’s homecoming on 
Sunday, Sept. 25, 2022. 
We hope you can join us 
then.

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday 
was presented to 
glorify God by Maxine 
and Norman Whitley 
in commemoration 
of the church’s 212th 
homecoming Sunday and 
in honor of all past and 
present Peachtree Baptist 
Church members. 

Pianist Jane May played 
a beautiful solo. Sunday’s 
special music was 
“America, the Beautiful,” 
sung by the Peachtree 
members.

The memory verse for 
the month of September is 
2 Timothy 1:13-14. 

Pastor’s message: 
“The Beatitudes: Living 
for God’s Pleasure, Part 
2,” with Scripture from 
Matthew 5:5-6.

‘IF GOD REALLY LOVED ME’

My devotional this 
week is “If God Really 
Loved Me,” by Lysa 
TerKeurst.

“Though the mountains 
be shaken and the hills be 
removed, yet my unfailing 
love for you will not be 
shaken nor my covenant 
of peace be removed,’ 
says the Lord, who has 
compassion on you.” — 
Isaiah 54:10, NIV.

“I wonder what would 
happen in our lives if we 
really lived in the absolute 
assurance of God’s love. 
I mean, as Christians, we 
know He loves us. We 
sing the songs, we quote 
the verses, we wear the 
T-shirts and we sport the 
bumper stickers.Yes, God 
loves us.

“I’m not talking 
about knowing He loves 
us.

“I’m talking 
about living as if we really 
believe it.

“I’m talking about 
walking confidently in the 
certainty of God’s love 
even when our feelings 
beg us not to.

“I’m talking about 
training our hearts and 
our minds to process 
everything through the 
filter of the absolute 
assurance of God’s love. 
Period. Without the 
possible question mark.

“Not too long ago, 
I had a conversation 
with a precious mom 
whose eldest daughter is 
nearing 30 and has never 
had a boyfriend. The 
younger siblings have all 
gone through the whole 
dating thing, and one is 
engaged to be married. 
The eldest daughter sat 
on the side of her mom’s 
bed recently with tears 
slipping down her cheeks 
and asked, ‘Why, Mom? 
Why can’t I find anyone 
to love me? What’s wrong 
with me?’

“This mom was asking 
me for advice in helping 
her daughter process 
these questions. These 
feelings are real. These 
feelings are tough.

“And I’m sure if I were 
able to untangle all the 
emotions wrapped in and 
around these questions, 
somewhere deep inside 
I would find this girl 
doubting God’s love for 
her.

“I completely 

understand. In my 
own life, I have faced 
heartbreaking situations 
where I know God could 
step in and change 
everything in an instant. 
And when He doesn’t? It 
hurts. Deeply.

“But here is what 
God continues to teach 
me — I must process 
disappointments through 
the filter of His love, not 
through the tangled places 
of my heart.

“When I process things 
through the tangled places 
of my heart, often the 
outcome is, ‘If God loves 
me so much, why would 
He let this happen?’

“Instead, when I process 
things through the filter of 
the absolute assurance of 
God’s love, the outcome 
is, ‘God loves me so much; 
therefore, I have to trust 
why He is allowing this to 
happen.’”

CHURCH BUSINESS

• The Women’s 
Missionary Union ladies 
are busy with their 
projects. The annual 
Appalachian Backpack 
Ministry will start Friday, 
Oct. 1, and end on Oct. 
31. You may pick up your 
backpacks next week.

• Deacons’ meeting will 
be 7 p.m. Tuesday.

• Church conference 
will be 1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 
3.

• The WMU will hold 
its monthly meeting at 11 
a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 13. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• David and Lynn Griffin 
hosted Lynn’s mother, 
Janie Joyner, at their home 
last week. They were 
visited Sept. 22 by Janie’s 
brother, Ed Bissette, who 
brought them a delicious 
lunch of sandwiches, 
salads and doughnuts. 
The four of them went to 
Wilmington on Thursday 
to visit Janie’s and Ed’s 
sister, Trudy Matthews. 
The two sisters hadn’t 
seen each other in almost 
two years.

• Gene and Ryan 
Whitehouse and David 
and Lynn Griffin attended 
a recent performance of 
“Stomp” at the Durham 
Performing Arts Center. 
Ryan was celebrating his 
birthday and David and 
Lynn were celebrating 
their anniversary. They 
enjoyed dinner in Raleigh 
on the way.

• The Momeyer 
Ruritan Club held a 
100th birthday party for 
Demo Tant on Sept. 20. 
Ronnie Ezell provided the 
entertainment. Dinner 
with cake and ice cream 
was served. What a great 
time. 

• Floods Chapel Free 
Will Baptist Church will 
hold its men’s breakfast at 
8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 2.

• Stoney Hill Baptist 
Church will hold men’s 
fellowship at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 11.

• Floods Chapel is 
collecting donations for 
the St. Vincent’s Island 
volcano victims. Please 
contact the church for a 
list of needs.

• Counting the Costs 
Ministries, sponsored by 
Billy and Amy Kornegay, 
919-920-4755, is taking 
up donations for flood 
victims of St Vincent’s 
and St Lucia islands. The 
group is also collecting 
winter items for an 
Indian reservation in 
the mountains of New 
Mexico.

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick and in 
need. Please keep them all 
in your prayers.

