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House 25 candidates make their case
From staff reports

Three candidates are vying for nomi-
nation in the GOP primary for state 
House 25 representing Nash County.

Yvonne McLeod, Allen Chesser and 
Alsey Hopkins want to win May 17 in 
order to go on to face state Rep. James 
Gailliard in the November general elec-
tion.

McLeod, 57, of Rocky Mount is a swim 
instructor and lifeguard at Rocky Mount 
Senior Center. She holds a master’s de-
gree from the University of Oklahoma. 

Allen Chesser, 36, of Middlesex is a 
civil engineer with a bachelor’s degree in 

computer information systems from N.C. 
Wesleyan College.

Hopkins, 22, of Middle-
sex is a student at N.C. 
State University. He didn’t 
respond to a questionnaire 
from The Enterprise by 
deadline for this report.

The House seat would be 
the first elected office for all 
three candidates.

McLeod said she’s running because 
she’s frustrated with the authoritarian 
overreach of Gov. Roy Cooper and the 
lack of support from Nash County’s rep-

resentative over the last couple of years.
“So when I was approached by the 

Nash GOP to consider run-
ning, I prayed, talked with 
family and friends and 
enthusiastically said ‘yes,’” 
McLeod said. “All the resi-
dents of Nash County need a 
strong advocate in Raleigh, 
supporting and defending 
their rights.”

Chesser said that as a combat veteran, 
he can see the battle for America is no 
longer overseas.

“The battle for the spirit of America 

is here — in our homes, our streets, our 
schools, our businesses and our com-
munities,” Chesser said. “Damaging 
policies like cancel culture and critical 
race theory only work to divide us; while 
weak leadership has led to out-of-control 
spending and inflation that robs us of our 
ability to achieve true freedom and inde-
pendence. Nash County, and all of North 
Carolina, deserves a state representative 
that will fight for them in Raleigh.”

McLeod said if elected, the greatest 
challenge she’ll face in her first term 

Chesser McLeod

New public works director
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com

Spring Hope has hired a di-
rector for its nonexistent — but 
hoped for — public works de-
partment.

Bobby Ball has a total of three 
decades of experience in public 
works.

Ball will act as a liaison be-
tween the town and contracted 
public works provider Enviro-
link, said Town Manager An-
drew DeIonno.

“(Ball) represents a means 
to an end,” said Commissioner 
Brent Cone, meaning he hopes 
to see the town end its contract 
with Envirolink.

Commissioners have been 
unhappy with Envirolink, com-
plaining at their Monday meet-
ing about leaves and branches 
piling up on street curves and 
Envirolink being delinquent in 
its yard debris pickup efforts.

DeIonno said he believes Ball 
is up to the task.

“He’s very low key and down 
to earth,” DeIonno said of Ball.

A Louisburg resident, Ball 
worked in public works for the 
city of Wake Forest for 15 years 
and the private company Aqwa 
for 14 years.

Ball said he’s excited to go to 
work for the town.

Ball’s starting salary is 
$50,000.

Bobby Ball, the new director of public works for the town of Spring Hope, sits at his desk on his first day at 
work, May 3.  Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Asbestos question pauses demolition
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com

The facade is all that’s left 
of a downtown Spring Hope 
building after demolition and 
collapse.

Workers are waiting on as-
bestos testing results for the 
remaining structure at 205 W. 
Main St., but eventually the 
front of the building will come 
down, said Town Manager An-
drew DeIonno.

“The landfill saw something 
funny and asked us to test,” De-
Ionno said, adding it’s probably 
nothing.

The building’s roofing material, 
which has all been removed from 
the site, had a small amount of 
asbestos, which is a carcinogen if 
breathed as particles.

While an excavator tore down 
the remaining structure two 
weeks ago, a worker sprayed 
everything with water to pre-
vent dust.

Once the front wall is torn 
down, workers will use debris 
to fill a void that used to be the 
building’s cellar, DeIonno said.

The building caved in and 
crumbled onto neighboring 
buildings in November 2020, 
kicking off a months-long 
dispute between owner John 
Clark, neighboring property 
owners and town officials.

Earlier this year, commis-
sioners voted to demolish 
the structure. An assessment 
will be made. If a judgment is 
filed against Clark, the town 
could place a lien on his prop-
erty. Clark owns two adjoining 
buildings in downtown. He 
also owns a 26.5-acre tract on 
Pleasant Grove Church Road, 
which is outside the town limits 
in rural Nash County. Clark 
purchased the land in 2018 for 
$75,000, according to the Nash 
County Tax Office. His current 
asking price for the property is 
$200,000 in online listings.

Father 
arrested 
in death  
of infant
From staff reports

The Johnston County Sheriff’s 
Office thinks abuse caused the 

death of an infant 
earlier this month.

Andrew Chance 
Weckesser, 27, 
of Reams Drive, 
Middlesex, faces 
a murder charge 
in the May 3 death 
of his 3-month-old 

son, John Emric Weckesser.
On April 26, the infant was 

admitted to the pediatric inten-
sive care unit at WakeMed in 
Raleigh. Hospital officials called 
the Johnston County Sheriff’s 
Office because the infant had 
suffered trauma consistent with 
abuse. An ambulance had car-
ried the baby to WakeMed from 
an urgent-care center.

Deputies originally charged 
Weckesser with intentional 
child abuse resulting in severe 
physical injury. They upgraded 
the charge to murder when the 
infant died on May 3.

Weckesser is in jail without 
bond.

Weckesser

Arrestee 
accused of 
smuggling 
gun into jail
From staff reports

NASHVILLE — Authorities 
have charged a Rocky Mount 

man with trying to 
smuggle into jail a 
firearm hidden in 
his groin area.

Turkise Petway, 
27, of Lindsey 
Street faces charges 
of carrying a con-
cealed weapon and 

possession of a weapon by a 
prisoner.

At noon on April 29, Rocky 
Mount police took Petway to the 

The front of 205 W. Main St. in downtown Spring Hope is all that’s left 
standing of a collapsed and demolished structure. The town is waiting 
for an asbestos test result before fininshing the job. Lindell J. Kay | 
Enterprise

Petway
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Nash County Detention 
Center on counts of con-
spiracy to commit robbery 
with a dangerous weapon 
and aiding and abetting 
armed robbery.

Upon entry to the jail, 
officers turned Petway 
and his paperwork over 
to detention staff as per 
protocol, said Maj. Ed-
die Moore with the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office.

“As part of the initial 
booking process, all in-
mates are placed through 
our Tek-84 body scanner 
to determine if any ille-
gal contraband is hidden 
within their clothing or 
body cavities,” Moore 
said. “Upon conducting 
the scan of Petway, deten-
tion officers discovered a 
loaded revolver handgun 
in the groin area of the 
suspect.”

Detention officers re-
trieved the gun and turned 
it over to Rocky Mount po-
lice who returned to get it.

Moore said the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
grateful to have the body 

scanner technology at jail.
“This body scanner 

was purchased last year 
through a COVID related 
grant at a cost of nearly 
$150,000 that did not cost 
our agency any money,” 
Moore said. “The scanner 
helps to prevent serious 
issues that may occur if 
weapons and contraband 
are not located prior to an 
inmate being placed into 
the jail population.”

Sheriff Keith Stone said 
the technology probably 
saved lives.

“Although it is unknown 
what the suspect’s mo-
tives may have been had 
the weapon not been 
discovered, this incident 
could have easily ended 
badly for detention offi-
cers or current inmates,” 
Stone said. “Gangs, guns 
and drugs are the primary 
issues that our area is fac-
ing as it relates to crime. 
The Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office will continue 
to do its part to combat 
those issues in our com-
munities.”

This photo taken by deputies with the Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office shows the Tek-84 body scanner used to 
identify contraband hidden by incoming inmates. Contributed 

photo

Jail
continued from page 1A

UNIDENTIFIED

Earrings could be clue  
in dead woman’s case
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com

DOVER — A set of 
earrings found on an 
unknown woman’s dead 
body 14 years ago may 
one day lead to her identi-
fication.

On Feb. 5, 2008, author-
ities responded to a call of 
a woman’s corpse found 
in an abandoned house 
on a large farm in Dover, 
a small town on U.S. 70 in 
Craven County between 
New Bern and Kinston.

Investigators believe 
the woman may have 
been homeless and may 
have been squatting at 
the house.

Washed ashore, un-
earthed in shallow 
graves, stumbled upon 
in the woods, discovered 
in abandoned houses, 
killed on busy roads and 
located in rivers, ponds 

and along railroad tracks, 
more than 120 bodies 
remain unidentified in 
North Carolina. This is 
one of their stories.

The remains belong to a 
Black woman. She wore a 
yellow metal loop earring 
along with a yellow metal 
earring with a red stone 
in the left earlobe and two 
yellow metal earrings, 
each with a green stone, 
in the right earlobe.

Believed to have been 
40 to 60 years old when 
she died between 2007-
2008, the woman stood 
5 feet 4 inches tall and 
weighed 116 pounds.

The woman had curly 
gray hair. She wore a 
dark, long sleeved turtle-
neck shirt, dark blue 
sweatpants and dark 

socks.
The status of DNA in-

formation isn’t clear, but 
chest and abdomen radio-
graphs are available for 
comparison, according 
to the National Missing 
and Unidentified Person 
System, which lists the 
woman’s case as number 
6260.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the case can 
call the Craven County 
Sheriff’s Office at 252-
636-6620.

Editor’s note: Unidentified 
is a weekly series exam-
ining the more than 120 
cases of unidentified hu-
man remains discovered 
in North Carolina. News 
Editor Lindell J. Kay 
produces each install-
ment for The Enterprise 
of Spring Hope and other 
Restoration NewsMedia 
newspapers.

Pictured is an earring worn by a woman found 
dead in an abandoned house in Craven County 
is 2008. She wore this yellow metal loop 
earring in her left earlobe. Contributed photo

Pictured are three earrings worn by a woman 
found dead in an abandoned house in Craven 
County in 2008. She wore the metal earring 
with a red stone in her left earlobe and the 
two yellow metal earrings with green stones 
in the right earlobe. Contributed photo

will be to help pass re-
sponsible legislation that 
protects and supports the 
rights of the residents of 
Nash County, including 
legislation that prioritizes 
empowering parents and 
families and the continued 
economic success of Nash 
County.

Chesser said his legisla-
tive agenda is simple: pass 
a constitutional carry law, 
pass the life at conception 
act and support school 
choice.

“Though to accomplish 
such goals, I will need the 
help of many others with-
in the legislature,” Chess-
er said. “I think that will 
be my biggest challenge: 
to overcome the partisan 
divisions and entrenched 
establishment, get them 
to put aside weak talking 
points and vote on the val-
ues they campaigned on. 

Currently, it appears that 
representatives in Raleigh 
spend all their time point-
ing fingers and casting 
blame, but they never ac-
tually solve any problems. 
We can do better.”

McLeod, who is mar-
ried with two adult sons, 
said she was looking for 
a small town community 
after her husband retired 
from the Air Force. She 
found it in Nash County.

“Rocky Mount was big-
ger than I anticipated, 
but Nash County did not 
disappoint when it came 
to community,” McLeod 
said. “The festivals, the 
parks, the museums, the 
colleges, the history, the 
people. Oh the people. 
My neighbors, my fellow 
residents are by far what 
I most enjoy about our 
area.”

Chesser, married with 
five children, said what he 
enjoys most about Nash 
County are its people.

“Our community a jewel 
to behold,” Chesser said. 

“What I love most about 
Nash County is how 
genuine the people are. 
You truly feel like you are 
surrounded by friends 
and family. I have seen 
firsthand how our commu-
nity has put aside our dif-
ferences to come together 
during tragedies. I remem-
ber the flood of 1999, I 
was only a teenager, but I 
saw a community united 
by genuine love and con-
cern for their neighbors. 
Recently, that care was 
made evident with the 
QVC warehouse fire. The 
hearts of our people are 
truly unmatched.”

Early voting polls for 
the primary will be open 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. through Sat-
urday at three locations: 
Nash County Agriculture 
Center, 1006 Eastern Ave-
nue in Nashville; Braswell 
Memorial Library, 727 N. 
Grace St, in Rocky Mount; 
and Mount Pleasant Com-
munity Building, 7637 
Harris Road in Bailey.

The primary is May 17.

Elections
continued from page 1A

Police seize two firearms after 
shooting near Blooming Festival
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 

NASHVILLE — A juvenile is charged 
with firing at another minor near the 
downtown Blooming Festival site Fri-
day night, and police accuse another 
teenager with having a concealed fire-
arm at the event, according to authori-
ties.

At 8:40 p.m., a festival attendee told a 
police officer that they had seen some-
one with a firearm. Authorities located 
the person on Drake Street next to the 
Nash County Sheriff’s Office, said Police 
Chief Anthony Puckett.

“The subject was immediately ap-
prehended and a 9mm handgun with 
two magazines was located in his waist-
band,” Puckett said.

Elijah Tramayne Bynum, 19, of Rocky 
Mount, was charged with carrying a con-
cealed weapon.

