
Churches form 
partnership to fund 
Ukrainian relief
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Lakeside Baptist Church 
is paring with Košice Bap-
tist Church in Slovakia to 
provide relief services to 
Ukrainian refugees.

The partnership plan, 
developed and led by Jody 
Wright, Lakeside’s senior 
minister, links support 
from the Rocky Mount 
area with relief efforts 
underway at the church in 
Košice, located approxi-
mately 80 miles from the 
border with Ukraine. 

Russia invaded Ukraine 
in late February. Millions 
of Ukrainians have fled 
their country leading to a 
refugee crisis. The Košice 
mission site is a place of 

welcome and comfort 
where refugees fleeing 
their war-torn country 
can find rest, food and 
transportation assistance 
as they seek to rebuild 
their lives, re-locate or 
find long-term accommo-
dations elsewhere, said 
organizer Lela Chesson, 
a member of Lakeside 
Church.

“The church houses 
30 people at a time, and 
many of its members 
have taken refugees into 
their homes,” Chesson 
said. “The ministry is now 
expanding to include the 
shipping of food and sup-
plies to the border to be 
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No extra pay for Spring Hope police  
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

Spring Hope police officers 
will have to make do with a 3% 
cost of living adjustment for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

Commissioners held a special 
meeting Friday to vote to bal-
ance the ending 2021-22 budget 
but didn’t discuss the 2022-23 
budget.

A small crowd of residents 
showed up to show support for 
police officers.

They held signs outside town 
hall before the meeting. Signs 
have also been posted around 
town asking for a raise for local 

law enforcement.
The commissioners voted to 

approve the new budget earlier 
this month.

At that meeting, Police Chief 
Nathan Gant requested his of-
ficers receive a pay raise. Gant 
said it would cost the town mon-
ey if an officer leaves. He said 
that with the amount of vacation 
and comp time his officers have 
accrued the town would have to 
pay out around $4,000 to any of 
them if they left for employment 
elsewhere. That’s on top of the 
cost to train and equip new of-
ficers. Gant gives his annual pay 
increase he receives as chief to 
his officers.

Patrol officers in Spring Hope 

earn around $34,000 a year.
Town Manager Andrew De-

Ionno said the town simply 
can’t afford staff pay increases 
without a stiff property tax 
increase, which would mean 
Spring Hope would have one of 
the highest property tax rates in 
the state.

Residents started an online 
fundraiser to donate to police 
officers. Local fundraisers have 
also been discussed.

DeIonno said he conferred 
with town attorney Mark Ed-
wards who determined that any 
money given to the town on be-
half of police officers couldn’t be 
used for salaries but would have 
to be spent on equipment.

Spring Hope residents hold signs supporting salary increases for police 
officers outside a town board meeting Friday. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

Jan Mills honored by American Legion

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com |  

252-265-8117

The American Legion Post 
396 honored Jan Mills last week 
for her unwavering dedication 
to fallen heroes by placing flags 
on local veteran graves for two 
decades.

Every Memorial Day and Vet-
erans Day, Mills places flags on 
graves in Spring Hope and the 
surrounding area.

“I appreciate this so much,” 
Mills said when accepting a 
plaque from Post Commander 
Otto Hayes.

Hayes said he wanted every-
one to know who had been plac-
ing flags on veterans’ graves all 
these years.

“We want to thank you, thank 
you, thank you for your sup-
port,” Hayes said.

Mills said she began plac-
ing the flags when she was a 
Cub Scout leader. She started 
in Bunn and Spring Hope and 

eventually included Wilson and 
Vance counties.

“Wherever we found a cem-
etery that needed flags,” Mills 
said.

Mills has been involved in 
state government and local poli-
tics since the 1970s.

A retired state employee and 
former office manager for The 
Enterprise, Mills served four 
terms on the local board of edu-
cation, including two years as 
chairwoman.

Mills, who worked for the 
N.C. Department of Motor 
Vehicles for 17 years, served 
as a legislative assistant for 14 
sessions in the N.C. General 
Assembly, assistant to the presi-
dent of economic development 
for Triangle East and a member 
of Gov. Jim Hunt’s legislative 
lobby staff. She also served as 
a trustee for Nash Community 
College.

A Castalia native, Mills was a 
candidate for N.C. House Dis-
trict 25.

American Legion Post 396 Commander Otto Hayes presents a plague to Jan Mills, right, on June 16 honoring 
her for placing flags on veterans’ graves in the Spring Hope area every Memorial Day and Veterans Day for 
the last two decades. Mark Cone | Tar River Productions

Shooting victim 
remains in critical 
condition
From staff reports

MIDDLESEX — The victim in an early morning 
shooting last week remained in serious condition Mon-
day, said Police Chief Mike Collins.

At around 8:20 a.m. June 15, Collins and Officer A. 
Cone were on a call on West Hanes Avenue when they 
heard around eight gunshots. They saw a older model 
burgundy Honda Accord speeding out of town towards 
Stokes Road, Collins said.

“Before I could even get to my patrol vehicle, we were 
notified by dispatch that there had been a shooting and 
a victim was in the vicinity of Morgan Street,” Collins 
said. “Within minutes, a 50-year-old Black male victim 
was located with several gunshot wounds.”

First responders arrived and transported the victim to 
a hospital. The victim underwent surgery.

Collins called in the Nash County Sheriff’s Office to 
help with the investigation.

“We are currently asking anyone who may have any 
information on this incident or saw a late model bur-

Police recognize 
courageous life-
saving efforts
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

ROCKY MOUNT — In the immediate aftermath 
of a deadly shooting at a local restaurant last 
month, a coworker and three customers — includ-
ing a Southern Nash High School student — leapt 
into action to help a wounded employee, according 
to authorities.

The four people sought to provide aid to two 
victims who were shot at Chili’s in Rocky Mount 
on May 6, according to a recent review of videos 
from the restaurant and police officers’ body-worn 
cameras.

One victim, 38-year-old Natasha Berry, was fatal-
ly shot during this incident. A Chili’s employee suf-
fered a gunshot wound to the leg, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public information officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

Nytica Battle, 25, is accused of firing shots inside 
the restaurant. She has been charged with first-

See VICTIM, 2A See RELIEF, 2A See SAVING, 2A

Mills has been involved in state government 

and local politics since the 1970s.
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degree murder, attempted 
murder and going armed 
to the terror of the public.

As other customers fled 
the restaurant, former 
Halifax EMS employee 
Erik Russell remained be-
hind to tend to the fatally 
wounded Berry and call 
911.

“When officers arrived 
three minutes later, they 
saw Chili’s employee 
Makayla Hollins, 17, of 
Rocky Mount, perform-
ing life-saving measures 
on her wounded cowork-
er in a back room of the 
restaurant,” Jackson said.

Hollins applied heavy 
direct pressure to the vic-
tim’s gunshot wound with 
clean towels to slow the 
bleeding. After officers 
arrived, Hollins remained 
with the victim, holding 
him on the floor, comfort-
ing him and making calls 
to family members at his 
request to keep him calm.

Two other customers 
— Mariah Poland and 
Shaketa Whitaker — 
also rendered aid to the 
wounded employee after 
police arrived. Poland 
and Whitaker helped offi-
cers apply pressure to the 
employee’s injury.

Poland recently gradu-
ated from Southern Nash, 
where she was part of 
the Career and Techni-

cal Education Program, 
which allowed her to take 
nursing related courses. 

Poland, 17, also attend-
ed classes at Nash Com-
munity College working 
toward a nursing degree. 
She has been accepted 
into the Pirate Promise, 
which allows her to begin 
classes at NCC and auto-
matically transfer to East 
Carolina University as a 
junior to pursue nursing.

WRAL-TV reported 
earlier this month that 
Poland lied about her role 
in helping the injured em-
ployee but later corrected 
its online story to say Po-
land did render aid after 
police issued a statement 
confirming her involve-
ment.

Saving
continued from page 1A

Southern Nash High School senior Mariah Poland, right, poses with nursing instructor 
Crystal Kennedy. Police say Poland used her training to aid a shooting victim after a May 
6 incident at Chili’s in Rocky Mount. Contributed photo

NC preparing vaccine 
rollout for children under 5
From staff reports

RALEIGH — The North Carolina De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
is preparing for COVID-19 vaccine distri-
bution for children under 5 years old and 
to ensure families across the state have 
the information they need to access vac-
cines for their young children. Children 
are vulnerable to the COVID-19 virus 
just like everyone else.

A vaccine for children ages 6 months 
to 5 years could be authorized by the 
Food and Drug Administration and rec-
ommended by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention as soon as this 
weekend, and vaccinations in North Car-
olina could begin the week of June 20.

“We have never stopped working to 
ensure that vaccines are fast, fair and 
everywhere for North Carolinians,” said 
NCDHHS Secretary Kody H. Kinsley. 
“It is exciting that our best tool against 
COVID-19 — safe and effective vaccines 
— could soon be available to our young-
est North Carolinians, and because of 
our preparation, on day one in all 100 
counties.”

The department’s strategy for equi-
table vaccine distribution ensures vac-
cines will be available in all 100 North 
Carolina counties when the vaccine is 
authorized and recommended. All local 
health departments will receive vaccine 
doses, and more than 300 pediatric of-
fices in North Carolina have enrolled to 
provide the vaccine and expect to receive 
shipments over the next two weeks.

Vaccines will also be available in family 
medicine offices. In addition, vaccines 
will be available in pharmacies for chil-
dren 3 years and older.

Statewide communication efforts are 
underway to provide families with in-
formation about COVID-19 vaccines for 
children under 5. The NCDHHS is pre-
pared to:

• Host statewide town halls in both 
English and Spanish shortly after the po-
tential authorization to educate parents 
and families.

• Launch a digital, broadcast and so-
cial media education campaign that fea-
tures health care providers and families 
that participated in clinical trials for the 
vaccine.

• Send a postcard to families who have 
children who may be eligible for the new 
vaccines.

• Add additional resources to the 
Spring into Summer campaign, which 
includes more than 280 organizations in 
more than 60 counties across the state 
sharing messages around vaccination.

• Distribute materials through its 
Healthier Together partnership, which 
works with community-based organiza-
tions throughout the state to reach his-
torically marginalized communities.

The department says it has also done 
the following to help ensure a smooth 
rollout:

• Launched an “Intent to Vaccinate” 
survey to gauge providers’ interest in 
providing vaccine for children under 5.

• Opened vaccine order requests early 
for providers, which allowed NCDHHS 
to address vaccine deserts and gaps 
across the state and follow up with tar-
geted outreach and recruitment.

• Enrolled 71.9% of Vaccines for Chil-
dren providers in the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Program, with recruitment ongoing. The 
VFC program provides federal funding 
for providers to offer no-cost vaccines to 
low-income families.

• Held biweekly meetings with pro-
vider associations to answer questions 
and assist with enrollment, with meet-
ings ongoing.

• Worked with obstetricians/gynecolo-
gists around the state to increase aware-
ness and knowledge of the vaccine to 
reach caregivers of younger children.

“Our youngest residents will have the 
opportunity to be protected from COV-
ID-19 if the FDA and CDC move forward 
with authorizing and recommending 
vaccines,” said Susan Kansagra, M.D.,the  
NCDHHS’ assistant secretary for public 
health and state health officer. “We know 
parents are anxiously awaiting this deci-
sion, and we are working with providers 
to be ready to bring the protection of 
these safe and effective vaccines.”

For more information about how vac-
cines for children work and where you 
can find a vaccination appointment 
nearby, visit MySpot.nc.gov.

The North Carolina COVID-19 Vaccine 
Help Center can also help you make an 
appointment by calling 888-675-4567. 
The help center is open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. on weekdays and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
weekends. Parents and guardians with 
questions about COVID-19 vaccines can 
also talk with their child’s health care 
provider.

gundy Honda Accord in 
town to please contact the 
Middlesex Police Depart-
ment as soon as possible,” 
Collins said. “I would like 

the citizens of Middlesex 
to know we take this act 
of violence in our quiet 
town seriously, and we 
believe it was a random 
act and the threat is long 
gone.”

Collins asks that anyone 
with security cameras 
in the area look to see if 

they see red or burgundy 
Honda Accord between 7 
and 8:30 a.m. June 15.

Collins said his depart-
ment will continue to 
work with the sheriff’s 
office to exhaust every 
lead to find the person 
responsible for the shoot-
ing.

transported by individuals 
to besieged towns and cit-
ies.”

Expansion of services 
also focuses on transpor-
tation for people traveling 
to and from the border 
and for ministers and 

chaplains offering help 
and hope to those in need.  

More than $18,000 in 
contributions from Lake-
side and the Rocky Mount 
area has already been 
directed to the Košice mis-
sion site. Additional dona-
tions will aid in expansion 
of the mission services, 
Chesson said.

Individuals, groups 
and organizations may 

contribute by visiting 
the “Give” page on the 
Lakeside website, www.
lakesidechurchrmt.org, 
and choosing the Ukraini-
an Relief fund. Also, con-
tributions may be mailed 
to Lakeside Church, 
1501 Sunset Ave., Rocky 
Mount, NC, 27804. 

Mark donations as 
“Ukrainian Relief: Slova-
kia.”

Relief
continued from page 1A

Victim
continued from page 1A

USPS truck hits, kills cyclist
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A 
bicyclist died last week 
as result of a being struck 
by a U.S. Postal Service 
truck.