• Caregivers: Maxine 
Whitley, Jerry Hobgood, 
Dorothy Nelson, Bill 
Wakefield and Gail 
Brantley.

• Recovering at home: 
Ronnie Matthews, Delcie 
Wakefield, Norman 
Whitley, Melba Hobgood, 

Sandra Breedlove, Bert 
Eason, Aaron Edwards’ 
father-in-law Jim English, 
Pete Infintino and Luke 
Gupton.

• Undergoing treatment: 
Marta Whitehouse, Janie 
Joyner, Bill Nelson, Joyce 
Brinkley, Deborah Massey, 
Lawrence Edwards’ 
cousin Sharon and Steve 
McDaniels.

• Under doctors’ care: 
Melba and Jerry Hobgood, 
Preston Green, Jackie 
Mitchell Fisher, Ronald 
Fisher, James Shepard, 
Brenda Sheppard, Aubrey 
Farmer, Doug Hayes, 

Fan Whitley, Sandra 
Breedlove, Sara Paige, 
Eula Gupton, Gene Avery, 
Laverne Whitley, Adam 
Edwards’ mother-in-law 
Nancy Law and Sherry 
Rose. 

• Pray for the family of 
Lawrence Edwards’ cousin 
Richard Wilder. 

• Barbara Privette is in 
Nash General Hospital, 
Eddie Abbott is in Duke 
University Hospital and 
Orville Cooper is in Mary 
Washington Hospital in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

• Families affected by 
Hurricane Ida in western 

North Carolina, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama and 
the northeastern states.

• The people and first 
responders dealing with 
flooding in western North 
Carolina and middle 
Tennessee. 

• Those infected by 
COVID-19 and their 
families.

• Birthday blessings 
to Joan Eason (Oct. 1), 
Linwood May (Oct. 1), 
Kathy Farmer (Oct. 2), Bill 
Wood (Oct. 2), Lindsey 
Matthews (Oct. 4), Ann 
Cannon (Oct. 15), E. Ray 
Eason (Oct. 19), Dianne 

Bunn (Oct. 20), Brent 
Bunn (Oct. 21), JoAnn 
Blankenship (Oct. 22), 
Fran Bunn (Oct. 24), 
Karen Macquin (Oct. 26), 
Brenda Shepherd (Oct. 
26) and Brody Edwards 
(Oct. 26) and Mary Hazel 
Mink (Oct. 31).

If you have news, please 
call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.
com. My phone number is 
252-478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 2 
p.m. on Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of 
Peachtree Baptist Church.

FRAN 
BUNN
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Golden Leaf Foundation launches site readiness program
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — The Gold-
en Leaf Foundation announced 
the launch of its new Golden 

Leaf Site Program 
on Thursday. 

The program will 
help communities 
identify potential 
industrial sites for 
economic develop-
ment, complete the 
due diligence neces-

sary to prepare sites for indus-
trial development and extend 
public utilities to or conduct 
rough grading and clearing of 
sites for which due diligence has 
been completed.

The foundation budgeted 
$10 million for the program 
this fiscal year, which will be 
awarded in two rounds, fall 
and spring. Applications for 

the fall 2021 round are due 
Oct. 14 for the Golden Leaf 
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors’ consideration during its 
December meeting.

Golden Leaf will reserve at 
least $5 million for program 
grants in the spring of 2022. Ap-
plication deadline for the spring 
funding cycle will be announced 
later this year. 

To kick off the new site pro-
gram, the foundation will hold 
an informational webinar at 9 
a.m. Wednesday. Register online 
at www.goldenleaf.org/SITE-
webinar/.

“During a strategic planning 
processwe completed earlier 
this year, the Golden Leaf board 
identified gaps in available 
funding to support site develop-
ment necessary to attract busi-
nesses, especially to rural and 
economically distressed areas,” 

said board Chair Bo Biggs. “In 
response to these findings, the 
Site Program was designed 
to support the identification, 
preparation and development 
of sites to attract quality jobs to 
these communities.”

The program has a three-
phase approach:

1. Identification support to 
identify potential industrial sites 
in communities that do not cur-
rently have quality industrial 
sites to market.

2. Due diligence funding to 
complete eligible due diligence 
activities such as environmental 
assessments, archaeological 
analyses and mapping.

3. Development funding for 
public infrastructure and, for 
publicly owned sites, clearing 
and rough grading, to benefit 
sites that have completed the 
due diligence necessary to dem-

onstrate that the site is suitable 
for development.

“Golden Leaf intends for the 
Site Program to complement 
other site readiness and site 
development programs existing 
in North Carolina and has co-
ordinated its requirements with 
those other programs,” said 
foundation President and CEO 
Scott T. Hamilton. “Applicants 
will be able to begin the process 
at any of the three phases, and a 
site may progress from identifi-
cation through to development 
over time.”

The timeline for the first 
round of funding is intended 
to support immediate needs. 
Golden Leaf will launch a sec-
ond round in early 2022 with the 
intent that this will be a long-
term program.

Golden Leaf will continue to 
update the information avail-

able regarding program require-
ments and may modify the 
requirements before the next 
round in early 2022 or other 
future rounds. All updates and 
details will be posted on the 
foundation’s website. For more 
information, visit www.golden-
leaf.org/SITE.