Bynum initially provided a fictitious 
name, Puckett said.

While speaking with Bynum, officers 
heard multiple gun shots fired in the area 
of West Church Street, outside of the fes-
tival event area.

“Law enforcement was right around 
the corner due to saturated patrol,” 
Puckett said. “Officers along with wit-
nesses observed two subjects take off 
running. Officers gave chase and appre-
hended both subjects without incident. 
One of the subjects was a friend of By-
num.”

Both individuals are juveniles.
Police released one juvenile to his par-

ents after investigators established that 
he was running from the juvenile with 
the firearm. The juvinile accused of fir-
ing shots was charged with a petition as 
a minor, Puckett said.

“While processing the crime scene, in-
vestigators located five 9mm spent shell 
casings,” Puckett said.

No one suffered any injuries during the 
incident.

“We would also like to make sure that 
the community is aware this was an 
isolated incident between individuals 
known to each other and that it occurred 
outside of the festival area after the fes-
tival was closed due to weather,” Puckett 
said.

Puckett thanked the Rocky Mount Po-
lice Department, Nash County Sheriff’s 
Office, Wake Forest Police Department, 
Tarboro Police Department, Greenville 
Police Department and N.C. Alcohol Law 
Enforcement.

“Every year these departments provide 
officers to ensure the safety of the people 
attending the Blooming Festival,” Puck-
ett said. “We will continue to work with 
our neighboring agencies and make ev-
ery effort to provide a safe environment 
so families can attend such events as our 
annual Blooming Festival.”

The juvinile accused of 

firing shots was charged 

with a petition as a minor, 

according to police.
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Pick candidates who 
will work for us

Of all the many activities that come with spring, 
election primaries are increasingly easy to over-
look.

It isn’t because of the lack of roadside signs — 
that sometimes seem to outnumber the flowers — 
in profusions of colors trying to capture attention, 
with red, white and blue usually the most promi-
nent shades. The problem with signs is that most 
of them are fairly small and usually only mention 
a candidate’s name and office sought. The only 

real value of a sign is name recognition by those passersby who 
happen to notice them.

And, in fairness to the media, it’s not because the primary 
campaigns aren’t being covered, although much of the attention 
focuses less on issues or the background of particular candidates 
and more on the negative attacks the candidates mount against 
their opponents. That’s one reason attack ads are seen as most 
effective even though their accuracy, fairness and relevance are 
usually marginal and almost always questionable.

We have learned through our local media, in newspaper pages 
and on their websites, that early voting is now in progress and 
is in its last week prior to the actual voting day, May 17, which 
is coming up all too soon on Tuesday. Earlier in the year, during 
filing season, we also saw stories about at least some of the can-
didates, at least those who were smart enough to send out press 
releases.

The big problem with primaries is that too many candidates are 
chasing too many offices in too fragmented a way. Democrats and 
Republicans hold separate primaries, even though voting is the 
same day, and the balloting can be wildly different. When a can-
didate is running unopposed — usually an incumbent — their pri-
mary races aren’t even listed on the official list of candidates. This 
year the Republicans have many more races than the Democrats, 
especially among judges.

Primary day for partisan elections also covers federal, state and 
local elections all jumbled up and vying for any kind of attention. 
Besides the higher profile races like U.S. Senate and U.S. House 
of Representatives, all the state legislative seats are included. Ju-
dicial primaries now are partisan, and county races include some 
commissioner seats and the sheriff’s seats. Rocky Mount has 
some council seats to select as well.

It could be worse. This is an “off year” so we don’t have to 
worry about electing a president, governor or any one of the most 
forgettable but still important council of state races like agricul-
ture commissioner and attorney general. In high profile years, the 
length of the ballot can be formidable.

The problem of off-year voting though, is that many voters 
only pay attention in those years where the president or gov-
ernor is on the ballot. Voter attention, and turnout, is usually 
lower in the off seasons even though the offices are just as 
important within their respective duties to the lives of voters. 
So the ballots are inevitably much longer than voter attention 
spans.

And the context for this year’s election is more widely recog-
nized than the candidates themselves. For the parties, the choice 
of U.S. senator and congressional representatives is not only im-
portant to the state itself for the quality of our individual leaders. 
The party which controls the most seats in each of the two houses 
of Congress controls the running of Congress itself, essentially 
allowing the victorious party to set the agenda for what Congress 
will or will not do.

To anyone who is paying more attention to politics than stumps 
or rocks, this is exceptionally important. The country is so closely 
divided, and become so viciously partisan, that even the slightest 
shifts can have huge consequences. History favors the Repub-
licans this year, made worse by all the various crises that have 
come up during the last two years.

National Republicans, still scared of Trump and in love with 
conspiracies and cranks, haven’t done a thing for anybody except 
to oppose in knee-jerk fashion anything Democrats propose. And 
thanks to the politics of the evenly-divided Senate, the Democrats 
have been hog-tied by the filibuster rule and eccentricities of two 
of their senators that perpetuates minority rule.

It is to the president’s and Democrats’ credit that Americans 
did receive significant federal assistance in fighting the pandemic 
during the last two years, even though significantly undermined 
by red state governors, and did pass a very important infrastruc-
ture bill Republicans were unable to pass, or even propose, in 
four years.

But other issues important to voters, and Democrats, like im-
proving child care and help for the elderly, things that actually 
help families and working Americans, were stalled by Republi-
can bluster and Democratic in-fighting. But partisanship has so 
spoiled national politics, that even things most Americans agree 
on, in both parties, are blocked by dishonest and cynical politi-
cians in Washington.

My family has asked me to research and recommend what 
candidates to vote for, which made me glad I’m a Democrat 
who has a relatively short ballot to examine. But I encourage 
all of our families, Democrats or Republicans, to take some 
time to seriously reflect on who will be your best candidates 
to select. Then take the time on Tuesday, May 17, or earlier if 
you can, to cast your ballots. Let’s not elect the crazies and the 
crooks to Washington, however tempting it is to send them out 
of state.

Instead, let’s pick candidates from both parties who will actu-
ally work for our benefit and, just as important, be less partisan 
and more patriotic. If we have bad politicians and outcomes in 
the next two years, it will be our own fault. This is our chance to 
make our voices heard and desires known. Don’t let that chance 
go to waste.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus.

Things to consider moving forward
Spring Hope 

has seen a lot 
of changes in 
the last year.

Two new 
communi-
ties are being 
built. Between 
the two we 
are going to 

see close to 250 new homes. 
Long forgotten and ignored 
downtown commercial build-
ings are being purchased and 
renovated. Home values are 
climbing fast.

The days of running for of-
fice and automatically win-
ning are gone. A new mayor 
is working hard to change 
the narrative of “nothing 
to see here” mentality of 
town hall. A new commis-
sioner has actual knowledge 
of infrastructure and also 

something new: a drive to 
improve issues the town 
faces.

Then there are the down-
sides of last year. Spring 
Hope’s water and sewer 
system are on their last legs. 
Some of our current residents 
have been affected negatively 
due to new developments be-
ing built. There’s been little 
oversight and archaic building 
ordinances that should have 
been reviewed and updated 
before town commissioners 
voted on them.

Then the biggest issues of 
all — elected town commis-
sioners who are not up for the 
job. Most show up and vote 
and cross their fingers that 
their vote isn’t illegal. If so, 
they just change the wording 
of the ordinances to allow it to 
happen.

A few items that town of-
ficials should consider moving 
forward:

• Having a vision for the 
future.

• Inventory assets.
• Building plans on the en-

hancement of existing assets.
• Picking and choosing 

among development projects.
• Having strong leaders and 

committed citizens.
There is no better time for 

our elected officials to roll up 
their sleeves and start think-
ing about what we want the 
town’s future to be. The lack 
of planning will result in a 
headache for every citizen and 
will cost a fortune to fix it after 
the growth has ended.

Jason Himmelright is a Spring 
Hope resident and registered 
respiratory therapist.

UNC project needs realistic goals
About a 

million North 
Carolinians 
have spent 
some time in 
college but 
left without 
obtaining a 
degree. Policy-
makers at the 

University of North Carolina 
system and the General As-
sembly see these non-com-
pleters as an enormous oppor-
tunity, an untapped resource 
of potential professionals, 
leaders and entrepreneurs.

Policymakers also see pri-
vate and out-of-state institu-
tions scrambling to help those 
non-completers get degrees. 
Right now, UNC schools serve 
about half of the North Caro-
linians taking online courses.

That’s why the UNC system 
secured $97 million from the 
state last year to launch a new 
endeavor, Project Kitty Hawk.

“To make North Carolina 
competitive,” CEO Wil Zemp 
told the Triangle Business 
Journal, “we have to very 
quickly set up a capability that 
can up-skill, re-skill or skill 
working adults that are either 
not being served or don’t have 
services available to them.”

I believe online tools have 
many productive applications 
in higher education. I com-
pleted my master’s degree 
from UNC-Greensboro in 
part through online courses, 
and I currently use discussion 
boards and online content 
as critical elements of the in-
person classes I teach at Duke 
University.

When it comes to projects 
such as Project Kitty Hawk, 
however, state officials need 
to be realistic. The vast major-
ity of those who exit higher 
education without a degree 
will never earn one. Some left 
after discovering they didn’t 
enjoy or weren’t prepared to 
succeed in college-level cours-
es. Others left for financial or 

personal reasons, then built 
careers and lives without a 
credential and no longer deem 
it worth the time or expense to 
acquire one.

Don’t take my word for any 
of this. Just look at the avail-
able evidence, as the Triangle 
Business Journal did for a 
recent cover story. In Califor-
nia, state leaders created an 
online community college in 
2019 to help working adults 
finish their degrees. Over the 
first two years, only 12 of 904 
enrollees completed enough 
courses to graduate.

Consider also the findings of 
a study of 200,000 Virginians 
who left community college 
without obtaining degrees. 
After screening for academic 
performance and occupation, 
the researchers concluded 
that only 3% “could reason-
ably expect a sizeable earn-
ings premia from completing 
their degree.”

In other words, on strictly 
economic grounds, it would 
be difficult to convince the 
vast majority of such dropouts 
to return.

On the other hand, these ex-
amples are specific to commu-
nity college students. Perhaps 
those who are two or three 
years into a four-year degree 
in a potentially lucrative field 
will feel differently if present-
ed a convenient and afford-
able option. And perhaps UNC 
needs something like Project 
Kitty Hawk to compete more 
effectively for North Carolin-
ians who already want to fin-

ish their degrees and might 
do better getting them from 
a UNC campus than from 
an alternative provider with 
less academic rigor or few 
programs for post-graduation 
placement.

This is the age-old conflict 
between two old-age maxims: 
“he who hesitates is lost” and 
“look before your leap.”

Applying the first maxim, 
proponents of Project Kitty 
Hawk argue that if the UNC 
system fails to respond boldly 
and creatively here, it will 
lose potential enrollment and 
revenue to competitors while 
leaving North Carolina with 
a weaker pool of college-edu-
cated talent to fuel the state’s 
future growth. The second 
maxim reminds us, however, 
that good intentions aren’t 
enough.

I wish university leaders had 
engaged in more extensive 
public debate about Project 
Kitty Hawk before it secured 
the seed money. Still, the ini-
tial outlay is relatively small 
and UNC has recruited expe-
rienced hands to the project’s 
staff and board. The best news 
is that they seemed to be fo-
cused clearly on adult learners 
for whom a degree is likely to 
have large financial returns.

University education 
shouldn’t be solely, or even 
mostly, about vocational train-
ing. But if what a working 
adult really desires is to read 
great books, explore great 
ideas or appreciate great 
art, our modern world offers 
many options.

UNC doesn’t need to build a 
new platform to satisfy those 
desires. Fortunately, its lead-
ers seem to recognize that.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member. 
His latest books, “Mountain 
Folk” and “Forest Folk,” com-
bine epic fantasy with early 
American history (Folklore-
Cycle.com).
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for 

our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 

and with His stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

PRAYER: Dear Father, hear our cry. We pray that you will surround 

the oppressed, the downtrodden, and those sick in body and spirit with 

your comfort and your love. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

JOHN 
HOOD

JASON 

HIMMELRIGHT

I wish university 

leaders had engaged 

in more extensive 

public debate about 

Project Kitty Hawk 

before it secured 

the seed money.
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Alexis Shania Harris 
Nov 25, 2005 — May 7, 2022

Miss Alexis Shania Harris, age 16 departed this 
life on May 7, 2022.

A Candlelight Celebration of Life will be held 
on Thursday, May 12, 2022 from 6-9 PM on the 
Football Field of Southern Nash High School, 6446 
Southern Nash High Road, Bailey, NC. Arrange-
ments by William Toney’s Funeral Home, Spring 
Hope, NC.

OBITUARIES

Sports bar shooting 
suspect posts bond                       
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A man charged with a 
shooting at a local sports bar bonded out of jail be-

fore investigators could even complete 
his paperwork, according to authori-
ties.