Timothy Jenkins, 62, 
was riding his bicycle east 
on the sidewalk along 
Sunset Avenue when he 
was struck by a USPS 
truck driven by Randy 
Bassa, 52, that turned out 
of the parking lot of En-
glewood Square Shopping 
Center, said Cpl. Ricky 
Jackson, public informa-
tion officer for the Rocky 
Mount Police Department.

At 4:10 p.m. June 

15, patrol officers and 
members of the Special 
Operations Traffic Crash 
Reconstruction Unit re-
sponded to a crash with 
injury in the 3000 block 
of Sunset Avenue near 
Roses in the Englewood 
Square Shopping Center, 
Jackson said. 

“Jenkins was injured 
but remained conscience 
while on scene,” Jackson 
said. “Nash County EMS 
transported Jenkins to 
Vidant Medical Center in 
Greenville by ambulance.”

Bassa received a crimi-
nal citation on-scene for 
violating N.C. General 
Statute 20-173 (c), which 

states, “The driver of a 
vehicle emerging from or 
entering an alley, build-
ing entrance, private 
road, or driveway shall 
yield the right-of-way 
to any pedestrian, or 
person riding a bicycle, 
approaching on any side-
walk or walkway extend-
ing across such alley, 
building entrance, road, 
or driveway.”

Police were notified 
later that day that Jenkins’ 
condition deteriorated and 
he died from his injuries at 
the hospital.

Bassa now faces a 
charge of misdemeanor 
death by motor vehicle.

Hwy 301 between Wilson & Rocky Mount at Sharpsburg
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Opinion

Celebrating  
a bittersweet 
Father’s Day

Father’s Day was a bit sad for me on Sunday. 
Not because I was still in a hospital after 19 days, 
though I was ready to go home Monday, but be-
cause my father and my wife’s father have both 
been gone to their reward long ago, but I still miss 
them.

My dad, Robert Ripley, a large and gregarious 
man with a booming voice and a generous heart, 
was a career naval officer who spent more than 
30 years in proud service of his country, most of 

them as captain of one ship or another. But he was also a naval 
briefer for President Kennedy during the Cuban Missile Crisis 
and late in his career spent multiple tours in the Pentagon build-
ing advanced surface ships.

He was a popular and well respected captain who just missed 
making admiral, and he gave his family a lifetime of memories 
— of times spent on board his ships and holiday dinners with 
the crew, of many cross-country trips by car as we traveled from 
coast to coast where there were large bodies of water, I enjoyed 
whole days in the city within the Pentagon and later spending 
summers going to work with him to my own job in the “puzzle 
palace.”

Thanks to him, we spent a year in Silicon Valley while it was 
still lush with apricot and peach orchards, enjoyed six months liv-
ing in England while he attended British war school, and Vickie 
and I later got to visit him and my family for a month in Athens, 
Greece, where he was stationed for three years as the senior rep-
resentative of the U.S. Navy. But my family, like many military 
families, also endured nine or 10 months of a time with him ab-
sent from our daily life, with no internet then to connect us, as his 
ships were deployed in combat zones and other assignments.

But his sons and daughter will miss most of all his large laugh 
and sometimes politically incorrect rich sense of humor, his com-
mand bearing and his deep, deep compassion that touched, even 
embraced, everyone he met — and certainly those he loved.

Vickie’s father, B.J. Corbett, was many inches shorter than my 
father but was no less a commanding presence in our lives. He, 
too, had a great sense of humor and a hearty laugh, and a deep 
reservoir of Christian values, topped off by Nash County common 
sense. Unlike my father, he was a quiet man who listened more 
than he spoke. But when he spoke, he had something to say and 
we listened.

B.J. Corbett, owner of Corbett Oil Company, played an impor-
tant role in the life of Bailey as his two daughters were growing 
up and beyond. He was one of the original founders of the Bai-
ley Fire Department and was for many years its chief. He was a 
proud and active Mason. He was a respected businessman who 
gave back to the town through the chamber of commerce and 
other business activities.

“Daddy” also had a great bass voice. In his younger years he 
sang in a gospel quartet and was a longstanding faithful member 
of the Bailey United Methodist Church choir. What I most remem-
ber and enjoyed were the many evenings after supper when his 
daughters and he gathered around the family’s upright piano and 
sang old gospel favorites in all their sweet harmonies.

I was later allowed to sing along with the family, best I could 
anyhow, and those evenings and the Corbett’s record collection 
introduced me to the richness of country gospel music as well as 
the beautiful vocals of barbershop.

Bobby Corbett enjoyed driving the roads of North Carolina, 
not only professionally on his oil truck but on short family trips 
throughout the state. In his later years he and his wife, Mary Lou, 
traveled around the country in their motor home for weeks at 
a time. I was privileged to go along on some of the family trips, 
which I found to be wholesome, inquisitive, adventurous, and for 
me, not a native North Carolinian, educational. They were special 
times.

The Corbetts were Mother and Daddy to their daughters and 
soon became so to me, adoptive parents when mine were far 
away. And through them, their families, and friends, I evolved 
from an out-of-state UNC graduate to a proud North Carolinian 
who loves Nash County and the small town life so many of us 
now fight to preserve.

I feel so fortunate to have had two strong fathers and I miss 
them both very much. I hope those of you who still have living 
fathers lavished on them great love and affection on Sunday. I 
was sad because I can no longer do the same, yet the memories of 
their lessons, example, and love are legacies time cannot erase.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s editor and 
publisher emeritus.

Our mayor’s obsession?
When there 

is a tie in the 
Senate, the 
vice president 
breaks that tie. 

Abiding by 
the same con-
cept, the may-
or of Spring 
Hope serves 

as the tiebreaker between our 
elected commissioners. We 
have five commissioners for 
a reason. And that reason is 
about as American as you can 
get. Majority rules. 

However, Mayor Kyle 
Pritchard is currently working 
to change this long-standing 
equation. He is hoping to use 
an existing state law as a prec-
edent to persuade the board 
to grant him, the mayor, the 
power to vote.

In my opinion, Mayor 
Pritchard is trying to fix a sys-

tem that is not broken. How 
often is there a tie vote? It is 
rare. The real issue is a lack 
of participation and initiative. 
Spring Hope has a laundry list 
of problems that require cre-
ative solutions. It is unrealistic 
(and perhaps unethical?) to 
rely solely on the town man-
ager and one committed com-
missioner to come up with 
solutions, while the rest of the 
commissioners simply show 
up to vote.

The mayor is elected to be 
the town representative. He or 
she should be the voice of the 
residents, as well as promote 
and support the actions of the 
board. The mayor is the town 
figurehead for public events, 
potential business opportuni-
ties and development. Garner-
ing support and participation 
from the residents of Spring 
Hope should also be a may-

oral priority. 
Ask yourself, has Mayor 

Pritchard’s obsession with 
gaining a vote distracted him 
from what the role of being a 
mayor actually entails?

The residents of Spring 
Hope voted, making it very 
clear who they wanted as 
their commissioners and their 
mayor. As much as I disagree 
with some of their choices, 
majority rules. And now to 
attempt to change the struc-
ture of the town government 
because of unhappiness with 
how commissioners vote, is 
circumnavigating that major-
ity.  

The mayor should be the 
tiebreaker, not the tie maker. 
Period.

Jason Himmelright is a Spring 
Hope resident and registered 
respiratory therapist.

Power is shifting toward parents
When I first 

began cover-
ing state poli-
tics and public 
policy in the 
late 1980s, 
North Caro-
lina families 
dissatisfied 
with the qual-

ity of education provided by 
their local school district had 
limited options.

Some could afford pri-
vate schools or to move to 
other communities where 
they hoped the assigned 
public schools were better. A 
few were brave enough to try 
homeschooling their children.

For most parents with con-
cerns about their assigned 
schools, however, the only re-
course was to complain to ad-
ministrators or try to elect dif-
ferent politicians to their local 
school boards. Neither option 
proved particularly effective.

Since then, the situation has 
dramatically changed for the 
better.

For one thing, the state 
legislature created three new 
options — chartered public 
schools, opportunity scholar-
ships for private education and 
educational savings accounts 
for special-needs students 
— that provide a wide range 
of choices for many North 
Carolina families. During the 
last school year, for example, 
some 130,000 students were 
enrolled in the state’s charter 
schools. Another 20,000 stu-
dents received opportunity 
scholarships to attend private 
schools. Some 13,000 addi-
tional students have applied 
for scholarships next year.

Partially in response to these 
policy changes, teachers and 
entrepreneurs have created 
new educational enterprises 
that seek to serve families in 
new ways. Some are new brick-
and-mortar schools and net-

works. Others offer “university 
model” education that blends 
in-person and at-home instruc-
tion. Still others provide text-
books, resources, supplemental 
services and other assistance to 
home-school families.

And with regard to the gover-
nance of school districts them-
selves, many North Carolinians 
are part of a national move-
ment to push back against 
slapdash instruction, politi-
cized curricula and operational 
decisions that fail to put the 
interests of students first. Ini-
tially frustrated by the lengthy 
COVID shutdowns imposed by 
state and local officials, parents 
grew angry when they saw 
firsthand what their children 
were being taught — or not be-
ing taught, as the case may be.

In the past, school board 
elections were relatively low-
turnout affairs in which local 
chapters of the North Caro-
lina Association of Educators 
— the state affiliate of the 
nation’s largest teacher union 
— often played outsized roles. 
The NCAE’s influence is ebb-
ing, however, thanks partly 
to changes in the timing and 
structure of school board elec-
tions and partly to the NCAE’s 
own missteps.

The organization is down to 
about 17,000 members, a tiny 
fraction of the total number of 
teachers and principals who 
staff North Carolina’s public 
schools. Even as the NCAE 
was shrinking, it was becom-
ing increasingly shrill and 
ideologically left-wing.

As a school choice propo-
nent and practitioner — my 
own children have attended a 
mixture of public and private 
schools — I recognize that ma-
ny North Carolinians continue 
to cherish their relationships 
with their local school dis-
tricts. They want their district-
run schools to succeed, even 
as they also favor expanded 

options for families who want 
something different.

To advocate choice and com-
petition, as I do, is not to ad-
vocate the abolition of public 
schools. In fact, I believe com-
petition makes school districts 
better. That’s the way most 
other fields of human endeav-
or, including preschool and 
higher education. As I’ve writ-
ten about many times, there’s 
good empirical evidence for 
the proposition that increas-
ing school choice options in a 
community tends to improve 
student achievement and 
educational attainment within 
public school districts, too.

Progressives disagree. They 
seek at least to roll back and 
constrain our school choice 
programs, if not to abolish them 
altogether. They’re not going to 
succeed, though. The constitu-
ency for these programs is too 
large and growing too rapidly.

Would you believe that North 
Carolina ranks seventh in the 
nation in the share of children 
educated outside of district-run 
public schools? I didn’t either 
until I examined the latest 
numbers from EdChoice.org. 
Only Delaware, Louisiana, 
Arizona, Hawaii, Florida and 
Pennsylvania had higher per-
centages of kids enrolled in pri-
vate, charter or home schools.

According to the most re-
cent estimates, about a quar-
ter of North Carolina kids 
were so enrolled last year. 
That’s going to continue to 
rise, no matter how loudly 
progressives complain about 
it. Parents’ voices are louder, 
and more numerous.

John Hood, a former reporter 
for The Enterprise, is a John 
Locke Foundation board 
member. His latest books, 
“Mountain Folk” and “Forest 
Folk,” combine epic fantasy 
with early American history 
(FolkloreCycle.com).
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

The Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

(Romans 8:26)

PRAYER: Dear Father, you know our needs before we ask. Hear us 

when we pray with words and without them. Amen.

KEN 
RIPLEY

JOHN 
HOOD

JASON 
HIMMELRIGHT



Sheriff: Dollar bill contained deadly fentanyl
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7818 

WILSON — When 
JoAnn Hickman stooped 
to pick up a dollar bill she 
saw on the sidewalk, she 
put it in her pocket, in-
tending to add it to a fund 
for her granddaughter.

She would later come to 
find out that the bill was 
laced with enough fen-
tanyl to kill her.

Hickman was shop-
ping at Staples in Wilson 
around 3:30 p.m. June 
16 when she found the 
tightly folded bill on the 
concrete.

“I didn’t think about it 
anymore until I got home,” 
Hickman said.

She showed the bill to 
her husband, Alvin.

“He said ‘Don’t touch 
it, don’t open it,’” she re-
called. “He would hardly 
touch it. He said that the 
day before, he had just 
heard on the news that 
people were folding up 
money like that and put-
ting that fentanyl in it. I 
am just glad that I didn’t 
open it up.”

Widespread news 
reports in other com-
munities say people are 
finding folded dollar bills 
with fentanyl inside, and 
authorities have warned 
residents not to pick up 
the bills.

Alvin Hickman placed 
the bill on a paper towel 
and gently opened it.

“And there it was, this 
little crystal-like stuff,” 
JoAnn Hickman said. “I 
called Sheriff Woodard to 
find out what I needed to 
do about it.”

Wilson County Sheriff 
Calvin Woodard Jr. sent 
narcotics detectives to the 
Hickman home.

“Narcotic detectives 
seized the dollar and test-
ed it,” said Wilson County 
Sheriff’s Office Chief of 
Staff Wanda Samuel. “The 
dollar bill tested positive 
for heroin laced with fen-
tanyl.”

Laboratory tests will be 
conducted to confirm the 
field test’s results. 

“We are just fortunate 
that no one touched it,” 
Hickman said.

Capt. Brad Carter of the 
sheriff’s office criminal 
investigation division said 
this is the first report of a 
laced dollar bill in Wilson 
County.