The Golden Leaf Founda-
tion is a nonprofit organization 
established in 1999 to receive 
a portion of North Carolina’s 
funding from the 1998 Master 
Settlement Agreement with 
cigarette manufacturers. For 20 
years, Golden Leaf has worked 
to increase economic opportu-
nity in North Carolina’s rural 
and tobacco-dependent com-
munities through leadership 
in grantmaking, collaboration, 
innovation and stewardship as 
an independent and perpetual 
foundation.

Hamilton

To reduce contraband, NC prisons ink deal to copy inmate mail 
For The Enterprise

RALEIGH — To make 
prisons safer and more 
secure, the North Carolina 
prison system, which op-
erates prisons in Momeyer 
and Bunn, is changing 
the way offenders receive 
mail.

Beginning Oct. 18, 
mail to offenders in a 
state prison must be sent 
directly to a private com-
pany, TextBehind. Prison 
officials said contraband 
smuggling is the main 
reason to contract with the 
Maryland-based company.

“The safety and security 
of our prisons are always 
foremost,” Commissioner 
of Prisons Todd Ishee said. 
“Reducing the volume of 
drugs and other contra-
band entering our prisons 
will help us protect our 
staff, the offenders in our 
custody and the general 
public. This new system 

will be faster and safer.”
Officials said the pro-

gram will reduce smug-
gling because TextBehind 
provides offenders with 
copies of their mail rather 
than the original docu-
ments.

TextBehind, which pro-
cesses mail for prisons 
and jails across the na-
tion, will copy the mailed 
contents, including cards, 
photos and artwork. The 
company will then send 
the digital files to the 
prison where the offender 
is housed. The prison 
mailroom at that facility 
will print the pages and 
deliver them to the of-
fender.

This new system is 
expected to reduce mail 
delivery times to next-day 
delivery once TextBehind 
receives the correspon-
dence.

“Contraband makes a 
prison unsafe in so many 

ways,” said Ishee. “You 
have offenders struggling 
for control of the contra-
band trade. You have the 
risk of overdoses. Any-
thing we can do to cut that 
off makes our prisons a 
safer, more secure place to 
live and work.”

Besides hiding con-
traband in prison mail, 
smugglers have learned to 
make the mail itself into 
a drug. Paper coated with 
liquid fentanyl, suboxone, 
synthetic cannabinoid K2 
or other controlled sub-
stances is hard to distin-
guish from regular paper.

“There’s always the pos-
sibility that someone—a 
staff member or an of-
fender — is accidentally 
exposed to some danger-
ous substances, whether 
through breathing it in 
or its contact with skin,” 
Ishee said. “Relying on a 
third-party expert to pro-
cess mail shifts the risk 

of exposure away from 
prison staff.”

Prison systems across 
the country have tran-
sitioned to digital mail 
over the past few years, 
including those in West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
Louisiana, Wyoming, 
Colorado and Arkansas. 
Numerous jails nation-
wide have done so as well 
through digital mail deliv-
ery businesses.

In North Carolina, of-
fenders’ relatives and 
friends must send their 
letters directly to Text-
Behind starting Oct. 18. 
Instructions will be posted 
on the N.C. Department of 
Public Safety website. 

All legal mail, case files, 
supporting documents 
and court documents must 
be sent to the prison facil-
ity directly by an attorney 
or legal organization. 
Such mailings must be 
clearly marked as legal 

mail, and prison mail han-
dlers will inspect that cor-
respondence at the facility. 

In addition to processing 
mail sent through the U.S. 
Postal Service, TextBehind 
offers a smartphone and 
personal computer app. 
Those wishing to send of-
fenders letters, greeting 
cards and uploaded pho-
tos and artwork can do so 
using the app. Download-
ing the app is free, but fees 
to send content start at 49 
cents. 

Since the company 
earns its revenue through 
app fees, the state and 
its Department of Public 
Safety will not pay any 
fees for the service — not 
even for copies.TextBe-

hind will provide high-
speed printers and printer 
maintenance to all 55 state 
prisons.

This digital system has 
been piloted in North 
Carolina’s four female 
prisons since February 
2020, and state officials 
say they fielded few com-
plaints and noted several 
benefits. In the year after 
the female facilities began 
using TextBehind, dis-
ciplinary infractions for 
substance possession and 
use by offenders dropped 
by 50%.

Over the same period, 
the men’s prisons record-
ed 568 cases of drugs or 
paraphernalia caught by 
mailroom staff.

In the year after the female facilities 

began using TextBehind, disciplinary 

infractions for substance possession 

and use by o!enders dropped by 50%.

Life looks like the victory garden 
I’m taking some 

needed time off 
from my 9 to 5. 

I’m a nurse by 
education, so 9 to 5 
is not really accu-
rate, but I’m talking 
about my full-time 
job.

Of course, there 
are two things I want to do during 
my time off — see my family and 
friends and pick the weeds and nur-
ture what is left in my garden.

After planning my next few days, 
I realized that gardening and friend-
ships are very similar.

Some friendships you can step 
into after many months, maybe 
years, of not being in touch, and the 
friendship bursts into bloom just 
like it’s late summer and the fruit is 
ready to harvest. Instant laughter 
watered with shared memories. 

This is amazing when it happens, 
but it is probably not the most com-
mon way that friends and gardens 
grow. My grapes don’t require much 
care, but they do need time and 
attention to get the best from the 
vines that have been there for years. 
Harvest only happens once a year, 
but that annual crop sustains me 
until it comes around again.