Daquan Marshall, 26, faces four 
counts of assault with a deadly weap-
on inflicting serious injury with intent 
to kill and one count of assault with a 
deadly weapon inflicting serious injury 
stemming from the April 23 shooting 
at Gators Sports Bar.

Officers with the Nashville Police Department 
arrested Marshall on Friday.

Marshall received a $250,000 bond and posted 
bail immediately.

Rocky Mount Police Chief Robert Hassell com-
plained about the quick turnaround during a 
special meeting of the city council on Saturday to 
address gun violence.

The case began at approximately 1:50 a.m. April 
23, when off-duty officers working security at 
the bar on Jeffreys Road reported “shots fired” in 
the establishment’s parking lot, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public information officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

“Additional officers arrived on scene, locating 
four gunshot victims,” Jackson said. “Three vic-
tims were transported to Nash UNC Health Care 
for treatment. The fourth victim was transported 
to Vidant Medical Center in Greenville.”

A private security guard at the establishment re-
ceived a laceration to his hand after a fight ensued 
inside the business just moments before the shoot-
ing, Jackson said.

Police ask anyone with information related to 
the night of the shooting to contact the Rocky 
Mount Police Department at 252-972-1411, Twin 
County Crime Stoppers at 252-977-1111, text RM-
POL and a tip to 274637 or message directly using 
the MyRMT mobile app.

Police said tipsters can remain anonymous.

4 homicides in 1 week rock Rocky Mount
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com

ROCKY MOUNT — City officials 
declared a state of emergency Sat-
urday in the wake of four shooting 
deaths and other serious acts of vio-
lence in the last week.

The statement called on local au-
thorities to work with residents and 
churches to create proactive steps 
to fight violent crime. Police already 
committed to working with prosecu-
tors to send certain cases to federal 
courts.

The city has seen 10 homicides 
this year including four in the past 
week that took place at a public park, 
private home, a busy street and a 
crowded restaurant. A woman died 
Sunday in an accidental shooting on 
Meadowbrook Road.

Sarah Hankerson, 72, died when 
a neighbor shooting at a dog hit her 
instead, according to police.

Officials discussed gun violence for 
more than an hour during a special 
called meeting of the city council Sat-
urday. They began the meeting with 
a moment of silence for victims and 
prayer for the city.

Councilman Reuben Blackwell said 
police need to disrupt illicit drug op-
erations in the city.

The violence of the past week ap-
pears to be mostly unrelated but 
shows stress, declining family rela-
tionships and an inability to process 
interpersonal problems without re-
sorting to violence, Blackwell said.

Councilman Andre Knight asked 
whether the juvenile curfew and gun 
buyback program have been active.

Police Chief Robert Hassell said 
he’s not aware of curfew violations. 

He said the department hasn’t had a 
buyback in several years, and he will 
look into another program.

Hassell said he meets with and 
collaborates with other local law en-
forcement agencies.

Crime doesn’t obey jurisdictional 
boundaries, Hassell said.

The department, including a new 
intelligence officer, is working to stay 
on top of the city’s gang problem, 
Hassle said.

Police have made arrests in three of 
the four cases.

RESTAURANT SHOOTING

Nytica Battle, 25, faces a charge of 
first-degree murder in the shooting 

death of 38-year-old Na-
tasha Berry.

Battle walked into 
Chili’s Grill & Bar on Fri-
day night and shot Berry, 
according to police. The 
women knew each other.

A 15-year-old em-
ployee was injured in the 

gunfire.
Police also charged Battle with at-

tempted murder and going armed to 
the terror of the public. She is being 
held in the Nash County Detention 
Center without bond.

BUSY STREET SHOOTING

Police are looking for 
a suspect in the death 
of 20-year-old Javonte 
Crandell who died after 
being shot while a pas-
senger in a vehicle on 
Sunset Drive on May 5. 
The driver of the vehicle 

received injuries. 
Antonious Clemmons Jr., 21, has 

active arrest warrants for first-degree 
murder and attempted murder. Clem-
mons has yet to be located.

SHOT AT HOME

On April 30, police responded to the 
300 block of Middle Street where bul-
lets struck a woman after someone 
fired shots into her home.

Lashawn Evans, 44, died at the hos-
pital that night.

No arrest have been made in the 
case.

PARK SHOOTING

City police arrested two men in a 
daylight shooting death at Martin Lu-

ther King Park.
Jermaine Debrew and 

Ronnie Slade, both 18, 
face a murder charge in 
the April 30 homicide 
of 24-year-old Rodrick 
Battle.

Debrew and Slade 
were also charged in the 
injury of 19-year-old Ty-
ler Frink.

Debrew and Slade are 
being held at the Edge-
combe County Detention 
Center without bond.

Police ask anyone with 
information related to 

any of the shootings to contact the 
Rocky Mount Police Department at 
252-972-1411, Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-1111, text RM-
POL and a tip to CRIMES, or 274637, 
or message police directly using the 
MyRMT mobile app.

City police investigate suspicious death
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — Po-
lice are looking into the 
death of a man whose 
body was discovered Mon-
day morning.

If the death is ruled a ho-
micide, it will be the fifth 
murder case in a week in 
the city. 

At 7:50 a.m., officers with 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department responded to 
4301 Layola Ave. to assist 
EMS, according to a press 
release from Kirk Brown, 
the city’s director of com-
munications, marketing 
and public relations.

Nash County EMS locat-
ed a 65-year-old deceased 

man identified as Adrain 
Battle.

The department’s Crimi-
nal Investigation Division 
and Crime Scene Unit 
were called to the scene 
for further investigation, 
Brown said.

“The preliminary inves-
tigation has determined 
the death to be suspi-

cious,” Brown said.
Authorities ask anyone 

with information related to 
the incident to contact the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment at 252-972-1411, 
Twin County Crime Stop-
pers at 252-977-1111, text 
a tip to 274637 or message 
police directly using the 
MyRMT mobile app.

Slade

Clemmons

Battle

Debrew

The Rocky Mount City Council declares a state of emergency due to gun violence at a special meeting Saturday shown in 
this photo from the city’s news station. Contributed photo

Butterfield tests 
positive for COVID-19
From staff reports

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield said last week that he 
self-isolated and worked remotely after contracting 

COVID-19.
Butterfield, D-Wilson, announced his 

positive COVID test in a May 4 state-
ment issued through his congressional 
office.

“I tested positive for COVID-19 today, 
and I am experiencing mild symptoms,” 
Butterfield said. “Thankfully, I am fully 
vaccinated and boosted. In line with the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guide-
lines and guidance from the Office of the Attending 
Physician, I will be working from home this week 
during my isolation period.”

Butterfield urged constituents to follow public 
health guidelines on social distancing, mask-wear-
ing and quarantines and to vaccinate themselves 
against the novel coronavirus if they haven’t al-
ready done so. 

“As we continue to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, 
I urge everyone to acknowledge the severity of this 
virus and follow the CDC guidance to keep our fam-
ily, friends and loved ones safe,” he said.

Butterfield plans to retire after completing his 
ninth consecutive U.S. House term. He’s endorsed 
Democratic candidate Don Davis, a Greene County 
state senator, in the 1st Congressional District pri-
mary. 

Butterfield

Marshall

Scott Rogers named Nash 
assistant county manager
From staff reports

NASHVILLE  — The director of Nash County Emergency 
Services has been promoted to the second highest executive 
position in county government.

Scott Rogers will officially begin his new role as assis-
tant county manager on May 15. His annual salary will be 

$126,418.
County Manager Stacie Shatzer announced 

the news at a recent joint meeting between 
County Commissioners, Nash County Public 
Schools and Nash Community College.

“Scott is a valuable member of our manage-
ment team and will be an asset to administra-
tion,” Shatzer said.

“I look forward to working with him, and 
I’m excited about the knowledge and skills he brings to the 
county manager’s office.”

The assistant manager position has been vacant since 
Shatzer left the role after being promoted to county manager 
on Dec. 15.

Rogers was named interim assistant county manager April 
1.

“I am very excited to serve the citizens and employees of 
Nash County in this new role,” Rogers said. “As a lifelong resi-
dent of the county, this is a tremendous honor, and I’m grate-
ful for the opportunity.”

Rogers began working for Nash County in 1991 as a fire 
prevention specialist, advancing to the role of deputy director 
of emergency services by 2014.

In October 2021, the Nash County Board of Commissioners 
unanimously voted to appoint Rogers as emergency services 
director following the retirement of Director Brian Brantley.

As director, Rogers supervised emergency management, 
the fire marshal’s office, EMS and 911 communications divi-
sions of Nash County.

Rogers

Providence Bank reports 
first quarter earnings
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — Providence Bank recently report-
ed net income for the first quarter of 2022 of $2.7 million 
compared to $2.1 million for the same period last year, 
an increase of 26%.

As of March 31, the bank reported total assets of 
$743.9 million compared to $617.6 million on March 31, 
2021, an increase of 20.45%. Total deposits were $603.3 
million and gross loans were $557.0 million at the end 
of the first quarter this year, compared to total deposits 
of $484.5 million and gross loans of $495.9 million at the 
end of the first quarter of 2021, increases of 24.51% and 
12.32% respectively. 

“I am very pleased to report that we are off to a tre-
mendous start in 2022 with record earnings and strong 
organic balance sheet growth,” said Ted E. Whitehurst, 
the bank’s president and CEO. “The hard work and com-
mitment of our employees to provide excellent service 
to our customers continues to drive our success. As we 
strive to further enhance shareholder value, we will 
remain focused on growth, customer satisfaction and ef-
ficiency.”

For the three-month period that ended March 31, the 
bank had basic earnings of $1.23 per share compared to 
$0.98 per share for the same period last year, an increase 
of 25.51%. As of March 31, book value per common 
share was $28.55 compared to $27.01 at March 31, 2021, 
an increase of 5.70%. On Feb. 24, the bank paid its first 
quarter dividend of $0.28 per share for each share of 
common stock outstanding. It was the 41st consecutively 
increased quarterly cash dividend paid to shareholders. 

Providence Bank is a state-chartered community bank 
headquartered at 450 N. Winstead Ave. in Rocky Mount 
with branches in Rocky Mount, Tarboro, Nashville, Wil-
son and Raleigh. 
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Candidate denies domestic violence claims 
in heated GOP congressional primary
By Corey Friedman
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com

Republican U.S. House 
candidate Sandy Smith 

took to Twit-
ter on Friday 
to publicly 
deny allega-
tions that she 
struck one 
ex-husband 
with a frying 
pan and beat 
another with 
a clock radio.

Those do-
mestic vio-
lence claims 
— along with 
an accusa-
tion that she 

punched and slapped her 
teenage daughter a de-
cade ago — are detailed 
in a cache of opposition 
research that GOP pri-
mary rival Sandy Rob-
erson published online 
Tuesday in a voluminous 
document dump. Smith 
said a radio attack ad 
references the spousal 
abuse complaints.

“For those asking about 
the latest desperate ad 
attacking me, they said 
I hit people in the head 
with a frying pan and 
an alarm clock! I never 
heard something so 
ridiculous in my life!,” 
Smith wrote on her veri-
fied Twitter account, @
SandySmithNC, followed 
by emojis for an egg in 
a frying pan, an alarm 
clock and a sideways 
laughing and crying face.

In a follow-up tweet, 
she wrote, “I am a smil-
ing #MAGA fighter 
red headed firecracker 
(emoji) not some nutty 
lady running around 
whacking people with 
household items.”

Smith and Roberson 
are working to win over 
Republican primary 
voters in North Caro-
lina’s 1st Congressional 
District, which leans 
Democratic but is more 
competitive under court-
approved redistricting 
maps. With Rep. G.K. 
Butterfield, D-Wilson, 
leaving office next year, 
the GOP hopes to flip the 
seat he’s held since 2004 
in November’s midterms, 
which traditionally favor 
the party out of power.

Both candidates report-
ed more than $1 million 
in campaign fundraising 
through the first quarter 
of 2022, which ended 
March 31.

Also appearing on 1st 
District Republican pri-
mary ballots are Brad 
Murphy, Billy Strickland, 
Brent Roberson, Will Ai-
ken, Ernest Reeves and 
Henry Williams II.

Daughter 
claimed abuse

Smith’s teen daughter 
applied for a domestic 
violence protective order 
in July 2012 but asked 

a judge to dismiss the 
case nine days later, ac-
cording to Lenoir County 
court records Roberson’s 
campaign released on-
line.

The girl wrote that her 
mother, then known as 
Sandra Anderson, as-
saulted her at the fam-
ily’s home on N.C. 11 
South outside Kinston.

“It all started because 
my mom is trying to 
force me to go into the 
military,”she wrote on 
a court-provided form 
containing her complaint 
and motion for a domes-
tic violence protective 
order. “Apparently a re-
cruiter was scheduled to 
pick me up on 7/11/12 to 
take me to P.T. training 
they scheduled. I told her 
I did not want to join the 
military. We began argu-
ing and she told me I’m 
going to be nothing in 
life, and I’m going to be a 
‘trailer trash loser.’”