“Fentanyl is 50 to 100 
times stronger than hero-
in,” Carter said. “As little 
as 2 miligrams can be fatal 
to humans and pets.”

Carter said that fentanyl 
is added to heroin to in-
crease its potency and can 
be disguised as highly po-
tent heroin.

“Found money laced 
with fentanyl can be dan-
gerous,” Carter said. “Fen-
tanyl can be absorbed into 
the body by skin contact. 
Do not pick it up, but call 

law enforcement. If you 
come in contact with fen-
tanyl, immediately rinse 
your hands thoroughly for 
decontamination.”  

Hickman said that the 
bill could easily have been 
placed in a can of spare 
change the family keeps to 
bolster a grandchild’s sav-
ings account.

“It is sad that people 
want to hurt somebody 
that they don’t even 
know,” Hickman said. 
“My husband said that 
whoever did it could have 
been sitting in their car 
watching to see who was 
going to pick it up. We 
never know what a person 
will do. I just thank God 
that he kept me and my 
husband safe.”

Woodard said with all 

the concerns in the world 
today, finding money laced 
with a dangerous drug 
shouldn’t be something 
that worries people, but 
unfortunately, it is.

“If it was a user who 
dropped it, then you are 
just as much responsible 
as the drug dealer because 
carelessness can kill in-
nocent people,” Woodard 
said. “If it was a copycat, 
then understand that I 
am not Batman but the 
sheriff of Wilson County, 
and don’t think your day 
of reckoning won’t come 
soon.”

Woodard said the bill’s 
dangerous contents could 
have killed a child or any-
one.

“If passed from person 
to person, it could have 
contaminated others,” 
Woodard said. “Families, 
please educate your chil-
dren on picking up money, 
because you never know 
if this is part of something 
intentional our uninten-
tional which can cause 
harm.”

Hickman said she 
thanks God that her hus-
band saw the news clip.

“God has blessed us,” 
Hickman said. “I just fin-
ished telling a group of 
ladies that if you live by 
the word and you know 
that you are living a 
good life, a Christian life, 
nothing can harm you, 
and that’s the way I feel 
about it.”

According to a Drug En-
forcement Administration 
recommendation to first 
responders, fentanyl is a 
dangerous drug. 

“Inhalation of airborne 
powder is most likely to 
lead to harmful effects, 
but is less likely to oc-
cur than skin contact,” 
the agency states on its 
website. “Incidental skin 
contact may occur during 
daily activities but is not 
expected to lead to harm-
ful effects if the contami-
nated skin is promptly 
washed off with water.”

Use of personal pro-
tection equipment like 
rubber gloves is the most 
effective way of protecting 
a person from exposure to 
fentanyl.

Woodard said this issue 
is not a joke.

“This is a true incident 
that my special operations 
division is investigating,” 
he said. “More tests will 
be conducted, but a posi-
tive field test indicated the 
presence of heroin. If it 
is a joke, then I am not 
laughing. If it was mistak-
enly dropped, I am still not 
cracking a smile.”

Woodard said more 
information will be dis-
played on the Wilson 
County Sheriff’s Office 
mobile app. To down-
load the free application, 
search for “Wilson County 
Sheriff NC” in Apple’s 
App Store or the Google 
Play Store for Android 
devices.

“Please be safe and help 
your sheriff’s office bring 
those who try to hurt 
others to justice,” Wood-
ard said. “You can even 
submit anonymous tips 
through the app.  It is not 
about ‘I don’t want to talk’ 
... but about saving lives.”
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Charlie Curt Armstrong 
Apr 5, 1932 — Jun 19, 2022

Spring Hope....Charlie Curt Armstrong, age 90, 
passed away Sunday, June 19, 2022.

Charlie graduated from NC State in 1954 and 
was a lifetime wolfpack fan. He spent four years in 
the Army where he served his country as Lieuten-
ant.

He was preceded in death by his beloved wife 
of sixty - five years, Mabel Harrison Armstrong; 
son, Charlie Ray Armstrong; sister, Lerose Morris; 
brothers, Phillip Armstrong and James Alberta 
Armstrong.

He is survived by his daughters; Connie Coker 
(Charles) of Conetoe and Christy Armstrong of 
Rocky Mount; son, Curtis Armstrong (Carla) of 
Fuquay Varina; grandchildren, Charlie Armstrong, 
Jeremy Armstrong, and Jill Mazzie; eight great-
grandchildren; two great- great- grandchildren; 
two cats Lucky and Snowball.

Funeral services will be conducted Thurs-
day, June 23, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel of 
Spring Hope Funeral Home with the Rev. Gene 
Whitehouse officiating. Interment will follow at 
Peachtree Baptist Church Cemetery. Visitation will 
be one hour prior to the service.

OBITUARIES

JoAnn Hickman found this folded dollar bill on the sidewalk in Wilson last week. It 
contained the dangerous drug fentanyl, according to authorities. Contributed photo 

Keep children safe this summer
For The Enterprise

Now that schools are out 
and more kids are home, 
local officials are sharing 
child safety reminders to 
help families stay safe this 
summer. 

“We know everyone is 
ready to get outside and 
have some fun this sum-
mer,” said Wilson County 
Department of Social 
Services Director Glenn 
Osborne. “We encourage 
families to spend quality 
time together but also re-
mind parents to be vigilant 
about keeping their chil-
dren safe this season.

“Warmer weather 
means families will gather 
around pools and near the 
water, and this increases 
the risks of drowning. 
Higher temperatures 
also increase the risk of 
children being left in hot 
cars.”

According to the N.C. 
Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner, 24 children 
died from drowning in 
North Carolina in 2020. Of 
those deaths, 10 drown-
ings occurred in a pool, 
two in a bathtub, nine in a 
lake, two in the ocean, two 

in ponds, and six in other, 
non-standard locations.

“Drownings happen 
quickly and quietly,” said 
Michael Cobb, Wilson 
County Emergency Med-
ical Services director. 
“Children should always 
be actively supervised 
in and around water. 
Among preventable in-
juries, drowning is the 
leading cause of death 
for children 1-4 years 
old.”

Swimming lessons are 
a great resource to help 
parents with concerns 
about water safety, county 
officials said. According to 
the Children’s Safety Net-
work, formal swimming 
lessons reduce the risk of 
drowning in 1- to 4-year-
old children by 88%.

Swimming lessons 
are available through 
the city of Wilson this 
summer. Go to the short-
ened link https://tinyurl.
com/2p9btx75 to learn 
more.

Along with water safety, 
officials noted the danger-
ous temperatures typical 
to North Carolina during 
the summer can have 

devastating impacts on 
children.

“We want to reinforce 
the message that if resi-
dents see a child left in a 
hot vehicle, they should 
call 911 immediately,” Os-
borne said.

Wilson County Health 
Director Teresa Ellen 
shares those sentiments. 
“Internal vehicle tem-
peratures rise dangerously 
fast. Take that extra few 
seconds and check your 
backseat when exiting. 
It’s also a good time to 
remember to limit your 
outdoor time, drink plenty 
of fluids and check on the 
elderly. No matter how ac-
customed you are to North 
Carolina’s summer heat, 
we all have to take extra 
steps to keep our bodies 
cool when exposed to the 
elements.”

Heatstroke, also known 
as hyperthermia, is the 
leading cause of non-
crash, vehicle-related 
deaths for children. It oc-
curs when the body isn’t 
able to cool itself quickly 
enough and the body tem-
perature rises to danger-
ous levels. Young children 

are particularly at risk, as 
their bodies’ heat up three 
to five times faster than an 
adult’s.

“A car can heat up 19 
degrees in 10 minutes, 
and cracking a window 
doesn’t help,” said Ash-
ley Spencer, Safe Kids 
Wilson County. “Heat-
stroke can happen any-
time, anywhere. We don’t 
want to see this happen 
to any family. That’s 
why Safe Kids is asking 
everyone to help pro-
tect kids from this very 
preventable tragedy by 
never leaving your child 
alone in a car, not even 
for a minute.” 

According to research 
done by the Department 
of Meteorology and Cli-
mate Science at San Jose 
State University, three 
children have died in a hot 
car in the United States 
thus far in 2022. Since 
1998, 910 children have 
died from heatstroke-
related deaths from being 
left in hot cars in the US; 
35 of those children died 
in North Carolina.

To report child abuse or 
neglect, dial 911.

Commissioners approve Franklin budget
For The Enterprise

LOUISBURG — Franklin Coun-
ty’s Board of Commissioners unani-
mously approved the fiscal year 
2023 budget during a special called 
meeting on June 13. 

County Manager Kim Denton 
presented the recommended bud-
get on May 16. Commissioners 
conducted two work sessions and 
a public hearing prior to approving 
the final budget. 

“Budget preparation is a complex 
task and I appreciate the hard work 
of our county’s leadership team and 
the support of the board throughout 
the process,” Denton said.

Based on public input, the board 
added two items to the manager’s 
recommended budget, including 
adding $439,106 to the recommend-
ed Franklin County School’s operat-
ing expense budget and increasing 
the cost-of-living adjustment for 
county employees from 2% to 3%.

Highlights from the budget include:
• $101,883,705 General Fund 

budget
• One cent decrease in current tax 

rate (from $0.795 to $0.785)
• 17 new county positions to keep 

up with growth and need for ser-
vices

• 20 new vehicles (including 10 
for the sheriff’s office)

• 3% COLA (cost of living adjust-
ment) for county employees effec-
tive Jan. 9, 2023

• $23,410,978 to Franklin County 
Schools

The manager’s recommended 
budget for the fiscal year 2023 in-
cluded the largest education budget 
ever recommended.

“The county manager recognizes 
the value of education and high-per-
forming schools to the overall eco-
nomic success of Franklin County,” 
Denton said. “Successful schools 
make our county a great place to be.”

During the meeting, Denton ex-
plained the complexities that exist 
for education funding and the im-
portance of working with the lead-
ership of Franklin County Schools 

to meet future needs. The board ap-
proved a budget of $23,410,978 for 
educational funding which includes 
not only operating expenses but 
also capital expenses.  

The county will work with FCS to 
address an additional $2 million in 
capital expenditures for two large 
projects. The county also pays an-
nually $6,148,796 in debt payments 
for the school’s $40.2 million debt 
pushing the county’s commitment 
to education to more than $30 mil-
lion annually.

Denton and FCS Superintendent 
Rhonda Schuhler will meet quarter-
ly or as often as needed to address 
declines or increases in enrollment 
and how those changes affect fund-
ing formulas and facilities needs.

The FY23 Budget is available at 
www.franklincountync.gov under 
the Finance Department page. 
While on the website, users can sign 
up to receive regular emails from 
Franklin County by clicking the 
“Get Email Updates” button on the 
homepage.
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National Dems to boost  
Davis’ campaign
By Corey Friedman
cfriedman@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7813 

Democratic U.S. House nominee 
Don Davis will benefit from his party’s 
national fundraising and coordinating 
arm as he campaigns to succeed Rep. 
G.K. Butterfield.

The Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee added Davis to its 
“Red to Blue” program for top-tier can-
didates in competitive races, the Greene 
County state senator announced June 
14. The designation could turbocharge 
his fundraising efforts, adding air 
support from Washington as Davis 
prepares to face Republican nominee 
Sandy Smith in November.

“As a veteran, minister, small-town 
mayor and state senator representing 
eastern North Carolina, Don Davis 
always rolled up his sleeves to get to 
work for North Carolinians,” DCCC 
regional press secretary Monica Robin-
son said in a news release. “Now, he’s 
stepping up again to bring his commit-
ment to public service to Congress. He’s 
a champion for North Carolina families, 
and the DCCC is excited to work with 
Don from now until Election Day.”

North Carolina’s 1st Congressional 
District contest is one of three races 
drawing DCCC involvement. Fellow 
Democratic House hopefuls Wiley 
Nickel in the 13th District and Jeff Jack-
son in the 14th District also have joined 
the committee’s “Red to Blue” program, 
which Capitol Hill news outlet CQ roll 
call described as “special protection” for 
Democrats in battleground districts.

Davis won the Democratic Party 
nomination on May 17, besting three 
other candidates with 63% of the vote. 
But Smith, who leapfrogged seven 
GOP hopefuls in the primary to win 
the Republican nomination, raised and 
spent substantially more money in the 
race’s early stages. 

First-quarter campaign finance re-
ports showed Smith hauled in $1.26 
million during the overall election cycle, 
though she spent much of that money 
on the primary and had $232,170.21 in 

cash on hand when the quarter ended 
March 31. Davis raised $426,235.43 and 

had a healthy $323,825.38 
left in the bank at the quar-
ter’s close.

Second-quarter reports 
that include fundraising 
totals from April 1 through 
June 30 are due to the Fed-
eral Elections Commission 
by July 15.

In a news release from his 
campaign, Davis expressed 
appreciation for the 
DCCC’s formal backing. 

“I’m proud of the broad 
coalition of support that our 
campaign has continued to 
receive,” he said. “In Con-

gress, I’ll continue delivering results for 
the people of eastern North Carolina.”

The Cook Political Report assigns the 
redrawn 1st District a partisan voting 
index of D+3, meaning the average 
Democrat has a three percentage point 
advantage over the average Republican 
based on voting trends from the last 
two presidential elections. 

Butterfield, who will retire from Con-
gress when his ninth term expires in 
January, endorsed Davis as his preferred 
successor during the primary. The long-
time incumbent’s support landed Davis 
on House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn’s 
radar, with Clyburn issuing an endorse-
ment six days before the May election.