Some friendships are very exotic, 
just like a plant that is not native to the 
area. It brings newness, fascination 
and a learning curve! It is not what 
you are familiar with, but getting to 
know about it adds flavor to our lives. 

My eggplant was exotic to me this 
year. I learned how to make new 
family favorites as well as adding 
beauty to my landscape. Adding ex-
otic friends as well as plants keeps 
me learning.

But most friendships (you can also 
put family relationships in the place 
of friendships) have positive and 
negative things as they grow. These 
crops need to be nurtured more 
frequently if we want them to be 
healthy. They start small and grow. 

Sometimes they have weeds that 
try to choke out the plant, sometimes 
they get infested with bugs or disease, 
sometimes they need more fertilizer 
and sometimes they need more or less 
water. If neglected, the plant suffers 
and sometimes dies. If it isn’t given 
boundaries, it takes over the space 
that other crops need to be healthy.

This is what I see when I look at 
my raised beds and garden spaces 
— and my life. 

I see weeds where they shouldn’t 
be. I see tomatoes that have over-
taken the fig tree and lavender. They 
just take up too much space in gen-
eral. I see apples needing harvesting 
and I see some beautiful watermel-
ons and pumpkins that are healthy 
and thriving regardless of my input. 
My garden eerily mirrors my life.

Some things need more attention. 
Some things — honestly, a lot of 
things — need to be pruned. Some 
things need the weeds pulled out, 
and some things are doing just fine.

My master gardener class recom-
mended that we keep a journal of 
our crops every year. When I look at 
the list, it seems like it could also be 
a friendship journal. Experts recom-
mend annotating:

1. What was planted, and where.
2. How well it grew.
3. Weekly observations.
4. Which pests arrived.
5. The temperature that season.
6. Which fertilizer was applied.
7. Bloom times.
8. The amount of produce har-

vested.
9. Seeds saved.
10. What to avoid in the future. 
Of course, there are no hard-and-

fast rules to keeping this journal. 
Simply use what makes you happy. 
The important part is using it con-
sistently. Your journal can be a 
notebook, notecards or a three-ring 

binder so you can add in things like 
pictures, seed packets, calendar 
pages and plant tags (sounds like a 
scrapbook to me).

It’s best to add things daily and 
write down important things quickly 
so you don’t forget. It is also valuable 
to write down your successes and fail-
ures — you can learn a lot from what 
didn’t work out as well as what did.

The last thing is to put what you 
learn into practice. If you want more 
fruit (substitute friends here, too), you 
may need to change your approach.

I can see clearly that my work-
life balance is far from the balance 
I would prefer. My garden journal 
is filled with blanks instead of my 
victories and challenges. I thought 
2020 taught me to value my time, 
but I can see that I’m needing to re-
visit that lesson.

Instead of feeling guilty, I’m going 
to roll up my sleeves (literally and 
figuratively) and put my hands in 
the dirt and my pen on the paper. 
I’m going to pull weeds and revisit 
friends. I’m going to go spend some 
time with my parents, too.

During my time away from regu-
lar work, I’m going to make my 
favorite Jell-O salad that my grand-
mother used to make. If you haven’t 
tried carrots in your Jell-O, you’ll be 
surprised at how good this throw-
back really is.

Happy planting! 

GG’s Sunshine Jell-O Salad

INGREDIENTS 

2 packages of Jell-O 

(I like the lemon and 

orange flavors)

2 cups of boiling water

1 cup of ice water

1 can crushed 

pineapple (9 oz. can; 

keep the juice)

1 teaspoon of lemon 

juice

2 cups grated carrots

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Put gelatin into a medium mixing bowl. Stir in the 2 cups of boiling water. 

Stir until the gelatin has dissolved.

2. Stir in the 1 cup of ice water, the crushed pineapple and its juice and 

the lemon juice. (If you use fresh pineapple, the Jell-O won’t set — canned 

pineapple only.)

3. Chill in the refrigerator until slightly thickened. Gently fold in the grated 

carrots and mix well.

4. You can pour this into a Bundt pan to make the “fancy Jell-O ring,” but it 

can also stay in your mixing bowl for a more casual treat.

5. Put back in the refrigerator until Jell-O is set, usually several hours.

6. To unmold your Jell-O ring, dip the bottom of the pan in hot water for 

about 5-10 seconds and flip it over onto a serving platter. Give it a couple 

of taps to release and ta-da! Fancy and flavorful Jell-O salad! 

DEEANN 
RIVERA



NOTICE OF 2021 MUNICIPAL 

ELECTIONS

FOR THE TOWNS OF CASTALIA & 

MOMEYER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to G.S. 163-33(8) that the Towns 
of Castalia & Momeyer non-partisan 
municipal elections shall be held on 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021.  The 
Town of Castalia will be electing a 
Mayor and Town Commissioners.  

The Town of Momeyer will be elect-
ing Town Commissioners.  The polls 

shall be open on Election Day at 
6:30 a.m. and will close at 7:30 p.m.  

The polling places are as follows: 
Town of Castalia is the Castalia 

Volunteer Fire Department and Town 
of Momeyer is the Momeyer Ruritan 

Building.

All residents of these towns who are 
registered to vote with the County 
Board of Elections may vote in this 

election.  Those town residents 
who are not registered to vote 

must register by Friday, October 8, 
2021, to be eligible to vote in this 
election.  Also, any voter who has 
moved since the last election must 
notify the Board of Elections of that 
change by the same date.  Qualified 
persons may register with or request 
an application for registration from 

the Board of Elections between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  Applications for registration 
are also available on our website 

www.nashcountyboe.com.