The Wilson Times isn’t 
naming Smith’s daughter 
because she was a minor 
when the motion was 
filed.

Smith “pushed and 
shoved me, she slapped 
me, pulled my hair, 
pulled me to the ground 
and sat on me,” the girl 
wrote. “She held me 
down by my hair and 
punched me in the face 
with a closed fist.”

The complaint and mo-
tion form states that the 
girl’s boyfriend picked 
her up and took her to 
the emergency room af-
ter she gave a statement 
to a sheriff’s deputy.

In the court filing, the 
teen accused her mother 
and a relative of assault-
ing her “on multiple oc-
casions” and calling her 
names, some with crude 
sexual connotations.

Assistant Clerk of Su-
perior Court Wanda B. 
Cox issued an ex-parte 
domestic violence order 
of protection on July 11 
that prohibited Smith 
from having any contact 
with her daughter until 
a hearing on the motion 
scheduled for July 20.

District Court Judge 
Elizabeth Heath dis-
missed the case when the 
parties appeared before 
her. “The plaintiff re-
quested that this matter 
be set aside,” a note in 
the court’s order states.

As of this writing, 
Smith hasn’t publicly ad-
dressed the 2012 family 

violence allegations.

Divorce allegations

Then-husband Eric Go-
ranson accused Smith of 
assault in an August 2009 
declaration he filed in 
support of a motion for 
temporary restraining or-
ders in divorce litigation.

“I was awoken abruptly 
when I felt a severe head 
pain,” he wrote in the 
court filing. “Ms. Goran-
son had hit me across 
the left side of my face 
with our radio/alarm 
clock. She continued a 
barrage of physical as-
saults against me, using 
her hands, the clock and 
a broom. Still in a daze, 
I ran into the bathroom 
and locked the door. 
She proceeded to break 
through the door and 
continue her crazed at-
tack. She then screamed 
for me to leave.”

The candidate and Go-
ranson were married in 
Gig Harbor, Washington, 
on Aug. 25, 2007, and 
separated less than two 
years later, with Goran-
son filing for divorce 
shortly thereafter.

Goranson’s declaration 
filed in Pierce County 
Superior Court ac-
knowledges the spouses 
accused each other of 
domestic violence. Police 
arrested both parties on 
July 3, 2009, the day of 
the alleged alarm clock 
assault, and all criminal 
charges were later dis-
missed.

Court records show 
Smith married Randall 
Edward Auman Jr. in 
1995 while living in 
Georgia, and the couple 
divorced in 2001.

Claims that she “tried 
to run over Mr. Auman, 
hit him in the head with 
a frying pan, threw 
things at him when she 
didn’t get her way” are 
included in a summary 
of investigators’ findings 
in one 66-page compila-
tion of records, but they 
don’t appear in any of the 
Cobb County pleadings 
related to the divorce 
case that Roberson’s 
camp released.

Opposition 
research

A memo from Rober-
son’s campaign posted 
to his Twitter account, 
@SandyRobersonNC, 
at 3:03 p.m. Tuesday in-

cludes a link to the court 
documents hosted on 
Google Drive.

Emails included in the 
documents, which in-
clude 10 large PDF files 
along with a Microsoft 
Word document and 
two screen captures, 
indicate Macks Pickett 
Investigative Services of 
Raleigh conducted much 
of the research. It’s un-
clear whether Roberson 
received records from 
other sources.

“It is our understand-
ing sitting Democratic 
Congressman G.K. But-
terfield had this infor-
mation during his 2020 
election against Sandy 
Smith, but opted not to 
use it due to the race 
not being close,” the un-
signed memo on Sandy 
Roberson for Congress 
letterhead states. “How-
ever, in 2022, which is 
primed to be an excellent 
environment for Repub-
licans, we do not expect 
the Democrats to hold 
this information back, 
should Sandy Smith 
become the Republican 
nominee.”

Despite Roberson re-
leasing the files, Smith 
blamed Butterfield for 
the mudslinging in a Fri-
day tweet.

“Butterfield retired 
because of the whooping 
we gave him last time,” 
Smith wrote. “Now his 
smear campaign people 
are trying to stop us so 
we don’t beat his deep 
state lackeys. Not going 
to work. The people are 
too smart.”

Butterfield won reelec-
tion by more than 29,000 
votes in November 
2020, receiving 188,870 
votes (54.2%) to Smith’s 
159,748 (45.8%).

Following a series of 
tweets that deny the di-
vorce allegations, Smith 
made light of those 
claims and suggested an 
object symbolizing the 
political broadside would 
adorn her congressio-
nal office after the dust 
settles.

“When we win I am 
gonna take a frying pan 
to DC,” she wrote, fol-
lowed by the frying egg 
and sideways crying-
laughing emojis.

The Carolina Journal, 
a newspaper published 
by the conservative John 
Locke Foundation, first 
reported the domestic as-
sault claims on Thursday.
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POLITICAL NOTEBOOK

Donald Trump 
touts Budd’s 
bona fides on 
border security 
From staff reports

Former President Donald Trump praised U.S. 
Senate candidate Ted Budd for his votes in Con-

gress to secure the border in an audio 
message the Budd campaign released 
in a Saturday email to supporters.

“Ted’s an unrelenting champion for 
the America First movement,” Trump 
says in the 35-second recording, which 
was posted to YouTube on May 2. 
“There’s no stronger advocate for bor-
der security than Ted. He was with us 

100% on building the wall, and literally, we built 
almost 500 miles of wall. We had the best numbers 
that anybody’s ever had on the border and now it’s 
horrible what’s going on — they’re pouring in.”

Budd, a current congressman, is the front-
runner for the Republican Senate nomination and 
faces former Gov. Pat McCrory, former U.S. Rep. 
Mark Walker and author and combat veteran Mar-
jorie K. Eastman in the May 17 primary. 

Trump’s endorsement appears to be boosting 
Budd, as he overtook McCrory in the polls shortly 
after the candidate appeared with the 45th presi-
dent at an April 9 rally in Selma.

“Ted has been with me all the way,” Trump says 
in the audio message, which is posted on YouTube 
with the title “Unrelenting Champion.” “Every-
thing he did has been 100% pro-America.” 

Voters can listen to the message at www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=yb2TjtvCpHI&t=35s. 

Erica Smith scores Progressive 
Caucus endorsement

Democratic U.S. House hopeful Erica Smith 
has received the Congressional Progressive 

Caucus PAC’s endorsement in North 
Carolina’s 1st Congressional District 
primary, Smith’s campaign announced 
Friday.

Smith and state Sen. Don Davis of 
Greene County are considered the 
front-runners for the Democratic nom-
ination. 

“I am so excited and honored to have 
the Congressional Progressive Caucus PAC’s sup-
port,” Smith said in a campaign news release. 
“I’m running for Congress to take on a rigged 
economy, broken health care system and the cor-
rupt politics that have devastated my community. 
It’s been the CPC that has led the fight to ensure 
universal health care and living wages, get dark 
money out of our politics and deliver bold climate 
action. I know that with their backing, we can 
protect this seat and build a brighter future for the 
people of eastern North Carolina.”

A statement released by the political action com-
mittee’s co-chairs, Pramila Jayapal, Mark Pocan 
and Jamie Raskin, touted Smith as “a leading 
voice for reproductive, environmental, economic 
and racial justice in North Carolina.”

“She’s running on a Rural New Deal that high-
lights the ways in which a progressive vision 
resonates with rural communities,” the co-chairs’ 
statement reads. “In this moment, it is critical to 
elect candidates who are committed to fighting for 
reproductive justice and whose records speak to a 
firm and true commitment to abortion rights. As a 
pro-choice pastor with a record of fighting to pro-
tect reproductive freedom in the state legislature, 
Erica brings a unique perspective and is someone 
we can count on to protect access to safe and legal 
abortion.”

Smith’s campaign credited the PAC with helping 
to elect eight new members of Congress in 2020, 
when it raised $4.4 million and launched an inde-
pendent expenditure arm. 

POLITICAL NOTEBOOK is a roundup of local and 
state political news from The Wilson Times’ re-
porting staff. Send tips and comments to editor@
wilsontimes.com.
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In the court filing, the teen accused her mother  

and a relative of assaulting her “on multiple occasions”  

and calling her names, some with crude sexual 

connotations. Assistant Clerk of Superior Court Wanda B. 

Cox issued an ex-parte domestic violence order  

of protection on July 11 that prohibited Smith from having 

any contact with her daughter until a hearing  

on the motion scheduled for July 20.

Learn more at RockyMountUrology.org

Rocky Mount Urology Associates includes some of the finest specialists in the region.  

Our team is skilled in both urology and urologic surgery. These include a wide range  

of treatments including UroLift, (treatment for enlarged prostate), kidney stones,  

BPH and erectile dysfunction. For comprehensive urologic care, look no further than  

Rocky Mount Urology Associates.
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Wesleyan Baseball  
wins USA South Bracket

For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — The top-seed-
ed N.C. Wesleyan University base-
ball team rode the arm of senior 
pitcher Kevin Williams as he tossed 
a 4-hit complete game to help the 
Bishops defeat No. 2 seed Hunting-
don College 5-1 on Saturday in the 
USA South Bracket 1 Finale from 
Bauer Field.

The Bishops improve to 28-15 on 
the year with their fifth straight win 
and will now travel down to West 
top seed LaGrange College (Ga.) 
next weekend in the USA South 
Championship series. Game one 
will be Friday at a time TBA.

Williams threw all nine innings 
allowing just one run on 4 hits while 
walking four and striking out four. 
Williams gave up an RBI double in 
the first to the Hawks (26-15) and 
then proceeded to throw 8 shutout 

innings improving to 3-1 on the sea-
son with a 3.00 ERA. Williams’ com-
plete game was the second one of 
the weekend for Wesleyan pitchers 
as Conference Pitcher of the Year 
Derrick Carter also threw one on 
Thursday to defeat Piedmont.

Freshman 3B Javier Quintana 
then got the Bishops on the board 
in the 4th inning with an RBI single 
scoring senior LF Zach Lyon. Junior 
catcher Jaiden Barker’s RBI double 
then followed to make it 2-1 before 
Quintana came around to score on 
a wild pitch to put Wesleyan up 3-1 
after four innings.

In the 6th, the Battling Bishops 
added two insurance runs as Barker 
again roped an RBI single to score 
junior CF Drifton Padgett, who had 
singled and stole second. Quintana 
then walked and advanced to third 
on a single and wild pitch before 
scoring on another wild pitch to 

put the Bishops up 5-1. Barker then 
tried to score on a Tyson Bass flyout 
but was thrown out at home to end 
the 6th.

Williams then took care of the rest 
allowing just one hit over the final 
three frames for the win. Lyon and 
Barker led the Bishops with multi-
hit games while infielders Davie 
Morgan, Jackson Hobbs and Quin-
tana also all recorded singles for the 
Bishops’ 8-hit attack.

Best-of-Three Championship Se-
ries (Played at LaGrange)

Friday, May 13
Game 1: #1 East-N.C. Wesleyan at 

#1 West-LaGrange - Time TBA
Saturday, May 14
Game 2: #1 East-N.C. Wesleyan at 

#1 West-LaGrange - Time TBA
Game 3 (if necessary): #1 East-

N.C. Wesleyan at #1 West-La-
Grange - 40 minutes after game two 
concludes.

Sports The Enterprise
www.springhopeenterprise.com
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Firebirds are Nash 
County champions
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — The Southern Nash boys track 
and field team had already won the Scott Jones 

Memorial Classic as presented by The 
Wilson Times and the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference championship before the 
Firebirds claimed  a hat trick by winning 
the Nash County Championship meet 
May 4.

Senior T.J. Taybron scored 26 points 
by himself in the jumps and was part of 
the Firebirds’ runner-up 4x400-meter 

relay team as he claimed the boys Most Valuable 
Performer honor. Taybron won the long jump with a 
leap of 21 feet, 6 inches, and was second in the triple 
jump and high jump.

Jayden Whitaker and Logan Saunders were part of 
Southern Nash’s victorious 4x800 relay along with 
D.J. Pridgen and Bryson Rackley. Whitaker then 
won the 400 dash and Saunders claimed the 800.

Kaden Ricks won the boys 110 hurdles with Kahari 
Caudle finishing second. The pair then flopped fin-
ishes in the 300 hurdles with Caudle winning.

Junior Tralon Mitchell won the 200 dash and was 
second in the 100 while younger brother Tylik Mitch-
ell, the Scott Jones Memorial MOP, soared 43-0 to 
win the triple jump.

Southern Nash piled up 128 points to 83 for run-
ner-up Rocky Mount, followed by Northern Nash 
(65.5) and Nash Central (52.5). Rocky Mount domi-
nated the girls meet with 151 points, followed by 
Northern Nash (59), Southern Nash (52) and Nash 
Central (51).

Chasity Hopkins won the shot put and placed 
second in the discus while Miriam Salazar ran unop-
posed in winning the 3,200.

Southern Nash will compete in the NCHSAA 3-A 
East Regional meet Friday, May 13, at Croatan High 
in Newport.