Robinson expressed confidence in 
all three North Carolina “Red to Blue” 
candidates. Davis, Nickel and Jackson 
are all N.C. Senate veterans. Davis and 
Nickel are still serving in the General 
Assembly, while Jackson resigned last 
year to campaign for the Democratic 
U.S. Senate nomination. He later with-
drew from that race and endorsed Cheri 
Beasley, the eventual nominee.

“Every one of them is battle-tested 
and knows how to run a winning cam-
paign in North Carolina,” Robinson 
said. “The DCCC looks forward to 
working alongside these champions 
from now until November and sending 
them to Congress this fall.”

Davis

Smith

First-quarter campaign finance reports showed Smith hauled 

in $1.26 million during the overall election cycle, though she 

spent much of that money on the primary and had $232,170.21 

in cash on hand when the quarter ended March 31.

NCDOT encourages  
summer drone safety
From staff reports

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina officials are brac-
ing for one of the busiest 
summers yet for wildly 
popular drone devices.

Across the state, there’s 
about 15,000 registered 
recreational drones and 
more than 9,500 regis-
tered commercial drones, 
according to the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

The unmanned aircraft 
systems can be dangerous, 
if not operated properly, 
said NCDOT Director of 
Aviation Bobby Walston.

That’s why the N.C. 
Department of Transpor-
tation is reminding every-
one to follow drone safety 
guidelines to have a fun 
and safe summer.

“In North Carolina, we 
are always seeking new 

ways to push the bound-
aries of how we can use 
drones, but safety remains 
our first priority,” Walston 
said. “Drones can be fun 
and useful, but they can 
also be dangerous if mis-
used.”

NCDOT’s Division of 
Aviation has provided the 
following tips to help pi-
lots make sure they’re fly-
ing safely and legally:

• Always fly no more 
than 400 feet above 
ground level.

• Always keep the drone 
within your visual line of 
sight.

• Respect people’s pri-
vacy.

• Avoid flying over 
events or crowds; never 
fly directly over people.

• Never fly near or 
above prisons or airports.

• Don’t fly at night with-

out proper training and 
lights.

In addition to these 
guidelines, drone pilots 
are advised to take the 
time to learn about the 
state and federal laws gov-
erning drones, as well as 
local restrictions in their 
area.

Anyone interested in 
flying a drone in North 
Carolina for commercial 
or government operations 
must obtain a permit 
from the N.C. Division 
of Aviation. Before ap-
plying, prospective users 
must pass NCDOT’s UAS 
Knowledge Test. The per-
mitting system began in 
2016 and is designed to 
help drone owners better 
understand restrictions 
on drone use through a 
simple and efficient on-
line process.

State transportation officials say safe, proper use of drones becomes more important 
during the summer with the increasing popularity of such devices. Contributed photo

Local, federal dragnet  
catches six fugitives
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — City 
police and federal agen-
cies conducted a fugitive 
warrant round-up last 
week, netting six suspects 
charged with various 
crimes.

“We appreciate the as-
sistance from our federal 
partners as the men and 
women of the RMPD ac-
tively and courageously 
continue to deliver a pro-
active approach to crime 
reduction and creating 
a safer environment in 
Rocky Mount,” said Capt. 
Tim Bunt, interim com-
mander for the Special 
Operations Division of the 
Rocky Mount Police De-
partment.

Participating federal 
agencies included the 
U.S. Marshal’s Eastern 
Regional Fugitive Task 
Force, the Department of 
Homeland Security and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives.
• Chancey Quarmaine 

Whitehead, 
31, faces a 
charges of six 
counts of first-
degree sex 
offense.

• Sherman 
Levon Hatch, 
43, faces a 
charge of 
assault with 
serious bodily 
injuries.

• Lindsey 
Kenisha Car-
roll, 37, faces 
charges of 
felony larceny 
by employee, 
carrying a 
concealed 
weapon, two 
counts of ut-
tering forged 
instruments 

and obtaining property by 
false pretense.

• Antwan Elijah High, 
23, faces charges of failure 

to heed light or siren, flee-
ing to elude arrest with 

a motor ve-
hicle, driving 
while license 
revoked not 
impaired, hit-
and-run leav-
ing the scene 
with property 
damage, fel-
ony breaking 
and entering, 
communicat-
ing threats, 
failure to stop 
at a steady red 
light, speed in 
excess of 65 
mph and reck-
less driving to 
endanger.

• Quadree 
Deonte Ar-
rington, 28, 
faces a charge 
of larceny by 

employee. 
• Lakiya Keneitra Roys-

ter, 18, faces a charge of 
with larceny by employee.

Whitehead

Hatch

Caroll

High

Arrington

Royster

Endless Yard Sale
Larry Osborne puts out more bug spray during last week’s 301 Endless Yard Sale at 

the booth he runs with his wife and in-laws at the Wilson County Fairgrounds. The 

annual sale, held the third Friday and Saturday each year, extends more than 100 

miles along the busy U.S. 301 corridor in North Carolina including Rocky Mount 

and Sharpsburg in Nash County.  Brie Handgraaf | Times
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COVID-19 medications widely available  
now in NC, but how are they being used?
By Caroline Willingham
Carolina Public Press

More than two years since 
the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, North Carolinians 
are adapting to a new way of life 
with the virus, as well as ways of 
treating infections.

Since vaccines became widely 
available in late 2020, many 
people’s priorities shifted from 
isolation to reinvigorating so-
cial, emotional and community 
connections. However, the vac-
cines do not provide complete 
protection, though they help 
prevent severe cases, hospital-
izations and deaths.

With full vaccination rates in 
North Carolina at 62.4%, just 
below the national average of 
66.3%, according to the Mayo 
Clinic, people are still feeling 
the effects of the virus.

Treatments have been devel-
oped to help fight COVID-19 
cases once people test positive, 
although awareness of these 
treatments is much lower than 
for the vaccine.

Dr. Brent McQuaid, a pulmo-
nary and critical care physician 
and the lead COVID-19 physi-
cian for Cone Health in Greens-
boro, said many people have 
heard about these treatments 
and may be aware of their exis-
tence, but they often don’t know 
the nuances of them.

Because most people formed 
their perspectives of COVID-19 
early in the pandemic, when no 
treatments existed yet, they are 
often surprised by what is avail-
able and what they are eligible 
to receive when they test posi-
tive, McQuaid said.

This lack of knowledge about 
COVID-19 treatments can be a 
slight barrier in getting patients 
to seek treatment, but Cone 
Health and local providers are 
working to promote education, 
he said.

Vaccine usage information is 
readily available on all health 
department websites for North 
Carolina counties, but informa-
tion about these medication 
treatments requires a bit more 
digging to find.

According to the N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services provider guide, avail-
able treatments for patients who 
test positive and who are at high 
risk for progression to severe 
COVID-19 include Paxlovid 
and Molnupiravir, which are 
both five-day oral antiviral pills, 
and Bebtelovimab and Veklury 
(remdesivir), which are single 
IV infusions.

Another treatment offered is 
Evusheld, which is a preventive 
treatment that provides extra 
protection against COVID-19 
for those who are immunocom-
promised or otherwise unable to 
be vaccinated.

These treatments are all avail-
able by prescription from physi-
cians. Patients should be moni-

tored after treatment. McQuaid 
commented that Cone is primar-
ily using the oral antivirals lately 
now that they are more readily 
available and because they are 
easier for both patients and pro-
viders to use.

The federal government has 
supplied state governments 
with these treatments to aid in 
curbing COVID-19 cases, hospi-
talizations and deaths. The feds 
also created the Test-to-Treat 
initiative in March, with the goal 
of providing additional locations 
where patients could access 
tests, providers and treatments 
all in one place.

HARD TO CONFIRM USAGE

The NCDHHS has a page on 
its COVID-19 website dedicated 
to Test-to-Treat, with a locator 
for sites that offer these ser-
vices.

However, though these treat-
ments are available to patients 
throughout the state, their usage 
is hard to confirm. Nationwide, 
COVID-19 medications some-
times end up sitting on shelves, 
according to news media re-
ports.

In North Carolina, some out-
lets have described low usage 
and prescription of COVID-19 
treatments.

Gov. Roy Cooper’s office 
released a statement in early 
May about these treatments: “In 
addition to preventive vaccines 
which significantly reduce seri-
ous illness and death, there are 
now highly effective and safe 
treatments available if you get 
COVID-19 that may only involve 
taking pills,” Cooper said in the 
statement.

“If you test positive, don’t de-
lay because starting treatment 
early is important.”

“  Most North Carolinians are 
eligible for treatment, so we 

encourage health care providers 
and patients to have a conversa-
tion about treatment options if 
there has been a recent diagno-
sis of COVID-19,” said Dr. Susan 
Kansagra, deputy state health 
officer and senior deputy public 
health director at DHHS.

About two-thirds of North 
Carolina’s adult population are 
considered high risk, according 
to the governor’s office.

Whether this trend of unused 
medications will hold true for 
North Carolina remains difficult 
to see, as clearly organized and 
detailed metrics that were avail-
able for vaccine distribution 
don’t exist for treatments.

Regularly published alloca-
tions show how much medica-
tion the state is receiving and 
how the drugs are being dis-
tributed to providers and health 
care centers across different 
regions. But these do not show 
how much of the medication is 
being prescribed or used once 
distributed.

“The supply of therapeutics 
is currently meeting demand 
in North Carolina,” a DHHS 
spokesperson said. 

“NCDHHS is constantly moni-
toring the situation, as demand 
does fluctuate with case counts 
and other factors such as im-
pacts from new variants.”

McQuaid said Cone has had 
plenty of access to the treat-
ments in recent months — after 
the omicron surge of early 2022 
— and the hospital is able to 
prescribe them to all patients 
who need them.

He also pushed against the 
idea that treatments on shelves 
are a problem and noted that 
this stockpiling likely only ap-
pears to be an issue as people 
compare it to how low the stock 
was during the winter surge.

“If we were to see something 
like that (omicron surge) again, 

it’s nice to know that we’ve got 
a stockpile that’s ready to go,” 
he said in reference to the avail-
ability of the drugs.

According to DHHS, in late 
March and early April, alloca-
tions were reduced and some re-
quests were denied, not because 
of supply issues, but because 
requesting providers had more 
than the three-week minimum 
self-reported inventory.

The DHHS spokesperson said 
the oral antiviral treatments are 
allocated to states weekly, and 
the amounts are determined 
with either population data or 
case rates and hospitalizations, 
depending on the specific drug.

Currently, all requests for 
these medications are filled 
“regardless of region, as long 
as the quantity requested by the 
provider is reasonable based on 
their utilization history,” DHHS 
said.

Over the last five allocation 
periods — between April 18 and 
May 25 — total allocations for 
all state counties were:

• 4,100 Paxlovid orders.
• 528 Molnupiravir orders.
• 2,615 Bebtelovimab orders.
• 2,784 Evusheld orders. 
No Veklury (remdesivir) al-

locations were shown in the 
portal.

According to the DHHS CO-
VID-19 Cases & Deaths Dash-
board, over a similar period 
of April 18 to May 21, North 
Carolina, with a total population 
of about 10.5 million people, re-
ported about 2.7 million positive 
cases and 24,537 deaths.

McQuaid said Cone Health 
was very careful to track the 
treatments’ usage and efficacy 
when they first received them.

“We put hours and days of 
work into these protocols to 
one, quickly identify the sickest 
patients, in other words, those 
who are the most at risk … and 

two, to get it to them as fast as 
possible,” he said.

This helps the community by 
protecting those who are at high 
risk for complications, he said, 
as well as helping the health 
systems by keeping as many 
people out of the hospital as 
possible.

These treatments have been 
a vital part of keeping people 
healthy amid COVID-19, but 
they are also quite new and 
involve many nuances that Mc-
Quaid said providers need to 
consider.

“This is not as straightforward 
as prescribing, say, amoxicillin,” 
he said. “These drugs are under 
emergency use authorization, so 
there’s a lot of scrutiny around 
making sure we are prescribing 
them responsibly.”

McQuaid and a group of col-
leagues within Cone Health 
formed a committee on this 
exact issue nearly a year ago, 
whereby they have compiled 
research and created education 
initiatives for local providers 
about these medications.

Bringing expertise from phar-
macists and physicians of vari-
ous backgrounds, the group has 
created a comprehensive guid-
ance document for providers 
to reference, and it is updated 
regularly as they learn more. 
The group also conducts webi-
nars and educational sessions 
with providers.

McQuaid has been an integral 
part of this initiative, and he is 
seeing positive outcomes. He re-
called an exciting moment just 
a couple of weeks ago when one 
of the providers he advises was 
one of the first local physicians 
to prescribe monoclonal anti-
bodies on her own.

“Whenever you try to teach a 
large group of physicians a new 
strategy, there’s always going 
to be challenges, but I think it’s 
gone pretty well so far.”

McQuaid and DHHS encour-
age people to reach out to their 
providers early on when experi-
encing symptoms.

“You’ve got to get them early 
for them to be effective,” he 
said.

“It’s important to have an 
open conversation with your 
doctor and your pharmacist 
about what medications you 
take in order to make sure it’s 
prescribed in the right way.”

People who are young with no 
serious health issues shouldn’t 
worry too much and don’t 
often require medication treat-
ment, McQuaid said, though 
he recommends speaking with 
a doctor and monitoring any 
symptoms. 

Instead, he said, these treat-
ments should be reserved for 
folks who are at risk for pro-
gression to a more severe syn-
drome, which includes seniors 
and anyone with comorbidities 
such as obesity, high blood pres-
sure and diabetes.