The Board of Elections, if needed, 

will meet on Friday, November 8, 
2021 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of 
approving and counting Provisional 

Ballots.  Canvass will be held at 
the Board of Elections Office on 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 

11:00 a.m.

Electioneering is not allowed within 
50 feet of the entrance door to the 
polling place. Voters are recom-

mended to social distance at least 
6 feet.

Persons with questions about reg-
istration and other election matters 
may call the Nash County Board of 
Elections at 459-1350 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 

Monday through Friday.

Nash County Board of Elections
The Enterprise

September 29, 2021

NOTICE OF 2021 MUNICIPAL 

ELECTIONS

FOR THE TOWNS OF BAILEY, 

MIDDLESEX & SPRING HOPE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to G.S. 163-33(8) that the 

Towns of Bailey, Middlesex and 
Spring Hope non-partisan municipal 
elections shall be held on Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021.  The Towns of 
Middlesex and Spring Hope will be 
electing a Mayor and all three will 
be electing Town Commissioners.  

The polls shall be open on Election 
Day at 6:30 a.m. and will close at 

7:30 p.m.  The polling places are as 

follows: Town of Bailey is the Bailey 
Baptist Church; Town of Middlesex 
is the Middlesex Baptist Church; 

and the Town of Spring Hope is the 
Spring Hope Community Building.

All residents of the towns who are 
registered to vote with the County 
Board of Elections may vote in this 

election.  Those town residents 
who are not registered to vote 

must register by Friday, October 8, 
2021, to be eligible to vote in this 
election.  Also, any voter who has 
moved since the last election must 
notify the Board of Elections of that 
change by the same date.  Qualified 
persons may register with or request 
an application for registration from 

the Board of Elections between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  Applications for registration 
are also available on our website 

www.nashcountyboe.com.

Any qualified voter may vote an 
absentee ballot by mail.  Applica-

tions must be made in person or in 
writing to the Nash County Board of 
Elections.  The deadline for applying 
for an absentee ballot by mail is 5:00 

p.m., Tuesday, October 26, 2021. 

Persons wishing to register and 
vote after the registration deadline 

may appear in person at a one-stop 
absentee voting site, complete the 
voter registration application form 
and provide proof of residence by 
presenting valid documents show-

ing current name and address.  
One-stop absentee voting begins 

on Thursday, October 14, 2021 
and ends on Saturday, October 30, 
2021.  Anyone who wishes to vote 
early may do so between 8:00 a.m. 

and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and on Saturday, October 
30, 2021 between 8:00 a.m. and 

3:00 p.m. at the Nash County Board 
of Elections Office, 1006 Eastern 

Avenue, Nashville.

The Board of Elections, if needed, 
will meet each Tuesday beginning 
October 12, 2021 through October 
26, 2021 for the purpose of approv-

ing absentee ballot applications.  
The board will also meet at 4:00 

p.m. on Monday, November 1, 2021 
to approve absentee ballot ap-

plications.  Absentee ballots will be 
counted on Election Day, November 

2, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the Board 
of Elections office; results will be 

released at 7:30 p.m. when the polls 
close.  The Board of Elections, if 

needed, will meet on Monday, No-
vember 8, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of approving and counting 
any remaining Absentee Ballots and 
Provisional Ballots.  Canvass will be 
held at the Board of Elections Office 
on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 

11:00 a.m.

Electioneering is not allowed 
within 50 feet of the entrance door 
to the polling place.  All voters are 

reminded to social distance at least 
6 feet.

Persons with questions about 
registration, absentee ballots, and 

other election matters may call the 
Nash County Board of Elections at 

459-1350 between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday.

Nash County Board of Elections
The Enterprise

September 22, 29, October 6, 2021
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Nash seeks economic boost from Canadian pet treat maker
By Arturo Pineda
Carolina Public Press 

A Canadian manufacturer of 
pet treats plans to renovate a va-
cant plant in Nash County and 
begin operations there, bringing 
160 new jobs to Nashville. 

The Crump Group’s mid-Au-
gust announcement has the po-
tential to help not only the Nash 
County employment situation, 
but also the local sweet potato 
industry. Some of the Crump 
Group’s most popular treats 
are made with sweet potatoes 
grown in North Carolina. 

The manufacturing and distri-
bution center will be the first of 
its kind in the United States for 
the company. The operation will 
move into a 190,000-square-foot 
facility that Carolina Innovative 
Food Ingredients, also known 
as CIFI, occupied until April. 
The Crump Group projects that 
the facility will begin hiring in 
November and start operations 
early next year. 

The average wage for the 
Crump Group’s jobs will be 
$42,016, on par with Nash 
County’s average of $41,827, 
according to the N.C. Depart-
ment of Commerce. The total 
payroll impact for the region is 
expected to reach more than $6 
million.

The facility will represent a 
major expansion for the Crump 
Group, nearly doubling its 
workforce. At present, Crump’s 
200 employees operate out of 
a 110,000-square-foot facility 
in Ontario. The goal will be to 
make the two facilities mirror 
one another as much as pos-
sible, said Crump Group Presi-
dent Joe Crump.