Taybron

Ladybirds win Big East title game
From staff reports

STANHOPE — Freshman 
pitcher Anna Dickinson was near-
ly perfect for the Southern Nash 
High softball team as the Lady-
birds topped Roanoke Rapids 5-0 
in the 2-A/3A Big East Conference 
Championship game.

Dickinson allowed just one 
hit in the May 5 game, and 
only faced one batter above the 
minimum as she struck out 19 
Yellowjackets (17-3) batters as 
the Ladybirds (19-2) solidified 
themselves as the regular sea-

son and conference tournament 
champions of the Big East.

After the teams 
battled through a 
scoreless first two 
innings, Southern 
Nash broke the 
game open with a 
four-run bottom of 
the third.

After Savanna 
Baines reached on a throwing 
error, McKenna Batten and Kay-
lie Love both singled to load the 
bases. Ariel Perry then drove in 

a run with a grounder, Dickin-
son wore a pitch and Addison 
Brumfield drove in a run with a 
fielder’s choice and Dickinson 
scored on a wild pitch.

The team punched its ticket to 
the championship game behind 

a complete shutout from Dickin-
son, with a 3-0 semifinal victory 
over Franklinton on May 3.

Dickinson went the distance 
in the circle for the Ladybirds 
(18-2), allowing just one hit and 
striking out 10 Rams (9-7) on 

the night.
Southern Nash gave Dickin-

son all the offense she needed in 
the bottom of the second inning 
when an RBI single from Kaylie 
Love, who went 2 for 3 on the 
night, brought home McKenna 
Batten to make it a 1-0 game.

In the bottom of the fifth, 
the Ladybirds added some 
insurance runs as Payton Thar-
rington singled home Addison 
Brumfield and Kelsey Jones 
with two outs for the final 3-0 
margin.

Dickinson

The team punched its ticket  

to the championship game behind a complete 

shutout from Dickinson, with a 3-0 semifinal 

victory over Franklinton on May 3.

Tyson Bass at bat for the N.C. Wesleyan University baseball team in its Saturday victory over Huntingdon College 5-1 in 
the USA South Bracket 1 Finale. Carl Lewis | Contributed photo

Barton lands 26 
All-CC picks in 
six spring sports
From staff reports

Twenty-six Barton 
College spring sports 
student-athletes were 
named to their respective 
All-Conference Carolinas 
teams for baseball, soft-
ball, men’s and women’s 
lacrosse and men’s and 
women’s tennis.

All-Conference Caroli-
nas designations for golf 
and track and field are 
earned through competi-
tion.

Of those 26, four land-
ed on the all-conference 
first team, including 
baseball senior pitcher 
Alex Hart, who earned 
his second straight 
All-CC distinction. The 
left-hander from Raleigh 
went 8-3 in the regular 
season with 100 strike-

outs, a league best, and 
a 2.98 ERA in 102 2/3 
innings. His 266 career 
strikeouts are No. 2 all-
time at Barton.

Senior Colby Waren 
landed on the second 
team while senior short-
stop Andres Machado 
was part of the All-De-
fensive team.

The Barton women’s 
lacrosse led in total all-
conference selections 
with seven, including 
junior midfielder Saman-
tha Diaz, who led Barton 
with 54 ground balls and 
30 caused turnovers. 
Sophomore attacker 
Sydney Quinn, the team 
leader with 40 goals, 
and senior defender 
Ashley Teiborg landed 

Firebirds fall short in 
Big East title game
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — The Southern Nash High base-
ball team fell 13-6 to Northern Nash in the 2-A/3-A Big 
East Conference championship game.

The Firebirds (16-6) built a 3-1 lead through the top 
of the fourth inning, but the Knights (18-4) plated 10 
across the fourth and fifth innings to come away with 
the win in the May 5 game.

The team recorded its third most single-season wins 
in school history. 

The team got to the big game due to junior Landen 
Baker slugging a pair of home runs against Roanoke 
Rapids, winning 11-4 in the tournament semifinals May 
3.

The 3-A Firebirds broke open a 4-4 deadlock with 
seven runs in the sixth inning against the 2-A Yellow 
Jackets (11-8), who tied Southern Nash for second 
place in the regular season.

Baker finished with three RBIs and three runs scored 
as he moved into second place among NCHSAA hitters 
on MaxPreps.com with 12 homers. No other Firebird 
had more than one hit but Blake Strickland and A.J. 
High each drove in a pair of runs. High and Keegan 
Wallace each doubled.

Senior Greyson Curtis picked up the win with 2 1/3 
innings of relief pitching. He didn’t give up a hit or walk 
anyone while striking out three. Strickland started and 
worked 3 2/3 innings, giving up four runs — all un-
earned. Baker threw a perfect seventh.See BARTON, 2B

STUDENT-ATHLETE 

OF THE WEEK

104 West Nash Street, Downtown Wilson

Anna Dick-
inson plays 

softball and 
volleyball at 
Southern Nash 
High School 
and is The En-
terprise’s Far-
ris & Thomas 
Law Attorneys 
Student-Athlete 
of the Week.

A a pitcher, 
Dickinson 
helped the 
Ladybirds win 
the 2-A/3A Big 
East Confer-
ence Champi-
onship game 
last week. 

She pitched 
19 strikeouts, 
allowing only 
one hit in the 
entire game.

The 15-year-
old freshman 
plans to attend 
a four-year col-
lege after grad-
uating high 
school.

Anna Dickinson
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on the second team while 
freshman attacker Kate 
Matuza, sophomore mid-
fielder Jayden Smith and 
freshman defender Kloe 
Martin were third-team 
selections.

Sophomore attacker 
Mason Cheney picked up 
his second All-Confer-
ence Carolinas honor for 
men’s lacrosse, earning 
first-team recognition 
after scoring 45 goals. 
He was the conference 
offensive player of the 
week for March 14 and 
was named to the weekly 
national team three 
times.

Four of his teammates – 
sophomore attacker Matt 
Calleri, junior attacker 
Mark Crawford, freshman 
midfielder J.J. Mitchell 
and junior defender Ryan 
Santos – were voted to the 
second team.

Junior second baseman 
Emily Bell earned a spot 
on the All-Conference 

Carolinas softball team 
while freshman pitcher 
Miranda Holmes was 
named to the second 
team.

Bell batted .327 with two 
home runs and 15 RBIs as 
the Bulldogs finished third 

in the standings.
Men’s tennis players 

Kristoffer Staahlbrand 
and Diego Agudelo were 
second-team selections 
while Johan Holgersson 
landed on the second 
team.

The Barton women 
also placed two on the 
second team, with Maren 
Kronsbein and Tilde 
Howeler earning the 
distinction, and Isabella 
Caballero making the 
third team.

Barton senior Alex Hart fires a pitch during the recent Conference Carolinas tournament 
opener versus Erskine at Fleming Stadium. Hart was named to the All-Conference 
Carolinas first team, one of just four Bulldogs to land on spring sports All-CC first teams 
and 26 total spring all-conference selections that were chosen by league coaches. Golf and 
track and field is determined by finish. Sheldon Vick | Special to the Times

Barton
continued from page 1B

Wake Co. Warriors claim another 
NCHEAC title in familiar Fleming
From staff reports

The Wake County Warriors home 
school baseball organization still 
tries to play a few home games at 
Fleming Stadium, but a recent game 
was a special return to the diamond 
the Warriors used to call home.

Wake County, which once played 
its home games at Fleming, won its 
second straight and sixth overall 
North Carolinians for Home Educa-
tion Athletic Commission state title 
in late April at Fleming. The War-
riors went 3-0 in the four-team, dou-
ble-elimination tournament to wrap 
up play before the Homeschool 
World Series, starting next week in 
Auburndale, Florida. But winning 
the NCHEAC crown (again) was 
high on the Warriors’ to-do list for 
this season.

“It’s great to see these kids have a 
state championship because really, 
being an independent and all, you 
don’t really get  a chance to play for a 
championship except for in Florida,” 
said Wake County head coach David 
Bailey, who added: “I love playing at 
Fleming Stadium.”

The Warriors, who include Wilson 
residents and brothers Carter and 
Turner Adams in the lineup, blasted 
the Raleigh Hawks 10-0 in five in-
nings in the first round Friday. Wake 
County then survived a 5-3 scrap 
with the Forsyth Hawks to advance 
to the championship round. Need-
ing only to win one game out of 
a possible two against the North 
Wake Storm, the Warriors got ev-
eryone home early Saturday with a 
10-2 victory for the championship.

Bailey said that with one of his 
starting pitchers unavailable for the 
weekend, he had to be judicious in 
his use of arms.

“We had to space out our pitching 
because we were missing one of our 
starters so we had to be careful,” he 
said. “But the key was when these 
guys got in there, they did it and did 
it well.” 

Sophomore Kyler Pena finished the 
weekend with a complete-game win 
in the championship game.

Bailey praised the bottom of the 
batting order for its production in 
the three games. The Nos. 7-9 bat-
ters hit .462 with 13 RBIs. Carter 
Adams, a freshman who was on the 
junior varsity squad for most of the 
season, dazzled in his No. 7 spot, 
going 6 for 8 with five RBIs. Sopho-
more Ethan Evans was nearly as 
brilliant with a 5-for-8 showing that 
also included five runs driven in.

“They were the ones that really 
carried the brunt and it hadn’t been 

like that this year,” Bailey said.
The biggest hit of the weekend 

may have been off the bat of senior 
second baseman Hayden Liggins, 
who smacked a two-strike, two-run 
single in the bottom of the sixth to 
break a 3-3 tie with Forsyth in the 
winner’s bracket final.

“People stepping up at critical 
times in the game — that’s how you 
win championships,” Bailey said.

The Warriors finished in second 
place in the Homeschool World 
Series, where three times, most re-
cently in 2016.

Bishops pitchers 
called best in 
conference
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — Two pitchers from N.C. Wes-
leyan College have been named the year’s best by the 
USA South Athletic Conference.

The N.C. Wesleyan pitching duo of Derrick Carter 
and Hunter Hill were named Pitcher of the Year and 
Rookie Pitcher of the Year, respectively. Carter, a 
senior from Rocky Mount, North Carolina, becomes 
just the second player in Conference history to be 
named USA South Pitcher of the Year in consecutive 
seasons (Greg Van Sickler, Shenandoah, 2010 and 
2011). He currently has a 7-2 record in 12 appear-
ances, all of which were starts, and leads the Confer-
ence with 78.1 innings pitched, a 2.53 ERA, and 83 
strikeouts. In Conference contests-only, Carter posted 
a 5-2 record and a 2.54 ERA with League-highs of 
49.2 innings pitched and 57 strikeouts. This season, 
he collects First Team All-Conference and First Team 
East Division honors as a pitcher for the second 
consecutive season. Finally, Carter was named USA 
South Pitcher of the Week once this spring.

A freshman pitcher 
from Asheboro, Hunter 
Hill is the second con-
secutive Battling Bishop, 
and the third in the past 
four seasons, to earn 
USA South Baseball 
Rookie Pitcher of the 
Year accolades as Danny 
Thompson won the 
award last season and se-
nior Drew Tubb won it in 
2018. Exclusively coming 
out of the bullpen, Hill 
has posted a 2-0 record in 
nine appearances. In 21.0 

innings pitched, Hill has compiled a 2.57 ERA with 18 
strikeouts and an opponent batting average of .257. 
Against USA South foes-only, Hill was 2-0 with a 1.59 
ERA in 11.1 innings pitched with seven strikeouts and 
an opponent batting average of .237. For his efforts 
on the mound, Hill was named Second Team All-
East Division at relief pitcher and USA South Rookie 
Pitcher of the Week twice this season.

Conference pitchers of the Year Derrick Carter, left, 
and Hunter Hill, right, with Coach Clifton. Carl Lewis | 
Contributed photo

Pitcher Cade Welsh of the Wake County Warriors fires a pitch to catcher Carter 
Adams during a recent game against the Raleigh Hawks in the first round of the 
NCHEAC home school baseball championship tournament at Fleming Stadium. 
Adams, who is a Wilson resident, batted .750 with five RBIs in three games for 
the Warriors, who won all three to claim their sixth NCHEAC title. Brittany Adams 

| Special to the Times

OUTDOORS

4 tips for fine fishing
Newspaper Toolbox

Whether you like to go 
fishing for fun or want to 
bring in a large enough 
catch to have a fish fry, here 
are four expert tips to en-
sure you have a great time.

Get the right lures

It’s important to choose 
your lures based on the size 
and type of fish you want 
to catch. The depth of the 
water, the environment and 
the weather conditions are 
also key considerations. For 
example, using a brightly 
colored or oversized lure in 
a clear lake will look very 
unnatural and could pre-
vent you from getting any 
bites.

Use suitable 
fishing line 

Regularly inspect your 

fishing line to ensure it’s in 
good condition. You don’t 
want your line to break 
when you’re reeling in a 
fish or your lures to sink 
to the bottom of the lake. 
If you see any nicks in the 
line, change it immediately. 
However, it’s a good idea 
to replace your fishing line 
every year and refill your 
spool as soon as 3/8 of an 
inch of the line is missing.