Stay safe when pulling off highways
From staff reports

When motorists are 
involved in a crash or 
experience a breakdown, 
they should always heed 
safety rules of the road 
when pulling over on a 
highway.

State transportation of-
ficials urge motorists to 
follow these safety tips:

• Move vehicles com-
pletely onto the shoulder 
of the road when it is safe 
to do so.

• Exit vehicles by the 

passenger side, away from 
the flow of traffic, and do 
not allow passengers to 
remain in vehicles. 

• Stand off the road and 
away from vehicles.

• If it’s dark, turn on 
parking lights or emer-
gency flashers. 

• Remember to never at-
tempt or make repairs to a 
vehicle while it is in an ar-
ea exposed to traffic. Call 
a tow truck or mechanic 
for assistance.

For more information 
about highway safety 
from the N.C. Department 
of Transportation, contact 
the NCDOT Communica-
tions Office at 919-707-
2660.

Shown is a package of the antiviral medication Paxlovid used to treat COVID-19. James Heilman | Carolina Public 

Press via Wikimedia

4-H’ers take tour
State Rep. Matthew Winslow, R-Nash, poses with 4-H students from Nash, Edge-

combe and Franklin counties during a recent tour of the Capitol in Raleigh. Contrib-

uted photo
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Baker takes the cake: Firebird named top player
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com | 252-265-7808

Landen Baker had a tough de-
cision to make about his athletic 
career as he approached his 
junior year at Southern Nash 
High. A standout in both foot-
ball and baseball for the Fire-
birds, Baker opted to focus on 
baseball this past year and the 
results were historic in nature.

Earlier this month Baker was 
recognized by 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference varsity baseball 
coaches as the league’s player 
of the year AND pitcher of the 
year. This week Baker was hon-
ored by North Carolina Baseball 
Coaches Association as its 3-A 
Player of the Year on its 3-A all-
state team.

“It was definitely crazy man 
but it just feels good,” Baker 
said in a telephone interview 
Wednesday. He said that Fire-
birds head coach Todd Brewer 
let him know he’s the first 
Southern Nash baseball player 
to earn a state player-of-the-
year honor.

Baker was simply the Fire-
birds’ biggest weapon at the 
plate and on the mound. He 
crushed 12 home runs, which 
tied for third statewide, and his 
38 RBIs ranked eighth across 
the state in all associations. He 
batted .425 with 30 runs scored 
and seven doubles.

Southern Nash’s No. 1 pitcher, 
Baker fanned 99 batters in 59 in-

nings while only walking 17. He 
finished 8-2 with a 1.54 ERA.

“Landon had a year that will 
be hard to replicate by anybody, 
I think,” Brewer said.

Of course, Baker will have 

another year to try and do just 
that. While he does plan to re-
turn to the football team this 
coming season, Baker said that 
taking a year off to focus on 
travel baseball certainly was the 

right move for him, even after 
earning all-conference and Wil-
son Times All-Area acclaim as a 
sophomore offensive lineman.

“It was a really hard deci-
sion to make,” said Baker, 

who is playing with the Wilson 
American Legion Post 13 base-
ball team this summer. “But I 
thought it would be best just to 
focus on travel ball because we 
play in the fall and I was going 
to have to miss some football 
games and it just wasn’t going 
to work out. So I decided not 
to play and it ended up work-
ing out for me. But I’m actually 
playing football this year, so I 
guess I missed it.”

Brewer said the quality of 
the competition that Baker saw 
playing travel baseball helped 
spur him to new heights on the 
mound and at the plate.

“I think in the fall it really 
helped, baseball-wise,” said 
Brewer, coming off his eighth 
season as Firebirds head coach. 
“He did a lot of traveling, went 
to a lot of really big tournaments 
and saw a lot of really good 
competition. I think playing 
against really good competi-
tion just makes you better and 
seeing that all fall helped him 
really up his game. He hit it re-
ally hard in the weight room 
and getting in shape. … All of 
that really came to fruition this 
season. I’ve never seen anybody 
have a season like he had and 
not only at the plate with all 
the big hits and home runs but 
then to turn around and get on 
the mound and – I’d hate to say 
‘unbeatable’ because we did 

Southern Nash’s 
Baker dominates 
Big East honor
From staff reports

Landen Baker dominated the 2-A/3-A 
Big East Conference baseball awards 
like the Southern Nash High junior 
dominated on the mound and at the 
plate this season. Baker collected both 
the Big East Player of the Year and 
Pitcher of the Year honors as voted on 
by league coaches.

He was one of four Firebirds named to 
the All-Big East team along with team-
mates A.J. High, Keegan Wallace and 
Blake Strickland. Another Southern 
Nash player, Mason Wells, earned honor-
able mention.

Baker led the conference with 12 home 
runs and 38 RBIs while batting .425. He 
went 8-2 on the mound with 99 strike-
outs as the Firebirds finished 16-7 and 
tied for second in the Big East with Roa-
noke Rapids at 10-4.

High led the Firebirds with a .477 aver-

age to go with 18 RBIs and seven dou-
bles. In seven mound appearances, he 
was 0-1 with a 1.75 ERA and two saves. 
Wallace batted .464 with 28 RBIs and 14 
doubles while Strickland posted a .348 
average with 14 RBIs.

First-place Northern Nash led the All-
Big East selections with six: Travis Gam-
ache, Seth Williams, Danny O’Brien, 
Bryson Jenkins, Ashton Rhodes and Pey-
ton Clay. Baker, Gamache, O’Brien and 
Jenkins are playing with Wilson Ameri-
can Legion Post 13 this summer.

The other all-conference selections 
were Austin Geary, Caleb Elias, Colin 
Clements and Josh Coker of Roanoke 
Rapids, Landon Heller and Nick Reiss 
of Franklinton, Evan Johnson and Colby 
Lewis of Nash Central and Malik Hill of 
Rocky Mount.

Northern Nash’s Joey Keefe picked up 
Big East Coach of the Year.

Southern Nash’s Keegan Wallace runs to third base during an NCHSAA 3-A playoff game 
May 10 at Fike. Wallace was one of four Firebirds to be named to the 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference all-conference team along with junior Landen Baker, senior A.J. High and 
sophomore Blake Strickland. Sheldon Vick | Special to the Times

SN’s High among area all-state selections
By Paul Durham
paul@wilsontimes.com |  

252-265-7808

Southern Nash senior 
A.J. High did what he 
could where he could to 
help the Firebirds enjoy 
one of their best seasons 
in years.

High and Southern 
Nash junior Landen Baker 
were among the 32 play-
ers selected to the North 
Carolina Baseball Coaches 
Association 3-A all-state 
team. 

Baker was the 3-A Play-
er of the Year. The 3-A all-
state team was comprised 
of players from 24 differ-
ent schools. Only coaches 
who are NCBCA members 
may nominate and vote 
for all-state teams.

High and Baker are 
just the fourth and fifth 
Southern Nash players to 
earn any kind of all-state 
honors for baseball, Fire-
birds head coach Todd 
Brewer said. While Bak-

er’s achievements earned 
him deserved honors, in-
cluding 2-A/3-A Big East 
Conference Pitcher and 
Player of the Year, High 
quietly got the job done 
wherever he was asked 
to do it.

When sophomore 
Keegan Wallace, who was 
expected to be Southern 
Nash’s starting catcher, 
suffered a leg injury 
during football season, 
the Firebirds went into 
the season unsure who 
would end up behind the 
plate.

“We were searching for 
a catcher in preseason 
workouts,” Brewer re-
called. “A.J. got the bull-
pen and was catching 
guys in the bullpen and 

stuff. He took it over and 
said I’ll do it and turned 
out to be just awesome. 
He had never been a regu-
lar catcher.”

High also helped out on 
the mound, making seven 
appearances and posting a 
1.75 ERA. He led Southern 
Nash with a .477 batting 
average and 31 hits while 
knocking in 18 runs and 
scoring 17 as the Firebirds 
went 16-7 overall and 10-4 
and tied for second in the 
Big East.

“There’s no way we win 
the amount of games we 
win without him behind 
the plate,” Brewer said. 
“He was our senior leader, 
senior captain, just kind of 
the heart and soul of the 
team.”

Southern Nash junior Landen Baker pitches the ball during an NCHSAA 3-A playoff game at Fike on May 10. 
Baker was named the N.C. Baseball Coaches Association 3-A Player of the Year after sweeping the top honors 
in the 2-A/3-A Big East Conference. Sheldon Vick | Special to the Times

Southern Nash senior catcher A.J. High holds up the ball after tagging Fike’s Noah Joyner 
during a game May 10 at Fike. High was named to the N.C. Baseball Coaches Association 
3-A all-state team. Sheldon Vick | Special to the Times
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High and Baker are just the fourth and 

fifth Southern Nash players to earn any 

kind of all-state honors for baseball, 

Firebirds head coach Todd Brewer said.
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Diverse arts to be 
spotlighted Saturday 

LOUISBURG — Several 
types of art and diverse 
artists will be on display 
this Saturday.

The Franklin County 
Arts Council is hosting 
the Celebrate Diversity in 
the Arts event 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, June 25, at 
Louisburg College JPAC.

The event features films, 
live music, folk art, a 

dance group and more.
Shown at the event 

will be the international 
film shorts “Fugetsu-Do,” 
“Diwali Video,” “Life of a 
Radiologist,” “U(n)lucky 
Ones,” “Walls that Matter” 
and “Swiped Out.”

Saxophonist Freddy 
Greene, energetic musi-
cian and composer, will 
perform live, weaving 
smooth and mellow 
sounds of classic jazz with 
innovative funk.

A Franklinton native, 
Greene received an educa-
tion at N.C. Central Uni-
versity in Durham and 
mastered street perform-
ing on Franklin Street in 
Chapel Hill.

A schedule of events in-
cludes the following: 9:45 
a.m. welcome by Mayor 
Christopher Neal; 10 a.m. 
international film shorts; 
11:45 a.m. One Spirit 
Dance Group; 12:10 p.m. 
lunch with Mariachi An-
gel’s de mi tierr performing 
outside; 1 p.m. Dunston 
Family Gospel Group; 2 
p.m. Overtone Productions; 
3 p.m. Freddy Greene. Lin-
da Dumas Wade’s Mustee 
Folk Art will be on display 
in the main lobby.

Tickets are $12 for gen-
eral admission and $8 for 
students and children 14 
and under. 

Celebrate 
Juneteenth a 
little late

WILSON — This year’s 
Juneteenth Festival 
hosted by Mount Hebron 
Masonic Lodge No. 42 
has been relocated to the 
Vollis Simpson Whirligig 
Park, 301 Goldsboro St. 
The event is set to begin 9 
a.m. Saturday, June 25, to 
coincide with the opening 
of the Wilson Farmers and 
Artisan Market, which will 
open an hour later than 
usual. The festival contin-
ues until 6 p.m.

Headlining the music 
offered at the festival this 
year is Envision, taking 
the Whirligig Park stage 
from 3 to 6 p.m. EnVision 
hails from Winston-Salem 
and is known throughout 
the Southeast as a party 
band covering hits from 

the ’60s, ’70s, ’80s as well 
as today’s Top 40. The 
band’s musical style runs 
the gamut from R&B to 
beach music, pop, dance, 
funk and jazz.

Enjoy outdoor 
summer concerts

WILSON — The sum-
mer concert series at the 
Oliver Nestus Freeman 
Round House Museum 
continues through July 
with weekly outdoor con-
certs starting at 6 p.m. If 
you plan to attend the free 
event, take a lawn chair 
and visit while you enjoy 
the entertainment.

The museum is located at 
1202 Nash St. SE. Perform-
ers scheduled are June 
26: Karaoke night; July 3: 
Sons of Zion; July 10: The 
Gospel Stars; July 17: Tony 
Jonez; July 24: Beverly 
Fields Burnette, poet and 
storyteller; July 31: Dianna 
Tuffin, jazz artist.

Children’s parade 
set for July 2

SPRING HOPE — The 
town’s garden club is host-
ing its second annual 4th 
of July Children’s Parade, 
scheduled this year for 10 
a.m. Saturday, July 2.

The parade will start at 
9:30 a.m. in the parking lot 
of First Baptist Church.

Parents are encouraged 
to help their children deco-
rate their bikes, wagons 
and strollers. Adults are en-
couraged to decorate their 
cars, golf carts and tractors. 
The entire family is invited 
to show their patriotism, ac-
cording to organizers.

After the parade, a festi-
val will be held downtown 
with crafts, vendor booths 
and food trucks.

For additional informa-
tion call Jennifer Wilkins 
at 252-548-0302.  

City summer 
concert series set

ROCKY MOUNT — Dif-
ferent music acts will take 
the stage this summer dur-
ing the Downtown Live! 
summer concert series.

Here’s the lineup for this 
summer’s concert series: 
June 30: Band of Oz; July 
14: The Main Event Band; 
July 28: North Tower; 
Aug. 11: Liquid Pleasure; 
and Aug. 25: East Coast 
R&B Band. The concert 
series will conclude Sept. 
8 with a special perfor-
mance by Jim Quick and 
Coastline in the Rocky 
Mount Event Center.

Each show is set for 6 
p.m. on the Imperial Cen-
tre lawn.

Admission to Downtown 
Live! is free. Gates open at 
5 p.m. Food and beverage 
vendors will be on site.

Downtown Live! is pre-
sented by PNC and hosted 
by the city of Rocky 
Mount. Lidl is the premier 
sponsor. Other spon-
sors include Suddenlink, 
Chick-fil-A and the John 
Hackney Agency.