The decision to expand into 
North Carolina was an easy 
one, he said. The company had 
existing business relationships 
with farmers in the state. North 
Carolina also produces about 
60% of all sweet potatoes in the 
nation, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

BOUNCING BACK 

CIFI operated out of the fa-
cility since 2015 but ceased 
operations in April. The facility 
marked a $20 million invest-
ment from CIFI and the creation 

of 64 jobs, according to a 2014 
press release from the company. 
The facility specialized in pro-
ducing dehydrated and juice 
fruit and vegetable products, in-
cluding local sweet potatoes. 

CIFI’s parent company, Uni-
versal Leaf, announced plans to 
close down the operation, citing 
international pricing pressure 
and its single-product focus as 
challenges for the company. 

The closure was a major loss 
to the sweet potato market, ac-
cording to Johnny Barnes, presi-
dent of Barnes Farming & Farm 
Pak, the largest sweet potato 
farm in the United States with 
6,000 acres dedicated to the 
crop in nearby Spring Hope.

The CIFI facility’s proximity 
saved farmers money on ship-
ping costs and created a reliable 
local market, he said.

After CIFI closed, farmers 
were forced to find other mar-
kets. Some farmers like Barnes 
ended up paying higher trans-
portation costs to find markets 
farther away. Farmers with 
fewer resources were some-
times forced to dispose of their 
harvest because they weren’t 

able to find a market or pay the 
transportation costs.

The loss affected the town of 
Nashville as well, as CIFI was 
one of its biggest water and 
sewer customers. The town av-
eraged $50,000 in monthly com-
bined water and sewer revenue, 
the Rocky Mount Telegram 
reported on March 24. The town 
expected the closure to cause an 
annual loss of $100,000 in water 
revenue and $230,000 in sewer 
revenue. 

The Crump facility will also 
use town water, according to 
Town Manager Randy Lansing. 
The town and company are cur-
rently in talks about what the 
expected water consumption 
will be. 

After the closure, Barnes 
reached out to Andy Hagy, di-
rector of economic development 
for Nash County, after seeing 
Hagy’s name in an article about 
the closure in April. He told 
Hagy to reach out to Crump. 
Barnes sells sweet potatoes to 
Crump and knew the company 
was looking to expand to North 
America. 

Despite the building being 
vacant, it was not an easy sell on 
the market because the remain-
ing equipment and layout were 
specific to food processing.

“It wasn’t your basic triangle-
shape building on the inside,” 
Hagy said. “It was a special-use 
building for food processing. 
Just not anybody could take it 
and use it.”

He estimates the facility could 
have been empty for easily two 
years, and its value would have 
depreciated significantly. 

STATE, COUNTY INCENTIVES 

The Crump Group received 
$1.6 million in financial incen-
tives from the state through the 
Job Development Investment 
Grant approved by the state’s 
Economic Investment Commit-
tee.

The county was awarded up 
to $750,000 as part of a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
approved by the N.C. Rural 
Infrastructure Authority, both 
approved last month. 

The N.C. Department of Com-
merce estimated the project 
could grow the state’s economy 
by $650.5 million and bring in 
$17.2 million in revenue for 
the state over the course of 12 
years. 

The town of Nashville did not 
offer any incentives, since the 
site falls outside town limits. 

The $1.6 million JDIG would 
be disbursed over the course of 
12 years. As part of the grant, 
the company is eligible to re-
ceive potential reimbursement 
based on factors such as tax 
rates, labor availability and 
overall project development 
cost.

The CDBG awarded to Nash 
County will be applied toward 
renovations of the existing facil-
ity, including structural repairs, 
flooring upgrades and plumb-
ing. The grant is awarded as 
renovations are completed. 

By having renovated build-
ings, state officials think rural 
counties will be more com-
petitive in attracting investors 
because the necessary infra-
structure will already exist, said 
David Rhoades, communica-
tions director for the Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

FINDING, RETAINING WORKERS 

To receive the JDIG annually, 
the company must meet certain 
benchmarks and continue to 
maintain them on a yearly basis. 
For example, the company must 
hire 80 employees by the end of 
2022. 

The company will hire locally, 
Crump said. To train the neces-
sary workforce, Crump and the 
county turned to Nash Com-
munity College, which offers 
courses and certifications for 

food processing.
Crump also made it clear that 

not all positions will require for-
mal training and people with no 
experience would be considered 
for certain positions. 

The 160 jobs will consist of 
128 entry-level positions and 32 
managerial positions, Crump 
said. The entry-level positions 
will be a mix of skilled and un-
skilled labor ranging from elec-
tricians to line workers. 

The company is currently in 
talks with other local employers 
about health care and incentives 
to determine competitive ben-
efits. In order to be eligible for 
JDIG, the company must pro-
vide health insurance and pay 
at least 50% of the premiums 
for participating employees, ac-
cording to the N.C. Department 
of Commerce. 

The health care requirement 
is an unusual one for the Cana-
dian employer.

“It’s just entirely new for us,” 
Crump said. “ In Canada, the 
health care is free, so it is a little 
different scenario for us.” 

Even with incentives, the 
sweet potato industry at all 
levels is still dealing with a 
labor shortage, said Michelle 
Grainger, executive director of 
the N.C. SweetPotato Commis-
sion. 

The nonprofit organization 
promotes the consumer con-
sumption of sweet potatoes by 
working with 40 businesses 
across North Carolina that have 
a hand in the industry, rang-
ing from growers to equipment 
dealers and financial institu-
tions. 