Follow nature’s 
cues

Did you know that ob-
serving nature can pro-
vide you with clues about 
where you should fish? 
For example, you’ll know 
you’ve found a great lo-
cation if you see diving 
seabirds or insects on the 
surface of the water. Be 
sure to limit conversa-
tions and stay alert to 

avoid missing any signs.

Learn about 
the area

If you want to reel in 
fish after fish, you need 

to focus on the best loca-
tions. Consequently, you 
can study maps, talk to 
local fishers or hire a 
guide to help you identify 
the best places to cast 
your line.

Listening to the right fishing tips can be as important as 
picking the right lures. Contributed photo

The N.C. Wesleyan 

pitching duo of 

Derrick Carter and 

Hunter Hill were 

named Pitcher 

of the Year and 

Rookie Pitcher 

of the Year, 

respectively.



  Wednesday, May 11, 2022   THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com     3B

PEACHTREE NEWS

Mothers can 

have influence
This past Sunday the members of 

Peachtree celebrated all the church 
mothers, singing the hymn “Faith of 
Our Mothers.”

I want to acknowledge every mother 
for Mother’s Day. Women enter 
motherhood in many different ways 
including birth, fostering, adoption, 
miscarriage and spiritual influence. Re-
gardless of how motherhood is defined, 

the one common thread is influence. Whether you con-
sider yourself to be a “traditional” mom or are a woman 
pouring into someone’s life, I want to recognize the 
important influence you hold.

I also want to recognize this day may be difficult for 
some of us. We may not have a mother to share this day 
with. I share in your grief and want you to know I am 
praying for you.

Each of us is uniquely, fearfully and wonderfully 
made and has the ability to shape others.

I hope this devotion I am sharing with you will en-
courage you, spark a desire to grow in your faith and 
ultimately influence those around you.

This past Sunday was Mother’s Day. As we celebrat-
ed motherhood, I pray the Lord showed you and your 
church leadership how also to honor those for whom 
this is a difficult day.

Mother’s Day can be a difficult day for many women. 
In your church, there are women struggling with infer-
tility that want nothing more than to cradle a newborn 
baby in their arms. Some women are single yet long 
for marriage and children. Some women are grieving a 
baby that has been miscarried. There are single moms 
not living the life they had hoped. Some women have 
buried their children. Others are estranged from theirs. 
Some women have strained relationships with their 
mothers where reconciliation seems all but impossible. 
Celebrating only the joy of motherhood may pour salt 
in their gaping wound.

Pray out loud for those for whom Mother’s Day is 
painful and not just a day of celebration.

So, whether you’re a mother, grandmother, aunt, 
sister, or dear friend, remember   — you have influence 
over your family. Please use the right type of influence. 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• The Baptist Women will be hosting a catered lunch 
for the entire church at 12:15 p.m. Sunday in the fellow-
ship hall to honor the members of the church who have 
been so supportive and faithful as well as a celebration 
of the lifting of some of the COVID-19 restrictions.  Ev-
erything is provided so no one has to bring anything.

• The Peachtree Men’s Ministry will host its meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. May 19. The speaker will be Dewey Clark, 
retired president of N.C. Wesleyan College. Clark is 
from Pilot.

For reservations call 252-478-4418.  

COMMUNITY NEWS

• Jerry and Melba Hobgood celebrated Jerry’s birth-
day and their 38th wedding anniversary this past Sun-
day.

• Destiny King, the granddaughter of JoAnn Blan-
kenship, attended the Raleigh Symphony Orchestra’s 
performance at the Meredith Auditorium in Raleigh on 
Saturday night. She enjoyed hearing her friend, Kyrese 
Washington, who was the featured flute soloist in the 
program because he won the Rising Stars 2022 Con-
certs Competition sponsored by the symphony.

If you have news, please call or email me. My email 
address is mfpbun@aol.com. My phone number is 252-
478-2846. I will need your news no later than 2 p.m. 
Sundays.

Fran Bunn is a member of Peachtree Baptist Church.

‘All hail the power of Jesus’
The recent hail 

storms in various 
places in North Caro-
lina remind me of a 
hymn called “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” Now in this 
hymn the word “hail” 
means to “greet” or 
to “exclaim enthusi-

astically.”
“Hail” as was experienced re-

cently is a kind of weather where 
balls or chunks of ice fall from the 
sky, as we all know. My husband, 
John, and I were spending the 
weekend in Little Washington, cel-
ebrating Mother’s Day. But John 
was able to view the hail in our 
yard at home after it had fallen by 
checking out our security camera 

images. And I saw pictures of it in 
the hands of my cousin in a Face-
book post by his wife. My sister 
told me they had hail where she 
lives in Eden as well.

I was glad to see when I re-
turned home that my car, which 
had been sitting outside of the 
carport, was not damaged. I 
wasn’t too concerned, anyway, 
since my car is 11 years old, and 
its exterior is already scraped 
up, dinged and even keyed. But 
I know the damage hail can do 
when I remember how it beat up 
the aluminum siding on my par-
ents’ house years ago.

Hail isn’t a recent kind of 
weather. In fact, it’s mentioned 
14 times in the Bible, starting in 
the book of Exodus when God 

caused hail to fall in Egypt as one 
of the plagues. The hail was so 
“heavy” that it would kill any ani-
mal or person who remained out-
side (Exodus 18:33). In Joshua 
and in Ezekiel, God also sent hail 
upon people he was angry with, 
trying to get them to change their 
ways.

The scariest mention of hail is 
found in Revelation 16:21. There 
it’s said “and huge hailstorms, 
about one hundred pounds each, 
came down from heaven upon men 
…” And we think the hail we’ve 
had at the biggest, maybe ap-
proaching 2 inches, was bad. God 
is indeed all powerful, and we all 
should hail His name.

Donna Crowe is a minister’s wife.

FRAN 
BUNN

DONNA 
CROWE

CCX wins statewide 
transportation award
For The Enterprise

ROCKY MOUNT — The 
Carolina Connector has 
won a statewide award for 
its road-to-rails operation.

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation honored 
communities that developed 
some of the state’s best mul-
timodal projects.

Known as the CCX, the 
facility on U.S. 301 opened 
for business in November 
2021. It allows trucks to 
bring cargo containers to 
a rail yard, where they are 
transferred to trains for 
transport.

The Carolinas Gateway 
Partnership, CSX and the 
N.C. Department of Trans-
portation partnered to 
construct a state-of-the-art, 
300-acre intermodal facility 
in Rocky Mount. 

The Rocky Mount Metro-
politan Planning Organiza-
tion nominated the project.

The NCDOT Mobi 
Awards, which began in 
2019, recognize transporta-
tion projects that improve 
the economy and enhance 
the quality of life in North 
Carolina communities. Proj-
ects had to combine the use 
of at least two transportation 
modes such as aviation, bi-

cycle, pedestrian, ferry, pub-
lic transportation, rail and 
roadway. More than 30 proj-
ects competed in this year’s 
NCDOT Mobi Awards.

“Multimodal projects are 
an important piece of our 
transportation present and 
future,” said N.C. Transpor-
tation Secretary Eric Boy-
ette. “We hope that the Mobi 
Awards will inspire more 
communities to think cre-
atively about the next great 
project in transportation.”  

After hosting the 2020 
awards ceremony virtually, 
this year’s awards were 
held in person during a lun-
cheon event at the Raleigh 
Marriott City Center. NC-
DOT’s Deputy Secretary for 
Multimodal Transportation 
Julie White presented the 
awards.

“These projects we hon-
ored today connect people 
to opportunity, to jobs, to 
healthcare and education,” 
White said. “They make our 
state more equitable and 
reduce our carbon footprint. 
In short, they make our 
state more accessible, at-
tractive and competitive.”

Judges selected winners 
and honorable mentions 
from six categories. CCX 
won in the urban category.
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RATHER BE COOKING

Muffins bring back memories of Mama
Mama 

had a 
sweet 
tooth and 
always en-
joyed des-
serts and 
candy.

Some-
times, 
she’d even 

eat her dessert before her 
meal. And why not? Her 
desserts were some of our 
favorite recipes — from 
a luscious Italian cream 
cake to a tangy lemon 
cake. And who can forget 
the strawberry shortcakes 
she made for my May 
birthday?

As she aged, she con-
tinued to bake and make 
meals extra special with a 
sweet finishing touch. My 
little family often joined 
Mama and Daddy for sup-
per on Saturday nights, 
and we could always 
count on a cake to top off 
our meal, whether it was 
yellow layers with choco-
late frosting or a pine-
apple cake covered with 
7-minute frosting.

Mama also loved choco-
late candy bars. Mounds 
and Clark Bars were some 
of her early favorites. In 
their later years, Daddy 
and Mama kept a large 
glass candy bowl filled 
with small chocolate bars 
on an heirloom cedar 
chest in the living room. 

When my parents were 
no longer able to shop, 
I’d make a point to keep 
candy bars on my shop-
ping list for them and not 
let that jar get empty. I had 
fun picking out the minia-

ture chocolate candy bars 
each week, knowing how 
much they’d enjoy them.

Even when she was in 
the hardest part of Al-
zheimer’s disease, Mama 
knew where to find that 
candy jar. We’d often dis-
cover the wrappers from 
Snickers, Baby Ruth bars 
and Three Musketeers 
around the house or in 
her pockets. I worried that 
Mama, who was strug-
gling to eat and maintain 
her weight, was eating too 
much chocolate. Her wise 
doctor told me to let her 
eat whatever she wanted. I 
did just that.

Getting chocolate any-
time she wanted was one 
of the few things Mama 
could do for herself, and I 

often thought how nice it 
must feel to her when she 
could choose her own can-
dy and not have someone 
else prepare it for her or 
help her eat it. It was one 
of the few times she could 
be truly independent. 

In those last years of her 
life, I cooked for her and 
Daddy often and tried to 
work in a sweet treat as 
much as possible. When 
Mother’s Day rolled 
around one year, and I 
was struggling for a gift 
idea, I eventually hit on 
the perfect solution that I 
continued for a few years. 
I baked for her. I made 
special cupcakes or muf-
fins that I knew she’d like 
and ones that she could 
eat without assistance. 

Although it’s been a 
dozen years since we lost 
Mama, I can still remember 
the smile on her face when 
she’d see a tray of pretty 
baked treats and a Moth-
er’s Day card. Although 
she didn’t understand the 
significance of the day, I 
certainly did. I’d never pass 
up on a chance to celebrate 
my precious mama.

A few days ago, this 
orange muffin recipe 
popped up in my email. I 
knew right away I wanted 
to make the muffins. As I 
read the recipe, my mind 
wandered, as it often 
does, and I imagined how 
much my mama would 
have loved this recipe 
that’s made with orange 
zest and white chocolate 

chips. It’s different from 
any muffin recipe I’ve ever 
made, and I would have 
loved making it for her for 
Mother’s Day.

In honor of Mama, I 
made this simple recipe 
Wednesday night. I had no 
idea if I’d like it, but Reg-
gie and I loved the muffins 
we ate with our supper. 
The melted white choco-

late chips on top added a 
crowning touch. 

There’s no doubt in my 
mind that Mama would 
have loved these muffins 
too.

Lisa Boykin Batts has been 
writing a weekly food col-
umn since 2001. Her col-
umn includes recipes she 
and her family enjoy.

Orange Brunch Muffins

These easy muffins are delicious warm. I highly 
recommend warming leftovers for 10-12 seconds 
in the microwave. 

3 cups all-

purpose baking 

mix

3/4 cup all-

purpose flour

2/3 cup 

granulated 

sugar

2 large eggs, 

lightly beaten

1/2 cup plain 

yogurt (I used 

sour cream)

1/2 cup orange 

juice

1 tablespoon 

grated orange 

peel

2 cups (12-ounce 

package) 

white morsels, 

divided

1/2 cup 

macadamia 

nuts or 

walnuts (I 

omitted)

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

Grease 18 mu!n cups or fill with paper liners.*

Combine baking mix, flour and sugar in large bowl. 

Add eggs, yogurt, juice and orange peel; stir just until 

blended. Stir in 1 2/3 cups morsels. Spoon into prepared 

mu!n cups, filling 3/4 full. Sprinkle with nuts.

Bake for 18 to 22 minutes or until wooden pick in-

serted in center comes out clean. Cool in pans for 10 

minutes; remove to wire racks to cool slightly.

Microwave remaining 1/3 cup morsels in small, heavy-

duty plastic bag on medium (70%) power for 1 minute; 

knead. Microwave at additional 10- to 15-second inter-

vals, kneading until smooth. Cut tiny corner from bag; 

squeeze to drizzle over mu!ns. Serve warm.

Nestle’s Very Best Baking website

* I made a half recipe. Also, the batter for these mu!ns is stiff. 
I smoothed the batter in the mu!n cups before putting in the 
oven.