Watch movies 
in the park

ROCKY MOUNT — En-
joy free family entertain-
ment at the city’s monthly 
Lawn Chair Theatre on 
the Imperial Centre lawn.

The fun begins at 6 
p.m. and the movie starts 
at dusk. Lawn Chair 
Theatre is presented by 
PNC, sponsored by Lidl 
and hosted by the city 
of Rocky Mount. This 
summer’s movie lineup 

for Lawn Chair Theatre 
includes “Luca” on July 
8; “Spider-Man: No Way 
Home” on Aug. 12; and 
“Sing 2” on Sept. 9. For 
more information, visit 
https://imperialcentre.org.

Spaulding hosts 
open house

SPRING HOPE — The 
Spaulding Family Re-
source Center is celebrat-
ing the return to its origi-
nal campus with an open 
house for Building A 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 
13. The Spaulding Family 
Resource Center is located 
at 600 South Pine Street 
in Spring Hope. For more 
information call 252-478-
5705. The center’s website 
is spauldingfamilyre-
sourcecenter.org.

National Pumpkin 
Festival on horizon

SPRING HOPE — The 
50th annual Spring Hope 
National Pumpkin Festi-
val is set for Friday, Sept. 
30, and Saturday, Oct. 1. 
Sponsored by the Spring 
Hope Chamber of Com-
merce, the two-day event 
will be held downtown 
around Depot Park. Ven-
dor forms are online for 
download: https://www.
visitspringhope.com/
participate-festival.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
listings are published as a 
public service of The En-
terprise. The submission 
deadline is 5 p.m. Friday 
for each Wednesday’s 
edition. Email listings to 
lkay@springhopeenter-
prise.com with “Com-
munity Calendar” in the 
subject line.

First big prize claimed at Big Rock
From staff reports

MOREHEAD CITY — Big 
fish were weighed as the 64th 
annual Big Rock Blue Marlin 
Tournament started with a 
bang.

The boat Mercenaria 
seized the Fabulous Fish-
erman prize of $777,750 
by weighing the first blue 
marlin over 500 pounds last 
week when it returned with 
a 572.6 blue marlin. The fish 
currently is the biggest of 
five weighed at the More-
head City docks Monday 
and, if it stays in first place, 
the Mercenaria crew would 

win a record payout of 
$3,489,813.

Wall Hanger and angler 
Stacy Allen moved into 
second place after bring-
ing in a 556.4-pound blue 
marlin that took seven 
hours to boat. Currently in 
third place is High Yield’s 
Bernard Minney with a 
536.8-pound blue marlin. 
The other two blue marlin 
that were weighed were a 
526.7 pounder caught by 
Jennifer Miller of Bad Habit 
and Sylva Lining’s debut 
catch of 401.3 pounds.

The first day saw the follow-
ing fish caught and released: 

32 blue marlin, 13 white mar-
lin and two sailfish. A total of 
28 gamefish were weighed 
Monday.

Other monetary prizes won 
Monday were Wave Paver 
with the $37,541 Level VIII 
dail prize for four blue marlin 
released. Reel Current won 
the Level IX Non-Sonar Purse 
of $42,854 for its blue marlin 
release.

Fly In Fish won the daily 
Dolphin category with a 
28.2-pound catch worth 
$2,000 while Frequent Flyer 
snagged the biggest gamefish 
Monday, a 36.6-pound wahoo 
that paid $2,000.

lose some games with him out 
there – but we only lose one of 
his starts all year and that was 
in the playoffs.”

Baker, who was also a start-
er in basketball for the Fire-
birds this winter, had three 
double-digit strikeout games 
and nine multi-hit games as 
the Firebirds went 16-7 over-
all and 10-4 in the 2-A/3-A Big 
East, finishing tied for second 
with 2-A Roanoke Rapids, two 
games behind 3-A Northern 
Nash.

“He’s got that ace mental-
ity of, ‘Give me the ball, and 
we’re going to win.’ And that’s 
not something you can teach,” 
Brewer said.

Facing their old 3-A Big East 
Conference rival Fike in the 

first round in Wilson, the Fire-
birds made a quick exit from 
the NCHSAA 3-A playoffs 
with a 6-2 loss. Baker’s only 
other mound defeat was a 6-4 
loss to Bunn in conference 
play.

Baker said that he knew 
that his offseason dedica-
tion to baseball was going to 
produce results, he just didn’t 
know they would be as dra-
matic.

“Well, honestly, I didn’t see 
12 home runs coming but I 
knew I was going to have a 
good season after taking off 
football and just working on 
baseball hitting every day, 

throwing and working on my 
pitching,” he said. “I knew 
I was going to have a re-
ally good season, I just didn’t 
know it was going to be this 
good, to this extent.”

While his 2022 season will 
be hard to top, Baker knows 
one sure way to do it.

“Now, personally I know 
that there’s not too much 
more I can do, but team-wise, 
I want to go deeper into the 
playoffs,” he said. “We haven’t 
won a playoff game in like 
15 years. Definitely, that’s 
the goal of next year is to 
win some playoff games and 
hopefully go far.”

SPORTS FEATURE

Local author has  
book on Magnum
By Marty Simpkins
marty@wakeweekly.com | 919-424-1779

WAKE FOREST — Local teacher 
and coach Allen White can now add 
author to his title after publishing a 
book called “Phantom of the Bull-
pen,” a true story about baseball 
pitcher Max Mangum.

Mangum was a Wake Forest 
resident who was born in 1929 and 
passed away in 2017. Through a 
series of research and interviews, 
White, a Franklin County resident, 
composed a book about his friend 
who was one of the greatest “could 
have been” stories in baseball.

White played pitcher for Zebulon 
High School, now called East Wake 
High School. He started working 
as a teaching assistant in Zebulon 
in 1992, went to Nash Commu-
nity College for two years and got 
his teaching degree at N.C. State 
afterwards. He retired from teach-
ing five years ago at Bunn Middle 
School and coached tennis and 
baseball at Bunn High School.

On October 13, 1991, White was 
pitching in a men’s adult league 
baseball tournament held at the old 
Durham Athletic Park. While he 
was warming up before the game, a 
middle-aged man comes out of the 
stands and approaches him on the 
field.

“He came up to me and asked 
me if he could throw the ball with 
me,” White said. “I have a problem 
of never saying no to people, so 
we went over to the bullpen. For 
the next 10 minutes, I was catch-
ing his fastballs. Wherever I held 
up my glove, he hit it at around 
90 miles per hour on each throw. 
I thought I was being pranked. At 
first I thought he was some former 
major league player who wanted to 
see if he still got it. He wouldn’t tell 
me his name. We shook hands, left-
handed, which I thought was kind 
of odd. After the game, I went look-
ing for him, but I couldn’t find him.”

Later on, White tracked the man 
down February 1992 and found 
out his name was Max Mangum. 
He also learned from Mangum’s 
relatives, such as cousins Curtis 
Harrison and Sanford Bailey, that 
Mangum suffered from paranoid 
schizophrenia since he was 17 
years old.

Mangum was treated at Dorothea 
Dix in Raleigh for his mental condi-

tion, but he always found time to 
play baseball. White mentioned 
that Mangum practiced his pitching 
by throwing a ball against a shed in 
the woods over and over again.

“He would go out there every 
day and throw the baseball, even 
when it rained,” White said. “He 
had a practice field near his house 
and he would throw pitches ev-
ery day for the next 45 years. He 
hung out with Tommy Byrne, who 
was a left-handed pitcher for the 
Yankees. Tommy would get him 
tryouts, but no one wanted to take 
a chance on Max’s mental condi-
tion. When Max was in his prime, 
he was throwing the ball around 
105 miles per hour. He developed 
pin-point accuracy. He would have 
been one of the best pitchers of all 
time if it wasn’t for his mental dis-
ability.”

Mangum went to Wake Forest 
High School and went to Wake 
Forest University for one year. He 
battled paranoid schizophrenia off 
the field, but when he was on the 
field, he perfected his pitching with 
both speed and accuracy. Accord-
ing to White, he tried multiple times 
to pitch for professional baseball 
teams, but never got the chance to 
prove himself on the field in front of 
the world.

“The last time I saw Max, it was 
2008 and he was in the hospital 
with his niece,” White said. “He 
thought I was a scout for the Pitts-
burgh Pirates because when we 
first met, I was pitching for the 
Zebulon Pirates over-30 adult base-
ball league team. We threw a few 
pitches with a Nerf baseball in the 
hallway. He was still talking about 
playing baseball for a professional 
team. He died nine years later at the 
age of 89 years old.”

The book “Phantom of the Bull-
pen” is available on the website 
BookBaby located at https://store.
bookbaby.com/book/phantom-of-
the-bullpen. White is also looking 
into getting his book published at 
local bookstores in Franklin and 
Wake County. It sells for $19.95 on 
paperback and $3.99 on eBook.

“Baseball fans everywhere need 
to know that a guy like Max ex-
isted,” White said. “He would have 
set pitching records if not for his 
mental disability. I want to give Max 
the recognition he deserves. He just 
wanted to play baseball.”

Firebird
continued from page 1B

Facing their old 3-A Big East Conference 

rival Fike in the first round in Wilson, 

the Firebirds made a quick exit from the 

NCHSAA 3-A playo!s with a 6-2 loss.

The crew of the Mercenaria display the 572-pound blue marlin that won them the Fabulous Fisherman 
prize of $777,750 Monday on the first day of the 64th annual Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament  
at Morehead City. Contributed photo
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Let’s value the old, part II
Last week I laid the 

groundwork for a 
future possible United 
States of America 
where the old would 
not be valued and 
even would be encour-
aged to die early. This 
country would see the 
elderly as only an ex-

pensive, unnecessary nuisance.
“Now wait a minute,” the 

67-year-old writer of this column 
says. “So what if people are be-
yond official retirement age? They 
can and do contribute a lot to our 
society. Consider many of the peo-
ple in important government jobs, 
such as members of Congress, our 
most recent presidents and mem-
bers of the Supreme Court.”

And let’s think about what’s in the 
Bible. First of all, Deuteronomy 34:7 
tells us that “Moses was 120 years 
old when he died. His eyes were 
undimmed, and his vigor unabated.” 
Some people are able to stay sharp 
and busy despite being old, so they 
shouldn’t be cast aside. And even 
if they are somewhat diminished, 
they can still serve God and other 
people. For instance, Luke 2:36-38 
describes the prophetess Anna, who 
even though “advanced in years,” 
still served God in the temple. Many 
young people can feel grateful to 
their grandmothers and/or grandfa-
thers who helped raise them and still 
give family support in many ways.

The Bible also describes old age 
as being associated with wisdom, 
such as mentioned in Job 32:7. Older 

people have been through a lot and 
can give much advice to younger 
folks. Indeed, since they have lots 
of experiences, they can help other 
people who are going through them, 
too. Many teenagers and younger 
adults aren’t interested in the advice 
of people such as their parents, but 
when they mature, they are glad to 
hear what they say. My younger son, 
James, knows I once worked as a col-
lege professor, so since he’s working 
as an adjunct professor himself now, 
he calls me to get suggestions or just 
to complain to someone who knows 
what he’s experiencing.

Indeed, the Bible says we are to 
honor old people, so let’s value them.

Donna Crowe is an older lady minis-
ter’s wife.

DONNA 
CROWE

We can never know 
enough about Jesus

A song on the playlist sent me back 35 
years at least. I was transported in my 
mind back to the living room of my best 
friend’s home. I was doing my best to im-
press the judges — my two best friends — 
with my cartwheels, flips and interpretive 
moves to the music. We held these dance 
competitions often, sometimes even en-
listing mom-judges. Bless their hearts.

I must have been out of my mind to 
mention such deep thoughts, but upon 

opening my mouth and explaining the reason for my 
loud outburst of laughter, my husband was quite hu-
mored and amazed. He said that in all our years of mar-
riage, he’d never heard about my dance competitions. 
Can you imagine that? This wonderful man who knows 
and loves me didn’t know about my personal “Dancing 
With the Stars” moments.

Of course, that doesn’t mean he doesn’t know me. On 
the contrary, he knows me better than anyone. How-
ever, I guess what it does mean is that there is still more 
of me to be known.

In John 14:9, while Jesus is speaking with his dis-
ciples before his death, Philip tells Jesus to show them 
the “Father.” To which Jesus replies, “Have I been so 
long with you and yet you have not come to know me, 
Philip?”

That was my question to myself as I read the passage: 
“Have I been so long with you and yet you have not 
come to know me, Belinda?”

I know Jesus. I have been a believer for a long time. 
However, sometimes when you are with someone for 
a long time, you think you know them completely. You 
might get a little arrogant in your relationship and com-
placent in how you treat them. Your approach to them 
and your responses to them might become automatic 
and almost unfeeling. You might possibly allow your-
self to become too familiar, so much so that the new-
ness of the old relationship wears off.

Unfortunately, marriage can be an example of this. 
Husbands and wives sometimes forget that in order 
to have a thriving, growing relationship that lasts, you 
have to make your relationship a priority. You must 
continue to get to know your spouse, every day. And 
to get to know them — really know them — you must 
invest time, effort and a whole lot of fun. You must 
continue working to know the other person, for there is 
more of them to know.

Translate those thoughts into your relationship with 
the Lord. Have you been with him a long time? If so, are 
you intentionally stills earching him out, reading his 
word daily, filling your heart with his thoughts so that 
you can know him and discover there is more of him to 
be known?