Across the industry, busi-
nesses have taken various 
approaches to recruiting and 
retaining workers, ranging from 
subsidizing education at com-
munity colleges to offering a 
401(k) and higher-quality health 
care, she said.

As the sweet potato industry 
continues to grow, it needs more 
North Carolina manufacturing 
facilities, she said. For the last 
three years, the state’s sweet po-
tato acreage has increased, with 
the USDA reporting 106,000 
acres of sweet potatoes in 2020, 
a significant jump from the 
82,000 acres reported in 2018. 

With the lack of manufactur-
ers in the state, growers and 
sellers must send products out 
of state, even when the finished 
product will return to North 
Carolina for distribution. 

“The longer the person is dis-
tant, the more gas, the higher 
the expense,” she said. “Ulti-
mately, the expense is passed on 
to the consumer in the end.”

The addition of more diverse 
manufacturing facilities like 
the Crump Group will allow the 
state to have more of a vertical 
business model and break into 
new markets with new sweet 
potato products, Grainger said.

Carolina Public Press is an 
independent, nonprofit news or-
ganization dedicated to nonpar-
tisan, in-depth and investigative 
news built upon the facts and 
context North Carolinians need 
to know.

Nash County Economic Development Director Andy Hagy stands in front of the former CIFI plant in Nashville 
where the Crump Group is expected to begin operations in 2022. Calvin Adkins | Carolina Public Press 

A worker’s glove sits a atop a basket of sweet potatoes harvested in 
Nash County in 2020. Contributed photo 



ACROSS

1. Trade
5. Gator’s kin
9. Butter 

square
12. Andes 

nation
13. Hawaiian 

party
14. Strong 

anger
15. Skipper’s 

command
16. Opening
18. Marble slice
19. Valuable 

item
20. Mr. Chaney
22. Forerunner
26. “The Jazz 

Singer” star: 
2 wds.

31. Pine
32. Thick stuff
33. Tough fabric
35. Above, to 

bards
36. Final notice
38. Fixed
40. Actress 

Rowlands
41. Favored 

person
42. Cantor’s kin
46. Very dry
50. Blue Hen 

State
53. Ms. Bonet
54. Byron’s 

before
55. Stages
56. Lazily
57. Half of a 

bikini
58.	 Fender	flaw
59. Mediocre 

grades

DOWN

1. Reducing 
camps

2. Satisfactory
3. Locale
4. Indian 

village
5. Detergent
6. Races
7. Stable 

grains
8. Heal
9. Needle’s kin
10. Rainbow 

shape
11. Golf peg

17. Molecule 
part

21. “____ 
Yeller”

23. Othello, e.g.
24. Fencing 

equipment
25. Geek
26. Eagerly 

expectant
27. Ear part
28. Unite
29. Individual
30. Coldest
34. Actress 

Clarke

37. Scarlett’s 
abode

39. Type of type
43. Stunned
44. Uncovered
45. Source of 

fiber
47. Be a 

passenger
48. Capri, e.g.
49. Year 

portions
50. Society girl
51. Botch
52. Actress 

Thompson

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

THE luckiest signs this week: Leo, Virgo and 
Libra

ARIES

BUYING a property is a dream for many peo ple, 
and you’ll gain the tools to achieve it. Your family 
will be a good source of financial and emotional 
support. If you’re in a new relationship, you’ll 
make plans to live together soon.

TAURUS

YOU’LL take the time to spoil yourself. Turn on your 
GPS app, or at least make sure you have the right 
directions if you need to go somewhere unfamiliar. 
Otherwise, you’ll spend hours going in circles.

GEMINI

YOU’LL find a solution to all your financial dif-
ficulties. You’ll land the perfect job by having the 
audacity to reach out to your dream company. All 
you have to do is take action and you’ll succeed.

CANCER

YOU’LL feel like the time is right to make a change, 
and you’ll discover the tools you need to leap 
headlong into an exciting new direction. The law 
of attraction isn’t just a myth, and it’ll have a 
powerful effect on you.

LEO

EITHER at work or in your love life, you’ll receive 
many interesting proposals. A little thought is nec-
essary before you make a decision. When you’re 
in good company, you’ll have a better perspective 
of the situation.

VIRGO

YOU’LL be perfectly happy in the company of 
your loved ones; they’re your haven. You’ll be 
greatly inspired to create a masterpiece, and 
you’ll draw on your abundance of intuition to 
do it. Every great achie ve ment begins with a 
dream.

LIBRA

AT work, with considerable effort, you’ll get a 
surprising promotion. You’ll commit your self to a 
new diet that promises quick results to improve 
your health. Let pleasure be your guide in your 
marriage. 

SCORPIO

A spiritual movement of some kind will inspire 
you and bring you great inner ri ches. You’ll find 
your place among a special group, much to your 
surprise and delight. An adventure could be spon-
ta neously organized.

 

SAGITTARIUS

DON’T be afraid of change; it can only do you 
good. Whether at home, at work or in your 
love life, it’s simply a matter of readjusting 
your aim to find happiness again. You should 
also be able to resolve a conflict among your 
loved ones.

CAPRICORN

AGREEMENTS made in haste often end just as 
quickly. Take the time to talk things over and 
straighten everything out to avoid endless repeti-
tion. You just need to deve lop your attention to 
detail if you want to be successful.