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS

These orange brunch muffins are a delicious treat. Lisa Boykin Batts | Times

Attract fireflies to the victory garden
For 

me, just 
the men-
tion of 
the word 
“firefly” 
brings 
to mind 
happy and 
carefree 

memories of childhood. 
Of course, they are “light-
inin’ bugs” in my vocabu-
lary since I grew up in 
Texas. 

I remember grabbing 
glass jars and racing 
around with my cousin 
at night trying to catch 
the magical, blinky, flying 
bugs. We never caught 
very many, but it seemed 
like there were a lot more 
to chase than there are 
now.

We have lived in several 
places where our children 
have been able to have 
the thrill of the chase like 
I did. Groups of sweaty 
kids chasing tiny spurts 
of fire with their friends. 
The few they caught let 
us get a close-up look 
at their odd, off and on 
beauty before we released 
them.

My oldest daughter and 
her family are in town 
to celebrate our middle 
daughter’s graduation 
from East Carolina Uni-
versity. My son-in-law 
grew up in Pinehurst, 
but they have been living 
in Wyoming for almost 
three years. After just 
a few minutes in North 
Carolina he was saying, 
“Wow, it’s so beautiful 
here, so green.” The part 
of Wyoming they live in is 
very dry, dusty and most-
ly brown. Coming from 
a desert to eastern North 
Carolina is like quench-

ing a thirst you didn’t 
realize you had.

With all of the lush 
greenness and beauty, of 
course we are searching 
at dusk for fireflies. We 
are fortunate to have the 
right environment to at-
tract fireflies. Some of it 
is done intentionally and 
some is just natural. The 
fireflies need tall grass 
and standing water (think 
dropped pine needles and 
other leaves that hold 
water). While the nights 
are staying warmer, the 
fireflies are usually seen 
closer to June and July. 

One of the reasons we 
don’t see many fireflies 
is because of progress. 
For decades, our county 
has been moving from a 
rural to an urban society. 
Our community build-
ings, shopping centers 
and subdivisions have 
negatively affected these 
delightful creatures’ habi-
tats. With the commercial 
developments come street 
lights, neon lights and 
lights on cars and homes 
along with human traffic.

But it’s not all doom 
and gloom. Knowing is 
half the battle. Since we 
know what is causing the 
demise of these unique 
bugs, we can take action 
to ensure they have a 
place in our communities 
too.

What can you do to at-
tract fun fire to the Victory 
Garden? With just a little 
research, I was able to 
create space in my yard 
to attract the misnamed 
beetles (fireflies are actu-
ally beetles, not flies).

First, you can let your 
lawn grow (something my 
husband doesn’t mind). 
The National Gardening 

Association explains that 
fireflies like to hang out in 
tall grasses and shrubbery. 
So even leaving a few 
edges of grass untrimmed 
or a small patch will help.

Another way to attract 
lightning bugs is to turn 
off porch lights and other 
outdoor lighting. Female 
fireflies will wait in the 
tall grass and shrubbery 
for the male. They spot 
the male by his glowing 
butt. They find each other, 
and the magic happens.

Unfortunately, the artifi-
cial lighting around hous-
es will disturb the mating 
behavior. Artificial lights, 
produced by humans, 
disrupt how they syn-
chronize their flashing, 
and it’s believed that this 
results in less mating and 
fewer fireflies. We even 
noticed that our glowing 
cell phones will cause the 
males to light up — which 
was kind of fun but not 
recommended.

There are specific plants 
that do a fantastic job of 
attracting fireflies as well 
as other beneficial bugs. 
Be sure to include yarrow, 
sweet alyssum, marigolds, 
cosmos, nasturtium, early 
cabbage and a variety of 
herbs like mint, oregano, 
lemon balm and thyme. 
Some of these plants 
even do double duty 
since they are edible by 
both you and the bugs.

It’s always a great idea 
to leave a water source 
that is safe. Bees, but-
terflies, fireflies and birds 
love shallow water. A 
castoff plate with some 
pebbles in it is a cost ef-
fective and decorative 

way to provide a water 
source. My yard has a 
pond that attracts a lot of 
pollinators and probably 
is helpful to attracting the 
fireflies we do get.

Additionally, you can 
supply what fireflies like 
to eat. We have put out 
this natural concoction in 
my yard to see if we have 
any early visitors. Put this 
in a clean spray bottle and 
spray it on your shrubs or 
tall grass.

I’m enjoying the ef-
fort I’ve put into creating 
space for the fireflies. My 
children and grandchil-
dren think it’s fun to do 
some of the “old timey” 
things I did as a child. 
We are revisiting board 
games, cooking at home 
more, slowing down to 
just visit and waiting to 
chase fireflies — time well 
spent in my opinion.

Even if you only have 
a tiny space, I highly rec-
ommend putting some 
seeds in the soil and turn-
ing down the nighttime 
lights.

Good company, friendly 
competition, gardening, 
fireflies and warm spring 
evenings sound like the 
perfect combination for a 
wonderful night. 

P.S. Don’t forget the ice 
cream. Strawberry City in 
Nashville has ripe straw-
berries for picking and 
ice cream to make you go, 
“Yum.”

Happy planting!

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

Firefly Food

White sugar Water Brewer’s yeast 

(whey yeast)

Mix 10 parts water to 1 part sugar and 1 part yeast. 

That’s it — easy peasy. 

Put it in a clean spray bottle and spray it on shrubs 

or tall grass. I have made this with less water and 

turned it into a paste. I put it in different areas in 

my yard on popsicle sticks and noticed that my dogs 

were greedily licking off the mixture. I had to put it in 

an area the dogs couldn’t reach, but thankfully, since 

it is safe for people, animals and bugs, it was only an 

inconvenience for me.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Cook up some 
Swedish meatballs
Newspaper Toolbox

Do you love Swedish meatballs? If so, consider mak-
ing this recipe this weekend so you can enjoy them 
right in the comfort of your own home.

Start to finish: 55 minutes 
Servings: 4

Swedish Meatballs

1/4 cup 

breadcrumbs

6 tablespoons 

butter, divided

1 onion, finely 

chopped

3/4 pound ground 

beef

3/4 pound ground 

pork

2 tablespoons 

milk

2 tablespoons 

Dijon mustard, 

divided

1 egg yolk

2 tablespoons 

flour

1 1/2 cups hot 

chicken stock

1 tablespoon 

honey

1 teaspoon 

Worcestershire 

sauce

1/2 cup heavy 

cream (35%)

Salt and pepper, 

to taste

Fresh parsley

In a dry skillet, brown the breadcrumbs, making sure to 

stir them regularly. Set aside in a large bowl. 

In the same skillet, melt 2 tablespoons of butter. Cook 

the onion over medium-high heat until translucent. Sea-

son with salt and pepper and add to the bowl with the 

breadcrumbs. Add the ground meat, milk, 1 tablespoon 

Dijon mustard and egg yolk. Season with salt and pep-

per again. Form the mixture into about 16 balls and set 

aside on a plate.

In the same skillet, melt 2 tablespoons of butter and 

brown each meatball on all sides. Set meatballs aside 

on a clean plate. 

In the same pan, melt the last 2 tablespoons of butter, 

add the flour and whisk until a roux is formed. Pour in 

the chicken broth, whisking constantly until you have a 

uniformly smooth sauce. Add the remaining Dijon mus-

tard, honey, Worcestershire sauce and heavy cream. 

Season with salt and pepper. 

Return the meatballs to the skillet, incorporating any 

cooking juices that drained into the pan. Simmer gently 

for about 10 minutes, until the meatballs are cooked 

through. Garnish with fresh parsley and serve with 

your favorite side dish.

Pictured is homemade Swedish meatballs with cream sauce 
and parsley. Contributed photo
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Dot to dot

Brought to you by:

Labyrinth

Learn. Play.  
Be amazed!

Help the hungry little caterpillar 
to reach his lunch 
of crunchy green leaves.

Dear subscribers, 

We're pleased to offer you an easy-to-use layout  
for your kids' page. Simply combine elements from  
the monthly "Kids' corner" pages and the games  
from the "Kidzone" pages on our website (look under 
"Kid's pages" in the "Find horoscopes, games, recipes 
& more” section), just like we did here. By doing this, 
you can easily create entertaining layouts for your  
young readers.

Be sure to sell this ad space in advance to a single client 
for a set period of time, or to a few advertisers who 
would like to take turns sponsoring the page. To do 
this, modify the layout here by replacing this note with 
relevant information, such as the price, publication dates 
and more, and then use it as a promotional page.

YOU ASKED, WE ANSWERED!
We created this layout at the request of one of 
our subscribers. If you need help creating content 
that will appeal to the advertisers in your region, 
contact us and we’d be happy to assist you.

Online search option: 
Search all 
Keyword: Kids’ corner

Do you like to collect 
beautiful flowers and 
unique-looking leaves? 
If so, an herbarium is the 
perfect way to preserve 
these finds and learn 

more about them. Here’s how to create 
a scrapbook for your plant specimens.

• Collect a variety of flowers and leaves 
on your walk. Avoid doing this on a 
rainy day, otherwise the wet plants 
might rot while they dry. 

• Place your finds between two pieces  
of newspaper, paper towel or blotting 
paper to absorb any moisture and help 
them dry out. 

• Stack a few large, heavy books on top 
of the plants. Leave them like this to 
flatten for at least a week.

• Arrange the dried flowers and leaves 
on the pages of a notebook or in a bin-
der. Use clear glue or transparent tape 
to stick them in place.

• Write the name of each plant next to 
it. You can also include interesting 
details like its smell and where you 
found it.

Feel free to add more plants over time. If 
you want ideas about how to design 
your herbarium, there are plenty of tu-
torials online.

How to make an herbarium

May 17 an important day in North Carolina 
Some of us 

still haven’t put 
the 2020 elec-
tions to bed even 
as early voting 
has started for 
the 2022 prima-
ry elections. 

No doubt 
you’ve seen the 

mailers, TV ads and phone calls 
from candidates, but we don’t 
hear much buzz among voters. 
Are they perhaps worn out with 
politics and politicians or just 
keeping their politics on the 
down-low? 

We don’t have presidential 
or gubernatorial primaries this 
year, but there are important 
races, including contested pri-
maries for the U.S. Senate seat 
being vacated by Sen. Richard 
Burr’s retirement, two of the 
seven North Carolina Supreme 
Court seats, four of the 15 N.C. 
Court of Appeals Judges, all 170 
seats in the General Assembly, 
sheriff elections in every county 
and numerous municipal elec-
tions. 

Originally, the primary was to 
be held in early March, but legal 
challenges to redistricting maps 
drawn by the legislature com-
pelled the move to May 17. 

Here are some questions we 
hope to have answered. Who 

and how many will turn out for 
the vote? In the first three days 
of early voting, some 66,000 cast 
ballots, compared to 37,400 in a 
similar time frame in 2018. Can 
we expect continued larger than 
normal totals? If so, what is driv-
ing the turnout? 

Some believe the leaked Su-
preme Court ruling on abortion 
essentially puts that issue on 
the ballot. We could easily an-
ticipate women and Democrats 
voting en masse, demonstrating 
their protests, but Republicans 
might also turn out to affirm 
the court decision. Could we 
see evidence of other concerns 
like inflation? Primary turnout 
could tell us much about what to 
expect in November’s general 
election.

In North Carolina, an unaffili-
ated primary voter can choose 
whether to select a Republican 
ballot or a Democratic ballot. 
Will we be able to see how un-
affiliated voters, now larger in 
numbers than either political 
party, split between parties? 
And we always want to examine 
the sex and age of those who 
vote.

Finally, what will be the total 
turnout among our 7.2 million 
voters? In the 2018 midterm 
election, 14% voted in the pri-
mary; 16% did so in 2014. A 

turnout of 20% or more might 
demonstrate an engaged — and 
perhaps enraged — electorate. 
Conversely, turnout below 14% 
might tell us of voter fatigue and 
disgust.

Will Donald Trump be the 
kingmaker? The former presi-
dent has been busy endorsing 
candidates, and to date, his 
batting average is pretty high, 
the latest being J.D. Vance who 
won the Ohio Republican Sen-
ate nomination. The next test is 
May 17, when both Pennsylva-
nia and our state hold primaries. 
In the Keystone State, Trump 
endorsed Dr. Oz for the Senate. 
Here, he chose U.S. Rep. Ted 
Budd.

Our Senate race has already 
been expensive, nasty and com-
petitive. Eleven Democrats and 
14 Republicans are vying to get 
the nomination. Former N.C. 
Supreme Court Justice Cheri 
Beasley is considered the front-
runner for Democrats, but it 
could be closer than many pre-
dict. There are 14 Republicans 
on the ballot. 

Many big-name disciples of 
Trump also endorsed “no-show” 
Budd, and an independent 
expenditure group has spent 
millions of dollars targeting 
former Gov. Pat McCrory, who 
they consider Budd’s biggest 

competition. Former congress-
man Mark Walker, himself a 
Trump supporter, is also in the 
mix. If no candidate gets the 
requisite 30% or more of the 
vote, there will be a runoff elec-
tion required. That would be a 
strong repudiation of Trump’s 
kingmaking.  