If not, if you are stuck in a mundane relationship with 
Jesus, can I challenge you today? Seek him out. De-
sire to know him and be known by him on every level. 
Make an intentional effort to find out what Jesus thinks 
about your day, your finances, your relationships, you. 
He wants you to know him and promises that when you 
seek him, he will let you find him (Jeremiah 29:13). He 
will come and speak with you and tell you great and 
mighty things that you didn’t know. (Jeremiah 33:3).

There is more of him to be known, my friend, so 
much more.

Prayer: Jesus, I want to know you today. I want to 
seek you out and find you. I want you to speak to me 
through your word. I want to be in relationship with 
you, in friendship with you. Thank you for wanting the 
same thing from me.

Steve and Belinda Kirk write the “Everyday Grace” de-
votional for the Johnstonian News. Reach them at 919-
449-5745 and sbmkax@earthlink.net.

STEVE AND 
BELINDA 
KIRK

SIGN OF THE TIMES
This photo shows the sign at Union Hope Baptist 

Church outside Middlesex. The Enterprise is looking 

for pictures of local church signs. Submit your photo to 

lkay@springhopeenterprise.com. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise

The Enterprise
252-243-5151
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RATHER BE COOKING

Celebrate summer season with a cobbler
It’s blueberry 

season right 
now, and I’ve al-
ready purchased 
several pints 
both at the gro-
cery store and 
each Saturday 
at the Wilson 
Farmers and 
Artisan Market. 

The berries have been sweet 
and plump.

I love them with cereal and 
baked in muffins or pound cake, 
but a few times a year, I have to 
make cobbler.

I normally make Mama’s reci-
pe that I know by heart, but this 
week, I decided to try a Betty 
Crocker recipe that popped up 
in my inbox. The fresh berry 
cobbler is one of those basic 
recipes that I enjoy, without 
any fancy ingredients or tricky 
directions. The ingredients are 
similar to my tried-and-true 
cobbler recipe, but the method 
is different. The Betty Crocker 
recipe has a biscuit topping, 
and the filling of berries, sugar, 
cornstarch, water and lemon is 
briefly simmered on the stove 
top before it bakes.

Because the filling is already 
hot before it goes into the oven, 
the baking time is only 15 min-
utes — just enough time for the 
berry good filling to bubble and 
the biscuit topping to brown.

I love the smell of a blueberry 
cobbler baking in my oven, and 

this one didn’t disappoint. It 
was so pretty when it came out 
of the oven, and I almost ate it 
as an appetizer to our dinner 
instead of the dessert. But I 
was patient. It was worth the 
wait.

The filling is delicious. It’s not 
too sweet to mask the flavor of 
the berries. And the topping is a 
wonderful complement. 

I wondered if my husband and 
I would like the biscuit topping. 
Our favorite cobbler is topped 
with a pie crust. Turns out, we 

both loved the topping, which 
is made with a baking mix. It 
was very tender inside with a 
little crunch on the outside. Reg-
gie immediately broke up the 
biscuit into his blueberries to 
spread the love. I might try that 
next time. 

The original recipe from Betty 
Crocker recommends blueber-
ries or raspberries. I’m thinking 
peaches would be very good as 
well. In fact, I considered making 
my filling with a combination of 
blueberries and peaches. I might 

try that another time.

Lisa Boykin Batts has been writ-

ing a weekly food column since 
2001. Her column includes reci-
pes she and her family enjoy.

Fresh Berry Cobbler

I sprinkled a little bit of sugar on top of the biscuits before 
baking, and I made the cobbler in a deep pie plate. I recom-
mend placing a cookie sheet below your pie plate or baking 
dish to catch any of the blueberry filling that might spill over, 
like mine did.

1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
4 cups raspberries or blue-

berries
2 tablespoons water
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1 cup baking mix (I used Bis-

quick)
1/4 cup milk
1 tablespoon sugar
1 tablespoon butter, melted
Heat the oven to 425°F.
In 2-quart saucepan, mix 1/2 

cup sugar and cornstarch. Stir 
in berries, water and lemon 
juice. Heat to boiling over me-
dium heat, stirring constantly. 
Continue boiling 1 minute, 

stirring constantly. Pour 
berry mixture into 8- or 9-inch 
(2-quart) glass baking dish.

In medium bowl, stir baking 
mix (like Bisquick), milk, 1 
tablespoon sugar and melted 
butter just until blended and a 
dough forms. Drop dough by 6 
spoonfuls onto hot berry mix-
ture. (I did more than 6.)

Bake about 15 minutes or un-
til berry mixture is bubbly and 
topping is light brown.

Place baking dish on a wire 
cooling rack. Cool slightly. 
Serve warm.

Betty Crocker 

LISA 
BOYKIN 
BATTS

Enjoy sweet summer blueberries in this easy cobbler. Lisa Boykin Batts | 
Times

VICTORY GARDEN GAL

Hornworms in the victory garden
This 

week has 
been full 
of excite-
ment with 
a dash 
of disap-
point-
ment. 
I have 

officially moved back to 
Spring Hope. I am thrilled 
beyond words.

One of my first invita-
tions was to help plan 
the Spring Hope Garden 
Club’s annual Children’s 
4th of July Parade. This is 
our second year hosting 
the parade. Put Saturday, 
July 2, on your calendar 
and have your kids and 
grandkids decorate their 
rides  — bikes, tricycles, 
golf carts, motorized cars 
and skateboards. Be cre-
ative and bring your best 
red, white and blue, and 
join us for food, crafts 
and celebrating our free-
dom. The parade starts at 
10 a.m. Email me if you 
need more information or 
would like to donate.

My dash of disappoint-
ment is how my garden 
looks. What I planted, 
while living in Maryland, 
has not fared well. It is 
quite obvious that the 
only thing that grows well 
with neglect is weeds. 
So, instead of the bounti-
ful harvest that I had last 
summer, I will have my 
hands out to friends who 
don’t know what to do 
with their surplus. I’m 
not picky, I’ll take surplus 
from strangers, too.

While I will be frequent-
ing local farmers markets 
this year, I do have a few 
plant survivors which 
currently are rosemary, 
tomatoes and jalapenos. 
Fortunately, it seems like it 
will be a long hot summer, 
so I have time to get my 
garden area reestablished 
and cleaned up.

Unfortunately, my sur-
viving plants look like they 
have lattice for leaves. 
What should be a beauti-
ful smooth leaf is dotted 
with holes.

I believe the culprit is 
a hornworm infestation. 
You will probably see 
evidence of the offending 
tomato/tobacco hornworm 
before you see the cater-
pillar itself. Hornworms 
are incredibly gifted at 
camouflage, but the havoc 
they wreak is hard to hide. 
Leaves, flowers and green 
tomatoes are all likely to 

have bites on them, and 
hornworms leave trails of 
thick, cylindrical poop be-
hind them. 

TREATMENTS

• Hand pick. I prefer to 
wear gloves because they 
are gross, but this is hon-
estly the fastest and easi-
est method of dealing with 
hornworms, especially 
if you catch the infesta-
tion early. Simply pick 
hornworms off plants and 
place them in a bucket 
of soapy water so they’ll 
drown or feed them to 
chickens.

• Diatomaceous earth. 
Not my favorite, but it 
works.

• Don’t harm any horn-
worms with large, white 
ovals covering its entire 
back. These are play-
ing host to the eggs of 
a parasitic wasp. Soon, 
those white ovals will eat 
the hornworm from the 
inside out, then fly off to 
repeat the cycle with more 
hornworms.  Handpicking 
once you have a problem 
is great, but an ounce 
of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. 

WHAT I SHOULD HAVE DONE

• Tidied up my garden 
in the fall so bugs have 
fewer overwintering op-
tions. 

• Covered my plants 
with floating row covers 
before seeing any flying 
or jumping pests in the 
garden. This will prevent 
them from getting in at all. 

• Placed “trap plants” 
in my garden. If you have 
the same problems year 
after year, plant a little 
extra. These trap plants 
are a plant you don’t ex-
pect to harvest from, but 
instead are introduced as 
an alternative food for the 
pest to infest instead of 
your tomatoes/cucumbers/
squash/etc. Make sure it’s 
in the same plant family as 
the one you’ve found them 
on so you can count on 
the trap being an enticing 
snack. Also make sure you 
place it far enough away 
from the plants you want 
to harvest. 

• As a last resort, I might 
just need to not plant 
whatever species is cur-
rently being decimated 
by a pest next year. Most 
bugs will overwinter in the 
ground near where they 
lived over the summer, 
and if their favorite food 
source isn’t around the fol-
lowing spring, they’ll die, 
ending the life cycle.

It seems I’m never too 
old to learn new things. 
One thing I have learned 
is the perfect fried green 
tomato. These are deli-
cious on sandwiches or 
just as they are. Southern 

summer food at its finest. 

PRO TIPS

• Your fried tomatoes 
will hold up best if you cut 
them horizontally in 1/4- 
to 1/2-inch thick slices.

• Sprinkle a tiny pinch 
of sugar on each slice to 
chase away any lingering 
bitterness.

• Whatever kind of fat 
you use, make sure it’s 
around 375 degrees F for 
crispy golden-brown re-
sults.

• Make the flour coating 
super thin for the crispi-
est tomatoes — you want 
to be able to see a hint of 
skin underneath.

• Don’t try to fry all the 
tomatoes at the same time. 
Just like with all fried 
foods, you don’t want to 
crowd the pan. Cook the 
tomatoes in batches for 
the best results.

• Before you start frying, 
line a baking sheet with 
paper towels and place a 
cooling rack on top. This 
will allow the fried green 
tomatoes to drain without 
becoming soggy. 

Happy planting! 

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.com. 
Email her at VictoryGar-
denGal@gmail.com.

The Best Fried Green Tomatoes

4 large green tomatoes

2 eggs

1/2 cup milk

1 cup all-purpose flour

1/2 cup cornmeal

1/2 cup seasoned 

breadcrumbs

2 teaspoons coarse kosher 

salt

1/4 teaspoon black pepper

1 quart vegetable or olive 

oil for frying

Pinch of granulated sugar 

— sprinkle on each slice

Slice tomatoes 1/2-inch thick. Discard the ends.

Whisk eggs and milk together in a medium-size bowl. Scoop flour onto a plate. Mix 

cornmeal, breadcrumbs and salt and pepper on another plate. Dip tomatoes into flour 

to coat. Then dip the tomatoes into milk and egg mixture. Dredge in breadcrumbs to 

completely coat.

In a large skillet, pour vegetable oil (at least a ½ inch of oil in the pan) and heat over 

medium heat. Place tomatoes into the frying pan in batches of 4 or 5, depending on 

the size of your skillet. Do not crowd the tomatoes, they should not touch each other. 

When the tomatoes are browned, flip and fry them on the other side. Drain them on 

paper towels.

Easy and delicious.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Don’t harm any hornworms with large, white ovals covering 

its entire back. These are playing host to the eggs  

of a parasitic wasp. Soon, those white ovals will eat  

the hornworm from the inside out, then fly o! to repeat  

the cycle with more hornworms.

Rocky Mount 
robber sentenced 
to 7 years in 
federal prison
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — A city man will spend seven 
years in federal prison for knocking over a liquor store.

Jesse Lamont Jenkins, 30, has been sentenced to 92 
months in prison for his role in an armed robbery of 
an ABC Store on Westwood Drive in Rocky Mount. 
He pleaded guilty to one count of Hobbs Act robbery 
on Dec. 14.

“Hardworking people should never be threatened 
at gunpoint for simply doing their jobs,” said Mike 
Easley, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of 
North Carolina. “We are committed to keeping Rocky 
Mount a safe place to work and raise a family — and 
we will keep partnering with local law enforcement 
to take violent career criminals off the streets of east-
ern North Carolina.” 

On Aug. 10, 2019, Jenkins and Eric Montrell 
Mobley entered the store brandishing firearms de-
manding money and threatening to “smoke” the 
employees if they didn’t comply. Jenkins and Mobley 
took $3,316.72 and fled the store, according to court 
documents and other information presented in U.S. 
District Court. 

Jenkins and Mobley were later arrested. Mobley is 
scheduled for sentencing in July.

U.S. District Judge Louise W. Flanagan sentenced 
Jenkins.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives and the Rocky Mount Police Department 
investigated the case. Assistant U.S. Attorney Jane J. 
Jackson prosecuted the case.

This case is part of Project Safe Neighborhoods, 
the centerpiece of the Department of Justice’s violent 
crime reduction efforts. The evidence-based program 
is proven to be effective at reducing violent crime via 
a broad spectrum of stakeholders working together 
to identify the most pressing violent crime problems 
in a community and develop comprehensive solu-
tions to address them, according to information from 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
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Deep in the Ocean!
       These creatures live in the ocean waters.
You may be able to see them at an aquarium
near you. Can you unscramble the letters to
name each one?

__  __  __  __  __  __  __

s

o

o

u

c

p

t

__  __  __  __  __

wha le

A giant

     There are so                    many fascinating                 

creatures that live in our seas and oceans. 

Scientists today are diving to the deepest parts 

of the oceans to explore and photograph sea

life that no humans have ever seen      before.      

This Sea Creature...

      

  In some parts of the world,

people consider me (a puffer 

fish) a special and rare treat.  

  But, my poisonous parts and 

spines keep 

almost everything 

else from 

eating me.

        Can you read the clues and fill in 

the names of these 10 sea creatures?  

Creatures 
of Our Seas!

U
h-

oh
!

  Do you 
think a
“new,” giant 
creature
will be
found 
during 
your 
lifetime?

     If it is, 
how do
you think it
will look and
   live?

    Almost 
everything in the 
sea is food for 
something 
    else.