AQUARIUS

AT work, there will be plenty of documents piling 
up on your desk. You need a better methodology 
in order to increase your income and possibly get 
a promotion. If you lead by example, your team 
will be happy to follow you.

PISCES

IT takes time to build self-confidence. An 
achievement will make you stand out and you’ll 
be recognized for it for a long time. At the very 
least, you’ll be applauded for receiving a medal. 
Discussions about you will feature the word 
“respect.”

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!

6B     THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com   Wednesday, September 29, 2021  

Zebulon adopts parks, recreation plan
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com 

 | 919-424-1778

ZEBULON — The Zebulon 
Board of Commissioners ad-
opted a parks and recreation 
master plan during its Sept. 13 
meeting.

“Play Zebulon” is a long-range 
planning document that seeks 
to shape the future of parks and 
recreation in town over the next 
10-15 years. It was created with 
help from planners, recreation 

staff and the parks and recre-
ation advisory board, along with 
public input, according to Sheila 
Long, the town’s parks and rec-
reation director.

“Providing excellent parks 
and recreation facilities and 
program opportunities for a 
diverse, growing population 
will be a critical component 
of accomplishing the town’s 
overarching goals,” the plan 
states.

The plan found that all of Ze-
bulon’s six parks were exceed-

ing or meeting expectations. 
This includes the parks at Ze-
bulon and Wakelon elementary 
schools.

However, it found the town 
had a limited full-time staff with 
a lack of facilities and that facil-
ity design limits opportunities. It 
also says the town has a strong 
focus on youth sports with few 
recreational activities for teens, 
adults or seniors.

The northern, southern and 
western edges of town were 
identified as areas with the 

greatest service gaps, according 
to the plan. In public surveys, 
residents said they wanted more 
trails, greenways and natural 
areas. They also said the town 
needs a dog park and splash 
pad.

Implementing all the recom-
mendations would cost around 
$59 million. This would include 
the development of new parks, 
athletic fields and courts; im-
provements to connections be-
tween parks; community health 
and special events; new green-

ways; and planning, design and 
permitting for them.

These are just recommenda-
tions, though, and adopting the 
plan doesn’t mean any of those 
improvements will occur. The 
plan also recommends applying 
for grants and names specific 
grants for which the town may 
be eligible.

In the next two years, the plan 
mostly recommends improving 
existing parks.

To view the Play Zebulon 
plan, visit www.bit.ly/2XsBJu9.

Knightdale to save $293K 
through refinancing
By Amber Revels-Stocks
arevels@wakeweekly.com | 919-424-1778

KNIGHTDALE — By refinancing 
three loans, officials say the town 
of Knightdale will save around 
$293,000.

The town has around 13 debt proj-
ects totaling $11.9 million, accord-
ing to Finance Director Tim Flora. 
His department looked at refinanc-
ing some of those debts to generate 
savings due to lower interest rates. 
It also wanted to consolidate the 
town’s debt to free up collateral and 
create flexibility for anticipated fu-
ture debt.

The average interest rate across 
the 13 loans is around 2.3%. Flora 
said that puts the town in a good 
position.

The finance department worked 
with financial advisers First Tryon 
Securities and Parker Poe to re-
quest bids for consolidating the 
$2.03 million it borrowed to con-
struct Knightdale Station Park, 
$1.33 million for the Knightdale 
Station Park stage and the town’s 
$1.86 million Public Works Build-
ing. Those three projects make up 
47% of Knightdale’s debt, Flora 
said.

Sterling National Bank was the 
recommended bidder. It offered a 
rate of 1.125%, which brought the 
town’s average interest rate to 1.8%.

That should save the town a little 
under $293,000 in debt service pay-
ments, Flora said. It also allowed 
the town to free up the buildings it 
offers as collateral. Only Town Hall 
is listed as collateral under the new 
plan.

The town council unanimously 
approved the bid. It will go before 
the N.C. Local Government Com-
mission on Oct. 5 and will close 
on Oct. 14 if approved. The state 
commission has to approve the is-
suance of debt for all local govern-
ments.

ALL-WAY STOP PLANNED 

The Knightdale Town Council 
unanimously approved an all-way 
stop at the intersection of Third Av-
enue and Main Street near Harper 
Park.

Police Chief Lawrence Capps said 
the department received several 

speeding complaints for that inter-
section. Police conducted a study of 
traffic there from June 10 through 
Aug. 30 and found around 1,630 
cars pass through on a daily basis. 
Most traffic is around 4-6 p.m. from 
vehicles trying to avoid the turn 
onto Smithfield Road during rush 
hour.

The police department also 
stopped at least 28 people to give 
them speeding tickets or warnings. 
While the average speed is around 
25.8 mph, Capps said one vehicle 
was going 56 mph.

Pedestrians have to cross the street 
at that intersection to reach Harper 
Park, Capps said. The park improve-
ments will add a parking lot at that 
intersection in the future.

The council unanimously agreed 
to install all-way stop signs and to 
look into putting in raised pedestri-
an crossings during park improve-
ments.

Police Chief Lawrence Capps said the department 

received several speeding complaints for that 

intersection. Police conducted a study of tra!c there 

from June 10 through Aug. 30 and found around 

1,630 cars pass through on a daily basis. Most tra!c 

is around 4-6 p.m. from vehicles trying to avoid the 

turn onto Smithfield Road during rush hour.