The Donald also endorsed Vir-
ginia Foxx in the 5th and Greg 
Murphy in the 3rd congressio-
nal districts, both considered 
safe bets. But he also endorsed 
Bo Hines in the 13th and 
“Goofy” Madison Cawthorn in 
the 11th Congressional District. 
There are five Democrats and 
eight Republicans running in 
the 13th, in addition to Hines. 

Kelly Daughtry, on TV more 
frequently than pharmaceuti-
cal ads, and former Rep. Renee 
Ellmers could spell trouble for 
Hines. 

In western North Carolina’s 
11th District, just about every 
day there are more negative 
revelations and challenges 
surrounding Cawthorn. Main-
stream Republicans are lining 
up behind state Sen. Chuck 
Edwards. These three prima-
ries could tell us about the soul 
of the Republican Party in our 
state. 

Democrats also have some 
interesting congressional con-

tests, including the nomination 
to replace longtime U.S. Rep. 
David Price in the 4th District. 
Former “American Idol” star 
Clay Aiken, Rep. Valerie Foush-
ee and Nida Allam, the first 
Muslim woman elected to office 
in our state, are locked in a race 
for this safe Democratic district. 

The 1st District congressional 
race finds state Sen. Don Davis 
and former senator Erica Smith 
among the four Democrats try-
ing to fill the shoes of longtime 
Rep. G.K. Butterfield. 

We will be looking intently to 
see if the two political parties 
move more toward the center or 
further to the extremes. 

May 17 will be an important 
day for democracy in our state. 
We join the voices urging you to 
get to know the candidates and 
the issues, and then perform 
your civic responsibility by vot-
ing. 

Tom Campbell is a North Caro-
lina Hall of Fame broadcaster 
and columnist who has covered 
North Carolina public policy 
issues since 1965. He recently 
retired from writing, producing 
and moderating the statewide 
half-hour TV program “N.C. 
Spin” that aired for 22 ½ years. 
Email him at tomcamp@caro-
linabroadcasting.com.

TOM 
CAMPBELL



ACROSS

1. Undergarment
5. Meaning
9. Tango need
12. Ponder, with 

“over”
13. Yodeling 

sound
14. Spat
15. Group
16. Sign gas
17.	 Skinny	fish
18. Dwell
20. Mama’s 

spouse
22. Period
24. Rodeo rope
27. Student’s pad
31. Deaden
32. Wood-

chopping tool
33. Radio 

receiver
35. Fish eggs
36. Heal
38. Method
40. Door sign
42. Household
43. To another 

place
45. Gaps
49. Rainbow’s 

shape
51. Sit for an 

artist
53. Area ____
54. Guy’s date
55. Smooth, as 

clothes
56. Press
57. Have unpaid 

bills
58. Take out, as 

text
59. Quick look

DOWN

1. ____ of the 
moment

2. Only
3. Eye part
4. Small
5. Benevolent
6. Break the 

____
7. Mart
8. Of sound
9. Value deeply
10. Misery
11. Bird that 

gives a hoot
19. Liability
21. Frying utensil

23. August, e.g.
25. Haze
26. Follow orders
27. Designate
28. Yoked draft 

animals
29. Octopus’s 

arm
30. Coal oil
34. Sloped 

walkway
37. Morning drop
39. Tempest in a 

____
41. Speedy

44. Time past
46. Nucleus
47. “The River’s 

____”
48. Leak
49. Previously
50. Green
52. “Do, re, mi, fa, 

____ . . .”

CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

The luckiest signs this week: Scorpio, 

Sagittarius and Capricorn

ARIES

Don’t doubt the law of attraction when it 

comes to your work. Visua lizing your goals 
in a precise way will help you achieve them 

quickly and with surpri sing ease.

TAURUS

You’ll find yourself in a situation that puts the 
spotlight on you and gives you the tools to set 
new goals. You’ll take pride in your achieve-
ments, which will significantly increase your 
self-esteem.

GEMINI

If you have plans to move, you’ll start getting 
boxes and administrative tasks ready to get a 
head start. Alternatively, you may make plans 
to renovate part of your home.

CANCER

This week, you’ll deal with traffic jams and 
miscommunications. Look for alternate routes 
and charge your phone before leaving the 
house to avoid de lays and other annoyances.

LEO

You’ll be given free rein on a project or train-
ing course. Financing and ot her tools will 

become available to you, and you’ll manage to 
secure your reti rement in a rather unexpected 
way.

VIRGO

You’ll be determined to better your life and im-
prove your situation. If you take action, you’ll 
succeed. All you have to do is take the first 

step to set things in motion.

LIBRA

You may be short-tempered this week. You’ll 

feel like you’re treading w a ter and waiting for 

everyone else. You may need to take a step 

back to move forward.

SCORPIO

You’ll organize a meeting or event that brings 

the whole company together at work. You’ll 

also work with several clients, which will 

increase your income. Abundance is on your 

doorstep.

SAGITTARIUS

A project will require special attention. You 

may encounter delays in every aspect of your 

life. For example, you’ll be put on hold or 

choose the wrong line at the grocery store.

CAPRICORN

Summer holidays are just around the cor-

ner. Now is the time to make plans to ensure 

you can visit all the attractions on your list. 

You may need to book a day camp for your 

children.

AQUARIUS

You’ll be put in a situation that inspi res your 

work or family life. You’ll have the opportunity 

to set new and exci ting goals.

PISCES

If you’re still in the early stages of your rela-

tionship, you’ll receive a mar riage proposal or 

another gesture of commitment. Your signifi-

cant other will declare their undying love for 

you in a big way, much to your delight.

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!

RESTORATION NEWSMEDIA COLUMNISTS

6B     THE ENTERPRISE  |  springhopeenterprise.com   Wednesday, May 11, 2022  

Advocates ponder the future of abortion in NC
By Elizabeth Thompson  
and Rose Hoban
North Carolina Health News

As abortion rights advo-
cates across the country 
chewed over a leaked 
U.S. Supreme Court draft 
opinion that would strike 
down the 1973 landmark 
Roe v. Wade decision that 
legalized abortion, North 
Carolina Democrats em-
phasized the importance of 
the state government’s role 
in keeping abortion legal.

At a press conference at 
the N.C. General Assembly 
last week, North Carolina 
Democrats and abortion 
rights advocates stressed 
that the draft opinion is not 
yet in effect.

State Sen. Natalie Mur-
dock (D-Durham), said 
the future of abortion “will 
begin in the states.”

“What we now unfortu-
nately know is we cannot 
depend on the U.S. Su-
preme Court,” Murdock 
said. “It is up to us and state 
legislative bodies to con-
tinue to hold the line to say 
that we will fight to main-

tain full freedom and auton-
omy over our bodies so that 
we can determine our own 
future and destiny.”

The leaked draft opinion, 
written by Justice Samuel 
Alito, would overrule Roe 
v. Wade, which gave preg-
nant people the ability to 
choose to have an abortion 
without excessive govern-
ment restriction. 

Should the draft become 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion, it would throw deci-
sions about abortion access 
to state governments, 
instead of being a federally 
recognized right.

Meanwhile, North Caro-
lina has laws on the books 
that limit the ability to get 
an abortion. Some of those 
statutes pre-date 1973, 
when Roe went into effect, 
and some were penned 
after in attempts to chip 
away at Roe’s allowances. 

But what would happen 
in North Carolina is far 
from clear.

CROSSING STATE LINES

In the past year, Texas 

and Oklahoma passed re-
strictive abortion laws that 
only allow the procedure 
for up to six weeks after 
conception. In the wake of 
implementation, abortion 
providers in other states 
have said they’ve seen pa-
tients arriving from Texas.

“We have helped pa-
tients come in from as far 
as the Rio Grande Valley, 
all the way to our clinic in 
Minnesota or our clinic 
in Virginia or Maryland,” 
Sonja Miller, head of the 
Texas-based Whole Wom-
an’s Health Alliance, told 
a gathering of health care 
journalists in Austin, Texas, 
this past weekend. 

Whole Woman’s Health, 
which also has clinics 
in other states, recently 
opened a clinic south of 
Minneapolis.

“(We) began serving our 
first patients with in-clinic 
surgical procedures at 
the end of February,” said 
Miller.

Miller referred to surgi-
cal abortions, which tend 
to take place after about 
12 weeks of pregnancy 
and require a physical 
procedure done by a health 
care provider. In recent 
years, people looking to 
terminate a pregnancy 
have also had the option of 
“medical” abortion, which 

uses a combination of mife-
pristone and misoprostol 
pills to end a pregnancy. 
Medical abortions can be 
self-administered by the 
person seeking an abortion 
and can only be used for 
up to about 12 weeks after 
conception. 

Miller said that her orga-
nization deliberately situ-
ated the Minnesota facility 
close to the airport. 

“We … opened it because 
we wanted a place that 
is in a safe state, a haven 
state,” she said. “Minnesota 
is such a state where we 
could take our patients.”

She said that about 30% 
of the patients currently 
being seen at that clinic are 
from outside of Minnesota, 
with many arriving from 
Texas.

‘SQUISHY LANGUAGE’

In 2020 in North Carolina 
(the latest year for state 
statistics), the N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services recorded 25,058 
abortions, with 37.4% of 
procedures done surgically, 
and 59.1% of abortions ac-
complished using the com-
bination of pills. (DHHS 
data notes that 3.5% of pro-
cedures are “unknown.”)

Statistics show of all the 
procedures taking place in 

North Carolina in that year, 
almost 99% of procedures 
were performed on state 
residents.

That could change, said 
Meghan Boone, a faculty 
member at the Wake For-
est University law school 
who specializes in issues of 
constitutional law and re-
productive rights. She said 
North Carolina could see 
an influx of people seeking 
abortion care in the com-
ing months if the Supreme 
Court strikes down Roe 
later this summer.

North Carolina is circled 
by states that have so-
called “trigger laws” which 
go into effect to restrict or 
ban abortion should the 
Supreme Court overturn 
Roe, she explained. And it 
is likely that South Caro-
lina, Tennessee and West 
Virginia would all ban 
abortion as soon as the 
Supreme Court decision is 
made.

The laws on North Caro-
lina’s books, however, are 
less clear.

“There’s a little bit of sort 
of squishy language in 14-
44,” Boone said referring 
to the North Carolina law 
written in 1881 that made 
abortion illegal.

That law was altered in 
modern times, first by a 
1967 law that made abor-
tion legal to preserve the 
life of the mother, in the 
case of the pregnancy re-
sulting from rape or incest, 
or if  “the child would be 
born with grave physical or 
mental defect.”

Eventually, state law was 
altered in 1973 to conform 
with the Roe v. Wade rul-
ing that had been decided 
earlier that year, but the 
North Carolina statute 
placed a prohibition on 
procedures taking place 
after the 20th week of preg-
nancy. That post-20-week 
ban was struck down by a 
federal judge in the Bryant 
v. Woodall case, which was 
decided in 2021. 

All those layers of laws 

and court decisions make 
for a murky picture in the 
absence of Roe, Boone 
said. 

“You have one part of 
the criminal code that says 
‘you can’t do this,’ but then 
other parts of the criminal 
code that say, ‘you can do 
this in these sorts of cir-
cumstances, situations’” 
she said. “It’s just not clear 
that you would be able to 
criminally prosecute some-
one under these earlier 
laws in the face of more 
modern laws that suggests 
that legal abortions are 
legal.”

ENFORCEMENT IN A POST-ROE 

WORLD

It’s also not clear what 
would have to happen to 
make North Carolina’s 
older laws go into effect. 

“You could have a pros-
ecutor who decided to 
bring charges, and then 
I think in the face of that 
you would have a crimi-
nal defendant who would 
make an argument that 
the law was no longer val-
id in light of the post-Roe 
subsequent changes to 
the criminal code, which 
made their particular cir-
cumstance legal,” Boone 
said.

There’s also the pos-
sibility that the legislature 
could act, she said. But 
Democratic Gov. Roy 
Cooper has vetoed several 
abortion bills passed by the 
Republican-majority legis-
lature since he was elected 
in 2016. 

Cooper doubled down on 
his support for abortion in 
a recent tweet, as the Su-
preme Court leak started to 
go viral on social media.

There could be fur-
ther legislative action to 
reinstate the 20-week 
limitation law, but with a 
Democratic governor and 
too few Republicans in 
the legislature to override 
a gubernatorial veto that 
seems unlikely.

Home Repairs Public 
Notices

Notice to Creditors and Others in 
the Estate of Christine Bissette 
Bryant, deceased, late of Middlesex, 
North Carolina, who died on April 11, 
2021. Take notice that all persons 
having claims upon the estate of 
the above named must file with the 
undersigned Estate Trustee by Au-
gust 2, 2022 a full statement of their 
claims and securities held by them.
Dickey Bryant
9980 West NC 97
Middlesex, NC 27557
The Enterprise
May 11, 18, 25, June 1, 2022
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