  Oops...I did it again!

s
q

i ud

__  __  __  __  __

This 
is a
giant...

squid

jelly

swordfish

dolp
hin

puffer fish

sea star

whale

octopus
electric eel

sea horse

1

2

3

5

4

6 7

8

9 10

1. is really a fish that grows up to six feet long;  it can be a shocking experience to meet it (2 words) 

2. “gallops” through warm waters; when tired, it can use its tail to cling to seaweed (2 words)

3. has an arm, arm, arm, arm, arm, arm, arm, arm; can squirt black ink to trick an enemy 

     4. comes in many sizes; a giant one can have eyes up to 15 inches wide, the largest in the 

              world; it has eight arms with suction cups and two tentacles for catching dinner

             5. uses its “double-edged sword” to slash through a school of fish for ,or to fight 

             6. is a mammal; it is easy to spot when it “blows off steam” 

             7. is loved by sailors for its friendliness and intelligence

8. swallows water to blow up into a large ball; its sharp 

    spines discourage other fish from trying to eat it (2 words)

9. has no bones, looks like umbrella; may have tentacles 

    with poison in them to kill fish or harm enemies

10. usually has five arms; sometimes, if one is lost, it can grow back (2 words) 

swordfish

tuna fish

lobster

mussels

oysters

Ocean Friends

Start     Can you 

find and

circle these 

sea items  

people eat 

or drink? 

salt

clams

fish

crab

water

N C S R E T S Y O

  C A A O U W E R

L R O B H A O P G

O A G F T Y R T I

B B N E I Y D R T

S U R K J H F J M 

T O J H F R I U E

E R F I S H S M V

R U G C D S H K H

H G C R E J H U S

P O I L K A T A I

G F S K O U M G F

    T M I M J S A

    I L A I A C N 

    H U J L G F U

    N G T Y C I T

   

                                                 All around the world (China, 

Japan, Canada, Iceland) people collect seaweed from the 

ocean and use it as a vegetable or make it into snacks. In  

coastal areas of the U.S. like Maine you can find Dulse, a

reddish-brown seaweed that is popular to eat.

  

Ocean Harvest

   Help 
Stingray 
visit Sea Star 
first, Seal next 
and then the 
Banded Box Jelly.
 

F
in

is
h

  Stingray wants 

to go to 

visit his 

friends 

today.

 

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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Sailors see some sea creatures... ...when they sail the seven salty seas.



CROSSWORD HOROSCOPE

The luckiest signs this week: Taurus, 

Gemini and Cancer

ARIES

In your love life, a new flame will declare their 

commitment to you. You may also consider 

the idea of living together or starting a family. 

You’ll be very imaginative this week.

TAURUS

It’s time to spoil yourself. You’ll be influenced 

by your friends to go shopping. Make sure you 

take time to pam per yourself; you deserve to 

have a good time.

GEMINI

Whether you’re single or in a relationship, 

someone at work will make romantic advances 

that leave an impression on you. You may also 

feel some pressure from those around you.

CANCER

The summer holidays are just around the cor-

ner. You’ll plan a trip for you and your family. 

Don’t forget to bring a GPS or an old map if 

you’re driving because you may not have any 

cell service.

LEO

You’ll be impressed by your children’s grades 

in school and won’t be able to refuse any of 

their requests. You should expect a family 

member to ask you for the moon, or at least 

for something beyond your understanding.

VIRGO

If you’re questioning your romantic relation-

ship, you’ll speak your mind to set the record 

straight. This honesty will allow you to deepen 

your love and take the next step forward 
together.

LIBRA

You’re thinking about starting your own busi-
ness, which will eventually pay off. Although 
discreet and reser ved, your soul mate will 
make themselves known. Be patient with your 
si gnificant other, especially if they’re not very 
graceful.

SCORPIO

You must develop your self-esteem to make 
your way in the world. This applies to your 
professional, romantic and personal spheres of 
life. It’s equally important to respect yourself.

SAGITTARIUS

The night before a big move, you’ll be pressed 
for time. Fortunately, you’ll ma nage to be effi-
cient and arrange your agenda to avoid delays, 
scheduling conflicts and other inconveniences.

CAPRICORN

You’ll have to drive your young children to 
and from their friend’s houses during the sum-
mer holidays. You’ll get a loan or negotiate a 
reasonable price for a major purchase.

AQUARIUS

If your relationship lacks affection, you’ll be 
eager to raise the subject with your partner 
and set the record straight. This openness will 
help improve your relationship.

PISCES

You’ll have a take-charge attitude with your 
employer or significant other. You’ll take mat-
ters into your own hands to gain respect in all 
areas of your life.

SUDOKU TIME!

(suh-Doe-koo) is a Japanese puz-
zle based on logic, reasoning, and 
patience. To solve Sudoku, just fill 
in each 3x3 subgrid with a digit 
1-9; some digits are already given. 
Every column, row and subgrid 
must contain the digits 1-9 only 
once. Now get your pencils ready 
and give it a try! You’ll see why it’s 
so addicting!
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57 Academy in changes

Maryland 9 Color in a 

61 "Stormy Weath- Hawthorne title

er" singer 10 Cocoon contents

62 Symbol of bibli- 11 Submerged

cal wrath 12 Very shortly

64 Church leader 13 ____ and now

65 Green shade 18 Caked deposit

66 Sicilian volcano 22 Long, long time

67 Like an untended 24 Base or case 

garden closer

68 "NFL Live" 26 Counter worker

carrier 27 One more than 

69 Coral formation 34-across

28 On the cutting 

DOWN edge

1 Sandpaper 29 Like some 

surface temperatures

ACROSS

1 Kitchen bag 

brand

5 Elvis, once

9 Partially melted

snow

14 ____ of passage

15 "Fame" singer

16 River craft

17 Kind of triangle

19 Enthusiasm

20 Rhino relative

21 Mediate

23 Doublemint, e.g.

25 Grinder

26 Done secretively

31 That ___ then...

34 Caesar's 66

35 Glowing sign

36 Talk bad about

38 Actress ____ 

Rachel Wood

39 "The Lost City"

actor

41 Sgt. Snorkel's 

dog 2 Middle child on 30 Wreck beyond 51 Like some 

42 Gymnastic "The Simpsons" repair jackets

apparatus 3 Perched on 32 Jetsons' dog 53 Tobacco wad

44 Overfill 4 Burke sitcom, 33 Sand bar 54 Place for an ace

45 Hospital fluids "_____ Women" 37 Scented splash 55 Bearded flower

46 Hobby shop buy 5 Bar stock 40 Fit together 56 Walk unevenly

47 Fried foods are 6 "Melting Watch" 43 Overlook's 58 Go to the polls

high in it artist offering 59 "Green Gables"

50 Gather bit by bit 7 "Working Girl" 48 Holiday entree, girl

52 Chop down character Trask often 60 Plant part

53 Knight's garb 8 Like some 49 Till stack 63 Restroom sign

Week of 6/20/22  6/26/22 
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Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

S E E S S I D E S S P A M

L A C E K O A L A T O N E

A C C I D E N T A L R I O T

P H E N O L A N A C O N D A

N E W E R M A N T E L

A P T S T E P P I N G

F I R E E A T E R T E N T S

A K I N L I T E R S E A T

R E C U R R E F E C T O R Y

M A C E R A T E D A X

P E S E T A B I L L Y

L A W R E N C E C L I M B S

A S I A C O N F E S S I O N

T E S T E N D O N T U N A

E L S E R E S E T S M O G

Home Repairs

PETS

Dogs

Lost dog, Jep, friendly, neutered
black with white pit mix escaped

5-3-22. Seen: country around Spring
Hope, in Castalia and most recently
6-6-22 on Hwy 581N Spring Hope
near Burger King, limping and has

lost weight. $300 Reward. Contain if
possible. Please call 252-343-2789

or 252-314-3761

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
22 CVD 53
)
)
)
)
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION
)
)
)
MARK LARRY FUSE, THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT:
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action. The 
nature of the relief sought is as fol-
lows: An action by which your spouse 
seeks an absolute divorce from you.
You are required to make defense to 
such pleading no later than_August 
1, 2022 and upon your failure to 
do so, your spouse who is seeking 
relief against you will apply to the 
Court for the relief sought.
This the 13th day June, 2022.
Thomas R. Sallenger Attorney for 
the Plaintiff
P. O. Box 2602
Wilson, North Carolina 27894-2602
Telephone: (252) 243-7800; Fax: 
(252)243-0410 N. C. State Bar 
#11078
Pub. dates: June 22, 29; July 6, 
2022
NORTH CAROLINA
EDGECOMBE COUNTY
KIMBERLY RENEE FUSE, Plaintiff
VS. MARK LARRY FUSE, SR., 
Defendant
TO:
1
The Enterprise
June 22, 29, July 6, 2022

Public 
Notices

CLASSIFIEDS

What does the language  
of recessions really mean?

We frequently 
use terms and 
phrases in our lan-
guage as shortcuts. 
In my youth, for 
example, the word 
“cool” was a short-
cut for approval.

To complicate 
matters, the short-

cut terms often change over gen-
erations. Among today’s young 
people, “sick” or “dope” are the 
equivalents for “cool.” For a senior 
citizen like me, it’s hard to keep 
up!

It’s not just in everyday language 
that shortcuts are used. Most busi-
ness sectors and even academic 
disciplines use them. Economics is 
a good example. As a professional 
economist for almost five decades, 
I’ve learned an entire language, or 
lingo, to describe concepts and ac-
tions in the business world.

Frequently, economics lingo 
seeps into everyday conversation, 
particularly in the media. We’re 
hearing many of these specialized 
terms today as fears of an impend-
ing recession are becoming more 
frequent.

Hence, in today’s column, I’ll 
give you translations of the eco-
nomic language of recessions. 
With these translations at hand, 
you’ll be better able to follow the 
path of the economy, what a reces-
sion means and the implications of 
various policy actions.

When economists say a reces-
sion occurs, they mean total eco-
nomic activity is “receding” — that 
is, declining. A variety of factors 
are used to make this assessment, 
including total production of 
goods and services, called gross 
domestic product, or GDP, employ-
ment and income. A non-govern-
mental entity, the National Bureau 
of Economic Research, officially 
makes the call on a recession. Tra-
ditionally, the NBER has defined a 
recession only if the decline is for 
at least two quarters (six months), 
but this is not a rule.

Conversely, the NBER says 
a recession has ended when 
the decline in economic activ-
ity stops. Notice that this does 

not mean a recession ends only 
when economic activity returns 
to its pre-recession levels. Con-
sequently, unemployment, for 
example, can remain elevated for 
several months or years even after 
a recession has been declared as 
“over.”

Much of the economic language 
of recessions deals with policy. 
The Federal Reserve or “Fed” — 
the country’s central bank — of-
ten is the leader in dealing with 
ups and downs in economic activ-
ity. When the Fed “tightens” its 
policy, it is raising its key interest 
rate and reducing the growth of 
money in the economy. The Fed 
would tighten policy to slow eco-
nomic activity in order to reduce 
inflation. If the Fed “loosens” its 
policy, it is doing the opposite — 
lowering its key interest rate and 
increasing money growth. The 
Fed follows this policy in a reces-
sion.

As implied by the previous 
paragraph, one of the challenges 
in an economy is balancing eco-
nomic growth and inflation. If the 
economy grows too fast, inflation 
can jump. But if fighting infla-
tion means slowing the economy, 
the worry is that “slow growth” 
can become “negative growth” — 
meaning a recession.

With the inflation rate now at a 
40-year high, the Fed has started 
“tightening” its policy by increas-
ing interest rates and slowing the 
increase in money. The goal is a 
“soft landing” of the economy, 
meaning the inflation rate is re-
duced without crashing the econ-
omy into a recession. The Fed was 
able to do this a couple of times in 
the 1990s.

The alternative result is a “hard 
landing,” that is, inflation is mod-
erated but only after a recession 
occurs. Obviously, the Fed doesn’t 
want this result, but sometimes it’s 

unavoidable. The last time infla-
tion was higher than it is now — in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s — 
inflation was reduced, but only af-
ter a very severe “hard landing.”

Since the possibility of an up-
coming recession is a worry today, 
we’d all like to have an indicator 
that tells us if a recession is com-
ing or not. A recession indicator 
that has one of the best track re-
cords is the “yield curve.”

The yield curve compares the 
interest rate (yield) earned on a 
short-term financial investment 
to the interest rate earned on a 
long-term investment. Usually, 
government bonds are used. Since 
there is more risk with a long-
term investment, interest rates 
are normally higher. Hence, the 
“yield curve” is positive, meaning 
short-term investments have lower 
yields, while long-term invest-
ments have higher yields.

But if investors worry about the 
future economic outlook, they will 
shift away from buying long-term 
investments to buying more short-
term investments. This action 
will reduce long-term yields and 
increase short-term yields, thereby 
resulting in an “inverted yield 
curve.”

An inverted yield curve indicates 
investor worries about the future. 
While not infallible, if investors 
are worried about the future, then 
the likelihood of a recession is 
higher.

I expect that talk of a reces-
sion will continue in the coming 
months. Hopefully, knowing the 
language of a recession will al-
low you to better understand the 
discussion. But will it allow you 
to better predict a recession? Like 
you, I’m still trying to decide!

Mike Walden is a Reynolds dis-
tinguished professor emeritus at 
North Carolina State University.

MIKE 
WALDEN

If the economy grows too fast, inflation can jump. 

But if fighting inflation means slowing the economy, 

the worry is that “slow growth” can become 

“negative growth” — meaning a recession.


